






































e Covnmual @q;wf

COUNTY
EXTENSION
WORK

' QVi»r?Ma acf-imﬁicwd Extomsion Service

L. Y, FIELDS

agent

assistant agent

@
|
]




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE AND TITLE
TABLE OF CONTENTS . v
INERAL SITUATION IN CRAIG C
OIL CONSERV AN

HAY

"
2
3
4
5
6
7
2

10
10
n
12




GENERAL SITUATION IN CRAIG COUNTY

he area of Cralg County is 333 square miles., It is
composed of six valleys of varying sise with wvinding reads
through each valley and over divides, Going from one valley
to another requires considerable travel since the roads are
winding and sigsaging up and over the mountains,

More than fifty per cent of the county is in forests
and owned by the federal govermment, About one-fourth of
the remaining area owned by farmers is in woodland, PFPracti-
eally every farmer has some woodland,

There are only 449 farms in the county but they are
scattered over the entire county in all of the valleys. The
farms vary in sigze from twenty-five acres to one thousand,
Most farmers in the county live in valleys with their line
fences running from mountain to mountain through the valley.
Generally speaking, this gives each farmer a slice of the
valley bottom land, a portion of the creek through the valley,
second bottoms, and upland with the grade increasing to the
mountain tops. Such an arrangement gives the farmer a
convenient place for the homesite on the hishway through the
valley, some land with recommended tillable slope for crops
and meadows, and land suitable for grasing of heavy eattle,
light cattle, and sheep as the grade increases.

Three of the valleys have natural limestone soil with the
other three containing sandy loam soil, Many farmers in sandy
valleys formerly owned grazing farms in the limestone valleys.
Now, with the improvement of sods in all of the valleys, the
trend is toward selling their distant limestone grasing farms
and further improving grazing on the home farm,

The livestock produced in the county is beef cattle, sheep,
milk cows, and hogs, BEvery farm has some poultry for home use
but there are only three or four managed properly for financial
success. The principal crops are pasture, hay, corn, small
grain, and foreostry products.

The entire population of the county is only abeut 3,500
inhabitants, There is one small town in the county with only
enough industry to employ around one hundred workers., W!th the
increase in industry in the¢ adjoining counties, many citisens
are building homes in the county and seeking employment outside
of the county, This trend will increase the population but
doesn't seem to effect farming practices very much,




S0IL CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

Organized soll conservation work has been going in the
county siace 19/7, Craig is a part of the Natural Byridgs
Soil Conservation District, The county has one supervisor
in planning a soil conservation program and two part-time
technicians,

P

oals

1. Assist technicians in securing twenty-five farms for
soil conservation plans,

« Promote the establishment of practices on all plans,
Methods Used

1. Farmers were contacted and encouraged to adopt soil
conservation practices.

2. The use of cover crops seeded at the last working of
corn was encouraged to prevent erosion vhere small
rains could not follow,

In putting the waste land to best use, farmers were
encouraged to plant trees,

So1l technicians in cooperation with machinery deelers
assisted in planning and putting on a strip cropping
lemonstration.

News articles, farm visits, discussion meetings, and
movie "Planning to Prosper” were used in reaching goals.

Results

Twenty farmers had soil conservation plans made for their
farms. Fifteen farmers used summer and winter cover crops to
hold molisture and prevent erosion, and practically one hundred
per cent used small grain, crimson clover or other zover on
corn stubble., Fourteen farmers and farm boys planted trees.

The County Agent and Soil Techniclans teok advantage of
an opportunily to stage an all-day demonstration of estab-
lishing soil conservation practices. Such practices vere
demonstrated as plowing alternate strips on the contour, turning
sod uphill, preparing seed beds, seeding, and mulching, Around
fifty farmers attended this demonstration




HAY

Farmers have been struggling vith the uphill problem of
producing fead under drouth conditions until thay are more
conservation minded than they realize. Buying hay has been
the bigrest expense of Cralg farmers., On account of the
expense, farmers have sold off livestock and adopted the conser-
vation practices that would ald in producing more hay.

The Agronomy Committee invited a specialist from VPI to
advise as to practices to promote.

oals

1. Place at loast one demonstration on alfalfa production
in each coomunity,

2. Indvce at least one farmer in each community and encoursge
all others to fertilize old meadows for two cuttings,
using a 10=10-10 fertilizer about the time growth starts
or after th irst cutting,

Induce demonstrators to cut on time, cure less in the
swath and more in the vindrow to save valuable leaves and
improve on storing,

Encourage the planting of a catch crop for hay or grass
vhenever there is a likelihood of it belng needed,
Encourage all farmers on all occasions to establish or
increase alfalfa acreage.

Methods Uged

1. Urged all farmers to secure all of the ACP materials
ossible for farms,

2, Assisted in selecting the best varieties.

3. Furnished all production information needed in establishing
the demonstrations,

4L+ Fourteen news items were published in promoting goals.

5. Better hay practices were discussed in farmers' meetings
and movies shown,

Results

An alfalfa demonstration was started in all the communities.
The demonstration helped to encourage other farmers to seed
alfalfa. In one community, ten farmers seeded fifty acres of
alfalfa,




To find reasons for poo~ stands, samples of soil from
seventeen stands of alf.’ a vere taken in one month and
results analyzed, Ten of the seventeen were poor stands.
Only three of the ten poor stands were low in lime, Nine
of the poor stands vere low in potash, The good stand, low
in potash, had just been seeded, Most of the poor stands
of alfalfa had high or very high tests for phosphate, None
vere low, It showed the farmers that lime and potash wvere
more important in securing good stands of alfalfa than
phosphorus since three of the seven rood stands were only
medium in phosphorus.

Farmers increased ylelds of hay one-~third by using
10=10-10 fertilizer topdressing., Some reported two cuttings
or extra prezing, The dry weather helped in getting farmers
to cure in vindrows instead of the swath,

More than twelve farmers sowed catch crops consisting
of sudan grass or millet and soybeans., Same vho didn't need
the grasing reported big ylelds of good quality hay.

As a result of the goals reached, very few farmers will
ave to buy hay while some have hay to sell, VWith increase
to normal rainfall, farmers can increase livestock again,
At the same time it seems they will contimue to use conser-
vation practices,.

Pastures in Craig County have been improved through
fertilization stimulated by the TVA and ASC programs. Due
to the drouth in the past few years, pastures have had some
set-backs., The grass in the sanistone sections have suffered
ore than in the limestone valleys o) account of the drouths
except in the cases where limestone 1s near the top of the
ground, With the return of normal ralnfall and the recommended
fertilization practices a marked recovery can be expected,

oals vere adopted for pasture improvement along with the

e pr ems and needs were so similar,




Tnduce five or more farmers in each commmity to topdress
pas® ‘es.

Encourage five or more farmers, v'iore the stands are poor,
to reseed pastures,

nduce five or mo farmers to try to lengthen grasing
ssason,

Methods Used

Urged farmers to topdress old stands through Agricultural
Conservation Program and persomal expense to the limit,
Encouraged farmers to scarify, fertilise, and reseed weak
stands with ladino clover, using alfalfa instead of ladine
vhere controlled grazing could be established.
Urged farmers to topdress with 5-10-10 to lengthen grasing
season,
Plant Food Institute demonstrations were contimied to show
importance of pasture fertilization,

5. HEeven news articles published.

6, Pasture improvement discussions at farmers' meetings and
educational movie,

Results

These objectives were met by inducing around three hundred
farmers in the county to topdress old pastures through ACP and
personal expense, Sixty or more farmers reseeded weak stands,
Three farmers contimied their Plant Food Institute pasture
demonstrations,

CORN

pography of the land and distance from market, very
1ittle cor rown outside of the county needs, Fractically
ndred per cemt of the farmers in Craig County are using
It 1 ot & job to get farmers to turm to hybtrids
nt to help them in selecting hybrids that are
»ir conditions,

The greatest need of corn in Craig is for hogs, poultry, and
s fev cases for of animals. Corn ylelds were high except




irouth didn't let up in time to cause corn to ear
farmers requested assistance in measuring ylelds,
ere measured went under one hundred bushels per

© corn hybrid demonstrations we~e held to stimulate
interest in selecting best apted var.sties as improvements
are being made on hybrid seeds. Recomm nded varieties and

best methods for cultivating corn were Atscussed at farmers'
neetings wvith the Agent using flannel board to help 1llustrate,

Results and opinions of the demonstrators of the new
varieties vere used in news articles and also displayed with
ears of each variety in a local store at the county seat,

EEF CATTLE

he majcr livestock to consume pastures
wvas given major consideration. Goals
vith the help of committee and

ed Hereford, Angus, and

calf and yearling sales.
nation nAd 'Q-tln’ progren
nd federal govermment,
lel Omo n ar A baby beef and farmers fat

st cer

tart at least ) or on artificial breeding of
cattle,
incourage sach purebred breeder to exhibit at fair,
Control parasites.

ull out herds to meet drouth conditions,

individual breeders in finishing and fitting for
e and exhibiting at fairs,
Contacted fesdler calf producers in promoting the feeder

calf

nd yearling sales,




led programs of vaceination and testing for Bangs
hetwveen veterinarian and farmers,
d individuals and discussed at Li-H meetings the
i to be ralned in exhibiting at the area
ek show,
1ividuals personally and gave assistance in
wssible tovard exhibiting.
»d farmers to breed cows artifically.
he use of DDT, lindane, and rotenone in the
of flies, lice, and cattle grubs,
forty-one news articles and discussed goals at

ot ines.

boys fitted and showed around seventy-five
1 at community, county, and area fairs.
wvon first in its class and grand champion
meant about §13.00 in cash, scholarships,

farm boys von first in the five pen
first on three pen, and third on three
embers won third, fourth, sixth, and ninth
) f sixty-eight baby beeves by club

sduled for vaccinating calves against
h about 370 calves in the county, The

" fan in contacting and scheduling
in order to meet state requirements.
led in the program,

nd consigned cattle in three pure-
saie, and one Shorthorn sale,

hty-tvo calves in the feeder calf

r demand caused top calves to sell
1 higher than a year ago.

vy culling wvhich should further
next year, One of the biggest
to select the best replacement




use there are over 2,500

lana on many farme that
he feed needed for sheep
rals and very little

start flocks,

ymunity to replace ewes
ype western ewves,

ly lambs as a demon.
1 to show less needs

r new farmers,
lual contacts were made

wared on early breeding, good
istrating, creep feeding,

ty' ng and pooling woel,
‘urmers' meetings and a
henothiasine,"

od this year than any time
mers pooled 13,740 pounds of
mnt pooled last year,

s yoar as well as four new

7 18 small due to limited corn
levaloped, A large mmber of




eared, The 4-H projects of Sears
i sows moving from community to
tuation,

e other than purebred Berkshire.
shire vhich is recommended, and
1ire crosses - also recommended,

1 years of talking and planning for
ne farmer moved a herd of Belts-
Two or three farmers purchased pigs

trend is toward bacon type hogs.

» tried next year,

POULTRY

ver has some poultry but very few realise
yut 20,000 hens in the county and only
The production 1s less than five dosen
on to ergs consumed on farms, It shows that
wement practices should be established on
tter aystem of marketing eggs were attempted,

ittempt toward improving the marketing of
urvey was nade of the situation of fourteen
roducers, The survey revealed that the average
vens. Two owners sold eggs for hatching
roduced an average of thirty-eight cases

d with their present
ansver to the questione
wes, four sold to hucksters,

ty group attended area
roups of other counties to

T o)

i to follow throush in supporting
e area since a large percentage of
a 1s shipped from outside the area,
iistances,




t ol

ning of the year there vere no grade A
smercial airies in the mnty., About forty thousand
lk and cream is sold anmually
from about 1,500 cows., This is in addition to the amount
smed, t shows definite need for the establishment of
improved practices and better management of dairy cows.
The market demand for cream and grade C milk is good,

ollars wvorth of grade C mi

large grade A dairy with modern equipment has been
1 the county, Another dairyman has built a

arlor wvith extra room for refrigeration and the
lon of rumning water,

he rural organizations in the county for vhich the
Count;, Agent had most the responsibility are six L-H clubs,
four farmers' clubs, one young men and women's club, The
community improvement contest is given careful consideration
and promotiun - a contest which is sponsored by the only local
service club in the county,

3 entered the area community improvement
nning community the people really surprised
7y collected information on how much improve-
The Agent attended about half of thelr
*h information as would help them in reache
larly farm goals, The contest has
ople in forming new habits of working
hysical improvements so noticeable,
wi1ll be encouraged next year as it means reach-
ith ixtension information and each year the
nore self-reliant in carrying on their program,
The young men and women's club has carried out more
objectives this year than has been the case since organisation
in 1950, The membership and officers have been more pe"manent.
In addition to ¢

elr program adopted for the year, they
r a discussion series of ten meetings entitled
iomas Jefferson and Our Times." They had representatives st

mid fees 1




he club members sent
1 sponsored a movie for
100,00 for the club by
1ir, donated and operated
» fire departionty con-
state parks; donated
ball team; and orderod and
o8 for members of coununity

ola
ilso prepared a serapbook and entered

g for second place.

iradley, Associate Extension Eiiter,

. Duncan, Older Yomth Specialist, to the
lub. They observed the club progranm,

1ined records of the year's work for a
slub,

Four<ii elubs vere continued as in the past except a
vider variety of projects could be offered since the county
hired a lome Demonstration Agent for the first time. The six

ubs carried 153 projects with 119 completions,

n jua’ ity of project work improved. The baby beef,
reedi plg, and five-ewe flock projects all showed impr ve-
sert, One /-8 member of the county won grand champion on his
purebred breoding heifer in a class of fifty heifers. His
1eifer won first in its class, g=and champion in the Junior
{ivision, and severth place in all classes at the Atlantie
ural Exposition in Richmond, Other members won third, fourth,
sixth, and ninth places in the Roanoke Area baby beef show,

Five members attended 4-H Camp, four picnies were held,
and one slectric field day. Two members qualified for and
attended Kloctric Congress at Richmond, Three Craig County 4-H
elubs won fifty dollars in the WSLS A.H Club coatest.

FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The possibilities for the farm and home development phase
of Extension are good in Craig County, Many farmers have lacked
& chance to do a thorough job of analysing records and manage-
ment problems. If handled properly, they will sgpreciate the
possibilities in such planning.




With the heavy vork load on one Agent, the goal im this
phase of the program i1l have to be kept at a minimm, The
Agent planned to help six farmers in collecting material
necessary in planning their farm and home developmenmt programs.

S8ix farmers have been selected for the farm and home
welopment program, They were selected in all cases vhere
n agtive member of the young men and women's club resided,

It vas thought the club members would be receptive toward the
program since they were young and doing gnod work in thelr
elub,

All inventories have been completed and forty-one visits

made towvard compl-t lans, alternate plans, and making
improvements,

HEALTH

walth program to be
le to check loss of live-
» —— The Board of Supervisors
dviaad the fuss ) y Ce y Rables Control Committee.
he committee wvas org i vith the County Agent as chairman,

recommended certain control measures,
A bount A . laced on foxes, The Supervisors have
ordered twenty dosen ps to furnish farmers at cost, A
trapping expert from y Coomission of Game and Inland
Fiat s h S seured to put on trapping demonstrations
for catching f ! rly December, After the hunting
g wvill start throughout the county.
setings of the committee and newspaper articles
1l to nromote the trapping program, Three
ty have % treated for bites by rabid
m is also considered important on account
farmer has lost ten purebred Herefords.

ne to three animals,

lod "Rabie e Controlled” was shown in
- elud nge of the county,




The gardeners of Cralg requested around 500 bulletins,
cireulars, and leaflets on gardening as a result of eighteen
news articles on gardening., Latest recommended varieties
vere furnished gardeners,

A 1ist of varieties of sweet corn of different maturing
intes were listed. The object was to plant several different
varieties at one date and then have corn maturing from early
to the latest date depending on mmber of days in vhich a
variety would mature., A second planting date for tiree or
four varieties was necessary to vse all the season,

The list will be used next year since it seemed to be
popular, It seems to help avold delayed plantings due to
wveather conditions,.

Varietics of meats were stressed during the year ard
farmers vere encouraged to butcher lambs and beef animals as
wull as hogs. Further emphasis will be placed on varieties
of meats in connection with the freeser next year,
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