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BY

EDWARD DE LA TORRE

(ABSTRACT)

WHEN ONE THINKS OF AN ARCHITECT, ONE USUALLY VISUALIZES

A BUILDING; ITS FACADES, MATERIALS AND SPACES WITHIN.

ARCHITECTS, HOWEVER, HAVE SHOWN AN INTEREST IN INTERIOR

AND ACCESSORY DESIGN FOR DECADES. FURNITURE, LAMPS,

RUGS, CERAMICS, FLATWEAR, AND MORE ARE COMPONENTS THAT

ALLOW AN ARCHITECT TO MAKE A MORE COHESIVE STATEMENT

ABOUT HIS OR HER ARCHITECTURE.



WITHOUT HER LOVE, PRAYERS, AND SACRIFICE,

THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ROSSIBLE.
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{M
LOCATED DUE SOUTH OF DOWNTOWN BLACKSBURG, DRAPER—PRESTDN IS,

A_.RESIDENTIALCOMMUNITY TANGENTIAL TO THE VIRGINIA TECH CAMPUSATITS
SOUTHEAST CORNER. DATING BACK TO THE TURN OF THE

TWENTIETHCENTURY,THE HOMES IN DRAPER—PRESTON ARE LARGE AND STATELY, EVOK-

ING A PAST THAT WAS ELEGANT AND RICH. IT IS HERE, AT THECORNEROF

DRAPER ROAD AND EAKIN STREET, WHERE THIS PROJECT ISLOCATED.WHEN

THE AUTOMOBILE WAS INTRODUCED TO BLACKSBURG IN THEEARLY1920°S,

DRAPER—PRESTON WAS ONE OF THE FIRST LOCAL AREAS TO

DEALWITHTHE PROBLEMS OF OWNING AN AUTOMOBILE. DELICATEMACHINESTHATTHEY WERE, THE EARLIEST AUTOMOBILES REQUIRED SHELTER;HENCE,SMALL
GARAGES, EITHER ATTACHED OR_ LOCATED CLOSE TO THE VARIOUS

HOMES WERE BUILT. THE PLAN OF DRAPER—PRESTON SHOWS THAT

THEMAJORITYOF HOMES THERE INCLUDE THIS SMALLSHELTER.-
THE FAMILY THAT ORIGINALLY LIVED AT THE CORNER OF ÜRAPER AND

-EAKINWERE APPARENTLY WEALTHY ENOUGH TO OWN TWO AUTOMOBILES. @
Ü THEIR TWO—CAR GARAGE IS A SIMPLE SQUARE STRUCTURE DETACHEDFROMTHE

MAIN HOUSE. TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THEIR CLOSE PROXIMITY TO l&
THE VIRGINIA TECH CAMPUS, THE CURRENT OWNERS DECIDED TO CONVERT

IT INTO AN APARTMENT FOR THE USE OF A UNIVERSITY STUDENT.
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THESE WOODEN MOBILES ALLOW A VERY YOUNG CHILD TOEXPERIENCETHE
JOYS OF COLOR AND SOUND, AS WELL AS DEVELOP THEIREYE-HANDCOORDINATION. A RING TO GRAB, A BALL TO SPIN;WITHEACHTOUCH, THE MOBILE RESPONDS WITH AUDIBLE AND VISUAL PLAY.
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A j THIS TOY FOR OLDER CHILDREN IS A SIMPLIFIED VERSION OF
THEFAMILIARGAME OF DOMINOES. MATCHING

0R”
ASSEMBLING BRIGHTLY

COLORED WOODEN BLOCKS, CHILDREN CAN CREATE UNIQUE GRAPHIC @

PATTERNS WITH EACH GAME THEY PLAY. THIS TOY ENCOURAGES

ACHILDTO BE CREATIVE WHILE IT HELPS TO DEVELOP HIS OR HER

VISUAL AND MANUAL DEXTERITY.‘

20
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A }
APPLIED BY USING A SANDBLASTER, THE PATTERNS ON THESE GLASSPLATESALLOW

THE USER TO VISUALLY EXPERIENCE THE TWO SURFACES ANDTHICK—NESSOF THE MATERIAL AT ONE TIME.‘
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Il]
THE TANGENTIAL INTERSECTION OF TWO CYLINDERS, ONE FUNCTIONING

ASSUPPORT,THE OTHER AS WEIGHT, FORM THESE CANDLESTICK HOLDERS.‘
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THE SINGULAR ACT OE TANGENTIALLY ]MILLING A THREE AND ONE
HALFINCH°CYLINDER° INTO A SIX INCH CYLINDER RESULTS IN ABEAUTIFULLINEAND A °POINT° INSPACE.‘
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SANDBLASTED ONTO THE WINDOW OF A CLASSROOM DOOR, THESEGRAPHICS'„ 1REPLACE THE STERILE ROOM NUMBER OF THE TYPICAL ELEMENTARYSCHOOL WITH A FAMILIARANIMAL.—34
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