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TLTURAL COUNTY

ls of the famous Peaks of Otter, in
rginia. The James River boumde the County
iver in the boundary on the South, and
the North and the Sovth and is gently
ty lies at the edge of the City of Lynch-
few miles of the City of Roaroke on the

fifth largest county of the State, comtaining 791
roximately 491,460 sores, According to the 1950 cenms
2,631 of which are white operators end 369 negro

»399 acres in “armland., The fermland is divided
astured woodland, 4,072 acres of miscellaneous
of tillable land,

the total agriovlture of Bedford County

een, hoge, poultry, spoles, peaches, corn,
atoe oth pronessing and fresh market),
ba 3 ‘noluding fireecuraed, bright, burley
| 1 and lumber make Bedford County agrioulture ome
ified farming areas in Virginia, Bedferd is also
g of ldspar which ranks second in the Country in
ned, It also ranks very bhigh in pulpwood

ty = Aesirable agrioultural area is the
ant s0il types, and convenient markets,

ads rassing *hrough the County; the Virginian
art, Norfolk and Weetern through the
rough the northern part, U, 8, Routs 460,
in Virginia, passes through the center of the
» than two=thirds of the secondary roads
e new hardtoped, making marketing direct frem




] ) dairy animals which makes
s the or source of income comes
grade A dairies, approximately 1,250
ver 300 sour cream producers,

ts all farmers who are in the dairy
roduction per animal wnit on the farms,
with low prices for mamufactured milk makes

Tysccute,

er cow in the D, H, I, As, which includes the
nly 6580 which is still below a good

roali o their situation some work was dene
resenting *the D, H, T, A. who sponsored a
topics of feed management, especially legumes
duotion, The Artificial ®reeding

v with fUxtension, has put on a very extensive
importance of using better sires in producing

ons also have been a means of trying
as irdividual ocontacts, Dairy school
order that the average dairyman might realize
would mean mere dollars for the same
i ning farmers to this situatior has
herefore, a County and Dairy Committee is being
the County Board of Agriculture to make surveys
w to better help the dairy farmer realize
In conneoction with the lew production per cow,
in Bed ord County also needs to improve om its
nt program, This phase eof the dairy preblem will
mrunity demonstrations beth experimental and

spresentative wholesals, Mamfaocturing and distributing
> with the Extension persommel in coordinating s pro-
lairyman improve his management and feeding pregram,

has affected at least 300 dairymen in the County, It




nued progtam with the assistance of a
e average income per cow in Bedford County

~OCK

nty concists of beef cattle, both commereial
ish comprises the second larges source
resent time livesteock farmers in the
ves in a situation of lowsr prices and average quality
he profite from livestock farming considerable
However, during 1956 working through the
n, considerable improvement was noted in the
vhich were marketed through the Feeder Calf
reason for this improvement was due to the
oses of the Feeder Calf Association
sontacting every breeder of beef cattle
the importance of improving the calf orop,

nty. At the

e

bhasise

ivestock school, conducted by Extensim
ghten and encourage the beef cattle
pay more for the herd bull whioch
ant of the herd. As results of this
feeder calves were sold in the sale
being rejected by State greaders,
»ing into the top grades of choioce

€ ;A ing livestock farmers has preven very
sssful , howey ; t the answer to the complete program and
in order to adva problem of better sires and better
lity livestock,a estoc mittee is being organized county-wide
te survey and eva e presant situation and te help set up a program
whereby farmers in » County will be reached and & higher quality
1 % ly be put inte operation,

this

attle and swine program there are 36 sheep growers

in a similer menner to improve their

more pounds of wool was sold off these 36 farms

same number of sheep than the previous year,

that the management program both in feeding and
paid hardsome dividends, During 1965 various

was mailed to livestock farmers in the County and

attle field day was held im early July fer the first

was very successful, In co-eoperation with

Chamber of Commerce and Bedford County

has anticipated

1 thet a similar program will be

working

1
which
o

iford
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r, vari

NOMY

rroat

most

isal of emphasis put on agronemy
ous phases of agronomy was stressed
important preblem in the agronomy
idersble work was done along this
rezing farmers to seed and topdress
proper fertiliger recommendations,
whether being permanent or supplememtals
some work was done was the use of ime
ww variety of hybrid seed known as
and in all four ocases the corn stood
roduced more grain per acre than
same conditions in the same field,
will have a great demans for this
1956 if seed is available,

receiving major attemtion was seeding
hrough letter, radie, television,
more alfalfa in accordance with
recomendations which resulted inte
tional alfalfa during the year,

were encouraged to test their soils

r various oropes which has resulted
s taking soil samples on various

rmer

made

lizer used for tep dressing pastures
Also some sections eof the County
Vore fertilizer of the 5-10-5 and
sonnection with seeding small
r been used befere, Farmers seem to
a high analysis fertiliszer now

that an Agronomy Committee will
i of Agriculture to make

in oarrying out important phases of

a




interest was given in comnection to soil con-
rectioces oarried out in the County, The
obtained by working clesely with the Soil
the A.5.C, office manager and the County
the entire allettment of §93,557,00
~ovament practices om the farms,
rovement, including new seedings,
and establishment of sol water-

sonservat ion practices put inte the
no* meet the needs in Bedferd County
1 committee will be organized ar
ture to help emphasize and encourage
yomplete soll conservation practices
heen coneiderable thought and
ip a three year contest en
a farm basis and it is believed
to encouraging more cemplete

unty ies confined largely te
las and peaches,

apple and peach growers in ths
e small rumber of such farmers
orchards and in addition have
by Extension Specialist which
» and in erder to assist
hem receive the recommendations
nt on spraying and oulture
i ;an possibly be,

1 the Virginia Hortioculture

ary 19566,

trees were set in twe
of the largest orchards




£ being renovated with the addition
hin the next two years,

wwples did not occur as the cold
rop completely and the apple orop

farmers in Bedford County did
he fast that there are only

;rowers in the County and mere
fined to the family size poultry

ring the year a survey was made in

grading market in the Roanoke
poultry producers in the County and
7y would he interested in shipping

r operators in the County ranging

0, all of which are top conmercial
ldom arisen to assist these

- marketing outleok informetion

to fill their houses with baby

lock ownere oulling demonstrations
some sxternal and intermal parasites
« A number of these producers
‘uring the year to help them do
locks, It is anticipated in the
icient a peultry committes will be
r farm fleoocks for the future,

roximately 216,000 acres of privately
mty with a majority of this receiving
management and good ferestry is oamocerned,




ol
seedlings were set, 11,000 in area
tered in all seotions of the county,
tretional plots were set by 4-H club
ose of demonstrating “*he proper
ni to determine the growth as time goes
mers seoured the services of foresters
wking sales and a few farmers had
marked for seslect outting and thimning as ome
in forastry work here in the County, During
r the County Agent to assist with the
rogram in the County, More than 176 high
in fire fightiag, tree estimating and re-

tter forestry in the County redio talks,
forestry literature and posters were distributed




of 50 alubs and 1198 club

of 6 olubs over the previous
Itar orgainization which
Jounty,

an 5400 boys and girls of olub age
to use to reach those boys and girls
rned is a%ill vnsolved, However,
- lub programs on a olassroom basis
at present offers the best approach
boys and girls,

schools through the coeperation
throughout the County, et prorent
n of where vosation agrioculture is
ng has been set up by school principale
: 01led both in 4-H and FFA or FHA
older boys and girls centiming

p we have the privilege of pre-
» respective age groups in our clubs,

was required by ell club members
able to present a more ocon-
~73 and girls which proved
cular was noted, and thet
plated projects was obtained, which
n one-third of the olub members
hases of safety at their slub meetings,
presentod om telavision whioh added
the suocess of the safety oludb project
baing sarried by each club in the

by club members during the year,
o, farm and home electricity, beef ocattle,
t snd sheep, all of which received
- p meatings, community demon-
contacte,

ivi held during the year wes
rducted on a three-day basis
liers affecting the County,

i in this three-day cownty-wide
" anthuiasm,




boy and
County ¥

1 mam

th

unt

-wide oroject imstruction program

1 'h was attended by mo..' than

s followed by & Couvty tractoer
by tractor deslers,

dford County 4-H membe-s
»ting., This geemed to s:imulate
rought aporoximately 40 outitanding
roximstely 200 outstanding oiudb
r the Distriet and it is re.
1 the

rteansion agents that this

splayed a lot of enthuidsm

air and the Lynchburg Farm
ach other in the Fall, During
s exhibited livestock, canning,
nd handieraft work in the loeeal
0,00 in premiume,

Jtate awards during the
sorvation who attended National
"ractor champion operator who
ntest coming out fifth place,
received sgholarships to State
largest mumber ever received

is

ving splendid support

wards a trophy te the outstanding
¢ Commerce who spousore the
hih

for exhibits, Farm Machinery dealers
iford City and County
and organizations, full sooperatiem
ors WBI.T, Bedford; WSLS, Roanokej;
NSL8, Roanoke and WLVA, Lynchburg,
1terest to club members in doing e
yoar more than 300 club members had
nd television programs which is
rogram in Bedford County,
Al

nd our loeal papers the BEDFORD
1-H club program in Bedford

#o and grow as it has,




roposed plam of +h rtension workers to establish
ymnittee for 4-H club programe in Bedford Coumty which
r the cooperation of the County Board of Agrioulture
i it ie planned to have at least 64 additional
» o ¥agisterial Distriots of the County
sound effeot on our total 4-H olub

RGANIZATION

sommunity improvement clubs in the County,
and two the previous year,

the westside of Bedford County and
Improvement Contest which was
edford Chambers of Commerce, These three
wn initiative with the assistance of loeal
alists from State Extension Office,

nt clube seem to have ome thirz in commen,
, 1t ocannet be seen, but a closer workimg relationthip
riends of the commmity, or what you might call,

another better”,

sommunity has completed a community club building
sed for their regular meetings, Other commmities
raising funds for the same purpose and it is very evident
achievements such as improvimg farm buildings, land-
rovements, mail bex improvements, and many other
se organizations worthwhile,

unty operating om a community basis is the
ritan clubs, all of which add to the improvement
» and pood fellowship amomg neighbors and friends

ationge have a distinot advantage in the County
3 e orzanizatioms are in function local
1 in helping ecarry out extension work




DEVELOPMENT

iford County is being initiated in

ted families in which farm and home develope
» families selested have been more or
derate means and facilities in which

with theese families has been over-
that the program will gain more

endation on assisting the ferm
ecial committee of the Board
and used in an advisory capacity in
ase of extension work,

lopment work has been very interesting
t of work has been carried have
it is believed that they will
county in the future,
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