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BLAND COUNTY AND ITS' TYPE OF AGRICULTURE

BlangyCounty is primarily a moun@ringys livestock farming section,
with about two-thirds of the landgrovered with forests. According to
the 1950 Census, the land area of fland County is 369 square miles, or
23,160 acres - of which 125,072 acres, or 5) percent lies within
boundariss of the county's 787 farms, which average@58.9 acres in size.
The other L7 percent of the area consists mostly of Jefferson National

Forest land or large forest holdings owned by corporations and individuals.
°

he 1950 population of t! ounty was 6,436 people, of which more
98 percent is wh and 7L percent farm people.

The farmm la il »f Bland County are mostly derived from limestone,
however, some I ils are of sandstone and shale origin. he county's
elevations above sea level vary from 2,000 feet along the streams to as
high as L,LOO fget on Carden Mountain, is makes the topography of
the land mostly s F rough, without much level land. 2

°

Of the 125,072 “acres of farm land, 55,L27 acres are in woodland;
L3,176 acres in pasture land; a nly 23,35 acres of cropland, °
Agriculture is the main source of income for the Bland County people,
since there are Lt any large towns or much industrial activity in the
sounty. o

°
Bland County ype o iricultural products, listed in the
approximate ord 1 ir importance are: beef cattle, dairySeattle,
sheep, poultry, T rains, timber, jpbacco and trugh
erops.

BLAND COUNTY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSISN \RCC,ZAIIZATIOI

Since Bland County rimarily a livestock grasing@ection, the
county extension program 12 mainly a livestock and agronomy program
it

jasigned to improve the quality and efficlency of livestock production,

The Bland County Agricultural Extension Program is centered around
the Extension-T.V.A.
and work with the various cSunty agrjgultural organizations. However,
much/time is spent assisting the individual ferwers with their production
and marketing problems.

The Bland Coufly Agricultufal B¥ension s ing 1953, consisted
of T. B, Mallory,Ofounty Agent and th ggle, Secretary, twelve

months and Mrs. Lois Crabtree, Ho fop,eleven months b".ia\ Mary
E. Hagler, Home Agent for one month,




Bland County is divided into four magisterial districts ?’\r °
county govgynment purpose, and much of the Agricultural Extension Work
is conducted on the basis of this division. However, for program
»lanning purposes, to better reach more people with most of the
Extension Program, the county is divided into seven communities.

The county agplcultural program is Panned by consultations S
meetings with representatives of the various Sommunities, commodity
committeemen and committees of some of the county's sgricultural
organisations.

o

The organizations in the county with which the Extension staf®
works in carrying out the county agricultural program are: UL-H clubs,
Bland County Kiwanis Club, Ceres Ruritan Club, Mechanicsburg Ruritan
Club, Rocky Oap Ruritan Club, Fapm Bureauy,fouthwest Virginia Sheep
Breeders, Bland County Hereford Bteeders, BlandoCounty Fair Association,
Bland Farmers Cooperative, Inc., Bland County Dairymen's Assoclation,
the Dairy Herd Improvgment Association, Bland Dairy Arfricial Breeding
Association, Bland County members of the Wythe Farm Bureau Cooperative,
Bland County Veterans Farm Training Progggm, Production and Marketing
Administratiqp, Soil Conservation Service, Farmers Home Administration,
and Vocationgi Agricul ture.

During the ) County Agent devoted 29 days on &-nervic.
training. Three we of this time was spent at the Southeryy Regional o
Extension School at the University of Arkansas, June 29 - Jyly l,é.

The cvurses taken a his extension school were: effective™ise 5f
information media, public policiss for agriculture and use of groups
in extension work. The other ,;a'oas‘m-na‘. improvement work consisted
of state and district extension conferences or meetings.

. Q
On January 26th, the agent 2 gw;mrt to the Bland

County Bo=rd of Supervisors,
similar report was publ

the county, and a
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A two elsctric project winners and the agent attended the Virginia

best sleciyic projects - Buster Stowers, Rocky Uap and Emory Burton,gblagi;
Dairy Achievement Blue Award winners, Elmer Chewning, Mechaniesburg, Alvin

Woodrow

Bobby Gene Newberr) p 9] i=fi Club exhibited a pen of L-H

Club fat Southdown lambs at Atlantic Rural Exposition, Richmond, Virginia,

which won the first pla the junior department, and Urand
Champion honors of the Lamdb Sho e Newberry, Bland,
exhibited a pen [ 1am wt econd place award

unior departmer | i position,

in

e hel Eloctri ect in which L-i Club
nemhors 1
power company ass with the ealectric projefts.

The li~H membars anroll the @ectric pro$ct were given simple
in@dructions on repairing service cords, lighigsockets, proper uses of
slectric fuses, importance of using the right sisze electric wire, Bo;
bBeme lighting, and the types of electricity.

o

took the t in T'wo agricultural enginners of the local

Oow Tate, Blandy; Meat AniSgl, Sally Mallory,




o

Al though there was not g ime devoted to L«il Club wor®Pin Bland
County to make it what 14 be thi#P year, the L-H Program has made @
some progress an elped L 131 members enrolled., Ther®was also more
than twice as many H pi¥jects @mpleted this year as compared with last
year's completion

LIVESTOCK
o
The livestock program for Blaflk County is clos®ly correlated with
the agronomy and Exgension-T.V.A. Demonstration Farm Programs, since
improved pastures and eff roduction of feed crops are vital to
successful livestock prod

The Livestock School held January and the Emergency Livestigok
Feeding Meeting held Novemb Bably the most important
contacts with the Bland C y livestockmen during this year. Bight
extension specialists assisted with these meetings to bring information
to livestockien on feeding livestod®, bulldings and eqfpment, feed
production, breeding, a yther management problems. Both of these
meetings were supplemented by newspaper articles, bullptins, and ,"ornnnnlo
pntacts, It is estimated that at leas®85 percent of The livestockmen
wpre reached by some phide of this work.

Efficiency of production and the 1.w;mvem&L of the quality of

beef pattle, sheep and hogs by g- use of godd purebred sires is the

foundation of the Bland Couley estock program.

During 1953, one hundred six purebred livestock sires were purchased
by 96 Bland County f&mqys to improve their herds and flocks. The number
of these pugpsbred sires by breeds were: 50 Hereford bulls, L Angus bulls,
2 Shorthorn bulls, 16 Hampshire rams, 8 Southdown rams, 6 ®orset rams,

L Suffolk rams, 5 Hampshire boars, 5 Poland-China boars, L Berkghire
boars, and 2 Tamsworth boars. The above number of purebred sires is
nine more than the number Bland County Farmers purchased last year. A
conservative estimate shows that at least 35 other livestock sires out
of unregistered parents were bought by county farmers. About one-half
of the purebred sires purchaseg by livestockmen this year came from
purebred herds or flocks located wighin Bland County. The purebred
livestockmen of £he county are both increasing m.,’m’ller of animals and
improving the quality of their herds. s

Bland County is well adapted to,sheep production and more farmers
could improve their farm by raising sheep. Therefore, the
sheep program for Bland Cow i inly numbers on
fams aldpted to she
eontrol parasites by




Since there 13 a great net™ for better quality hogs and proper

feeding of hogs, e extension progra n hogs is centered around
these two ings to improve the efficiency of hog production on farms
adapted to hads as & side line business,

Throughout the year the agent alded livestockmen with problems
of breeding, fee practices, parasites, f‘_qo.so-,dn»! otlier management
problemes 1 ! vhase of 1 livestock work, apProximately 70
method demonstraticofy were conducted, The types of method demonstrations
put by the agent and specialists were: dehomning calvesg vaccinating
calves for blackleg, vaccinating calves for hemorrhagic n‘,&cmiu,
castrating cadves, docking and castrating lambs, castrating pigs and boars,
treating sheep Lor worms Wwith phenothiazine, “reating cattle for grub
or warbles, treating livestogk for digestive trouble, and various oth

animil parasite treatments or contgyl metho s.

result of the method domonstrati nsb each year more farmers
vaccinate, castrate and treat ¥Weir own livestock.
Since the Bland

Wa#™ Pool was hand’.ed “y the Wythe Fam
Bureau C

sofprative, the cooperative sarketing of wool did not
axe much of the agent's time. The amount of wool marketed cooperatively
through the United Wdol UroWprs was about 14,000 pounds, which was some
more Uian pooled last year.

Beef cattlemen of Bland County, assisted by the county a
iivestock specialists, marketed 378 head of cattle through the four
following salest The ristiansburg Hereford Feeder Calf Sale,
September 2%th; The Southwest Virginia Angus Feeder Calf Sale at
Wytheville, Octobesr 8th; the Wythe-Bland Hereford Feeder Calf Sale
at Wytheville, October 16th, and the BMind-Giles Purebred Hereford
Breeders Sale at Blafh, November Lth.

o

sales were from herds that had received
a negative Tegt for | nd T. B. within 12 months preceding the
date of the sales, ! requirement the heifers more attractive
o the purchasers, which made them ir tter price for the
producers.

All e helfers

38 Bland County calves were consign y the Angus Feller Calf
Sale by 6 producers. The ave rice y he calves in this Angus
5ale was around®§l7.0L per hwr ounds, a

Approxthatelly 276 Fland County calves were consigned to the Wythe-
Bland Herefoid Feeder Calf Sale by 2L producers. The average price for
the calves in “he Herefori Feeder Calf Sale was around $17.L0 per
hundred pounds. The calves in both of these feeder calfl sales averaged
sbout $k. more per hundred poun@ls than similar calves sold at the
regular livestock auction markets. The fanecy and choice grade of calves
in these sales sold for an average of approximagely L. more per hundred
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ENGINEERING o
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&
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Specialist assistance was obtained for some irrigation prospective
projects and one portable sprinkler system was installed on a dairy
!." in June., The man with the irrigation system has obtained good
resulls durigg the drouth this re

o
AGRONOMY AND EXTENSIC N?‘T. V.A. DEMONGERATION FARM PROGRAM
. © o
The agronomy @ T.V.A-Extension ‘.r'fgnst.nunn programs are
very closely correlated, therefore, these programs are being written wp
together in this report. The TEQV.A.-Extension Program is a great ald in
rtting on a sound agronomy program by u.«oﬂmonutrnuon farm method.

There were 28 active tengon-T.V, A, demonstrations fams in
the Gunty this year.©O The gredter part of the county agron ;,'rngrci
was Tuilt around the demonstration famm program. There are 170 other
farmers in Bland County that have been retired fygpm the active status as
dynnnuzrlt-ﬁsd ince thhy do not receigy T.V.A. demonstration feriiliszer
any more, tany @ these farmers are still doing some good #rension agronomy
demonstration work, One of th® above active demonstration farms was
esteqblished during June and eight other demonstrations farms were dropped
from the active list the first of the year,.

(+]

The proper use of le and fertilizer on pasture, meadows and o
erdjland are @he agronomy practices most stressed in Bland County, but
importance of good seed and proper tillage is ygt overlooked.

The severe drouth in Bland Coumty this year followed the drouth
of last year reduced the amount of farm improvements below what the
farmers had planned to do. TheQcreage of alfalfa seeded and new
pasture seeding, = th as ladino clo®@r and orchard grass was reduced
greatlyy This, in turm, reduced the amount of lime and fertiliser
used for hay and pasture land, © @

_ o

Although gghe progress mgde on demonstration fa'wu was hindered by
the drouth, aggording to t r 1953 reports, the use of T.V.A.
demonsirational, calcium metaphosphate on pasture increased the
growth an average of 30 perecgpt. An average of 30 days extra grazing
period was reported by demonstrators for phosphated pastures, compared
to untreated pasture plots. The demonstrators also report that in addition
to producing more and better vegetation, the phosphated pastures have less
weeds and.a more dense scd which not only helps to control erosion, but
puts more rapid gains on livesiock than unfertilised pasture,

Mowing pastures is © xi improvement practice during average
years, however, this year, due to the drouth it was not adviseable
for many farmers to mow very much pasture land., However, 50% of
theCiemonstrators reported mowing pasture this year, compared with
S3 last year. There was probably about the same trend among non-
demonfiratign farmers, because due to the drouth, it was not necessary
to mow very much pasture.

o




)
The number”af Bland County farmers growing ladino clover and
orchard grass Wecreased soge this year, probably ,n&iy due to the
4 Year. This year,
stration farmers reported any ladino clover,

while last year, £ of the demonstrators

he drouth this year and last
’

of alfalf increase in Bland County, since

Sarmers are becomir i thre the demonstration method, with

e
he fertiliser, lime

o requirements to raise alfalfa
successQlly., The 19 T I 77 alfalfa producers with a total of
5L acres of alfalfad A £ the demonstration farmers are o

progucing alffifa, an in their reporgs, they had a®otal of
1¥Jacres of 10 this yesar., The & L eounty acFeage of alfalfa this year
is probibly about 750 acres, an his 1is about the same as last year's 5
alfalfa acreage due to seeding failures, o

Botr monstrati farmers anDnonedemonstration farmers arep
improving their crop rotatidh systems, There is also an inecreasing
nunber of farmers adopting strip croppin@on their steep crop land

srisr to prevent erosion as much as possibly, o

in

About’ 708 o e corT rocl r County this year was from
corn hybrids, 708 mor tion farmers e nsing corn hybrids,
Many-Pland County farmers ! ) tried a C‘.‘ﬁ: hybrid that is
adapted to their conditions ! ny do not use enough fertiliser to grow
a good crop of corn from o« hy 1 ds Therefore, there is still a need
for some variety demonstrations county. Ten corn variety
fjemonstrations were conducted t mar, using the new VPT 645 or
Ohio C<5L corm pybrids., Bod of these varieties, under average conditions,
seem to be mope suitable Lo most farmers than U.S. 13, the variety that
is most widely grown in the count The corn yleld of Bland County was
more than LOS by the drouth year, and 3ome farmers reported
their c proiuce an ’ In fields where corn hybrids were
planted . wpen-noDinated cc s corn hybrid produced much
better | . condi tions X se of chemical weed killers
on corn f lds 1s increasing farmers are well satisfied
with the i c 1 contro ; le other# failed to use proper
instructior d res

Meetings ar wewspaper articles ware the metfiods used most to reach
the farmers on theQagrohomy program. ¥ P tfemoMtration farmers'
and agronomy meeting was held March ) {th an attendance of 1% farmers.
The program for s meeting consisted of several progress reports by
demonstration farmers., Agronomy and farm management specialists also 4
made talks on farm maragement problems ar latest developments in agronomy,.

ay 13th the Annual Demonstration Farm Fileld Meeting Tour was conducted
by the agent and an agronomy specialist., Production of pasture andhay as
they relate to livestock was discussed Skd observed on five farms with @
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acco production Sbeting was held at Ceres,
Speclalist afdistance was used, and the
with slides. 4+t was a very successful

(o)
e Soil Ogndrvation Service and the

vocational agriculture instructor, two soils appreciation schools
were conducted with a tggal atte wce of gabout 100, Soth the boys
attended & very much interested. Ot is a
ing so nd soll management,

ar emonstration program has made good
t ageld Las received excellent ¢ bcr-v,inn

W ting deg@nstrations.
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Progran centered apound six farm flock
rearing demonstrations, and the Le# Club Poultry
nstrators are making good progregs and their influence
farmers.

addition worki w# the demonstration flocks and L-H Club
poultry profjcts, some Lime was s t on building problems, disease
control, culling, better breeding proper feeding and other general
poultry problems, Practically all of poultry hbr‘vv\nnt work was

»

and only a few days weye spent drectly

he county of improved poultry

1 & great need for educational work
manacement,

o

° 0

rticultural line was centered
crop work and some landscaping.

rojects, L-ii Club truck crop
all Quring the _/.ur.o

spent on horticultural work; this
asis, a by muuba;or articles,

Specialists' aldgyas secure@for some gardening, truck crop and

landacaping problems,
o




o FORESTRY

Since approximately 65% or 164,923 acres of Pland County is in
fof¥st land, from which almost all of K. good timber has been cut, there
is a great need fogythe people of the unty to become more conscious
of intelligent mgyliods of forest land management, However, about 60% of
this woodland is in the Jefferson National Forest or owned by non-farm
operators, and most of the non-farm forest is under good management which
makes it a demonstr@tion area for farmers and others to see, Of the non-
fam woodland area, 21,1164cres are in the Jefflerson National Forest land
nn‘c,é,ﬁ()l lrrﬁorn owned by the!Pocahontas Fu¥l Company.

Very little time was spent on foreghry since l?lmon. all of the famers
were too busy and lacked labor to do véry much, woodland improvement.
However proper fore@iry practices were str'sn% and recommended on the
28 demonstration farms in the county.

Bland County farmers are becoming more interested in woodland improvement
and forest fire prevention as a means to better timber and watershed protec-
tion for water conservation.

o C °®
o °

ELAND COUNTY FAIR o0

4
The twenty-seventh Bland County Fair held September 10 - 12, 1953,

was one of the most successful fairs of its' history. It had good

exhibits and paid out well financially with a good balance left over for
improvementsg o

° °
The Bland County Falm is conducted on a noneprofit basis, and all
officers, directors an¥ department superintendents serve without compensation.

Any money left after paying the expense®is used for improvements and

building better fairs in the future. e falr grounds are owned by

Bland County. The grounds are s used for :’wr.nnl play ground, a county

ball park, livestock@pales, and other events of interest to the county people.

o
@s secretary of the Pland County Fair, the agent s;;omt about 15 days
on@his project, In addition to promoting an agricultural county fair,

the Bland County Fair Associati@n also sponsors an annual Bland County

homecoming event at the same time.

The types af agricultural exh 101{3 and nc'.?vﬂ,i.l at the falr were:
purebred breeWing sheep show, L-H Club fat lambs, Hereford cattle, dairy
cattle, draft horses, local saddle horses, open saddle horse show, farm

i‘-.x erops, garden crops, poultry, L-H Club and F.F.A. poultry, L-H Clud
nd F.F.A. farmm crops, domed€ic science, domestic arts and flowers, a dog

@hhow and livestock calliing contests. Practically all the classes in
the various departnd@ts were well filled with good quality entries,
however, theg@orn exhibits were not as good as usual, du@to the drouth
this year. (-]

Qe mgdn improveygnts made on the county falr grounds this year weres

<
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