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Concept

The reveal  i s  an impor tant  architec tural  e lement .  In  
many bui ldings, reveals  def ine t ransit ions  between 
diss imi lar  mater ia ls , tex tures, f in ishes  or  planes.  They 
ar t iculate  the jo ints  of  a  mater ia l  such as  concrete, and 
attempt to  control  i ts  physical  tendencies, such as  
crack ing.   Aesthet ical ly, reveals  create  shadow l ines  
and provide v isual  interest  and ac t ion to  a  bui ld ing’s  
appearance.  O f ten these shadows can be more 
power ful  than a  tangible  l ine, as  seen in  V icente 
Carducho’s  engraving f rom his  Dia lgos  de la  Pintura .  
He por trays  a  shadow cast  f rom a  brush upon an empt y 
canvas  to  imply  to  the v iewer  that  the shadow 
surpasses  the s igni f icance of  an ac tual  drawn l ine.  
Shadows capture  an instant , a  moment  of  dependence 
i t  has  with a  sol id  body.  A  reveal  can a lso be thought  
of  as  a  gap.  Webster ’s  d ic t ionar y  def ines  a  gap as  “an 
opening made by break ing or  par t ing. ”    O f ten the 
word “gap” is  associated with a  def ic ienc y or  fa i lure, 
but  a  gap, s imi lar  to  a  reveal , can be intent ional  and 
essent ia l .  S imi lar  to  spaces  that  separate  words  to  
mak e reading more successful , gaps  are  neccessar y  for  
the success  of  a  bui ld ing.  
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Thereveal isanimpor tantarchitec turale lement .
Inmanybui ldings, revealsdef inetransit ionsbetween 
diss imi larmater ia ls , tex tures, f in ishesorplanes.They 
ar t iculatethejointsofamater ia l , l ik econcrete,and 
attempttocontrolamater ia l ’sphysicaltendencies, 
suchascrack ing.Aesthet ical ly, revealscreate  shadow 
l inesandprovidevisual interestandac t iontoabui lding.  
O f tentheseshadowscanbemorepower fulthana 
tangible l ine,asseeninV icenteCarducho’sengraving 
f romhisDialgosdelaPintura .Hepor traysashadow cast  
f romabrushuponanempt ycanvas, implyingtothe 
v iewer thattheshadowsurpassesthesigni f icance of  an 
ac tualdrawnl ine.Shadowscaptureaninstant ,
amomentofdependencethat ishaswithasol idbody.A 
revealcanalsobethoughtofasagap.Webster ’s  
d ic t ionar ydef inesagapas“anopeningmadeby 
break ingorpar t ing. ”O f tentheword“gap”isassociated 
withadef ic ienc yor fa i lure,butagap,s imi lar toareveal , 
canbeintent ionalandessent ia l .S imi lar tospacesthat  
separatewords,gapsareneccessar yfor thesuccessof  a  
bui ld ing. 

Which tex t  b elow is  easier  to  read, why?


