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Twenty-gseven years of work among the Negro farming
people of Virginia has ended. Mach hag beeh done to lead larger
pumbers of them to understand and work towards better living con-
ditions. This report lists improvements along various lines -
better homemaking, together with brief cutlines for comtinuing
similar work during 1939, for much etill remains to de done in the
eight counties employing Negro home demonstration agents. A list
of the counties, with names and addresses of the agents, follows:

Asherst .......... Miss Rachel R. Carter
Asherst
Mres. Youtha B. Flagg
1310 Taylor Street, Ignchburg
Miss N. B. Jemnings
South Boston
Miss Sadie M. Goode
Ashland

King William ..... Miss Pennie B. Pitt
West Point

“. n'-.-ooo\ool ‘“ M ’0 m.‘
Louisa

Nelson ........... Migs Barlens Brewer
Shipman i

Pitteylvania ..... Miss 3. Alice Hobday
Chatham !

g "w g R

R

Here follows a list of counties visited and assisted by
the district home demonstration agent:

15 e

) 7 1l. Greenesville
2. ' 12. Hemrico
3. 13. Iunenburg
4. 14. Mecklenburg
5. 15. Nottoway
> 16. Powhatan
° 17. Prince Bdward
. Chesterfield 18. Southampton
« Bssex 19. Surry
. Gloucester 20. Sussex
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The eight home agents divided their time in 1938 as
n the field 1602; in the office 703. Three
to the agricultural-comservation and adjust-

Four agents gave 17 days to relief work.

Bvery county has an advisory board made wp of repre-
sentatives of the local adult clubs. The eight boards have 254
menbers -~ men and women. Bight 4-H Councils have 399 members, doys

and girls who are officers im the local 4-H Clubs.

Extension work is conducted in 156 of the 289 communities
in these counties where such work could profitably be establighed.
local leaders, men and women who assume responsidility for organis-
ational or project work, occasiomally both render valuable service.
Fifty-nine men and 138 women serve voluntarily as clud leaders. For
the 4-H work the agents reported that 23 men; 134 women; 16 older

boys, and 60 older girls were giving of their time and talents in
Adult home demonstration work was dome by 1934

Method demonmstration meetings held mumbered 1167 with 12269
persons in attsndance while 423 meetings were held at result demon-
strations, attendance 3618, Twelve tours to see adult work were at-

tended by 229 people; &~H Club work was visited by 70 persons on
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work of long standing ia the county. The following statement takea
from the Halifex report is very expressive: "The willisngness om the
part of the people to work ia community groups, to stuly and fmprove
conditions pertaiming to food production, preparatioa, and preser-
vation, better houses and house furniture, adequate supply of com-
fortable clothing, and recreation are high tridutes which muat de
attridbuted to home demomstration work."

See county home agents' marratives for further inforsat
regarding the people of these counties. The above statements are
typical.

ZIBANCIAL SUFPORT QOF NORK

Counties are divided into magisterial districte. HEach
district chooses a citizen to represeant it ia the county governing
body =~ the Hoard of Supervisors. This board directs the handling

In each of the eight counties the board coatributes

to the comnty narrative reports
work of these advisory boards.
of the rest:

AQUISA COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD

The County Advisory Board is the local organization
sponsoring cooperative extension work and comsists of forty-sevea
members. These members are officers of organized groups who meet
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quarterly to plan or check with the agent for making conducting
- the program of sork. Regular meetings were held ia December, March,
June, and September. The program of work for 1938 was as follows:

1. Hold quarterly meetings

2. Yoster State Community Isprovement Contest

3. Hold a County Farmers' Conference or cooperate with extemsion
officials in plans presented for an extension school

4. Send two delegates #ith the agent to the Negro State Advisory
Board

5. Sponsor attendance at the Negro State Farmers' Conference ia

April. .

The board succeeded in carrying out that part of its pro-
gram within its power. Quarterly meetings were held in months desig-
sated. The toard stimulated efforts by offering a prise to the com-
sunities making the highest score ia improvements according to the
official score card. Three special contest commmities were enrolled
in the state comtest. A coumty tour to see improvements was also
spongored. The third poist on the program could nmot be carried out

concerned directly with prodlems of community-wide interest, such
as land ownership, production of sufficient food and feed to supply
community needs, arousing interest im paianting every home, if possible,
sanitary toilets for every home, seeing that all young people of clud
age enroll im 4-H work, if not in Suith-Hughes work, and complete
work undertaken.

Community clubs are also concerned with seeing that all
children of school age attend school.

ty clubs are governed largely by the rules laidd
down by tmnry Board as practically 31 clubs, sooner or
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later, enter the Jommunity Improvemeat Contest spomsored anmually Yy
the State Advisory Board. In order that the whole family shall receive
recognition and encouragement, the sooring committee of five com-
ty persons must includes a boy and a girl, older 4-H £lud nenders
preferred.

Other community interests worked on were bdeautificatioa of
school grounds, church yards, and cemeteries.

Qi‘o
AQLIVITIES

This year through the County Advisory Board tem community
clubs were organised; three commnities enrolled in the State Commmnity
Improvement Comtest -- Wickham, Pleasant Grove, and Bethany — one ia
eagh district. Siance the first score four sanitary toilets have been
buils, one home painted, and five persons enrolled in clwb work. Ia
the six other communities toilets have Deen tuilt, homes remodeled and
built, homes painted, and clud earollment increased.

worked very falth-

Becauge o
comzunity
makiag 1

for major emphasis throughout

assistance, attempts to give at least six demonstrations on the
selected subjects. Work along other lines is givea to individual
groups as they desire. The subjects for these are chosen at the
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begimning of the year. The Bedford agent wrote that as soon asg the
plan of work for the year is made, the women begia work om major and
minor work. Discussions, singing contests, games, and an ocoasiomal
party, serve to keep up imterest ia attending clud meetings.

Home demonstration work is being done in minety-eight
adult cluds exclusive of the eight Comnty Advisory Boards.

N
N

Census figures indioate that 10240 Negro homemskers live
in the counties served Yy our home desonstration agents. Of this
nunber the agents reported that they are reaching 2400 people diredtly
and 4381, indirectly. The emrollment for the past three years
follows:

No. reached
i No. Clubds 1 Membership : indirectly
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The Halifax report gives an interesting account of the
work in the countys
The practice of the soil bulldiang program in the county
created quite an unusual situation iathe home conditions of many
tenant failies. Incomes on the soil building crops supplanted the
temant and forced him into houses which in many cases were too small
and uncomfortabdble both for health and decency. To help these families
adjust themselves and to gain & more satisfactory standard of living
was a challenge to the extension workers over the county. Ia
Jamary contact was made with every member of the Sounty Plamning
Board, as & meeting at this time was nearly impossible . A favor-
able decision was made to conduct demomstration houses to show possid-
flnuu of equipping these unoccupied temant houses at low cost. We
. received wonderful cooperation from local lumber companies, grocers,
and department stores who gave deductions in materials nulo‘\.\

Work on three sdvanced as follows: The walls were
boarded up with plain paper\boxes to.be wall papered, one house was

including painting
better curtains, building in cabinets, bullding drawers in tables for
‘ knives and forks, attaching knife and fork holders on walls, and making
kitchen stools. :

Thirty three families made twenty one articles for home
convenience at a cost of $7.75.

In previous years mumerous questions have come to the agent
concerning treatment of old furmiture, "I have a good chair or table
but the paint is coming off", or "It's scratched®, or "I get the irem
on my perfectly good table". "Can anything be dome to remove the
scar®? To meet this demand "My Furniture Takes on New Life" was
emphagized. The agent carried five club leaders representing six
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clubs t0 a demomstration meeting in Chatham. This demonstration ia
refinishing furniture was given by Miss Hamilton who showed three
methods of refinishing furmiture with varnish stain, paint, and oil.
A very great need of the county homes was net in this demonstratioa
and 1t was in this line that the leaders rendered an excellent bt
of service. Bach leader came back home and gave the demonstration
ia her cludb and two conducted the same work im four other clubs.

As a result 149 pleces of furniture were refinished, 27 refinished
and upholstered at a total saving of $189.

Asherst and Hanover women chose clothing for their main
work during 1938, with fhe following results:

~.

Clething was the Amsherst major project for 1938. The
work this year dealt mainly with the proper selection and construction
of garments. In order to cut down e xpenses cotton bdags such as are
used for flour, meal, salt, sugar, and feed were used:. Demonstrations

Inexpensive patterns were secured and used for bag and other
germents for both women and childrem. With the use of dye, dias tape,
and a few decorative stitches, many practical garments and articles
for the home were made. Through a conference with the state cloth-
ing specialist and with suggestive materials furnished by the specialist,
more and better work was accomplished.

All Hanover home demonstration cluds chose clothing as the

county exhibit and ia the sppemrance
. There have been improvements
lors for various types of figures.
and exhibdited im club or at exhibit
The members have begun to feel that
clothing selection gives %o
and housekeepers. 8ix of the clubs have bought materials
and made dresses, underwear, and childrean's clothes. Clothing scoounts
were kept by several members in the coumiy.

Work dome in mimors included food preservation, flower and
vegetable growing, yard besutification, poultry, food preparation,
child care, health and sanitation. Counties majorimg in clothing
had home fmprovement as a minor and accomplished good work along
this line. i
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The report contimues: Work alonmg this line 1¢ done
year %o assist in feeding the family. At the degimming of
each organised group was asked to extead the work by assisting
families in any way possible to use Detter practices ia ralsing and

T

this demonstration and families saved vegetables that up to this
tine were wasted.  Camning Duigets were made during the winter by
fifty- four families who carried them out in part. Saved by differeant
club members were 16,071 quarts of fruits and other cammed foods
valued at $3123.45.

Pitteylvania reported that one clud purchased a pressure
canner and conducted a mmber of caaning days for imterested home~

More and more farm people seem to de waking wp to the need
of giving better care to the family garden practically throughout
the year. The King William report calls attention to this fact:
Funerous farm families put forth special efforts to produce larger
amounts of food for a longer period as a result of the home demon=
stration clubs working in thelir communities.. In three neighborhoods
where an active part was taken ia the community improvement contest,




Collards in Gardem Project
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the year round gardens were increased from a total of two to six.
Other families in the same communities grew a total of five vege-
tables that they had mot growm defore.*

All agents have expressed thansks for hélp received from
the garden letters sent out from the state specialist and
from bulletin written and distriduted by the Hampton Institute

garden specialist.

All Nelson County adult clubs did special work on bdetter
gardens. The state garden letters were seat out to club leaders for
distridution. The agent distributed some of these lette

leaders to de used in discussions in at least one meeting.

increase in canning is felt %0 de materially due to the special drive
in gardening. A result desonstration was held ia one commnity at

a fall garden ia which was found turmips, cabbage, collards, okra,
green peas, bdeets, and tomatoes.

The Bedford report states: "Reports show that the well

in the planking of definmite flower yards.
Larger varieties were also growa.

Hanover County has comtinued its interest in more bdeauti-
ful surroundings over a period of years. Results are shown by the
improvements made about farms, schools, aand churches in the form of
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better walks, drives, femces, shrubbery, grass, aand flowers. The
Hampton Institute landscape specialist vigited three communities
and gave plans and instructions for grading yards and plaating
shrubbery, grass, and greater varieties of flowers. Since his
visit four yards yards have beern improved.

The president of the County Ad¥isory Board has taken a
great deal of imterest in home deautification in his community and
has encouraged five members to rearrasge their shrubdery and make
their surroundings attractive and satisfyiag. He has also assisted
in getting persons in'his comsunity to help im leveling the church
yard and following the’ landscape artist's instructioas for next
spring.

Yard besutification was actively carried as a mgmor
Ject ia six communities in Halifax County, reaching 116 iadivi
Four of these completed their plams and twelve other clud members
visited the demonstration with the idea of carryiag out any part of

_ The large —xr of fanilies in King Willian
out poultry was discussed at advisory board meetings
from all communities. Suggestions givea families in

chickens for their needs.




Home demonstration agents worked on health prodlems ia
122 communities. This effort included the screening against flies
and mosquitoes, general clean up of home and civic center grounds
to get rid of breeding places for flies and mosquitoes, getting
people to take health examimations, to adopt better home nursiag
practices, and to improve health habits. Mach of the health worky

however, was reported under campaigns.

Recommendations to control flies were followed in King
Tillian County and special efforts to aslsas wp all refuse piles
made in all commnities cooperating with the extension program.
Five young mothers accepted plans for feeding babies and made
efforts to can food t0 meet their needs. The amnual Red Cross Roll
Call and the selling of Christmas seals is supported by all clude.
One hundred and fifty homes were reported partially screened as a
result of the "A Screen for Bvery Window Campaign®.

A health week campaign was sponsored dy clubs throughout
Hasover County. Home, church, and school yards were cleamed and
surroundings made more presentadble; cuthouses white washed and
rubdbish disposed of. Clud members have followed recommendations om
scresning, controlling insects, and adopting better home-mursiag

« The Cludb members, leaders and agent assisted in selling

procedures

Christans seals and cooperated with county murse in checking living
conditions among members and cooperators. All adult clubs cooperated
with the Health Department in giviag canned food for hot school

supervision of the W. P. A.

plement the provisions furmished in order to make it possible
serve every child. Thirty-two children were fed.

been continued for the 1938-1939 term.

raige funds for the project. The women

this purpose.
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Participants in Baby Contést Sponsored by Adult Leaders
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Phring the month of March the Asherst Home
onstration Clud raised funds for the purpose of helping to
the road leading to the county training school. This road
not passable im rainy weather. Through the clud the road
in good condition. JNow the Buses can be drivea wp to the
Before this the children were loaded on and off on the highway,
which made it extremely dangerous.

As a community project the Clifford Clud helped %o
lay a cement walk leading to the chwrch. Funds for this purpose
were raised through a Bady Contest.

The enrollment of the Coleman Falls Home Demon-
stration Clud in Bedford County is thirty-two. The probdlem in
this community was & place to hold clud meetings, as the ¢l
outgrown most of the homes. In looking around for a place

one suggested getting permission school, ut
s
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in their own community by singing songs, playing games,
and putting on stunts.

A similar prodlem was found in Forest Community.
This clud has a mesbership of twenty-six. Five new members were
enrolled this year. A small one-room cottage that is centrally -
located has been leased for two years at a small suan. The clubd
sesbers were o anxious for a clud room that they started at once




Home changed
from one story to
two stories, and
a bathroom installed.




with profit in every couaty. All agents assisted the leaders with
demongtration problems with varying degrees of success. It
appears, however, that results seemed to have bdeen where leaders
were privileged to receive enocugh help to give them confidence ia
themselves.

Pitteylvania held three leader-training meetings.
The first was devoted largely to the discussion of the following
topics: 1. Then and where leader-training meetings should de held.

fEee
L

i

instructions.

it was att and conducted as o
Ject for project instruction was * The Country Home in Taste”.
Demonstrations were adapted to suit needs. Discussions drought out
sany iateresting points om the various sudbjects. BEach group was

Meetings were

held in homes of local leaders from 10:30 to 3:00 P. M.  Iunch was
brought and spread and contributions toward lumch always added by

;
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the hostess. Such good times were had in these leaders' meetings
that only very urgent affairs kept leaders amay. Four lesaders

have walked from three to five miles to reach meetings and in

most cases were on time. Attendance for the first growp of

twelve clubs was twenty-five leaders representiag tea clubs. MNeetings

be present at guch times.

group. One group 4id not meet ia
walking was impossible. However,
one ¢cludb was absent from the meet

B. RESULTS OBTAINED

Pittaylvania: "There has been a decided increase
in the interest shown by clud leaders in the results obtained from
extension activities. Leaders are concerned about quality as well
as quantity of work done by clud members. leadership-training
neetings, one of which was given by the district ageat, contri-
buted largely to this interest.* =

' stration Mothers' Clud which meets twice a month.
instructions are given on making children's garments and th
feeding of children.

CAMPAIGNS
A. Clean-up Campaiga

All agents Joined in the gemeral spring clean-wp
campaign sponsored bWy -the Negro Health Week Committes. Health talks




-19-

were made in schools, churches, and other pubdlic gatherings.
During the Halifax campaign, msil boxes ia five communities were
fmproved for convenience of the carrier, seven of these boxes
were painted satisfactorily, seventeen homes were white waghed
ingide and outside.

3. Red Cross Vork

The home agents assisted with the sale of Red
3 Cross seals in every county.

C. County Health Departments

Home agents worked with state aand county health
departments as was mentioned under Home Health and Sanitation.

The Pittgyivania agent has charge of a loan set of
articles consisting of a wheel chair, bdedpan, and linens -~ the
property of an organisation of white women of the county. Cooper-
ation with county health campaigns conducted by the State Board
of Health wag contimued in every county. Assistance was given the

' county nurses when NeCessary. 4

IEOME EARNINGS
Nelson County:

Assistance in the sale of produce from gardens and
was given by the agent. One girl was recommended to do
use work im New Bochelle, New York. Material on use
equipment and detailed recipes with ocutline for meal
wag sent the girl for six months. One girl also, was
in getting & job ia the Iovingston Tearcow. One boy was
and assisted in getting appoiated to the C. C. ©.

louisa County:

Women have comtinued to help with the family ex-
penses by the sale of milk, butter, and eggs, occasionally vege-
tables, & little fruit, and chickens . Seasons have been against
the lath vegetadles, however. One member raised pigs valued at
$34. from the prise pig turned over to her by the County Advisory
Board. Sheé sold five pigs for $22.50 and bought sheet rock for
the walls of her hall which was badly in need of improvement.
Another member, a cripple, makes & knitted bdedspread each year to
pay taxes oT help with her project work. The large spread thig
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year was sold for $75. “tnt-‘.“tnﬁnmof
"~ this for room isprovement to a room that had never bdeen completed.

Kiag William County:

Three nembers in two communities increased their
income earnings by cleaning garments of families in their ree~
"poeun communities. Virginia bulleting on methods of 4ry cleaning
garments advised members in.a very helpful way inm doing this work.

Bedford County:

Some sections of Bedford County are so mountainous
that farming cannot be done on a large scale. In these places the
men and women are employed in the mills and gardenming.

Demonstrations in grading and arranging products
attractively were given the women of this county. The importance
of cleanliness, courtesy, and neatness of persoms selling was also

emphagised .

Seven cludb women from

regularly on the Iynchburg curd market.
ables, poultry, eggs, and fruit,
shrubbery

wild flowers and

tains. Their reports show that
year. The largest yearly sale
money made on the market was

ment and house furnishings.

Extension ageants and clud members are gredually
meking successful efforts to include more recreation im clud pro-
grams. The Pittaylvania worker feels that dafinite progress has
been made in home recreation. Two clubs in that county put om a
home-made game exhibit which bdrought to the attention of the -
vigitors that pareats and children should share their leisure time
with each other. A part of Pittgylvania's clud time is always

spent in singing.
During the year three clubs presemted plays.

The Halifax report mentions the use of the Hand-
book for Recreation lLeaders put out by the U. S. Department of
Iabor, Children's Bureau, as being much used in recreational work
in that county.

Socials were encouraged among adult groups in
louiss as all activities are benefits enmtailing work for lodges,
churches, or school. During the Christmas holidays two adult clubs
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held a socigl in the home of & leader. The members and families,
mabering $yenty-two adults and children, speat the evenming
from geven %o ten-thirty playing and socialising. Refresh-
ments were prepared and served Wy committees appointed from the
two clube. A marbdble board game, "Tox and geese." of extension
originm in the county, was played as a tournament and prises awarded.
Songs 8ad cheers closed the social. The "fox and geese” was
introduced in the V. P. A. adult class through a leader two years
ago. Oune member has made and sold more than 350 of these boards,
averaging twenty-five to thirty cents a piece for them - incidant-
ally, the man is & cripple. Another community held social night
at the church comsunity house during Jamuary with. eighty persons
attending. Comsunity and quartet singing were the main features.
The adult clud held their picnie in June with the 4-H growp. Ice
cream was served by the adults to all clubs. Games were the -#oo
of entertaimment for the day. ;

Since Bedford adult clud members have learaned to
plan their work, they now have some leisure time. The great
question is: "How shall I gpend 1t7* One answercis this: Devete
some of the time to holesome Too long adults im the rural

will use the same building for recreatiomal purposes.
QOUNTY MEETINGS

County meetings held included picanice in four
counties, a Country Life Festival in Halifax; flower shows in
Iouisa and Hanover; a sass meeting in Pittaylvania. At each flower
show & specialist from Hampton Institute was present and gave useful
informmtion for flower culture, good arrangements, and suitability
of comtainers for cut flowers. His demonstrations, with exhibits
from the show, were very enthusiastically received.

Oa Friday night, November 18, the Halifax County
Advisory Board sponsored a County life Festival for the farmers
and cooperators ia the county. One hundred and seventeen indivie
duals attended the affair, which was called to order at 8:00 P. M.
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by the president of the Board. Family Budgeting the theme of
the dipcussion, which was opened by the county agent of Campbell
County, who very ably and husorously brought out the man's respon-
sibility in making the family budget. The county home scomomice
teacher and the agent discussed the woman's responsidility in the
absence of the district home ageat. The group engaged in quiet
ganes for thirty minutes, them circle and line games including
"Green Sleeves” and the"Virginia Reel" consumed the hyext half hour.
It was very amusing to note the enthusiasm with which the older
people played. A repast of sandwiches, hot cocoa, and after-
dinner mints was served.

Forest Home Demomstration Clud Banquet

» The Forest Home Demonstration Club members emter-
tained their husbands and friends at a bdanquet, December 30, at
the home of Mrs. Clemont. A progran which was made up of Christass
carols and the story of "The Other Wise Man", games and short talks
by visitors, was given. A large Christmas tree laden with pr
gents for each club member stood in a cormer of the room. A cious
supper was served.

re exhibited at the regular ity fairs
fax, and Pittaylvania

Achievement days, like other extension activities,
vary ia success according to the interest displayed by agents and
leaders in the respective counties. Some counties find it &ifficult
to secure county-wide representation on Achievement Day programs.
Nelson County was able to practically fill the three-room school
building in which the program was held , in spite of the fact that
a heavy foggy reain made driving very difficult. Attention is
called to the narrative reports of Hanover and logisa counties for
details of the day in those counties. The following instamces
are clted: v
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Achievement Day was held at Arringtem,Nelson County,
Virginia, jointly with the 4-H groups, November 5. An exhibit was
held showing home improvement articles, clothing camning, and
~ farm products. Two demonstrations were given at shich time the
shking of se dressing and inexpensive home-made Christmas
cucp was given by a 4-H Clud member and the latter b4y
the te local home agent. The Farm Security Adsimigtration rep-
resentative explained the four different types of fara programs
available for farmers' use. A soil conservation talk mas givea
by the local farm agent. Better food supply and home conditions
were urged by the district agemt. Aa outdoor fireplace built by
the Arrington 4-H Club boys was exhidited at this meeting. Atteading
this program were 119 persons of the county.

Home Demonstration clubs in King William held
their first joint achievement program this year. The program pro—
vided an opportunity for am interpretation of oljectives in exten-
sion work and for an evaluationm of results. Reports were made YWy
club leaders of their clubs ' years' work. '
plemented by exhibits of canned food, handicraft articles, clothing,
 homemade equipment, fresh and dried garden vegetadles. Priszes

were awarded for all achievements won during the yemr.

eight cars on most of the tour. Five of these

rounding fifty-ome miles to the last stop where a picmic

Here others joimed the group and a short program closed the day.
Twenty homes were scheduled; nineteen wf these were seen. Home
makers in fifteen homes showed some inside as well as cutside
improvements for 1938. Among these were improvements on home grounds,
painted homes, new homes, sanitary pump, improved porches and many
inside improvements. Specially invited vigitors were district
agents and local pastors. They commended the groun duwring the
picnic, held at the end of the touy;, for the many paiated homes, the
well kept lawns and premises vigited, and urged owners to keep
them s0 and contimue to besutify. Home makers were glso commended
for their cooperative work in making the effort a success. On
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running water and other conveniences. Other views expressed by
the Sirector indicated that unless a farmer left a farm better
than he found it, he had been & poor farmer, indeed, and that

all farmers should join in the fight against erosion.

. The conference is a great source of inspiration
back home in the counties and farmers have begun to make plans
early inm the extension year to attend in large mumbers. The com~
ference has grown #0 large that the college has had no place big
encough to accomodate the crowd even with standing room, im spite
of the ruling that childrem would not be admitted. It is doudtful
that even the new auditorium will seat the 1939 audience.

TEIETEENTH AMNUAL STATE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

This meeting was held in Charlotte County, Sep~-
tegber 12-15, with every extemsion county represeated. Field Agent
J. B. Plerce directed the proceedings. He was sssisted by the
three digtrict agents aided by the county farm and home agents.
Guest speakers included Director J. R. Hutcheson, Mr. H. A. Humt
of the F. C. A., President J. M. Gandy, and the director of agri-
culture, J. L. lockett of Virginia State College. Mr. Bobbitt,
of schools of Charlotte County, amd director D. ¥. Fean

;

The 11
8t. louls Church. On

i
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;
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delegates made report

localities. Results of the 1937 Isprovement
aanounced. The Thureday session was addressed by
Director Hutcheson and others. Delegates ot having previcusly
reported were heard. :

7
:

:
]
&
§i

?
|

The Board adjourned to meet again in Appomattox
County ia 1939.

Pield Agent J. B. Pierce met all farm and home
agents in conference June 9 for a discussion of the progress
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-uumnamormt-u that time and gave instruct-
ions for doing more effective work throughout the remainder of the

Joar.

. The annual fall meeting of the fars and home agents
was held at the Virginia State College for Negroes, October 24

through the 28th, with Mr. Pierce ina charge. Speakers were Flell
Agent J. B. Pierce, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Director

John R. Hutcheson, Assistant Directors C. A. Montgomery and

Miss Maude E. Wallace, State 4~H Club Agents G. A. Elcan and

Miss Hallie L. Hughes, State Food Specialist Mies Janet Cameron,
President John ¥. Gendy and Director of Agriculture, Dr. J.L Iockett
of Virginia State College, Director of Agriculture Donald F. Femn
of Hampton Institute. BEach person mentiomed brought a special
message relative to the completion of the 1938 plams and for the
1939 program and plans. Miss Wallace dealt with women's work for
1939. Mise Hughes discussed leader training and other 4-H problems.
Miss Cameron tock up foods work and Chrietmas tree plams. She

used frosted cakes, marshmallow Saata Clavges, pine cones, and

mny other mative products in this demonstration. On Friday
afternoon the home sagents taught the farm agents how to make gum
drop ‘trees. Field Agent J. B. Pierce discussed the 1539 Commmunity

Improvement work.
SIOKY OF ACHINVEMENT BY CLUD CARKYINC BEST PEOGRAN

All counties gave good reports of programs carried

by afult clubs. The exasple shosen 1s illustrative of what

:-"hn.d.um-.. Attention is called to the Pittgylvanmia,
mm“mum

The Flmont Commmity Club was organised in July
1937 -ﬂh\&mo- nenbers. Twelve clud meetings with good
attendancg, were held in 1938. In March of 1938 a plate supper
ruumm.um Thies sus was used towsrds sending
\ delegates to the State Farmers' Conference. Clud members,
women and men, worked faithfully on yards and gardens. Twelve
members grew the four kinds of flowers agreed upom for the cousty
flower cxhibn, Jne woman member won first prise on sinniss and
marigolds; |len members followed a definite progras for i -z
arrangemetits of shrubbery and flowers. Club members wonthirty
prizes at the county exhibit as a2 result of good work done with
vegetables, flowers, sewing, and canning. This clud won the first
county prize because of winning the highest mumber of individual
prizes. Cludb sesbers have been very successful with thelr
home improvesient work. Right homes have received sall, window,
and floor treatzents; One bome added a porch and a bodroon) }m




persons bought furai

in vhich 906 quarts

canned. The men of the club grew

cabbage plants to persoas who

persons receiving plants gave

hot school lunches. This gardea in

who had mot joined the club jor made gardems
Reports from the other counties mentioned show
in improving home and comsunity surroundiags.

All of the 1938 marrative reports carried interesting
stories of individuals who had accomplished worth while things be-
cause of inspiration received through extemsioam work. Atteation
1s directed to the stories told by the following agemts: Bedford,

"!igf
i!ga
£

her 1little son, a boy,
the gf the State Advi-

It
i
?igff'gr it

The second instance cited shows how a Iouisa clud
woman, who already had a home, set about msking it more comfortadle.

Mrs. Irene Jackson of Buckuner made the most out-
standing achievement in women's work this year when she installed
& bath and complete water aystem inm her modest home. A water
system was something she had looked forward to for some time. When
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the county extension service was called om to help, District Agemt
J. L. Charity went to the home in the spring; made the necessary
survey for materials needed, and in June with assistance of two
local farm agents, completed the work withia four days.
were on hand to do the necessary digzimg. The improvements

ing & bathing center 90 as to get in the complete bath room fix-
Sures, & septic tank for sewage, a storage tank on the outside
nade of two barrels, & bdodler in kitchenm for hot water, and a kit-
chen sink. Mrs. Jackson told a group who met at this result dem-
onstration the following story: "iy first improvement for water
was many years ago when I got a tea kettle after doing withoub one
for a long time. After I got the kettle, I could not see how I
had done with out guch a useful thing for so long. Now I have
had this water system and bath for two moaths and I can m0ot see how
1 have gotten along without this convenience."

48 LR K

Organisation :
4-H Clud Councils have ,anso be very effective

to study the needs of the Jjuniors and to plan for meeting these needs.
From work observed in the fileld, it looks as if the agents whose

« councils are best, mmmgm“mmmm
other lines attempted.

. The vsu-.u.u.- chosen is taken from the louisa
narrative repors:

The County Council is the junior organisatioa for
leadership training and planning. The membership is made up of
officers of the 4-H Clubs. This year the surollment was thirty-
#ix sembers. The first meeting for 1938 was held February 26 zith
eightéen present —= representing five clubs. Plans that were
made in the county plamning meeting iz December were adapted to
the needs of the various clubs represented. The following
activities and plans were presented: new songs were practiced,
presidents and secretaries were instructed in their respective
duties, plans were made for the annual picaic in June and com~
mittees appointed for Achievement Day, methods of raising clud
funds were considered and six of them adopted, a date was set for
chorus rehearsals, and the prizes won by 4-H workers in the
Ball Ganning contest were amnounced. The Ball Camning Comtest

{hu won by #-H workers and received ia Jamuary 1938 amounted to
7.

Plans adopted for the years work were: Bach membes:
take home tasks and responsibility of this work; have singing
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contests; organize a chorus; have respect for work; plan games and
recreation; hold correct dress contest at piemic; hold picnic last
Friday of June; hold Achievement Day, October 8; flower show with
exhibit; clubs hold a party during the year; emcourage a tour to
homes of members; make health pSsters for Negro Health Week; spon-
sor a club paper to circulate among clubs; award a bammer to clud
saking best records.

The second council meeting was held in June at
which eight clubs were represented. Officers needed to fill vacan-
cles were elected; delegates made the reports from State Short Course
and demonstrated first aid as learned there. Two firet aid kite
were presented to the communities having the largest attendance
at the pienic. Pareats were invited in to the meeting and the
Fanily Council explained in a short way. A 4-H album of music was
presented to the council and records were played. The Correct
Dress Contest was held out of doors. Twenty-three Boys and girls
representing eight clubs entered this contest. Judges were clud
leaders. Pictures were made; instructions were givea, and achievement
codtmulplm for the omllnmr-hnm

Al ClBs

The 4-H Olud membership includes boys and girls.
In the Bedford report the following explanation is givems

&m-of&.ﬂdﬁ.mhm
1. Help club members find some of their Imfividual
needs and to find ways to solve their problems

2. Help them to better understand their families and
:‘c:‘mﬁ.“u-u.huuum
L 4

3. Help train them for leadership ia their communities.

Halifax County is the only ome in
sibility for 4~H Club work can de shared by a farm and a home
sgent. Perfect harwony seems to exist between these two workers.

SCOPF OF WORK

Of the D’OO girls in the eight counties 2179 were
reached by extension activities as clud members and 1368 indirectly
through contacts at schools, churches, or otherwise.
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Figures of enrollment for past three years are givea delow:
Membership

A

£
4

i

5
6
4
7
2
2
1
4
8
2
1
1
3
4
3
2
3
4
2
3
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6
6
3
3
3
4
4
1
3
2
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~—*The Countyy Home in Good Tagte® -

it was agreed to #0 integrate the two phages of work that clud
girls and boys in homes where adult work was being dome could

cooddgnate efforts.

wonen of the county were working on a

Closets received mew curtains,

clud
Some results showed that families were assigted

Because

Ject in home

by members in selecting furanishings, refinishing furniture, improving
nenfing benches

windows., walls, wodwork, floors, colors for rooms.
noted included improved porches bty placiag pillows and seats on

Pittsylvania
them and

mummu~.-

pro




clothes bags, 6r shelves.

care of a certain room of

was kept in place, water pails Kept filled, and cows and
stock cared for inm certain hoses.

Personal accounts were kept by sixty-eight girls
in fifty~four families. While all d4id not keep them the same
length of time, at least something wag donme in the way of keeping
accounts.

Other county marratives explained how the plan
worked out in their territery.

T™wo counties 4id their major work ina clothing. Ia
one of these counties, it was repirted that the girls studied
clothing comstruction. Through the use of appropriate patterns
they learned to make attractive clothes for themselves and other
members of their families. Special attention was given to the
care of clothing by girls and boys. Clothes closets were made of
orange crates. The tall center space was used for hanging garments
and side shelves for pagking folded or flat articles. Clothing
members worked and took an active part ia the style revue.

— ' Hanover County members made clothinsg iumventories and
mu-nrd. kept records of clothes bdought.each momth during the
- year.

 EEASE W
“ Mﬁmmdﬁ.ﬂ-@u
: A for 1938. The A

 vegetables by more than %‘”

_ thst county 4-¥ fluds presented s heslth plav showing

of a safe water supply. This play was given on
ty/rddn,l‘ool.

e Asherst Health work report follows:

Special attention was paid to the food hadits
soore,which was kept for ome month during the year by each clud
- member. During the wianter and early spring months the younger
members mo their pareats quite a bit of concerm tixying to find
mnlg;d ng milk where there was no family cow. Im a clud
-ou-.bcﬂ. 126 pounds were gained dy the grouwp during

of
ﬁrh‘nh that the health gcore was kept.

T™he annual Health Day was observed Saturday, May 7,
at the Amherst Fair grounds. The program was sponsored by the
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4-H fludbs and public schools of the county. Bvery community

in county was represented in some A8 conmection with
this the annual Baly Contest was riy badbies entered
for the firet time. Five of those ¢ ned last year competed

for the prize given to the mother who had taken the best care of
her child si 1937. Thig prise went to a former 4-H flud member.
More than Xifty per_teat of the babies entered were ch{ldrem of
former 4-H flud u-bon/<

Regardless of what work is agreed uwpoa for county-
wide emphagis, home agents are directed to inmclude the production
of vegetables and food preservation as an important part of the
program every year and to keep the live-at-home idea always bdefore
the 4-H Club members as well as adults. Nelson County reported
an increase in nmumber of girls who did individual canning without
assistance this year. The Halifax agent gtates that the Ball
Canning Contest stimulated much interest in her county. Mothers
often made inquiries about cludb work because of the comstant
"magging” they got from their daughters concerned with budget
cards and the opportunity to can alome. This year 191 Halifax
girls exhibited canned goods at club, county, and state fairs.

IR S ati cive oon 0%
“1”. LR R R R R R n,
ERDOVOr s avevoansnss
Pitteylvania .

King Willias

ll.....!

Total mumber exhibiting




Without a vegetadble gardem it is impossible to
carry out the live-at-home program properly. Therefore, 4-H
Club members are urged to assist their parents in cultivating a
garden adequate for the sise of the family. The Nelson agent says
that she never talks at a clud meeting without mentioning "food

swply®.

Bighty-four Hanover clud members provided leafy
vegetables throughout the year. Right clubs exhibited greens, sweet
and white potatoes at the comaty exhibit.

Bedford Reports:

In many communities in our county mno gardems are
raised after the first frost. - This due to the belief of older
people that it is too cold to raise fall and winter gardens. How-
ever, this barrier is being overcome and each year more farmers
and clud boys and girls raise fall and winter gardens. "Leafy
Vegetables Throughout the Year" was emphagised. Barly ia the
summer after consulting the "Planting Calendar®, plans were made
for the fall gardens. "Garden Suggestion! which are furnished
club members each month by V. P. I. Extension Service are care-
fully read and dlscussed in clud meetings. With this valuable

Mmdﬂ-ﬁ-’mnhhm.ﬁdrdt.

14 grandmother while

Marjorie is paid a small sum
for doing the house work. Her lawn was already old, ssooth, and
well drained. She applied mamure and fertilizer and seeded it to
blue grass at a total cost of $12.34 and has & beautiful lawn.
She kept it mowed and played croquet on it all summer. Marjorie
canned 317 quarts of fruits, Jellies, and jams. She entered
clud and county contests, won firet prise on cut flowers, and did
the cooking for a family of five.




COMMUNITY ACTIVITIRS
A. Community Projects

Tor many years our field agemt has kept the
communi ty spirit before the agents, therefore all 4-H Clud
members are expected to make some sort of bemeficial coatribution
to commnity life. In Bedford and Hamover counties the young
people are working jointly with adult members toward the purchase
or lease of grounds on which to estadlisgh a ceamter for comsumity
activities. The Bedford members have given chairs and are now
making curtains for the Forest Clud room. They hold clud meetings
there, help to keep it clean and are respomsible for ome third of
the reat.

Several counties reported that clud members were
helping with school beautification work. In Pittaylvania one
club purchased shrubdery for the school grouads. Other clubs
used native plants. One club set uwp a reading ceater in the school.
Magazines and books brought fr om home were exchanged among clud
members. Halifax and King William clubs assisted with the pro-
duction and preservation of vegetables for hot school lunches.
The Hickory Grove, Halifax County club will prepare the sowp for
the children for a month begimning the middle of December. The

serving of hot soup during those weeks kept wp the last year's
attendance for that time. The effort will be repeated this year
“with the hope that it will have the same effect.

Many of the Hanover 4~ Clud members have pledged
%o raige ome dollar each towards the purchase of ground for a
recreational center.

: Agents, leaders, and paremts reali
young people mneed plenty of wholesome eati
Clud programs usually include this feature.
recreational activities employed
softball, games with home-made equipment,
door games. The Halifax report memtions the fact
the evening clud meetings is often devoted to the
$0 be played in a later meeting. On community clud meeting night
young and not so yousng people oftem play games together.

The cases cited delow are not isolated ones. All
counties are at work on this need.

£lab and Commupity Recreation ia Pittsylvania

e Handbook for Recrestios leaders apd Play for
4-H Clubs afford the material needed for agent and leaders in

the recreation work. One-act plays and club parties furnished an
incentive for better clud attendance. Training was given in
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hospitality in the clud and home. Iadividual clud members
served as host and hostesses at cludb parties. Two clubs iavited
the parents of the club members to attend meetings. This idea
created a great deal of interest on the part of the pareats.

Rural boys and girls are more contented on Bedford
farms since they have lesarned to spend some time ia good whole~-
some play. The older boys make games for their younger sisters
and bdrothers and teach them how to play them. In many back:
yards may be seen seesaws, swings, and sand boxes, which the unh
folks enjoy. The older children play checkers, bingo, and the
wuch liked marble game, slien the weather is dad. As socon as the
weather permits they play all kinds of out door games.

BAISING MONEY FOE CLUD ACTIVITIES

Agents reported many many ways employed to raise
funds for clud purposes. A few of the ways are listed: game
secials, box parties, and one-act plays in Pittaylvania, style
show 4ia Asherst, King William charged a small fee t0 enter gsuch
gsmes as bingo, lotte, dominoces, checkers, monopoly, pick - wp -
stickes. Seasonal socials proved very popular also, as all
ments were donated, proceeds were net. The Bedford report onm thig
topic follows:

Club members are oftem faced with the guestion “How
$0 raise money for club activities?!® This year they l-n tried

' candy
- 2. Meking ehildren's clothes from bags and selling them
3. Selling hot dog

Plaa for Training and Use of lesders sad Results

; Seven counties held regular leaders' meetings
during the year. The assistance given by the state girls' clud
agent to agents and leaders of Halifax and Pitteylvania counties

programs should de built around comsunity needs. In Kiag WMilliam
two county meetings were held for the purpose of discussing and
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and explaining the comnty-wide umit for this year. The division
of responsidility between agent and leaders for domducting home
improvement project for their respective clubs was made. The
louiss experience is chosen because of the splendid work done in
that county.

locel leadership in louisa County

For 1938 twenty-four adults and five older girls
in clubs were selected as leaders, nineteen of the ddults were
purely organization leadars. The first traimiag work began
December 16, when county 4-H Leader Planning meeting was held in
the court room from tem to two in the aftermoon. Six clubs with
eight leaders were present. After the discussion of individual
and community needs, the activities for 1938 were studied and each
leader sade a tentative cludb program for her clud for Jamuary,
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twenty-
ifty-five days to the work.

Four regional 4-H meetings were held duriag this
year as follows: July 8 at Surry Court House, July 12 at St. Paul
School, Lasrenceville, July 13 at Ruthville in Charles City County,
and at the Virginia Seainary in Iynchburg on July 15. These
meotings brought together more than 1680 persons — club members,
their pareats, clud leaders, and friends. An spproved 4-H progras
was conducted on each occasion. Among the special offerings were

"
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group singing, & health play, corvect dress demonstrations, model
clud meetings, and stories of projects.

Tine was spent in giving each nominee for clud
offices the chance to execute some of the duties expected of him
before he was voted on. This seemed to have been a pretiy good
campaign stunt and assured us of a corps of gapadle officers.
Attention 1s called to the Bedford agent's report, page 28, for
an scoount of the broadcast staged as that county's offering.

SOUNTY FAIRS.

Bo special 4-H Fairs were held. Clud members sent
their exhidits to the County Fairs as did their elders. The
prizes won ly successful club members are most welcome as fars
girls never have too much money and are greatly emcoursged Yy these
winnings. y :

; Pnotlalli all of the counties hold clubdb picaics
during the summer) though procedure differs slightly.

The 4-H Clud mesbers and leaders of King William
took a very active part in the county pionic. The gemeral theme
of the day was the presentation of one-act plays and stunts W

;- the clud members. The clubs’ response to producing plays in their
recreation led to the

in making arrangsments for the
The attendance on this ocession was 175. Prises of

attendance.

louisa Club Members Vigit Washington

A group of seventeen young people, “mo than
fourteen years old, composed the party for the educatiomal towr
planned in February and conducted July 14. The growp went to




Achi evement programs for 4-H and adult work were
usually conducted on the same day in the various comaties reporting
on that subject, one half day being devoted to each. The Pitteyl-
vania agent held her Achievement Day program October 8, with an
attendance of 175. The 4-H presideat presided. The program con-
sisted of clud reports, & demonstration in first aid, learned at
the State Short Course, and anaddress bty District Ageat J. L. Charity.

The King William 4-H Club Council cooperated with
the County Advisory Board in spiusoriag the first Achievement Day
progran. BReports of the year's work were made by each cludb sember.
Exhibits of camned products, clothing, homemade furaniture, handi-
craft articles, dried vegetables, and flowers supplemented clud
reports. A representative of the State Department of Public Health
on improved Realth conditions in the coumty.
who
and

lectured
made t0o members
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Meld Agent J. B. Plerce, Assistant Direcior
C. A. lontgomery, and Miss Sylvia Slocum, district agent, were
anong those who inspected the exhibit.




Poplar Springs,
"Anything worth doing at all is worth
have proven that statement this year
thelr home and farm work.

All cludb members learmed to made beds, to care for
their rooms, to make wood boxés and trash baskets, to care for the
yards, and to look after the lamps and dighes. The older girls
and boys learned to bottom chairs, to mske furniture out of orange
rutn. and to mend brokenm furniture and steps.

e S A G AN

During the winter months these cludb doys and girls
planned their gardems. It was fum to look over new catalogues
and select the seeds they wished to grow in their gardens, always
keeping in mind at least one new vegetable. WThen planting time
‘came they consulted the "Planting Calendar® and studied the
“Garden Suggestions", which were furnished them each month bty
V. P. I. Expension Service.

QLDER YOUTH GROUPS ;

!ho-utrqoﬂdubd done by and Yor older
youth groups seems to iadicate that a start has
‘right direction. Ome group made uwp entirely of
two women and one man as advisors, discussed
' corrvect dress, table etiquette, and "Do's and Ton't's
~ ship Relations®. It is hoped that public conduct will
" and personal pride increased as the result of these activi
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This meeting was held at Virginia State College,
Moﬂm June 8-11. BEach moraning religious exercises were
held on the lawn; vesper services were held each evening.

The theme for this meeting was "Fraiming for
Leadership®. The district agents led the discussions on "Leader's
Responsibility to His Family” and "Leaders Responsibility to His
Community®. Clud songs and games were high lights, and the
delegates had an opportunity to demomstrate thelr abilities as
leaders.
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One of the most interesting and helpful features
of this program was the demonstrations im first aid under the
direction of the leader of Boy Scouts 4f Richmond, Virginia.
Bedford clud -bon are putting these demonstrations inmto

practice.

Field Agent J. B. Pierce and vigitors fros Hampton
Institute and Haiti were presemt.

‘ On the closing night the program was made wp of
county offerings. It was surprising t6 see what splendid talemt
some of the counties presemted.

About 226 delegates and agents werée preseant.

The statistical reports give definite figures con-
cerning gajor projects and other work dome. It is impossidle,
however, to estimate the moral values of work accomplighed
through extension activities. Points listed below are commom to
practically all of the counties:

umm‘

hodﬂdcwo!lnhnincnudhdl clubs
in counties where definite leadership training
was done.

nqudum-c—mnus—nn
possible to acquire homes.

3. mmwu

Houses were painted, thirteen in one county. Bath
rooms were installed, kitchens repaired, remodeled,
rearranged, supplied with running water in a few
instances; storage spaces were provided, lawns
developed, a few homes built, and electric sppli-
ances secured in some homes.

Not emough was done, howeer, to satisfy leaders or
agents, because of the large field still open for

development.

A glance at the individual marrstive reports will
reveal that each agent made a different summary of results, bdut
the statement above shows a characteristic cross section.




OUTIOOK FOR 1939 A

The ority of the reports indicated that more
leader-participation A\s needed in order to insure greater results
in 19239. One county essed the fact that clud members are
working towards a stronger advisory btoard. The work in family
relationships should strengthened. JMore should be done for
older youth. The Live-at-Home program must bdecome a reality.
The development of the whole farm and home demonstration in
certain counties will receive more attention. With the progress
already made and plans already on foot, the outlook for 1939 seems
distinctly encouraging.

RISTRICT AGENT'S NARRATIVE REFORT

May 1, 1938 ended twenty-five years of work ia the
capacity of supervisor of Jeanes teachers who did part-time home
demonstration work 1913 -~ 1980, and supervisor of home agents,
1921 - 1938. Very friendly relations with present day Jeanss
teachers still exist.

Group meetings for home demonmstration agents were
uwtmuuuuuuudctth-uumu-.“u
leaders' conferences and program making. Such meetings were held
in Richmond or Ashland for the louisa, Hamover, and Kiag William
agents; in South Bostom or Chatham for the Pittaylvania and Halifax
workers, and in Iynchburg or Asherst for Bedford, Asherst, and
Nelson agents.

; Assigtance was given agents individully throughout
the year with whatever seasonal problem presented itself, such as
planning for the yearly program of work, working out details for
community improvement activities in demonstration and cooperative
communities, meeting individuals or groups of county people,
working out method demonstrations, visiting result demonstrations,
and planning for special days such as Advisory Board meetings,
4-H Club Councils, Bally and Achievement Days.

) It seemed advisable this year to hold fewer exten-
sion schools. None was held in home agents' counties. All die~
trict agents cooperated with one held in Greemesville County.

A vegetable canning demonstration on the first day of the school
gave about forty women, who came in feom thefive surrounding
counties, the chance to assist in putting wp cora, beans, beets,
and soup mixture. A made-from-bags exhibit was demonstrated on
the second day of the schodl.




Amelia, Albemarle, Prince Bdward, and Buckingham
cougties were visited and work done with women according to
requests from the several ageants. In Amelia and Lunenburg special
efforts were made to give the women an idea of preparing exhidbits
for the Five County Fair to be held at Blackstons in Septesmber.

In Albemarle, Prince Biward, and Gloucester "The Satiefying Bed-
roon® was the topic for discussion. The Buckingham agent asked

me to take up with his grouwp simple improvements which people of
small feans could put into practice. An exhibit of articles made
from bags was used here to show how simple things could de uged to
train clud members, young and not so young, towards better standards
and ideals.

Upon invitation from the agents ia Powhatan,
Chesterfield, and Henrico, assistance was givenwith the judging
at county fairs in the counties named. Judging was done, also, at
the Five County Pair held at Blackstone , by invitation from the

people gathered. No priszes were offered,
sade by the district home agent.

MORX WITH SUSSEX COUNTY WOMEN

Special attention was given to two groups of women
in Sussex County with the hope of assisting them with home improve-
ment prodlems. A demonstration’ Baking inexpensive Christmas
presents and Christaas tree decorations was givea to each group in
addition to the necessities mentioned above.

SOMUNITY IMPROVEMENT IESPECTIONS

Four days were spent in visiting and checking wp
on hoses included in the community improvement contests in
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burg and Pittaylvania counties. About
seen and every place visited showed that
$o the rules laid down for goveraing this special wo
ingtances other improvemeats, such as new windows, doors,
porches, and occasionally, an extra room had been added.
gardens were observed in both counties.

&H CLUB WOREK
Special help was given 4-H Club work ia Chesterfield,
Henrico, and Powhatan counties.

Had conferences with field and district agents at
Hampton Institute and at the Virginia State College to consider
pland for detter work.

T R O R i

Conferences were had here at the state office with
the state home agent and the state girls cludb agemt.

The district home agent participated im conference
with clothing specialist and three home agents ia Richmond and
attended Rural Electrification Conference im Petersburg. Attended
a County Planning Board meeting in Hanover Coumty.

Adult Biucation movement in the state.

Trom tine to time many calls came to thig office
for help with food preservation prodblems. Since it is impossidle
for one person to fill all engagements, the coming of the Ball
worker was very fortunate. She visited and worked iz nine farm
agents' counties, four with home agents, and two counties having
neither fars nor home agent. The digtrict home agent arranged
the itinerary and had msore calls than the worker could fill.

LISITS 70 HOME BOOWOMICS -LASSES

Two talks were given before groups of home economics
students at Hampton Institute and omne group at the Virginia State
College to acquaint them with actiyvities of home desonstreation
agents in Virginia.
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ATRICAN MISSIONARIES YISIT EXTENSION QFFICE

Twice during the year white missionaries, at home
on furlough from their African mission fields directed by Mrs.
Malcolm, U. 8. D. A., have vigited our office and made stulies
of work as done by extension agents. Two of them, Mr. and Mre.
Irwin, were former Hampton Institute workers. The other group
not only spent & long time in our office, but went to Iouisa and
visited homes with our local home agent. The simple water systems
seen in some of the lLoulsa homes interested them very much. They
said that they esaw possibilities for getting water in their

African homes in the same way, as a convenient water supply was
one of their great problems.

IEE NEGRO QRGANIZATION SOCLETY OF VIRGINIA

Assistance was given this socliety in its work for
better homes, farme, schools, health, and business. Since its
work is largely with rural people, it is no hardship to help it
along.

\

Acknowledgement is made to the president and other
workers of Virginia State College who have cooperated with exten-
sion workers this year; to Hampton Institute for the same sort of
service; to the field agent for the special guidance which he

ven us; to our state officials, and to the faithful yousg
Mrs. Anita Orawford Tisdale, who derved as secretary from
1930 to June 1938, and who passed away November 19, 1938.
was & fai extension worker. =
BRURLS
With better trained local leaders more efficient

vk can be done. In the mew year much emphasis will be placed
n leader-training work.

Respectfully submitted,
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