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Ellett Valley Beef Company is a grass-based beef cattle operation in southwest Virginia near Blacksburg. Ellett Valley Beef raises red South Poll Cattle and commercial cattle on a large grazing operation consisting of owned and leased land. Ellet Valley Beef has been operating since 1975 and converted from a conventional grain-fed operation to a grass-fed operation in 2005. Ellett Valley Beef not only sells meats to local businesses but also sells stocker cattle and breeding cattle. 

Ellett Valley is owned and operated by one person and uses part-time help to conduct its daily operations of moving cattle, setting up poly wire fencing, and maintaining the health of the farm. 
Through rotational grazing and bale grazing, Ellett Valley Beef has been able to avoid the use of fertilizers since 2002. By strategically moving cattle and creating smaller paddocks with poly wire, Ellett Valley can concentrate where manure and urine are located. Cattle are grazed in an area for an average of 25 days, and then the grass has a recovery period of 80 to 100 days. The primary grasses that Ellett Valley uses are Johnson Grass, fescue, and perennial ryegrass. 

Water sources: 
Ellett Valley Beef used a cost-share project with the USDA and NRCS called a wetland reserve easement. Through this easement, the NRCS will pay to help private landowners restore, protect, and enhance wetlands. Part of the aid with Ellet Valley Beef was the construction of a water system and permanent water tanks and hydrants to help keep cattle out of the wetland areas. Ellett Valley Beef is also a part of the Conservation Stewardship Program to help supplement the farm’s income by using conservation practices to help improve the land quality. 

FEW Nexus Question: 

You have just learned about food miles and how food production impacts water and energy resources. Ellett Valley Beef has been purchasing Red Poll cattle to increase its genetic pool from farms in Texas, particularly Mineola, Mexia, and Hempstead, Texas. This has caused an increase in the cost of producing cattle, because the cattle must be driven from Texas, rested overnight in Mississippi, and then finally delivered to Virginia. 

Ellett Valley Beef is considering choosing a different breed of cattle for production operation. Using your understanding of cattle breeds and livestock production practices, what cattle breeds would you suggest and why? Help Ellett Valley Beef locate producers that would reduce their dependence on freighting livestock. 

Ellett Valley Beef needs help creating a marketing campaign that represents their products and FEW-Nexus centered practices. Create a visual campaign that describes Ellett Valley Beef, their commitment to FEW Nexus centered practices, and their work to minimize the effects on livestock production on the environment. 


This resource was developed by Kendrick Spencer, PhD Student in the Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education at Virginia Tech. The work was funded by a VT Community Viability Matching Grant awarded to Dr. Hannah Scherer and Dr. Amy Azano.


image1.png




