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line of work carried ovt during the year. It is estimated that 77 dif-

ferent memakers, landowners, and others have ben assisted. etailed

afofmation on this work has been stated wnder Yorticulture. The use

a sare o e oquipment was emphasised threugh the L=H Farm and lome

Klectric Project wit OYySs Ar firlis.

Twe meetings wers held wit reference Lo electric eguiment and instal-

lati f sewerage and water systems. survey was made to Jetermine

w1l residences in the ty that do nst have water under pr ire. lans

were made t tagt, by letter, the persons en the list and offer as-

pistance ir mishing 1 rma tion w ther help through local plumbers
sredit agencies t nstall water systems. This work was no

this year, wever it is expected that a further survey will be

Jamary.

In 2 Commnity Improvemsnt bs, an objective was included to improve
home 1ighti n a tota f 13 homes. Representative of the local
rwer npany was obtained who discussed "Lighting and Electrical Prob-
lems on the Pam and in the Home" t the mrunity Improvement
de eetings, {om > ist of the > ower mpany diseus ed
"Tmprovement 1 ight

Tecter Mahting was als sCu S with 4« b Members. w lighting
was improved in at loast 15 e s, stly through the use of proper lamps
he Agent worked closely with the local ower mpany*s Agricultural Rep-
resentative, and discussed w im some of the slectrical problems or
fams. The Neoresentative al soussed this with 2 of the Community
sprovement Clubs.

AFETY

2 anity Improvement Clubs.
istance was ¢ \ nni L ctives and assistance given in
procurir speakers e > r jectives. T™e local Health
saitarian spore or > ealth condit and requirements for sewer.ige
syntens at one of the 7] oti b meatings, the Agent in-
formed the members o e servi ffered through the local
ealth it Office, suc £ Pl drinking water. ne Com=
munit sprovement ) ! stive to have a dental cheok-up
esach & months; to part y1i0 vaceine clinies; to have 6 people
pa=ticipate in the Blo ave U peogk have improvement in diet.
The Mrector of the 1 it discussed at 2 Community Improvement
1ub Veotings the ser £ ffe t the loca ealth s. ne Com=
mnity [mprovement t red and conducted a rst Ald Course for
wdilts and made contrib ms to the ™ Assocliation. Members in each
lub were encourared > XRays made when the "nit was in the

oomtye.

ore telephones and better service was an objective 1 me _ommunity

ube A community as been started wmbers in 1 Cosmunity Club.
‘emie1rs the differ bs worked for rovement in the hard-surfac-
ing roads, an b ! iifferent road problems. The Res-




S meetings of the Poard held during the ysar. Farmers were encouraged

to participate in the Tdewater il servation District Program. As~
sistance was given in establishing the soll conservation practices through
the ASC Program, a als n setting up o' jectives in the Tidewater Soil
;onserv . tior strict Program.

n connectior th the vikilife Program, forty-two h=H Club members comple ted
this Project. eed, obtained through & local County “ume .arden, was dis-
tributed to 37 different members in this Project. Seed from the same source
was also obtaine r a number of farmers in the County for border planting
f flelds. Tt has already been =2taled that the L« lubs conducted pro-
grams concemir ildlife.

v i . L &g YENT
One of the goals dor this line of work was to assist farmers with plans
for the struction of new storage bulldings to house home-grown grains.
This wo also include plans for trench or bunker or stack-type silos.
nr the year, 15 or yre different plans have been distributed includ-
ing ms for storage, fos equipment for livestock, portable cattle
feeders, farvowin ens an’ stalls, holding chutes and other types of fam
equipment. As a result the "rucellosis program, all beef cattle prod-
wers have constrmcted some type of holdd shute for cattle. Some very
oxcellent chutes have been constructed.

Through the L-H Tmactor Maintenmance Project, 15 Four-H Club members and
cthers have learned t glv etter care and maintenance to their tractors.

I LANNT A STHESS

A¢v least 1lh families have been worked with in the ldentifying, analyzing,
and solving of complex inter-related problems of the farm and/or home. In
this County, there are a mumber of farms in the ‘state area, as designated
in a land vese map. In most cascs, when the famm is purchased by a new
owner, the Agent is called in to discuss farm enterprises and problems. he
wgent 1is calle m often in some o ® %0 assist in getting the new farm
owmer started in his farm operations.

Many farmers requost the C ty pent to visit the famm for general fam
mana ement planning. t is estimat that 289 different farmers or other
individuals have been assisted in this line of work. A nusber of famers
have Leen advised with reference to obtaining farmm credit and in making
contact with the different sources of farm credit, including the local ban k.
Assistance has beer iven w ith reference to filing for Social Security,

and assistance ive n contacting the local cial Security Representative.
Fam record keepi as been encouraged with adult and ke Club members.

IVIT THE % 1 3 3 2 T vT

The landscaping of " y nds has t Lhe nost important phase in this




Ciroular entitled "Spraying Fruit - A Spray Program for me Oardeners”
The spray chart includes spray 1 rmati r apples, ars, peaches,
plums, cherries, grapes, raspberries, and strawberries. Informution
from this 'ircular was als sCuss atl 3 f the jen section
of the Uloucester man's . was also given on a
radio program.

It is estimated that 252 Mmers a ther i als were assisted
with subjects relating to the vegetable garden. ach month, from Jan~
wary throush November, 150 vegetalle ciroulars which are prepared at
miled to farmers ar t n the ty. Through phone
office visits, ar oo nd & mprovement lub meetings, informa-
tion has be riven about vegetable gardening. The } Community Improve-

ment Tlobs incloded to rovement in frits and

vegetaLles.
During the Summer y agetabls gardens could
be se=: throusmout 3 Y, Y 1'b members grev ex-

celle gardens.

n Associate "xtensi rtd 1turis 1 w lkins, discussed vegetable
3 prer at ) panit lub meetings. e Apent
1lso 4isousse 1 mun provement “lub meetings.
At 2 of the ! % X tings A . Smith, Jr., Asso~
clate Extension iec L V.P. tiscussed ornamental horticul-
and landscape gardenis A me . also held in one Commurdty

hich time Mr »f shrubs and landscap~

The rginia ywer rowers' Assoc Lor is an organisation of
jaffodil pgrowers i loucester, nties, held 2 meet~
ings ir loucester dur the Mr. Smith discussed
"How Plicking Practices Ma . r t r the Quality the
Flowers . \t another meeting, marketing and freight problems were dis-
enssed anc rectors a f1 rs were elecled. t is estimated at least
h) different (lower growsrs a: tiers were assisted with daffodil prod-
ption and 1§ mat artaining rmamental shrubs.

TLOLIFE

jomy phases of AT . mservation have been included in the Agron-
yy Program and in the restry Program. L is estimated that 193 farmers
and other individuals were assisted in adopting recommended practices. This
included ch practices as proper land use, crop rotations, drainage, the

s recommended fertilizers, lan learing, and soil testing. The Agent
attended 11 ASC meetings, i voted ays working with this Agenecy to

1l conservation. As Secretary of the Tidewater Soll
rvisors, the Ament arranged and attended

> .

help further promote o
wmservation Mstrict card S




he ipent attended the L+ 1b mgress in Chicage and retuamed
to the County in Necember, 1957. A L=H b member also attended
it that time, a Was a tional wimner in wrestry.

The k-1 b program o¢ i not have been aceomplished without the
assistance of 21 Adult | 31 eaders and 17 Junior lesaders; also
ivlt Leaders ] ! mmodity Committees, Community Ine
provement s and bu 3} organizations. In recognition of
the wor 1 ) y four ki Tecognition Certificates
d 6 Pour Ls > ti s were awarded to eaders; 1

in
ears; and 3 for 5 years as L=H Club Leaders.

KIT DATRYIN

The same L dairymen have continued to operate in the County during the
year, however, dairy cows on farms have miinved to decline.

An fort was made during the year to have all dairymen in the County
become members o! the rfolk Milk Producers' Cooperative, and this was
acsomplished, Many benefits have come to the dairymen as a result of
menbership in this Cooperative.

Only 2 dairymen are members the local D.H.I.A. Assistance was given
by the Agent in planning the area meetin f the D.H.I.A. which Includes
6 Counties. The meetin: was held in Urbanna, in Middlssex County.

Through the Pasture and Forage Crop rrograms, already discussed, dairy-
men were included in the programs. Special assistance has been given to

1 dairyman who has been cluded in the Fam levelopment Program.

Assistance was given in compl he dairy questionnaire by dairymen

in the County. alirymen were enc aed to atiend local area meetings
held in an adjoining Count cerning Ik handl of milk. lans were
worked out for 2 dairymen to start in bulk handling, and assistance given
another in helpi to aceomplish this. A third dairyman will have bulk
tank handlir facilities r 'irst of the year.

The County h-H ‘alry Calf b has not held regular meetings, as such,
however, members enrolled in the Dairy Project were given special train-
ing in jud ing. The Dairy Calf Club awarded to one of the mambers of the
alry Calf Club, a cow model. This was the fourth cow model awarded a
member of the Calf b for having judged in the Natiomal Contest.

XIII HORTICULTIRE

"isease and insect control with tree fruits and vegetables were the lead-
ing topics in assistance gl en home owners. Other subjeots were also
vorked with duri the ar, cluding omanental hortialtire and the
daffodil program.

It is estimated that L3 different farmers and other individuals were as-
sisted with problems pertaining to fruit. A number of famms were visited
an assistance glven in prunin ifferent tree mits. Hany requests for
information on spray wore answered 4rd information givem in the V.P 1.

22.




l. ethods & Results:

Bight of the nine b ‘ecretaries turned in Secretary
competiti ntest. \wards were made at the
rogram in : savir
total of #25. d tri
Lthe test.

books for
wonievement
s scoounts to 4 of the members. A
ted by the Pank of Gloucester for

™ jective
To promote L
provement

28 o ] g=H Dalry i rogran. The
warded §1 ’ 17 tstanding L= lub mem-
Arthur was a member of the [tate

individual at the lantiec
the Mational Invitational
n the production

I in Chicago in

t is to the 2 most outstand-
- lub members i ir In addition to this, 2
of the ity Imor n buted $512. for the pur-
chase ) subseriptions ) h-il News. The subscrip-
tions we sent L= ool libraries and to bar-
ber st £ the 1 enent "lubs sponsored special
recreational activit in their Comunities.

A total of 51 awarded to k=1l Ulub members for
ou tatanding wor ts and activities, ther a~
wards which have r received by k- D nembers
a resente st ¢t € nt ‘ay Program include the
i and the special poultry awards
the Poultr eld ay

ears - ec Awards

to nine ke a res

soor

t
¢ al p ts. w awards were made possible by

eniers d ' 1try rean .
aby lub jackets, a poultry feeder and
awards. 8 nine L«

wmittee and the rm

4 who made
ra b & tion receive rises
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eam, and reod r vidual : ) vemseys, and
th high i i ver-all ju w of 5 different dairy
breeds ) airy dgi test ut Waterloo, R
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Project. The Agent and 2 older L-H Club boys attended the
istriet Training Meeting held in Tappahamnock in Jamuary. The
2 boys then gave instruction to 15 Four-ll members at i meetings
held at a local Tractor Dealer's Shop.

Another specific enrollrent goal was to emroll 4O boys and girls
in the Farm and Fome Tlectric Project., PForfy-two were enrolled
with 36 completing 96 articles., The nuber of girls enrolled did
not mest the regquirements for the District Contest and only a boy
attended the L-H Electric Congress held in Richmond. The Agent
attended part-tine.

Although there was not a definite goal relative to the number to
enroll in the Forestry Project, special emphasis was given to
this. Fifty-two members enrolled with 39 completing. The mem-
bers included in the different forestry projects offered, in-
cluded forestry appreciation. The nuwber of trees planted has
been stated under Forestry.

ntomolozy was another project which received special attention
during the year through the special assistance of an Adult Lead-
er. Exhipits of the insect collections were displayed at the
istrict Contest Day, also at the local High School and at the
snnual h=H Achievement P rogram. wat of the 15 members who com~
pleted this project, carried on outstanding work during the year.
Three of the members gave demonstrations at the inmual ichieve-
ment Prosram on the nit T and it II Entomology Projects.

Activities carried on with L« embers in the Swine and Poultry
‘rojects have been st.ted under livestock and Poultry headings.
wever, in addition, assistance was given by the Agent in as~
sembling and carrying tc the Atlantic RPural Exposition 10 Poul-
try exhibits for nine Jlub members. The prizes won were
amounced and awarded the Achievement Program.

In October, a special L-H Clab exhibit was put on display for 2

weeks by the Senior L= b at the (loucester Hi h Sehool. Also

a = Float was prepared by members from the thtee different hH Clubs
at the High School, for Homecoming. The float last ysar won first
place, but this year's did not place.

D. Objective

To make All Star Recomendations was an objective with 1 boy a
girl and altemates nominate

‘ethods % Results:

Recemmendations were made with the assistance of County All Star
1

shapter members, and 1 boy an irl were accepted into the or-
ganisation. ther All Stir activities included a Mscreational
Program held in August at the home of 2 of the All Star members.




sex County on June Tth, with an attendance of 140 Four-H
members, leaders and parents. lans were made also for the
observance Rurml Life Sunday, which was observed in Muy wit
% progran at th nion Baptist reh, in one section, and the
First Presbyterian rch, another section, of the County.
Trough Comittecs appointed at the Council meeting, including
dult [saders, the programs were worked out with the Ministers.
oty-wide program was reviewed by the Agent at the April
meeting. lans were made also for the District and
™ rees. lans were al made at this meeting for
the k¥ District ntest Day held at the Atlantic ml Exposi-
tion on 10th.
The goal to have fifty Ll members to attend the District LeH
Jamp was exceeded as there were 63 Four<H boys and girls who
attended, wit lLeaders a the County Agent. A goal of 1k
menbers and 1 Adult Leader was set to attend the State lL-H Short
Jourse. The delegation that did attend included 6 girls, 13
boys, 1 Adult Woman lLeader and the Agent. Most of the members
took part ir fferent contests and activities of the Short
Jourse. Tie results will be discussed later in the report. The
goal to have 1 member attend the Forestry Camp, and § mesbers at-
tend the servation wp was not attained, however, the Fopres-
try Camp w eld the same date as the State Short Course, and
for this reason no member attended. Plans were made, and members
errolled to attend the meervation Camp, however, cirvumstances
eveloped that no one attended.

In the Nistrict Contests held on May the 10th, at the Atlantic
Rural Exposition, L-H Teams from the County competed in the Jr.
and Sr. Poultry and Livestock Judging Contests, and the Sr. Dairy
Jud ing Contest. Demonstrations were given on the Egg Orading,
lectric and restry Projects by Jr. and Sr. members. A Jr.

and a Or. member participated in the k<M Tractor Driving Contest.
A total of )0 members, leaders, and the Agent attended the oon-
tests. The members won a total of 36 ribtons. A County school
bus w sed for transportatior

At the September meet! f the Counéll, plans were made for the
Anmual L<H Achievement Program and plans for the completion of
=¥ Club projects. The different awards that were made at the
Achievement Program will be stated later in the report.

bjective:

To enroll keH members in the 41
ob jective with l<i! members enro

fferent h=H Projects of fered was an
lled in 450 projects as a goal.

1. ethods

Yembers enrolled in a total of B2 projects and completed 39. A
specific goal was to enroll 20 members in the Tmotor Maintenance




XI L-H CLUB WORK

This year, out-of-the-County L=H Club activities attended Ly the Agent
included: the L-H Tractor School; the Jamestown L-H District Short
ourse, as Nirector; the State hH Short Course; the Electric Comgress
in Richmond (part-time and the State L=H idult leaders' Conference.
Participation by Li-H members in all of the events, relating to them,
has been very outstanding by many. th the assistance of the County
=l Council, Adult leaders, and tusiness organizations, the l-H Club

Progran was carried sul during the year with much interest by L-H
members and leaders. The accomplishments will be noted under methods

and masults.
bjective:

e reorganizati f nine h-H Clubs with an enrollment of 380
members was the first objective and goal for the year.

1. Methods & Results:

[n November, nine L~H Clubs were reorganized, officers elected
and boys and girls enrolled. Hrls are enrolled although there
is no Home Demonstration Agent in the County. A total of 36k
menbers were enrolled.

bjective:

worganiszation of the County k- ncil was an objective with a
goal of 3 meetings to be held during the year.

ethods Resulte:

\t the meetir the L= neil held in Januvary, officers
were elected, objectives for the County-wide L«H Club Program
were set up by the members. This ineluded a discussion and
plans for programs for meetings of the different clubs. "Con=
servation of Natural Tesources" was the gmmeral subject se-
lected for progrims. Each “1lub conducted programs on the sub-
jects of Forestry, Jater, 1, Minerals, Wildlife, and Fish~-

eries.

In Mirch, National h-H C1 wek was observed in the County

with a display o rinted posters at } different schools, and
also posters made by L~H members at J} different schools. A
special display was prepared ly L-H mambers at the H.5. and
remained on exhibit for the week. A mdio program wars given
with the use of the tape recorder which included a program con=-
sisting of group singing of the "Plowing Song®, by one L=H Club,
and an interview by the Agent of 5 older k-H Club members and 1
dult Leader.

At the April Cowneil meeting, plans were made for the Annual
lally Day Program which was 'eld at Cam yodelift in Middle-

17.




At the hth Amnual CountyForestry Club Supper Meeting, forestry
certificates for the first time were awarded Ly the V. .l. Agricel-
tural Extension rvice to 6 Adults who were first-place winners

in the different forestry improvement practices. Certificates

were also presented with £75.00 in cash, to five k- Club members
who were first-place winners in the different forestry improvement
practices. A total of I different people attended the supper meet-
ing.

A total of 95% acres were approved for chemical treatment to con-
trol undesirable hardwoods, and a total of LS acres vere thimnned
for forest stand ilmprovement. The most ocutstanding accomplishme nt
in this line of work was the planting of 163,000 pine seedlings in~
cluding the trees planted by the Lh~H members. It is estisated

that a total of 79 different farmers and other indiwiduals were
assisted directly, or indirectly, to adopt recommended practices.
The County Agricultural Extension Service Forestry Committee, the
local ASC 0ffice Manager, the Soil Comservationist, and the local
Representatives of the Virginia Division of Forestry, working with
the County Agent, and through the County Forestry Clab, made it
possible to carry out the objectives and almost obtain the goals.

The Agricultural Committees of the 3 Community Improvement Clubs
also helped in carrying out the objectives.

X FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT

At the beginning of the year there were 11 furmers participating in the
Farm and Home DNDevelopment Program.jork was started on an individual basis
and has continued in this manner. No home development phase is included
in the program in the nty, as there is no ‘lome "emonstration Apent.

A. Objective:

An objective was to work with the 11 familiss in the Farm Development
Program with a goal of each family's adopting at lesast 2 recommended
practices. All famillies were visited during the year, and assisted
with some phases of farm development.

1. Methods & Results:

fne farm was visited 10 times; another fam - 9 times; and 2 fam~
ilies - 8§ each; one was visited 7 times. Assistance was given in
the following farm practices: Crops & Rotatiom, Pasture Improve-
ment, Livestock Improvement, Yealth, Fav= Plans, Porestry, Seil
and ater Conservztian, Poultry [mprovement, Community Activities,
Dairy Improvement, Farm Machinery, Marketing & Wutlook Informae
tion and FParm Vater Systeams.

Objective:

The objective and goal to work with k new families was not acocomplished.
However, a total of 21 days was devoted to work with the Farm Develop-
ment families.

16.




B bjective:

Wworking through tie organization of the County Forestry Club,
members and other landowners were encouraged to plant pine
seedlings and carry out other forestry ilmprovement practices,
with a goal of 500,000 seedlings to be planted in the 1958 plant~
ing season. Another goal was to improve 250 acres of forest
land through chemical control of undesirable hardwoods, also 225
acres to be bulldozed f~r jianting pine seedlings, and 500 acres
of forest stand improvement by thinning.

1. Methods & Results:

At h=H Club meetings, applications were fillad out by 29 Four-

H Club members who received a total of 12,400 seedlings which were
planted Yy them. The trees were obtained without cost through
the Virginia Division of Forestry with a limit of 500 per member.
fowever, 1900 trees vere given to the L~H members by the President
of the local Bank. The trees were delivered by the Agant and the
mexbers piven instruction in "heeling in*, and “how to plant®. In
March, the third Annual County Forestry Tour was held beginning
with a luncheon held at the local Fotel, through the courtesy of
the loeal Bank. In the afterncon, 5 different forestry areas were
visited by O different h=H and FFA mesbers, and idults, at which
time forestry improvement practices in planting open and cut-over
areas, killing nuisance hardwoods, spacing and thinning of plant-

ed areus, and bulldozing areas, were seen.

\s & restlt of forestry improvement pructices which have been car-
ried cut in the County during the past several years, 12 landowners
were selected, and Tree Fam Certificates and Tree Farm Signe were
awarded to them at a special Forestry Supper Meeting, held at

West Point. Following this mesting, a special program on Vorestry"
was presented at the May meeting of the Gloucester Huritan Club,
and a representative of the Chesapeake Corporetion presented Tree
Fam Certificates and Signs to the mesbers who were not present to
receive the avards at the “est Point Meeting.

Assistance was given by the Agent in July %o a representative of
the Chesapeake Corporation in visiting 17 farms to chatk areas to
be bulldozed by the Chesapeake Corporation. This operation was
conducted only for members enrolled in the County Forestry Club,

at a low cost to the owner, to promote forestry improvement prac-
tices. A total of 112 acres were bulldosed during the year. This
did not equal the musmber of acres set in the goal, however, several
landowners employed private operators te bulldoze forestry areas.

The Agent arranged for the amual jJudging of the forestry improve-
ment practices carried out by the members of the County Forestry
Jlube This was dore for 19 Adults and 2} Pour<H sembers. Members
of the Judging Team included Forrest Patton, Chesapeske Corp., John
Oraff, Virginia Mvision of Forestry, and Ed 0111, Associate Ex-
tension Forester, at V.P.T.

15.




same day as the Poultry Tour. Members of the County Poultry
;onmittee, with the assistance of the Poultry Speclalists at
V.7.T., visited 29 Four-H boys and girls enrolled in the L-H
Project. The projects of the members were scored as a basis
for awards which were presented at the L-i ichlevement Pro-
gram in November.

| B bjective:

Another objective was to have poultrymen vacecinate for bronchitis
with a goal of S producers doing this as a new practice.

1. ¥Yethods &4 Results:

1is was encouraged at poultry meetings, especially the Region-
al Meeting, and through poultry publications. No definite in-
formation is avallable as to the mumber of producers who have
adopted this as a new practice. Through the work of the County
Poultry Committee, assisting the igent, a total of 130 different
farmers and other individuals have been assisted directly, or in-
directly to adopt recommended practices.

IX FORESTRY

Forestry has become one of the most active phases of the County Extemsion
Progrm. At a meeting of the County Extension Service Forestry Committee,
held in Jamuary, the members discussed the County Forestry situation.
Statistics were submitted relative to bulldosing work which had been done,
and other information on improvement practices in forestry. Also dis-
cussed was the amount of drain from the County of hardwood and softwood,
pulpwood cut, sawmill operations, and other forestry facts. From this
discussion, the Associate Extension Forester, C. E. Oill, and the Dis-
triet Yorester of Virginia Mvision of Forestry were asked to obtain fur-
ther facts which may be used as a basis for further planing the forestry
program to further help with forestry improvement practices in the County.

A. Objective:

The first objective was to continue the County Forestry Club, and the
ctivities of the Club, with a goal to increase the membership to 50.

1. Methods & Pesults:

An activity which was pushed more than ever this year, was to en~
courage L~i members in the Forestry Project, especially the "Tree
Planting Project”, and also to enroll the k-H members in the For-
estry Clib. Adults were encouraged to carry out forestry improve-
ment practices, and to join the County Forestry Club. Special

news articles were written with reference to using the local ACP
Program to assist the landowners in carrying out forestry practices.
A Comnittee also solicited new members in the Club. A totul of 58
Adult and Junior members enrolled in the Club during the year.

k.




This practice has been discussed with poul ' rymen at meetlings and
on farm visits of the Agent. At lesst 2 flock owners have provided
lights in poultry houses.

C. Objective:

The County Commitiee sponsored with the help of the Agent, the 12th
Annual alleday Regional Poultry Meeting.

1. Methods & Results:

The Tri-County Committees and Agent worked with the Agent in Middle-
sex and the meoting was held in Urbanna. Attending the Regiomal
Meeting, from (loucester, were 7 poultrymen, with a total of LS
poultrymen and others from 9 Counties. The Chairman of the (louces-
ter County Poultry Committee presided at this mseting. Toplcs dis-
cussed included "A Management Disease Control Program® by Dr. W. B.
ross; Poultry Pathologist, "Stress Factors - What Are Tiey - What
to Do About Them?", by Dr. Arthur Rinrose; and "Cost Cutting Ef-
ficiencies in Egg Production®, by Denver D. Bragg, Associste Exten-
sion Poultry Husbandman, all of V. .I. Dr. R.J. Kreuger, of a
commercial feed company, Hoanoke, Virginia, discussed *"What is the
Pilcture in the igg Imdustry?". The meeting place of the Regional
oultry Meetiny alternates between the Counties of Mathews, Middle -
sex and (loucester.

Objective:

The 6th Annual Poultry Tour was nother objective with a goal of 20
poultrymen to take part.

1. ethods & Results:

The Tour was held on the aftermoon of August the 15th, with 3 farme
At the first farm, a feed-nixing operation was seen and
ined by the operator, and D. D. Fwagg, Also seen wus the low-
cost housing, ege cellar, and other outstanding poultry practices.
new brooder house 27' x 6l with pullets in the house, with poult-
ry oquipment was seen at the next farm At the third farm, a bulk
feeding operation and feeding practices were observed. This Tour
wag conducted by meabers of the County Poultry Committee in the ab-
sence of the County Agent, who had to be out of the County on this
date, because of an emergency.

b jective:

The County Poultry Committee sponsored as an objective the County Poult-
ry Field Tay and the County gz OGrmading and Poultry Judging Teams with
a goal of having a County, District and Stite Team.

1. Methods & Results:

The Anmual h-# Field May was leld on the morming of Agnst 15th, the
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Different types of equipment used in the feeding and management
of beef cattle and hogs has been stated under this line of
work. A mumber of farmers have made much improvement and con-
structed many new types of equipment in cormection with the
feeding and handling of livestock. A mmber of holding chutes
vere constructed during the year in order to complete the Bru-
cellosis "esting program.

Objective:

The Sear's Cow-Pig-Hen Projct has been in operation in the County
for 13 years. During this time, k different breeds have been used
with the L= members. These are Berkshires, Duroces, Hampshires
and Yorkshires. This project has helped beyond any other project,
in promoting swine of improved bLreed) throughout the County. It
has helped =/ Club members to become more i terested in the Svine
Project and other farm projects. This year awards wvere presented
to five L=H Club members who completed the project. These awards
mounted to #55.70.

Only 1 member is enrollsd in the sheep project, however, this
pro jec as been encouraged among other 4= members.

In 2 of the } Comunity Improvement Cluba, objectives were includ-
ed relative to livestock. Members of the Clubs have encouraged
the feeding of more hogs with improved prmactices, as bhas been in-
iieated by the members' visiting a famm in another County.

VIII POULTRY PRC

The mumber of commercial egg producers has contimued to decline since a
year ago. The number of broilers raised during the year has declined.

The County Poultry Comittee has not encouraged the production of broilers
in the County, however, egg production has been encograged.

A. Objective:

In setting up objectives and goals for the year, the Poultry Comittee
rezlized the trend to larger commercial egg laying flocks. The chief
objective was to encourage poultrymen to purclase pullorum clean chicks
from 1.8. Supervised Hatcheries located in the County.

l. “ethods & Results:

Through news articles, the maili- g of the publicition "Peep and
Moo", published at V.P.I., to 92 commercial poultrymen in the

County each month, has helped to encourage this among poultrymen.

Objective:

Another objective was to have poultrymen use artificial 1light in the
laying house, with 2 flock owners to adopt this as a new practice.

l. ¥ethods & Results




cmmended mana . ement actices, suweh as castrating, and docking
sheep, with a goal of § farmers adopting a new practice.

1. ¥ethods and results:

jork was started last yrar in testing all cattle in the

c ty for Prucellosis. ince the work was not completed
the first year, the Agent worked with the veterinmarian in
visiting 30 or more fams, complating the work in October.
This work ! ne in cooperation with the U.S5. Mepartaent
of Agriculture cooperating with the State Veterinarian. A
certiliate, receiv=l from from the Stale Veterimarian's
Office, certifying that CUloucester County has been declared
a modified certified Brucellosis free County, was presented
by the igent to the nty rd of Sup rvisors at their
regular meeting ir vesber.

rrangements wers made at intervals during the year and as-
sistance given to local farmers in waceinating both dairy
and beef calves to prevent Srucellosis.

jows articles ha'e been prepared during the year relative to
equipment and mana ement practices recomended for swine and
sheep. This has been brought out under the first objective,
when farmers were visited on the Tour. Many farm visits were
made duri the year assisting fammers with parasite and dis-
ease control work, also feeding ana other management practices,
especlally with swine. Farmers and others have been assisted
directly, or indirectly to adopt recommended practices as
follows: beef cattle -~ 23, sheep -~ 19, and swine -~ 237.

™is year a tape recording machine was obtained Yy the Agent.
ith the use of the record machine, Specialists have been
interviewed on thelir trips to the County, the tapes to be

sed at a Lier dite on the scheduled time on the local radioe.
worge Allen, Associste Extansion Animal Masbandman, at V. .I.,
was interviewed relative to "Feeding & Yami psment of Sheep",
and the broadcast made in Yovember.

In further reference to sheep, assistance was given in ar-
ranging for st shearing bty twc iugusta County boys, one a
k=¥ Club member, later a State winmer in the Sheep Shearing
lontest, to shear a tdal of 128 sheep for 5 different prod-
vcers in the County.

A project which was attempted, but not realized, was to ob-
tain feeder lambs for a farver in the County. The lambs were
to be purchased by Swift & Company, and placed on the farm for
feedi in November and fed until about February, and then re-
sold to the Compésy: The producer was to be paild 25¢ per 1b.
for the net gain of the laabs. The Agent worked through Mr.
Allen who made an a)legut effort with the Company to get the
projoet started.




pointed out that there are many different feeding operations
with beef cattle. As a result of this discussion, the owner
changed his farming operations and produced comm for grain
wvhich he will use for feed! his beel cattls this winter.

It can be definitely stated that more farmers are using home~
grown grains and taking advantage of the facilities for hav-
ing home-grown grains ground and sixsd with supplement. The
feed grinding facilities are: Tidewater Feed Mills, Xemp
Feed Mill, and R. P. Hart and Son, in an adjoining County, and
a mobile grinding and mixing wnit. A number of farmers have
wrinding and mixing equipment on the famm.

The Agent cooperited with the Agricultural Nepresentative of
the local Power Company in sponsoring a demonstration of a
special electric feed-grinding and wmixing machine which was
set up at one of the local feed mills. About 20 farmers
visited the feed Jemonstration during the day. Some breught
their home-grown feed and had this ground. The Agent and
this Representative armanged, and carried 8 farmers of one of
the Community Tmorovement “lubs to a farm in Zssex County where
they saw a pig parlor arringement in operation and a feed-grind-
ng establisiment. The farmer was using lecally preduced grains
and he has installed one of the special electric feed-grinding
its, the same which was used in the demenstration held late
in (loucester County. nis same type feed-grinding urit was
seen by the Agent and a farmer whils attending the Institute of
Rural Affairs, at V.P.I., this year.

Assistange was given by the Agent with J livestock producers in
getting their herds TB and ‘angs tested anc calves vaccinated by

a veterinarian, and also assistance in getting the calves vaceimat
ed in time to meet the health requirements for sale through the
Feeder Calf Sales. Fifty-three calves were sold through the sale.
Assistance was given Ly the Apgent with the reoeiving and grading
arrangements at the 1 ivestock Market, when calves were brought te
market.,

nring the year, publicity was given to the different sales of
feeder calves, sheep and lambs and also purebred swine sales.

ne famer purchased ) Yorkshire gilts at the Purebred Swine Sale
held in Tappahamnock. As a result of the assistance given a famm-
er in selecting and purchasing a bred Yorkshire gilt, from Hanowr
ounty, and another famer to purchase a Yorkshire boar in 1955,
many Yorkshires can be sesen throughout the County, although many
have been crossed. From this soawe, alse, purebred pigs were ob-
tained for the Ssars L-# “ig Project for this year. The effort was
started to promote the feeding of meat-type hogs for market.

B. Objective:

The second objective set up through the Livestook Conmiftee was im-
provement in parasite and disease control, equipment and other rec-
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VII LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

The County Livestock Camittee, in planning the program and setting up
objectives for the year, discussed the different problems among beef
cattle, swine and sheep producers. The Committee decided to emphasise
improvement in feeding.

A.

Objectives:

The firet cbjective was to carry out a program that would influence
at least 9 farmers to adopt new practices in utilising more of the
home-grown grains and roughage, in feeding cattle, sheep and hogs
on the farms in the County.

1. ethods 4 Results:

The County Coomittee sponsored the Livestock Tour in March.
Publicity was given to this through the newspapers and local
radic. A eircular was not sent out about the Tour, and it was
interesting to note that the attendance was exceptionally good
for the Tour, amounting te 25.

The first place visited was White Mursh farm where the group
saw the bunker-type silo with silage yet to be fed to beef cat-
tle. The herd of fat steers was seen and also the method used
for self-feeding of the silige. Before leuving the area of the
bunker sile, Curtis Must, Extension Animal Wusbandman, at V.P.I.,
discussed different types of feedi g of livesteck, emphasising
the feeding of steers for slavghter. Different  rades of steers
vere pointed out by Mr. Mast, also the time required for feed-
ing cattle for slaughter. The prices which beef cattle prod-
wcers received at the Oraded Fat Cattle Sale held in Richmond on
M rch the 13th, were reviewed by ¥r. Mast.

The feeding of the cow herd which was seen on this farm was dis-
cussed by Mr. Mast. The method of feeding silage was explaired
by the Manager.

hanging to swine, the group saw newly arranged farrowing pens
and also heard the manager discuss the feeding and handling of
sows before and after farrowing. To learn more about the feed-
ing and managing of hogs, the group visited the farm of J. W. C.
Jatlett., lere a group of hogs which were being fed for slanght-
er were seen. Different “ypes of farrrying pens, which vere the
movable type, and the feedi and hanc!ling of sows was explained
by the owner. He uses his home-grown pine with purchased
supplement. At both farms, the group saw facilities for creep
feeding of pigs. At the third and last stop on the Tour, prod-
ucers saw the owner denonstrate the loading, by tr.ctor, of sil-
age from a stack sile inte his tractor-drawn combination manure
spreader wagon for unloading to the feeder cattle. Here, Mr.
Yast discussed the owner's feeding practices. He pointed out
the necessity of feedl more graim with the silaje. He alse




Cover crops used were vetch and orimson clover.

At the meeting of the Pasture Club, with the Com and
Soybean Clubs, 6 pasture certificates awarded by the
V.71, ixtension Service will be presented to producers
vho have met the eligibility requirements with the
pastures.

Approximately 710 acres of pasture were topdressed dur-
ing the yesar. It 1s estimated that 300 acres of new
permanent pastures have been seeded, or re-seeded this
year. Fumers indlicated much irterest in the seeding
of winter cover crops. ¥uch of the agreage will be

sed for supplementary pastarmm. Emphasis has been
glven to the scedirg of crimson clover sither alone or
in mixtures with small grain. During the past 12 months
3O news articles were prepared conceming the seeding
and fertilis tion of pastures, winter dover crops and
other crops in connection with the Forage Crop Program.

A tape recording was made of an interview with the
Pasture Specialist of V.P.I. on # visit to the County
relative to the 12 Meonths Forage Program. This tape was
broadcast over the local radis station. Livesteck prod-
ucers are giving more emphasis to the value of pasture
and other forage crope.

On the Livestock Tour, held last March, a group of 25
farmers, sgricultuml professional workers, and others
saw a large bunker-type silo arranged for self-feeding
of bee! cattle. A total of 4k madio programs was given
on pasture and forage crops. n the Livestock Tour and
the Agronomy Tour, famers had an opportunity to cbeerve
fifferent forage crops, equipment used in handling the
crops, and the different types of silos. The Tours

also emphasiszed to farmers the need of follos.ag good
ana gement practices with pasture and also the importance
of topdressing. The number of acres of alfalfa in the
Jounty is approximately 177 with 52 acres seeded in 1958.
Approximately LAS acres vwinter pasture were seeded in
1958.

’roducers of m an! soybeans have harvested excellent
yields resulting from improved cultural practices with
both crops, and excellent harvesting weather during the
2ll. The ylelds of corn has averaged sbout 65 « 75 bu~
shels per acre. The yield o gybeans has a eoraged from
25 = 30 bushels per acre. The top yleld of soybeans pro-
fuced by a member of the whean Cl was h2.6k.




3.

the other demonstration. W. W. Lewls, Extension Agronomist
at V.P.1., discussed different points about the different
hybrids About J1 farmers on the Tour had an eppertunity
to see and check Ly hand the different varisties und alse
obtain information about them. The VPT variety k26 was
one of the outstanding varietiss. A large acreage of
this variety was seeded in the County and harvested with
excellant mesults in ylelds, this Fall. Farwers used
hybrid varieties mostly that matured early and medium,
which makes it possibls to begin harvestingearly, com-
plete the harvesting of corn, and be ready to harvest
soybeans during weather that is suitable.

Due t nfavomable weather conditions, only 1 farmer and
the Agent attended the Field Day heald in October at the
arsavw Research Station.

Ob jective:

with such a favoralle growing seaseon and rainfall, as farm-
ers have in this section, the Agronomy Camittee realized
the need for more fammers to take advantage of the faverable
conditions, and grow more forage crops %o supply forage for
all types of livestock, during the year. The objective was
to emphasize a year-round forage program with a goal of 10
farmers adopting a new practice. At the Agronomy Committee
mecting, emphasis was given and it was decided to include
this as an objective. The County Agricultural Extensiomn
ervice foard adopted this objective. The J Community Im-
provement C1l bs included this in thelir objectives. Plane
were then made to carry ogt this objective and include the
continuance of the fertiliser demonstrations, although ne
fertilizer was furmished free to the producers this year.

2. Yethods & Results

the 13th Annual Agromomy Tour, a visit was made to
one of two ladine tall-grass permansnt pasture demonstra-
tions.
On another farm, where special assistance has been glven
through the Farm Development FProgram, with forage crops,
about J1 farmers saw an excellent stand of ladine Xen-
tucky 31 Fescue pasture. Barlier in the season, a out~
ting of pasture had been put inteo a stack silo. This
stack-type silo was visited and the producer explaired in
detail the making of the silage and the equipment used in
harvesting and placing this silage in the sile. The growp
also saw the special material used for covering the stack
sile.

Also seen on the Agromomy Tour were results of winter cov-
er crops which could be graged and followed by row crops.




n the Agronosmy Tour, held en August the 27th, 7 different
farmers were visited. At 2 of the farms, the demonstrations
which were arranged and started in the Spring, were seen in
the use of fertiliszer recommended in the objective and alse
fertilizer used on heavy solls and light solils, including
different analyses.

The results of using the County 100 Bushel Comm Club, Seoy-
bean Club, and Pasture Club, is indicated especially when the
Anmal Supper Meeting of the Clubs is held in Decsmber. The
meeting is made possible through the dues of the different
members to the Club, or more than one Club. Awards are made
possible through the contributions of different merchants and
dealers and others in the County. At the supper meeting teo

be held on NDecember 1lth, the awards to the 5 high producers
in the Corn and Soybean Clubswill include a sterling silver
pitcher by the Fank of Moucester to the high corn and soy
wan producers. Ten bushels of comm have been contributed Yy
the seed dealers; 14 cases of oll by oil dealers and dis-
tributors, $35.00 icmsh by an Insvrance Company and a loeal
buyer of corm, soybsans and small grain, and 1 3/4 tons of
fertilizer by fertilizer dealers and 6 tens of lime, and other
awards including the special Trophy by the 100 Pushel Comm Club.

This year certificates awarded Ly the V.P.I. Agricultural Ex-

tension Service will be presented to 1]l corn producers whe pre-
duced at least 100 bushels per acre and to J soybsan producers
who produced at least 4O bushels per acre.

The winner in the Corn Club, James M. Thrift, who produced
143.25 bushels per acre, used 900 lbs. of a 10=10-10 fertilizer
which was the recomsmendition. iny of the other members used
790 to 1000 lba.

Objective:

The County Committec realized the need for more farmers to use
recommended varieties of crops. An objective was set to en-
courage the use o recomended virieties with a goal of at
least 30 producers.

a. Methods & Resulte:

In March and April, plans were made with producers to con-
duct 2 corn hybrid varietal demonstrations and 2 soybean

varietsl demonstri.tioms. Cample corn varieties were ob-

taired from local sesd dealers in Richmond for use in the
varietal demonstrations. n the 13th Annual Agronosy Tar
the com and soybean demonstrations were visited. In the
comn demonstrations, 13 di'ferent varielies were seen and
ghecked in ome and 16 different varieties were checked in




Methods & Resulta:

A total of 2] adult result demonstr.tions were conducted dur-
ing the year through the cooperation of the different leaders
of the Comodity Committiess, Production and Marketing Organiza-
tions and Special Interest Oroups, such as the local Bank, and
other commereial organizations.

The 12th Ammual Supper Meeting of the County Agrisultural BEx-
tension Service Hoard was held with an attendance of 29 members.
\t this weeting, mimeographed sheets were distributed to each
ona showing the results accomplished in Agronemy, Livesteck,
Poultry, Porestry, L-H Club work, Community Improvement Clube,
Soil mservition, Flower Orowers' Association and the County
Farm 'ureav.

T™e 2 Ruritan Clubs have contimued to be active Civiec Clubs ia
the County in carrying out objectives set up by the differemt
sommittees in the Cl Some of the objectives of some of
the Committees have included phases of the Extension Program,
especially k=¥ activities. Omne Club has helped to sponsor the
} Community Improvement (lubs in the County.

VI CROP PRODIGTION
AGRONDMY

Sinee com and soybeans are the leading sources of income in orep
production, agronomy is one of the subjecta which has been given
ma jor emphasis. PFollowing a ysar of drought. in 1957, the Agrea-
omy Committee members declded to give special emphasis in the ob-
Jectives to the improvement in crop fertilization. It was def-
initely realized also that many farmers were not following rec-
ommended practices in the use of fertiliser especially relative
to amounts, being used.

1. Objlectives:

The first objective under this line of work was to ilmprove, or
ncrease the use of fertiiiser in the main erep rotation and
with a goal of 50 farmers adopting the recommendation. In more
detall, the objective was for a 2«-year come-soybean rotation
with 900 pounds per acre of a 10=10=10 fertilizer, or on light
soils, a 5-10-10 fertiliser plas nitrogen as a sidedressing on
comn, or the equivalent in other analysis. All fertiliser, if
a farmer wishes, may be applied to the cormn crop. When small
ora is used in the 2-year rotation with corm and soybeans,
apply 800 1lbs. of fertilizer on com and 40O lbs. on ssall grain
with none on the soybeans.

a. Hethods tesults:




V EXTENSION ORCANIZATION PLANNING

A total of & persons make up the membership of the County Agrieul-
tural Extension Service Board which includes members of the different Com-
modity Committees, special Commodity Proiuction and Marketing Organiza-
tions, County L-fl Council efficers, officers of the different County Agri-
cultural Assoclations, men and vomen chairmen of the § different Agricul-
tural Communities, of ficers of the ]} Community Improvement Clubs, of ficers
of the County Farm Burean and the different Agricultural Professional
workers in the County. A total of 158 Adult lLeaders and 12 Jurior L-H
Club Leaders assisted in carrying on the Extension program during the year.

The following Seyear long-time objectives set up by the Board in 1957
to contimue through 1962 were reviewed at the Annual Supper Meeting of the
County Agricultural ixtemsior Service loard:

1. Follow recosmmended rotatioms which include adequate cover crops.
2. Use proven production methods and seed varieties.
j. BEmphasise a sound year-round feeding program with forage crops.
« Inerease forest production through approved mana sment practices.
An improved livestock and poultry program through better feed-
ing, breeding, disease and parmasite contreol, and marketing.

Take full advantage of alds offered by State and Federal programs
to maintain our soils, and improve them.

Be on look out for good supplementary crops or enterprises for
additional income.

sontinue working with the County Youth Program.

Obtain services of 'lome Demonstration Asent.

For 1958 it was decided to give emphasis to the Agronomy, Forestry, Live-
stock, Poultry and L-H Program objectives.

A. Objectives:

Committee objectives previously set up for 1958 for Agronomy, Forestry,

Livestock, Poultry and L<H Club were reviswed and accepted at the Board
feeting. The speclisl speaker for the program was ¥. E. Loope, Associate
Extension Agricultural Economist, at V.P.I., who discussed the subject,

*The Sconomics of Famming".

Special Committees of the 3 Community Tmprovement Clubs, when setting
up objectives on a Community basis, gave emphasis to some of the County
objectives such as pasture and forestry programs. As a means of promot-
ing the Extension Program and informing people of results, news articles
were written weekly for the County Agemt's Column entitled "Notes from
the County Agent”, published in the local weekly paper. Copiles of the
same articles were furnished 2 daily papers, which have representatives
irn the County.

Bephasis was given during the year in carrying out the Extension Pre-
gram with the use of Tours in Agromomy, Livestock, Forestry Poultry.




III INTRODUCTION

The County Agricultural Extension Service Board is the County Or-
ganisation which has sponsored Extension work in the County.

The different methods used in aceomplishing the objectives, and the
results obtained, are stated under appropriate headings for the more im-
portant lines of work accomplished for the ysar ending November 30, 1958.
Results are given for the minor lines of work carried on in the Extension
Pro gram.

IV TYPE OF AGRICVLTURE

Gloucester County is located in the Tidewater area bordered on the
Nertheast by the Plankatank River and Middlesex County, om the Northwest
by the Peropatank Creek, King & Queen County, on the Southwest and South
by the York River and on the Last by the Sevem, vWare and VNorth Rivers
which empty inte che Mobujlack Bay. Mathews County also borders Gloucester
on the Rast by land from the head of North River across to the Plankatank
River.

The County has an ares of 223 square miles and the mumber of white
fam operators is 432 which is a reduction of 133 since the census of
1950. However, the total familes in the County has increased and the
total population is abeut 11,000,

The average size famm in the County is 50 acres as reported in the
195k census. Both small and large farm operators rent additional land to
Justify the operation of the more modem famm equipment, such as self-
propelled combines, corn picker-shellers, diesel tractors with k bottom
plows, he-row corn planters and other famm equipment used to carry out a
more efficient farm operation.

Comn & soybeans are the lsading crops and the income from each was
about the same this year. The acreage continmued abeut the same for both
crops and harvesting methods improved with more of the corm harvested
with picker-shellers, some tractor mounted, and some self-propeslled.

About 95% of the soyteans were combined in bins and elevated to trucks or
wagons in bulk without bagging, and stored in this sammer, or either haul-
ed to the local buyer. The land takem out of production amounts to 92.6
acres and is under contract under the Conservation Reserve Program. Of
this acreage 102.8 will be planted to trees. However, much of this land
iz not the most productive. It is of about average fertility.

Much emphasis has be fiven to forestry improvement pragtices dur-
ing the year, with ouvtstanding results which will be stated under the
Forestry heading.
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