0

ree) vo communities 111 geve axceollent comtrel

in a1 Aemor on the veevll but the spittle

bug as well, * mat 3 e farmere %o ask 1f this

naterial uld be available in 199 in fertiliser for top

eo!ng, raere had been advised of the ex imente being
hose lines. This ome request was the most

etion by farmers throughous the eoumty,

to report that famers will be able to

of 1999 pince 1t has boen

fem an woll as bv the state
Porti)!zor cont ‘ ] ¢ anticipated that most farmere
in the somnty % ; infeat d stends will wse this material

uring February of 19%9.

raynor it oduced a surplue of hay during the 1957
Poedine sons ther sections of the stete vere not se
fortunate, therefore ent has ccorarated with the
state asriocul twra) derartammt and reliable hey deslers
in locating = bay for sale to be shipped to drouyght

rtriken coumties,




tration we in the K1k

radiue of sbout two miles,

istely oalled in and & coumty

I

farmers snd oquipment dealers
taken in order $o provent
flelda, The appoarance of this
he extenslon arvnt, farmers, equip-
11} t not boem re-

o0

anuary of 1958 for all equipment and
Insect e dea ae woll as cunlom epray owmers % ware
then that ¢ alfalfs veevil would gpread %o other aress of

vised as to the proper

ret satisfagtory comtrol of
1 an

V‘rv.

f the dealers

At e

enoy orated ing demcrotrations in
falfa weev!l by using granulated heptachler
these dem-nstratioms ware obeerved w!th much

as wall as farsere in the




8, State Compotetiom
(pe monber {rom Oraysen Lounty wae interested in the
state competetion because of his very fine work in the
i=i olectriec roject, e attonded the 4~ electrie
congress vith the county sgent in Nlchmond the lattier
rt of ] : gT 88 wvas declared a dis-
a dstrict and twelve from
abi)ty apd the interest

on for the otate

heor
cles
e cooreraticn between the ex' nelon serviece and other

neles of the eounty has beem very close.

en epent with the AZC in holding

the 1 2 C progrm than

ageney. Thees nootings vere

he eounty for the first




>

the Hampshire broed 1s used, 't tonds to eliminate seme of

w rroindice that exists smong famers not fevoring the

learer Ly}« hogse

¢. &l Comyp
Lell mambers from the county vere divided in Junicor and
grouge for camp. The county agent frem (raysem
ttended the senicr eanp at Clyde iustin in Greeneville,
ernessee st vhich 87 semior 4(-H cludb aembers frem 10
emunties attonded e metbers were thirteen years old
ovem e ~ frem Crayern Goumty atterded this
e . ady losder along with 23 junior 4l
ten to thirteen yoars old attended Jumior Cemp
noh in Yashingtem Coumty vith i(-H senbers frem
stles. It 15 felt that the junicr-semior
bos! since 1t gives the Jmior senbers more
lay leadership and sbilities, Before
oum, naturally the seniors deminat d as officers

011 as most other camp sctivities during the

« &8 Short Course
or the firet tine in sovem years the ag wts were able %o
totercet a boy and gir] in attending 4~ Short Conree st

¥ r.J. in June, These folks vers very mueh izyresced during

the triy and 1t fu believed that due te the very favorable

reports, others will want to go in 1999,
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Luring 195 there werv th!rteen i~ clube enrolled in the

gounty by both the county agent and hme demmetr.tion agemt,

were were oo hun 1 o gt (308) beyw an fouwr hundred

txtyp-five (465) girle or a total of seven hunired sevemty

(yﬂrjr) merhe

rs, both boys and girls, The 308 boys oarried

429 41fferent p

ojects and completed 273 of these projects.

1 elubs, one related project was carried by all natbers,

Tated

joets for 1958 vere fHeme Or-unds Besutificatiom.

£ meot intarest to nosbors, I

jocte each nembor was given an

wdit'onal projecte,

f the th!rteen olubs, twelve vere school elube wvhile the
emainin: ono was an out of school club that met at night
or om Ssaturday. The school clube maturally reached wore

1t 18 felt that the best work was dove in the
gnaller out of schoal club. Time does mot perait the orpm-

n'sation of many such clube.

b. Pig Chmin

he Sears o uwck Foundatiom syonoored pig cha'n has con-
tinned in 1958, At present the flwve wilte are with 48
mesbers of the Baywood Club, A1l the guilts have dome well
and are brod for Pebruary farrowing. It is felt that this
1s an exteneion 1iwestock preject for boy and rirls. They

all teke & personal imterest in thelr anfmals and =ince
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of Coomorce, 7! rarticular commumity, Comers “ock Community,

ws the arca vimmer the fMiret year of the comtost eight yeare
0. They placed in the Elus pe (§120,00) and received

an additional 9100,00 prige for having the extstending farvm

yrorram in the arsa,

wpel, the eommumity frem the eoumty, ra~tieipated
n the area swoeps'ares crntest and vas declared second lace
wioner for 1958, his same commun'ty, through it's loeal
ranre was otat inner in the ng- “ommund ty v.o0 “one-
test in 1957. This was not all for Cox's Chapelj they vere
wned snconyg p ten of the nation in this eomtest, They
vere p-t' M od to attend the natirmal neeting at Colorade

Springe, Celorado, Them * now they vere mmong the three

top vinners of the natiom, This pesition they had hold twice

1y e ro ‘eclared third place wimners each time}
vember 16, 1957 at Colorado Springs,
Anner tn the nationa) con-
‘s Chapel a check for §10,000,
and again in 1999 you will
s Chapel “ommumity. They will be beck in
rerular cmretetion in the area commmity swards program a8

w11 as 1o the natioon] grange service emtegte

2. &=l Cludb Vork

8e Urganigation




Forestry

1. Re=forectation

Here intercot s being shown in forestry sach yoar, During

the 1957 planting season, there were 110,000 secdlinces set
n yeen nty. These seedlings were set by 27 different
famers, During the apring of 1958, 127,000 seedlings were
1ivered and eot in the county. /-l clud boys either re-
urehaseld 12,000 of these seedlings.
ighteoen (18) menbers set trees in 1958, Theee 127,000

3

seadl ings wvere % on 38 different farwe in the eounty.
11 seedlings planted were white pine. Due to the Ingquiries
ve had, wo are expecting oqually as nany trecs to be set in

1999 = in 19%8,

rtonsiop Sponsered Clube
1. comsun! ty Clube
The County /»tens!cm sponsored commun!ty elubs in the county
are co-gponsored by the ‘alax Chamber of Camerce along vith
commun! tics of Carroll County. Galax is & tvin eity, in that
1t 1tes in both Orayeom and Carrell Counties. Oreysen Couty
had fMve crmunitics jarticipating in the comsunity improvement
clud vork during 1958, Two of these commmitios partieipated
in the coumty eomtest, one beins eneligible having vem the
elub contest three years age., The county wimner made a good

showing in the arca contest “Ponsored by the Bristol Chember




The statiom hes Inerescsed the!r power from 250 wette to
1000 wvatta, herefore, more people can be resched through
radio than before, viously omly shout ope half the farm
eople could get the loecal station, Since the pover was

Ineressed, all farms in the emmty pet sstisfactory receptiom.

2. Novepaper

he county 18 servieed by ome biewsekly nwepsper. The

wveekly raper previously serving the county was purchesed by

the bYieweckly, The preser apor has good coverage over
sbout three fourths of tho county. The agent hes writtem
los for this paper during the past year.

is 19 'm addition to a weekly cclumm that appears in the
onday's pager co the farm pase, In addition to the abowe
the sgert has been alle to ascist in nany stories for the
farm page. The management of the paper has givenm splendid
cooperation to the agont in publishing seetings and other

iteme of interest to the farmers.

Agrieultural ingineering

le Irigatiom

Pue to the comparatively favorable seasen, no irrigaticm
vas done in the past year., 0o new systeoms were purchased.
coording to the 19°4 census, 1) farms irrigated 175 acres
of land that year, There are only seven systeme in the
ecunty, howvever, more than ome fuwrmer used scme of the

gystems, They vere used chiefly em alfalfa but some vere




Farm and llome [evelopment
rayoon Coumty now has ten families on the fam and home
ovelopment phase of the county extensiem progrem. The
oourty n has Aoum some vork with all these fumiliecs om
n, wiile the hrwe ajent

i1 flervr wwos of this operat

Ath thogse that vere resdy to plan and make

in remodeling, redecorating as well as builiing

f these ton familice

ote 04
this program and have moved
ythars haven't taken the interest

feijated they would, and have not

1y ferty eme (41) broadcests vere made over

juring the year, The county agemt
Tvo daye cach week

Trreytant

the loeal! ratio station

has one reqular broa‘cast per week,
1s used by the agents from Crayson and the other four days

are alotted to sgents from Carpoll County and Allegheny

County, . C. 1s felt thet many people are resched by
froquent requests are rece’‘ved for

the rdio program an

nore detall information,
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tion furms maber tem In the comty ot

take additional farme and will
and Jamumry, The mmber of farme

it or ten,

wnstration farme are serving a
ctive commm?tics,. In al) ecases,
on these farme, Vith the uvse of 0=20-40
good job of demonstraotion that the
fertilizer in the 1Mt proporticn
defin! tely ve op ¢ alfalfa, increase yield and
lemsivity of wds, Three of these farmo are now using

to becomine demongtr-tica

age from a trench silo with
free access to good lerume hay and limited smounts of prain,
Thie farner was sble to show an inerease in production wvith

lese food coet as well as a great seving in labor ccet. A

nov 2ilkine rarlor with ripe 1ine milkers and bulk tark wves

alse vut in. This 1s the only famm in the coumty condueting
guch a demonstration, Soveral Mald neetings have been held
on this farm and humdrede of othor farmers hawe visited his

operation,




s 1958 the association started ueing frosem
woding fee had been §46.50 bt due
184

mal cost of stering the frosen semen, the

bresding fee wme raloed % 87, por sorvios, A2 vas ane

ticfpated by the boerd of directors, the sdditioval 50¢ per

gorvice d14 not hurt the yprogrem, since there were many
pej namely, botter conception rate =8

of each breed frem which to choose.

de Dalry Herd Tmprovement lssociation

The Creyeen County Datr ord Tuprovement Assoc!aticn has
tuenty four (24) menbers with a total of 914 comn. Since
1957 the sssoeiation has more thap doubled 1n hords as well

as mmbey of eowr,

peociation was able to hire a new supervisor at the
he year, 1957, that has proven to be am
excellent verker and i@ very popular ssong the aenbers,
seavge of *he abrwe, the associati n has been sble to move
~th 1n mmber of mevbers and oows,
{s folt thet the DUIA mambare are gotting

sevbore new for the first




»

1957 over the 196¢

The mygply for the corres;onding

tod of 1088 uvas the but 1t wvae M1t thet thie

boon for the seveps eold

t has cooporated with ¢ eomyanics buying grade C
1k in the county in encouraging yroducers to install or
netr et VIype nilking barme. This tyye of aflking barn
woll received and 79 such barne have been put in
ast two yoars. MHany of these are now structures,
1le some have been installed in existing bu!ldings. Eighly
cent of theee och s &4 ot have o' lking machines
ecnstructing the Vetypo bamm, They, of cowrse
#4t eow to can nilkers This ontire yprogrem i
to make the job of milking casier and to eneourage

eduoers to inersase their cow mmbeor,

ia) Proeding
timwed to work with the art!fcial bre.ding
he mmber of oows bLred during

arproxinately ) over the
1 for 1958 wil) reach nexrly
tochnician asployed by the

rcod sarvice and has been sble

cortion rats,
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srade 111k produced

wp by tanker ck fros bulk
Jarity of ouwr producers wnt to bulk
saull nuaber of pipe line milkers have

od particularly vhen new farms have beem built,

wmere 1o the eounty sell grade C sk frem

herds vine in size frem 2 to 20 cown, The sverage beling

to 6 cows, A1l of the milk goes to the two companies, nwmaely
Cornation for ecndensing purposes at Galax or to Kraft Feods
Checre Plant located at the county seat in Indejendence, The

't plant 18 in 1ts third year of operstiom. The Camation
plant at Galux har been in operetiom for & masber of years,
Both recetve milk from cther countics and at the pesk season
they will hendle about 350,000 younds daily. The capacity of

both plante is somevhat larger,

oth of these companies ammounced in Narech 1956, that an
incentive ;rice of 50¢ per hundired would be paid in Jamuary,
sbruary end March for milk produced over the corresponding
revious year. Ihis smouncement bae stimulated
the prade C producers and many of them are adjust-
perstion as muwh as possible to take advantage of
the incsutive price. sports from the companies indieate
that this incentive rrice offered for the firet quarter,

increased the milk supply @bout fifteen per cent avorage in




m

vhey in the future should increase.
ioat of those P00 vhey fed

mmber of 1

ople fecding

hoge have received a very emall

antity of graing noet of

the galn hee beon on vhey and
pasture, The ma) ty of vhey fouding 15 limited to sumer
tine, aince most nlhte during the winter are cold emough te

freese, me have ine

ated tanks but few heave inetalled

autmatic froctors in thelr troughe.

lar’ es ating in the county at this

yoar thore have been two men to dis-

end five new producers have been

li'e'n oowe.
guernsey and jersey b oo's .

hree (73) syringing heffere brought

furing 195%. wo majority of these went
to now erds.

pyrexinetely thirty five (35)

per cent however have been ;laced with ade C producers,

ot of owr Grade wn are tryl Lo increase |rcduction

tarougt enent and breeding rathe

than buying
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that nomally cones within
Ly, arrange-
fice to be

milve jagment, It

co to the furmers of the

st asny sales ips being

in the eounty are for home use.
in the county on about 325 fare,
sold locally ¢ither to neighbore
sareby Horth Carclina. There has beed o
ch breeds as bereford, cland China,
breod in the rast fow years,
wavo any trouble selling
them st homo by the time thay are eight weeks old, Mot
farmers are now providing resture for their hogs. The local

Eraft Foods Cheeso Flant has a8 & byeproduct large quantitics

of vhey vhich they offer famers free st the plast, The

feeding of vhey to hoge is becoming more popular and more

farsers are taking sdvantage of the free supplye

vere sbout 800 Loge fed vhey in the county this year.
hords muwber froem 3 %o 100, Pamers that

have fed whey this rast year have made momay, ther-fore the




1

ige, not & case

) on & conw lant
1oak ondition and vhem 1t dees show up, Information
will e sent out ox oper trestment to cure the affected
sn'males as we oow %o keep 1t frem spreading to addie
tiona) animals Farme 8 have boen warned of the seriouse
eos of this eondition and have boen rather cautiow in

buying thelr replacemente,

e, Voal Poal
raveen County pools 1t's woal vith twe other Virginis
ecounties and four North Carolinme counties, In 1957, for
firet tine in twenty three (23) years history of the
pool, the pool wool was bringing lese at welghing time then
was being of "ered by other buyers. Because of this, the
ool only received sbout 14,000 pounds of the 20,000 pounds
normally collected, As usual the wool pool ooemd ttee nade
a good sale in 1958 and wool did not adwvance as in 1997,

Therefore, there were 19,900 pounds of woel eollected fram

the pool menbor £ this smount of wool, uinetyeeight (98)

yor cent of 1t sold as clear wool, netting the roducer L7¢
per pound, wvhile county buyers were offering i0¢ for the
pame wool, While not all producers take adwantage of the

pool, it is made avallable to all, What does not come %o




cks, Hany of our flocks ia

oss than twenty (20) ewes. Nany &

ewes. Nost of theeo mall MNeck ownere

carry tuice ao many evos on thelr farme
@ alvays, the Grayson Coumty farmers

£1t from their sheep dcllar in 1958 than
1lars iowested in any other type of

1ivestock.

hrough the cecperatiom of a cooperative in this ares,
rerlscenont ewes were nade availsble to Gyaysem County
farmers in size lots requosted, Unfortunately only cme
pan made up hie mind in time to get some of these eves.
4nce we have scme in the county of this type and they
ave rroven %o be satisfactory, it is folt that if the
amo sorvice 18 wade availsble im future years, soveral

sore western eves oan be brought in %o the eomty.

8. Intermal Paresites

Most flock owmers are doing some work om contro)ling
tnternal arasites, Perhape seventy (70) per comt of the
sheop got at least two treatments of (henathiasine per
year; anothor twenty per cemt got the rweemmended four
dooes per year and s Othue tem per ocent pot troated when

gorious troubl ecured o
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attention was agnin oalled to the problem and they are still
beling ren!nd that something should be done to got rid of

re vinter,

2 veder [teer “ale

he agent cooperated with the loecal liwestock market, the
asgent from Carrol]l Comty and the Divisiom of Markets in
condueting two fooder steer sales during the year. The first

gale was hold om (ctober 3 and the sceond ome om (etober 23,

The firet sale, held on Cetober 3 had 799 exttle eonsi gned,
the sale 14 on October 23 had 39 head, Prices received
by farmers were qu'te sstisfactory in both sales, The cattle

wvere graded by representatives of the Division of Markets and

vere pernod and sold sccording te wel hts and grodes. Since

these sles vere a suceoss 1t 1z believed that future vnl o

111 be successfu] and will have more intereet for eounty

nucers, proximately ninety 90) per cant of the ealtle
those sales went out of the county snd £ifty (50)

eor cont wvent out of the state,

3« Sheep
ourty farmers ecomtimme to gradually build uwp sheep

rayson
mmbors, cor are found om 430 furms in the ecunty, the

. 18 around 79500 breeding oves, This mmber showe

total mumt

an increase of ary rinately 200 over last year, There have

boen a fov new Mocks added but meet of the increaso has beem
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the state, the rrices on feedor calves have been pretty wall
ectablished, The agent keeps the furmer of the coumty im
formed as to rewalling prices of cattle aftor the marketing
season starts by radio and nevepajers. Moy of our mmall
produsers earry the ealf erop over wtil the folloving spring
and se? t that tine to furmere in the county a8 well s

farmers fram nean=by countico,

a. Internal Farasites

Farmers are not more conecious of internal parusites, They
are Mscuasing omrtoms and treating much more than in the
ast, Many are treating individual sninals showing symptoms
wiile some treated thelr entire herds for the firet fime this
year, Fublieity was given on the fact that all rescurches
eonducted show that most eattle im the county oan be expueted
to be infested with internal parasites. Fadio programe were
jevotod to the subiect as well as nve articles giving symptons

of infostations and meth~ds of comtral.

be ternal Parasites

In traveling over the county last spring, 1t ws quite
evident that many cattle, particularly beef, were heavily
infested vith 1ice, This was called to the faurmers attantiom
om the radie and through ¢ircular letters and nove articles

ard the agent also nade fam visite, s a result scme 1500

cattle wors dipped and & larger mmber were sprayed to bring

these rarasites under control. In Ugtober the famers




n
por pound as pared to % per pound last year for
first croyp. oo 1z 'raded and sold on a grade

some rrices vere yald this year as have been paid
wi three years, and rume from 45¢ to §1.25 rew
1 tom yer cent beling asdded,. A seoond
venber 10, The hMgheet quality tobacco
is sale since in aromatic tobacoo the higher
pality 45 in the top of the plant which is coupletely re-
versed frem burley tcbmcco. In the second sale thirty-nine

(39) grovers sold 2,605 pounde of tobaese for $2,619.86,

averaging .1.,01 per pound,

Liveatock

ale
> sell thelr ealves through foeder ealf
through the Uytheville and West Jeffersam sale
in 1957, p steer onlvos went for 38,00 per hundred, and
elfors went as high as §71,00, Many other farmers in the
o had calwes for sale were shle te sell in the
f1ald to a botter sdwvantage than in the past, ut in ~oet

ca-a8 scld too early to take advantage of the ieing narket,

e 2 sold their stoer calves for §20,00 in the fi8ld.

wers vho sold early, only received (25,00 per hwdred for
¥ fers and ot e foudor calf salee throughout
helped the (roducer who does not

e, in that, 17 they held their

s sehedule 1s half oompleted im




ortiliser
\o ineronse Iin t J ers having thelr sell tested
lde has beon noticed, As & result more
az boen aecom )ighed toward petting the proper fert!liser

11

od ¢ cbacco land than in the rast, The we of fortd-

liger snalysis (%=12«15) has taken on rather rapidly and i

Too many farmers are ptill using too
totacco and not emough potash, The
vill contime to bring this to the

trive to have thie #ftuation corrected

enongtration
enonptrat'ons vere eonducted by &
ey rocentiat’ £ the tcbacco prading service of the UShA
yom Greeneville, Tervesscs, These demonstraticns vere attonded
by sixty=five (65) farmors that seemed te got gquite a lot firem
rousn these demonstrations
ne o sort thelr toboceo
and that by ‘eing thip, thay will

oturn from thelr erop.

ironatie tcbhacco
ayson County 8til]l leads All the other counties in the state
the produetion of arcmatic tobaceo, The Mirst sa'e vas

old on ‘etober 14 at Indeyendence. Thirty-twe (32) grovers

pold 5,280 pounds of tebacco for §4,383.05. Thie is about




leaflet on d Vanagement®and "The Conrtol of ['!seases
of Purley Tobaeeo™ wns ma'led to each tobaoeo farwer, A

letter accompanied this leaflet, stressing the importance

of yroducing good early stromg, disesse free ;lants, De-

cause of this and other factors, only a few caces of blue-
mold were rercerted and wildfire in burley tcbacco wme auch

less severe in 1958,

During the syring of 1958, many fammers used agrieculturel
rertauyein for the contrel of wildfire in plant deds. In
most Guses the results were good but a few roported some
damage from this disease in the fleld. It 18 mot knowa
vhethor 1t was pieked up in the Melds after transplanting
W & 1ight infestation In the bede
that furt huring the danp wveather after trans-

plantinge

o agert cooporatod with the state exporisest statiom in

s survey smong the burley tcbacce farwers in the eoounty who

had obtained the ¢ yielde, he purpose of this survay
to find out how much sctual plant food was being uwed in

order te obtaln these high ylelds, It had been pcinted out

to the exreriment statiom yersamnel thet sany farrers wvere

sine plant food in emcess to that being recommended by the

cnverinent station, This wee true with a part of the gquestion-

alres returned, howewr, in the majority of e.sos even though

the amount used was in cxcess, 1% was still pretty well

in balante with the fertiliger req frements of the erop.




r alfalfa o de for a longer period,

ueh of the grase hay yroduced in the county 12 from old
remanert nocdowe, Tarmors wers encouraged through rersonal
eontact, rdio and newepsjer articles to apply O=30=30 and
smonium nitrate to their felde, vhen this wos dome the
inerease in yield smounted to as much as four tines the

nomaal yield,

®e fay Supply and Storags
For the third time In several ysars the fursers of Graysem
sve an sdeqate hay suprly %o carry their livestock

vinter. he suprly 18 sdecuate but the qulity

oo much of the hay ‘s far poor gqual‘ty teo begia

'th, (nom=lerume) and much of 1t locses g mlity because of

storage methods, There are 147 pick-up balers in the county
re weod for custom wvork, ve still hawe
cont of our hay stacked or ricked ouvteide

ay danages that 1z stored 1n this manner.

ley Tcbagco
irayeon Commty hme 600 burley allotments that average
roar allotment, he county has the average
or sere of smy of the burley coumties in
the past there bas been cons!dersble trouble

and wildfire, In February 1997 and 1958, &




riotics of alfalfa

Several fammers hawe coopersted in seeding severs] varieties
of alfalfs in the emme Meld, Field meotings have been held
on these farme, Very 1ittle difference has beon cbeerved in
the varieties., Varieties tosted have been, Buffale, «“1llimme-
burg, ie and Kansas Compon, All the wvarieties do well
in this comnty, but jerhays the itlantie produced a slightly
higher quality hay with more leaves and ssaller stems. The
nev var!oety Larragansett has not boem theroughly tested im
th's eounty but at least 21 farners sceded 1t during the yest

yoar for ¢ Mret tine,

¢. Fertilisatiom
A study of 207 poll samples taken in 1955 frem land to be
pooded to alfalfa as will as a fow from land already in
alfalfa show the following smalysis as to phosphate and potash
levels. FPhesphate, Very ligh = 5, High = 23, Nedim - 103,
Low = 72. Potash, Very high - 16, High = 26, Nedtwm - 100,
Low = 61, 1)1 of these samples bad a FH of 6.4 e shove
wvhiile 142 had o of less than 6,3, This gave an ‘doa as %o
the lime and fertil!zer needs at that time, Becsuse of such
infornation 't Las been halpful in amalysing the total situe-
co these sanples csae frem all parts of the county,
p thepe sanples vere taken, the trend vith ouwr farmers

job of fert!lisin e alfalfs ercy has beem

wy are realizing the importance of the jotash noed




has increased
e vore 473 fame groving
have sown alfalfn for the first
eriod, The pumber of scres has
his gave 6.0 acre avorage for
uree are scugwhat encoure ing but
1 the eounty is #till great.
here wvare st1l1l 1,300 fa in the eounty that had no
alfu!fa at the end of 1994, Thirty=five (35) nev farmers
seeded alfalfa for the fMrat time 1o 1998, Many old, «s
rowere took adwantage of the A=3 A5C rrastice
and seeded alfalfa duris he yoar, It in estinated that
the alfalfa screage at this time 15 between 7,500 and 8,000
acres, . : true, 't wvould show an Incroase of 1500
three There vere 500 acres of
the past year the i) practioce

T scres wore seoded on 31 farms,

of course, we to replace old stands

en the way out s in this county do not jJjust plow
slfalfa stands up, without seeling equal or more acreage
back to alfalfa,

t-essed the importance of alfalfa

and will contioue to do se wmtdl

than 1t 18 nov.




Some pasture wms ropeeded in 19568, however not as much as
vas dome following the dry year of 199 and 1995, MNost of
the rasture that had given out because of the droughte had
beon resceded previously. Nuch of what was seedod during
the yast year war cropland being returved to rasture and

was dene through the ASC cost share programs, Dus to faver-
able weather cond!tions, pesture in Grayson County was the
best and furnished more forage for all types of livestock

m they have for the past fMve years. Fammers are con-

tinning to treat the rasturee that need treataent the wvorst,

where accossible, on the cost share program of the ACC,

e to ressing jasture today are using «f ther
w & mater'al eomtaining both phos-
cceseiltle rastures have had ome
hosrhate in the jast and according to

en from old posture flelds, the need

8. inter

he interest in winter pasture has Increased, Nore farmers
are sowing & heavy seeding of small grain mixture for
wintor pastures, he dalirymen and sheep yroducers have
boeome more interested in thies than the beef producers,
evers]l newsyajer a-ticles and radio rrograms were devoted

to winter rasture during July, ‘ugust and Septesber,




Sompandes urcing the use of silage for higher winter proe

m has completed his second vinter feeding
lage and hay free cheloe with )inited grain,
cticon Incrwased above the jrevious wiaterp
cost was much Jess and graln feoding was less than
iving him more met profit, This fawmer fills
e 450 tom tremch silo, from 22 geres of corm and two cuttinge
of alfalfa from 35 scres, plus small grain from the 12 aores

of eflage comn land after It has been sresed in the spring.

asture
asture in son County s the meost important single erop
grown. There are 108,936 scres devoted Lo this crop in the
county as comyared to 99,858 acres fMve years ago. The sbove
108,93 acres of pastuwre 1s found em 2,229 fame. f this,
108,93 acres, 16,624 sc-es 15 improved pastuse, In the
1950 cenous, there wvere only 448 faras that reported 10,911
sces ~f eropland pastured, woh of this 14,000 seres of
land which 1= longer ceonsidered as oropland, was 00
steep to eroy j fital 8 thought that since the
lenger a8 cropland, 1% is showing
ernaideoral? ogress in the right directicn, During the
sme peried there has beem a rodwoticm in the mumber of
scres of ¢ opland harvested of sbout 6,000 aer-ej mcet of

tite 6,000 acree has been turned back to pasture.




wing 300 pounds of 3-12-6, Others are uweing 400 %o

600 pounds of 0=30-30 and adding 200 to 300 pounds of

33 rer cont mmonium n'trate at planting time. Farmers

wing pl

enty of fertiliser in 1958 have made very high

yields since moisture cond!tions have beem vory favoruble.

2. 51lage
Corn grovins for silage inervased by approxinately 100
seree in 1998 above the previous year. Sixty=five (65)
to seventy (70) per cent of this corm was used in upright
slos. The remeining thirty (30) to thirty=five (35) por
cent was stored in olther trench or bunker type siles.
These tyres of silos are becoming more popular with Grayson
County farmers, They not enly find them more econcmieal
to comstruct yper tom capecity but find they have scme ad-
vantage in cost to 111 and foed from. The mumber of
farmers foeding o has ineressed by ten to fifteen
per cent during the past two years, MNere amphasis has
been jut om #flage by extemgion vorkers, milk companies,
f1e)d nen as vo!l as all ailk companies buying both Grede A
he tuo conpanies buying Grade C
nilk pay a 50¢ pe mdred rremiwm for ailk to any producer
in Jamuary, Pebruary and Narch over the smount scld during

the seme memths the jrovious year, This has heljed sti-

sulate 'nterest in lage, especinlly on the smaller farm,

Soveral feature articles om =llage were writisn for the

neveraper in eonrecticn with jaid sdvertisements frem nilk




With liwetock as the major enterprise, the cropping eystem
of the eounty 1s devoted to profduction of the feed crope,
nainly pasture and forage erops, About one oixth of the
farme produce some type of eash erop such as tobeceo,
pouliry and fruftes, wvhich are found om mest famms, but in

nany cases 1t is omly produced fer home comsumption,

oard of Agricul ture

‘he efforts of the arnt in carrying out the Ixtangion
program of the ecunty, for the past yoar, has besn in
koeping with the Extensiem "lan of ‘ork, This rlam of

vork was outlined by the County Beard of Agrienlture.

Corn for Orain
Corn grown for gra‘n in (rayson Cowmty is desreasing im
acrosge ooch year, while the total produstien in tmmhols
is remaining constant. Fram 1949 %o 1954, scroage of eorm
decroased by 2,947 stcres. The averase yield in 1949 was

bushels and in 1952 1o cetimated to be 65 bushels,

42
bhe increase yleld has boem nade possible by the use of new

wd adaptod varietiss of hybrid, as well as the inersased
use of recommerded fort!lisers aprlied at the reccmmended
rate. The sddition of nitrogen, either as a side-dressing
or applied im the m'xture «t planting time has neveased the
yleld considoratly. Many furme-s are nov applying 800 prunds

of 10=10=10 por scre and five to six years ago, they were




Intraduction

Thie report covers a part of the aotivities of the County
xteveion ot w carried out in Grayoom Coumty
from Docember 1, 1957 through November 30, 1958, In saking
this report, the arent has mentioned the most important
sotivities, hovever, 1t nust be kept in nind that the aget
e devoted mueh time to less important projects not sen-

in this roport,

Tyyve of Agrieulture

raveen Coumty hae toen descr'bed ae the platesn deeply
¢ut by stresms and broken by mountains and by high hills
which have round tops and steep slopes. The coumty is
often called "The "ocof of Virginia®, bocsuse of the tweo

1 ghost mountaing of the state being loeated herc, The
elovation rengos frem 2,000 foet whore Sev River loaves
the eounty on the last to 5,715 feet at the top of Meunt
opure in the Vest, Rightyfive (85) por cent of the land
1s cleared and shout the same yercentage 18 ofther steep
or relling. T e steep rough pastures on most of the 2,626
fams average 0,2 acres per farmj ean de utilised only
by beef cattle or sheep, which ranks seoond and third as
the maln source of inecme of the coumty. Dalryine ranks
firet, from the standpoint of income, The large dairy

herds are oomeentrated in the central and eastern parts of

the eounty, but dairy cattle are found in all sectione,
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