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(ABSTRACT)

A library is a building through which a
town presents its public identity. The
local library is not only a repository of
information, but also of the town's unique
cultural messages and values.

The Thesis Search:

How to make a building that emphasizes
the architectonic qualities of Old Town?
How to integrate a large and complex
public building into the fabric of an

intimately scaled town?






..."I began my life as | shall no doubt end it: amidst books. In my grandfather's study there were books everywhere. It was forbidden to
dust them, except once a year, before the beginning of the October term. Though | did not yet know how to read, | already revered those
standing stones: upright or leaning over, close together like bricks on the book-shelves or spaced out nobly in lanes of menhirs. | felt that
our family's prosperity depended on them. They all looked alike. | disported myself in a tiny sanctuary, surrounded by ancient, heavy-set
monuments which had seen me into the world, which would see me out of it, and whose permanence guaranteed me a future as calm as
the past. | would touch them secretly to honor my hands with their dust, but | did not quite know what to do with them, and | was a daily
witness of ceremonies whose meaning escaped me: my grandfather - who was usually so clumsy that my grandmother buttoned his
gloves for him - handled those cultural objects with the dexterity of an officiant. Hundreds of times | saw him get up from his chair with an
absent-minded look, walk around his table, cross the room in two strides, take down a volume without hesitating, without giving himself
time to choose, leaf through it with a combined movement of his thumb and forefinger as he walked back to his chair, then, as soon as
was seated, open it sharply "to the right page,” making it creak like a shoe. At times, | would draw near to observe those boxes which slit
open like oysters, and | would see the nudity of their inner organs, pale, fusty leaves, slightly bloated, covered with black veinlets, which
drank ink and smelled of mushrooms."...

From: THE WORDS

by: JEAN PAUL SARTRE
translated by:

B. FRECHTMANN
George Braziller, Inc.
New York, 1964
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Lobby

Entrance Hall

Staff Area

Catalogue

Arcade

Alley of the Books
Computer Stations / Niches
Stacks / Reference
Storage / Typewriter / Copy

. Winter Garden

. Outside Reading Tower
. Study Room

. Light Slot

. Niche

. Bathroom

. Housekeeping

. Garage Entrance
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20. Garden

21. Planter Boxes / Green Wall
22. Reading Pergola

23. Light Slot to Garage

24. Administration

25. Garage Exit
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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1. Story Telling Room

3. Children's Library

5. Reading Balcony

6. Void

7. Railing with Study Benches
8. Stacks

9. Overlook

10. Terrace
11. Study Balcony / Carrel
12. Bridge
13. Outside Reading Tower
14. Study Room
15. Light Slot
16. Curved Window
17. Bathroom
18. Seminar Room
24. Librarian / Staff
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN






10

Walkway with Study Benches
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EAST ELEVATION
WEST ELEVATION
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DETAIL WINTER GARDEN 18
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DETAIL STUDY

RAILING
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