
M y  g ra n d p a r e n t s

The Pro gram 	

Architec ture  involves  the creat ion of  a  space through the 
physical  express ion of  a  shape or  form.  Many people  are  
able  to  perceive these shapes  and forms, and quick ly  
compute large amounts  of  information through seeing 
with their  eyes.  However, the v isual ly  impaired must  re ly  
on other  auditor y  and tac t i le  c lues  to  gain  an 
understanding of  the space they occupy including their  
or ientat ion within  i t .    

I  was  inspired to  invest igate  this  topic  as  I  witnessed my 
late  grandfather  exper ience his  own loss  of  s ight .  M y 
design intent  was  to  create  a  mixed-use bui ld ing that  
was  both a  pr ivate  ass isted l iv ing fac i l i t y  and a  publ ic  
Bra i l le  L ibrar y.  The ass isted l iv ing fac i l i t y  would 
temporar i ly  house v isual ly  impaired middle-aged 
res idents  who have the desi re  to  learn Brai l le.  The 
program faci l i tates  the s ight less  res idents  to  come 
together  as  a  communit y.  Here, they learn Brai l le  to  
lessen the “gap” between them and the s ight  seeing 
wor ld. 

I t  i s  the idea for  the v isual ly  impaired to  be able  to  walk  
down a  hal lway guided by a  sense of  l ight  and feel ing of  
shadow created through architec ture.  Each level  i s  a lso  
c lad on the ex ter ior  and inter ior  with  br ick  that  var ies  in  
s ize  and tex ture.  As  you ascend in  level , the br icks  
decrease in  s ize  and roughness  to  tangibly  give  
or ientat ion.  
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