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Champion Trees:

AGENDA FOR THIS OVERVIEW e S

* Background of National Champion Trees
* The National Register of Champion Trees
 Measuring and Scoring of National Champion Trees

* My top-three favorite National Champions in Virginia
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 Maryland’s first state forester

* Graduate of Yale School of Forestry and mentored by
Gifford Pinchot

* Helped create Maryland’s Roadside Tree Law in 1914
* Helped create Maryland’s Big Tree Program in 1925

* Created the measurement and scoring system used
today nationally for crowning champion big trees

Frederick Wilson Besley

Source: www.stateforesters.org
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BACKGROUND

“The American Forestry Association
heartily endorses the appeal by Mr.
Joseph L. Stearns for the discovery and
preservation of the largest specimens
of outstanding American tree species.”

~ September, 1940
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THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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« nese species—all recognized as native or naturalized
in the United States—are those tor which noct

npio

Dorothy Behlen

Reprinted from AmeRiCaN FOResTs, April, 1980, Magazine of The A Forestry A

1319 1810 Strest N W., Washington, O C. 20006

l AMERICAN BIG TREES ¥
%
3 . : i
R s are the largest of their species reported up to March 1 in The Amer. i
: e SARNAVHY iation’s campaign to locate and preserve the giant specimens of Ameri.
| PRSP, allenge to all tree lovers is to locate and report trees larger than those ;
2o . Reports on giants of species not listed are also desired. Send all in.
oA k¢ ‘ American Forestry Association, 919 17th St., N. W., Washington, D. C,
Rrasne
ESrsay
- - | S RPN Jeren
: rican Big Trees
] 102" Navti National Forest, Utah. J. W. Humphries, Su.
pervisor.
1980 Supplement to the ’ Al bl P ARmas Gy, Vi
G. M. Dill
1" Foun a O
155" Hockessin, Delaware. William S. Taber, Dover.
Y1 , o Cannon, Delaware. William S. Taber, Dover.
n H H H "AIIO"AL (S()(’Iﬂ/ (’éf[ sier iad Convent of the Visitation, Washington, D, C
. Ine oocial kegister of bl AX - oD R
Dover.
('f 62'8" 100 \c-r‘l‘:lu- Quinauls, Olympic National Park, Wash.
B 4 - h ington. F. W. Mathias, Hoquiam.
~o0¢
o 1 ees . ,
ke 158 7y 60 Worton, Maryland. F. W. Bedey, Bakimore.
L w0 Old Portage Trail, Akron, Ohio. Fred Smoyer,
¥ 8 J72 Akron. )
A7 298" 70 55" \’cnrr(fhdo C Ranch, Thermopolis, Wyoming.
O. F. Ludtke, Thermopolis. )
2" 126 Near Sanford, Florida. Devercux Butcher, Washing-
ton, D. C. i
5’8 L. F. Ventress Property, Woodville, Mississippi.
7 J. R. Hamilton, Weodville.
4 4 a hershield Elm, Middletown, Connecticut.
H H 22'2~ * lm‘ Dr. Nel ‘n 7. Barker Property, Rochester, Minne
: ’ wta. Dr. Nelson W, Barker.
e Natio Y o NI e
= John WooloM made of a new chompion golden chinquapin free Washington, D, C.
o fanm bn Cotiage: Grom, Oregan 38 Near Elbe, Washington. Charles Lutkins, Elbe.
] 172" na Priest River Experimental Forest, Idaho. Elers Koch,
: Missoula, Montana.
I rees E\,u tly two years ago, the old Social Registe r of Big has been nominated. In order to have | representative - - v College Park, Maryland. F. W. Besley, Baltimore
I'rees became the Natonal Register. Thisreflected a for every recognized tree, we need your help in find 147 P 101° Near Easton, Maryland. F. W. Besley, Baltimore.
serious effort at AFA 1o make an interesting list of ing champions for these trods W. Besley, Baltimore
& . toar Vi imore.
“champion” trees into 4 comprehensive symbol of suc UIST 124 68 »2 Near Vinton, Maryland, F. W, ey,
cessful conservauon. These species are, for one reason or another, no 16" Kaniksts National Forest, Idaho. Elees Koch, Missou
I'he bist has come a long way since 1940, when Amire longer considered eligible incluston in the National la, Montana. . Beickmon, Had
caN Forests first sent out a call for nominations. The Register. Some specics, such as the Boynton hawthor 710" “:;:m‘:“:’(:,“':"j":::,’“'"“ R e .
. afield, ? .
t Social Register was published in 1945 with 100 Crataegus bayntonni), are no longer considered sepa- 10'10” pn 35 Near Collington, Maryland. F. W. Bedey, Baltimore.
14. Th N tl I R H t f ~ecies: we now have more than seven times that rate, distinctspecies. The Boynton is now considered a
number. The inauguration of the Nationa gister variaton of the Biltmore hawthorn (Crataegus mivica.)
r nor L . . J i R, Hall,
u e a Io n a egl s e r o marked a ne ort toward generating more partic Lhe former champion Boymon and all its challengers 4011 50 s..‘.::‘r:" National Forest, California. )
pation in big-tree programs on the state level. We will be listed under the Biltmore hawthorn. The 26" 33 Logan Canyon, Utah. R. P. McLaughlin, Logan.
o ed representauves of all 50 states, and we now largest tree, of course, will be the champi
3 ) = -» 4 . 0. W . Bal .
H have big-tree coordinators in all but nine states. ( Those Some trees, such as the Bender oak (Q shon B " 1 76 Neae Hickory, Maryland. F. W. Besley, Balimore
a m Ion rees nine without coordinators are Arizona, California, Col ri), are simply no longer considered species; their i Lolo National Forest, Montana. Eles Koch, Minoela
orado, Kansas. Nevada, North Dakota, Washington hampions have not been listed under another species
and West Virginia Other trees, such as the flambo tree (Delonix :
- . e . William S. Taber, Dover
Fhe biggest recent change in the National Register regia) were accepted originally in the Register because e P 55 ;‘;;K'{,‘,:{L;‘;“;_*~,,'_’,“;;,‘,',j Morvlond B W, Bedey,
was sparked by the long-awaited publication last year they were Franklin Barrett's Common o Baltimore. . s ners,
of Elbert L. Litde’s Chechlist of United Stor (Naive Exotic Trees of Sou We are nolonger using that 192" 70 70 Teinity an.l.m.l Forest, California. A. G. Been
and Naturaltized). With the new Chee we book to determine the eligibility of exotic spedies Woeavervilla.
have weeded the Register, pulling out those species In his most recent Checklist, Dr. Linde does not con 10° H. H. Carter Property, Hampton, South Carolina
that are not considered native or naturalized in the sider some species naturalized in the U.S. But some Wi Cleary M. Haithcock, Badin, North (‘nu:m?
U.S. This process should make the National Register spedes may in fact be naturalized in specitic areas of 711 36" 92 S. C. Masson Property, Baltimore, Maryland. F.
Besley, Baltimore.
more representative of American trees the country. We are willing 1o recognize those treesin
We ve sought out champions for those eligible the Registerif an authority can ted stating that the Es1S
species that are not yet represented in the Register spedies is naturalized in the arca from which the trecis AMERICAN FOR
Included in this supplement, tor the first tme, is a list being nominated
f those species. We hope people will go out and find AFA's Big Trees office will send you a free brochure o
the champions that tells how 10 measure and nominate a potential 3
usTi champion. For a complete list of the National Register
These are the changes 1o the 1978 National Register send $1.40 (this includes postage) to AFA. You may
I'he entries are in three categories: new-species list- also want a copy of E.L. Liule's Chec f United States
ings, corrections to the last Register, or new champions T'rees. IU's available Lor $10 trom the Superintendent of
for a spedes previously re wred Documents, U.S. Government Peinting Olfice. Wash
L on, DC 20402, Request stock number 001.000.
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American
Forests"

2020 Register GETINVOLVED

e 761 champion and co-champion
trees

543 native and naturalized
species and sub-species AR 7 01

42 states have at least one

champlon tree CHAMPION TREES
Top-5 states are VA, FL, TX, AZ,
and CA

Currently 188 eligible species
are without a champion

The Official 2020 Register

Welcome to the National Register of Champion Trees! Search the register below to see Champion Trees by species or look to see which ones are in your state.
You can even search Champion Trees by size or total points. The Champion Trees in the Mational Register are the biggest of their species as reported to

American Forests in the most current year. If you would like to view the complete 2020 National Register of Champion Trees in a printable PDF spreadsheet it
can be downloaded here.
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MEASURING & SCORING

| 1. It's living
o 2. It's an eligible species
3. It’s the largest of its species
4. It’s been verified by an expert

MEASURING

GUIDELINES

HANDBOOK

Champions: one tree with the most
total points

Co-Champions: two trees that are
within 3 points or 3% of each other

] %

ey 6 : . oW T
NATIONAL REGISTER
or CHAMPION TREES
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MEASURING & SCORING e S

Measure at 4.5 feet =

Measure here =

4.5 feet highside —-—

Composite functional circumference
i measurement on multi-trunk form
when it is atypical for the species

== 45 feet low side

A
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MEASURING & SCORING

TREE HEIGHT
The tree height equals your

horizontal distance (HD) from
the tree plus your height (HT)

HT HT

ASGI %
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MEASURING & SCORING

AVERAGE CROWN SPREAD

Top Down View _ __
When ground is level ~ f : Trunk
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MEASURING & SCORING

o Is it an eligible tree? Eligible species, Eligible trunk form

o Measure trunk circumference at 4.5’ above ground line*: 150 (inches)
o Measure tree height from ground line to highest branch: 100 (feet)
o Measure average crown spread (15t max. L 2" max.): (90, 70’) 80 (feet)
Circumference (1 point per inch) 150 points
+ Height (1 point per foot) 100 points
+ Crown spread (V4 point per foot) 20 points
Big Tree Score Total 270 points
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Osage-orange
(Maclura pomifera)
Co-champ

Charlotte County

65’ height

93’ crown spread

328" trunk girth

416 points

1970

Mabel O. Bellwood
John McCormick
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TOP-3 FAVORITE CHAMPS IN VA S i

American elm
(Ulmus americana)

Co-champ

City of Chesapeake
110’ height

116’ crown spread
252" trunk girth
391 points

1986?

Richard Salzer




TOP-3 FAVORITE CHAMPS IN VA

WEBINAR

Champion Trees:
Expert Panel Discussion

Brian French, Steve Nimz, & Eric Wiseman, Ph.D.

Cherrybark oak
(Quercus pagoda)

Champ

City of Portsmouth
114’ height

138’ crown spread
331" trunk girth
480 points

1987

Byron Carmean
Gary Williamson
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