IV wWhat are the assets and opportunities peculiar to Mathews
County or our situation which, if recognized and used well, will
overcome problems or meet the needs to make your project accep-
table and beneficial? A thorough exploration of this area of
your planning will determine whether or not the project is worth
while, is worth your time and effort and worth the consideration
and cooperation of the peopl the county. Until you can com
pletely satisfy yourself in rea you can go no further

your project. When you are c letely satisfled, you

for whatever may come,

v If you have done a thorough job up to this point,

ready to determine what objectives you hope to accomplii

are ready to szy with confider that industries sh

tablished in Mathews County Your sbjective may be have
homes or home sites established by desirable people, Or it
be your objective to furnish the people with complete factual
information in such a way that they will comprehend County De
lopment and will desire to cooperate in its many phases,

VI Now you should see your way clear to set your goals. Y
are convinced you are right, You have facts and figures t

substantiate your beliefs. You believe so theroughly in our
project that you feel you can convince all others who must ce

1
operate. You believe you can go so far in a certain length
time, This may be a short time goal and a long time goal.

VII You have decided that something needs to be done,

something of the problems and needs. You recognize some

assots and opportunities which can overcome the problems.,.How
are you going to proceed to get the job done? How are you going
to convince the people that your project 1s desirable? How

you going to solicite their help?

This letter may be too long, but I hope you found thme to read

it carefully. I b“elieve if we proceed along these lines at nur
next committee meeting, we shou ¢ up with suggestions and
plans which will be understood and accepted by the larger groups
in the future.

" fgw

An Educational Service of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Co-
operation with the U, 8. Department of Agriculture and county
Governments




Agriculiural Extension Service
of the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia
August 19, 1961

To: COUNTY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEEMEN
Dear Co-worker:

Apparently our reports at the August 17 meeting were not complete
or conclusive enough to guide the rest of the group to definite
conclusions or actions., We have been given another opportunity.

I will be at our State County Agent's Annual Conference, August
21 - 26, Soon after that I hope you will be able to meet as
committees again to prepare other reports, When we are able to
provide the kind of infcrmation needed to convince this group
in such a way as to assure them that our suggestions are worthy
of action, we will be well on our way toward having the infor-
mation \mIch will influence the people who must be reached, the
people in the county. I doubt that we can influence or convince
others about something which we have not explored enough to
thoroughly convince ourselves,

Here are some things I hope you will be thinking about before the
committee meeting so we can discuss it at the meeting.

I For your projeet or area of develomcnté what 1s the present

situation? What industries do we have? What marinas, landings,
situations which would attract vacationers or fishing parties?
What is our population and who makes up our population? How
much woodland do we have, what is its condition and wby? What
information is available to help us understand our problem?

What people or agencies are available, who are they, how can they
help? What of our people, what are their reactions to changes?
What means of publicity do we have? What people are available
to create good relations or can supply good publicity?

II What is the trend? Trends are caused by circumstances.
Sometimes circumstances can be changed which in turn cause

c es for better or worse. We must know the trends to know
how to deal with them.

III What are the problems or needs which must be analyzed and
thought through before progress can be made? Why have some of
our own industries failed? Do we need publie or private land-
ings? 1Is there a need for development for vacationers? Our
;‘om;g people and skilled labor are leaving the county. Why?

ople shudder at the words "zoning" and "inAdustry". Wwhy? What
él x;xo:ge?d to get favorable reactions if desirable reactions are
esir




1) Is it a good project?
2) Why is it particularly suitable for our county?
3) What obsticles have prevented previous action?

4) Wwhat are the things which will overcome these
obsticles?

5) What are your suggestions for proceeding?
do you suggest to assist, etc?

6) If possible, evaluate expected results or ac-
complishments.

This is a big order for a ten minute report, but a carefully
prepared report wi‘l f’imx’ﬂ'ﬂ action and tend to prevent
pessimism. It is h that a complete committee ms
selected for each area ’\F 1 1~ nt at the meeting

know of anyone who you think willi contribute to y

please see that he or she geis special invita

the meeting and see that he or she gets on the c¢

Yours truly,

E. L, Phillips
County Agent

An Educational Service of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute in
Cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture am
County Governments




Agricultural Extension Service
of the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia
August 14, 1961

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

SR— R ™

Kenneth Ford

Gen. G. H. Vogel Frank Preston

Edgar T. Reeves C. Aubrey White
D. D. Forrest
Hudgins Miles
James Potts
Charles (gill

MARINAS, BOATELS, PUBLIC LANDINGS, VACATIONERS, BIC.

Carl Blanchard
Don Bowman

~

Clarke T. Richardson

1AL _INFORMAT ION p N !
EQRESTRY L_INFORMATION A
James Garner . W. K, Lennon

Spencer R. Hodges W. E. Walters

E. L. Phillips John Warren Cooke
H. J. Mead
Jeannie Everding

Dear Co-worker:

The meeting of the County Development group in the Court Room,
Thursday, August 17, nay very well be the beginning or end of
a program of planned progress for Mathews County.

The report of your committee will be directly instrumental in
guiding the thoughts and future actions of the people present
and of other interested people.

Qur first meeting brought out chiefly a hodge-podge of opiniors
and beliefs. Most of these were not based on actual facts
gotten through careful research,

The purpose of your report is to clearify the phase of develop-
ment which you report so definite steps may be taken to reject
or proceed in an effective manner., This does not mean that you
are expected to have made a complete survey of your project, but
rather that you have explored it sufficiently to ascertain Its
merits and be prepared to suggest or recommend a proceedure far
further exploration and action.




Agricultural Extension Service

of the

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia
August 12, 1961

Dear Co-worker:
Re: MATHEWS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The Mathews County Develorment Executive Conmittee will make their
report as directed at our first meeting, on Thursday, August 17,
in the Court Room at 7:45 p. 3, | make every effort
present, The mbers « 1is coomittoe have put conaiderable
effort into this repor y will need all possible thinking
and cooperation to pr ith pl

to be

A notice of this meeting ir a 1 1 give other people
interested in our count rogress an opportunity to attend, If
you know othere whom tuink wi niribute in any way, please
urge them to be pres

The brief report will atiempt to give you the present situation
or vhere we are n 3 prrebl ! neods which may

and overcome; owr dl tive & end opportunitios and
sugpestions or recommer {ons r future action in 1

of our develoment,

An Bducasionst Servics of ihe Visginia Polytechnic Inssitate in Cooperation with the U. 8
Depariment of Agricalture and Comnty Covers. ais




MATHEWS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT
. **++ PREPARATIONS FOR THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING ##+*+*

Purpose of General Meeting: Reports and outline of what shald
be done in esach area or phase of
development.

Appoint a working committee for each
phase of development.

Each committee to go into separate room. Choose a chairman and
secretary. THEN . . . s s 59 o9 v » il

1, Determine something of present situation and trend
What the chief problems and needs are
wWhat the chief assets or opportunities are

Estimate the value or advantages resulting from
actions if taken

Suggest goals if feasible

Suggest methods of proceedure which can be used by
working committee or group (Demonstration, coopera-
tive action, publicity, local advertising brochure)

Be prepared to make brief report at General Meeting
Suggest meeting date

*#%* Reunite for brief discussion, sumsmary and instructions *+¢




The order of business will be to discuss briefly the
present situation in each area to be considered, Then
the various comnittees will split into separate rooms

to discuss plans for getting information and formulating
reports for the next gcneral meeting,

Please do sonme thinking about your area of development
before the meeting so as to be specific, brief and com-
plete as possible this committee meeting. (If you

nt
can not possibly attend this meeting, call 5-5821)

Yours truly,
‘;i glfg Ain é/ﬂkjﬁzlJ

E. L. Phillips
County Agent

An Educational Service of the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute in Cooperation with the U.8, Department of
Agrieulture and County Governments




Agricultural Extension Service
of the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia
July 2%, 1961

EXECUT IVE COMMITTEES
DNDUSTRIES QPULATTON_AND. 1B

SRR
Kenneth Ford
H. J. Mead Frank Preston
Gen. G. H. Vogel C. Aubrey white

MARINER, BOATELS, PUBLIC LANDINGS, VACATIONERS, ETC,

Carl Blanchard
Don Bowman

Clarke T. Richardson

EQRESTRY CRUTION  PUBLICIEC AID

..\ﬁ :’Hg
E. L. Phillips Dr. W. K., Lennon
James Garner W. E, Walters
John W. Cooke
H. J. Mead

Dear Co-workers

At the July 13, Mathews County Development meeting,

Mr. Minter suggested we select a small number of people
who attended the meeting to consider all the suggestions
made and formulate our outline of what should be done,
then report to this or a larger group in the near future.

"Mr. Bowman moved that Mr. E. L. Phillips be appointed
Chairman of an Executive Committee to be selected by him
from this group or wherever he wishes to select them from.
They will explore all suggestions and report back to this
group or larger group in a month, more or less; at which
time committees can be formed."

I have selected you to help on this Executive Committee,

I have good reasons for your selection. If it will be im-
possible for you to serve, I am asking you to select one
other person with equal or better qualifications than
yours, to attend the first Executive Committee meeting.

The first Executive Committee meeting will be held in the
Board Room in the new office building, Thursdg, July 27
t 8:00 p.m.




of the county? Ton be successful, a county
development program should be understood and
appreciated by the large majority of the people
if it is to be accepted instead of rejected or
abused.

The Publicity or Public Relations Committee has
an extremely important job which must be done
with wisdom,

If we are to proceed by the committee method, you can
see we need about six capable Working committees.
Please look over these six phases of development and
send me, by July 24, which of these committee or com-
mittees you would prefer to work with.

I must be out of the county July 17 - 22 and the first
week of August. This will necessitate my being very
busy the week of July 24 - 29, However, if I receive
your acceptance of committee respansibiiity this week,
I will try to select one person from each committee

to meet with me during the week of July 24 - 29, so
we can proceed reasonably rapidly toward a future
general meeting and some kind of working group.

If you know of persons whom you believe can contribute
to our County Development in any phase, please have
them contact me or accept a committee position.

The discussion at the meeting indicated clearly that
research, exploring and work must be done by each
committee to separate facts from fancies and to express
and evaluate them for our best use or rejection. I

am sure you will accept the phase of development you
are most interested in and in which you can make the
greatest contribution,

Yours truly,
L AN S pan
E.L. Phillips/
County Agent
fgw

An Educational Service of the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute in Cooperation with the U. 8. Department
Of Agriculture and County Governments




Agricultural Extension Service
of the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia
July 15, 1961

Dear Co-worker:
Re: Mathews County Development Program

Since I was selected as Chairman to choose an Executive

Committee to facilitate future proceedures, I would like
to give you a brief statement of the discussion and make
some observations and suggestions for our future actions.

1) The population of the county is slowly decreasing.
What is actually happening? Why? What kind of
people are leaving and what kind of people are mov -
ing into the county? A committee should explore
this situation for our consideration and action.

Many retired or partically retired people have moved
into the county in recent years., Is this desirable?
Should the County Development plans be designed to
encourage or discourage these? This committee may
be the same as No. 1.

There was considerable disagreement concerning the
importance of our timber land in the county. A
thorough study by a Forestry Committee could throw
much light on this area of our development, Other
agricultural problems may also be handled by this
committee,

Boatels, public and private landings with surround-
ing interprises, developments for vacationers needs
to be explored thoroughly by another committee.

Industries for our county received more discussion
than any other phase of development. There was
probably wider disagreement of opinions on this
topic than any other. However, it was generally
felt that proper industries would meet more needs
quickly than any other phase of development, This
calls for a competent, searching, forceful com-
mittee.

Who should take the responsibility of promoting
public relations, publicity in the county and out
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The rural non-farm people will become more and more a

part of the Extension Program, especially the loeal organiza.

tions, as they become more involved in the County Development

Program,

The follewing pages are notices, letters, and instructions
which indicates some of the proceedures which were used to
prozote our County Development Program,

There is considerable enthusissm regarding this effort,
However, there are many problems, many things to be learned,
We have found that the people of the county are dublous
about this type of program,

We have found that it is wise to keep the people well
informed as to wvhat is being attempted and the motives of
each step before attempting definite actions toward goals,

We have also found that those who are enthusiastic
vant to rush in without cemplete information, Interested
people who are not on working committees have a tendency
to be impatient or lose their enthusiass when progress

seems to slow down,




The County Development Program which was started this
yoar includes consideration of establishing and encouraging

marinas and individual vacation areas and mctivities, These

should not only furnish more recreation for our loeal youth,

but should offer them business eppertunities,
RURAL NON.FARM WORK

Mathews County is an all rural county, Much of our work
is done with and for non-farm people, Much of this work is
done through our many organisations, We help with plans er
material for meetings, We work with their committees and
speak at the meetings or discuss their problems with them as
called upen.

Most of our people own their own homes, We are oftem
called upon to help with problems in home grounds and gardens
and the animals kept at these homes, The many new owners
moving into the county eall on us to help with their shrubbery
and general planning problems,

We also help many of these non.farm people with their
forestry problems and getting their excess land inte pere
manent cover crops or %o make other uses of the land not

used for ereps,




working habits, good family relations and the satisfaction
and pride of a job well done,

We believe that the rather extensive information given
at the meetings and the participation of the members at the
information meetings did much to keep more members interested
in their projects and assisted the members more completely
with many phases of their projects,

The slides used at the meetings were selected, with the
help of specidlists, to meet 4i-H members needs, The teacher-
leaders at these meetings often expressed their appreciation
for the kind of information given,

WORKING WITH OLDER YOUTH

We have no Extension program dealing directly with older

youth groups, However, we do work with organisations which

bave programs which involve youth interests,

We assisted the Ruritan Club with their softball pre.

gram and their attaining a plece of land to establish
various kinds of recreational facilities and oppertunities,
We also assisted with the Spring Festival Committes to
help raise funds to obtain a beach to establish a recres-
tion area, Ve helped with the music in several churches

in which some young people were involved,




members to help make the year most worthwhile for all, This
meeting gave all participants a part in plamning the years
progress,

One meeting vas devoted to making drawings and plans
for home rooms, homes, home grounds and vegetable gardens,
Drawings vere shown by the agent, then chosen members
demonstrated theirs on the black board, Teachers helped
the members to work out their drawings by seale in regular
school work for the record books,

At one meeting, slides were shown to depiet lawm
problems, good lewns and how to make lawns more beautiful
and practical.

At another meeting, slides were used to help with the
many areas cf prunning shrubbery and using suitable shrubbery,

At one meeting, slides were shown to help the members

identify common plant insects and diseases and their control,

Slides of various aspects and activities of camping

were shown at one meeting to help members to realize the
ful)l meaning of camping and to decide whether or not te
attend Jamestown 4-H Camp,

Parents of members vere kept informed as to the

projects available and how to use projects to develope




are undervay to use the blooms for perfume products in the
county, Progress has also been made to sell, retall, bulbs
in small personalized packages,

There is some hope that our commercial flowers can be
made much more profitable with vork and conmsiderable in-
genuity, Commercial flowers can provide profitable use of
our smal] farms and supply vork for many pecple,

A-H CLUB

We bad no over-all 4-H County Council, I discussed the
4i-H program of the year with the Superintendent of Schools
and principals so they may know wvhat we have to offer and to
get their suggestions, All of our meetings are held in the
schools on class time, The teachers remain in the room
and help with the tasks to be done., We attempt to make
these meetings as practical as possible and much of the
instruction and information is in line with lessons and

vork the members receive in their school work,

At the first meeting, the motto and pledge were dis-

cussed 80 all would get a better understanding of the full
meaning of 4-H Club work, Frojects vere also discussed

80 eech member would have an opportunity to make suggestions
and could more fully understand his opportunities and

responsibilities. Suggestions wers then made by the




Most of the work was done om an individual basis, Farmers
would contact me and we would determine the problems and pos.
sibilities of a management program, The owners would then be
directed to foresters or the A.5.C.8, Office for details,

14 owners planted 89 acres of open land te pine seedlings

2 owners spot.planted 20 acres

10 owners bulldosed 219 acres and planted or left to seed

naturally

1 owner disked 17 acres before cutting the timber

1 owner disked 25 acres after cutting

6 owners killed veed trees to release young seedlings

COMMERCIAL FLOWERS

Commercial flowers is & project which is sultable for small
farms, BEven the smaller farms are large enough for family-sisze
projects and for some extra labor at pieking and planting time,

Our greatest difficulty is marketing blooms and bulbs pro-
fitably under present conditions., Our efforts wers directed
towards this problem this year,

Planning Committee work and meetings were dome chlefly on

a two county basis (Gloucester and Mathews),

One all.day area meeting was held to discuss problems and

methods, Local meetings were held to assist with problems and

help work out better harvesting and marketing methods,
Considerable work was done throughout the year to find

and establish better markets and marketing methods, Plans




met with five groups to explain the clinic and its services,
Several letters were sent to all organisations in the county
and articles were published in the local newspaper regarding
the clinie,

There were 215 interviews held for people from Mathews
County, This 1s equal to all the interviews held for people
from Middlesex, King William and Sussex Counties combined,

We believe this is an indication of the success of the mental
health program in our county,
FORESTRY

The progress in forestry was rather slow in Mathews County
this year, We have had a difficult time getting heavy machinery
into the county for the small tracts here to show as demonstrations
and get the cost and value figures which could be used to promote
good forestry practices as practical practices. Some good
demonstrations have been and are being set up and we believe
considerably more progress will be made in the future,

Forestry will be a definite part of our county development

program, This will give the forestry program a wider publiecity

and vill probably make it more receptive by more classes of

voods owners in the county,




LIVESTOCK « DAIRY « POULTRY

Because of the relatively few projects in Mathews County,
they were dealt with on an individual basis,

Meetings and schools were held in the area, but very few
producers attended,

Good progress was made during the year toward improving
breeding stock, better pasture and forage crops and improved
feeding, Much time was spent helping the owners of from 1
to 5 or 6 animals to prevent diseases and treating sick animals,
This may not be the best way to spend our time, but it seems
to be necessary whem it cost from $15 to $20 just to get a
veternarian into the county,

MENTAL HEALTH

Our 1961 Mental Health Program was a continuation of the
program ve started in 199 and intensified in 1961, The mis-
apprehensions, the fears and even superstitions by so many
people hinder the intelligent uses of mental health institutions.
Our objectives were to inform the people as to the purpose of
the Tidewater Health Cliniec, the services it offered and how to

make wise use of the clinie,

The committee met six times during the year to make plans

and to promote the program, Representatives of the committee




production of crops. Several of the farmers increased the sise of
their operations by renting, or using free of remt, neighboring
farm land,

Most of the land responds well to good management, With
normal rain fall we can produce good crops, but excess water in
the fall often prevents crop harvesting on some of the land which
is poorly drained and wet natured,

It 18 very difficult to get our farmers to attend meetings
and schools; though these are offered to them each year on a
county or district basis, Most of these farmers wvere visited
during the year to assist them with the various phases of pro-
duction., BEmphasis is placed on soil mansgement by soil types
and soil tests and general good erop management,

28 news articles were published in the local newspaper
on the many phases of crop production im 1961, 10 ecirecular
letters were sent to the farmers giving current information
about the various phases of field crops,

This was & good growing and harvesting year for corn,

80 ve may have reached our goal of 55 bushels per aecre yleld,

It 1sn't likely that the goals of 30 bushels of soybeans,

0 bushels of wheat, €0 bushels of cats and 50 bushels of

barley were obtained,




Mathews County Planning Commission, and zoning and subdivision
ordinances,

March 16, news article in our local newspaper, "Industries
in Mathews County"., May 11, news article, "A Planned County",
September 7, news article, "Mathews County Development”, These
articles pointed out our meeds, our opportunities and reports
of meetings and our progress,

There has been no County Development Organisation established
to date, The instructions we received at our district meeting
helped clarify proceedures and responsibilities for such an organ-
isation,

Many of us in Mathews County believe that considerable good
can come from & County Development Progrem, It will entail muech
planning and work by many people, It affords the county agent
opportunities to wvork with many people he has not worked with
before, Properly conducted, it should help Mathews County to

grovw orderly and more rapidly and with less costly mistakes,

It will almost certainly strengthen the agrioultural program

because of its affiliation with an over-all program with its
many participants,
AGRONOMY
As the census indicates, there are very few farms in

Mathews County, Practically all farms are too mmall for econcmioal




August 8, representatives of Virginia State Commission of

Industrial Development and Research Section of Area Development

visited Mathews County all day to become acequanted with our

situation, At night, they met with about 45 interested people
to discuss our development problems and plans,

August 14, 1 wrote & letter to the project commitiee members
asking them to prepare a written report for the meeting to be
held on August 17,

August 17, 33 interested people met to hear and discuss the
project reports, The committee members were asked to make further
studies and be prepared to make more definite reports at a later
meeting,

August 19, I sent a letter to the committee members giving
in considerable detail, suggested methods which could be used in
making their study and reports more complete and understandable
and in a form which could be acted upon by the larger group.

September 15, 7 committee members met, It was suggested
that a county-wide survey seemed necessary to help determine our
situation, needs, and opportunities before definite progress
could be made in any area of development, A committee was
appointed to petition Mathews County Board of Supervisors to

authorisze a county study group to investigate the need for a




July 13, the first Mathews County Development Program Meeting
was held, 22 of the group, plus three or four others attended the
meeting to discuss the situation, problems and opportunities in
Mathews County, At the end of the discussion, a chairman was
selected who was to select a conmittee to study the various phases
of problems which had been discussed, to make suggestions for
future action and to report to the group at & future meeting of
this group and others who may be interested, I was selected as

the chairman,

July 15, 1 sent & letter to all present at the meeting,

stating the various areas of development discussed at the meeting,
These leaders were asked to choose which group each would like

to work with and to choose others in the meeting or otherwise
qualified, and to be prepared to help work out details at a

later meeting,

July 24, 1 sent a notice of the 14 leaders who indicated
that they would work on committees, This letter gave notice of
the committee meeting and something of the areas of development
we would study and a suggested outline of the approach to each
problem that they could use to reach more definite coneclusions,
Eleven leaders met, were divided into 5 problem groups and

worked out a report to be givem to the over-all group,




Several people to whom I talked suggested that a meeting of
interested people be called to discuss the situation and to get
the feelingsand suggestions of these people,

Proceedure
March 13, sent letter to 37 leading ocitisens and officials

asking, "What one thing would do mest to improve Mathews County

and her pecple?”, This letter produced three replies with several
ideas and suggestions,
March 24, sent letter to 41 of same leaders and officials
telling something of response and suggestions I had received as
a result of the first letter and asked for additional suggestions,
May 3, sent letter to same group giving some facts and figures
and asked for opinions about a planning and soning commission,
June 6, sent letter to same group giving a list of all the
suggestions I had received and indicated that the responses
warranted continued sction regarding over-all county development
activities,

June 26, letter to same group, stating my willingness to

arrange for a discussion meeting, providing enough peeple believed

such a meeting would be bemeficial, A return post card vas
enclosed with the letter which was to indicate whether or not
each would attend such 2 meeting, 24 people did indicate that

they would attend such a meeting,




Mathevs County Development Pregram

In January, I began talking to officials and leading citizens
in the county sbout the possibility of a concerted progrem which
may be developed to help us work out our own improvements,

A cursery examination of our situation indicated that our
population has been relatively stable in numbers for many years,
but that we have lost many local residents who have been replaced
by new residents from other areas, These are chiefly retired
people or people near retirement,

The income from farming and seafood which has been produced
by loeal people has decreased sharply in recent years, This bas
been hastened in the past three years by the disease vhich struck
our oysters,

The tax needs have been increasing, but this has been met
chiefly from the new residents and the inereasing number of people
who commute to work in other areas,

This cursory examination also emphasised some opportunities
vhich may improve our situation with proper exploration. Our

soil types will produce excellent loblelly pine; our 12 square

miles of inland vater and miles of bay shore offer opportunities

for desirable home sites, marinas, boatels, many forms of recrea-

tion and attraction for vacationers,




Mathews County
The 1959 Census of Agriculture for Mathews County helped to
prompt the county agent and county leaders to look for better

vays of improving rural living in Mathews County,

Mathews County extends into the Chesapeake Bay and is almost
surrounded by water with many rivers and water extending inland,
Much of the land is flat and too wet-natured for producing farm
crops, Most of the farms are too mmall to produce crops econ-
omically, Between 55 and €1 percent of the land area is woodland,

The following information indieates what is happening to our

agricul ture:
1959 Census 1954 Census

Total land area 55,680 acres 55,680 acres
Land in farms 12,763 acres 16,278 acres
Cropland harvested 4,722 acres 6,114 acres
Number of farms 247 458
Average size of farms 51.7 acres .3 acres
Reduction of farms by definition &7

Value per farm $9,292,67

Value per acre $ 21.06

Commercial farms 45

White operators 236

Non-white operators 11

Managers 1

All tenants 9

Average age of operator 58,7 years

Corn produced 182 farms 1,393 acres 360 farms
Wheat produced 35 farms 280 acres

Oats produced 26 farm: 130 acres

Soybeans produced 116 farms 2,268 acres

Commercial flowers and bulbs sold 15 farms

Standing timber scld 13 fams $25,07
Total population of Mathews County is about 7,000 people and has
been so over the past many years,




County:  Mathews

Nemey E, L, Phillips County Agent

Neme: _Frapces Wrotep Stenographer
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