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CHAPTER I
A SIGH OF RELIEF, WAR

War, and all the hell this word»entails, finally be-
came ?referable te debate. In 1861, the democratic process
of compromise was no longer a Viable concept.,. A sigh of
relief went out across much of the South. At‘long last the
interminable arguing Qas doﬁe&‘ Vblunteers flocked to the
defense of the little corners of the South they called home.
Some of theéé men would perform heroic deeds; others would
desert their comréxdes-in-»armsp and many would die, SuCh'meﬁ
as fhese composed the 7th Virginia infantry Regimente

A large part of the 7th Virginia came from the generél
area of northern Virginia., The counties of Culpeper, Madison,
Orange and Rappahanock form a solid geographical block from
this area, and each furnished men to the regiment. One lone
'company from Giles County in southwest Virginia joined the
regiment at Camp Wigfall, Washington, D.C., furnished Qhe
company, whiéh later was disbanded by order of General Joseph

1

E. Johnston. Albemarle and Greene counties furnished one

company each.,

1Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers Who
Served in Organizations From the State of Virginia, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University Archives, Microfilm
Roll 452, Hereafter cited as Service Records.
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Madison County furnished two complete eompanies to the
regiment, Company A; “Richardson Guards,” enrolled in the
Confederate service April 28, 1861, for a pefiod of twelve-
months, Ralsed and captained by John Welch, the "Richardson
Guards" saw service even before their official~muster at
Culpeper Court House, ' On April 23, the company received'0r~
ders to go tc Alexandria to augment graycoat forces in that
city. The mén marched twenty miles %o Gcrdohsville then took
the train to Alexandria. Several days later they returned by
the same route to Médison, From here they.mérchéd twenty«
three miles to Culpeper to be mustered into the Confederate
army. Colonel James L. Kemper reported that the company was
in a good state of discipline and drill. Coﬁpany A was also
one of the better armed companies. it had been equipped with
modern Springfield muskets. Many of its sister companies .

- would temporarily have to make do with old flintlock muskéts
~that had been altered to percussion. The:men continued to
drill under the watchful eye of'Capt. Welch’ahdg on June 30,
finally joined the 7th Virginia at Camp Wigfallo2

Madison County's other unit was not éé'prospercus as its
sister company. Officlally designated Compahy Ky, the “Madisoﬁ

Grays" got off to a poor start. The company was inferior in

N

Tbid,
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“both discibline and drill to Company A. Howé#er, by
June 30, Col., XKemper was able to report fhat "their drill
 and discipline is improving.“3 |
| Compahy K was also inadequately suppliéd with uniformé
and possessed no accoutreméhts at all. Lastly; it was arméd
with the altered percussion muskets of inferior quality. In
May, the "Grays" enroiled in Cénfederate sefvice at Culpeper.
From here the men travelled by rail_té Cém@ Pickéns and then
- marched two miles to Camp Wigfall. Captain William Lovell}
understandably had difficulty in getting the company both_i
outfitted and in good spirits. '

| Rappahanock County also contributed two companies to the
'regiment. The “Rappahanock Guard"” soon gave>u§ itS>colOrful
title and became Company G. Captain Austin J. Walden led
his men to Culpeper fof‘the muster into Confederate service.
Until June 27, the unit remained at Camp Henry in Culpeper
County. Constant practice at drill, and even gfeater |
practice at discipline, occupied the men's attention. 'On-
June 27, the'"guard" travelled by rail to Camp Pickens and”
then marched two miles to Camp Wigfall. Here they were

assigned to the regiment commanded by Col, Kemperah




This ‘same county furnished anather'coloffully titled

‘fcompany tolthe raglment, thp “Sperryv1lle Sharp bhooters".

N;;Compoﬁua of elghty men_recrulted bygfapt J Catlett Glbson. '

Hifii,thls unlt remalned but a brlef whlle thh the 7th Vlrglnla,

'W-Qn August 7, 180¢, the “Sharp &hcoter&" were permanently

2 Translerred to the #9th Vlrglnla Infantry, 'Qn}June 8 thé
company enrclled at Sperryv1lle. On July ;3,,the unit
reached Camp Henry at Culpeper Court House;'but did not jdin
~the 7th Reglment untll July 21, the day of the battle of
First Manassa 5 : _

The 7%h Virginié lost another of its chpgnies less
than a year after the departure of the "Sharp Shootérs".
The "Washington Volunteers" were some of tﬁe first orphahs:
of the war. Originally recruited in‘the District of Columbia,
the unit became Company H 6f the 7th Virginiga Yet it was in
terrible shape for fighting a war. Because its members had
refugeed from their homes early in 1861, they lacked all man-
- ner of equipment exceptvaltered flintlocks. This disparity
in equipment was soon remedied at First Manassas./ CompahyuH
.1ackad:nearlybeverythihg except discipline_gnd}a drilling |

S ability that;,Col, Kemper noted, was its one shining asset.

’Ibid.



Captain Reuben Cleary led his men to Camp Wigfall by
. June 30, where they joined the new regiment.6“ 

Company C was another northern Virginié dutfit. Raised
mostly in Culpeper County,,the company did have a sprlnkllng
of mllltlamen from neighboring Orange. Some men from the
Raccoon Ford area in Culpeper were also in the.unlt. On
" April 30, Company C joined the Confederate Sefvicé’at Culﬁepef
Court House; John C, Porter, a native of thé;cdﬁnty, remained
as captain bffthe unit for only a short time. His successor
was J. W. Almond of Orange. By June 30, thetcémpany wasrét
Camp Wigfall under the watchful eye of Col. Kem.per.7

On Apxll 209 Capt, Thomas B. Massie led hls "Washlngton
Grays" into Confederate service at Culpeper Court House.‘ Later
to be designated Company B, 7th Vlrglnla,,thls unit lacked a
drill‘officef'aﬂd s0 was in poor condition at‘the outset.
Each man gt énlistmént received one uniform,’altered}flinflock
musket and.camp accoutrements. Composed of'ninety men, |
Company Bbwas somewhat larger than some of_its'sister units.
By June 30, the "Washington Gray"" were with the regimen£ at

Canmp ngfallp8




The."ﬁazélwood Vclunteeré“‘WQre,raiéeﬁfin a éounfy thét 
'_already'hadlfive‘Other infantry,compahies téyitsrcfedif; ‘Qn
May 28, under Capt. Jahh Taylory the‘ﬁhit enibIIEd ih“
- Confederate service, Thomas B. Hérris suc¢eeded Tayl0r and
served untilIWOunds:in 1864 forcéd»his resignatian, The men
were well drilled and diéciplined.~1Army>quaftefmasters‘fdrw
nished each man with black shirt, gray pants and one of thésé
antiquated{flintlock muskets. Their waistcoafs and shoulder
pouches were made in Culpeper while they were encamped at‘Camp
Henry. Lieutenant Colonel A. S. Taylor reported: "All they
needed to maké}the unit’complete were enough blankéts to é§ |
| around¢"9

Alvemarle County contributed Company I,-thé "Holcombe
Guards”. This unit was organized in May at White Hall ahd,
on June 3o joined the Confederate army. Private Wilbur Davié

stateds "The company was organized at once and started

drillimg,"lo

?Ibid, See also "Roster Book la," Confederate Service
Records, 356, Virginia State Library. Hereafter cited as
"Roster Boock la.” '

‘ lOWilbur Davis, "Recollections of My Life--Especially

During the War, 1861-65--For My Children,” Davis Family Papers,
- 41, Manuscripts Division, University of Virginia. See also
Service Records, Roll 452, Colonel Kemper was satisfied that
the men were “"respectably drilled and disciplined.” Ibid.:
"Roster Book la,” 376, v




The members of Company I<weré'well'éttired as the ladies
of Albemarle County had made their uniforms before the uni$ 
left forvactive service., On June 21, Company I reached Camp
'wlgfall to join the 7th Vlrglnla 1 capt, John J. Winn com-
manded the "VolunteerS“ throughout the war,"Aé usual, the men
. initially received altered flintlock muskets. Company F, re-
crulted from Greene County and led by Capt. Jo No MecMullan,
also came to join the regiment at Wigfall about this time.

The lone company from Giles County in sduthwest Virginia
perhaps had the most colorful title. Early,invMay, Capt.

- James H., French raised the "Giles Mouﬁtain Bodﬁers". The
captain was a socially prominént man in thel¢ounty who raised
an even lOC men for duty, When the regiment was reorganiéed
by liaw in April, 1862, Capt. French relinquished command to
Capt. Joel Blackard, who was to die shortly thereafter at
Frazier's Farmo The "Bodmersg" later designated Company D,
- were organized in Pearisburg, the seat of Giles County.
Theré, in a final review before leaving for active service,
the uaual presentations were made. Private Joseph Bane »
accepted the battle flag from Miss Mary WOodrum. The pupils
Cof Peaﬁisburg Academy presented Pvt. J. Tyler Frazief‘with
the company's Bible. Patriotic ladies in thé'area rushed to

11;Q;g. See also extract from diary of P#t. Clark éf

Co, I. Cilark gave the date as June 22, Records of the 7th
. Regiment of Virginia Volunteers, Virginia State Library.



ccmpleté fhe;ménfs uniforms beforéktheyvdeﬁéptéd} Thus.»f, '

suitably eqﬁipped’for»bofh bodily and spirituai‘needs, théf‘

3 company set out on foot for Dublin Depot.lz_ - B

- The "Boomers" arrlved at Dublln about 4:00 p. m. very‘

 t1red after a long dusty march. Once there, the c1t1zens of

thls small hamlet treated each soldier llkeba hero, The'men o

‘vlistehed £0'ée#eral_speeches and then started]but'on some more

ehjdyable éctiVityQ-COurtingvthe gifls. Bj 9§OO{p; m. thé*men
 were all back in}linévas Cdl 'French}ﬁas ekpééfing the train
zf}any moment., After a con31derable wait and another speech,

 « the trooPS entralned for Lynchburg. Y

| In Lynchburg, after passing. an 1nspect10n. the troops

:f marched up and down Main Street several tlmes to the utter

’ de11ght of several onlopkerso One man treated the whole unlt

x tbvlemonadebat the local pub. on May 31, the troops assem-

f bled at the train station and made ready for the rlde to -

| Manassas_Junctlon, The men boarded old box cars that dld_not

have any Windows,.but,‘in.the words of A;vL; ny, "we got

 ;h6ld of an}ax and soon made some," On June l.1the "Mountain

: EqOMers“ reached Manassas after tWentYuhouf$¥iﬁ-the'ﬁox'¢a?s ‘
. without food or water, RNEN | .

lzDav1d E. Johnston, The Story of a Confederate Boy 1n‘

the Civil War (Portland, 1914), 36. Hereafter cited as
Johnston, Confederate Boy., See also David E. Johnston, Four
Years a Soldier, (Beckley, 1884), 60. Hereafter cited as
Johnston, Four Years. "Roster Book la,” 351; Service Records,
Roll 452. : I ‘




Between June 1 and June 22, the coﬁpany was'in the 24th
Virginia;ibﬁfvowing to some difficulties with Lt; col.
. Harston, the unit received a transfer to the,?th Virginia.
Here the "Boomers" were satisfied, as they cOnsidered both
Col, Kemper and Lt. Col, Williams to be gentlemen.l3 The
unit arrived at Camp Wigfall in time to tra;ﬁ with the regi-
ment before the battle of First Manassas. |

Farmers and Meh with farmwrelafed‘bécupatiéns over~
whélmingly_composed fhe 7th Virginia Regiment."Nearly 62% of
the men listed their occupation as farmer, Thesevmen came - -
from rural counties such as Madison, RappahanoQk aﬁd Culpeper}'
One all-city unit, the "Washington Volunteéré%” furniShed;the
regiment with an artist, dentist, brass finishgr;'horse jéék_
€Y, teachef;‘musician and gardener, The regimént also‘cdﬁ}
, talned 25 clerks, 15 students, 14 merchants, 5 millers, 5.
taLIGrsa 5 shoemakers and 2 civil englneerse - Ten men gave
their occupatlon as "seldler,? Ranging in age from 15 td‘59,
gsomewhat over 75% of the men were twenty«flve or younger. of
© this 75%, nearly qu were not yet twenty—one; Under the pro-
vv1810ns of the 1862 Conscrlptlen Act, those men over 35 years

of age were discharged in April of that yedr. Yet only 1.5%

BPeaszbung,Gazette, June 29, 1861, Typewritten copy
in possession of James I, Robertson, Jr., Virginia Polytechnlc
Institute and State University, Blacksburg,
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’ vof}thevmeh wépe over thirtj. The 7th Virginia was a “ybung"

regiment in m§re ways than one., Many of thésé'boys would have

four yéars:ofvbioody cémpaigning behind'them‘ﬁy the time'they

reaéhed ﬁwéntyntwa.lﬁ | | |
‘At‘Camp Wigfa1l (named}for a Confederéte genera1-turned~

 legislator), the 7th Virginia became a regi@eh£. Fr;m early

June until thé first fighting took place, th¢ cOmPanies

StroVe to become a single,,disciplined, militgry_unit.

. étanding picket was a new'and’sometimesltef?ifying assign~;

mént forvraw recruits. Anything that movedrinvfhé direction

of the Yankée:lines.waézapt tofind‘@usket bélls whining f}

thr@ugh the night air in éearch of'a'target. Many false

alarms were’Sdunded in this mannér. Oﬁ one Suéh occasion,

'Pvt; ﬁoseph Bane, the company ensign, was requnsible for dis~

“tfibuting cartridges to thé men upon hearihg the alarm. (The

troops were;so‘new'that‘they were not allowedlfg keep Cartridges

;‘themsélﬁasiféf fear of a shoqfing accideht.}b This night Pvit.

 Bane rushed through camp and gave each man a handful. Someone

luService Records, Rolls 452-63.
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remarked that Bane was not giving out exact nuﬁbers, to which
Bane replied;‘ “It's no time to be countingvcartridges'now2“15_
Bane's hurry was mistaken for fear. This proved to be
unfounded, as the private was a brave and loyal soldier until
killed at the battle of First Manassas. Manyjsoldiers, in a
hurry like Bane, féll into line without shoes, pahts and~1in
gome caseg~-even their weapons. For the new soldiers, 1earn-
ing came fr0m experience. |
How to cook rations that would be at least edible was.a
major experience for the recruits. The regiment reggived :
adequate rations of rice, beans, bread, coffeé_and sugar. .
Many men later remarked that they would gladly have eaten in
1865 what they had thrown away in the first year of the‘waf.
In the Civil War, troops were issued amounts of raw rations
such as sidas of beef, beans and potatoes. The aSsumptiqn.was
that the men would know what to do with the»food. Such was
not generally the case. Private William Laytoﬁ of Company D
solved the problem of cooking several articles and poséessing
only one kéttle by cooking everything'togethef.‘ Beans,'péés,
rice, pork and beef all constituted Laytonfs first stew, He

was not asked to cook for his mess for a ldng time thereaftéral6

lDJohnston, Four Years, 64

1p14., 67.
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Comﬁander éf the regiment was James LéWéOn Kemper,ba
geﬁtleméé'of meansvin Madison County beforeuthe war, On
May;Z, 1861, he was assigned to command a’regimeht then

being formed of Virginia wvolunteers. Althoﬁgh given the
| colonelcy éf the regiment, Kemper had little previous mili-
tary background. He was one .of several civilians-turned-
soldier whé would do well under the discerning gaze of |
Robert E. Lee. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis B. Williams
was his second in command. Williams was a stern disci-
plinarian who later became colonel of the ls't;Virginiae
Walter Taxewell Patton was the regimént”s major; He would_'
vlatefAcommand'the 7th Virginia and receive,sévéral cita~‘"v
5  tions for bravery and abilify in combat. -On‘Jﬁly 3, 1863,
Patton}was mértally wounded in Pickett's Charge at Gettysﬁﬁrg.
The second major wés Charles C. Flowerree, whd was the regi?
mentﬁs third and last commanding officer, He took charge of
the 7th Virginia‘aftér Gettysburg and led it uﬁﬁil April,v”
1865, when the entire unit was captured at Sayler's Creek.
The 7th Virginia lost none of its dash and Vefve under either
of the men;wﬁc succeeded Col. Kemper, | | |

On July 1, 1861, the 7th Virginia enrolléd in Confederate

service fof one year, Very few of its members realized that

it would be four long years befcre,thg*regiment°s duties
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"would'come"té_an end. 17 BetWeéﬁ.Julyv13andrfﬁé'fight“at
Blackburn5s Ford on July 18, ihé 7th Virginiévjoihed‘a bri-
- gade composed of the Yth Louisiana and the zhth Vlrglnxa
'Amglments under caustlc Col. Jubal A. Early.. An energetlc
and pugnacious folcer Early led the brlgade for only a
~short tlme, but he was:blessede1th fine reglmental‘commanders}
Colonel William R, "Buck" Terry would later:comménd'the bri-
| gade tﬁat-contained thev?th_Virginia and its illustrious sis-
ter unitss: :thé4lst, Brd,_llth and zhth'Virgiﬁia Regiments.,
Colonel Harry T,vHays was a Tennesseean trahéplanied to‘New
Orleans before the war., He first commanded‘the 7th Loulisiana
infEarly‘s Brigade énd later "rendered outstanding service*

in the Army of Northern Virginia. Cclonel-Jémes L. Kemper
entered the war as colonel of the 7th Virginia and rose to
brigade command before being severely woundedfaflGettyéburg.
- Destiny had marked all three of these men as real fighters.l8
n July 18, the 7th Virginia marched with fhe brigade to
Camp Walker, near Bull Run. From this point the brigade
marched %o the front gate of the McLean Farm and remained

here,until.Called to a support position,when:tﬁe_fightf

v 17Johnston, Confederate Boy, 87; Servmce Recards,‘

Rolls 452-63,
18Lzra Je. Warner, enerdls in Gray (Baton Rouge,
L., 1939}9 130, 169-70, 303.
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opened.19 Thé.brigade was in the rear of, énd~equi-distant
from, Mitchell's, McLean's and BlackburnfsiFords o0 as to be
able %o suppoft any of the three that mightbﬁéed'help.

About ﬁdon_that day, Federals attacked LQngstreet's
brigade at Blackburn's Ford. Early received an order to re-
lieve Longstreet's troops at this ford. His brigade moved
out quickly. On the way, several artillery shois fell-cloée'
- %o the 7th virginia's line of march. At this‘poinﬁ a Negrb
servant, Bob (owned by the brothers Joe and Sam Shannon of
Company D), took te his heels, Bob had braggéd how he could
whip Yankées too, 50 his flight amused the ﬁeﬁjin the ranksv'
.and_prdvided-a,témporary relief, Some_éoldiers remarked théti
;Bob "made better time than a norse,“zo | |
On the way to Blackburn's Ford the menYOf the 7th
‘Virginia passed some.walking wounded from the lst Virginia.
The untried troops stared nervousiy at gapihngounds and pale
drawn features. This provided an introduétidn‘to the'horr@rs
they were éboﬁt to face. On the way up to thebline,‘Pvtq
Johﬁ W, East doubled over and complained of stomach pains.

l9Johnston, Four Years, 73. See also U, S. War ,
Department (comp,), War of the Rebellion; A Compilation of
the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies

(Washington, 1880-1901), Ser. 1, Vol. 11, 463, Herecafter
cilted as Official Recordss all references will be to Ser. I,

20

Johnston, Four Years, 75.
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The roar ofvbattle seemed to havé'afflicted some of the men
with this curiocus malady. After the fight, East rejOinéd his
company in perfect health, One section of fhé'“Washingtéh
_Artlllerj," under a lieutenant, accompanled the 7th Vlrglnla
into batileozl |

Early's‘brigade came up in the rear ovaongstreet's men ..
just as the}aﬁtack ended. However, heavy smali‘arms fire
still fell on the positions the Confederates had to take.
Troops of the 7th Louisiana relieved the l?fh:Virginia and.
took position to the righf and left of Blackburn'ﬁ Ford;
The men made this maneuver under a brisk flre but coolly ‘
mdlntalned‘thelr formations. Hinutes later, the 7th Virginia
marched into line to the right of the ford and linked up with
‘the right flank of the Louisianans. While éompleting thi@
hancuver, the regiment came under heavy musket fire apparent~.
ly directed specifically at them. The ranks momentarlly
@roke in confusicn. Several muskets fired accidentally.
However, Lﬁ. Col. Williams guickly rallied his men and led
them to their positions on the bank of Bull Run.22

2l1pig. In the Fall of 1861, the very renowned band of
this artlllery battery provided a welcome diversion for men
of the 7th Virginia more than once. Robert E. Nelson to un-
- known persorn, Oct 2L, 1861, Robert E, helson, STes Paperg,
Duke University. _ v

“20rricial Records, II, 464, Colonel Kemper was in
Richmond as a nmember of the Virginia legislature at this time

and did not rejoin the regiment until just prior fto the Battle
of First Manassas.
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'>During the advance and subsequent muskefry and con-
fusion, one aﬁuSing incident occurred; When fhe men first
came under heavy fire, many of them flOpped to the ground
for safety. On the extreme end of the regiﬁenial line,
| Pvts, Isaac Hare and John Martin prudentlyfdrépped to the
ground‘with Martin on the outside closest tOffhe enemy fire.
Suddenly, Maftin jumped over Hare and left him on the'outside.
© A furious Hare cursed Martin and demanded thatjhe‘reSume his
former,positibn. | |

As the day passed, Union artillery continuéd dropping
, solidvshot’around the 7th Virginia's positi@n,~ It had been
extremely hot for several days, Here and théfé, hext to |
the Run, stoqd'stagnant pools of watgr. Sefgeént Bill
Peters suddenly came upon one Of the nonucommissioned
officers lying»in one of these pools of green'water with
only his eyes, nose, and mouth showing. The submerged but
terrified méﬁ éfied out to Peters: "Oh Bill, if the —
asks where'i am,‘tell him here I am3"23

Such were the actions of men new to the rocar of canndn
and the whine of musketry. Some reacted ga;léhtly. while
- others let feAr seize control of them. Somé 6f the men were

powerless to control their feelings, but othefs would not

23Johnston, FourerarSg 77
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fightvand could not be made to go into actioﬁ.' The troops
in_the 7th Virginia were just like men everywhere, with the
weak and the étrong intermixed. Finally, jusf:as the firing
began to slacken, six companies of the thhIVirginia came up
and formed to the left of the Louisianans.

The action ended late in the afternoon with the Unioﬁ
»withdrawél from Blackburn's Ford. That night--the first fhat
troops had spent on a field of battle--was an eerie one'fdr
vmanys Groané of the wounded drifted across the night air.
| Pfivate David Johnston, é member of Company D,'noted that even
the hooting of an owl "made for a very disagreeable night.“24

The men spent all of the next day digging’entrenchQ
ments onithe stream bank. Early's brigade, plus the 1llth
Virginia of Longstreet®s brigade, held the pdsition at the
ford that night and the next day. Because the 1lst and l?th
Virginia had borne the brunt of the Union attack, they with-
drew a few hundred yards to the rear to rest. The 7th
Virginia spent part of July 20 in the Blackburn's Ford lines
before Early‘s brigade returned to a position'in some pines .

on the road from Camp Walker to McLean's Farm, Here the men

24 1pia., 79.
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in‘Compahy D réceiVed packages of food and clothing from
home¢25 }'__‘ |
| On July 21, Early's brigade waited inf%he Pines and
acted as support for Longstreet's and Joneé'vbrigades{ On
this day Longstreet's regiments returned to Blackburn's
Pord while Jones guarded McLean's Ford, Eaﬁly soon re-
ceived an order to reinforce Longstreet again, He dispaﬁched
. Hays’ Louisianans and the 24th Virginia to Longétreet's
‘support. Longstreet'next ordered Early to fake the 7th
 Louisiana aﬁd Virginia regiments across at‘Mciean;s Ford
to silence some Union batterles. Drder andxcbuhter-orders'
the war seemed to Dbe that way. No sooner had Early dls-
patched the Loulglanans than he had to recall them. The
two regiments then left for McLean's Ford. It}was a ter-
fibly hot day with not a breeze stirring. ‘Extra equipmeﬁt 
‘fell along the wayside as fatigue engulfed the troops.26
On reaching McLean s Ford, Early recelved another
counter~order, General P, G. T. Beauregard'bade him to come
at once with his brigade. Quickly Early reéalled his com-
mand and, Qifh the gallant Barksdale's Mississippians

substituted for Terry's Virginians, proceedéd toward the

?51bid., 80~8l. See also Official Records, II, 555-56.

261b3d

v erar
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extrehe’Gdnféderate-left.27 The march of seven miles was

trying, to say the least. By now it was lxod p. m. As

the troops half-walked and half~jogged, all excess baggage

fell by the roadside.28
Early's brigade marched in the rear of Mitchell's

Ford toward the firing in the direction of the stone bridge.

Men droPped to the ground to drink from stagnant puddlesb

along the road, Generai Joseph E. Johnston.mét the rein-
forcements from the right flank and ordered them to attack

the Union right. Early quickly arrived,at_the appointed

place and deployed the'Virginians'iﬁaline”of:ﬁattle.;'The'ff'f'““”‘

Miséissippians and Loﬁisianéns ermedv6n ﬁhé ;éffgéf;thgfﬁftff~:'
7th Virginia, whicﬁ éﬁébléd‘the'égﬁfédéfé%étﬁ;tfié“ii;é'tgl"
éverlap the_position of the Union soldiers. VAt this point;
‘Early became cénfused about the identity of the troops ad;v

vancing against his lines, However, the uncertainty lasted

*T1pid,
ZBJOhnston, Four Years., 82. Inexperienced soldiers had

a curious habit of loading their knapsacks with useless arti-
cles., White dress gloves and camp stools were favorites in
the beginning of the war. As time passed, these fancy and
heavy extras became less a fixture in the men's accoutrements.
By 1863, most Confederate troops carried only the minimun
essentials rolled in a blanket., The men then wrapped this
improvised knapsack over one shoulder and tied it under the
opposite arm,
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but a moment, and - one volley from his men routed the
Federal sklrmlshers.29' v | o
wlth a shout,vthe whole Southern brlgade advanced.:'}e
:lhe Northerners hurrledly w1thdrew over the crest of the* ”"
i,hlll,, As_the Confederate line surged forward, Pvt. John
© Palmer feil a step or two‘behihd his comradeswf He 1ater.ﬂ'
.clalmed that the llnes bunched together and forced h1m to
step back., In any evert, Capt French gave Palmer a whack ‘
voWith thebfiat~ofvhls sword. The»surprlsed5sold;er leaped_

back into his place.’’ At the crest of the hiil;‘one of'ool.=

'Q'Cocke s reglments 301ned Early s llne and the advance con-

‘jtlnued Colonel Phllllp St. George Cocke was a dlstJngulshed"
| Virginian who won command of the Sth Brlgade 1n tlme to lead
it at Flrst,&anassasg3l - The advance fought past the Matthews' :
and DroganfS'houses, As the regiment passeo:theicerter;house_
_on the north side, the Federals were‘etillfin7?¢treat. The
:ﬁlpursuiﬁ finaily:ended;a'mile north of the stohelbridge, |
5iwherefthe_regiment bivooacked:for the night. Earlier‘in,the

i day, Capt. Gibson‘SV”SperryVille Sharp Shooters" joined~the

“orricial Records,-II, 557.

: 3OJohnston, Four Years, 89. In Febru?ry, 1862, Palner
deserted the reglment,»»» TSRS R

'IBlWarner, uenerals in Gray, 56-5?.,
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© 7th Virgihia.» That night was their first wiﬁh'their_new’ _
‘ comrades,32 | | _” | |
The 7th»Virginia did‘hot sustain greai.iosées in thefbat- 
-tle of First Manassas, yet theif casualties wére‘the heaviest
in the brigadés 9 killed and 38 wounded.BBI‘Fbr most of the
:‘Vifginians; the glamor had vanished from waf,fne?ervto return.
As the Federals retreated northward‘tOWard Centreville
:and s\faghlngton9 the trlumphant Confederates gave slow pur«
- suit. The brlgade followed the enemy to Centrev1lle. where
the men encamped for several days. Many of4the Southerners
were 1nd15nant to find handcuffs among the captured materlal.
7 They felt such devices worthy only of felons, not brave |
 'foes like themselves. uhe brigade resumed the_march toward
‘Fairfax Court Heuse}\ Here theyfagaiﬁ made caﬁpgvand.the»ffh.
‘:Virginia quickly marcth‘fQ the sceﬁe of a small ékirmishl
iw:s,"th enemy SCGULD H o | _ | IR o
| One 1mp0rtant change for the 7th Vlrglnla touk place
 four days after the battleg On‘July 25,‘L0ngsureet’s bri=-

 §gade was reorganized as the 4thfbrigadéa' It1confaihed the

| 320rficial Records, 1I, 558, See also Johnston, Four
Years, 8%, - Lo

339rricial Records, II, 558.

HJonnston, Four Years, 91-9%4,
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- 1lst, 7th, 1llth and 17th Virginia Infantry Regimenis;BSH Thé
| first three of these regiments served together from thatl -
point until the end of the war. A comraderie deVeléped
that served to make this brigade an excelleht;one.36

At Fairfax Court House, the regiments of Longstreet's
brlgade began the tedium of camp life, Briéf stints on picket 
duty around Munson's Hill gave the men a rellef from the
- everyday affalrs of camp. In August, whlle on picket on’
Munson's Hill, men in the 7th Virginia noted a Federal bal-
loonist observing the Confederate lines. Thé_éppearance of
 this novelty intrigued the Southerners. A Cbnfederate artiln
 lery piece soon fired on the hi h-flylng observers, and the
balloon quiékly_withdrewg Alsc in August,.avcouple of brlsk
skirﬁishes took place between the opposing‘troops in the 7th
Virgihia's‘areaa On one occasion, Companies Kfand D under.
Capt. William Lovell made contact with Federal}scou%s,-bTﬁe
Virginiamﬁ»repulsed the enemy without loss. Ahother fightv
took place the next daj at Bailey's’Crossrbéds‘between

Companies B and D and a portion of the 2nd Michigan.v Again

351bldag 1000,

GCﬁirlef T, Loeher, War Hlstory of the Old Flrst Vlrglnla
Infantry ﬁeglmgntg Army of Northern Virginia (Richmond,
188@)@ 53. Hereafter cited as Loeher, First Virginia. In
1864, Robert E. Lee inspected some trenches held by men of
this brigade., Of them he stated:s "All right, I knom thes
men, and they will do their duty.” Ibld., 53»_
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the regimeﬁt took no losses, although seVeralbof the enenmy
were wounded} Major Patterson of Company B commanded this
successful foray.

While in camp atvFairfax, the diet of the troops suféj
fered from an irregular commissary departmeﬁt.' The ﬁen had
to scrounge at times to get something to eat. One principal
article of food was green field corn boiled in the mess ket-
tel, Alexander Bolton, in_Company'D'of the 7th Virginia, ate
~ seventeen ears at one meal. This routine of camp life and
| picket duty prevailed until October 16, 1861, when the
' regiment marched seven-miles back to Centreville in prepara-
| fian‘for wintér QUartefs.37 Thé move was less than pleasant
for some membérs of the 7th Virginia. Sevefal soldiers lost
their tents énd extra clocthes in an accidental'fire while ﬁrea
- paring for the»march.38 With winter approachihg, these weré
~ serious setbacks for a Confederate soldier. Clothing, and
especially tents, were hard to replacevin the agricultural

1 South.

37Ibid,, 94-101. See also William H57Morgah, Personal
Reminiscences of the War of 1861-65 (Lynehburg, 1911), 87.
Hereafter cited as Morgan, Reminiscences.

58George-Wise, A History of the Seventeenth Virginia
Infantry, C. S. A. (Baltimore, 1870), 42, Hereafter cited
as Wise, Seventeenth Virginia. See also Morgan,
Reminiscences, 92. C '
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Upon arriving at“déntreville, the Virginians erected
temporary dwellings made of tents with chimneys at one end‘
These tent-houses lasted until cold weatherbarrived in
November. To withstand the blasts of a ﬁOrfhern Virginia
winter, the men built stout log huts of #arious siies. Most
of these shanties were constructed of ax-cut and_trimmed
logs with mud daubed in the chinks to block oﬁt the wind.
Some men would split other logs to make boards for a roof,
but moest put up tent flys for theitop. Then they completed
their handiwork with a chimney of mud and sficks at one end
of thelr quarters, Crude and not very pretty,'these huts
were hevertheleSs QUite comfdrtable.39

Lieutenant Colonel Williams was again in‘dommand_of the
regimént, for Kemper was in Richmond attending the legislaé
ture most of the winter., Because Williams was a rigid dis-
¢iplinarian, individuals many times found themselves in
trouble, Drinking and camp pranks sometimes took on serious
overtones, but most of the time,everyone fcrgave and forgotQ‘-
One incident occurred in Company D while the regiment was at
Centreville. Private George "Dutch"” Knoll>was-very fastidi-
‘ous in keeping his extra clothes folded and élaced near his

bunk. Knoll was a huge man of tremendous strength, but

39811 I. Wiley, The Common Soldier in the Civil War
(New York, 1952), 60-61.
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unfortunately a poor sport. One day, Knoli's>messmates't00k
his neatly,packed clothes and_sfuffed them into Pvt., George
Layton's knépéack, Layton, who earlier in thé year had
cooked his'first stew, knew nothing about the joke. Knoll
came into the hut and noticed that his clothes were gone.

In a great rage, he questioﬁed.all the other men about his
clothes, and each man presented,his'own knapSaék for inspec-
tioh. When LaytOn presented his, he stared ih.amazement at
Enoll's clbthgs! Only the quick inter?entiqn of_his méssmates
saved Laytdn-frOm a thrashing., Knoll and Layton were both
'-furioﬁs, while everyone elée énjoyed a good_laugh.uo

"Camp life, of course, was not allvfun and”laughter;

The boredom and confinement offen servéd tovstrain a sol-
vdier‘s'complacency and good humor, 'Fights‘o#er triﬁial things
erupted from time to time, after which the unfortunate
squabblersvgenerally spent a shivering night in the unﬁeated
guardhouse, The bad humor of many meh showédiup in their
letters home. An unknown soldier of the 7th Virginia wrote
to a girl friend: "I long to see you and hake some plan to

leave this little damned hole . . ." Thisucitizen-soldier

i g ‘
*Oyohnston, Four Years, 110-14,
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then'added; ", . . damn the first time I evef_come

here . . ;”Ul' |
Disease was also a constant companion tb.the men in the

ranks, especially in winter quarters. Such present-day mild

diseases as measles and mumps killed large humbers of soldiers.

Mer who were new to the army and living in close proximity

to great numbers of other people were highly Suscepfible to

disease. Sickness hit the country boys, whc composed the

bulk of both armies, éspécially hard. Besides meaéies and

mumps, respiratory infections and acute diarrhea were deadly

foes.,a2

Private David Johnston of the 7th Virginia noted
that five men in Company D died during the regiment's short
stay at Fairfax Court House. He also observed that "the ‘
slighter, more wirey men survived better thaﬁ the big | |
husky men."43
As December came, requisitions for shoes, coats, pahts,
and underwear came in increasing volume to Lt. William Cave,
Quartermaster for the regiment. When a man wahted a particu-

lar article for his personal needs, he applied to his

'ulUnknown soldier in the 7th Virginia. to Ann, undated'
letter, Bolton Family Papers, Virginia Hlstorlcal ooc1ety.,
42Pau] bteiner, Diseases in the Civil Wars Natural
Biological Warfare in 1861-1865 (Springfield, Ill., 1968),
10-12.

‘3Johnston,vConfederate Boy, 78.
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company co@mahdér. 'If the need was_génuihe;%the captain
wrote_out'the necessary requisition and seht the soldier ' 

'ito Lt. Ca&e, The Quartermastér received three.such'rej

‘ quiaitions for large amounts of.clqthing in.thé first two
weeks of Dgcember. Unlike later in the war,ihé then had
something tbjgive the men. Boxes of clothihg from home
also supplemented thesevrequisitibns. As a result,vthe

| ?th Virginia was comparatively well~-clothed during its

first winter of war. ' | | |

By the end of 1861, the 7th Virginia had:éainEd an

»,idgntity of'ité own and a feeling of kinship3With its
siéteruunits; ‘The regiment had heard the'roér of‘battlé.i

' feit the joy of viétory, and marched nearly'to the gates |
of Washington, D, C. ALl of this and the wa;{had vbar'ely',»
beguni The-héxt three years of this war wé@ld teﬁper the

: fine cutt%ﬁgtgdge‘of thé régiment that had its beginnings 

at Elackburnfs Ford and First Manassas. Unknoanto the

troops, they would shortly be put to more arduous tasks.,

B oo . : o : _

: Requisition slips from company commanders to .
Quartermaster William Cave, Cave Family Papers, University

~of Virginia,. .



CHAPTER II

‘ HICH HOPES AND MANY DEATHS

New Year, 1862, dawned bltter and cold on the
Cehurev111e camp of the 7th Vlrglnla, In the flrst week of
January,.fhé”ﬁholeiregiment went on picket duty near -
Fairfax. Alfhough the weather was extremely éold, the mem‘
“were well prétected by new pants, Jjackets and caps° While
on J:,:u.,ket duby the men of the 7th Vlrglnla flrst became
aware of bod llce. The "ﬁreybacks,“ as the soldlers called
| ‘phem, would_be their near-constant companlqns for the next

fthree years | »
After an uneventful tour of plcket duty,,the reglment
-'returned to camp, where it remained until March and active
campaigning resumed. The men reluctantly endﬁfed the tedi~’
um of camp life, J. P. Perrin of the lst Vifginia wrote to
vhis brother Johnz "I tell you, there is very iittle fun -
. 1n soldiegiﬁg, so far as I have seen."2 o

Colohél»Kempef, serving in the Virginia 1egislaturé,'>
was absent ffom the régiment for most of the winter.. His

lJohnston, Pour Years, 118,

2Jm P. Perrin to John Perrin, Mar. 1, 1862, John
Ferrin Papers, Virginia State Library, Rlchmond.

28
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‘subordinatég Lt. Col, Lewils Williams, did nét‘make thingé_ 
any easier for the men.. He took an especialiyvdim view of
drunkehhess among the troops; as a result, hung-over sol-
- diers frequeﬁﬁly awoke in the guardhouse..:bévid Johnston
of the 7th Virginia offered ancther éommentary on fhe’temp#
tations of enforced idleness when he noted}tﬁat "religious
services wefe held all too infrequently."3 )

on March 8, 1862, the regiment received 6rders‘f§'cooR
three days’ rétions and to be‘prepared to move at avmbmént’s
notice; 'Thé ﬂext day the brigade moved ouf‘qnder the com~
ménd of Brig.'Gen. Richard S. Ewell, as Lohgstreet had been
previously promoted to divisional command, Riéhard:s,
"Baldy Dick" Ewell”s_tenure with the brigadevwés short.,'He
ultimately became a somewhat controversial corps commander
in the Army of Northern Virginia,u ‘The troops marched
throﬁgh Gaiﬁes#ille, Warrenton, Amosville,:Wobdville and
~ then to Culpeper., William K, Smith of the:l7th Virginia“;
noted that Culpeper was "a very pretty towh with.numerduS’v

© muddy streets.” He later stated in an almost regretful

L)

Johnston, Confederate Boy, 86~87.

!

r

| Warner, Generals in Gray, 84-85. See also Official
~ Records, I, 527, 1029, =
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tone: “But there were guards at every door'épd crossing
to prevent.us straggling off in the town.“5‘

Some»@f the men in the 7th Virginia foﬁﬁd a whiskéy
still which they temporarily impressed ihtp:Confederaté
service, Private Johnston hoted some of the men had a
"good time"’bn the march the hext day.6
On or ébout March 18, the marching column reached
:»Orange Couffvﬂouse. Ned Bérnes of the llth’virginia wrote
to his mother that he had arrived at Orangé_“after a tedious
march of ten miles" with his knapséck and acboutrements .
"all weighing about Ffifty pounds each.“7 The trOOps did
some foraging to supplement their regular ratlons whlle on
fhe march,  Private Smith noted in his diary that "if we
wanted anyfhing to eat we stood a better chance with the

' ‘ . T 8
poorer classes than with the rich.”

: 5Diary-of William Randolf Smith, 17th Va., Mar. 23,
1862, University of Virginia Library. Smith was killed

at Frazier's Farm. George S. Pickett continued to record
the regiment's actions in Smith's diary. Hereafter cited
as Smith~Pickett Diary. sl ‘

6Johnston9 bour Years, 123,

ZEdward C. Barnes to mother, Apr, 2, 1862, Barnes
Family Manuscripts, Unlvers1ty of Virginia. Hereafter
cited as Barnes MSS,. B '

BSmithmPickett Diary, Mar. 23, 1862.'



31

The brigade camped at a spot near thé town until -
March 23, when the trodps marched to Camp Taylor. Here,
at.thevjuncticn of the Central and the Orange and Alexandria
railroads, the brigade camped until April, when the march to
Richmondycommenced. While encamped at Orange, the troops had
daily company'and brigade drills. The men would soon need
all the discipline they could muster to face the bloody weeks
1 ahead. :
An important change in brigade command.caﬁe‘just before
the troops started for Richmond. Colonel Ambrose Powell
Hill was promoted to command the brigade.g'vPowell Hill had

entered the war as colonel of the 13th Virginia Infantry.

-

[

is advancement to brigade command was not his last pro-
motion, Before his death at Petersburg near the end of the

war, he was to become one of lLee's most capable corps com-

, manders.lO

In the first week of April, the brigade'left'Camp Taylor

11

in a driving rain and knee-deep mud, Private Smith of the

17th Virginia noted in his diary that "of all the places on

7 1pid., Apr. 5, 1862,
10,

Warner;-Generals in Gray, 134-~135.

llbouthern Historical Society Papers, XXI (1893),

104, Hereafter cited as 3, H. S, P,
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this earth for mud Orange C. H. takes the lead,"}? The
brigade‘'s route lay through Louisa, Hancver and Henrico
counties. ;This wag relatively easy country_to‘traverse, buf
the march Was‘a hard one‘because-of rain and mud. The brif'
gade had many stragglers. On April 10, the:brigade halted
near Louisa_Court'House to allow the(slower'méh to catch up.
. The next‘day'the troops were on the march agaih. On April 14,
thé brigade reached camp near Richmond after an exhaustihg.
week of marchinge}B
Thelrégiment rémained only a short timé in Richmond.
'Orders came on April 16 for the brigade to march at onoe‘to
 the landing at Rocketts and there to board transports for the
Peninsula,',The 7th Virginia arrived at King?é Lahding, abbut
ten miles from Richmond, and then marched toward Yorktown.,
. General John B, Magruder had been quite active in building
trehches to delay thelFederal advance; and on April 19, the
~ 7th Virginia filed into these works. The troops were undﬁr
sporadic shelling without suffering any losS;‘although Pvi}

 Smith was moved to remark: "Indeed it /the Peninsula_/

‘ lemith~Pickett Diary, Apr. 2, 1862.

*BJoﬁnston, Confederate Boy, 953 Johnston, Four Years:
125-26; Morgan, Reminiscences, 96.
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1s guite unhealthy now, ow1ng to the numerous shells thrown yl
upon it by the 0pp051ng armles w1l ' o

On Aorll 23, the soldlers left the trenches for a

eYatlvely drler and safer camp two mlles to. the rear. ‘Hefe
- the 7th Vlrglnla remalned whlle the regiment reorganlzed and
elected new offieers. On April 26, Col. Keﬁper was eleotéd
to continue in oommand of the.regiment. The‘éoldiers_aiso;
elected WQIT; Patton as lieutenant;cOlonel‘énd”Charles C.E?”
ZZFlowerree»as major. Private JohnStonvnoted*that eeveral dise
c1pllnar1ans were replaced in the company electlons. o
'Captaln James French in Johnston's own Company D falled to.
retain als.posb.' In the l?th Vlrglnla, Pvt. Smlth no»ed_‘e
_some dissatisfaotion with the new conscriptionflaw.that» 4
o'kept men between eighteen_andfthifty-fiVe:iﬁ’the aﬁmy,
Smith pefsonally’approVed'Of the»law}because he felt’that |
it would prod slackers 1nto the serv1ce.l5 ‘

‘ 5y Aprll 28, the 7th Vlrglnla returned to the Yorktown
'trenches° thtle actlon occurred for a tlme except for a
constant and deadly sniper fire. Private Smlth staoed 1n‘§

:his diary that "the enemy keep a sharp look—out, for if we

luSmith~Pickett Diary, Apr. 25, 1862; JOhnston,
Confederate Boy, 95; Morgan, Reminiscences, 96.

15Johns»on, Confederate Boy, 96-98, See elso Smith=-
Pickett Diary, Apr. 28, 1862.
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but show our heads . . . they will fire at us with their

. 6
long range rlfles."l

However, on May 2, thé Whoie brigadé
'wpnt back into camp with but mlnlmum casualtles, ‘

On May 3, the brigade retreated up the Penlnsula as far
as Lebanon Church. May 4 found the troops marchlng through
"mud nearly kﬁee deep." The Federals followed the re'breat'ing~
Virginians so close the brigade had to halt and form line of
‘battle about 3:00 that afternoon. When no attack came, thé
column resumed its march. As the 7th Virginié}passed by
William and Mary College, an elderly ladyg in full view of
the passing troops, made a fervent prayer to God to protecfw
© them in the‘coming battles. Private JohnSton hoted.thatv,“
this made a great impression on the men’of the regiment¢l7‘

May 5 dawned with the prospect of battle in the air. 
Like other Confederate infantrymen, Pvt. Smith dined on
coffee, bread and bacon for breakfast and thenbmade ready;i
for battle. About 9:00 a, m., the brigade mo#éd,out on the
Yorktown Road as Support for Brig. Gen. Richard H. Andersoh’

in Fort Magruder. The troops marched through Williamsburg

léIbid.9 Apr. 29, 1862, Smith also noted that he and

his comrades fired back, but that "the distance is too long
to be certain of killing any of the scoundrels." Ibid.

Y71pid., May 4, 1862. See also Johnston, Four Years,
135, '
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and deposiﬁed their baggage on various-porches in the town;f:

‘The men then'broceédeéfto a clump of woodS'ih_fhe rear andJ

. to the]right'cf Fort Magruder.» However, Andéfson then-re~‘

perted to Powell Hill that he needed no suppqrt;l8 |

This was not the end of the battle, only_fhe'beginnihg.

Hill then‘aﬁSWered a call for help from Brng-Gen. Cadmus M.

 Wilcox. As the brigade formed in the rear éf Wilcox's
 troops, the men of Hill's unit came undef a;éevere‘artille;y

Tire whiéh Hill said "was borne with all the S£eadiness of
veterans." Sodn Wilcox attacked the Federals}.'ﬂill's:bri«
gade surgeé»forward some 800 yards in support; The 7th
' Virginia rushed forward and, as Péwell Hili p£budly noted;,

_ *dashed in with a cheer.” The enemy quicklyffell,back under
this onslaughﬁ and the Virginians fell in béhind a rail fence
only forty-fiVe yards from the Federals. ,The‘reSt of the .
brigade'camevupvand formed with 17th Virginia on the léft
ghd’the‘llth’Virginia on the right Qf the 7th. The 1st

:Virginia had‘bécomé separated in the denselvaooded area and

" was fighting on the right flank 6f the‘19th Miséissippi

Regiment~;9__. - :15;*

: laJohnSton;.Confederate qu, 100; MofgangaReminiscencég,
104; Official Records, XI, Pt. 1, 575-76; Smith-Pickett
Diary, May 5, 18623 S, H., S, P., XXI (1893), 107.

. .
190 rricial Records, XI, Pt. 1, 576.
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The furious clash did not step for a mo@ént. Next a
line of Péderal infantry advanced‘against thé board fence.
Colonel Xemper called Hill’s attention to them andvthen
ordered the men to fire., A destructive volley tore into
the Pederal ranks and,ieft a distinct row of‘dead'and
wounded men. Nevertheless, the Federals continued to retﬁrn
the Confederate fire shot for shot. Hill fhén ordered
. Kemper's 7th Virginia to charge the Federal-pbsition. Hill
later statéd in his official report that “"their gallant
colonel” led his men as they "bounded over'the fence"” to‘ 
vattack the enemy»ZO The 1lthjand 17th Virginia regiments‘j
joined in this attack. The Federéls retreated'step by
step under fhe constant pressure of Hill's assault.

The Federals retreated out into an open field upon
‘which they had erected a barricade of felled trees and
earth, Hill°'s exultant troops advanced to‘within thirty
yards of this work (although the Confederates Qere still in
the woods), and exchanged volleys with the.enemy for two
hours. Ammunition sbon began to run low., Hill ordered his

troops to give the enemy the bayonet. The'Féderal troops :
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fled in thé’face of this:new at£ack, and the lst Virginia B
'énd several'companies of the léth Mississippifstarted in
pursuitozl:‘ v o |
The l?th Vlrglnld halted at the Federal works and re-
pllnlshed its ammunition from the cartrldge boxes of dead .

Union soldlers.‘ The>7th and llth regiments were very dis-
, “organized by this time. They fell back to feform andrrefill
 ,cartridgevboXes as their comrades in the_l?th:Virginia had

_donef Hill'’s brigade performed yeoman service that day.

The Federals lost eight artillery‘pieceé andléne flag to the
 ;Virginianséea ;ofty:achievement in itself;  Colonel Kemperg'
';Lté'dol. PéftonVahd Maj. Flowerree all recei&ed citation ~ »‘
f for}gallant conduct in Hill's report; PrivatefMays; Color-

‘Bearer Of,the_Vth Virginia, likewise receivedithe commenda~-

 tion Qf‘his]brigade commandér. Mays‘had'thé flagstaff shot
from his graép tv#ices and the flag itself received twenty»v:
;‘ueven bullet holese22 | | _ |
The nost was heavy for such gallant conduct. The 7th
© Virginia lost 13 men killed and 64 wounded 1n the battle of

ZlJohnsfon@ Confederate Boy, lOO; Mordah,'Remlﬁlscences,
105-09; Official Recomas, XTI, Pt. 1, 577; Smith-Pickett Diary,
S May 5, 1862; S. H, 8, P,, XXI (1893), 107-09. Col. Williams
- of the lst Va, fell severely wounded in thls pursuit° '

22 Offlclal Records, XI, Pt. 13}5?7o Colonel Kemper

. even came before the attention of the commander of the en~
tire army, Gen. J. E. Johnston, ln his report of the day's

"actlona
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,i Williamsburgs] This wasithe:seconq highestliééé'in'the-brié.
 gade behind that of the 1lth Virginia. 'Thié record is only»'
 natural in that these two reglments were in the thlckest of
the flghtlng all day° The brlgade remalned untll 7:00 p.‘m.
on the grqund it had won.' The men kept busy burylng the .
dead, remoVing'the WOﬁnded and gollectlng»the:abandoned
emall arms scattered about the field. Groans of the wounded
couid be heard through the evening, Pfivate'Smith stated{‘
"The shrleks and moans of the wounded made the evenlng air
 vh1deous.“23 That nlght, the 7th Vlrginla, along with its .
: bxlgade, fell back to W1lllamsburg. , , _
On May 6,_the brigade fell back to BuShes’Mill'andv'A
camped. The day's.march‘was a hard one. Muddy, aimost:ime
'pas»sa.ble,7 roéds combined‘with a ]::vr-xamr:i.n‘cr hungérffb eXhauSt':
the men., Not untll May 8 did the troops recelve regular
‘ratiéns, On May 99 the brlgade arrived at. Bottom s Brldge
on the Chlckahomlny River. Here the troops'camped for
Ivseveral‘days while they‘drilled'and refittéd forvthe battlés
that layvahead, On May 15, the troops bivé&écked on the
| DafbyfoWnJRéad, Two days later, the brigadédmédéféamp at
" B S S

Howard's Grovea

23&m1th»Plckett Dlary, May 5, 1862. See;also Official
Records, XI, Pt. 1, 577. : ST

d“Johnguon, Confederate qu, 103 Morgan, RamlnlsoenCe@.
110 18; Smith-Pickett Diary, May 6~May 30 1862; ¢, H., S. P.,
5T (5093)9 109 )
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On May 31, Kemper's brigade arose eariy'to begin the .~
movement that led it into the battle of Seveﬁ Pines. Ifbf
‘had been rdlnlng most of the prev1ous day and a good part
of the nlﬁht, By the time the brigade got underway. streamS»
were swollen into rivers. Progress toward the field.ofubat-
tle was very slow. However, by about 4:00 p.*h. that aftei-

noon the brigade was in a positibn in'suppdft of Gen. G, W,
Smith's>division; which was ehgaged in despefate,combat wiih
Gen. Silas Casey's Federal division. The brigade formed»tc
the right of the road leading to Seven Pines, ?bout three-
fourths of a mile from the Federal lines,zs'

' Shbrtly after the brigade reached its position, Kempéf
received orders to attack in support of Smith: He ordere@l
the brigade into the woods at the double quiék, with his old
7th Virginia inrthe van, ﬁpon entering the wbods, the troops
met many walking wounded_ieavingvthe battle area. As the
brigade moved ihto the attack, it came under an increasingly
»,heavy‘artillery and small arms fife. Yet the "veterans of

Williamsburg" did not flinch,,'Finally;‘to the right, appéared,

o 25f0hnst0n, Confederate Boy, lOM. Morgan, Remlnlscences.»
- lZl"ﬁlse, Seventeenth Virginia, 65. Colonel Kemper was now.
in command of the brigade though he had not yet been promoted.
See OLfJClal Records, XI, Pt. 3, 569, for Lee's recommenda-
tion of ﬂempcx for promotion to brigadier general.
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the Federalfcamp, through which the brigadegmarChed in
column., .Suddénly a tremehdous fire ripped thrdugh the

.. closely packed ranké.26‘ Many men were killea‘dnd wouﬂded; 

" while others flopped to the muddy ground 1n search of pro--

| tectlon from the whinning minie balls. The surprlsed and
even terrified troops recoiled backward toward the entrench-
lgments at the edge of the Federal camp, Here, in a muddy"
ditch, the men'eXChahged shots for two hours.ﬁithiFederalsf
in the woods ahead, Finally a flank éttack’qrganized by Géh;‘
Kemper cleared fﬁe-Woods of thé enemy and won the day in that
_sector. The brlgade held the captured ground untll 9:00
 that nlﬁht, when 1t withdrew a short dlstance to the rear to
blvouack,27 » »

| Private Smith commented in his diary oh thevbattlefield

- pilfering that tookbplaCe after the fight. Through the dark—
“ness lights were seen slowly traversing the battleground
~from side to side. Confederate soldiers carried these lights.
Some of these men were undouotedly searchlng for mlSSlng com~
rades, “but the greater portlon‘éfwas;7ln search of booty."
“The soldiers especially sought the knapsack§qu3dead Yankees .

_ 26Morgan, Reminiscences, 122-25. See also Alexander
Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank (New York, 1905)n 132~37.

. 2?Morgan, Remlnlscenceg, 129. see also Wlse. Seventeenth
Virginia, 65-71. »
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Smith noted that as the dead weré ekamined,,”if a foe, his -
pockets are unceremoniously rifled; if a friend, he is
' passed by with a sigh.928 Later in thevwar‘the lack of
'»fcodg and clothing especially, forced Confederate soldiers
to strip the Federal dead of useful articlés, .
The Seven Pines fight had been brief but ¢ostly. The
Federals had>caught the brigade in closely packed ranks where
the Confederates could be shot without being able to return
" an effective fire. The 17th Virginia lost 79 men, most of
whom fell in the initial confusion in the camp. The 7th =
- Virginia was at the»hééd»of the column and,’in}this eprsed
U positioh, lostiheavilyaz9 ”
On June 1, the brigade returned to the scene of the
3 previous»day’é fight. The men formed a line of battle at
~. right anglesbto the entrenchmenfs and faced Fair Oaks,
where the sounds.of battle grew louder as thevday paséed.
The Federals staged a briéf counterattack upon this line to
re~capture the cémp, but the effort was repulsed. That night
:the'brigade tramped six miles through mud back to camp and,
at daylight,'arrived at a site about threebmiles northeast‘
EBSmitthickett Diary, June 2, 1862.
29Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 137; Johnston,
Confederate Boy, 104~06, This writer has not been able to
ascertain the 7th Virginia®s casualties, but feels they must.

- have been heavy because of its position in the column as well
as the heavy losses of the other regiments. =
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of Richmond, Private Smith spent the whole day washing the
mud from his clotheso | |
On June 3, the brigade marched some two mlles down the
Williamsbufg Road and went into camp.that n;ght and most of
~ the next day.. On the afterncon of June k&, thé troops marched
E to a new camp about midway between Richmond and the battle~
Tield of Seven Pines and to the left of the Williamsburg
f Road, »Heavy'rains‘drenched'the troopsa Maﬁyvbf the sol-
diers had lost their baggage, including 011 clothes dnd
other protectvons from the downpoura30 |
The orlgdde spent a relatlvely qulet two weeks in camp.
 There were dally company and reglmental drllls, 1nspect10ns
of arms and accoutrements, and several false alarms to fall
into line. Raln fell often, and when it dld, ‘the above
| activitieS'(except the false alarms) were cancelled.v On
June 18, P&t, Smith recorded a heavyvskirmiéh in whiéh ﬁhév
f,Confederateslsustained 30m40 casualties, He~élso noted in
| thls same entry the popularlty of the game of marble snoot~ ‘
1ng, Whenever there was a lull in the plcket duty or a
 spare moment 1n camp, the men and officers allke could be
found gdthered around a clrcle drawn in the dust 31

30 mith-Pickett Diary, June 2 and 6, 1862. See also -
Morgan, Reminiscenhces, 129.

Jlbmith Plckebt Diary, June 10-24, 1862 Morgan
Remiancences, 130; Johnston, Confederate Bov, 109,
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Whiié'in;camp, Pvt. Smith also noted sqme\of the ?riCes
'thé,Confederate soldier had to pay if he wahted extras to. .
supplement nis diet. ‘Smith quoted coffee at $1,50 per ‘
pound, sugar at 50¢ per pound9 cornmeal at'$l;QO per pound
and molassés an expensive $4.00 per gallon.  He,also noted 
- that writing paper'and envelopes cost'5¢ eaéh;iand that
:;ewspdpers were a dlme.,32 The Confederate prlvate could
afford few such luxurles as these on a regular ba%lb.
| The brigade had tlme to refit and rest while in camp,

but a field report fér Kémper’s unit told a strange though
apparently.éommon story. On June 23, the rétufns showed fhe
lst Virginiarwith 100 men present and 200 men ébsent. The
7th Virginia had 417 present and 272 absent.  The other
}iegiments in the brigade followed this pattérn. The 24th
Virginia had 455 men present ahd an astoundiﬁg 488 men abﬁﬂ
sent from the raﬁks, The 11th Virginia was no better.
Kemper's_brigade had been marching and fighting.for two
“monthg, and this field return showed the results.33
Cn June»26g after cooking three days"fatiOns and re- .

 ceiving ammunition, the brigade moved down‘Nine ¥ile Road.

¥gmith-Pickett Diary, June 10, 1862.

, 330fficial Records, XI, Pt. 3, 481, 615. The 24th Va.
~joined the brigade just after the battle orf Wllllamsburg.

The paper oizenbtn of all the regts., as stated in an Apr. 30,
1862, field return, was: 1lst Va., 400; 7th Va., 700;

1lth Va., 7503 17th Va., 600; 24th Va,, 740,
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The next day, the uroops marched toward Mechan1csv1l¢e,
where they stayed vn reserve and took no part in the flght»
“ing at Gaines'® 1Mill., Powell Hill, their old brlgade com-
mander, did,Wéll this day by his division's capture of six-
“teen artillery pieces, On June 29, the brigade advanced |
' down the Charles City Road. The next day, about fourteen -
miles from Richmond, the-men deployed in line of battle

and waited in vain ior a fight}34 ‘u

On the affernbon of June 30, the brigade filed off %o
the right of the Charles City Road énd farmedkin line of bat~-
tle. Skirmishers deplbyed and immediately_camé under
vehemy fire, but the brigéde's advance did‘nof begin until
4:00 p. m. For about two hours, the men were under
severe artillery fire. Private Johnston of Compény D saw
a shell fragment tear into a pocket bible in the uhlrt |
pocket of the man mnext to him. That small testament saved
the man's life.

Kemper"s brigade formed the extreme right flank of the
Confederate battle line. The brigade's.regiments were
formed in line from left to right as followss = 24th, 7th,
ist, 1lth, and 17th Virginia., Quickly the outermost

34Smith~Pickett Diary, July 2, 1862, vThis entry was
made by Fred Ebhardt because Smith was killed on June 30

at Frazier's Farm., When the diary resumed on Nov., 21,
1862, George S. Pickett was the writer,
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“_.companies_éf the 17th regiment were ordered to form an
obtruse’angle with the main line in order to guard'againsf;
. a flank attack. After this maneuver was éccomplished, Géﬁ,
Kemper ordered the men to advance., This advance continuedf
in good order over very bfoken ground until the troops began
to perceive themselves almost upon the Federél entrench-
ments. Ag this feeling became general, the brigade charged
at a run. The enemy lines were not és close as the men
had thought; the charge served only to disorganize the
troops and draw more artillery fire. |

Men weré falling quickly now at everyistep. Thé thick
~ underbrush was not sufficient to stop a roundshot or a u
minie ball. The troops double quicked fhroughvtwo pieces
- of woods and an 6pen field. On the way, the l?thvVirginia
had to sidéstep a swampy area and thus got a . little behind;
the main line. The advancing Confederates came upon a |
second field, where the Federals had some twelve guhs witﬁ;
infantry support. Without hesitation, the 7th and 1lst
Virginia charged the Union works and carried the rest of
Kemper's brigade with them. Private Johnstdn'sfated that
“"the brigade ; . » met a shower of shot, shell, cannister,

and storm of leaden bullets; it nevervfalterede"35

'35Johnston, Confederate Boy, 115.
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Demorallzed by such a stubborn attackp the Federals
| fled9 leav1ng all of thelr artlllery pleces, Unfortunately,
}vthe brlgade 1n quppcrt of Kemper s 1eft had not kept pace_fu'
 w1tﬂ the Papld adVPnce, The Federals also curled around the.
fTani conpanles of the l?th Vlrglnla on. the brlgade s rlght.

Kemper's men had no choice but to retlre from the field,
The veterans of Wllllamsburg and Seven Pines did not take
kindly to orders to fall back. but retreat was_a neCessity;
- The fruitless assault had been anoﬁher chapter written with
the reﬂimeht“s blood. Captain Joel Blackard-bf Company D:,
Y:dna Lu, W, wg Goodman of Company K were both kllled. |
Adjutant E. B, utarke was kllled, Sgt. Ma,}u Tan51ll and
Color Eearer Mays were wounded._ The 1atter‘had distin-
guished himself by planting the 7th Virginia's flag on the
enemy guns. The regiment‘sﬁffered a fourthvéf”the’casualé'
“ties in the five«regiment brigade.v Together with the lst
Virginia, these two units accounted for over 50% of the bri-
gade's losses. The 7th Virginia had 14 men killed, 66
wounded and 31 captured. Colonel Patton, Lt. Col. Flower rree
and Maj. Starke all received commendation for gallantry dur-
ing the fight. Colonel Patton‘even received mentibn in Gén,
Longstreet's éfficial report of Frazier‘s Farm;36

?6Ib1d,, 112~16; Morgan, Reminiscences, 113-37. Morgan

fell 111 just before the battle, so his account helps only to
construct the events prlor to the June 27 fighting. Smith-
Pickett Diary, July 2, 1862. QOfficial Records, XI, Pt. 2,
762-66; Wise, Seventeenth Virginia, 76- 85 T :




47

The 7th Vlrglnla spent that nlght on the fleld and .n?
mourned its mlsslng comradcs. on the nlght of July 2y
- skirmishers brought WQfd ‘that the Federals were in full rewz
| treat, The next day the br;gade ¢0130wed 1n pursu1t°
""After a ;atlgulngg dlscxgreeableﬂ all ~day march," the troops
found the Federal lines drawn securely,at Westqver.on‘the :
James River. _Fér several dayéithé brigade‘réconnoitere&

the enemy lines preparatory’to an attack. The great hope

- was that the Yankees would come out from under the protecw

 €%10& of the Federal naVal forceb 1n the James Rlver and »
H}"flght‘falre" Whlle the 7th Vlrglnla camped 1n front of ‘
;‘the Federal llmes, foraglng eypedltlcns were launched v |
‘agalnst Federal supplies that were within reach. Company D
escorted one of these wagon trains which camévunder the fire
_ of one of the Federal gunboats., Private Johhstoh statéd’
 that "we fired quite a number of volleys . . . at close |
range,"” and in return the men received‘a.séVére shelling ffam
a ship. Héwever, there were few casualties_ang at lengthA%he
commissary railders returned to camp 37 | B

on Ju?y 8, the 7th Vlrglnla, with 1ts brlgade, returned
to camp near Richmond. Two days later, the~br1gade moved to

‘a camp near Darbytown and remained there for over a month.,

37

Johvs»on, Coniederate Boy, 116-18,
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As usual in Camp; the inactivity and élose pr¢ximity to
masses of meh brcught‘sickneés and death. As Pvt,-Johnstoh
noted, "there_was much sickness gmong the meni"BS The heat_
and the:SWémpy geography of the Péninsula waé'inétrumental

~ in even furfher reductions of the strengfh ofthe regimeht;
While in camp‘the men inspected their weaponspfperfbrmed
some drill and did a lot of work %trengthen;ng tne trench
systems surround;ng nghmendg |

On August 9, Gen. Longstreet ordered K@mper to put his
' brigade_ln,readlness to move at a moment’ s-notlce,, The
ofders specified that the ‘men would cook three’days’ rations,
- leave all personal baggage in camp and aarry only ratlonsﬁ
{'a»blanket and weapons. This news sounded omlnous 1ndeed

‘to %he men in the ranks. Fast marchlng andvhard fighting
seeméd to béffhe only fair préspéct for their_bear future.
The men tﬁrneﬁ in’their picks and shovels, 1eft’fheir Sick 

at the division hospital and, on August 10, boéfdedlrail~ '
“poad cars for Gordonsville,?® |
Thelbrigade arrived at qudbnsviilé”thaﬁ15fternoon énd
- camped two miles southwest of the village,  CﬁiAuguét'l6}

~ the troopé resumed their travels in the direction of Orangé

~381bid.s 119. See also Wise, Seventeenth'Virginia, 90.

390@f1c1al Recordsg LI, Pte 2, 60k, Also see ibid.,
XII, Pt. 2, 9?8»29, for Lee' s Specxal Orders #3181 to

= Lo“gﬁtreete
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Court House and spent the night camped near Taylor s Farm. '
By August 21, the brigade had passed down the.Plank Road

from Orange, crossed the Rapldan at Raccoon Ford and ar-

. rived at Stevensburg, where it spent one day.' The next day

f‘the men made the short march to Brandy Stat;on. -Here, on
‘AugustAzhi sgveral Confederate brigades forméd line»of bat~-
tle on the plains west of the étation. Spo:adig'picket fifing
: erupted, but the Federals retired withoutvmakiﬁg a serious.
'} attack., By August 29, the brigade'had crossed the Rapidanl
at Amissviile and reached Thoroughfare Gap;V ﬁations’by then
N con31uted chiefly of green fleld corn gathered by the men as
;'they marched. Soldiers in the 17th Vlrglnla}p;lfered local
f:gardens_as a substitute,for the%r hOneexistent commissary L
'department. The men's uniforms and'shoes wéfe falling
‘ apartvaffer m@chxhard use. Privaté Johnstoh,notedz' "It
f was pathetic to see the boys with feet bare aﬁdvbleeding
v  endeaVoring to keep pace with their comrades.“uo ‘
| | On,Augﬁst 29, the Confederates flanked thé enemy out'pf
Theroughfafe Gap and then pushed on tOward-the éqund of fiﬁing
'in‘the'diStQHCe at Manassas. About noon thékbrigade halted
~three miles from Galnesville and immediate1& formed.line of
battle in the rear of Gen. Micah Jenkins® bfigédee The 7th
. ho. |

v Johnstoh, Confederate Boy,,ll9~26, See also Wise,
Seventeenth Virginia, 92-62, o '
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Vlrglnla took posmtlon between the Warrenton Plke ‘and the  v
Manassas Gap railroad. Shortly after thls, the brlgade moved
4;f0rward to a p031tlon just east of the rallroad, and the
2lth Vlrglnla ohlfted to support Rogers battery. Qulcﬁly'
the brlgade changed positions again, this time to the west of
the railroad and just on the outskirts of a small wooded
area, Here me brigade formed line of battle, and the 7th
Z Virginia went out in a skirmish 11ne into a ;1eld in thelr_
frcnt,‘ While changing positioh, the menVCaméfunder,éevere 
| a.r":illei‘J fire. Yet the 7th Virg,inia had no ‘c'asu’aities. o

- The rpglment reg@lned the brlgade, and the entlre unlt
‘started to advance tawavd another patch of woods some @OU
- yards distant. The men came under artllle*y flre but kenu:.‘
their formatjon, Suadenly the brlgade contacﬁed enemy
 ‘%?00Ds on 1ts rlght and rear  The men qulckly halted° hag,
Hewbert oi tne l?th Vlrglnla ﬁenu to see 1f any Confederate 
';troons were out thewe. None could be found,,sc the troops
tllmnedlatelv f911 b&ck a short dlstance,. After restlngvhere
- for a brlef tlme, Gen. Thpmas F Drayton s brlgade relleved
 Kempef‘s mén, xThe trdopé tﬁeh marched back ?9 the east of. '
. the railroad. ’:This bfief advaﬁéé‘and subsqueht retreat ena;

ed the day fﬁp the 7+th Virginia.ul

'ulOfficial Records, XII, Pt. 2, 625,
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On the morn;ng of August 30 Kemper s brlgade moved for- |
ward toward Manassas on a narrow country road oordered by a
rail fence. Here the men rested untll_ordered-to advance
late in the:afternoon; While the'men‘waited_in the‘road."
Pvts., John Mértin and A, J, Thompson nearly got into a |
"serious'fight," only'to have Col. PattonVStep between thém.
Shortly after this incident, the crash of béttle sounded on
the brigade's left. Quickly the men sPrang to their poéts}
_ and'bégan to advance in support of Jenkins"and Hunton's
“brigades. As the Confederates moved‘toward,the Chinn Hoﬁse,
the Federals opened on xhem with musketry and artlllery }’
" fire. The Southerners pushed past the Chlnn House, w1th v;
the battle getting hotter by the minute. One volley fol-
iowed another., The Virginians returned thé fire and chargéd
a Federal battery supported by the llth~PennSylvania
Infantry. The brigade's mdﬁeﬁtum was‘irresistable as‘the:.
“exultant Confederates overran the battery after a shdrt_‘
but desperate resistance.

Federal infantrymen scattered, abandoning their wounded
- and the regimentél colors, As Capt. Joseph Hahhick'of the,
24th Virginia stated in his‘repbrt, “the ménvdéshed forward
in splendid style." Lieutenant Colonel Skiﬂner of the 1st

. Yirginia‘was the first amongwthe gunners,,while "the valiant
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Patton led the heroicb7th Virginia." Duringv%he gdvanée. ;
~ the brigadeiéame upon a rail fence. As theJ?tﬁ Virginia}
‘came to this barrier, Lt. Col. Floweree shd&téd; "Up to
 the fence ?th.regiment, and give thém hellf"’ The brigade.;
pursued the retreating Federals until relieved’latér‘that |
evening, | |
Longstreet's attack was brilliantly execﬁted-ubut 1
costly. The 7th Virginia leost nearly every’mah on thev‘
"regimental,command level, Colonel Patton, Lt.'Col..‘
Floweree, Maj;'Swinler, Adj. Pattoh ahd Sgt. Maj. Park
were ail severely wounded-~the last two belng permanently
dluabled. Captaln Phillip S. Ashby led the reglment from
.'the field. Three other captains and five l;eutenants were.
wounded. Altogether;‘%hé 7th Virginia lost 6 men killed
‘éndv53 wounded . John Martih, who earlier had almost‘struék
his comrade, 1aJ dead on the field. 42 o |
After tue battle Pvt. Johnston went in search of

trousers and shoes. He flnally 1ocated a dead‘Federal about
~his size and took his shoes and tfousefs; The shoes wefe;too
small; SO he~gavé’them’to a feilow soldier: bﬁt the trousers'

" he kept. Unfortuzately the frousers had. been occupled by more

*2official Records, XII, Pt. 2, 625. See 1b1d.. L1,
Pt. 1, 13%4-36, for the reports of Capts. Hamhick and Ashby.
See Johnston, Confederate Boy, 129, for Flowerree s stir-
ring words, . : P
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than the dead soldier. Young Johnston begén itching and_. 
scratching. He now had to contend with a new batch of
“graybacks w43 _ |

On the Sunday after the battle. the men of the 7th
Virginia spent the day burying the dead and brlnglng in
the wounded., On September 1, the regiment, along with its
brigade, marched toward Chantilly. RegUlar rations were
Cstill scarée, as 1ndeed they had been ever 81nce the regl-
ment left Rlchmond, Some men in the 17th Virginia obtalned
~ beef from the carcassés of cattle killed by the retreating
Federals., However, at the end of the firsf day's march,
the army commissary improved this poor state of affairs when
it lbsueq four ounces of bacon and two hardtack crackers
to each men,

Thé b?igade'was not engaged in the‘skirmish at
: Chantilly,  During-September'3m5 the Virginians marched to
f.White's Ford on the Po*‘comac.MP The brigade'camped,at this
'place for less’than twenty~-four hours; and Wheh the unit
crossed into Maryland, most of its regimenfs cQuld mustef’*
barely a corporal's guard. This WasAthe result of an order

by Cen. Lee that all the sick and shoeless mén were to

@B‘Ohnston, Confederate Boy, 130,
Ll

‘,le»O/q

Ibid., 130-~31. See also Wise, Sevehteeth Virginia,
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aésembla at'Winchester_ahd await the army's réturn; Many
men turned the good intentions of thé drdef5fo selfish or
f‘cowardly purposés. Doubtless many menvhad:héartfelt con-
vvvictiéns about waging a defensive war to achiévevindepen—>
~ dence, but the end result was tc reduce drasfically the
_strehgthvof thé army. The 7th Virginia was;noiexception to
| this ?henomenau Private Johnston stéted thai "judging other
cemmands'by\my OWIl, m ;Ha‘tO0 large a'number’df men remained
~at Leesburg, stretching the pretext to covér'fér:more,than
was 1ntended by the order¢"45 v. V
On geptember 6 while s1ng1ng “Maryland, My Maryland "
the brigade waded across the Potomac and made camp that
: n1gnt at Buckeystown. The next day the men marched to the
railroad bridge oéer the Monocacy River, Wﬁéré‘the unit.
o éamped'for three days and witﬁessed the destruction of'theg
réilroad treé?le, On September 10, the brlgade marched
. through Frederick, Middletown and bivouacked near
Hagerstown, While marching through Prederlck,_ the 7th
Virginia eﬁcountered "unmistékable signs of;friéndship4"
The regiméntai'battle flag had been unfurled £or the”march

through the town, Upon seeing the words "Seven Pines®

= 45Johns’con, Confederate Boy, 131. See also Hunter,
- Johnny Reb and Billy Xankg 274,  Both men indicated that
the loss to the army from this order was qulte serious.,
S, H, S, P,, XXXI (1904), 38,
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inscribed‘dn_the banner; several young woméh proposed
"three cheers for fhé battle flag of Seven P:‘tv.:nes’.“q'6

On Septembef 14, the brigade received orders to come at
onée to Turner's Gap to support Gen. D, Hérvey Hill‘sbtroops.
whojwere\then undér heavy attack; Private thnston noted
that the day was very hot and dusty. These conditions, com-
 bined wifh rapid marching, caused a number of the men to col-
lapse along the roadside.

.Brigédier General Kemper had returned»to the command of
his brigade after-Second Manassas, and Gen. D. R. Jones now

- commanded the division, This division hurried up South

f{ Mountain to extend Hill's lines. Kemper's and*Garnett‘s :

. brigades filed into position on a ridge above and to the left
 of the pass., The Federals immediately attacked. Battle
:raged for several hours. The-Confederates,'heavily outnun-

bered, neVéftheless managed to contain the Federal attacks

until nightfall forced an end to the fighting. The troopé

' then withdrew "in comparatively good order tb.fhe foot of»thev

1mountain,". In the 7th Virginia, Tapley P.}Mays. who had car-
ried the regimental colors with much bravery and distiﬁCtion,

was killed "with his flag unfurléd‘and its staff clenched &n

his hands."uf

46Johné£on9 Confederate Boy, 138,

*7gg;g., 139~42, See also 0fficial Records, XIX, Pt. 1,
885, for D, R. Jones® report on the withdrawal of the troops.
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The flght at South Mountaln was only the beglnnlng.,.}
?EThe toughest,Amost dedlcated men remalned w1th the Army of
‘f Northern Vlrglnla after lt crossed the Potomac. The

“Confederate re51stance at South Mountaln was the 1n1t1al 1nd1- -

) d cation that these partlcular rebel soldlers would “take a’ lot
-5; of killing." I

On the nlght of September 14 the brlgade oegan a march

e:.toward Sharpsburg, At noon of the_followlngfday, the men :

i reached thelr destlnation'affeffnaking andall-night march’Withi
E nothlng but green corn and apples to eat._ The 7th Vlrglnla

took a p051t10n on. the extreme Confederate rlght. but for

':.two days the men marched and counter—marched to glve the

fﬁ;lluelon of?aelarger number,of troops, Actually Kemper"* s
dbrigade,'and*ifs sietersnnits;dwere pitlfully small.’ The
717th Vlrglnla, with ll? men commanded by Capt Phll S.v |

njAshby (Col Patton was severely wounded at Second Manassas),

| was the largest unxt in the brlgade. The lst Vlrglnla was

df,by far 4'he smallest, w1th but 30 muskets.48,7"

- On beptember 17, the battle of Sharpsburg Opened on the

'.'Confederate 1eft, and it was not untll late afternoon that

::the 7th Vlrglnla moved to fill the gap between the 24th

g'V1reln1a and the other trOOpS.b The reglment took a p031tlon

f,ln the road leadlng from Sharpsburg to Harper s Ferry and e

M8Johnston, Confederate Boy, 147,
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ri}awaited‘the:approach'of the enemy.' About 4@605p;-m., thev
"Federals droVe‘Gen. Robert Toombs"Georgians'frOm fhe’bridée
.on the Confederate rlght.‘ The Yankeee then started up the
-irsmall hlll toward the thln llne of waltlng Confederates.

: Captaln Ashby, a Mex1can war veteran. calmly announced to'
2ithe 7th Virginiaz F"Men, we are to hold thls p031t10n at

t all hazards.: If need be, we w1ll d1e together here in thls

: road."” 49 The men crouched 31lently behlnd the board fence

- that lined the edve of the road and walted for the Yankees

{,to approach w1thln musket range.. | )
The Federale sensed v1ctory after dlSpOSlng of Toombs
vfzforce.' The enemy battle llne smothered the grayclad sklr-;
'e m1sners, kllllng or capturlng all of them. Wlthout a halt.
“ﬂthe Federal llnes pressed on up the hill, Thelr battle 1lne’
- overlapped that of Kemper's brlgade. As a result, the 7th
J;and 24th Vlrelnla reglments broke qulckly and fled into the
"town of Sharpsburg. Later, as the result of a battle—sav1né
| counterattack bj A Pao Hlll' "nght DlVlSlon.f the 7th
Virginia was able to re-occupy its initial positlon.ﬁq r
The ?th Vlrglnla hence took very llttle part in the
:baﬁtle of Sharpsburg,_ In the words of Pvt, Johnston,'the ,
%1vid., 150. ﬁ | | -

" 50 Ibld., 153. See also Official Records. XIK, Pt. 1,
L )*37.
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1 regiment; exoept for ité skirmishers, "did nofepull a
trigger."5l';The men were under artillery fire prior to the
day of the battle and, on September 17, received scattered“
artillery and musket fire., The regiment's loSees were
‘light: 2 men killed ehd 10 wouhded. | _'
| This was the only instance in which the 7th Virginie
.,; failed to hold fast under attack. Assaulted on-both the
‘rrlght flank and front, the regiment faced elther canture or
e‘a nopeless flghw._ Kemper' s brigade lost 15 men kllled, 102
}ﬁlwounded and 27 m1551ng. This made a total of 144 casualties
,i out of approx1mately 3001men who went into battle. Two men
; in the 17th Virginia won commendation from Geﬁ.'Kemper for |
f?their'bravefy.f Private Samuel Coieman’captured the battle
3;’lag of the llth Pennsylvania, ahd Lt. vWilliam W. Athey
ﬁcaptured the colors of the 103rd New York. 52
The men 1n the 7th Virginia spent the oay after |
| Sharpsburg collectlng the wounded, burying the dead and
searohing the pockets of slain Federals. One’soldier in the
‘ reglment was shot and killed by a snlper as . he attended to

" the needs of wounded Federals.

51John5ton, Confederate Boy, 155.

520fficial Records, XIX, Pt. 1, 810; pt. 2, 677.



' On the nlght of September 18. the brlgade recrossed the
‘Potomac at bhepardstown and made camp about three mlles from
athe rlver. here the men rested and recounted thelr trlals
':ddurlng the»late campalgn.- For most. the mood was one of
_:"carry me back to old Vlrglnla" 1nstead of “Maryland, My
Maryland."z In a couple of days, the brlgade marched flrst‘
; to Bunker Hlll and then to Wlnchester. At Wlnchester, many
a‘uﬁiolck, wounded and shoeless men returned to the ranks. whlch‘-r
n?_was a godsend for the depleted army 53‘. " o
- Qn October 6, ﬁemper rev1ewed the brlgade at 1ts camp
';ﬁnear Honewell Meetlng House,, He had only pralse for the}
iemen s conduct durlng the arduous Maryland campalgn. On
“100tober 20, the brlgade left camp and moved to Whlte Hall,
where the men remalned for about a week.k The brlgade s
" next. obJectlve‘wao Culpeper Court House. The men arrlved

i_at a spot one mlle from the town after pa351ng through

nche ter, fordlng the Shenandoah Rlver and cre351ng thefi
n rrf“monntalns at Chester Gap.y By October 31, the brlgade was

'f com*ortably encamped at Culpeper. Here the command remalned
'“.for almoot three weeks.: Several companles of the 7th Vlrglnla .

were from Culpeper and surrcundlng countles. These soldlers

>5350hn5t6nn>COnfederatevBoy, 160-61., ;ﬁ*f
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'soon recelved clothlng and extra food from frlends and

sl o . _
| By the tlme the army reached Culpeper, a general re—dd
'_organlzatlon had been effected.v Kemper s brlgade was
dl‘placed in Gen. George:E, Pickett s newly created d1v1510n,y
'd‘along w1th Pryor s, Armlstead s. ‘Jenkins' and Plckett s old -
brlgade. A fleld return for October lO put the new lelslon';
- at u 194 men.e By November lh the lelslon.had grown to
B 6 868 effectlves. Brlgadler General Rlchard B. uarnett had

]aby now been aSSIgned to lead Pickett's old:unlt, and a new

' ]f'brlgade was - created and glven to newly promoted Brlg. Gen.r

'o_ngontgomery D Corse 53

About November 21, the brlgade fell 1nto llne for a
5;march to: Frederlcksburg. The men got an early start and dldf
elghteen mlles of "awful muddy marching .'; . the mud was

'aover our shoetops 1n a good many places." The brlvade"

o crossed the Rapldan at Raccoon Ford and pushed on: desplte

o qlbld., 165; Morgan, Remlnlscences, 1#2-43, Wlse,v? -
© Seventeenth Virginia, 121-22, . Between June 27 and Oct. 2#
- Capt. Morgan of the 1llth Va. was absent sick. .His recollec~
. tions were therefore of no value to this study for that time.
' perlod. The same is true of the Smlth~Plckett Dlary. '

5)Johnston, Confederate Boy, 166; Official Records, KIK,

Pt 2, 683, 660, 713. The 3rd Va. joined Kemper's brigade on
‘ hcv. 10 to replace the 17th regiment that Corse took with- hlm S

to his new brigade. Ibid.,, XXI, 539. See also Walter

'f__Harrlaon, Pickett®'s Men: A Fragment of War Hlstogx (New

- York, 1870), 69-70. Harrison was AsSt. AdJ.,and Inspectof
' General of Plekett s lelSlon until the end of the war, S
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;fatigue anddiﬁclement weather.} By November 23, the unlt was\-‘

~in camp three mlles fron the town. The camp81te was. unw1se~ o

1y s1tuated because of the scarclty of wood and water.‘
t_However. whlle at thls spot, ‘One cheerlng event took place:
'i new- recrults came into the ranks.'
| The next day. the men moved to a stand of pxnes where
: wood and water were adequate. Prlvate Plckett noted that
_1t was "a nice warm place.“ Desplte the better camp31te,
1}th1ngs were no+ perfect by any means. A November field re-
:'port showed 2 071 barefooted men in Plckett s lelSlon. -
.;‘Captaln Morgan saw many men 1n the 11lth Vlrglnla trylng |
ffto make mocca51ns from fresh cow hldes. He noted that they
_'met w1th llttle success. Prlvate Johnston served an apt .
scomment on the commlssary department when he-noted that
'1ea»1nv thelr meals gave. the men less trouble than flndlngv
' where the next one would or1g1nate.56
- The command lounged in relative 1naot1v1ty untll
'f]December ll, when the call to arms Caused the men to pre-f _‘
_f pare to march The men stayed on the alert for two days,:
 which "proved & severe task on the staylng powers of thei
:estrorgest men."' On December 13, the brlgade marched to the

v“center.of~the Confederate llne south of Frederlcksburg and'

56Johnston, Confederate Boy. 168. Norgan, Reminiscences,
144 Smith-Pickett Diary, Nov. 21~ 2k, 1862; Wlse.
seventeenth Vlr rinia, 122-23, 5
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f went into a féserve pqsifién. Aprevep, thefbfigade Was at}
 this point only a short time. Tﬁe men thenimérched to the}
© left at double quick.  While making thié‘shiff'the brigade,‘
came under heavy artlllery flre. The men brbké into a run:‘
to get out of range.v The troops crossed Hazel Run and movea
upon Marye‘g"ﬁeights, Here the men halted_and'agaln-went
into a supﬁoﬁt,position. While here,,Gen;vKémper made a'>;
 sh0rt speech to each regiment in the. brlgade. 'Private |
‘ Johnston noted that it "had a good effect upon the men., "
Many of the troops needed an‘;nner fire of thls sort to
'keep them warm, for they had no oVercbats. These soldlers
stooa shlverlng in tne cold fog as Kemper made hlS speech 57

Near the end of the day, the brlgade hurrled down to»f

'.‘the main line in response to a call for ald. 'The'men

’.flled into a pos1t10n just to the left of a stone wall, but
.zby this tlme ﬁhe Federal assault had ended.» With their
fbayonets, tlncups and boards the Confederates threw up

shallow breastworks. By mldnlght the men had‘made a line .

: sUfficient,tb stop,minié balls, but not muéhJélSe. The‘trdops
'then slept among a scattering of dead Cdnfééé?étes'left-by.
the Georgia and Norfh’Carolina.troops.whomftﬁeiVirginians‘

had relieved.

B )7Johnston, Confederate Boy, 168~ 70. See also Morgan,
Remlnlgcences, 145-50; Official Records, XXI, 569, :
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”he 7th Vlrglnla had remalned in a reserve capa01ty un-
Ctil nearly the end of the battle, and when the reglment did
- &0 into the llnes the flght was over, Therefore the unlt
‘suifered few casualtles, four men belng wounded only.58
_ On the next day, December 14 the Vlrglnlans enﬁaged in
"_a sharp—shootlng duel w1th the Federals. Each of the
Confederates had been 1ssued 100 rounds of ammunltlon in
.expectatlon of an dttack that never came.. Some men in. the
,r 7th Vlrglnla carrled water to wounded Federals lylng out in
© front of the Confederate llnes--often at great rlsk to
‘59 .

: themselves.

-On December 16 the brlgade retlred to the woods near

af}Gulnea s Sﬁatlon and establlshed w1nter quarters. The men

went on occa51onal plcket duty, but the greatest part of

E the tlme was spent in 1nact1v1ty. " The troops saffered
greatly from the lack of shoes and overcoats, but ‘they
never doubted the ultlmate success of thelr under~
d‘prov1s1oned army. To keep warmer at nlght, soldlers would
- build flres on the spot where they 1ntended to sleep. uust
befere turnlng in for the night, the men rolled away the

f» burning logs and swept away the ashes. They then lald down

: 58Morgan, Remlnlscences, 152; Johnston. Confederate
- Boy, 172. . A

*90rficial Records, XXI, 559.
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“'on the wafm ground where the fire‘hadlbeen°an§hcoveredvthem-
selves with ragged blankets.60 | B |
The Christmas season contalned less 1n the way of food
"than the men would‘have llked, but the soldlers did as all
soldlers have done—nthey made the best of thelr 81tuat10n.u
In the 7th Vlrglnla, one partlcular 1n01dent both embarrassed'
the men and gave them grlm satlsfaotlon.- Dan East, a per-%
petual slacker in Company D, recelved his Just punlshment,.
At first he was forced to march through camp with a fence
rail on hlsashouloer and a placard with the word'"coward"_on
his back.‘ This did not even phase the inoorrigable East;7
for he shortly helped hlmself to a comrade s personal be-~;’v
'e longlngs. The men then whipped Pvt East out of the serv1ce
.forthwith.él

The year 1862 had been a tlme of high hopes and manyfe

deaths for the 7th Vlrglnla.H The men d1d not,know 1t yet-h

but Sharpsburg was as. close as thevaould

The comlng year would deal a crushlng blow to Lee s forces

in general_and to Plckettfs men in partlcular.‘

60Johnston, Confederate Boy, 173: Harrlson, Plckett'

Men, 72.

61Funter. Johnny Reb and BlllY Yank, 325 38 Johnston,
Confederate Bov, 175




. GHAPTER IIT

ALL_GOOD MEN MUST RALLY

iThe secénd.winter of war was not partiduiarly tryingn
for the Confederate army. Rations, clothlng and furloughs
‘  might be hard to obtain, but the men felt confldent that
the coming year would bring flnal v1ctory.
| Late in danuary Kemper's brigade fought its first
 .major‘batt1é:since Fredericksburg--with anwballs., One;
evehihg-theghén in the 17th Virgihia discovéyéd Toombs'
- Ge@fgians Sneaking up on the camp. The Georgians had come
pfepared with haversaéks filléd With hard ﬁécked sndwballé.‘
Before a»ceneral alarm could be sounded, the Georglanu'
were charging through the Vlrglnlans° campo The snowball
‘-fightﬂdevelgpéd into a huge affair with nearly the whole f
 of six brigades involved in charge and countef-chargev
across the snowy hills. Before this “battlé" ended,
several blquy noses and black eyes were iﬁﬂg#idénce.l

On Janﬁary 20, the brigade fell into liné and marched -
toward Bahk;é;Ford to counter a reported Federal ihrust
across the river, The weéther_wasrhorriblégﬂ"Thefﬁen

1

Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 329-30.
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outmarched their supply wagdns, had to camp all night in a
slushy wooded afea,withoﬁt fires and then neﬁér encountefed
any enemy soldiers! The next morning the brigéde returned
- to its old camp. The bitterness of the Southérners knew
no. bounds whén the men surveyed the ruins of their once-
comfortable dwellings, Camp followers had stolen everything
that could be of value~~chairs, tables, kettles and, worst:
of all, the men's excess clothing. Privafe Alexander Hunter
of the 17th Virginia spoke for many when he déjectedly
stated: “What military dunderhead we had to thank for this
delectable manoeuvre we never found out . ,_."2
Tﬁe troops remained in their camp for ébdut three weeks
and tried not to think about lost possessions.‘fOn
| February 16, the brigade agaih embarked on a move, After
two days "of miSerable marching,” the men reached Hanover
;unction befqre continuing to a point near}Manchester on
"the Richmond and Petersburg Turnpike.' There fhey camped
for a short fime. By March 1, the ﬁen had arrivéd at
~ Prince George Court House, where the brigade camped for
nearly three weeks., While the 7th Virginia wés‘in Richmond’
;»on its way to Prince George Courtvﬁouse;;Lt;bCél. Flowerree
 ydrahk “one too many" and was plageq:undéf;afrést by Gen.

“1bid,, 333.
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Kemper, HoWe&er. Flowerree was not alone ih'ﬁis predica~
ment: several other officers in the same condition received
this punisl’lnrxer.\t,,‘3 |
On March 21, the brigade boarded rallroad cars for a
trip to Goldsboro, N. C. The weather was stlll qultercold_
and the men did not relish a long ride in unheated box cars.
Consequently, they piled earth in the centerbdf the car and
built a fire on fhe dirt. The men arrived in Goldsboro warn
but begrimed with smoke from their fires. ‘While in Goldsﬁorp,
fhree‘men were executed for desertion. The whOlé brigade
formed an open square and watched as the flrlng squad rld~
dled the tnree unfortunatesau
- The next day the men took railroad caré to Kinston, ..
‘where fhe brigade made camp just south of the Neuse Rivef;“
On March 29, the lst and 7th regiments went:oﬁt on a scouf,
ftoward New.Berneo For two days the men marched and countetw
‘marched through swamps and muddy roads befdreithey fought ?
small skirmish at Tuscarora. By April 4, the~fired, mud- -

spattered men were back in Kinston, While at Kinston,

3Loeh‘r, First Virginia, 33; Johnston, Confederate Boy,
- 179-81; Worgan, Reminiscences, 156, Flowerree's detention
was fortunate for the 7th Virginia in that he missed
Gettysburg and thus was avallable for command after Col.
Patton's death. .

Ly ..
Morgan, Reminiscences, 157.
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ratioﬁé'of riée; sweet potatoés, black-eyéd péés and babon'
'.‘Were much moré plentiful than they had been ih'war—ravaged
Virginia. | |
| On‘April_S, the Virginians boarded'cars‘and travelled
westward through Goldsboro and Weldon to Franklin StétiOn; v
Vé,g on the Blackwater River. Because fheiweéther‘was'
Warn, mény'men-rode on top of the cars to seeffhe view and,
catch the pleasant breeze. One soldier, Manly Reece of |
the 24£h Virginia, did not see one of the mény~bverhead

~ bridges that crossed the "tracks./ He stood upright, »Wasﬂ'
 knocked from the car and killed.

The Drlgade camped at. Franklin Siatlon for several
days., Qn Aprll 11, they began a two~day march to buffolk.l
The men euur@nched there and spent their tlme on picket
dutf oy awaltlnv attacks that never materlallzed, The pur-
Dose of this wn&cx1v1ty was to hold the Federalo inside thelr
1lines so the uonfederate commlsgary could gdther suppller
from the surrounding countryside. While at‘Suffolk, threév‘
men of the 7uh Virglnxa de%erted to the enemyu ‘ h

: On May 3, the Drlvade quietly sllpped away from its A
entTEﬂchmep ts and crossed the Blackwater Rlver at South Quay.
The line of march lay through forests and swampsa The frogs
<”appeared to‘have gotten up a special ccncért”ffor the troops

as they marched through the night. The colﬁmhjreached‘the
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“little settlement of Jerusalem‘the next day; ‘On May 6, the
" troops marched sixteen miles and camped‘at Littleton.
Three days later, the brigade advanced through Petersburg and
camped on Duniop's Farm near Chester Station. Several days
later, the’ménvarrived at Taylorsville, wherevthe brigade
rested and refitted until the start of the Gettysburg cam~
paign.5 | | |

While at Taylorsville, the 7th Virginia éxperienced a
religious revival in somewhat the same fashion as the rest
of the Army of Northern Virginia. The regiméntal chaplain,
Rev, Florence HeCarthy, wrote to fellow cleric J. William -
Jones: "We did not experience such blessingsHas have descén~”
ded on other parté of the army . . " Neveftheless. there
Were 25 conversions in the brigade, 13 of which came from
the 7th Virginia. Private Johnston noted that "our soldiers
are loyal to their country, aﬁd Oh! how grand if they woﬁld
only be loyal to God.“6
| During the brigade's stay at Taylorsville, it patrolléd
across the Pamunkey River into King and Queeh County. The-
" men stayed there only a short time and then‘réturned to
5Loenr, First Virginia, 4. See‘also Johnston,

Confederate Boy, 182-84; Morgan, Reminiscences, 158-62;
‘Harrison, Pickett's lien, 75-77.

bWilliam Jones, Christ in the Camp (Atlanta, 1904),
310, See also Johnston, Confederate Boy, 186,
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Taylorsville.i Several days later, Gen. George E. Plckett
: utaged a lelqlonal review, A little street urchln from -
nghmond named John Whitlock was the drummer boy for the 7th
Vlrglnla. As Pickett passed down the carefully formed rankg
of soldiers, each drummer would sound a long roll. Young
whltlock did not like belng drummer boy and-had thrqwn'his
sticks away. Colonel Patton ordered the roll started‘and»was
infuriated_byla compléte silence. Thereafter, Whitlock wés
very careful to have his sticks with him at all times.7 |
On'Juhe 3, Pickett's Division, ominously'minus Corsefs
and Jenkins'® br¢5ades. started the march north to re301n the
vma§n army. ;ﬁy June 10, the brlgade had reached Culpeper.
4 Enr oute to Culpeper, the 3rd and 1llth Vlrglnla ‘marched back
vto the Pamunkey River in support of some artillery which
hoped to capture two Federal gunboats. The efforﬁ was unQ
‘successtl and the men had to bevcontented with "Scaring-all
" the Yankees we could find out of their wifs.” In7Culpepef;
the men prepared their accoutrements in light‘marChing ordér
~and cooked three-days' rations. By June 14, the brigade‘had
’ completed preparations for the summer campaigﬁ; The tréops_
Weré in high spirits'as everyone speculateqlon‘the army's,
goal., | |
| 71pid., 186-87.

BEdward C. Barnes %o mothér, June 7, 1863, Barnes M3S,



On June 16, the brigade;ieff:Culpeper'ahd'marched eigh+,
teen dusty-hiles‘toward Gaine'sfdross Roads. Three days
later, the men were at Snicker’ s Gap atop the Blue Rldge.-
The next ddy the troops crossed the Shenandoah Rlver and |
»blvouacked near Berryville. Captaln John Dooley of the lst.'
Vlrﬁxnla ﬂoted that the "heat was frlghtful,“ ‘and that sun-
etroke v1ct1ms llttered the roads. On June;Z#, while still
in camp at‘Berryv1lle,.the troops first leafﬁed of the ulti»-'
‘mate goal of their-army. Some disagreed with,the'plan toi
invade the North, but'thie'time no maeseabséneesofrom thefa

'rankefoccurred.that had'preceded the.Sharprgfg campéign.'f
Yet, Pickettvsent.to Lee an urgent request that Corse‘s'
- and Jeﬁkinsfvbrigadesvbe retﬂrned to his divisioh, which
wa.s the smalleet in the army.9 o

On.June 25, the}troops pasSed.through Mertinsburg;
crossed the Potomac at wllllamsnort and encamped two mlles
beyond the river, While there, the soldlers watched the
; executwon of a man from the 18th Vlrglnla in Garnett’® s brl-
: gade. The - neyt an the brigade marched through Wagerstown,

entered PennSleanla and‘rested outside Greencastle.v On g

90fficial Records, XXVII; Pt. 3, 910, 1090-91. See
iso Johnston, Confederate Boy, 194; John Dooley, John
Dooley, Confederate Soldier; His War Diary, ed., by Joseph
T, Durkin (Washlngton, 1945), 35. Hereafter cited as Dooley,

war Jlary
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i June 27, the men marched through Chambersburg and blvouacked:'

;dthree miles beyond the town on th ;Harrlsburg Road. Two

fidays later, the brlgade returned to Chambersburg and began

plcket duty.v The 1nvad1ng Vlrglnlans noted that the natlves

were "very oullen and mallclously dlsposed."7 All the llquorf

’5:that could be found had been locked up in- the court house,; f
nand put under guard by the provost marshal |

On June 30 the men performed the arduous task of d

'destroylng the Lhambersburg~Hagerstown Rallroad.» ThlS task

. occupied the whole day and "was very thoroughly done for a

mile or more."_ The usual method was'to_bulldrhuge bon-
';flres-us1ng the_réilroad4crose-ties. »The’aéh3fhéﬁ puf the”
. dron ralls on the fire untll the rall was heated and soft g
:enough to wrap around the nearest tree. ThlS partlcular ffd}
method of destructlon ‘was extremely efflclentolol
On July 2, Plckett s DlVlSlon got an early start on.
: _its march to Gettysburg, By mld—afternoon, the column hadn -
trudﬁed twenty three mlles under a bllsterlng sun. The ‘
men halted ‘about three mlles from the fleld where the c0n~.

ﬁ“fllct had been raging. for two ‘days.. On the way the troops’n

passed the smolderlng rulns of Thaddeus Stevens s 1ron

N loIbld., 97-98; Official | Recoras, XAVIL, Pt. 3,
uonfederate Boy, 196 98; Harrison, Pickett's Men, 87.
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foundry that had been burned by Jubal Early s troops., As
_ the men started thelr camp flres and began to cook ratlons,
_they wondered why they were not ordered 1nto battle; Some
men looked on this with forebodlng. They felt that when
"Marse Robert" held them back one day, 1t would be doubly
i hot for them the next. As nlght fell and coffee came to-
a boil, the troops talked among themselves and agreed
11

that they would wage a fearful battle on the morrow.

Early on the mornlng of July 3, the columns formed

o and headed toward the battlefleld. Plckett 'S D1v1s10n,

"w1th Kemper S brlgade in the van, marched through a small
valley whose mouth opened on Semlnary Rldge and was dl- ‘
rectly OppOSlte the center of the Federal llnes on v
Cemetery Hlll Qulckly the veteran troops formed Just
behlnd the Confederate artlllery. Kemper held.the rlghti’b
and Garnett was on his lefta ‘Armlstead-formedhin the rear
© of these two brigades because of the restrioted front.

On the left of Pickett's Division was Heth‘sdDiviSion, nowf
under the command of Brig; Gen, Johnston Pettigrew. 1 5
Pender S D1v151on, commanded by Brlg. Gen. Trlmble, was on}
Pettlgrew s lefto Brlgadler Gens Cadmus Wllcox s brlgaded

owas to move up 1n support as. the Confederate battle llne :

11Johnston, Confederate Boy, 196598; Harrison,
Pickett's Men, 87; Loehr, First Virginia, 35-36.
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moved pasf; 'Such were the diSpositiohs oflthé troops‘atv
7300 a. m. on the thlrd aay at Gettysburg.??
The Confederates were exposed to the rays of the hot
‘Juiy sun.v As the hours passed, many men crept back 1nto
the shade of the nearby woods, They were 1n a cheerful if
somewnat cautlous mood,‘ Colonels Patton and'Mayo of the 3rd
Virginia exchanged comments on this fact as they survejed
- their waiting troopso The offlcers noted thefapparent
vstfeogth of the positioh they would have to’assault, Walfér
.t?Harrlson, one of Pickett's adJutants, noted that "the
lfstrength of upe p051t10n of the enemy was frlghtful to look
 at." He also felt that the troops were anx1ous at the delay
oénd wanted to "be up and at,°> m,” Up on the 11ne. Pvt.
‘Dooley of the ldt Virginia saw several dead Confederdtes
:und ooted that one was decapltated w1th the head "in
1bloody iragmeﬂts upon the grcund nl3
| At 1:00 p. m.,, the report of a single Confederate
‘Whitworth cannon echoed across the field, Qulckly a second
shot sounded. This was fhe Signal'for‘the heavlest artllmi
~lery bombdrdment the war had yet seen, Aboufoiéo guns

:nurled vhells upon the Fedpral p031tlons whlle over lOO

12Harrisob; Piokett'S'Men; 90-91,

*}Dooley, War Diary, 102; Harrlson, Plckett' Mén;
QL-0k, o
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) enem§ gun§ rebiied.j The 7th and‘3rd Vifgihié ﬂefe£inva |
slight depression that exposed both to ]Fe.déréi'f artillery
fire. Scores of men in Pickett's Division we?é7woundéd7byf
enemy éhells thavaVershdtvthe Cbﬁfedérafe gﬁhﬁérs. FOr‘ {
the men in the ranks, hav1ng to lle there and recelve
‘vohell fire w1thout moving, was extremely trylng. All the
men could do was to hide as best they could._,Prlvate quley'
noted that "I never . . . got closer to the eéfth_than_oﬁf34;
this 6ccaslon°”' Ad;utanthafrisoﬁ recalled thé¢ "such a :
: tornado of?projectiles it has seldcm’been thé}A . e mis-1 :
) fortune of dnyone to see. 1Y v v_ ‘
The hours crept by for the men on both sldes. Fiﬁally -
came the command to form llne of battleg Many men were
horrlfled to see. the number of soldiers stlll on- the ground.
Many were dead or wounded, some had fallen.v;ctlm to heat
stroke, and a few simply lacked‘the couragé’tquise to:
their feet. General Pickett rode to the front of each bri-
vgade and shouted: “Up, men, and to your posté{ ‘Don;t;foré
get today that you are from oid.Virginia!"15v1>‘ . =
Wipig 96 103. Brigadier Gen. ﬂllCOX stated in hls_:

report ihat hemper°¢ brigade suffered severely from the pre-
attack Federal counterfire. S H. 8. P., VII (1879)9 285,

5Dooley, War Diary, 105 Dooley was shot through both _
legs and captured when the Confederates retreated from
Cemetery Hill, GSee also Johnston, Confederate Boy, 207. L
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The effect of this battle cry on the men was tremen-»f'
' dous. Qulckly the llnes formed, the reglments moved out of
- the woods and 0”u::.ded. on the colors. Colonel Patton ‘was the
only fleld offlcer present with the 7th Vlrglnla at thls “fi
tlme.l6 : -

The Yirginiane hadvto marchVaimost“a'ﬁiie’acfoes open.
“ grouhd to,reeoh ﬁhe Federal defehses. As the men moved out,
there was no cneerlng, only mood of grlm determlnatlon.;
When the Confederate ranks came 1nto cannon range, the ‘
E rederel ertlllery opened w1th SOlld shot. Gaps appeared
in the eouthern ranks, but the trooPS closed up and pre-
sented an orderly front to- the enemy.v About midway to
vvthear goal the troops had to perform a dlfflcult obllque
:1movement to the left. In doing this, the Qonfederate llnes‘
':marched'pafallél to the Federal liﬁes—nailwfhé*while*undere
a heevy’fife; The Confederates also lost many men when f |
they had to knock down a fence 4nd reform whlle exposed to
‘the enemy,o Nhen’about 250 yards from thelr obgectlve. the'

: Vlrelnlans screamed out thelr "Rebel Yell“ and dashed for

' -the firet llne of cannon. About twenty paces from the,v_

stone wall, the troops: re0011ed from a concentrated
musketry and artillery fire. The Vlrglnlans began to drlft
to their 1ef% and bunch together in front of the wall.

16Tbld.g 202-03.
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Suddenly fhe men fired an effectivé”volley'af their antég*
onists‘and thenidashed}the last few yérds'intQ’the Fedéral
_1ines.l7 .; : v | _ _: . . ‘
At the:cérner‘of the stone wall, Col. Patfon.fell
mortally wounded. The cblor~bearér,‘Lt. Watsoh} and éll
eight of the color guard were either killedtof wounded .
The ia st one to carry the Tlag, a mere boy named Tolbert, 
was killed as he tried to plant the colors of the 7th ‘
FV1rg1nla on that bloody wall, A soldier in the 82nd ‘New
York had shot Tolbert in the head and grabbed the flag of
Frazler’~ Farm and oecond Manassas.18 |
Vermont troops ﬂot on hemper 8 rlght flank and pourea
2 destructive fire lnto the llth Virginia. Qn ‘the far left’.
flank of the attack, Brockenbrough's brigade hﬁd broken and
fled to the rear. The pressure on both flanks and front
-’fapidly beéame too much for the Confederates. Once the
mass of the éoldiers perceived that all was ldst; they vA
quickly broke for the Confederate lines. As the_fleeing
" soldiers recrossed the open field, they came under fhe most
murderous'fife'of the day.  More men fell durlng the b
Yy, u. s, P., XXKII (190k), 184-203. Captain John H.
oﬂlth of the 1llth Virginia wrote this account of the charge.
See also Official Records, XXVII, Pt. 2, 386, for the re-
port of laj. C. 5. Peyton, )

L?dcﬂmstorx. Confederate Boy, 215; S, H. 5. P., XAXII
{1904), 35, S '
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retreat fhéﬁjhad‘been lost in the advéncé. TAdjﬁféﬁ£:"
Harfisoﬁ statdd: "In the at+ack it was heavy, but un- L
heeded' 1n the retreat 1t became terrlble o 9 |

The ourVLvors gathered behind Semlnary Rldgé in
- shocked dlsbellef that they had been repulsed.- Men stoodVﬁ
in sﬁall~m&eryfsmall~—grbups and relived'their varidué
 experiences. Ned Barnes wrote to his mother after the
battle and_stéied that he feit that the charg§ would haVe
been successful had}it beén properly sUpported. Many of‘
”iokett's mer, must have felt this waj. Only 300~4OO men of
| PlCKEbt’” DlVlulOﬂ regathered on the rldge thdt afternoon.
 'On the marnLné of July 4, not l 000 muskets could be
VCOUHtudn One of the best divisions in the army had sus- ::
tained "a loss never to be fully repalred."za.' | |
General Lee rcde up to greet the surv1vors as they
© drifted oac&;lnto the Confederate llnesa Whlle here he
'undticed Geﬁ,iKemperﬂbeing carried by on'é‘sfretchér‘and vf
inquired if there were anything he could dp'for him.
Kemper, in much pain, raised himself on his5eibows and re-
.Dlied;“ "Xeo; General Lee, do full Justlce to thls lelSlon
for its work today." |

harris son, Pickett’s Hen, 100,

‘? o
201pid., 102-04; S, H. S. P., XXXII (1904), 37;
Bdward C, ﬁ;rneu to - lbé}, ﬁarne& M3S .
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N will," Lee s'ol_emnlybpromised.?1
The casualty figures for Pickett's Di&isibn were apé '
' pélling. The unit lost 232 menvkilled,u1;157fW6qnded andlt.'
1,499 captured or missing. This represented dver half the
. entire commahd; Kemper's brigade lost 731 ﬁeﬁ,'of which
the 7th Virginia suffered 15 men killed and 79 wounded. The
- regiment also lost its battle flag. Thié waé no cause for
shame‘among the troops--most could readily éeé_how it_had
been lost.2% } '
On JulyHM, the retreat back to Virginié:bégan.
Pickett's Divisionbhad charge of the » early 4 OOO Pederal
- goldiers captured during the battle. %dny men con51dered_ '
it a dlSdrace to he glven a nonmcombat ass1ﬁnment but
 ~uch were the orders _By July 9, the troops-had arrived
at the Potomac at Williamsport and turned the prisonérs_.
over to Gen., Iﬁboden?s cavalry.?jl “: o
Thé next day, the lst, 3rd énd 24th Virginia crossed

~to the Virginia side of the river. The 7th and 1lth

Zlb He 5. Pa, hXXI (1903), 234, Thls conversatlon
wag overheavd by Capt., Roy Bright of Pickett® s staff.

OfflClal Records, XXVII, Pt. 2, 329~ 3& Johnston,
Confederate Boy, 215.

2 . . e o,
3Loehr, First Virginia, 39:; Harrison, Plckett's
M en 2 ]. O \) e : )
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Vlrglnla remalned on the Maryland 31de of the rlver as a |
iirearguard and croseed over the pontoons the following day. .
| On JU1Y lb the brlvade. now under Col Joseph Mayo,;:
11Jr}, of the 3rd Vlrglnla,-marched through Martlnsburg 1n.f5
a soaking raln. The men halted ih'a'field &hlch offered>hm

no wood for flres by whlch the men could dry themselves.

avAfter a tlme an officer dlscerned thls eltuatlon and

shifted the;tr00ps to a nearby clump of tlmber. sSoon the
men had larg e roarlng flres ’ourrx;l.ng.zlF
Cn July 20 the brlgade passed through Berryv1lle
- and spent»yhat night near Mlllwood. However, a good nlght s
sleepbelUded fhe weery soldiers; Shortly after supper.'
.'the whole brlvade went out to do plcket duty at Berry s
eFerry.' The next day the men marched through the rolllng o
.voountry81de untll they came to Front Royal. where the
.soldlero waded across thev\henandoah Rlver._ The stream
had a strong current because of the recent ralne and the,;@
" men had "nard work to get across.” That nlght the soldlers -
of the brlgade bivouacked at Chester s Gap.e gf .
On July 22, “the Confederates had a chance to capture'f.'

some much needed artlllery from the Federa]s.f The men rose

before dawn end set off on a round~about march to eurprlse

2“Loehr, Firs t Vlrglnla. 39. See: also S. He So Puy

S XEXTI (1904), 38° Offlclal Records, XXIA, Pt 2, 682.
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aﬁ enemy battery. Beforé the Confederatés‘ﬁqdid spring:thé v
trap, the T~"ec?ac>rals moved out of danger. ‘Seémihgly as a |
reward,; une troops then marched the rest of thé day and

Call nignﬁ,ln "knee deep mud" and arrived aﬁ_Géihe's Cross
E Roads at daylight}the neXt.day. On July'25j fhe brigade 

| arrived>at‘cu1§eper and‘camped thefe for aﬁdut a week.
~There were umdoubtedly Qeveral hanpy reunlons Wlth famllles

‘ because several comp&nles of the 7th Vlrglnla were from
_Culpencr and the surroundlng couniles.' Just as undoubﬁedly,
also, w there news of fallen comrades to be relayed to
v‘ummowj,nfI homefolk.25 5
On Auvugt Fe the brigade marched to a camp on the"
© Rapidan River near Mountain Run., This pleasanu summer
‘éampsite was,té be the soldieré residence for over a
month.  Here thermen rested, recruits filled the shattered,
ranks, and'éll paused‘to refléct on the war?' éblonel May0 ‘

ctaged're gular company, reglmentdl and brlgade drxl’s to

o work the new men into army dlsmpllnen

On beptember 9, the lelSlon marched to the v101nlty
. of Rlchmand, where 1ts component brlgades each left for a
dlfferent statlon in the city's defenses, Kemper s brlgade
:'wés éf Chaffip’s Farm fbr_several days andVCampedain theYOLQ‘*

25Loehr, Flrst Vlrﬂlnla. 40 'Morgan. Remlnlscences.
6 703 0ff1c1al Records, KXVII, Pt 24 357 63, “1090-91 .-
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wintér'quarterc'of Gen, Henry'wisé}sﬂbrigade; vThénks to -
Gettysburg, the 7th Virginia dld not need all the huts
 that were avallable.26 o o
| | On September 25, the brlgade marched to Rlchmond and
 boarded rall cars for their old camp»athaylorsv1lle.'
Here the.men settled into winter quarters?é“dog houses."
as some called them. As soldiers will'éogvthe men at
x‘once'sét,about replaeiﬁg their tattered iags with respec~

: table outflis, Ned Barnes erte-his mdthef»tO'send hiﬁ"a 
new palr of boots by "the first safe conveyance." as his .
ecld ones had "busted all to pleces."‘ The=men of the lSt:+
anglnla recelved a gift of overcoats and other outer N

’clothlng from the Richmond of¢101als. The soldlers of

the lst Virginia were always glad to be near thelr home

- clty. brlvate Loehr noted that he and hls fellow

Richmonders "spent a very pleasant-tlme?-at:Taylorsville.?
Except for a later alert, the men passed fhé‘time‘re» |
crultlng, guarding rallroad bridges over the. North and
South Anna Rlvera and doing picket duty.27b

| While a* rpaylorsvz.lle, +the men of the 7th Vlrglnla

engaged 1a serious dlSCUSglOnS about the war.' Many felt

26L0ehr, Pirst Virginia, 40,

. . v |
mdward C. Barnes to mother, Sept. 25, 3863, Barnes.
WSS Loehr, Flrst Virginia, 40, .
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: thaf things‘Weré‘grimmer now than'When the yééf begaﬁ. 
They wanted to know how long the war would last, the
' Confederacy s prospects for success, and 1f the flght
vou]d contlnue until the last man fell. These and many
- other questlons arose in the mlnds of soldlers who had
seen,Flrst Manassas, Frazier! s Farm and Gettysburg. To'
some men, the South Wag visibly féiling, buf szt.had not -
yet seen‘the_"handwriting on the wall."” Mény-sgldiers
felt that their thin tatteredvfanks Wou1d riever again be
~the éame‘ Geheral Lee had written to.Presideht-Davis -
}that "Plckbtt s Division wants many offlcers ow:mb to the
.number wounded and captured, who cannot now be replaced oo
This was an apt commentary on the condition’ 01 the brlgade.
However, most men in the 7th Virginia arrived at the con~
clusion tﬁat_"we will have to fight it outg"zs |
Rations got smaller and smaller during the winterné
"one pint_of unsieved meal and a gquarter pound‘Of}baCOn
per day.” Sometimes a few lucky soldiers:manéged_to ob-
téir sdme.turnips or potatoes, but not often. The ”
on*edcracy S ersatz coffee came from parched wheat or

rye. Most of the time the bacon ration was so small the

ZUJohnston, Confederate Boy, 233 -3 Official Records,
XXIX, Pt. 2, 706; Loehr, First Virginia, 40.
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men could not afford to cook 1t so they ate 1t raw w1th
an ash cake made from the meal, , v v

J. Tylér Frazier was now the regiménta1 §hapiaih.
Because of bad‘weather; the_troo@s'did not_of%en attend
open-alr serﬁiéeswb When they were held, it'was usually‘
in Frazier's hut or in the mess building. o

in the closing days of Novemberg the‘briéade went Qﬁ N
an alert to oe ready to march at a moment 8 notlce. The
OppOblﬂ” armies dlong the Rapldan were engaged in the Hlne,
xun-Qampalgn at tn¢g-t1me, but Terry's brlgade»waﬂ not
needed, It was lucky the men were not summoned, because
the brlﬂddp had riot vet fully recovered from the
. Gettysburg losses, The field return for_December'Bl
 put the brigﬁde at 1,256 men. Its optimum’stfength was
é,oooxmen.zg' :"

Huhﬁﬂj, 111 olothed and few in number, the men of
the 7th Virginia entered the thlrd winter of war.
Gettysburg had been a crushing blow. ’There the regiMent;{L

lost many brave, 1rreplaceable men, among them vallant

' f»cal Patton¢ ~In return, the reglment had recelved few

recru3t0n~and many of these were conscrlpta of doubtful
S quality. | o ' ; _
291bid., 234-36; Official Records, XXIX, Pt. 2, 90k~

"~ 05. By Oct. 10, Col. W. R, Terry had been given command of

- the brigade, Coln Mayo returned to command of the 3rd
Virginia, and the unit soon came to be callea TerrJ S
Ollgddee
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ﬂhe reglment 8 de31re to fight on to ultlmate v1c~
tory had not dimmed, but now some men reallzed that the

odds agalnsb the Confederacy were 1ncreablng. Starvatlon;{

possible mutliatlan and deathuwthese were the rewards of

the veterans oi the 7th Virginia as they were. the rewardu;'»_

of all-gouthern soldlers. The men contemplated thelr
c1tuatlon and looked to the comlrg year with grlm'

uetermma’clong if not pe331mlsm,'



CHAPTER IV P
STEADPAST HEARTS AND HUNGRY STOMACHb

'aoidlerb did not llke to cdmpaign in the mlddle of
the wznt@rmmunlegs it was a “camnalgn" 1nto Rluhmond to.
see the sights and to court,pretty girls., barly in
January, 186@v'the 7th‘V1rginia, along with its brigadé,:
embarhed on a trip that ultimately took the men far from ;
- their warm nui v | v

“ On uanuary 8, the troops voarded rallroad cars for
a ride to Rlchmond. They were on thelr way to horth
Carollnde, The Lonfederaue hlgh command hoped to re-
capture everdl 1mportant towns 1n that state and to.b
 rhwarr "ederal plans of further 1nvas&on¢ They arrlved
in Richmond durlng the early mornlng hours and marched'
thzough the nearmdeserted streets to another depot where
they boarded another traln for the rlde to. Petersburg. In{
this éity*fhgthungrv troops halted near tne reserv01r and
‘ccskéd'slim rétions, Shortly after quenchlng what appe-
_ﬁi%e'they éouid; the men marched to the depot and took carﬁ.i
again, this time'for Weldow. N. C. By January 13, the

u .bwlgade had reached Goldsboro and gone into camp two'

86
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‘miles west of the town. The Virginians ha&‘béén here be-
fore, and ﬁo‘doupt some wondered what they‘had come here
to do, Yet, their spirits were good. Ned 5arnes noted
vth at "éve%y unit was in the highest glee.” - That night
the troops ate their small rations of crackers ‘and fat
meat and reminisced about the earlier days of thevwar.l
Early on the morning of January 30, thé'troops began
the march tQ‘Kinston, ‘For two days men plodded through the
winter courtryside that was as well relatlvely deberted.
The march on January 31 did not end until early on the -
‘mofning of the next day. After a very4£ew houréf gleep,
the men were again on the march. Soon %he.ﬁiréd froopé
were within five miles of New Berne. Yet noifést existed
for the wedfy. Up came the Ordnance and supply wagons,
and Lhe soldiers formed llne of oattle on the south s:de
of the Txens River. ‘
| The Federals met the Virginians in for¢e énd'began'té;
Vadvan¢e toward the wéiting Confe&erates, ,The;$outhernersﬂﬁ
: could see‘thé_Federa}s' héads bdbbing up andjdown in the -
»corn, With them rodé a lcne céValrymén. Mlnutes later, a?1

shot rang out and the cavalryman fell from the saddle.

1Loehrg First Virginia, 40-41; Edward C “Barnes to
mothe*, Feb, 9, 1864, Barnes uss .
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Shortly thereafter, Capt. Popham of the 7fh Virg;nia and
another soldier rode into.thé lines on an old plow horse
and a mule. One of the two men had shot the Yankee,®

The rest of Februaryyz‘paSSed without incident. The
troops went to sleep but were roused at_3:00 a, m. and told
to be ready to attack the Federal lines atvdaybreak. Dawn
came slowly, or so the soldiers felt. The mofning passed |
info afternoon; still no order came for an attack. Hany
men wondered what was causing the delay, and some con- -
cluded that New Berne must have been too well defended for:
an attack to Succeed.3 v

Shorfly after midnight on February 3, theibrigaﬁé
stole silenfly away from its lines around New Berne. The;
men marched all night "over roads badly cut up and very |
awampy.” Once, as the troops passed through a turpentine
crchard, tﬁey set‘fire to the trees and by this light
‘avoided many sloughs. On the retreat the Coﬁfederates
came upon é block%house fort defended.by a small Federal
garrison. These Pederals soon surrendered to the 18th
and 30th Virginia. ‘Not only genuineiFedéralS;_but several 

members of a unit composed of Confederate deserters, fell

“Ibid.

BEQQQQ, Johnston, Confederate Boy, 237.
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into the Southerners hands. These captured déserters;
formlng the 2nd Loyal North Carollna reglment. were trled,'
convicted and hanged.4
This.raid was not a total loss. Pickéttvfaiied to
) cap‘tufe New Berne, but the troops did c_apturé;_great quar.i- -
tities of'much~needed supplies. A;great'furof arose over
the executlon by Pickett of the uonfederate deserters, but
thLS had no permanent effect on the treatment of prisoners
of either side., General Pickett blamed the fallure to
capture New Berne oanrigo Gen. Seth M,vBartoh,‘who was
to have attacked the town from the rear. Bartdn,failed to:
- launch his attack because of strong forts and a deep creek
on his front that he felt would have made the effort too
costly. In any event, New Berne_rémained in Union hands.
Even more ominously, the brigade suffered seVeral
deseftioms_while at New Berne. Union Brig. Gen. I, N.

‘Palmer listed men from the 1lth and 24th Virginia

u101d Harrlson, Pickett's Men, 114-15; Loehr, First -

Virginia, 41 "W. P, Derby mentioned the horror felt by the
- Union troops when these ex-Confederates were executed, but

gtated that the Federals knew that the executions were

justified by the rules of war., W. P. Derby, Bearing Arms
~in the 27th Massachusetts Regiment of Volunteer Infantry
During the Civil War 1861-65. (Boston, 1883), 235,
Hereafter cited as Derby, Bearing Arms.
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'regiments who, he stated, "ap?ear to be too Weil satisfiéd
to get in here /“the Union lines_7/."? |

On‘February 7, Tthe brigade bivouacked néaeroldsbdro;
Here, eight &éys later, the brigade formed in an dpen »
square to witness the execution of another déﬂerter.
Private Pevton, Company B of the 7th Virginia, was under
dedth sentence-for desertion.  On the mornlng of Eebruary 15
a wagon with a coffin in it pulled up to the guardhouse.
Peyton had not believed he would actually be shqt,-but at
this sight his jaunty spirit fled him. The soldier mounted
the wagon and sat on his coffin for the ride to the place |
of executlon.‘ Here the brigade formed in the_pfeséribed
‘.manner and the flrlnf squad took its place. 'Thé band
played a "dead march” and Pvt. Peyton was tieé,td a wooden -
stake, The regimental ordnance sergeant issued_the firing .
bsquad's rifles. Only_half of the guns héd bﬁilets in them} 
In this way, no man could tell if he had fired a fatal |
shot. A ragged volley rang out, and Pvit. William Peyton

of Rappahanock Couﬂty fell d,eada6

)Farrlson, Pickett's Men, 113-15; Edward C. Barnes to
mother, Feb. 9, 186k, Barnes MSS; Official Records, XXXIII,
5456, 92,

: Cuohnston, Confederate Boy, 239-40: Loehr, First
Virginia, 41; Service Records, Roll b60
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By February 22, the brigade had marched back to
Kinston; Six days iater,‘the_troops_moved;to the south

 side of fhe NeUse‘River and made campg On'MafCh 4, the

- brlgade boarded cars for a rlde to Wllmlngton on the

North Caro11na coact and arrlved there on the evenlng of‘
~ the next day. On March 6, the brlgade marched through
Wllmlngton to the whdrf, where they boarded shlps for a
ride t0 some unknown place. Later in the day, the troops'
- were surorlsed to flnd thelr Shlp at Smlthfleld at the
mouth of the Cane Fear RlVer.' The men - made a comfortable;f
camp one mlle below the town and settled down for a lonb
' scay. Troops accustomed to hardtack and fat bacon now

*feaétéd on crabs and oysterse If a soldler was com= |

‘Dletely w*thout something to do, he could go to the sand‘f"

duneb and watch the blockade runners ‘elude thelr adver~
sarlew, Llfe was. so pleasant that the soldlers *would
have been satisfied to remain at this point fqr the rest
of thé'war.f _ | |
The 24th;Virginia was sent to garrisbanérté Caswell
and Camgbell because the soldlers of this unlt had become‘H
v"too fond of the farmer's pigs.” The men dld not remain
long at this "seaside resort.” On-March z@,sthe brigade
o embarked fCrfwilmington and thence by rail}fo Goldsboron

Ned Barnes did not know where the troops wéfefto go when -
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the move‘sfarted, but he}feéred'they would feturn4fo
"that~miseréble delapidated god«forsaken hble'Kinstbn."7

On April 1, Terry's (formerly Kemper s) brlﬁade left
Goldsboro and advanced to Tarboro. The unlt crossed the
Tar River and marched several miies south_ofpthelr.cross~f
ing point before making camp, On April 15,:Terry°s,
Hoke's and'Ransom’s briga&es, along with cavalfy and
artillery,:set out for Plymouth., This force of about-}
6,000 men arrived in front of the town two days later. The
Virginians quickly dispersed the Federal @idkets and haliéd.’
Des ultory plcket firing and artlllery exchanges las»ed |
throughout the rest of the day, but the Confederates unaer
~ Gen. hokevlnltlaied no further offen51ve acfg_lon.8
| On April 18, the brigade went into‘poéition ih‘frontj‘
of Fort Wiiliams on Warren's Neck. Here Compénies G andf‘
C of the 1lth Vifginia formed out as skirmiéhersu- These

men crossed a swamp and then got pinned down in an open

"Eaward C. Barnes to mother, Mar. 24, 1864, Barnes
#MSS; Johnston, Confederate Boy, ZHO-@l Loehr9 rqut
Vlrglnla, h2. ‘ , ) :

. hdward Co Barneo to Charlie, Apr. 30 1864 ‘Barnes
M58 Loehr, First Virginia, #42. On May 7, Kemper was de- -
tached from his brigade and given command of Virginia's
reserve forces. On May 31,,Col. Terry received promotion -
to brigadier general and commanded the brigade for the -
remainder of the war, O0Official Records, XXVI, Pt. 2, 972.
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field by musket and arfillery fire. The.mén-S£pod_thié gal-A >:
ling barrage as long as possible and then madé a dash'for  
the Southefn'lines. Many soldiérs were killed or wounded -
in this foray{ | |

‘The néxt'day, Terry’s brigade (minus the lith Virginia)’ 
along‘with Hoke's and Raﬁsom's brigades, attécked Plymouth
from the east. This assault ended in a bloody?repulse. i
On April 2@, this same force attacked again éhdlthe i.m
Federal defenders gave way. With the fall of’the forts,?
Plymouth quiékly surrendered.b Terry's brigade moved out
‘ to coVer the Washingtbn road, down which some Fédérals
were attempting to escape. The brigade sooh“sealed‘off
vthis route of éscape but came under a severé_arfillery'
fire while doing so. All of a sudden, a big.bufly.NegrO'"
soldier came déshing down the road, "the first of his
~kind we had seen.”  The soldier fairiy leaped into the
Confederate line befofe he realized his errof;j Private
Johnstoh noted the Negro was 50 scared fthat had it been
possible he would have changed his color,"”

The’fruits of the capture of Plymbuth séoﬁvbéCame as;
apparent td the privaté in the rahksvas to 5igﬁer placed
Southern strategists. General Hoké turned‘oféf the

Federal warehouses to the troops to take what they neededgf

91@}@.; See also Johnston, Confederaté_Boy, 242,
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Ragged Confederates suddenly appeared as 1f attended by the
- best clothler 1n town. Corn dodgers and bacon gavevway'to
cakes; preserves and pies. Large mirrors were broken to
pr0v1de many smaller shav1ng mirrors. Professionel equip=--
ment was not neblected as many soldlers exchanged their
worn muskets for newer Federal models., In'short, the
Confederates turned the Federal depot inside out before
they»departed,lo A | -

That eveﬁing, April 20"the'Southern‘cbiumhs startedf
'for the little settlement of Washington at the head of
Damllce sound. By Aprll 25, the brigade had passed through'
‘lJameSVLlle. On the next day, the Southerners halted in
front of Washington. The Confederates made ready to storm
the defenses_When they discovered'that_the;Yahkees had
vfledmelootihg and berning the town before they:retreated;'
GeneralvHokerQuickly aboutnfacedvand marched‘te Greenville,
where he remained until the second attempt 5egah_to eap~ i
ture New E‘ierne,l:L v v | |

On #ay 2, that attempt began. The Confederates

crossed the Neuse River twelve miles below Kinston and

pushed rapidly toward New Berne. On May_h, the brigade

101b1d,, 242~k 3y Loehr, First Vlrglnla, hh

1lbld
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croésed the”Tar'River and arrived before théif objective. 
The men halted, threw out pickets and bivouéckédrfor the‘:;i
night. | | | |  : |

The next day_the men were up early; By'daWn thelﬁri—
gade had fOrméé line of battle, with the lst Virgiﬁia out
as skirmishérs. The Confederates advanced and qulckly
forced the @urrender of one small fort, when orders ar—
rived ¢all;ng Hoke's troops back to Petersourg. 'Late thaﬁ 
evening; the brigade started away from New Be;né on what
turned out tqvbe an all-night march through}ﬁQdVand |
water . GnCé again thé'COnfederates had ébéhaoned an
. éttempt to c&pture New Berne without comiﬁg;tofgfips
with thglenemy; -

With a speed born‘of des?eration; thevVirginiaﬁs
marched and rode northward. On May 8, the‘brigade
resched Kinston, where the lst and 11%h Regiméﬁts.took
the train to Jarrett's Station, Va. The 7th’§nd.2bth |
'Virginia could not get on the crowded train‘and quickly
began a very rapid march to Virginia., The men marched ”
"n;gnt and day." Qcca31onally the troops halted in order
tb bridge small areekb. The men cut logs and tled then

together with vines in order to make a passable bridge»‘

12, . - . .. , e .
Loehy, Pirst Virginia, 45; Morgan, Reminiscences,

191.
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Soldiers not involved in this activity feli ééiéép’whére
they‘stqod; Finally the tfoops arrived at Jérrett's
Station, only to find the bridge over the Nottoway River
in smoking rﬁins. The  two regimeﬁts hurriedl&,marched

~ eleven more miles to Stony Creek Depbt,‘where”fhey7finally7v
boarded a train for Fetersburg_.l3 | -

The paée had been extremely rapid. Pfivafe Johnston
noted that "never before had we done such marching." The
ladies of Peteféburg welcomed the Virglinians like con-
querihg‘herées. They laid out the best food they had for. 
 the troops, and no doubt-men who had lived on hardtack |
and fat meaf were grateful for what there was.iu
On the evening of May‘12, Terry's brigadej(now»re~‘
“united) moved forward to Swift Creek on the Richmond -
Petersburg Turnpike@ Here the troops encountered Federal :
" skirmishers. A1l night the men prepared for a Federal atfﬁ
téckﬂ Eariy the next morning, the Southernérs‘found thaﬁvi
the enémy had withdrawn from their front. Quickly the
bfigade marched toward Richmond. The line of'mafch lay
between'thé.uﬁidn and Confederate lines; and as the

Virginians passed the "Halfway House," the Federals fired

1330hnston, Confederate Boy, 284-Ls5,
14

Loehr, First Virginia, 45
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upon the coluﬁna However, this fire did not develop,intol
ajgenerai aftack and the'brigade proceeded te;Drewryfs
3luff, 'Aftér a few hours at the Bluff; the meﬁ marched
over to the Brock Race Qourse near Manchester._ Here they]f
filed into a llne of earthworks to repulse an expected
Federal attack The "attack" turned out to be the result
of Jittery nerves on the part of some of Rlchmond s
mounted mllltla.ls

Late_on way 15, Terry's brigade marchedffbaa iow‘
~ hill overlqoking Kingsland Creek., ,Here‘each_man in the
7th Virginia‘received sixty'roﬁnds of ammunitiOheand was
e told to be'ﬁp:ét 2:00 the hexf morning. Promptly at the
_appointed time; the men fell into line. They dlscarded
'everyhnlnv that mlght make a n01se and then marched down e'
“ﬁhe old stage road, The column went through a field and
crossed hlngsland Creek, where the men formed llne of bat»e
tle behind Hoke s North Carollna brigade and Gen.
~Archibald Greicie'S'Alabamians_.l6 | :
Shortiy éfter Terry's men arrived, Gracieﬁs voice rang

outs - "Forwardi{" The meh frbm the Deep‘South“etepped’out -

' 151b1d¢, L6 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 246° ‘Morgan,
1ﬁemlnlscences, 194n95. v
LéJohngeon, Confederate Boy, 250-51; Morgan,
Reminiscences, 196; Loehr, First Virginia, 46 OfflClal
Records, XXKYI, Pt, 2, 212. :
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smartly to attack the Federai éartthrks. EA:fhiCK'fog
that morning cut visibility fo'bnly severalwyards,” The |
Federal skirmishérs heard the Southern Offiééfs'Acommands5:
and firediréndom shots into the'impenetrablé_White mass.
During the advance, Térry's Virginians kept.within forty
o fifty yards»of Gracie's line. As the brigadé gained'
- -the summit of a small hill, Terry haltéd'hiS"mén. Quickly
thé eneny fire became heavyvalfhough it was’sfill not very
effective because of the fog. As the bullefs'whined arouhd
their posifibn; the veterans in the 7th'Virginia began toff
lie‘doﬁn. Colonel Flowerree noticed this and!commandéd
~ the ﬁeh‘tofriSé. ,The bullets were hitting at fhé:meﬁ's v‘7
feet, and'ifjfherefore was more dangérous f§ iie down.t7
o Ahead, the attack had stalled., Some‘6f éfacié’s men
broke for:the”rear.. Gracie galloped back tdfthe line of
waiting Virginians and pleaded foriassistancé;"Withouﬁ
hesitation, Terry's men screamed the i“-l'%ez‘k:»eZL'»'){_ve_zll'}" ahd
surged forward. The 7th Virginia heldlthe7exfreme left
~of the brigade line and went fofward “through fog,'smoke, 
and leaden°hgila" Fortunately, the regimenfﬁéﬁerlappedv:‘ !
the Federﬁl right flank, Quickly the-?thbaﬁdvlst Regiménts
curled around this exposed flank and gét in:tﬁéVFédefal D

‘rear. The 1st Virginia met a volley that killed

: 17J0hnston, Confederate Boy, 252;.Morgah,'ﬁeminiscencess
"]-98: - )
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and woundéd many men., The 7th Virginia extended the lst
Regiment‘s line and curled even farther in the enemy's
rear, Geheral Cos A. Heckman saw this 1ine'bf approachf

ing Confederates and mistook them to be his'féinforceménts.
Hébkman rushed up to the 7th Virginia and ined; "Come on,
boys; we are dri#ing them back!® ‘Colonel Flowerree quicklyv
corrected Heckman as to the allegiance of the-ﬁPOOps he
had jus% greeted and demanded the surprised'general's
sword., Adjutant Parr of the regiment captured Col Lee

of the 4/th massaehusetts, along with that uzfu.‘l:’s.colox‘s.lx8
| A short lull followed the surrender of Gen; Heckman
- and a large portlop of his Massachusetts bfiga&e. Private’
Jahnsﬁdn obtained a new black felt hat that a Federal
officer had lost. | »
| Suddenly, fresh Federal trbops appeared on the 7th
Virginia's right flénk, The enemyvfired a Quiék volleys
“but because the Soutﬁerners were lying flat oh the roundg
no one was hurt., Quickly the regiment made a 7e1L wheel .
and faced»its‘assallants. In this turning movement.
however, several nen weré killed and wounded., - Other

1buohn 1onm Confederate Boy, 253-5&:‘L5ehr, First

Virginia, 47; E. F. Compton, "Drury‘'s Bluff," Confederate
Veteran, XII (1904), 123, Hereafter cited as C, V,; Derby,
Bearing Arms, 250. General Heckman stated in his report of
the battle that "five times, encouraged and rallied by

their officers, that magnificent rebel 1nfantry advanced
to the attack."” Ibid.,
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Confederate %foops finallyvtook the attacking'Federals-in
a flank attack and the enemy retreated in confusion.
This brief-assaﬂit ended the day's action ervthe 7th
VlPTlﬂlJulg » | N
The northern Virginia regiment-sufféréd'féw'caSual—
ties compared to the other unité in the briga@e. Only 2
men Were xilled and 37 wounded in fhe battle of Drewry‘s_v
Bluff., The felatively light cas@alties in thé'7th and 1st
Virginia regiments can be attrib@ted to the_fﬁct that they
wefe able to outflank the Federal line. Thds_these two
units did ﬁot.have to make the frontal,attack_ihat-cost
the‘llth andizﬂth Regiments so heavily. vTérfy?s brigade
captured féur fegimental colors and 400 prisoners at
 Drewry's Bl f, General Robert Ransem, commaﬁding the
divis 1on, gave special notice to Terry’ s and Gracxe s

men for their tenacious attacks during the battleq?c

The -
men who made Pickett’s Charge had not losf‘tﬁeir nerve or}i
efficiency. Déspite,the shattering blow the brigade re-
~ceived in 1863, the Virgimians fushed into this 1864 bat+ 
tle with the'vigor of men who still had hope for their

cause,

19J0hn°ton, Confedefate Bov, 255,

_ Zolbld., 2563 Loehr, First Virginia, &7~48 Official
ec«oxdM AXAVI, Pt., 2, 213.
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'Thé troo@s'femained on the battlefield'that night
and busied-#hemselves’collecting the dead and wounded.
Barly on May 17, Terry's-brigéde'Starfed in pufsuit of the
retrea?ing Féderals. Ail that day and the»nekﬁ;vthe
. Confederatés.pushed after their enemy. On May 18, the
: brigade halted hear Howlett's House on the James,RiVer;
- where the Coﬁfederates hadvsome unfinished works. Here
a severe test awaited the men of the 7th and 1st
Regiments.21
The brigade drew up in the woods and just on the edge‘
: of»an open fleld where the eafthworks were located.
Private Johnston went forward’t0>seevif’the:W9rks'wére h
bccupiedvby the enemy. .Théy were not, ahd the 7th and lst
"~ Virginia dashed across thevopen field.b Immediately after
leaving the coveriaf the woods, the Virginians came under
- heavy artillefy fire from eleven Federal guﬁbogts on the"{j
' James, Heavy camnon flashed and screamed as tﬁe troops |
:ran.toward the protection of the works.. Amazingiyg no Onéx
was hurt during those feﬁ minutes (which séeméd like an
eternity to sbme of the trobps). Upon.reaéhing.the”unm
- finished trenches, the Confederates had to femain there
and complete the works. This they did through eleven

ZlJohnston, ConfTederate Bby; 257 .
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-,pﬁnl hlng hours of naval bombardment.v As Sgr}‘Loehr
rememberedg‘"lt was a very trylng t1me,"221. | v
| beveral men in both reglments were kllled and wounded.
the 7th Vlrglnld, Lt John W 1ulllns, a brave and pro-’
mis rn@ officer, was morcally wounded. MaJoruHoward also
recelved a serlous injury. Be81des these 6ffi¢eré,vséveral
othpr men Wéré wounded ‘ In numbers, the reglment came
tnrough with 11ght casualtles, but leaders llke Lt.
:_Mulilns were hard to replacee. On Mdy 19, tne troops w1thm5
drew from the earthworks and. blvouacked near the Clay
"ﬁou ?3,v | . |
| That evenlnb; Terry s brlgade marched toward Rlchmondq >
The next day the men paraded ThTQU5h the 01ty utreets w1th
“each reglment bearlng one of the captured flags from ‘
jvneckm an's orlgadeo The people roared out a. welcome uol
these veteran tr00p< as they bore these trophles of war.v?
E'The lst Vlrglnla was from ?lchmond, and doubtlegs many |
. man from thls unlt slipped away to steal a few mlnutes thh
.'loved ones. Thai evening a portion of the brlgade composed

"of men from the l&b, 7th,and 11th Reglments, under Maj.

'Gaorge . horrun, crossed Mayo's Brldge and marched to

221 0ehr, First Virginia, 49.

,> . o . . : ’ N . .
] ‘“?Johnston, Confederate Boy, 2573 Loehr, First
Virginia, 49. o LT
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Broad Stréét. These men boarded the tfain fpr,Milford
Station oh the Richmond, Fredericksburg and;Poﬁomac
Railroad."?hat-evening the meh’arrived at %ﬁéxsfation
and made camp. No one SQspected that on the’mgrrbw this
mall contingent Qf Terry's brigade would confront the
advance of Gfant's whole army.Zb, |
Early on ilay 21, Federal cavalry appeared in fdrce
about the station and across‘the Mattapony River. Théﬁ
Confederates, posted in and about the stafion,and houses
v in thevillages repulsed several small charges”made by
mounted troopbrs. Major Norton then ovderedfédme’seventyﬁ"
of the 11th VLTglﬂld under Capt Robert M. Mltchell to
' éross he bridge and_hold a small hill eeveral hundred
yards up from the river, After about an hour 8 fightlna,
these’g ant soldzer“ were surrounded and captured by
Federal cavalry under Gen. A. T. A, forbert, Private Tom
“Yowell of the 7th Virginia was one of thosé taken., Broughf
- before Union Gen. Winfield Hancock, Yowell spun an amazlng
story. He told his captors that Terry's brlgade was the
advance of Lee's whole army, and he furthergpggntgd out

that Lee's headquarters was only a mile away. Yowell was

,duuorﬁan, Reminiscences, 206; Loehr, Flrst Vlrglnla,
49y S, H., 3, P., XXVI (1898), 110C.
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certalnly not one to give up the fight, even though he had
only his ready wit with which to defend hlmself.25,

On seelnﬂ the Confederates on the hlll surrounded,
Adj. Parr and pbvt, Johnston threw the center planks of the
bridge into the river, "thus preventing immediate pursuit
by the Federallcavalry.". These two men, along with the
rest of the 7th Virginia, continued to act as the rear
guard as the brigade fell back towardispotsylvania Codrt
Hodseg Although the brigade_lost many men captured and
had to retreat, the men felt that their duty had been per~
formed as Well as anyone could expect. Their brave stand
possibly eliowed Gen. Lee more time to eoncehtrate fer
 the battles around Cold Harbor, 26

A1l during the night of May 21, the exhadsted troops _: L
rested anddwaited for Lee's rear guard ﬁo pass. The next'. | |
morning, Terry’'s men jolned the rear guard and marched to-

Hanover Junction, where they rejoined the fest_of the bri-

‘gade. On May 23, the brigade marched to Andersonville

25ﬁorgan, Reminiscences, 209-12. Captain Morgan was-
~captured on the hill with most of the other men from the
11th Va. Therefore, his memoirs are of no further value
to this study. Johnston, Confederate Boy, 261-63; William
mOrgan "Milford Station," C, V., XVII (1909), 319; v
S. H. S, P., XXVI (1898), 110-13; "Rostor Book la", 333.
See Official Records, XXXVI, Pt. 3, 48-50, for Hancock's
and Torbert®s reports. .

26Johnston, Confederate Boy, 261-62; Loehr, First
VlT’lnld, 50; Harrison, Pickett's lien, 127, ‘
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and dug tfeﬁchés behind Gen. A. P, Hillfstofps. The men
were under;arﬁillefy Tire While they dug théir-trenches,.
but the regiment reporfed‘no casualties., For five days
the troops watched, waited and ducked artilléry founds.'
The men stayed in reserve positions and did»no’fighting at
the North'Anﬁa River.27 | |

On May 27, the brigade took up a line of march toward
Atlee's Station. It was an all-day march made in rain and
on deeply rutted roads. That night the menléamped near the
station and tried to dry their clothes. In the evening 6f
the next day, thevbrigade moved to Mechanicsville and
camped‘three miles north of the village. On‘Méy 29,
Terry's brigade remained in. position between Hﬁhdley's
Corners and Walnut Grove Church while other ffoops of
Longstreet's Corps (temporarily under Li. Cen, R, Ho
vAnderson) skirmished with the enemy.

On the next day (May 30), the brigade:reached its
pogition on the left of Gen. Evander Law's Alabama brigadéi

28

“in the Cold Harbor trenches, The Confederates launched

R -

27 0ehr, First Virginia, 50. General Pickett took
command of his division at Hanover. This unit rejoined
Lee's army after an absence of eight months,

o . | o

, ngfficial Records, XX¥VI, Pt. 1, 1058~60. This is
the Diary of the lst Army Corps for May 7-Jdune 15, 1864,
and 1g most useful, See also Johnston, Confederate Bov,
2673, ’ ' v
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gome local.attacks with which Pickett's meﬁifried to co-
operate, but the aftempt failed. The brlvade then mOVed,vf
along with'Long street's Corps, to relleve uubal Early s
Corps, Pickett's Division covered the extremg right of
the Confederate line. 'When‘the-ﬁen of‘Terry?s brigade'ar~»
rived at their new line, they found that the.Féderal wdrks3
- curved away from fheir trenches., June 1 pasSéd in relatiﬁe
inac viiy. The‘men étrengthened-their linés, but did‘litﬁ_
tle else except duck sniper firé”i On June égfthe Uniqﬁ
attacksvbegah‘with a furious assault on units to tﬁe_right
of the 7#“‘Vif zinia that lasted until nlghtfdll. The men';
learned Dv.au “1mprov18ed telegraphy" of pa051ng the word :
from man to man that the Pederal attacks had oeen repvlsed.
On June 3,. enefaT assault by Grant's army . hlt the |
Southern tréngneg, The 7th Virginia engaged in oevere 
Skirﬁishing'but did not receive a mavéfve attack. ~As the
batt pfOﬁrefsed, Pickett's men recelved orders t0o be
ready to dS\dUlb the Federals on their front. However, uhe
soldiars knew what usually happened when 1nfantrj attacxed
an entrenched foe and were_"very well satlsfyeq when the

11 29

order was revoked.

ngohn ston, Confederate Boyg 263~6l Official Records,
AXZVI, Pts 1, 1058~69 Sergeant Loehr received a black eye
from qnilntnrq thrown out by a sniper's bullet while on
plcket duty. He stated that there was "a very lively time
on the p10x91 line." Loehr, First Virginia, 51.
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Durihg,the Cold Héfbor battles, the'7th:v1rginié did ,
. not take parﬁ‘in anybmajof action. . Of'course thevmén’had';’
to contend w:th snlper and artlllery flre whlch constantly
showered the llneg~ - However, the reglment suffered no
'césuaities; Xet life in the trenches was very.hard on -

the men. The'weather‘was terribiy hot;‘anvaV£. Johnston
noted that "thm blood, burnt powder and dead bodles pro~
duced a stenoh which cannot be descrlbed."3

| Terry brlwade remained in the Lold narbor llnes for

vten days after the battle. On June 13, the Confederateu"f
:-dlscovered that Grant S army had secretly left its trencheé
vdurlné the prev1ous night t, The Vlrgln;ans 1mmed1ately
started in»puféuit. They crossed the Chickahdminv Rivef::i
at McClellgn S brldve and halted near FrdZLer s Farm,
The men of the 7th Vlrglnla must have looked back £o that
| bloody de y two years before when they fought at this farm
dufiﬁg therPenlnsular-Campalb « The brlgade camped here _7
bfor‘three‘daySa 'On‘June'lé, ét 3300 a. m., fhe men were

~ on the march toward Port Walthall Junction. They filed

BOJOhhston, Confederate Boy, 264-65,




108
across a ?bnﬁqon bridge‘over the James'Rivervéhd turned
toward the anctidn.Bl "»

Pickett’s Division made steady progress down the
Petersburg Turnpik'eo As the head of the colqmn approachedﬁ
the junctidn,‘Federal‘rifle’fire ripped into the troops.‘x
‘Immediately,the division formed line of battié.and drove
the Federals‘from a line of entrenchments, tﬁus beginning
'the‘Battlevof Clay’s‘HOUSe. These works wéieiénes_the
Confederates had abandoned that morning invordér fq get
‘additional troops to the defense of Petersbﬁrg; The nekt
vday cppnedFWifh heavy skirmivhing. Lompany D of the 7th
'Vl rginia went oui as sklrmlshers and soon captured several 
o pr1$onersg One of these was an ngllshman who clalmed toff

have been forced into thebUhion army. While awaltlng the
order to charge, Pvt. Nobles of the lst Virginia went to -
the rear loaded with empty canteens. On his‘way’back'to  ;
his company with much needed water, a bullet passed throug h
several of the canteens., Nobles felt the water running

down his side and thought it was blood, Quickly he shouted

Jlov ricial Records, XXXVI, Pt. 1, 1058 co; S. H. 5. Psy
VII (1879,, 504, This article is the official diary of
the lst Corps for June 1-0Oct. 18. The period June 1~-13
~ils quite useful. After this date, Pickett's Division was
- detached and served in the Bermuda Hundred llnes, See
also Loehi,vﬁlrst Virginia, 51~52,
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for an aﬁbulance. A minute later, he discdvéréd his mis-
take and shéepishly returned to his cOﬁpany;?Z

Sqonvbrders to attack came to thevvaribgévregiments.
Colonel Flowerree ordered Sgt; Maj. Johnstbn'ﬁd pass along~
the line and'inform the captains of the orders. Before
many minutes passed, the Virginians chargéd-ahd capturéd
the last Uﬁionmaccupied works. The‘Federals_bn Befmuda
Hundred had_agaih been shoved back into their "corked
bottle," |

The baﬁtle at Clay's House was npt overly-costly_
for the ?th,Virginia. Pickett's men receivg@]special
commendation for their gallant conduct'in a le£tef Gen.
Lee wrote just after the battle. Shortly after this
action, Pickett's Division occupied the whole complex of
the Bermuda Hundred lines. On May 19, Terry’S brigade
moved to the right and halted at Swift Creek. Late that
- afternoon, the brigade marched back to its ofiginal posi-
tion near Howlett's Heuse; The 7+th Virginia shifted to
several different positions between June 19 and the middlé,

of July. - Finally the regiment settled "on ajpiece of high

32Johnston, Confederate Boy, 269. See also Loehr,
- First Virginia, 52, for the hilarious episode concerning
Fvt. MNobles. :
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ground" ab&ut midway betweeﬁ Howlett's Houée‘éhdewift
Creek and started ‘work to strengtnen thelir p031t10n 33 ‘

lﬁlckett & Division held the Bermuda Hundred lines frow>
July, 1864, unﬁil the final campalgn»began.€ “he»troops}
shifﬁed to varigus places from ﬁowlett's.ﬁousé:on the
JameS‘Riveﬁ to the confluence of the Appomaﬁ%gﬁ River and
C Bwift Creek; but they remained in fhe Bermudalﬂundred |
trenches, 1Thé men performed picket dﬁty,’sﬁréngthenedv
their trenches and built winter huts, Qccdéionally the
firing squad went fo work, This sad ‘duty bécame more
necessary as the campalgn lenﬁthened 34 o

The longfs hard summer'’'s campalgn showed on the ‘men 1n
~ the trench S, 1e ranks were fthin, and hungry most of the
”itlme,vand Stlll Grant's army malntalned a VLSenilke grlp,'
' Lleutendnt J. BE. Wyant of th@ 7th Vlrglnla wrote to a 1ady,
friend tvat he hoped the Federals would not stay near
Richmond for very long, for "we are almost_brpken down

by such 2 1ong and arduous camnaigne"jﬁ'

“3John ton, Cunfedcrate Boy, 272? Harrlson. Pick ett‘s,
Men, 129~ 31 .o. He S, P,p, VII (1879), 504 Loehr, First

: "juJohnston, Confederate Boy, 272; Harrisbna_Picketttg
Hen, 131; Official Records, XL, Pt. 1, 749, 755.

z _ Ny

BJJB E. Wyant to Sallie Bowles, June 27, 1864, Bowles
family Papers, University of Virginia Library. Hereafter
cited as bowles MSS, Wyant was a lieutenant in Co. I..
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The men grew despondenu sometlmes because they could
see the row1nv might of the enemy whlle they watched thelr
own regiments Shrlnk to bdttdlth or company elze. len o
 wrote home to their wives and sweeuhearto and declared how
‘mﬁch they missed themr 'They also asked forithe news of
their littié Villagé$ or hollows. In this mannér, they
 could decide for the it elves»ﬁoW*the war'effévtzfareduin
other parts of the beleaguered'Confédéra¢y;36

‘Desertiomswbegan to plague the army ih éver»increasing
numberé. Ohce the regiment lost a man, it fdtély‘obtained
a replacemeﬁt} Ned Barnes of the 11lth Vlrglnld wrote home
that it was .Vny dlfflcuLt to ﬂet recruits for the army.,&
“Soldiers used various ruses to slip away or'go_overvto
- the Union lines. John E. nast volunteered to- &0 1n+o
the Union picket line to capture a~prlsaner@' He left at
dark and never returned. The Federals called over o
the uoutherner@ the next day to say that bast had desertea.'
By degrees the Army of Northern Virginia faded-away in thls
the‘féurﬁh winter of war., Oﬁ'October 18, a young soldiér;

“a mere boy," was executed for desertion. He had gone home

36Alekander Bolton to Ann, July 17, 1864,;Bolton
Family P'xpers,a Virginia Historical Society. Hereafter
cited as Bolton M55, ~ :
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and been caught. A fifing squad put six balié'tﬁroughxhis
chest, cutiing in’haif the staké.to which ﬁejhad been
tied.37 | | | |

The spirit of some men showed clearlyfin the remarks
of A. L. Summer of the 7th Virginia. He Qverhéard someone“
read a newspaper articlevdeséribing how Lincoln‘had called
for 1,000,000 men to enter the Union army..,Sgﬁner's head ’
bowed in obvious consﬁérhaiione A comrade a$kéd him whét“.
was_thé trouble. 'Sumner;s énsWér was poignant: "Don't you
know that Abe Lincoln}ié reméleoted and hasbcélied for &
million men, and that Jeff Davis says war o the knife?
© What shall we do?"7° . W

Other men losft‘:‘hope9 but.not"%heiwill t&ifight.
Eerhaps théy just tried to make it:seem thaf way., Néd’
Bathes’reaéguréd his mother by citing Lee's ability t0
detach neﬂrly.one half of the army to Qperate:in.the
Shenahdeaﬁ vailey, Barnes a}so felt thathfaht's army
had lost so heavily in dead and wqunded "as to:obliteratév
any supposed gaiun,” 'The soldiers in the 7th ¥irginia ,

B?Johnston, Confederate Boy, 278-~80; Ed&érd C. Barnés'
to Eva, undated letter, Barnes M3S; Loehr, Pirst Virginia,:
5h, See Qfficial Records, XLVI, Pt. 2, 299, 58l; Pt, 3,
1332, for figures and statements that are quite valuable

“in looking at the problem of desertion in the later stages
of the war., : '

" ) .
3“Johnston, Confederate Boy, 280,
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.formed the Young Men S Chrlstlan As 001at10nvof Kemper s .
(Terry o) Brlgade. In the by—laws, the members pledged
Q.to dlscouraﬁe de ertwon and 1neubord1nat10n and to expel }flpd*"
any member who engaged 1n these act1v1tles.39fi7d'ib "

: The trenches on bermuda Hundred were close ‘enough- to?f  -
allow a great emount of fraternlzatlon between the blue w
- and the gray. . On the 7th Vlfglnla front was'a small |
vstfip,of webd' where men of the opposing s1des ﬂet to. exeﬁil
'>ehahgebcoffee, uobacco and newspapers, “now and then playwz

~inﬂdcafde;fv When such act1v1t1es occurred the soldlers i
= gave utrlct ﬁuaranuees of safety to uhelr opp031ng number.ev
'.Prom time to tlme an offlcer would dlscover a mlxed group ?‘
of soldlefe playnng cards or tradlng varlou artlcles. -

This would be enough to cancel the meetlngs for awhlle.;

Often genulne klndnase ex1sted beiween the two 51des.
v;_Dne days Ju £ after dark, a Unlon plcket called to hie}
e.oouihern counterpart ‘and asked 1f e would llke to come
“and flll up his haversack. The hun ry rebel asked for a

‘guarantee of oafety, whlch was given. The gray clad

3%Bdward C. Barnes to mother, Aug. 27, 1864, Barnes
MS3; Johnston, Confederate Boy, 291—92. J. Tyler Frazier,
the regimental ch&plaln, was the prlme orﬁanlzer'of thls"
aseoc1at10n, ‘ .
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urooper qulckly bounded over no-man s land; fllled hls o
sack and returned safely to the Confederate 11nes.§°f
Fravernlzatlon was not always the order of the day.  ¢ o

:On Wovember 28, Negro troops appeared in the Federal
trenches;. Sergeant Loehr noted that this "put a stop- to' 
peaoe and harmony." Loehr and about a dozen other soldlérét>
anvrlly Jumped from thelr trenches and w1th a yell,,
started for the enemy picket llne. The Negroes did not o
- heoltate but threw down thelr "guns, blankets, canteens
and almost everythlng that was not on thelr backs." The |
:Confederates plcked up all the useful artlcles they could i
 .11nd and returned to bhelr_llnes "w1thout a scratch "ul -
'Christmés,'1864, came and'brought:w;thvlt:anvatmos-_fff
~ phere of o?fimism. Promises‘df.a great Chriétmas_feast‘x f
were in the air, and many Confederates had fiéiQns 0f
“turkeys and ham.being‘set.befofe thém;‘prpééls hédfgoneJ‘;‘;
out across thersbgth for.thé people tc”dd,their'bést fOr‘f?"
the sqldiéfs»fhis Christﬁaso | | ' 
| The resﬁlt was dis app01nt1ng~—at least 1n the camp of‘
;the 7th Virginia, In a letter home, Lt. Jyant utated-

’U“Everything‘is qulte dull in camp. Not much Chrlstmas -

4o
L1

Tbid., 276.

Loehr,:FirSf Virginia, 54.
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wt-here.“‘vThé'méager'shOWingan thefmuch-vauniéafChfistméé1‘

fidiﬁnef,indiéafedAto many soidiers how despératé fhe situaf o
' tion had become . The CommlssarJ-General of Sub51stence, R
© Lucius B. Northrop, wrote that "the Army of Northern

© Virginia has for several monthsi; . .‘been‘11v1ng literally

*from hand to mou'th'."42

‘The ability of fhe Southerners to desfer theiv adm
7 versary was now becoming but a dream. The oOldle s in
}the ranks'were hungry, ragged and sustained‘by*leSS and
less hbpé.,,These war-wise veterans in thg’ranks'knew

also that the war could not last much loﬁgéf;i

, 42J,»H, Wyant to "esteemed frlend" (probably Sallie
i JowTes), Dec., 26, 1864, Bowles MSS., See Official Records,
. XLVI, Pt. 2, 1211-14, for an L. B. Northrop letter which =
'conﬂlderably 1llum1nate° the problenm of supply in the last -
days of the Confederacy. David Johnston, in Confederate
 Boy, 280-81, implied that the Christmas diriner was a suc-
. ceso.' However, it should be remembered that Johnston
wrote many years after the war. It would seem that time
had emotionalized the results of his Christmas dinner.
"Ned"” Barnes stated that the dinner was "very slim and dis=-

C appo:un”rlrfr " Hdward C. Barnes to mother, Jan, 12, 1865,
Barnes uu..u‘. . . .




. CHAPTER V

HOPE FADES

The opening'days of'l865 wefe no differéﬁt‘than the
closing days of the year just'cohcluded~5mudhit0 the rag;;"
ged Confederate.soldier”s chagrin. Thére»was‘nb more food:
than there had}been befdre, of_clé%hing or'hbpeo Soldiers
who had Fought and starved for months, if not years, prev'
pared to do bQ a llttle while longer. ‘ |

On January 8, the brlgade mOVed from Sw1ft Greak to: ai
position near Howlett s HOerg where wood for flres was o
more plentliul Here the troops of the 7th Vlrglnla bu1lti
"rude'vhacka of timber and earth" whlch served to give
shelter from pelting rain and w;mde The winter weather
,.was at its worst. Ned Barnes wrotevhome that it rained
 ‘and sleeted continually and that the soldiéré Wérei“up
to our tails in mud."1

Rations for the Southerﬁ trodps.were hérdly worthy
of thevname,7~The standard dailyvissué'per ﬁéﬁ]was'four.

| iQohnsfoh, Confederate Boy, 299 Loehr. E&;§§_ o
Virginia, 543 Edward C, Barnes to Charlie, Jan. 21, 1865,
Barnes WSS, At the time of this move, Col. Flowerree was

in temporary command of Terry S brlgade. fo1c1al
Racordb, XLVI” Pt, 2, 1020. : o

116



117

~3'ounces of bacon and one plnt of coarse corn%meal?-an
amount whlch scarcely made more than a snack tWLce a day;v?
The soldlere remalned Just thls s1de of starvatlon by thei
occa51onal 1seue of "a llttle sugar, rlce, beans or peas.f
Many men trled to engage in games to glve them exer01se‘vf
and good appetltes. The latter was hardly needed as
"ordlnarlly we were ready to eat anythlng we could get." ;
'Sergeant Magor Johngton went 1nto Rlchmond late in

} January and found bread selllng for $2 00 per small loaf,_

~;_30ea for $12 00 a pound and a gold dollar worth $60 00

in Confederate moneynz,‘

ID earl\ February, peace talks between Northern and
bouthern commlseloners at Hampton Roads falled to achleve N

any results. Thlo was a great dlsapp01ntment to the sol-_

dlers3 who saw nothlng left "short of a bltter flﬁht to .

the end." Memberq of the 1st Vlrglnla passed several renx,

| uolutlons +o fight the war to the flnlsh, Among these

-,prcposals were pleas to enroll Negro troops and a motlon

hailing Robert E. vLee as the new general-lnwchlef of the =
: uonfederate armles.B"Some soldlers had no confldence 1n

ZJohnston, Confederate Boy, 299, 301, Ned Barnes L
wrote that "nothing abounds abundantly here in the lines"--
no doubt an accurate appraisal of the ration situation in
the Confederate army. Edward C. Barnes to mather, Jan, 21y
1865, Barnes MNSS. o o ' :

. 3Loehr9 Flrst Virginia, 553 Johnston, Confederate
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peace talks. Alexander Bolton stated t0>hié‘$iStér that
most of the men felt the talks would not "come to
'" anything."u‘ | | .

While on the line near Howletf‘s HOusé;;én uhfortunaté
incident occurred in the 7th Virginia. Thréévmen, Ao Jo
Thompson, Harry Snidow and J. C. Hughes, were convicted of
insubordination and encouragihg a mutiny. ‘Sergeantimajor
Johnsfcn feit that the whble affair had been caﬁsed by mié;
information and misunderstanding--all three had served |
throughout the war with considerable distinction. Nevertﬁé—
~ less, the men were sentenced to be shoto5 | |

On Pebruary 24 ‘Terry's brigade moved back to left
Creek on the right on the Bermuda ﬂundred.llnes. Corse’ 5; 
brigade relieved Terry's men and then Terry réiieved Cox'ég
brigaae at Swift Creek. Now Pickett's Division alone held
the Bermuda Hundred trenches. The Soldier?s;routine did
notAchange‘with this change of canp. Drill,-standing,guara
’and picket duty occupied the men“s days at Swift Creek |
, General W. N, Pendleton, chlef of artlllery. spoke to the

uﬂlexander Bolton to his 51ster, Jano»zé 1865, bolton

SS; Johnston, Confederate Boy, 201; Loehr,’ Flrst Vlrglnla,"

55, Ned Barnes was not so sure the South needed to draft
legroes into the army, and he further stated that most of
the soldiers shared his view. Edward C. Barnes to mother.ﬁ‘

- Jan., 12, 1865, Barnes MSS,

} 5Johns‘cona Confederate BOY, 303 -0k, The approval from
Lee never came and the men escaped from prlson when
- Richmond f@ll in April. . S
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brigade at ihls cdmp “and urged them to prepare them~"
selveo mentally and phy51cally for the sprlng campalgn.6
On march 5, Gen. dllllam Mahone s lel 1on relleved
Plckett s men at Bermuda Hundred. The tattered gray le-
gions prepdred for active service at the fleld one last
time.» Terry‘s brigade marched io Chester Stétidn, where, e
for two days, the men bivouacked in a bold.réin; The |
next day, Merch 8, Gen., Pickett staged a grand'feview of
his whole di&ision. Musket barrels gleamed 1n the sun- |
light and the buttops on ragged unlforms shone deflantly, )
- but pltlfully few men stood inspection that day. Durlng !
the w1nter, tne lelSlon had been recrulted to 5 000 »
‘1effect1ves' but because of 31ckness, desertlons and
losses in sklrmlshes, the unlt numbered barely & 000 men ﬁ’
on the day‘of the‘revlew, During March 9-;8,‘P;ckett s
Div%sion lost 512 soldiefs thrd&gh desertion;. Of this
astoundlng number, Terry's brlgade contrlbuted but forty;( -
By march lO the. brigade had marched through Rlchmond;
from ( hester Statlon and had taken a p031tlon in the 01ty s

'_Quter defenses near Brock Road. In the next two days, the

60ff101a1 Records, XLVI, Pt. 2, 722 Loehr, Flrst
Jlrwznla, 57 dohnetong Confederate Boy, 304

7ﬂarrlson, Pickett's Men, 131; Loehr, Flrst Vlrglnla,'b
57 Offlclal Records, XLv1i, Pt. 3, 1332. '
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soldlers marched and counter-marehed between thls p01nt
- and Nlne Mlle Road. During March lh 23, the brlgade trled

to 1ntercept Gen. Philip H. gherldan s Federal cavalry

N raid on Rlchmond On March 19, Longstreet ordered Blckett

; to place hlS lelSlon in the outer works between the Charles
i-Cluy Road and Nine Mile Road., While in this p051tlon, thEg
. gsoldiers took time out from chasing bherldan to vote for

- county delegates to the state leglslature, Colonel

- Flowerree duly certified the voting'returns.fpr the 7th

Virginia and’the‘regiment réturned Lo the déadiy businéés H

?of war., It wao the greatest folly to send 1nfantry out  '1

:ﬁto chase mounted ralders° ‘but to such narrow marglns of ﬁen

fdnd tlme had the Confederacy been reduced. On March 25,

weary soldlers stumbled into Dunlop S Statlon, where they

"made camp for the next four days.8

4 On March 09, the brigades of Steuart, Corse, and
‘Terry mdrched,to the Appomattox River and crossed on pon— §

toons about five miles above Petersburg, Hef¢ most of thefv

troops boarded railroad cars for a ride to Sufherland's I

Tavernov Unfortuﬂately, the cars fllled before “the 1st and

7th Regiments could find a place to ride, The dlsappOLnted

men ended dp walking, "as was our usual luckg” all the way

: 8uoehr, First Virginia, 57-58; Service Rééoras,'ROll':
- bs6, See also Official Records, XLVI, Pt. 39 1325s for
~Longstreet's orders 1o Pickett.
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té the Tavern. That nlght the tlred soldlers halted
near a tavern 6n Cox Road 1n a cold drlzzllng ra1n.9

~ The next mornlng the troops marched ooward Five Forks. .

Wnen the brlgade abproached Hatcher s Run, the zuth and llth |
: Virginia moved forward to force the Federals back from the
| creek., Thl° was done and the troops startnd-across the
TUun, Au 1erry s brigade advanced on Flve Forks, the lst
and 7th Virginia advanced to clear Yankee cavalry skir-
mishers lrom‘the crossroads., The Vlrglnlanslmoved out'
"in héndsome'style" and, in a swift sharpvatféCR;.dfbve
the Federals from their position.. The men theﬁ.fell back -
to the Forksvénd lay down "under.a pelting faih" to try
to get a good nléht 8 rest.io | |

On Lhe mornlna of March 31, Plckett s men moved ag~'f 

Zy ESSlV@ly and attacked the Federal lines. ,TQ do thls,_ o
the Confederates first had to cross Chamberlayne’s Creek,?;
As thé brigade forced a passégevover this.small ¢reek;-
the 3rd Virginia lost heavily in killed and wounded; A11

day the Vlrflnlans steadily pushed back the dlsmounueu

o 9Loehry First Virginia, 58;.Harrison,vPickett's Men, -
1350 ‘ ) : E .

lOLoehr, First Virginia, 58; Johnston, Con;ederate
Boy, 309-10; Armistead C. Gordon, demories and Memorials
of William Gordon licCabe, (Richmond, 1925), I, 163;

S, He S, P., XXXV (1907), 358.
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, cavalry of Sherldan 8- forces,_ The Southerners advanced un-t*
til one last charge near dark brought them to w1th1n a o
' mlle of Dandele Court House,- Here the Confederates took »
prlsoners belonglng to Gen. G K. Warren s Flfth Corps. |
- Pickett qulckly dec1ded to fall back- and, about leO a. m.
~on Aprll 1, he-retreated to- Flve Forks. Durlng the day s
action, Gen. Terry's horse ‘was kllled and fell on- the |
general“s legg As a result of thls 1n3ury,'Terry re-~
lquulshed command temporarlly to Col. Joseph hayo of the
) 3rd Vlrglnla.li | \ |
Terry's men retlred to Flve Forks and 1mmed1ately be-r
gan to throw up earthworks along Whlte Oak Road and per-:;'
: pendlcular to Ford Road° The soldlers cut down plne trees,
dug urenchee and threw out plcket The brlgade held the
- extreme r:bht of the Confederate infantry llne. Off to'x
.uhe men s rlpht, Gen, W, H F Lee <] cavalry watched forv
Ilanﬁ attacks., Terry s brlgade_had been heav1ly engaged‘e
on the previous"day andvbyvhdwfnumbered no mere theh'8obuh'

| muskets;12'3

o 11Harrlson, Plckett s Men,_lB? 38 Johnston, e e
Confederate Boy, 310-11; Loehr, First Virginia, 58. During
the day's flghtlné, J. P. Perrin, who did not see any fun

" in soldiering back in 1861 and did not ‘propose to re-enlist,
wds8mortally weundeda Ib;dc, Off1c1al Records9 XLVI, Pt. l,
1298~1305

12,

“Jrrleon, }1ckett S Men, 138 -39,
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"April:l devned with the’threat of afheevy:attack ih<;
‘the air. fore the day was much older, Plckett rode off -
to attend a shad bake and. left his 1nfantry llne unat- d
telded. mhe elgns of an 1mpend1ng attack multlplled rap1d~b
ly as;the day progressed. Sparadlc»plcket flr;ng and the -
rumble'of}aﬁproachingimasses‘of'men.alarmeddsome.reglﬁentdl_
officers, Yet Pickett was not to be_found(e'i‘
Suddenly, individual soldiers rushed'iﬁtddfhe maih'

llnec and yelled that most of the plckets had been cap-if
. tured, Volleys of mus ketry qulckly crashed along the: llnev
as ¢ urprlsed ooatherners repulsed the flrst Federal charge.
The_Yan&ees nad attacked the weak orlgades on the :
dACoﬁfederate left,buf;had been repul ed, hortly thereéfier,'

‘andthervweve of'Fedefals rolled in on the left flank of
~ brig. Geﬂn liat Ransam”cw men. These Con;edereteSelell oaek

'n confusion, Terry’s brieade, farther to the right, fulled

"owt of line and nounterattacked the Federals w1th savage'

t,detecmlnatlor. The 7tn Virginia eharged‘oyer Ransom 5
prone treopoland momentarily forced the enémyvback. Yet'lf
_1 s'amnunltlon was Soon expended, and the 7tn fouﬁht the -
ederdls in nand—uo~hand combat,vvmen rolled on the grodnd
and pounded each other with their flSts. Thefunequal‘ »

struggle could have but one outcome., Finally the
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Confédefaté'survivors of the~gallant brigadéhféll back»dh
Corse S reldtlvely fresh troops. There were Just not
enouﬁh of vthem to stop the Yankees.13

The Coniede“ates kept the Federals from overrunnlng .

- thlo last llne until darkness fell. Colonel Flowerree

pulled the reglment back to the forks of the road, where‘\
the very confus ed uonfederate llne was taklng shape,’ The;
Federals tr1ed one last attack to capture thls Southern

| remnanb The ooutherners sent a destructlve velley 1nto J‘
" the enemJ 8 raﬁﬁa which sent Lhe Federals recmllng° As'ﬁ;.
'f_qulckly as pos°1ble after thls, the exhausted Southernersﬂf
iw1thdrew frcm Five Forks, Colonel Flowerree, belng un-.

-~ familiar w1th the country, told hlS reglment:. "Now,
7'boys, in marchlng away follow that moon."14

The casualtles in Terry s brlgade at Flve Forks weref1

~heavy. Most of the 11lth and zbth_Reg;ments were capturedﬂ‘

_ lBIbld,, &hﬁ, Loehr, First Virginia, 59-60; Johnston,
'Confederate Boy, 312 13. o - S

1“dohnston, Confederate Boy, 313»16 Harrlson, .
Pickett's Men, 147; Loehr, First Virginia, 61, Loehr was
captured at Five Forks. See also Official Records, XLVI,
Pt. 1, 1298-1305, for the report of Maao Gen. Fltzhugh Lee,
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. during the battle. The lst, 3rd and 7th Vlrvlnla all had
o heavy casualtles, but escaped large-scale cap»ures.lB_.
| The Federals had driven the remnant of Plckett s, d1v1~
" sion "back on ‘the White Oak Road" and separated ‘him from

‘ the right flank of the main army.: Late in the nlvht of
CApril 1, Gen. Plckett collected the remnants of his
= shattered lelSlon and started for hxeter Mllls on the
AiﬁppOmattOY Rlver, Here he learned that the Petersburg
El&nes hdd'beeh abandoned, Pickett then 301ned Longstreet s
:»gretr@dtlng ommand and began the march to Amella Court |
‘{?Fouse.;é } o | = |
| Early on- the mornlng of Aprll 2, the 7th Vlrglnla
1‘mafched away from 1ts camp near the South Sidg,Rallroad -
| and otarted for Amelia Court douse= " While dﬁ‘the march, f:
;;the men of the regiment heard with much sorrow that A P'Ef
Hill, their old ‘brigade commander, had been kllled at

"Lezexsburg.v Later that afternoon, the reg1men+’s redr

’f’guard ﬁkirmlshea with some Federal cavalry;'but otherwise,

15Johnscon, Confederate Boy, 316. Johnston stated that
Co. D lost only six men in the fighting, but that the over-
all regimental loss was "severe." These are the only casu-
o alty figures available for the regiment. Ibld», 318, bee
:‘dioo Official Records, XLVI, Pt. 3, 1371, for R. E. Lee’ s
~ initial report on the battle at Five Forks. ‘ e

16Harrlson, Pickett's Men, 148~50, Ibld.. 142~ 51,

~ contains Pickett's oificial report of the battle of Flve
 Forks. See also Off1c1a1 Records, XLVI, Pt 3. 1371. -
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it}was a. ddy of hard marchlng and extreme hunger,_ The’b'fJ'
gddc passed tnrough Deep Creek and camped a short dlstancef
from the v1llaﬁe,v here Lhe men recelved a very‘“ecanty
supply Of ratlons"m tﬂe erst food issued to the reg lment )
1n~four aays.- During the night, Aagutant Harrlson Jolned
the uLVlblON w1tn about 250 other surv1vors of Flve Forks.17 ,
The Troops took up the llne of retreat early the next |
morning., Befor +he men hdd gone far, word passed down the
column thdt Rxchmond had been surrendered and partlally
oufned. *mauy ‘soldiers were dlsheartened by thlu news,
“but most of the men "contlnued to press on 1n sullen
cetcrﬂlnatlcn,”lg' | | |
| CAll dlone the route, Federals stung the retreatln
’Coniederates‘unmerclfullya General Grant dld Pot 1ntend
that the wounded Army'df Northern.V1rgln1a-wQuld be al-
.loweu to rest and strike back. ‘Federai cavelrymen wéfe
"on the fTapk, and everywhereg” forCLng the exhdusted
'iuéltlves to form line of battle tlme and. agaln to drlveh:
off their tormentore. The starv1ng troops leved on parched
corn if bney had time. to parch it; otherw1se, they shelled

it from the cob and- ate it raw. The brlgdde reached

17uchmeton, Lonfederate boy, 3235 HarrxSOn, Pickett's
YMen, 153. : , ST ‘ :
18,

Harrlsmn, PLCﬁett s Men, 133
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Amella Court House on Aprll 4 and contlnued westward that'v
afternoon;r Between this time and Aprll 6, the men rested
19 ' ‘
At daylléht on April 6, the ragged soldlers arrlved
at Sayler's Creek after an exhaustlng allnnlgnt,tramp.
Federal.caValry increased their‘attacké‘on ﬁné}slawfmoVingjf

Confederate column and forced Pickelt's and EWéllfé troops

to form llnc of battle to guard the rear. Genéral Williami"'

uahone s lelSlon kept moving and created a. vap of about -
a mile between the rear of hls column and the remnants .
- of the Plckett-nwell forces. Qulckly Federal-cavalrymen“:‘_
thrust into thls gap and captured Huger ] artlllery bat~ -
talion., The ”th Vlrglnla ‘hurried dcross Sayler s Creek
to rencapture the guns but only succeeded 1n,reetak1ng v'
several disabled pieces. The final adfionfofnﬁhe“7£h ﬁf7f7
3 Virginia was at handgzo ‘ LU |
Terry's brigade formed iinéaof”battle andfaananéed‘bff
against the retreating Federal 6avalrymen;iﬁfhe soldiersn:n
moved through an open field to the top. of a small hlll. :
Here the brlgade halﬁed and the men tore down a rall Penc@f'
to mdke breastwoxkon Suddenly the Vlrglnlans observed a -

19Johnstdn, Confederate»Boy,‘324-25.
20

Ibid., 326. 3See also Harrison, Pickettﬁs_men, 155..
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squadron of Federal cavalry in hot pursuit:ofgqen{'Pickett 
and some'members of his staff., The Union tfooﬁers-im-' B
prudently pasaed too near to the reglment s llne, a vclley
- from the bputherner "emptled every saddle.ﬂ Shortly after‘
this incidént,‘the‘Federals‘began to advancé up the hlll
to attack the waiting COnfederates. | B

General Terry ordered the men to hold thelr flre untll
B they could see the whites of Yankee eyes. As the Federals
steadily came up the hill, they fllled the air w;th a hall
of lead from their repeatlng rlflesa ouddenly the' |
‘Southerners heard a scuffle behind ‘them. ;urn;ng tneirki,
heads,,fhe Vifginiahs found Federal caValry ggiiopiﬁgfto%f
ward thém.IFOne bluenélad trooper*grabhédvthév?égimentalf Q'
colors and demanded that Color Bearer Torbettféurfendérg'ﬁ
Just at this moment, someénevoﬁ the infantryviihe screamédi‘
out a command o fire. Part of the 7th Regiment sent a
. volley into the;Fedéral infantrymen Qh their fronf and théb
“fightinﬂ immediately became hand-to—hand;  Clubbed muckets,.
Vbayonetu dﬁd sabers dealt death in every ﬁlrectlonn Theff
’ﬁrenanderance of Fedefal numbers dlcta ed qu one outcohe.v'

Within ten mlnuﬁea the struggle ended. Nearly all of
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l,the gallént.?fh’Virginia marched ¢ut'under éé&élry guard i;
as priédnefc of war, 21 | i};  ”
The uanfederates marched 1nto a clearlng surrounded by:>"
théir Captoro.: Some men cried-~others carsed, but most of
the exhausted soldlers fell to the ground and: went sourqu
o sleep. These troops had not had a full meal in four
days and, ekcept‘for a»very brief halt on Aprll 5, not
| one hour of sleep. ?ictoridus Fedérals'tﬁokﬁaé souvénirslil
hats and boots from those Southerners who had any to re- |
. ;1nqu19h. COTOnel Flowerree lost a new hat and palr of

" boots td thebe prlze hunters._ On the other hdnd, many f ;

generous Federals ohared their ratlons w1th the half-

siarved bonfederateb.zz

Cn the next day, the march’ *nto capt1v1ty bevan,-~

About noon on’ Apr;l 7, the Vlrglnlans took up the line of

. e Johnston, Confederate Boy, 32629, Company D took
- twe officers and sixteen enlisted men into this final strugw
gle. Taking this as an average strength per company, and -
multlplylng it by the nine companies in the regiment, the
- 7th Va. had appfox1mately 162 men present., Johnston also -
- estimated Terry's brigade at not over 500 men. Ibid., '
- 330, See also Service Records, Roll 456 ‘

22Johnston, vonfederate Boy, 332~33,v;The history of

the 7th Va. as a military unit did not end with its cap-
~ ture in battle. The enlisted men went as a unit to Point
. Lookout, Md., and entered the Federal prisoner of war.

stockade there, All commissioned officers were impri-
. soned at Johnson's Island, Ohio. Colonel Flowerree ar-
rived at Johnson's Island on April 17, and remained there
for over three months. Service Records, Roll. 456,
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- march that all knew would take them to a Federal prlsone_
blnce thelr surrender on the prev1ous day, the men had not
eaten a full.meal.‘ Nedr dark the column of prisoners |
. passed a herd.of cattle belng drlven up for use by the
'Federal army, Several'of these cattle were slaughtered,
:l,and the'SOutherﬁers received meat which they ate "blood
raw,»without.éaltn" On April 13, the captive regiment |
reached~Pétefébﬁrge Here the Federals issuedi"a bountiful
'supply of foodg" but many of the men had become too sxck -
‘tq eat. ”he prlsoners were feeble because of the lcng
march. 1oreover, dysentery was much in ev1dence.  That ‘
'f'nlgAt the men marched to City Point, where they stood all‘
“'nlght in the raln° There was no dry place in the stockade:
- for even ﬁhe'sick to take shelter. o | :
On Aprilblu;vthe prisoners embarked on‘Steamefs forifb
Mafyland.' The next morninggbas‘the ships aﬁchoréd off N
Poiht Léokquf; the men firsf heard of PreSidenf Liﬁcoln'sx
assasinatibn. The Southerners greatly regretted this act
and “"spoke of hlm in the tenderest terms "
As the prlsoners entered the stockade walls, the»

y_Federdlg searched every man and relleVed hlm of any valuwv7
.'ables he mlgnt possess, The Southerners were divided 1nto;

fgmess groups of eight to ten men, with each group under the
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B groups occupled a tent de81gned to house only flVe men.

At P01nt Lookout the soldlers taken at &ayler s Creek

}(found other comrades who had been captured earller.e Such
1add1tlone ralsed the number Qf prlsoners»fromeCQmpany_D%['
to twenty men. o e

Ratlons in the prlson were scanty at best.,.The dallye
issue was elght ounces of loaf bread, a Very thln plece of"
' salt pork or bacon, and a plnt cup of bean soup lacklng
 beans._ On thle dlet Pvt Johnston lost thlrty-elght
:vpounds before hls release at the ena of dune,: Many
:eConfederates, already weakened by a w1nter of near starva*e
- t1on, dled durlng the reTatlvely short:stay»ln prlaon.“'ﬁf
” Jo epnus buthern of Company D was one such soldler who‘
B perl hed becaase of a lack of adequate care. | )

- Near the second week in June9 the Federals began the
dlscnerge of Confederate prlsonere, When authorltles
announced that *he paroles would be handlede;n‘alpha--

betical order, it seemed to ell abpearanceéethet half

, 'tne prlsonero hed names beg1nn1ng with the letter A “

The Daroles proceeded slowly, and many soldlers.assumedv
- .names beginning with earlief letters in the alphabet in

order to get out sooner. Thus, by the end of June, the
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men in the regiment had reééived1their'parqleé ahd started’-’
on the long walk home,23 The 7th Virginia Infantry lived

now only in memory.

53Johnston, Confederate;Boy, 337-b2,



CHAPTER VI.
EPILOGUE

When the writer began the history of thiSFConfederaté 
infantry regiment, the éubject was totally ﬁnkhowh.
, Reéearch iﬁtc,available historiéal data has brought the
7th Virginia as vividly to life as is possib;e;vahe over--
allrpicture that results leads to several cﬁnclusions. |
| The ?th‘Virginia was a'solid,'dependable;vcdmbat
ifregiment, This fact s&ys.Something‘about the‘men who comwf
 posed the unit. They did not fight specificaliy:for ‘
slavery; witness the 1865 resolutions calling for the
enlistment of Negro soldiers into the anfederate rénks.1 f'
The Southern soldier fought this War'to preééfve-fhat
small corner of the South that he called home. They
fought in defense 6f a way of life that they felt was
'liferally threatened with extinction by Northefn_fanatics;'
| ‘This very feeling of fighting for home and.familyb
' was vital in maintaining the spirit of the'Confederate
- soldiers., This explains ih part fﬁe fanatiéal resistence =
of half-gtarved and ragged men who followed-5Marse Robert““:
1Johﬁéton, Confederate Boy, 283. Johhéfoh stated that
the troops would see slavery abolished if it would help

- bring independence to the Confederacy. See also Loehr,
First Virginia, 55. o
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e?eniwhenbhsbe was'gohé. ‘The 7th‘Virgihiagsﬂsbidiers:caméA
Iargely frdm'rural bsckgrounds, They were 1nd1v1duals in .
a lonely universe and accustomed to taklng care of them-,-'
selves., Many.were already prof101ent in the;use of flr&—v,
arms when the war began., |

The men in the 7th Vlrglnla were by no means all
heroces., The revlment had its share of sxulkers, deadbeats
’dnd deserters. Tho oldlers got drunk 1f llquor was avall-
able and cursed their officers for throw1ng them into the
guardhouse. Men straggled durlng a march to see what
) pleasureS»the country51de had to offer. Desplte thelr weak«
.’neSoPS in dlSClpllne, the reglment anassed an env1able |
',record as a combat unit,. It did not lack for nen of
courage and intelligence who were dedlcated.to‘the
Confedérate caﬁse. For an eyample of sheer raw coura e
in non;veteran’troops, the conduct of the unit at
Fra ZLer'ﬂArarm nust stand unsurpassed. In 1863, as a
veteran reglment whose men recognlzed a pos1tlon of strength,
the 7th Virginia charged unflinchingly Cemetery Hill at
Gettysburg, When the regiment broke and f}gqg%nvd;sorder,;v o
as at Antisiém, it was because of the weighfvsf over-
| whelming ﬁumbers of the enemy.

The OleCQrS of the regiment were. brave and diligent -

soldiers, All three of the men who commanded the unlt werev
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cited °everal tlmes for Dallantry on the fleld of battle.;
Colonels Patton and Flowerree and Brig. Gen. Kemper, a
former colonel of the reglment, all served the Confederate
cause with distinction.

In conclusion, the 7th Virginia's war record is one
_ that can stand with the best. This writer has discovered
no overt or covert criticism of the unit in ahy of the
materials consulted for this study. The sol@iers weré
»average men who tookvup arms in defense of their homeland{
They Iought, otarved, ldughed and cried thelr way »hrouﬂhif
Aour_Jears}of war, Tney did so with honor "and the “

conseiousnessﬂof duty xalthfully performe_d.,"2

Zﬁamtles and Leaders, iV, 747, This 01Ves the origi--
nal text of Lee's farewell address to the Army of '
Northern Virginia,



- BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAth

, In any blbllographlcal essay on a ClVll War regl—_
mebt, several p01nts must be kept in mlndﬂ Flrst, no- one
writer can o]alm to produce a deflnltlve hlstory of a
feglmgnt. Important new sources of 1nformat10n are dis-

‘ covered‘yearly. Diaries, letters and other such materlall
still lie unseén in oid trunks. around the country. Oniy f,
v’time ahd»gQOdtfoftune can bring this treasure.to”tﬁe 
 attention of later réSearchéré. ‘This writef‘can 6nly
!clalm thaL He 1nvest1gated all loglcal sources that per~ -
taln to the ?th Vlrglnla Infantry Reglment.} .f”
bocondly, the writer attempted to focus attentlon oni;
the common soldiers, individually and collectively. The' 
Civil War isvpresented as the man in the fahkétsaw it,
’.Thefeforﬂey the‘writerbmade use of 6n1y those volumesbwhiéh’
__in‘some way touched oh,the 7th Vifgihia._'ménifestly, theég,
fﬂvolumes constitute only a small ffaction‘of the1more than~f‘
6O;OOGAVOlumesfwritten on the Civil War. | |
‘Thirdly, the writer at times lacked any 7th Virginia

source with which to document the history of the regiment.
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‘j’When thls 31tuat10n aro he used extant materlal on the]f;

'other unlts in Kempew's brlgade.- The ObVlQu;vdanger in fi;f

;  do1ng thls 1s that 1n a 2 000~man brig'dég»ée eral com-;5;g 
‘pletely separate battle actlons mlght De foughu over ant§ E
f7exfended front In several 1nstances, two or three regl?
_ments were detached from the brlgade and fough+ together. f
_ In theom 1notdnces the descrlptlon of the varlous unlts
:{parto 1n the aculon can be more certaln.: The wrlter has‘?ﬂ
 :attempted To 1nbure that the actlon descrlbed dld affect»,f;

f,the 7tn Vlr&lnla..‘ng:'

: ’.ﬂi_-<:;"-z‘mu=s GR;“I'PTS?' 2 RRRD-T

A v1tal mdnuqcxlpt collectlon for the 7th Vlrglnla
. 19 the Confederdte aerv1ce ﬂeccrds and the Records of théi?;
t{7th Reglment of Vlrglnla Volunteers., Both are in the
,{Vlrglnla b*dte Archlves 1n Rlchmond and contaln nusterv -;W
 _rolls,vcomments on 1nd1v1duals 1n the ranks and occaSJonal
}‘repqrtS'on reglmental movements. An extract from the. dlary
'aof a'Pvt ';;;;'; Llark found in the records of “the 7th
; Re 1nent threw lJvht on the movements of the reglment

- pr1or to Flrst MdﬂdSS&un These two oources are comp11~ 

‘Hmented and enlarged upon by the Complled berv:ce Records of

fﬂConfederate aoldlerc Who Served 1n Organlyatlonu From the L

tafe oP Vﬁrgxnla, 1n the Newman lerary of Vlr&lnla
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ﬁ“Polytechnlc Instltute and State Unlver81ty.. Thése‘mlcro-ﬁ‘
. fllm records conta;n all the avallable lnformatlon on each.
f,lnd1v1dual soldler 8 Confederate serv1ce. These fllms:ﬂ~ﬁ }
‘were 1ndlspensable 1n complllng the age brackets and
occupatlons of the men 1n the ?th Vlrglnla..v‘ i

| The Smlth Plckett Dlary 1ves a day~by-day account.of :
reglmental events ln the flrst half of tne war.” W1lllam |
'VRandalf Smltb Pept the dlary from 1861 untll hlS death at'
Frazier's arm,.nueorge S Plckett, a comrdde of Smlth s,ff;
,bthen malnbalned}the dlary to the bautle of Frederlcksburg.:
1”bmlth and Pleetu were members of Company F of the W?th '
‘ Vlrglnla, whlch wab br gaded w1th the 7th Vlrglnla untll
;JUot before rrﬁémrlcksburg, The entrles were very in~
flformatlve as to weather condltlons and battle actlons. 
5Dhe bmlth«PLC£et+ Dlary 1s 1n the Alderman lerary at
fthe Unlversj by of Vlrglnla.;”7' 5 .t ‘ |
‘"Wllbur Dav1s, Recollectlcns of Byliiféa;ﬁspeéialiy_
. Dur1ng the War, 1861 65~uFor My Chlldren“ glves nuggets-”

~of 1nformatlon about the early fcrmatlon of Company I 1n

'Albemarle County._ Thls unpubllshed work 1s‘also at the
fUnlver31ty of Vlrglnlag ‘:f@Afi;f"?'
ine Robert F, Nelson lettexs9 Jn thé-Pefkins‘Libr3ry

‘iit uuke Uan@f%lty, conialn one fragmentary letter relatlve
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+to the regiﬁeht'during its.stay at Cenfrevilléfduring the"
first Winter'af the war, | | R

The Vlrglnla ﬂlstorlcal 8001ety in Rlchmond proved to
'be a valuable ‘depository for data on the 7th Vlrglnla,
Several letters from Alexander Bolton of Company‘D.were:
of'interesf,»éspecially one written in Januar&, 1865, which
~described éohditions in the Petersburg trencheé° .Bblton
also had a skeptical word for the Hampton Roéds Peacevtalks
near the ehd:of‘the war. These letters are in the Bolton
.FémilyvPaperSFCOllection; | :

quarﬁérmaster William Cave saved many,féqﬁiSitioh
slips frOm'fhe war's first winter. Thesé,afgfih the Caﬁe,
' Family>PapérS aﬁ thé Uﬁiversity of Virginia'ahd'give'an :
insight into‘the winteretimé needs of the‘priQate in ﬁhe“m
ranks., | |

The John Perrin Papers, in the Virginia?State‘Afchiﬁéé
at Richmond, provide an intimaté glinmpse of'whét fhe priQJ
,'?ate soldier.thought of war after the novelty 6f soldiering

vVanished Camp life and Civil War prices are dlscussed in

';»hese letters by a prlvate 1n the 1st Vlrglnlan

hdward C, Barnee, a member of the llth Vlrglnla. wrote
many letters between«1862vand “the end of the,wara ‘His

observations are especially good for the 1864 North Carolina
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expedition, He also described a private's reaction to
Pickett's Charge, Grant's summer campaign of 1864, and the
enlistment of Negro soldiers. The originaleletters are at
the University ef Virginia, |

Lieutenant J., E. Wyant Qf Company I wfdfe two lefters
that were very useful in describing the Chriétmas dinner
of 1864 and the results of the summer campaigh‘of the same
year., These letters are in the Bowles Family Papers at the

- University of Virginia.

PRIMARY SOURCES

‘The basic published source for all Civil War research

is the U. S, WaryDept, (comp.), War of the Rebellions' A

Compilation of the Official Records of the'Uﬁion and

Confederate Armies (Washington, 1880-1901, 128 vols.) The

Official Records contain the correspondence and reports of

- the leading m111tary peroonnel of both armle%n At tlmes,‘
these reports are subject to exaggeration and_downright-
prevarication, and the information on Confederate actiﬁes_l
" in 1864 and 1865’is‘undersfandaﬁly skimpy.&fﬁe#eftheless,-‘

the Official Records are indispensable to any study of a‘

Civil War reglnent
Another baSlC source for this partlcular study was

the postwar wrltlngs of Pvt, DdVld E. Johnston, “His Four
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‘Yéarsfa Soldiér (Beckley, ‘W, Va09’1884) andéThé Story Of «

a Confederate Bov in the ClVll War (Portland, Ore., 191&)

are remlnlscences of hls experlences as a member of

Company D Qf the 7th Vlrglnla. Johnston emotlonallzed a-
few'incidents, but on the whole his volumes are a credlble,'
and intimate plcture of the reglment. These two stadles

are espeCLally valuable because, axcepﬁ for one short
"absence, Johnston served from thé reglment s organlzatlon
in 1861 untll its capture at oayler 8 Creek. n‘"

A typewrltten copy of a 1etter in the Pearlsburg

‘Gazette on June 29, 1861, gives a vivid plcture of Company:
D'a explolts whlle on 1ts way o Camp ngfalle Thls Copy -
.1s in the p0559031on of Dr. James I, Robertson, Jr., of
Dldcksburg, Va, o |

| In the abaence of primary materlal from w1thln the ?th
Vlrglnla, the wrlter turned to materlals from men in 31ster
regiments. Charles T. Loehr wrote a sllm but outstandlng

work: 'War:sttery of the 0ld First Vlrglnla Infantry

'Reglment Army of Northern Vlrglnla (Rlchmonds 1884), WhlPh
s is' qulte factual and freshe? The lst and 7th Reglments were 
thrown together in several instances that Loehr described

v’very well, George Wise, Hlstory of the Seventeenth Virginia

Infantry, CSA (Baltimore, 1870), was another excellent source
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~of material concerning the period from 1861 until just

prior to Fredericksburg.

Alexander Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank (New York,
1905), is an excellent source for events of the 7th
Virginia. The humour and misery of being a soldier in the

ranks comes through in Hunter'’s vivid prose. -Another valua-

ble work 1s John Dooley, John Dooley, Confederate Soldier:

His War Journal (Washington, 1945), edited by Joseph T.

Durkin., Dooley's eyes missed little in the marches and
campalgns of which he was a part. He served with the lst
Virginia from Antietam until his capture a,t‘Gett‘ysbur‘fr0

William H. Horgan, Personal Reminiscences of the War of =

1861-5 (Lynbhburg; 1911), gives a good acééuhf of the men
and events of the 1lth Virginia and in doing so menticné |
the 7th Virginia several times. However, Mprgan at time$ 
emotionalized evénts, and he missed the Seco’nd'Manassass
Antietam and Gettysburg campéigns because of siékness;.
This necessarily limits the value of his memoirs;

~ Beyond the 7th Virginia?s sister regiments, several
"bcbks‘provéd %o bévof cohsidéfablé:Valueg 'Wéi?ércﬁarrisQn9$u

Pickett“s Wens A Fraement of War History (Néw York, 1870)54

contains reliable accounts of many of the brigade's move=-

ments and battles. The battle of Five Forks 1s especially



143

Well déscfibéd. Jubal A. Early's War Mem&irsw(Biqomiﬁgtdn,
1960), edited by Ffank E, Vandivero complimehts,andvconfirms
other worksvcbncerning'the 7th Virginia's”mévéments_ati .
Firét Manassas. ZEarly commanded thé regiménﬁ?é brigade

at the time., W. P. Derby, Bearing Arms in thé 27th

Massachusetts Regiment of Volunteer Infantry during the

Civil War 1861-1865 (Boston, 1883)n provides}aisolid'ac~
count of thé béttle of Drewry’s Bluff, Derby1aiso gives
‘an excellent view of the Confederate soldiefvas seen,by
his counterpart, Billy Yaﬁk. |

- Several more volumes made passing reference to the 7th

Virginia, James Longstreet, From Manassas to Appomattox

(Bloomington, Ind., 1960), edited by James I, Robertson,

Jr., was of some value. J. William Jones, Christ in the
Camp (Atlanta, 1904), specifically mentions'tWOvinCiw

dences of religious fervor in the 7th Virginia. Armistead

C. Gordon, Memories and Memorials of William G0rdon'McCabe
(Richmond, 1925), vividly describes parts ofithe actionvaﬁ
Five Forks ahd mentions the regiment's part in clearing the

_ crossroads of the enemy. Robert U.’Johnsohggnd'c; Cw;Bﬁélf:

{eds.), Eattles and Leaders of the Civil War (New York,
1884-1887, 4 vols.) gives insights into}ﬁhevretregfjto

Appomattox and the Regiment'’s capture at Sayler?s Creek,
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The bouthern Hlstorlcal 8001ety Papers (Rlchmond9

, 1876 l9f2. 52 vols.) contaln excellent accounts of varlous
actlons, written by the men who were 1nvolved.} nlght art1~
.cles had dlrect bearing on the hlstory of the 7th Vlrglnlae
The Copfederate Veteran Magazine (Nashv1l]e. 1893n '
9)z 4o vols ) also proved to be quite helpful for descrlp—

tions of the flghts'at Drewry's Bluff and Milford Station.

SECONDARY MATERIAL

'Douglas’S@,F”eeman's Lee's Lieutenants; A'Study in

-Lommdnd (New York 1942~4& 3 vols.) is by far the flnest
work of its klnd, Freeman gives an overv1ew of the armv
onWhiéh the 7th Vlrglnla was a part. Freeman s eXcellent
footnotes were quue useful in pointing to unknown sources
on a reﬂlment, and the blbllographlc materlal at the end

of Volume III is most valuable, Ezra Je'Warnerg Generals

in Gray; Lives of Confederate COmmanders,(Batpn Rouge,
1959), givés excéllént biographical sketcheS‘&f all 425
_bonfederates who attalned the rank of generaloi Lew Ao

.Hailace, Jr,,’A Gulde to Vlrﬁlnla mllltary Organlzatlons

(Rlchmond,.l964)9 serves to corroborate company nlcknames,

commanders and muster dates for Virginia units,
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Mrs;.Berkeléy G, Calfee, COnfederaté"Historyﬂbf ‘

CﬁlpepEerounty (Culpeper, Va.), gives a roster of

Culpeper s Confederate soldlers and some other perti=-

nent information, Paul E. Stelner, Dlsea ] in the Civil

War; Natural Biological Warfare in 1861~1865'(Springfield,
I11., 1968), contains an excellent medical,viéw~of the
Civil War soldier's 1ife. George R. Stewart, Pickett's

Charge; A Microhistory of the Final Attack at Gettysburg,

July 3, 1863 (Cambridge, Mass., 1959), helps to put this

great event in perspective, Bell I, Wileyg»The Common

Soldier in the ClVll Viar, Book Two (New Yorh, 1952)3

,qerves to glve an - excellent plcture of varlous aspects of.

a Civil War soldier’s life.
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‘THE 7TH VIRGINIA INFANTRY REGIMENT, C.S.A.
by N
Louls Ford Hitt

(ABSTRACT)

This thesis is.a socio-military hiétbryuéf the 7thA
Infantry Regiment, Virginia»Volunteers. IfsfSOIdiers came
'principally from Madison, Rappahanock, Culpebér, Orange,
Albemarle, Greéne and Giles countieso The régiment fought
in the Civilvwar,as part of Kemper's Brigade; Pickett°s
Di#ision, Longstreet°é Cbrps; Lee’s Army of Ndrthern
Virginia. L

Through the various sources quoted in this work, the
writer has traced the regiment's history from‘its bégin~
» hing at Camp.Wigfall to its capture at Saylef;é Creek,

- This work_foéuées entirely on the men and officers of the}
regimeht, The broader issues of grand strategy and
‘anféderate pdlitics aré little discussed inkthis thésiéev
The writér has also attempted to make the work valuablé as
a smali research aid to later readers who miéﬁf be intere:

ested in other units in Kemper's brigade.



On thé béttlefield and in camp, the emphasis is on
the life of the Confederate in the ranks and how hevéoped
with the war on a day-to-day basis. These S0chern sol-
diers ultimately suffered throﬁgh four years of‘war and
crushing defeat, Yet these men never lost.the spirit of
dedication to their cause. They came back to.é@prostrate
South and fembuiltbitw-often from no substanfiél bééeo
This'fhesis'ireatsvof the Southern soldier whb“fbught
heroiclyvfor his homeland against an enemy thaﬁ he felt
was bent on destroyiﬁg him. In dqingvsop thésé
Southerners furnishedvus with an example of;thé finest ih

character and manhood that America had to offer.
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