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SUCHITRA SAMANMTA

The “War on Terror,” and
Withdrawing American Charity

Some C@m@@a@nms‘ tor Peor Muslim.
Women in Kolkata, India

The rerporist attncks of Seprember w1, 2001, in New York and Washington
have proved Amerivans w0 griefand anger, and much of the warld 1o grieve
weith vherm, The sivacks bave also, smong meny Smericans as well a8 pare
of the non-lslasmic woskd, led 1o the vilifleation of Muslims in genéral for
snclusivise religons belieth. For many, suel beliefs have found especial
foews i the pereeived “repression” of tallly slamic women. The retaliasory
LL5. benbing nf Afghanisuny, for which the primary obfective waa exs
pressly e aptaee Ospre bi Laden and remove the werorist-harbaring
Taliban, also simed ot *{berating” Afghan wamen. My paperdiscogses the
apparent conseguences of the American “war on terros™ fora privatg-
Amerteas donot agency working in a largely Musilm stom aren In Kolkaa,'
and fisk the women wha Hue thrre. T ‘ o

Lils Abu-Laghod, comumenting on Smerican claims of “liberating” and
“saving” Afghan women in jts “wir on reproe™ ;;g;sj-és( tha Taliban, refers w
the old history of stk rheroric f}*s'wzéa the W€$t iAbi-Lughod zoo2). Mot ng
Gaystrt Splvak’s comment on whire men e;zivi%zg'k:fﬁwn'w;gmm from browwn
men (Spivakc 1988, Abu-Lughiod maces such #higtoric back o rurn-ofthe-
cemury Raept, whers the veil wig denigruted a5 5 sigﬁ'éf'appzegﬁim by
Lord Cragey, who shmultareousty n?‘pﬁs&ﬁ womer's suffrage back home
in England. In India, practices lke satf (shé inmolatioh of widows on their
husband's fuseval pyres), and child marrage were used 0 Justify British

{Mteridieny frminiam, recy, trangnavionalisn 200, vol 4, 0o 2, e gpeefy)
Dameg by Snitly Gollegs. AL rights reserved,
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fi wotnen in ~well-
wivitheir oocupation
of that conntry (Abu-Lughod 2003, 785, clting Lazieg 100, 135). More
cecundy, Lavrs Bush couches the rhetoric of Bhorging the Muslin woman
bt peerns of huwan fesd wommen's) rights: “The fighe against serrorism is
alst a fghr for the rights and di gﬁi{y af womnar™ (U8, Government 2003,
cired in abu-Lughod aoox, #84). Praming the lssuss in these terms, Abu-
Lughod argues, iguores the politics! and histovical explanations for human
sutfering, The focus, rather, 5 upon cubtural aad religious aspects of
Esbamic womanbhood. She nowes that such 2 fcus has not been brought to
bmar o Christian wounen (58, sey, Guatemala, or Drefand, or Bospia), aud
conchides:

& mare procductive approach L . L B0 ask how we might conirtbute to
making the world 4 mose Just place. & world not organized aronnd
sirategic mibary and economic demands; a place where certaio kinds
of fprees and values thar we may sl consider mportans could have an
appeal and wheee thege is the peace necessary for discussions, debares,
and reansformations w occur within communities . . . Where we seek
v be gortve in che affabn of distant places, can we do so In the spinit of
support for those within those communities whose goals are to make
women' s (and men's) Hves betver .| ¥ Can we use 3 meore egalitanan
language of allances, coalitbons, and solidarity, nstead of salvation?
(Abu-Lughod 2002, 78g)

&g of this writing (April zoay}, the Taliban (From Southern Afghanistan)
have been removed from powsr by the Amarican smilitary campaigs, begun
i Gretober 2001, Howsaver, the Loya litga or loterins Council, composed
larpely of the Nogthern Alllance amd headed by Hamid Karzs, have some
wiys t go before 5 demooratic government can ersure the rights of
Afghan women. The Northern Alliance warlprds lave a murky record on
weornen's righes themselves, Despite the American medis’s claims tha
Afghan women have cast off their burges (in one rather simplistic and
erhaoeentric view of Musiinm women's “lberation”}, it s noteworthy thar
i st or marker scencs oo whevision it iy rare w se¢ 2 woman without
some form of “veiling,” either 2 burga that covers her from head to toe, or a
head sourf that leaves ber face bare 2 Though whevision offers 2 glimpse of
beauty salons being opensd up sgain, and women rerurning w0 university
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aned to teachlng, this is in Kabul, where Karzad rales precaciously, under
heavy interpational seowrity, [0 the Soutds, we read roday that che Taliban ig
veorganizing again, teling s opporuniey while the USA s ocoupled with
its new war (ard irs aftermazh} in g ¥ anyihing, women are Duying oven
mare burquas. In g newspaper report” 4 shopkeeper in Mazar-e-Shant'in
Nerthern Afghanistan chuims that his burga sales have gone up trom en a
week (under the Taliban to over 2 hubdred g week,
“Freging” women, of any religious or cubmral shade, I evidemly eagier
said than dowe, Abu-Lughod suppess that “cubuee™ (for Muslin women)
is seen 48 separate from and more visible than issues of “seructural
viglence,” such as women suffering from mghpariton, poverty, i health,
and lack of wccess o education. Thos, she olaims, the concept remains
unpedivicized, wnlike lssses of race and clags. Twould add thar such lack of
vigibiility is especially so for the lay Western observer—where the concept
of “culture” itsalf is associgred with the “primitive,” his stene-age technol
ogy, and “spange” rituals ar worst, and o the peoples of the developing
world, at best--g coneept, in other words, generaby associated with peogle
of colors Prom & wranspational perspective, being blind to the polivies of
“oultare” (for example, in the context of Muslim women's “liberavion”}
resuds fn @ curdous ireny, and dangerous consequences. On the one hand,
reudture,” ag the cotorful customs of wibal and other "backwand” peoples
provides an exotie appeal, which showld be loft alone both from g polin-
cally corrent, posomoders viewpelne, as also t presetve sume vestige of the
“meble savage,” the world that once was. On the other, where politicaily
expedient, “culrure” may eouire 2 definiie makeover by the West, Hence
{now) the need o “liberare” Afghan women, despire catls wo chelr plight by
the Revohationary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA), and
Western feminists much before Seprember 12, Where atrovites suffered by
women g at issue (here perpetrated by the Taliban, abu-Lughod's
“srruenpal viedenoe™ ls a martter of human rights, inaccessible w wornen
because they are woren, On 4 simblar note, Gloris Steinem andd Robin
Morgan observe, L “culture” is thay which affecns women while
“polities” affects men, and homan rights stmemenis do aot includs thase
needed by vhe female majority of humaniny™ Steiner and Movgsn {ighol
2002, 44} 50, do powerful natons, 0 their political tnteresis and sgendas,
choes to look upon those rights as (now) in need of rectifving? In other
worsds, after Seprember 1r, in the USAs “war an terrar”™ it evidently became
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expedient o use culiure” selectivety, chooging o make invisible, for
exnmple, the Bt chat Muslim women omy 0ot want o case off their burgas.
En it conceprual ambiguity for the Wesr, “culture” may be, and &s, manipu-
Taved w political and pragmatic ends, subverting the much wider sembolic
counomnion of the burge or vell as women's segregated space. 1w one of
subordination and oppression-—front which women must be “liberated.”
Thus, the themele of women's *“fresdom” and “righis” serves to sctively
chfscatr the actmal polivical intenr, where the “civilized” (and white) West
seis forth o shoulder its “burden,” again . Fighung coursgeousty for
women's rights In o democratio Afghanistan sines gy, RAWA have, says
Abu-Lughod, opposed the UL.S, bombing of their country, where tils will

integrat wo the potivical agenda, especiatly of the more exvromist alements
of the Bharatiye anats Pavry-ded coalivion of politcsd partes currently in
posver. Despite g Consttunon that, ip 1yse, guaranieed free schooling for
all childeen up o age 14, and 1o percent Heevacy by 1pba. ndia produces
reday the highest namber of tlerares in the workd (PROBE Report rggy;
Weiner 1oy, While lueracy rates for women of all communities vary
aeress the country, even in the state of Kerala Undia’s internationally
vecognized sRocess -story on wormen's Drersoy), Moshim wemen show

; comparatively Jow litpracy rates, Scholarship on Mushm women o lndia

nowes the newd to place their specially disadvantaped position in the

comtest of g punarity community’s history i Indepondenr tmajornitly
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B Bring aot salvation, but more bardship (2003, 781, With stmilay (but now Hindu) India, and it rerention of the Shariat or Mushim Personal Law,

'ﬁg%_ identical) rheteric debving the war Tty Jeag, we await the outcome of thar whers especiably womes lose out from porentially progressive legislation

e N , . e - .

ey promise in both countries widay under Indian Chvil Law (Suived 1992, 5: Mazumdar w2, 31, 1 nows the
e & E

2 ”'”3 After Seprember 11, several subsequant rerrovist aracks in the state of A commiaity’s beckwardness in educating #ts women, and the inverse

o Hashmir and on Parliament in New Delhi weze goknowledged by Islamic relationship berween bow lteraey fevels, high fernling and woren's fow

5 r . . “ - - : . % . ot - N

;’% fundamentalist grovps operaring owt of Pakistan-oocupiod Kashmir or : statug {Aziz abd Klar ooz Bhany 1oz Cloland eval. 1guh. Indian social

e . L R . o . N . 3 . . B . B . .

g@; Froe withan [ndian ervicory isedfl The ant-Muslim rhetoric by many seientists have observed thar where minority status ts combined with

e Hinedus i fodis reached fever plich, as { heard it i the summer of 2002 cubrural constrabngs s well sy poverry, the road w women's advancemaent

%‘% i Kotkats, sven among highly sducased, middle-class professionals, is 2 steep climb, sod rhis b especially mrue For impoverished Indhan Mus-

%@;’ Rhetarie so often expresses high emotion, and an vathinking reaction to 4 Ve wasmen (Bhary 1ggs, 16; Mazumdar 1993, 3, Sadved wge, 5 Siddegi

%E perception of events, It out by inclusive rather than particutar about the B 1063, Wil

B ) e, ) X E . . . N - R

;5:3 geoupragain which itis direcred fso, sl Muslims), feblinds those 5 in light of the above, the American “war on terror™ has bad an ronds and
g:\% siubeoribing w sach rhetoric to the conditons that need redress, at the disaserous fall-our far from Afphanistan and Irag. among Mushims hving
i

13% snece. Taking the Minders off 1 the face of murders by terrovias re- 0 a slam (hastl community ba Seuthern Kolkam, For the last five sum-

§35% guires, perbaps, the detschment of someons ke directly affecred. How- mers | have been observing o Musibm, comumunitg-bised non-governmen-

e . . : ) . o . o e gL

;\% ever, where such rhetorie cominues umernpered sven in the lghe of the val orpanization (NGO), Anear All Bducsrion Sociery (AAES: Y which

Q% bruwal Hindu-Musiim kiflings in the wessern seate of Guiaeat bn February works to lmprove the Lves of the bastd comppuity i this past of the iy,

b : 20z —-0f perkaps, because of this event—it seems doubtful that the root by research focws fas beew, and is, on the NGO s educational programs

fgf cavses for conflicr can be effectively addressed in o democratic nation for adedescent girls. For the past sixteen years an Amezican donor agency,

% consruted of diverse religions and peoples. The more thoughsful, after Children's Sponsorship Charity (080, bas funded around 7o percent of

‘ Seprember 11, have obsereed that radical aati-Mushin chewuic ignores at AAHS progeams. | fouad i othe suguner of 2008 that ABES' Clroymsianges

its perif the pelivieal and economic clrounstances that give rise to dscon- 4 were considerably altered. li Devember oo, thres nionths after the

5 e, agd presents instead stereotypes chat oan be hated, and therefore o rerrovist anacks i the USA, CSC declared ity intention to withdraw by

! punished. September 31 of oo, Soctal workers, deeply upser, observed to me that
W fn indi, o secular democracy of 3 billion people, with majerity Hindus, surely such wishdrawal oughr ro be phased out over a fow years fora

i and some 12 prreent Mustims, an and-Muslin rhetoric appears to be destinite community, and not on such short notice. As 1t stood, they said,
o
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they themsehves wosld probably be anemployed soun, while thelr comanu-
niry weidd be lefr without essemial programs on which it had come o
depend. This, despite facts and Bpures supporting the NGOs suecess in
proveding more schools for the congmunings ghels, preater enroliment
pumbers, young women going on w cotlege, and improved health statis-
ties for the community in general. Mustim women evideatly were belng
“Hberated,” as defised o revms. of thelr “rights” w an educaton, good
healtd, and other ik chodoes, largely with American assistance. But this
destisme community had much farcher wo go—-why were they left steanded

midestream se soen after Seprember 11 by the CSCF What appears w be the
poditient fallowt of September 11 as well 2 and-Mustim sentdment ia India
bave left the best commumity | have been working with in useertain
circumstances, wish unformsate consequences for its sdvancement in
general. My own particular cencerns are for s women, those assisted by
AARS programs, as well a5 those who werk under its segis.

Whitle T cannor establish conclusive Hoks between conneoted svents,
several pertinent questions have, for me, pointed o weneative byt disturhe
ing vonelusions. The tirost of this paper comments on the disjuncriye
herween Amarican cleims o *liberare” the Mushim woman in its “war on
rerrer,” and the aorual consequanoss for “real” people when political
agendas underlie such rheworice—even for privaw donor sgensies working
i the developing world, tr the sccount that totlows, ¥ describe hriefly
somne of AAES's programs, with 2 focus on their progeams for womem s
achigvemanty; my own ivolvement as 4 CSC “sponsar™ of a voung girl in
the basti; and developments after the svents of Septomber 11, 2005,

AAES and s work

Muslims make up sreund 8y percent of the population of the basti tha
stretehes across soutnwestern Kolkara, while some 12 percent of its other
restcenty sre Hinde, and the repr Cheistian and Buddhbist, This largely
migrant poputation {primarily from the stares of Bihar and Urar Pradesh,
andd some from Bangladesh) vene in search of work as dock labor a
Katkata Pore. Howsver, when the Port declined throngh the robos this
prpiation {presentdy aronid 800,000 or so) was Jeft without a means of
tneemse, and setrhed in the Port's hinserfamd with the hope of finding jobs
is the Chy. Today, the basti compeises & vast maze of single brick and

CHITRA SAMANTA

phaster roomas joined at the wall, beusing farmilies that weerage around six
chitdren each, sharing totlets, on aversge, with Sve other famibies. Open
draing brewding malaris and gastric diseases run through this extensive
sz, Unemplovmens, doags, and aloohotism are endenic wo the st
popuiation, gs are respirarory and malnaniton-related ailments, Whike
most Mustiom women of the basti rarely work outside their homes, sarme
Hindu women work several part-time jobs 58 maids s the bomes of the
middie-class at 2 monthly salory, from each job, of sround $4.0 Men,
evploved atadl, work, for exarnple, i sales at the local marker, as ricke
shaw puflers, s mechanics o refvigerator o car repair shops, or do dadly
wage labor in construction projects or washing dishes in restagranis. An
average monthly income for a family ranges from arowad $11 0 $43. More
than go percent of homes are rerged, atan aeerage cost of asound $8 per
manth.

AAES, which draws irs leaders and most of s social workers from this
bastt itself, came into being i robg a5 4 night school run by young Musiin
sren pffering basic Hterey to the communiny's childress. The AAES was
afficially registersd in 1688 a8 2 nop-profis srganizanon, and, in g
acquired the collaboration of CSC, which solicks private American donors
a6 SpOnRorSs to pay for the educational and bealth costs of 4 child i need in
different pargs of the world, Bn s work with AAES, such payment was
processed through o special unin, the Family Assistance Branch (FAR),
which operated with 2 group of around seventy paid social workers and
statt, and was monitened through GSCs natiopal hesdguarters in india.
While 080 s project i this bastt sotght sponsars for apio a maximunm of
66y chitdren, the average number of children who had found sponsors
over the last four years was approxissitely 550, some bo pereent of whom
were girts, and some 3 pereent of whaom were Hindus

The American sponsor provides 2y per montd, of which areund one
hiirvd is kepe by CSC for overheads. The FABR retnbursed, on the presenta-
thory of recelpes, g student's school-relared costs (wmiforms, fees, and
hoods), 8t the Municipaling-subsidized schools that serve the area, * italse
assisted with medical couts of the child and her family, fisr medicines
prescribed ar the free MHealth Clinie run by the FAB, or for speoiakist
services at tocal State-run bospieals. Given the present strength of the U5
dotlar with relation ro the Indian rupes, the PAB used the “spill-over” from
C5C sponsorship mosey to also fund, or “subsidize” (G5 werml, besides

THE CWAR CFR T ERRCGE" AN WITHORAWIRG AMERICAN CHARLTY



= ther Hoatth Clinke, several Barly Care znd Childhood Developinem Centers sdedesceny Mushim givd, appesring In public on her way w school, s 2
: (RO Ds), offering three-to-fve-year-olds, on a Monday through Friday E crovded comeunity of strangers, risks bednam Ubad name’ or dishonor),

hasts, one daily meal, 2 monthly bealth and weight evaluation, and ' and may be unmarriageable—Ieadag her bupoverished fanily with a
aetivities such as stnging and learaing chymes: an Aduit Lireracy Center; labikicy for life, 12 s ar puberty that shie is drawa back inee the hevns 1o

it no-Formal Mome Schools offtring primary education (Classes ¢}, and assist with gender-specific chores (and prepare {or marriage), such as

2 . headth information for adolesceny girls (usually siblings of sponsared cocking, clesssng, ferching warer, and helping with vounger sibligs, The

b childrend; snd ang sen-formal y-vesr Condensed Course covering Classes custom of dowry, originally a Minde epper-caste custon, and tegal since

P i1, The Bl also ron manundzanon drives, and *awareness” programs wgder, ds now widely prevalent among tmpoverished Miogdus as well as

%}‘”‘: oy “Safe Motherboud.” and dean Uving Environment Day), when hasts . Mughims, [n 2 survey the FAR social workers condusted on my behalf'in

B worrren are advised, for caumple, on the dengers of tesnage pregnancy, ’ wgad, more than 5o percent of one hundeed milics sampled had paid

’::'%\:” generst amresaial care and porritional needs, and hyglenic Hving, Trained dowiry for their daughters (eften ar six tmes the famiy's monhily income),

k persons Groluding doctors) from “resouree” ggeneles in the oty volun- : while 16 perognn had taken dovery for their sons, These Bgures are, T think,

.,,«:E;_ reered e traln FABR's staff, and spoke w the bast comnmunity on fssuss such ; oot flly representadive as other studies on dowry among tndian Muslins

;%% as drug addiction and women's reproductive health, The CSC was partion- ; have shown & much bigher pereentage Uehanglr 1gan Menon 8, and 1

"%‘. tar thar the boods were balapced and reports sent in o its Head Office in : is wery Hikely that many famites will not sdmiveo an Slegal castons. Te

e
i
LEE

£

India at the ered of each mowth, befors the money for the next manth was

sducate 3 duighier beyond puberty mears having w pay 4 lirger dowry for
vertitted 10 AARSIEAR,

(i an older girb-—an obvious disadvantage for o basti faedly, 3d a1 good

% AARS also receives assistuice fom ather foreign doners, Indian rewson 1o withdraw their child from school. Girls In the bast are nor kept

p: charitable organizations like the Rotaviabs and Lions, private denors, and < arcund the house o fong, however, sad given away in “early marriage”™ by
%% both Center and Srare funds. However, 78 resourees are strerched thin, age 175 falso Hegallen ™ The " Safe Motherbood” awareness programs that
::if‘ given that 1t serves, in the four Municipal wards within which it actively were held periodicatly by vhe FAR cspecially rargered this pracuice, since

:

operates, 5 populaton of around 259,000 people. With these funds 4 such marrkages have dive and long-rerm consequences for the givks' health.

SR

w (conatituting about 30 percent of assistance! AAES funds programs : Habies are often born within a vear, and also many i quick succession (e
§§§ autside the purvey of the FAR, such as w counseliing cenver fas of 2o00), a ‘ babies in a8 many vears, between the ages of Bfeen and twenty, in one case
i{%‘g fibrary providing frew rextbooks for scudents, & drug sehabilitation pro- < I personatly know of ), leaving the teenaged mother anaemic and generally
%}‘1 sram, and blood-donation and eve camps. debilivared. Bestdes O8O sponsorship for chitldren m formal schoals

&J While providing reany services for ai impoverished popukitdon, AAES \ serving the bagt areas, three AAEY educativnal pragrams teges ihe

f"i’ sets its sighis on educsting the adelescent girl, since it s at this age that adelesceny gich the Home School program, the Condensed Conrse, and

,\% basti girls (bovh Mndu and Mushin) drop our of school in large numbers. Jyen “Light”). The Brst vwo were subsidized by OS€ spill-over™ Hinds

s

%
s

AARS declares s oission statement that educating the adolescent thit one currently funded by other meansy, while the fast s spousored by a
Mushin givl 1s a primary means of advancing, over the long term, a

private Mindu donor az approsimarcly $450 3 pear.
destitiee and iHiteraw communiey, for 8 Tierate woman will have o smaller

‘The Home School program, st seartod bn 1ggz with four schools,
fammily, bave grester health awareness, and will edueate the children she
wit hear. Is programs are geared toward different types of basti families,
which vary in degree of botl income, as well as conservative views with
regrare b wern e,

offers non-formal education avthe primary level (Classes 14}, Including
Hrepacy, vocations! training b strching eratts, and health information o
girk ranging i age from srownd 12 re 15, Also providing aon-formal

education, the Condensed Course waches Classes 510 In three years,

The reasons for the high deopout rate &t puberty for a girl are many. An the end of which the ghrls can take the State examinarions as privae
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candidares i Urdy or Bengall, Both Home Schond and Condensed Course
syllabi are based on Sty guidelines for formal sehools, and neither
inchdes religious nstruction 1o the Quran. Jyas, staned in 1995, offers
the mp-rapiteg givs v Class § from focal formal schools special assis-
ranee with Brglish In Sunday clesses, as well as Spancial assistance once
these givks go on w college after thelr Class 1o Stare-fevel examinarions.
The Home Schools serve the poorestungd most conservarive of Musling
dammstion, and are raeght ustsally i thelr own homes by young women wheo
are themaelves troan the bosh and who have at least g Class vo-level frmal
gducation. After acuring a “guorem” of ten girls from her immediae
netghboriiood, the “weacher” approaches the FAR, which then offers her a
thres~day tmining i 4 prisary-level syllabus based oo State puidelines.
She reaches Home School five days & week, three hours 2 day—wizh
quilzes, ssaignments, skits, and repors w the FABR--at 2 salary of around
$& per menth (s of zoo2). Deapdre a neaely 40 percent drop-out rate, this
schems has been rebutively successful, sinog adelescent pirds do nevhave
risk badnar by leaving their peighborhoods w walk thirough the crowded
and public koes of the bastl o go to co-edurational Munieipal schools.
fnstead, they are taught by an “older sister” whom their pazents kuow well,
i the sate sancnan of her home,
in Flome Sohood sessions thar T have aetended, several young givks wobd
e that they wanted 1 go fargder pwd complete their edueation unel Grade
1o at feasn, though they were raalistio in thelr doubss that they would get
that far, However, they said, even some leracy would st least gat them
Betier hushands, and they would make beter wives. The girls of Jyot,
already in fonmal schools and from more progressive, supportive, and (for
somel refatively betier-off famdlies than those in Home Schools, were
ambitious in thelr declarations to me about “being someons,” They
rerteraved oo e thelr shouk, or “desive.” for an education, “w stand on
cheir v feen ® They wansed o work set in an office, perhaps, since this
ivvedved working slongside men, bt becoming teachers, an “appropriam”
feaf

fon i thetr faomily's eves for Muslim women wday, Seme, howsver,
spoke of thelr ambition w be seronautical engineers, or doctors. [ have
heen annhle w alk personally widy the argey Condensed Course clagses,
but & geseral guestion wo the giels as w whether they liked being in sehool
aued Ha they want wo finish the course, slicired smiles and neds. Mowever,
the FAR workees informed e thay fw last the course, but some b or

SLHIEITRA SAMANTA

three girls do manspe o ke the Glass 1o State examinations privatety,
MNome, so far, bave gous on to college, in the years the program has beey in
SuistEnCe,

Chs the plas side. . ..

Giiven the size of the population being assisted, its exgreme poverty, and
not least, the difficuls culrural terrain thay AAESIFAR have had o negotiae
in their agenda for community improvement, the fullenving figures from
Annual Reports over 1gob through 2007 sagiest, B my view, s0ue success.
From ntoe BCOD centers reported in vgo7 (with an average of thiro chil-
drenin each), the 2oog Repor lses eighteen centers, Jyotl grew from seven
wirls In 1903 to twenly-seven in zo0l, and stands st tweagy-four girls in
1ooz, CF these, ren are in college (aon2), and two bave gone on 1w study for

the Masters Degree in Polidea! Scienee gt Caleutea Unlversity. One Jyou gird
has eompreted hev Certificars in Nursing conrse and is fooking for work,
The other givls are proparing for the Class Ten State sxgmination in Spring
2003, The Condensed Course program, witich, bad around thiny-Hve girls
i in i sged, presenthy has eighty.

The Home Sehool program increased in nimbey frowy dee Arse fous in
tggz, at the incepton of the progeem, o Bftees in 1997, dropped m
thireen in 1908, then to wn in 1000, and curtently stands at tvelve {z002).
[t bears mentioning here that AARS had told me, even in rqoll, that it
wished 10 expand the Home School program with fimds independany of
C8C, slnce I felr that dhis program served the needs of the basn's especiatly
poar and conservative families. 1o summer togg Dapplied on AAES behait
o non-profit, universine-based organizadon i che USA thas funds ndlan
NGOs' development programs with small grames, § then spoke personally
on the Home School prograrm Lo the members of & branch of the organiza-
vien, This grant came duough In 2002, oasicipation, and on the assur-
ance that fresh funds were available, 4 sumber of voung basti worsen have
came forward o tegch, evidently with enough students from their neigh-
borhwods eager wo learn, Upon receipy of the frst installiment of the grans
i Huly zoo three new Hotne Schools have been started, with & weal of
frfteen Home Schoods planned by Seprember 2002, Lam wdd thar another
five sehools are planned 1o open by the end of 2003,

A survey (Swaraf 2ooo) of nvp hundred funilies 2t the baty, under the
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cakggory “Bducational Stagus,” shows higher raves of aitendance at the
tirmoad) primary, middle, and high sebool levels oy CSCraponsored
chiildren, though actual graduarion rases for boys stands at o8y pervent,
and 0.0 percent for girls. Under “ilierecy,” C8C-sponsored fandiies
showy, for siblings of sponsared children, bovs rating ar 8.88 pereent and
ribls ar 12,0 pevvent. This compares Gvorably with noa-CS€ sponsored
tprbites, where bovs show o el higher Hiteracy rawe ab 14.23 percent
andh gheds av18.6q pereent. The Survey concludes that girls i general show
foweey rates of Heevacy than boys in both C8C and non-QSC-spotsored
children, though in general the former shews higher rates of attendance in
sehool than the atter. The Survey auributes the higher dropout rate among
nan-8C children w grearter poverty and general lack of awareness of the
vitlue of education.

Under other gategovies such as “Health Seatus,” the Survey consistenty
shows that in O8C-spoosored families the knowledge of the mather about
hesalth, ared family planning compares Svoraldy (hy g0 percent more)
weith moneO%

¢ Famnilies. On the subjest of nutrition, however, the former
show @ 45 perwent inorease I swareness, Both kinds of families are aware
af imnunization drives for tuberculosis, diphtheria and polio, and huve
partvipated aF cainps organized by AAES
Anpcentive, repeated for me by both the plrls in the different educa-
tonal programs, and by one intelligent and artiveiate eightecn-vear-old
givh, Mawla, is the intveasing community respect for the lterate, educared
Mgl woman. I the eyes of the conmumunity, not only can she make for a
better wite and mother, but she can also give back w her community and
contribute o i advencement and dignity, OF duee comumunity women
wihe worked for AAES snd with whom | bave spoken at lengeh, Shahnaz
has a Masters degres in Ishimic History, and Samiva has a Bacvalaureste
degree, both achieved as privame candidates ar Kobkata Universicy. (Nayla
afd0 acguived ber B.A. degree since | first spoke with her in w98, These
WL, [n recounting w me their e stories and strugales t petan
education, sbserve that they serve today g8 role models for the young gisls
of the bustd {Sarmania 2oo0). | have seen for myself the bnmense rERpect
that especially young bastt giels have for them, and the estesm in which the
conymuinty holds chem, in general, None of these young women benefited
by the €50 sponsorship program temsebes, but cortaindy benefired as
warkers for AAESIFAR In the C8C scheme, Their stories speak of an
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eduration achieved at considerahle personal cost, bath fuameial, and i
resis of responsibilities w ailing Sonily or yotasger stblings, of ghscond-
tng farhers, of pressures to drop out of schood, and 1o marpp-—bur also of
rare suppentt frove 2 Father, @ mother, or even a broder-inelaw. However,
they also speak of remarkably determined and wothvated young women
fighsting considerabie adds. Here, in briet, ave thelr srones,

Shahmaz described ro me ber infoal terest in becoming & dogior,
shwariesd by har father's retirement, subsequent fnancial hardship, and
dhew Gits Hiness. Her older brothers were unsupportive of the family, bur
her father's unwavering support for the educaroaal ambitions of kis
Gvorive chidd, and her own high motivation resulied in 2 Masters degree in
islanic History Her obvious inelligence aud efficiency were notesd at
indtial jobs, lesding to her present position as sendor social worker a

Shre ook g stand against dowry, and selectod her apouse (then a2
G55 They married oo, and aoe now the parests of 4 gor.

Mavla, +# when Lmet her in 18, tughs Home School while fintshing
cotlege (with suppost from hey nlder brothers and mother}, She was
eloquent in deseribing o me her effers w reach her “vounger sisters” in
the bass, that her own aspirations o an eduestion, despite many hardabips
(fike an abweonding fatber, & handicapped younger brother, and Hnancial
hardship) were an inspiration to them, Indeed, she reminded her seudents
frequently of her ewn motivations, struggles and achicvements. She twe
votrk 2 stand agalist dowsy—

she was married without ong, though her
spouse was selected for her, After her murriage Nayla et for bor fus-
band’s home b Bombay, where, Tam told, her in-hewes do net peradt har
iy wereh,

Samiyx's farher abandoned the ety wheo she was by Clasg g With
suppostive mother, alder sister and brother-in-law she comploted her
Bachelor's degree and found work ar AAES in the Sponsor Relations
Dreparmment, translating sponsered children's letrors e Baglish aod
entering dats into compoers. She broke off her engagament 1o a young
pxan, whom she had chosen, when his mother demanded dowry, and made
dsparaging remarks about her for working i an office with men,

For the community’s women in general, social workers, as well s
outsiders to the community aote ks advancement. During & *Safe Mother-
bered ™ progran in the sumaeer of 1008 [ was impeessed by the large
nirnout of bastl women, both voung and old, a8 well as their confident
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pavtichration in that public svene. When selled upon; some women came
ugr o the mlgrophone e vodes thelr svses—sometiing secial workers
commented wpon as being unbeard of even a fow years ago, wher hasti
Musiims had refused o sven allow them (ellow Muslims) o thelr

()
Environment Day” o the commpnity's wamen, and arging girls fo sty in

nemes. CGenesaily, while speaking ateveniy as "safe Motherbood™, or

sehool, o be aware of their health needs, to wark roward a funee, | have
been plegsantdy surpeised by the inmslligen

e ST TS PSS
from some young girls in the andience, So, in vesponse to my question

ol summer the PAR's social workers esoorred me o Salma's clean
though sparse one-room home (the shared kiwhen and wilet were out-
side). We sat on the single large bed s | talked o the gird abour hey edu
caticaal aspirations, while her mother, is weloome, offered me s coid soda
and sweers, ar some espease wo s Gorily. Al vequests for oy address in
the US4 and in Kollava were firmly refused by my escorts, by USC rales, o
preven personal requests by sponsered fanilies fov more money from
denars, This limired our conversation w my questions about what Salei
liked best at schood, and, from them, guestions sbout sy aged farher in

Kobkara (hut [ could norrell them wherg he lived), what waork Tdid in the
354, why did | have just the one deughrer, and what she was doing. Salma
hasel s atbas at hand, and ¥ showed the fumily where | livad i the USAL

whether they felt that gieks would achieve equality with boys, one young
b reteered sharply that there was far mo go. Another gir observed that it

wias all very well w exbor them o take care during pregnancy when, in the

%?*; exventded families they would have wo lve with after marriage, the mother- They knew it was very fag wway, they said.

&%i el was ignorant on such matiors, A third, looking direetly ar her Acrording to U5C guidelines, child and sponser must corresyond a

;,_3% rrentdeer in the audience, asked that parents give thelr schoob going least onee every forty-five days or so. | read with intemest, wver the years, the
»:@4}; daughters more support at keme, 2t least on par with their brothers. | see srigtnal ferter from Salima to e in Bergali as well ag the reguired English
% girls parricipating b such events now enact skits on the value of women's sranslation done by the “Sponsor Relations™ Departmant at the FAB offce.
B educanon, reciss postry and sing songs composed by both Hindu and T angwer 1o my questions, she wrote about her fuvoriie subjecs n school,
52@% Mustim poets, and cerdently, feel 2 degres of comforn and confidence when her fnterest in embroidery and handwork, and e four best friends.

Z;%:?;i appeszing i public, asked how she was doing in school, how was her Gandly, and somatinas
& added comments on the weather 71 ks very onld and there s snow averny-

abma, my sponsored child where™}, and what my daugbrer was dotng. On eccaston, ©sent phogo-

graphs—nat of ney home {since | leltconsiderable discomtort at the

iy

P i : - . . : . . N . .

i%fi’; After inital vquiries inm AARS s work 1n rpoy, and the role of CSC in Qs . abwious disparity in wealth bevwren Salma's home and tainel, burof

] programs, bwent o G807 head office in the USA in 1908, and selecred o ; rayself ot w park with my dog, or my fundy assembled avonad the Christ-

spowsos z gk, Salme, from the community that AAES serves, Interested (n was bree fwith the gifts hidden from view bebdnd us)-—generally picmres

k% tigs and fotlowing the educardonal path of a gich childfrom 4 of carefislly neutral vontent, On my reguest, CSC deducted small cash giits
] Sabma, then thirteen, seemed to me from my eredit card for Salma's birthday, snd st Cheistaas, for which she

L

partieularly sppropriate from both perspectives. She is the fourth of eight senk e appropriate “thank veu” fetters, Ones every Gorober the PAR seut

2
o i oy oo b Femon b oie e - . X . f . ;

% chitdren in ey fmily. Two alder sisters, zround ages Afleen and sixteen in me Salma's report card, roowhich Dreplied appropriaiely, with encourage-
s g, whe preceded ber brather snd berself i age, had been pulted our of : ment, o with 2 query about a low grade and what problems she was faciog
%s;, favmal sehool by grade six, and were zssisting their mother with house- : at sehool,

e

hebdd chores, while vhe famnily sought & bridegroom for the oldest girl. At Salma’s older slster's wedding cand reached me wo lae, aad 1 found out

the tme, the wage-earning family sembers incinded o fifteen-vear pld about the event only after I met Sadma in Kelkary in the surmmer of 2000,

prothier, who had dropped ourof sehoot and was working illegably, biging a Her father sar sflently ina corner of the room during that visis, and { could

s

e

FHROT, 38 4N apprentics mechanic at 4 car-repaiz shop.s The father aor guite read the discombort | sensed in the family. [ assumed that they

performed uncerrain wage labor st 2 monthly bicome of arvend $20. In

S
s

Frad, ke roost other basti Muslims, paid some dowry o the grocom, and
bt oy B

e

st S e o |
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were i especially difficult Snancial stealis-—but L could o ask this
delivaie question, of even ¥ Edid, expect & muthful angwer, since dowry is
an illegal practice. Gifering money divectly to the Fanily was 0ot an oprion,
shree casly was not approved by £

rwbes, so @ sent some money after |
vemrned o the USA shrough officisl chunoels as a wedding giff for Salm’s
siwter, In the {ollowing summer of 200, [ & se0ry tornmeon 0 the lves of
yeouny girls i thie based, L was Informed by the FAR workers that Salma's
vigter had deliversd a sultharn child within a vear of her marrage. She had
Been gast out by Ber In-lows and husband, and was now again with her

parends. That vear, due w iy ows poo beabtdy, wes able w meer Salma
bt anice, briefly, ar the PAB offics, And i the fizst such fewer from her
after 1 remurned o the USA, Lwas muched by ber expression of regret that
shie had not been alsle to speak whar was in bey heart” when we had met
s Briethy, Chis ks the only lewer over the vears that offered more than
eenseral informanon about her e in school and at home—it contained 2
piea. |reeread that hoe

in beth the Bengali and English versions of her
letter-—though much more emotionally expressed o the former—and
regretted the constrains o donorrecipient relations that were bulls in by
€50 rules. | replied tha we would ceralnly speak when we met the
fudlowing year. | had ratked with ather “sponsored” giehs at the bast, and
knew of the many forces that worked against thelr pursuing their edoca-
rian beyvoryd Class B-—financial, and (2 related matrer), the pressure o drop
out of sehoa ansd o marey. D wondered whether Salma wanied o el me
aboue these pressures on ber, and if she was secking my support. We
contmned o correspond, again in carefully censored und moniored lesers
Frowm ber, and my swa biand letters in response, sxpressing mberest and
coneern for the child snd her family Dut saying Hule more of substance.

After Seprember 11

trermeddiaeely after the wreost atseks ou New York and Washington on
Seprember vy, 2001, T received cancerned e il from social workers s
AAES, aoweell @5 s Seorptary asking about my wellare and that of my
fanuile. [ rephied saving that we lived af some distance from the atscks,
g the pation lself was b stare of shook and griefl ln Decomber
FICORY

declared us insendions of phasing out its support for AAES—
fearned of this in a despaizing and private e-mall from g social worker ar

SUVCHITRA SAMANTA
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the FAR i Pebruary zooa. Soon atter Seprember 11 India declared its
support for the USA 0 the “war on terver,” and 1n Getober 2ot the USA
lngnched its mblivary campaign in Afghanistan, drivieg the Taliban from
power. Several wrroeist sstacks perpetrared tand clalmed) by Bslamic fun-
damentalists in vhe staze of Kashmin following Seprember 11, au attack in
December zoot on the ndian Parltamieny in Delhi, and, o Jasuary zooa,
the gunning down of five Indian policemen guarding the American Hbeary
w Kotkata, resolred o the loss of many Hves
sonngl, pa

of perrarisis, secuity per-

amilitary forces, policomen, and civilians, Then, in Febrouary
2002, after Mustime burned slive ge Godhra ailwey seation n Gujarat state
some Afty-eight Hindu ker seeaks, radics! elements of the 818 party, and
Hindas in thaer staze revaliared with the brovad stoughrer, over three days,
of neurly & thousond Mushims, itwas my wes 1o entil my ends a1 ARES
asking i that Jargely Mustin paroof Kolkate was calm, and if they were saft,
Dracereed no response 1o my question, tor did [ hear any further ahout
CH0s withdrawal undl | met the social werkers in person, in Kolkara in
May zoor. Av s e India and Pekistan were contioniing each ather
acrass the borders bevwoen che two counsries on tie rerrorsm and
Kashroir issues. & mithon sokdiers faced off as polivcians threasoned the
nse of thelr respective nuckear arsenads, and the medic estimated the
possibde number of deaths should this corme to pass. The USA snd the
intgrrational corppinity serambled w diffuse the siuation while also with
difficulty artempsing o define the various "terrorisms” #t fssue for the
UBA, for Pakistan, and for Indiz. Various bighly placed American diplo-
s visited e subcontinen in lune, asking bodia o back down, They
atso hebd Pakisean 1w account for harboring the “militanis” who were
crossing lnwe tndian serribore--a vather tentative hodding to acoount, in the
Indian view, since the USA peeded Pakisran's sssistance with (s own war
aerass the Afphanistan border.

Tir chiis context of Bgh rension and general anti-Muslim senriment in
India in the summer of 1002 | emtered, with considerable trepidation, the
croweded and narrow streess of the bas, Fwas obviously recognizable as a
Hindu woman, despive the safiar-kameez | alvetys wear, with dupatta (scarf)
carefially draped across my chess, i the syle of vhe women social workers
of AAES. [ found the FAR head office wousually empry of people, and
darker {in the daytie), since Hghes wers switched off, than [ rememmbered
it From the vear before. The workers informed me, atshis tme, snd wmy
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consternation, ot 080, while officially declaring that it would phase out
is suppast ithus, over g few vears—bad now, suddenly, by word of mouth
and ot (yer) i writing, nformed AABS thar ivwould wi thddraw forehwith
as of Seprember 35, 2007, | heard that several workers had abresdy been
Lad off tn anicl pation of CSCTs withdrowal, and indeed, did porsee mamyd
hadt seen the vear before. 1p an already depressed iob marker, especially
an wnremnnerative ares such as Social Work, they asked where could they
fired work ar such shert potice. The Project Manager az the FAB. 3 Hindu,
whe had come to this position from anether city In ordey o be nearer Bis
ave e his card, with & request for help in finding work,

abling Eather
Whare doss this leave the spensored children, 1 asked. Wha pays fog them

1 congine i sehood?

T sacial workers wold rve that they were now [o the difficulr struaton
of having tr tefise ceruln sesviees 1o spunsorad childeen and theix
families, without hetng able 1o provide sdequate explanation shaut why
they were having o do so. After some sisieen years of CSC support, a
sudden cessation of assisrance was, understandably, causiag rumblings in
the st compsaity—hat the workers” bands were ded. As one wotker
shserved 1o me, how coukd O8O justify abrapily shuzing down & long-torm
project Hivokving assiszanee thy an especially destione and congarvanive
commrunity? Did it nos rake into secount &t what point such g project hadl
begun s effores, the inumensity of the problems ar Bened at that vhime? was
alse toid taat soon after the "war on terror” had been declaved, and after
v LA had cafled For world-wide sction against terverists, Section 144 of
el Iphian Penal Code was declared in the Musicipal wards where ARES
aperates, forbidding, by law, public congregation. indian police, T was
told, had arrested some young Mushm men on oo charges. | asked
some senior social workers bluntdy if C8C's abruptwithdrawal could be
atrihuted o the fion thar AARS was o Musiim NGO, warking in a Mustim
comrunity. They fooked mway From me, with downeasteyes, and sad,
fe. They implied that they

quietly sad with hesitation, thay it was po
would not discuss the mareer farther. Thelr silence, as |read i, spoke
vislumes for an experience of poverty, minority status, and struggte that

[ oo matled G50 in the USA, asking for an enplamation of their withdrawal
from AARS. A e-mail in teply directed me v inquire at £8Cs head otfice
i South fndia. Before T conid do so, kowever, sl within a few days, C8C

SLICHUTRA SAMANTA

iz e-roadled e thenrselves with the beief informagon that w bad sup-
perted AMES Tor sixpeen years, amd was now withdrawing bevause the Fro-
feet had been inetBeienty managed. Lreplied I 8 sentence, amd with some
anger, that Fwould canced my oredit card payment when they pulled out,
However, it bears mentioning that over the years § had beard several
complaints from social workers not only abour their long work howrs and
low pay (less than C80 requirements), but also abeur the gap berwesn the
vision of the community leaders who inspired and drove such 2 projece,
and the execution of thar vision in read verms. There was, for example, a
smow-fred Project Manager wheo &d not “go o the Beld™ to oheck on bastt
conditions for himself. A Hindy

wial worker, in one Family Healih
session T anended, advised women of the benefits of 2 sioall Bundly, and of
tubal ligature procedures, since men might, and did, refuse ro wear
condems. A worin could not go o heaven if she had had this procedure,
sabd one woman. To this the social worker replied thar i would not maner
since she woukd be dead anyway! The woman b guestion replied coure-
erusly that she could not go against her beliefs, The subject was dropped,
ard this impasse remained onmsolvad, atleast at the Bme. | kept my
prkvite views on this

ceial worker's ignovance and srrogance o mysell In
zao | found werkers at the FAR worried because 2 farpe surm of CRT
donation money was sitiing in the barrk and sor bebng allocated with the
promypragss C8C expected—and CSC was threstening to take it back. (This
situation was expedited and resclved). Indeed, given a large popudation
within which the AAZS/EAR work, it is 2 facr that these comumuniny-basesd
weorkers kack general managerial skills for dealing with 2 pour and consor-
vatlve communiy, despize periodic walning programs offered by C8C. The
ehaege of “inefficient management” s, thus, s my view, undeniable. Itis
alaa, tin oy view, budeinw the kind of problems that AAES deals with.

I che sequence of ovessts, within very few days of my indtial eomail 1o the
CSC oftices b the USA, an officlal from CS5C India showed up at the AAES
office in Kolloata, and, in the wards of the social workers, practically foroed
the Froject’s agreement writlng thar it agreed o the CSC pulbons. My
friends speculared that possibly my e-mnail by the USA had prompred such
guick actdon on C80's part. We had no way of knowing this for a faer, of
TS,

in the summer of 2cou, as sbways, § brought a gift of costume jewebry for
Sabma, whe wid me with sorvow st she had Frited Clags ¢ due e ilness,
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she “didn't ko what had happened, she bad studied, even the friends she
b hefped with their studies bad passed the exarns. but she hado't” ~and
would have to repeat the year. § learned nothing more, probably because
her moher stood heside her, However, she wid me, with enthusisen, thar
she had joined the National Cadet Corps (similar w the Army Reserves in
i LAY, where she would learn to vide horses, wse guns, and wear
uniforms, She argued beartily with the BAR workers whien they tried
dissuade her from rhis vensure, on the grounds that it would detrace frem
her schoed performance, and, morsover, held ne funure for g Mushi giel of
her Fumily background, § sapported the gird, on conditien thar she didn'r
neglect her studies. and we left it there, When Lmet her again, just befbre |
A, she was pursitiog ber interssts in the NOU, and preparing

ief tor the
for another vear of Class Nine,

Whan | returned at the end of fuly o the USA, Tound a long form lester
from CSC, dated July 2ooz, waiting {oe me. Te thanked me for iy suppott
for Sabma over the vesss and informed me that C5C was ending s affilia-
G with AAES by October zooz because of AAES “administrative difh-
cutties,” and thar alrhough C5C had idenufied problems and amempred 1o
awsizt AAES, the Larer had not resolved s difficulties. CSC could noy, thus,
“in good CORSCRNCE CORTIDUE 358istance 1 the project.” The lewer then
listed the services provided with CSC asststance o AAKES over the sixteen
years, and in fidrpess, |offer the fgures as they cite these i the lener:
7,0 children given a head start in chebr sducation through the BCOD
st

peogram; 2,000 children whe Bad, because of CSC sponsorship, st
in school and completed middle sehool: 200 children who had comgpleted
Bigh schoeol: e promotion of Home Schools snd the Condensed Course

for adolescent girks, 1o the area of health a conamunity clinde and & repro-
ductive and child health elinie bad been organined, aloug with 2 health
swaretess program 1o logal sehools; 1 poe children who had completed
vpcatonal naining and were now self-emploved, while 82 girls bad re-
pedved HUTSING training i assoviaton with St john Ambulance Association.
in conclusion, | was thanked for the start in life that my sponsorship
had given Salma, xad thay CSC assistance would now be targated toward
left AAES In

wehiey “strugphng communities” in india, Fnally, when C
Crerober T would be introduced e “the special voungster” who would be
“selected” fov iy consideragion, sisee T would no longer be spensoring
Salma. 1 called the C5C hewd office in the USA and mformed them that

was canceling my sponsorship.

SUCHITRA SAMANTA

%
%

inanaveer 1o my quesrion, what hes the CSC withdrawal mesnt for
AAES, ¢ September 2o0r el fom Shabnae wfbrmed me thay most of
the CSC-suppormd BCCD centers wonld be discontinued ar the end of the
month, thowgh g few would continue by charging students mopthly fees.
Caneeling such “awareness” programs as Safe Motherhood, HIVIAIDS,
Malnusrition Prevention Camp, Fanily BEducanon, Reproductive and Child
Health programs, the Detection and Provention of Developmental Disabili-
ties, she continned,

will effect directly on the fiving standard of Bustee prople. Because

Women won's gee access heabth facilides free of cost. Secondly thefr

biving standard will be rampaged [si) due to low inveme of family.
Adotescent Giels will be depeived w acguire adequate knowledge on
Family Life Eduearion.

The same e-mail nowd tha nine feld workers had lost dhelr jobs g5 of
April zooz. The jobs of minateen sooal warkers, including thay of the
writer, wouhd end In Seprember 200z -—they had already recejved rrmina
tien fetiers. The e-maidl ended ou 4 smali ray of hope, however, 23 an Area
manager far C8C, India, had agreed o meet with ASES in Ourober pooa in
order o discuss the possibitity of entending the project for thres more
marths with Hmied statf. For this SC India wag walting te get permis-
sion from their American headquanzes. Been as D worked on this paper
another e-mail informed me thar there was silence from CSC Ludia, thae
the extension was obviously not comning through, and thar Shahaaz and
her husband (the parenss of 2 one-vear old child) were in danger of losing
their jobs with AAES, A subsequent e-mail nformed me dhat both were
waorking ar hatbpay, The kaest e-mail (March 2003) informs me that
Shahunar’s busband s pow auteOwork, Ay Darite, Samiya too (s out of
work, but makiog ends meer by working arassisting a relasive at his
business, and selling Hfe insurance,

Crher developments and bncidents of note that appear alse o periain to
the fattout of Seprembaer 11 and the werrerist anacks i India-—thougl |
kenow Hele more about them than what | was told-are thar the Hindu
sponsor of the Jyor program has, without explapation, refused 1o make an
appearance. AABS's Secretary personally ohserved w ine, “the person wha
abways stood beside me is suddenly o longer theve.” Sinee the Jyon
rOgram contnuey, T am assummng thar this sponsor has oot pelled our his
financial assistance. And, curiously, three prane checks for the Home
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Sehool program from the USA failed to arrbve #t the AAES's office, though
thiey hawe had no problem receiving other mail The feeeh, sent wo another
acddress entirely in Kotkata, and picked up by hand—fsally has reached

A

I have, with the withdrawal of C3C, oo Instimeional means of paying for
Salma’s education after Seprember 2002, After the Torm ferter, | received a
phove call from the U580 head office, since *1 bad been e mailing people
there. ™ { reatized quickly that she person asked o speak with me wonld
affer Hrtde by way of answers, angd that this appeared to be & apvempt at
damage contred, given that §, a sponasor, was asking questions., Tasked
cather briskly how eoudd Snance Salma’s educartion annl at least (dass 1o,
(Leaving her with cash by Band, as [ coutd have done wheit met her this
vear, 15 ot feasible, sinee the money would almost certainly have gone
weet the needs of & Lirge and poor famly, and notbeen used for Salma’s

school costs) | racelved no reply 1 my query. In the meantme, [senta

e larger casl gift dhan D usually send, while C5C was stil] in place, with
special instuctions thas the money be spent on “school costs” alene. Fold
AAES sovial workers that] weuld not agose w be “oransferred” ro another

nee L made my concerns

child, since this raised ethical quesdons fr me
about Saima clear while Dwas (n Kolkaa, T have beon assured in a recent e-
tnadh by the Serretary of AARS that sponsored children, including Salma,
will e *looked after” with regard 1o her schooling, as will ber rwo older
sistprs iy Mome Schoeds, and thag “dezails woukd be sent” 1o me, While his
mention bs oredivable, will wait 1o see how he will accompslish such a
tasl, and fram where he will gon che fands 1o put soune 550 children
throwgh fermal school nos thigt C3C funding has been withdrawn,

In conclusion, some ronies . ..

2} The spomsor-child relanonship

i coneluskon, several guessions come Lo mined, First, Bow may we under-
syand the collaboration- relationship ~between charitable, voluntary
agencies like C80 and homegrown, community-hased arganizations like
SAESY O8C
iveh as focusing on ona sspect of 2 communings needs, and assisting

i not, as |see i, implementing development programs so

particular and related programs. So, CHC uses the money of donors o fund
the schaod and health needs of ebildren [n the communiny AAES serves—

HEICRIIVRS BAMAMTA
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with the NGO then ssing the “spillover” of funds for other programs.
What has been problemaric is the dlsfumenare, after gl beoween G800
claiss o assist poor children in @ Mustin community, and its sudden
withadrawal.

CHOTS relerhons in the USA, as 1t seeks spossors for children across the
waorld, almeost abways porteay the appealing fice of 2 child, usually of color,
against a background of poverty. As an doo-telephong number agpears on
the television seveen, the funseen) spealer sppeals to the charit of the
petential donor, to make & differencs in the life ofan impoverished child.
MNewsleters that 1, 48 a sponsor, received, pffered “spomser news” where
such a person travels wosee “his® or “her” child, then writes about the
circumstanees in which the ohild and ber Gmily Hve: “The father . . cws

rock st of the earth for ¢ lving, often working in 1y [degree] hear. D
sponsorstip dodlers doubled the father's income.” Or, again, "the family
af five lved in two ropms smaller than the average Ameriesn bathroon”
The thrust, however, of such persenal stories is on t joy and gravtude
with wihich sponsors are received, how the children fall asleep intheir
arras, and in geneval, the warmeh of that encouzeer for the sponsor, i the
child benefits by her love and money, the sponsor coaps her rowards in the
child's grazitude and fove for her Mailed requests for funding eenphiasize
the power of love in the e of o child: “yow can Belp change the life of
girl on boy who needs a caring person [ike you to give them g brighter
tarnerow.”

L the light of fund-raising cempabgns that dghltiphs the themes of love
and generosity on the parr of the sponsor, and the e loug bead benveon
sponsor and child, what | found “ew the ground” was complex, O the one
hand, as | have described above, the money that reached the AAES drough
50 undoubtedly had, over vears, conicrete and positive results for g poor
community. The voluntary dooanon by s Amerivan to @ ohild far away did
pay {or her school and health costs. T adso halpod her Eanily wish theiy
medical needs, and helped siblings with noa-formal education, while the
“spill-over” helped w fund other programs for the cormmunity at large. 1
alser found thar since C8C dees not limit sponsors 1o the reguired monthly
amount of sround $2+, some spensers would, Dwas whd by AADS, send
checks of several hundrad dollars w thely ohild {possibly out of generosity,
but perhaps also as a ta write-off ). Trasslared w rupees, this amounied
pringely amenints for a bassi family, caustng rifts with much poover neigh-
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Bors, g angry queies w FAB wirkers from other sponsored families that
did noe recere such bowmnry why they were being loft our—or, were FAE
warkers simply keaping thelr moaey fromt them? Where such monerary
assistanee should, at best, help members of 2 community become setf-
suskalning, such excessive generosiy also resuleed in families giving ug on
warking altogesher and becoming dependent o sponsorship mauey.
Rechprocal feelings of love and gratitude on the part of the child w s
spangor wers alro actively encouraged by the workers at especially FAE,
which was dizectly responsitie for managing the CSC funds and allocating
these o the sponseeed children, However, whes L, 2 sponsot. have re-
quested 3 masting with “my? child, 2t any thme, L was either escorred w ker
hawme by social workers—if this was where T want 1 meet her——or
mex her anthe BAR office in their presence, never by myself. These peaple
‘;mﬂz}ﬁv pl‘r}tf‘\"if“d me fmm any reaf comtact with the chifd and ber

a'in.sziren 5 !_cmrs, as lmw;". smd; e.o.:u}.ﬁe-r, were (g}mmmed and cmm}md 50
that the sponsor was pot faced by demands thar might have put ber off. As
the FAR workers wld me often, the donation by vohmusry, and the sponsor
sasn choese to withdraw her meney i offended by excessive demands, This
rakes for a ruther strained meeting, 10 My oW eXperisnce, every tne,
Ihis is especially so because the ehild has, 1 have seen, au image of the
“spopsor” not anly as benefactor but also as wlimate recourse i the fase
of rhe many obstacles she faces, She Hves In circwmstances whers the
sporser offers hope for a berrer future, on the pae hand-—and many
factors that can dash thae hope swiftly, on the other, For example, one
sponsored girl declared passionarely to me thae she would write w her
spemaor about the pressures ber families were bringing ro bear on her. She
desperately wanted 1o stay in scheol, since she saw eduaton as the only
way cut of her 1ifs cleaning and washing clothes in middle-class bomes.
(e failed i thls, and was marvied oft by her Susly within a vear of hey
declarmtion 1o me). b recall baving attended, in 198, 2 Sunday moening
progeam where sponsered children learned songs and dances. They
petfirmed these tor me, and Dwas surprised w heay, ncluded within
rradizionat and popular songs, and composed paeans w e Sponsoe” and
o wonderfiel e or she was i the Hfe of the child. | realized in what bigh
esteam the basti's children, and thely femilies held therr American sponsorn

LG ITRA SAMANTA

1

Childru, some arovnd fve vears old, and young teenaged boys Hocked
arcasnd ooy my ows high suaes as *Sposson,” and in answer 1o oy
questions, declared thelr dreams of Farther educasion and 2 fatuee Ful] of
hepe amt opporunitg. [ noted avzhe tme In my journal bow wiched 1 had
beest by that bope, dhe innocence snd reuse with which it bad bean ex-
pregsed by these children, wad how unseifconsciously even the older boys
had sung thelr songs for me.

Fow exactly is the relationship between sponsor and child defined by
Q8¢C, Won the one hand its brochures and whethons bighlighs a charitable
“pry child” modf, even a He-dong bond? bs the child, once given a “start,”
then abandoned when CS€ pe-directs its offorms w another praject, other
children? Whar are the conseguenses of such sbandonment? & request for
flunds b 2 leser, daved fate i 2o03-—after O8O had withdrawn from
AAES-—highilghts the irony, Iis opening sentence avks:

Mave vou ever looked inre the eves of your child and wondered abour
wihat the furure holds? Whar college would be chosen? . | Mow, think
abous what vour child's Bfe raight be ke ifhe or she couldn s read or
write . . . think of how severely lmited opportusities would be for vour
chitd. . . . The lack of educaron feeds the cyele of poverty and breeds
poor health, crime, and eliimately the destruetion of communines.
With education, children have & chance 1o break the eycle of poveryy,
have a brighser futare and bevome productive, contributing members of
thedr communiges,

fvwas sobering, when asked w offer motvatienat words to Condensed

Course students in che summer of 200z, o ok upon the brighy, hopehul
faces of the young gitls, and w know what obstacles lay abead of ther—in
their desive for an educasion, and 2 begter life-—even in the 2157 contury,
and in a secular democracy. eeflocted thar those of ua more socially and
veonomically povileged have rarely had oeeasion to doube thay we would
bave opponunities and cholees, to hope bor bewter abwvays. The generosity of
3 distant stranger, an American, bad indeed gives the children of the hasn
hope-—1 had seen the promises of the twlethon campaigns scumily st work.

Yer, when 50 sasily lost i the wake of world eveats, how precious.is hope, |
thaughe, as [ wasched i slip oo the grasp of mmx&w e:fmidwu dx&mmg
of a bereer furuee tha the one tiwy had,
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by Eiberaning” Mushn women

i the years | have boen ohserving a home-grown, community-based
coganizaron ke AALS avwark, one that recognizes the realities 0w the
grousd that it must negotiate 1o be etfective, my own conclusions as w i
redusive success, o dute, suggest that it mokds those realities borh o
safeguard cultural beliefs and waditional norms, while also Srmly encour-
aging change. Such success ks quantifiakle up 10 2 poinn, in terms of
nymbers of children given a start o de, of numbers of children mmu-
aized, of more girls n schoots, both formal and non-formal. (owever,
siven the size of the population, T have found i diffioult o get consistent
Bigures on programs, where Annual Reports may list one setof fgures.
white a sockal worker may offer another), The qualitative changes are, |
thind, fess difficult to assess, and one may observe, over vears, such
change through women’s greater attendance 4 awareness mectings, their
willlngness to spesk in public, and the eritical tonunents of young girls
sgalnst the constraints they face In going an education.

Perbaps the wores social workars of the NGO best exernphify the model
By which AARS operates. In chelr salwar-kameezes, with dupatta draped over
their chests, (07 heads, in the vicinity of the mosgue), soft-spoken ver firm,
contained i movenent and demeanor, they are Mustim gitls themselves,
frorm the basti. 1t is theis subtle negotiation of wadition and modernity thar,
i1 pay view, places these young women in sich high regard in the bast.
They do vot, indesd cannet, espouse radics] change, for this would be
counter-productive 1 g conservative conumunity, Yoo they work persistently
oy effect change, and need to be undersiood within new opportunitics and
possihilities, and thas, changing definitions of the gendered seif'in
contemporary india. Fraditional pormes ave renegodated in terms of what is
possible foe a Musting girl from the bastt today, pushing at certain bound-
aries but retatning others, aceounting for thely status as role models for
other young girls.

Shahnaz, Nayla, and Samiva are women who bave achieved, through
their high fevel of mothvation and courge, some degree of sutonomy-—or
“liheradon.” Indeed, in 2 conuar of poverty, such auronomy might be seen
as a matter of neeessite—they needed 1o work, 1o conmibute s fhmily ang
fear thelr v pesds (such as paving for special turorial sssistance before
examinations:, They pushed the boundaries of purdal®™ a5 segregation, as
ey weant i coege, then wowork, where the Lanter requires working with

SLCHEPTRS SAMANTA
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men, and walking the peblic and crowsled bast lanws. Purdal, asserted one
woman tome, s “iside” onesell ¥interprer this vo mean thar modesty, @
central dimension of purdah, bs felt within oneself, something a woman is
responsibie for, and net a qualivy that may be imposesd upon har, Appear-
iy i pabshie, withour the burgu, does not necessarily, then, threasen this
erawial tenet for Muslim women—in this fterpretation, S, all thres
women suecessfully protested the insude of dowry, and made ceerain life
rhoices-

~about education, work, choosing a spouse, breaking an engage-
ment. In other words, each exhibited some degree of agency in the clroum-
stances of their lves, They defy—today—a conservitive communinss
criticismm of their unmadivdonal roles. At the same tine, most of the
community holds them in high esteem for exemplifving what is possible
forr other basi givls. ln my observations over the years, 1 doubr that AAES
wotuhd be as effective without these young women s its leaders and role
madels. Given what Parzicia ¥l Collins calls “multiple systems of
oppression” (1gg3), in this contexy those of purdal, dowry, and poverny, we
can arghe that these young basti womes have negetiated the appressive
instietions of patriarchy w advansage, sad fethered the ends of lbemton
and autonony within those parameters available to them {See alse Rahes
and Gold 19g4; leffrey aad Jeffrey 1g4). Current developipent strategies
have moved from esrly “welfare” models whees Thind World women wore

seen 1o "need” handonts of food, aad nutritonal counseling, to one of
women's “empowernment” {Ward 2003, 2395 But through self motivation
and determination, some young women of the basti have empowered
themselves, and now empower others of their comemunity, What i5 the
iremy, then, that & rhetoric of Tiberadion is applied only selectively ro same
Muslim women o the workd but withdrawn from others—when these
women had acrually achieved some degree of *Hbetion™ and ware
inspiriag other wormen mward that goal! When American assistance was
in fact addressing the issue of their (hsman; dghes o gey an education, o
wark, 1 better health?

ivis i the lighs of what T have personally heard from my friends at
AAES, and what ! have ohserved of AABSs efforts in the bastt over the last
fve sumpmiers thac L bgve been moved to write this paper, and to ask the
questions with which § now conclode. Why, almost imeediaely after
Seprember 11, ik C3C suddendy decideto sithdenw its sponsesship for
AAES, on which alarge and destituie Mustin community depended, and
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with barely o Tew mornhs’ notice? Why has the Hindo spossor of Jyoti been
unfortheoming? Why are checks sent from the USA wa Muslin NGO
mtssing? These are guestions wowhich Lean only surmise st answers, only
ameenpt st drawing connections between reoent workd events and thelr
fallout for the peopls of one Muslim basti in Bollara. T may reasonably ask, 1
thisk, why AAES was sllowed, sver years, 1 go lts “inefBoiens” way
witheus mors stringent OS8O guidelines. Why didnt O30 declare 1 tenure
Gy, Bifbeen voars of sssistance) st the supt? Thea A8ES would have
prepared for lts pull-oug, with less devastating congequences for the
sommuaity. s i enough w give g child *g stare in life” and leave hey with
broken deeams, mid-stream, after holding our that promise? Where a
comununity's leaders, with vision, foous on assisting s women to ake it
people forward, on what grounds can such an sbrape pull-one of sssis-

Where American charitable assistance for programs i me devetoping
wearkd appear 1o be av the mercy of political agendas, what are the chances
that @ -defined “vear on wrrer sabere pations collude-—will overlook
the desperation born of desdrugon of people whom natdons clatm as
cigizens, while simulsanecusly denying thera their riphis? 3 think that T may
reasonably conclude that such & “war on werrer® that ie Blind to the rquses of
a people's discontent, but that, ironteally, vants “women's advancement”
as onw of s goads, is doomed, in the long run, tw Gl ol counts, When
terft the Kolkats basit at the end of the swminer of 2902, the sounds apd
sights of despair and digeontens were audible, and visible. ¥

MOTES
Anknewls erviss wonbd ke wthank Hollins Universitg, Roanoke, Virginia,
for Facuder Develommeny Grants, which fmded three susmmer research profecss
in Kobkata over 1998-2006. Dwould aso Hke 0 thank the anonymous reviewers
at Meridians whose comments helped w0 give final shape to my paper,

. Previgusly "Caleutta,” U the staze of West Bengal n sastorn Tndi

3. Time Magaeine roon, Beeomber 3.

. Rogueke Times, zooy. March ¢

. Amesiean siudenas Diach are frequently taken aback when [ point oue chat high
razes of rape o he USS may be premised in idess abowr gender in the nulmre,
Likewise, more “exotls” ypes of vielenos againgt womon, such a3 Fomals
Qerdral Mutiation, of dowry murders oved 1o be underszood o erms of
digfterent cultaral provises, However, § find mepeatediy that the atrer kinds are
teighliatued b shele responses, asually preceded by "o these cultres .
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5. nead o be susplolous witen neat ouloerad foons are plastered Over
messigr bistovical and poditical narratives - (Abu-Laghed oo, 7o)

f, The Public Beport on Basic Bducation in budia (PROBE) observes that Tndia's
success wih higher edueation absouwres the Ber thar by the rogr Censis, oaes
theird of sl children ages 6-14 vears (23 million boys and 36 mullions givis}
were out of schaol: that less thag o percent of adults had complered eight
years of sehooling; and that half the country's population (6 percent woimes,
s 30 peroent men, aped seven and above) were diterare. Female Hioraoy rates
were lower i the ooty as o whobe sven than sub-Subaran Afeica (PROBE
199G

7. & basti s roore socurasely an “enplasned developanont® s an urben ares, less
peiorarive vhan “shua,” and the wem peeterred by basi-dwellers.,

8. The naemes of eeganiesthons aud Individualy have been changed w protect thedr
privagy, .

4. In o0z the sxehangy rabe swod aCaround $1 w0 Rupeey 50,

1, A comparative survey of C3C and pon-CSC~pomsared families under AAES
copducted i acon bots e forper o Sop chitldren over the age of § vears, 30a
males (4o peroened, il pry fernales (43 potcenty.

£r. Labvesr @ darge segment of Yrda speskers 0 che bastt, ondy 20 Urdu-medium
primary- bevel Munioipal sobools, and one Secondary sehood serve the Soo,ono
popukition of the toral bess arue i dhis part of Kolkaza, Senides tio vwo AAES
rus Mydu-medinm sehools st primary snd middle school levels, five other
privately vas Urdy schools offer education st the sevondary bevel While o
capeitsive by middle-cless srandards, these cost move thay the Municipal
sehools, gud ate boyosd che mentis of most bast people. Also, while the private
sehools offer different thnings for bows and for girls, the munjeipal selisels are
co-ssfueational, which deter sy basti Gasnilies from sending thelr adotesceny
dhanigge e thers,

2. Dndian Tave seqpuives a girl 0 be sighoeen when she marvies,

13, The dropeut rase for boys in the baye stands a¢ asound go poroent. In the cases.d
know, the ceuse s generatly an sapomicone, where the voumg boys are sentto
work as apprentios mechanies and assistanes in loeal car vepair or refrigeration
shops, or in retail

14, L do not know what these Bres will be. | do kpow foo nlldag with asti women
innerested i pucting their children i BCLE conters that even 3 nonvinal
amEn may be unaffordable for e child’s family

5. Liserally o "covtaln,” pardall is dee Urdo teem ysed for “verling” sroong the bas
inbalbizants. The wem suggests the segregated sovial space women oorupy,
Hdiations on mebility i pobbic spaces, a5 well 25 modesty in demeanor,
speevh, and dresy Hncluding but not necessarily enforcing the bure).

ri, Dwas ypabhle wg mogt Salma when [visiied Kolkare in the sunpser of 2003,
However, Shabshar iformed o thet AAES had dismissed wosr of the social
workers 1 ad kinown, aud thar she herself was working full-tme on half pay.
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The bak offier srood wmpty, she wid me. Howeeer, she resssured me dhat the
ey §id semt 0 2o far Seloa bad Been used 80 purchase venss thar wouid
b iused through Class X as well, Sinee the U3 pull-out § have het heard from
Salma agaln. What especiatly diseurbed me, however, was ehiar Shabiaz had
been asked w arganize & worksbop to exborr, pow, woung gics on the veed for
purdah, 1 assurme deat this 15 8 cooseguenos of AAES belng faoded by comserva-
tive intereats. Shalume was angry and resentful above this norn of evenes,
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