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Ukraine: Click here to read IOP Publishing’s statement 

This site uses cookies. By continuing to use this site you agree to our use of cookies. To find

out more, see our Privacy and Cookies policy.

Permissions FAQ

A list of Frequently Asked Questions regarding permission can be found here. If your

question is not answered in this list, please feel free to contact us at

permissions@ioppublishing.org  Please refer to our Service Level Agreement for further

details.

FAQ: Reusing IOP Published content

How do I request permission to reuse content published by IOP?
Please see this page for details on the permissions request process

Do I need permission to reuse IOP material for which I was the
original author/co-author?
All IOP authors who publish on a subscription basis may include original figure(s) and

text from articles they have written, within the quota outlined in the STM Guidelines,

in new works created or co-created by them, provided that they notify IOP of their

intended use. Where there are co-authors, you should inform them. Use which is not

covered by the STM Permissions Guidelines, or which exceeds the STM Permissions

Guidelines quotas, will require IOP’s permission (See “Reusing IOP Published content“).

You must always cite the publication from which the figure(s)/text was taken.

If your article was published on an open access basis, you can use it without permission

provided the relevant CC licence terms are adhered to.
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Can I use my subscription article as part of my thesis/dissertation
after it has been published with IOP?
When you transfer the copyright in your article to IOP, we grant back to you certain

rights, including the right to include all or part of the Final Published Version of the

article within any thesis or dissertation. Please note you may need to obtain separate

permission for any third party content you include within your article. Please include

citation details, “© IOP Publishing. Reproduced with permission.  All rights reserved”.

The only restriction is that if, at a later date, you want to share your thesis/dissertation

online, permission to include the Final Published Version of the article within the online

version of your thesis/dissertation will need to be sought from IOP. Alternatively, you

may choose to replace the article in the online version of your thesis/dissertation with

either a Preprint or the Accepted Manuscript version (if the embargo period has

passed), provided you comply with our Preprint or Author Rights: Accepted Manuscript

policy, as relevant.

What are the different versions of my article and how can I use them?
Author’s Original/Preprint is the version of the article before peer review or

editing, as submitted by an author to the journal.

Accepted Manuscript is the version of the article accepted for publication,

including all changes made as a result of the peer review process, and which may

also include the addition to the article by IOP Publishing of a header, an article ID, a

cover sheet and/or an ‘Accepted Manuscript’ watermark, but excluding any other

editing, typesetting or other changes made by IOP Publishing and/or its licensors’.

Final Published Version is ‘the peer reviewed, edited, formatted and typeset

version of the article, including any tagging, indexing and other enhancements

published by IOP Publishing and/or its licensors’.

Version of Record is ‘the Final Published Version, including any post publication

corrections or enhancements and any other changes made by IOP Publishing and/or

its licensors’.

For information on permitted reuse for each of these versions, please refer to our Author

Rights Policy

May I reuse supplementary material forming part of the article?
Authors retain copyright in any supplementary material, granting IOP a non-exclusive

licence to reproduce it. You may reuse supplementary material to which you own the

rights. This includes reuse of a video abstract, although you may need to obtain

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/preprint-pre-publication-policy/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/current-policy-author-rights-policy-for-subscription-articles-for-which-the-copyright-form-was-submitted-on-or-after-26-april-2016/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/quick-check-guide-current-author-rights-policy/
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separate permission from the copyright owner for any third party content you included

within it. The video abstract should reference the article, and, wherever possible, should

provide a link back to the Version of Record of the article to which it relates.

Can I use IOP published content for lecture and classroom purposes?
If your institution is an IOP subscriber, use of this kind may be included in your licence;

please check with your librarian. Non-subscribers may be permitted to do this under the

terms of a licence from a local reproduction rights organisation (RRO). In the UK, this

will be the CLA and in the US, the CCC. Pay-per-use permission for photocopying and

electronic use is available via the CCC.

Do I need permission to adapt an IOP figure?
Generally, adapted figures require the permission of the copyright owner of the original

figure. You do not require permission if the figure you have created is so different from

the original that it is no longer recognisable. This is judged on a qualitative not a

quantitative basis. Therefore, even if you have only used one small part of the original

figure, you will probably still require permission. Changing the font, colour or size of the

figure, or only using part of it, still requires permission.

How do I gain permission to use content from IOP conference series?
The content in IOP Publishing’s Conference Series journals are all published on a gold

open access basis. From around Dec 2012, all of our conference series articles are

published under a CC BY Licence. For further information on this, please see CC

Licences. Older conference series articles were not published under a CC BY licence.

You should check the licence on the article itself prior to use. If the article was not

published under a CC BY licence or the article does not state what licence the article

was published under, please contact permissions@ioppublishing.org to request

permission if you wish to reuse any content from the article.

Can I reuse IOP Published content in a new work to be published by
IOP?
If you are submitting an article to be published by IOP, you may include original figure(s)

from articles published in a journal owned by IOP or in a partner journal for which IOP

handles permissions in new works created or co-created by you. You must always

ensure that you have cited the prior publication from which the figures were taken.

However, if IOP does not accept the article, and you wish to submit the article to

another journal not published by IOP, you must obtain express permission from IOP to

http://marketplace.copyright.com/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/creative-commons-licences/
mailto:permissions@ioppublishing.org
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reuse any figures. If you wish to use figures published under the subscription model by

one of our partner journals who handle their own permissions, you must contact the

partner to request permission.

What are Green/Gold Open Access articles and where can I reuse
them?
Please see our Guide to open access for more information.

What are the STM Permissions guidelines and do they affect
permissions?
Please see our guide page on STM Guidelines for more information.

FAQ: Reusing Third Party Material in New IOP Content

What copyright form should I fill in?
Each journal has a specific copyright form that authors must sign before an article can

be accepted. This will be made available to you by the journal team after article

submission.

Can I reuse subscription content in my article if it is going to be
published Open Access?
You will need to request permission because subscription articles are generally fully

protected by copyright. When seeking permission, you should make it clear that the

article will be published under the gold open access model (under the CC BY licence). If

permission is granted, take care to include a © notice in the figure caption or adjacent

to the content (in the form requested by the copyright owner in their permission). This

ensures that it is clear to readers of the article that the figure/content is not included in

the gold open access CC BY licence.

How do I request permission from third parties?
Information on how to request permission can usually be found on the website of each

publisher. You may be able to gain the permission of the publisher via the ‘CCC

Republication Service’ (many publishers now use this service, most having a direct link

to this service from the article you wish to use content from). Otherwise you should

contact the publisher directly. Depending on the publisher’s policy, you may also need

the permission of the author. See this page for further information.

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/open-access-terminology-guide/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/stm-permissions-guidelines/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/using-the-ccc-republication-service/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/?page_id=2334&preview=true
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Do I still need to obtain permission to reuse content if…?
The content is very old? Copyright lasts until 70 years after the author’s death (or

the last remaining co-author if more than one person created the content).

Therefore, content is protected by copyright for a substantial amount of time.

Permission is required if the content is protected by copyright.

I found it online? Free to view is not the same as free to reuse. Somebody created

it, so it will be protected by copyright in most cases. Permission should always be

requested from the copyright owner of any figure or photograph taken from the

internet before it is used elsewhere (this might be the website owner or someone

else if it is user-generated content posted by a user of the website). You should

supply full details of the planned reuse when sending your request to the copyright

owner. The only exceptions are works in the public domain, and content explicitly

made available under a licence allowing for commercial reuse.

I redrew/adapted the content? Copyright protects against copying. Unless it is so

different it is unrecognisable, you do need permission for adapting a figure.

I was the original creator of the published content? If it has already been

published in a previous paper by a different publisher, that publisher probably owns

the copyright and so you will need permission from them (unless that publisher’s

author rights policy allows authors to reuse their own content).

It has not been published before? If the figure(s) are unpublished, the copyright is

likely to be owned by the person who created them, whose permission will be

required. If you created the figure(s) which have not been published before, and did

not create them as part of your employment, then you should not need permission.

However, you need to check the terms of any contract you may have with any third

party relating to the creation of any works which include the figure.

It is properly referenced? Properly referencing the reused content ensures you are

not plagiarising it, however it does not affect the need to obtain permission.

Copyright protects against copying, regardless of proper attribution.

There is no © sign next to the content? The © sign is just a way of showing who

the copyright belongs to. Copyright exists automatically. Therefore, there does not

need to be a © sign for the content to be protected by copyright. Permission will be

required.

It is ‘open access’? There are lots of different types of open access licences. You

will need permission unless the licence under which the content was made available

allows commercial reuse. Refer to this page for further details. You also need to

ensure that the specific material you wish to reuse is original to the open access

article. Figures that are credited to another source are still likely to require

permission.

It is a graph/table of data? Reuse of a graphical/pictorial representation of data,

e.g. a graph/table, does need permission (as someone has put effort into creating

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/creative-commons-licences/
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/creative-commons-licences/
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it). However, reuse of raw data does not generally need permission, provided you

have plotted it into a different graph/table. You should however cite the source of

the data.

It is ‘fair use’? The US concept of fair use (which allows certain uses of content

without permission) does not apply to IOP Publishing as we have to comply with UK

copyright legislation.

It was published by a signatory to the STM Permissions Guidelines? If the STM

Signatory Publisher from which you wish to use figures/text extracts is listed in the

first, ‘Automatic process’ column of the STM Permissions Guidelines, then you do

not need permission if the amount of figures/text you want to use is within the quota

allowed by the STM Permissions Guidelines. Otherwise, if the STM Signatory

Publisher from which you wish to use figures/text extracts is listed in the second

‘Notification required’ column of the STM Permissions Guidelines, then use within

the quota allowed by the STM Permissions Guidelines will be permitted free of

charge, but permission must be obtained from the STM Signatory Publisher. See our

guide to the STM Guidelines here.

It was published by IOP or one of its partners? If you are submitting an article to

be published by IOP, you may include original figure(s) from articles published in a

journal owned by IOP, or in a partner journal for which IOP handles permissions, in

new works created or co-created by you. You must always ensure that you have

cited the prior publication from which the figures were taken. However, if IOP does

not accept the article, and you wish to submit the article to another journal not

published by IOP, you must obtain express permission from IOP to reuse any figures.

If you wish to use figures published under the subscription model by one of our

partner journals who handle their own permissions, you must contact the partner to

request permission.
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Why should I transfer copyright to APS?
Does transferring copyright affect my patent rights?
As the author of an APS-published article, may I post my article or a portion of my article on my

own website?
What happens if the author has posted an APS-published article on a free access e-print server

or on the authors' or institutions' web pages and subsequently a fee is imposed for access to
those sites?

As the author of an APS-published article, may I post my article or a portion of my article on an
e-print server?

As the author of an APS-published article, can I post my article or a portion of my article on a
web resource like wikipedia or quantiki?

As the author (or the author's employer) of an APS-published article, may I use copies of part or
all of my articles in the classroom?
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publications?

As the author of an APS-published article, may I include my article or a portion of my article in
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As the author of an APS-published article, may I give permission to a colleague or third party to
republish all or part of the APS-published version in an online journal, book, database compilation,
etc.?

As the author of an APS-published article, may I provide a PDF of my paper to a colleague or
third party?

As a third party (not an author), may I republish an article or portion of an article published by
APS?

As a third party, may I use articles published by APS for lecture and classroom purposes?
How do I request permission to republish APS-copyrighted material?

What is copyright? http://www.copyright.gov/ (http://www.copyright.gov/)

Copyright is a form of legal protection for original works of authorship. Copyright covers both
published and unpublished works.

What does copyright protect?

Copyright, a form of intellectual property law, protects original works of authorship including literary,
dramatic, musical, and artistic works, such as poetry, novels, movies, songs, computer software, and
architecture. Copyright does not protect facts, ideas, systems, or methods of operation, although it
may protect the way these things are expressed. See Circular 1, Copyright Basics, section "What
Works Are Protected", see http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
(http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf)

How is a copyright different from a patent or a trademark?

Copyright protects original works of authorship, while a patent protects inventions or discoveries.
Ideas and discoveries are not protected by the copyright law, although the way in which they are
expressed may be. A trademark protects words, phrases, symbols, or designs identifying the source
of the goods or services of one party and distinguishing them from those of others.

What is the difference between copyright infringement and plagiarism?

Copyright infringement occurs when an author's work is reused or republished without the
permission of the copyright owner, whether or not author attribution accompanied the reuse.

Plagiarism occurs when an author's work has been reused or republished in such a manner as to
make it appear as someone else's work, e.g., without quotation marks and citation of the original
work.

Why should I transfer copyright to APS?

Like many other scientific publishers, the American Physical Society (APS) requires authors or their
employers to provide transfer of copyright prior to publication. This permits APS to publish the article
and to defend against improper use (or even theft) of the article. It also permits APS to publish the
article online and to use the article in other forms or media, such as PROLA. By the APS transfer
agreement, authors and their employers retain substantial rights in the work, as specified in the

This site uses cookies. To find out more, read our Privacy Policy (https://www.aps.org/about/privacy.cfm).

I Agree ()

http://www.copyright.gov/
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
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agreement https://journals.aps.org/authors/transfer-of-copyright-agreement
(https://journals.aps.org/authors/transfer-of-copyright-agreement) and discussed in your copyright
permission letter.

Does transferring copyright affect my patent rights?

No. Copyright is separate from any patent rights, and the APS transfer agreement specifically states
that patent rights are not affected. However, you should be aware that submitting a manuscript to a
journal without first taking steps to protect your patent rights (e.g., filing for a patent) could endanger
those rights. Consult your patent attorney.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I post my article or a portion of my
article on my own website?

Yes, the author or the author's employer may use all or part of the APS published article, including
the APS-prepared version (e.g., the PDF from the online journal) without revision or modification, on
the author's or employer's website as long as a fee is not charged. If a fee is charged, then APS
permission must be sought. In all cases, the appropriate bibliographic citation and notice of the APS
copyright must be included.

What happens if the author has posted an APS-published article on a free access
e-print server or on the authors' or institutions' web page and subsequently a fee
is imposed for access to those sites?

When a fee is imposed, the author must either obtain permission from APS or withdraw the article
from the e-print server or Institutional Repository.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I post my article or a portion of my
article on an e-print server?

The author has the right to post and update the article on a free-access e-print server using files
prepared and formatted by the author. Any such posting made or updated after acceptance of the
article for publication by APS should include a link to the online APS journal article abstract. In all
cases, the appropriate bibliographic citation and notice of the APS copyright must be included.

As the author of an APS-published article, can I post my article or a portion of my
article on a web resource like wikipedia or quantiki?

Sites like wikipedia and quantiki are strict about permissions and require that authors hold copyright
to articles that they post there. In order to allow authors to comply with this requirement, APS
permits authors to hold copyright to a “derived work” based on an article published in an APS journal
as long as the work contains at least 10% new material not covered by APS's copyright and does
not contain more than 50% of the text (including equations) of the original article. The APS will
extend the author of a “derived work” the right to all papers published in APS journals.

As the author (or the author's employer) of an APS-published article, may I use
copies of part or all of my article in the classroom?This site uses cookies. To find out more, read our Privacy Policy (https://www.aps.org/about/privacy.cfm).

I Agree ()
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Yes, the author or his/her employer may use all or part of the APS-prepared version for educational
purposes without requesting permission from the APS as long as the appropriate bibliographic
citation is included.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I use figures, tables, graphs, etc. in
future publications?

Yes, as the author you have the right to use figures, tables, graphs, etc. in subsequent publications
using files prepared and formatted by you or the APS-prepared versions. The appropriate
bibliographic citation must be included.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I include my article or a portion of
my article in my thesis or dissertation?

Yes, the author has the right to use the article or a portion of the article in a thesis or dissertation
without requesting permission from APS, provided the bibliographic citation and the APS copyright
credit line are given on the appropriate pages.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I give permission to a colleague or
third party to republish all or part of the article in a print publication?

Yes, as the author you may grant permission to third parties to republish print versions of the article
provided the APS-published version (e.g., the PDF from the online journal, or a copy of the article
from the print journal) is not used for this purpose. The article may not be published in another
journal, and the third party may not charge a fee. The appropriate bibliographic citation and notice of
the APS copyright must be included.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I give permission to a colleague or
third party to republish all or part of the APS-published version in an online
journal, book, database compilation, etc.?

No, an author may not grant permission in this case. To request permission to republish APS-
copyrighted material, please refer to the “Reuse & Permissions” link that can be found on each APS
article page.

As the author of an APS-published article, may I provide a PDF of my paper to a
colleague or third party?

The author is permitted to provide, for research purposes and as long as a fee is not charged, a PDF
copy of his/her article using either the APS-prepared version or the author prepared version.

As a third party (not an author), may I republish an article or portion of an article
published by APS?

Yes, APS will grant permission to republish articles or portions of articles (e.g., tables, graphs,
excerpts) published by APS. Depending on the reuse and medium APS has the right to grant
permission subject to APS terms and conditions and a fee may be assessed.

As a third party, may I use articles published by APS for lecture and classroom
purposes?

This site uses cookies. To find out more, read our Privacy Policy (https://www.aps.org/about/privacy.cfm).

I Agree ()

https://www.aps.org/about/privacy.cfm
https://journals.aps.org/copyrightFAQ.html


Yes, you may use photocopied articles published by APS for lecture and classroom purposes without
asking permission from APS as long as you remain an Authorized User of the APS online research
per your institution’s site license. Also, there is no limitation on the use of APS articles using links to
the material accessible through institutional subscriptions.

How do I request permission to republish APS-copyrighted material?

APS uses Aptara's SciPris™ platform to manage rights and permission requests.  APS will continue
to support the STM guidelines for all copyright needs. To request permission to republish APS-
copyrighted material, please refer to the “Reuse & Permissions” link that can be found on each APS
article page.

Once directed to the SciPris™ platform, the following information is required:

1. The format in which the material will be republished, e.g., print, online, CD-ROM, and/or other
format
2. How much of the article you want to republish, e.g., all or portion of article; if a portion describe
the specific material, e.g., figure numbers, excerpt
3. How the material will be used, e.g., in a book, journal, proceeding, thesis, etc.
4. The title of the article/thesis/chapter etc., and the name of the publication in which your work
will appear
5. The name of the publisher
6. Indicate whether or not a fee will be charged for the publication

Upon submission, a letter of permission will be generated, specifying all guidelines and regulations to
follow.

Blanket permissions are not granted. Please note all requests are subject to APS terms and
conditions (/info/terms.html) and a fee may be assessed.

If your questions have not been addressed and you need further assistance, please email
customercare@aps.org (mailto:customercare@aps.org).

Further information

For further information about copyright in general, please refer to the Library of Congress FAQ at
https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/ (https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/)

Journals published by the American Physical Society can be found at https://journals.aps.org/
(https://journals.aps.org/).
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