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The Agronomy Departoment is directing 1ts sttention toward the ralsing of

the aversge production of general famm crops in Virgints, which at the present
tize fa low, Zar Delow the possible wversge. i

An ioeresse in yields per acre is the adm rether than an incresse in

_acreage .

Differences ia soil type and clisatic co-.uuo'u give Virginia dn opportunity
to nu' sany kinds of orqpe. These solil Yypes are ;rnpca iato three geclogicel
divieions. i) The coastal plain, where we find the trucking, cotton and peamst
soile; (2) The pledmont section, where we find good general farm crop soils, tobacco
solls, Am excellent fruit scils; (3) The appalachian section, where live stock,
génerel farsivg and fruit growing are the main sources of income. .

SCOPE OF WORK.
Crop Production, Soil M » and Pars are the main projects

in Which the Agroncay Depaftment is interedted.
Tield Ssuonstrations, personal visite to county agents, and individual farwers,

public weetings at which lecturs charts and lantern siides are used, personal letters

6ad press articles, also dulletins sad sismeogrephed summaries have been the methods uesd

48 conducting the work in this department.

PRSOEL.
The wo rk in e Agronomy Department ie under the directiom of ¥. R. Hodgedn,

Desonstrations in crops, soil managesest, fertilissrs and lime were siready
Deirg conducted by the county agents Specialist wad appointed.
Thews desonstrati though of an mual , have doen contimued, the Agromomy

Spectalist acting in an advisory cepacity«




In additiof to the above , have been

started in Yurm Menegement and Inproved Cora comunities, also .ar- ant Soy Sean '
.

‘variety desometrétions:

Pars Maragement Demonstrations coneist of fars records, kept by the fars
operator, under the -p-rvlu.u of the Agromosy Department with the sesistance of
the county agents.

When & farmer indicates that he would 1fke to keep d Sottor o X
gounty agent presents him with & record dook and inmstructs him how to take an
Auventory and make the entriss of expenses ‘::A.ua-lrh. Frequent visits are
made during the year tc inspdct the book. At the end of the yeer amother imw Ty
s teken and the took is clossd. The imventory at the end of the year serves as

succeeding
the imventory for the beginmaing of the /year asd the new book is opened. A clows
study of the final sumgarles i1l indicate to the cperator his weak pointe and his
strong points. The farmer is inforwed, bowever, that final copclusions elould mot
be deducted from one year's record.

The musber of demonétrations has increased and new books have besn ylaced
in new county

Records kspt 1819 - 128
Records started 1920 - 180

Pure bred corn Scumunity desonstrations. - The seed corn used by Virgisia

farzers ts of mo etardard variety and-of poor quality. _Is order to sstablish
communitiee ‘lr. which pure bred seed corn would be the rule and met the exception,
the Agronomy Specislist in company with the county agent visited communities and
irdividual fermer:, held meetings and urged .the growing of a sts variety of
is is & preject that will re years to deve
%5, n desonstrati
The object of the

-descnstration s to show

i= the ylelding powers of
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. e o X - 2 R
different virieties of the seue crop for the purpose of selecting & varisty well

;_muv( for the county. One year's results have desn recorded.

Seed corn selection frow the fisld received attention thie ,:-u fall.
Several press arilcles were prepared, farsers' seetings held, and personal visits
t6 farwers mads to swaksn thés to the lmportance of selecting their ssed cors ffem
the standing stalk in the field. v : 3

- NEEAT SERDLIG.

An umwusl drought prevailed inm Virginta abou ‘oo Maryadt and whwad
seeding tine and there was & great tendency for farwers to wailt for the drought
%o break before they started pregaring the wheat seed bed. feveral farmers:
meetings were held and press articles writted urging famers to seed early though
the seed bed was in some in«tances very dry and dusty. The old adage, "Sow inm
dust reap you must" was quoted seversl times to ericourage farwers mot to wEit om
1dsal weather and 201l conditions.

nEs.

The Agronomy Department prepared an exhidit for the State Fair which
occupied & space of 10 feet by 30 feet. Fars management, crop rotations, seed
Sesting of Gorn, whest and grasses, and sail managesent displays were made.

This same exkibit was put on at the Narrisonburg Fair. Several hundred
tuljetine were Sistrituted at these fairs and new names of farmers secured for
the mailing 1ist of the Pxtension Divisic

CORY SHOWS.

Many counSy agents hikve beld cornm shows this fall #ith great success. In
Bost instances thess shows wers held for the first time and though thare was
interest showr by the farwers, the quality of tie exdbi shole showed
of experiense in ecting good cornm.

The Agronomy “pacialist put on & state-wids show in Boamaks D
and 3rd at --x:&‘m.rk. rundred exhidits wers made of ten ear saple

)




esre. The State was divided inte thres sectliens, Northern, %o

western. The sweopstakes ten car: went to Fauguier Coufity in the Northers Pistrict,
whiles the swespstakes single ear went to Dedford County in the Southeasteran District.

This show was held jointly with the ammual frult-ehow of the Ttate Sortiog)tural

Socistys It is estimated that Detween 500 and 600 pecple were present.

L3
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¥iles traveled

Heetings attonded and addresses made
Number pecple sddrersed

Visite to county agents

Miscellarsous visits to farmers and cthers
Letters written

Official judge at corn M- and fairs
Conferences other then with county sgents

Press articles i
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