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Nelson County, which is located in the
Pigdmont Section of s is noted for its
diversifried type of . culturé. The most isportant
money crops are apples, peaches and tobaceo. Livestock
is a wvery important part of the operation and
much revenue of the county is derived beef cattle,
sheep, hogs and poultry. In connection with the crops
and livestock, the Nelson County farmers are striving
to use proper rotations and proper pastures in order
to grow a better type of livestock.

Due to the ruggedness of the county, orchard
work and general farm crops and livestock seem to fit
the needs of the county better than any one crop systea
that has ever been started.

Although the farmers are very slow to
appreciate the fact that the revenue from forest pro-
duots has been greater than any other erop in the coungy
for the last few years, a few of the farmers are bdegin-
ning to realize that better forest practices must de
carried out and are carrying out same on their individual
farms. , .

Our sounty
’N“‘l-. :

In addition to the a , Nelson County 1is
fortunate in having four industrial plants loeated in
different sections of the county. Socapstone, rutile,
ilminite and feldspar are the minerals that are mined
and processed at these plants. The plants afford a' very
good outlet for our own farm products and Yring into the
county a tremendouse sum of revenue.

There i also a tomato cannery located in the
center of the county and for many years has been putting

.




7

up a nice pack of tomatoes. This year, though, the
tomato acreage was not increased, but the pack of
tomatoes was about the same as it has been for the
last several years.

All in all, Nelson:has a well-rounded type
of o;ruul and although the lowly hen is not
given much cro&it for the prt aho does in the ecounty,
we find that the poultry o.rg some revenue to .
every farm in the county. e tot.l revenus from
poultry ranks third in the agricultural products.

The outline which follows this parsgra
will show the many activities engaged in by the
County Agent, represeating the Sxtension Service and
working in eooperation with all other Atucin in
Nelson County for the betterment of culture and
the people as a whole. o

COUNTY ORGANIZATION

Extension work in Nelson County is handled
primarily under the direction thco-ynauo

’ o
Agriculture. -This Board ooopud as the Board

u
of Directors of ku-utho

what is
Leader system. This s
the county divided hto ﬁuo _niu
are formed when living, mm nﬂ b-h.u ponditions
of the people are taken into consideration. In other
words, a M“:I is considered that section in whiech
the people na ly come together, either soeially,
educationally or in a business way. Nelson County has
ten organized communities, Each of these communities
has a man-~chairmen and e woman-chairman. The chairmen
- of the ten commiunities make up the County Board of
Agrisulture. The County Chairman and County Co-Chair-
man are‘elected from the Board members.

Each community is brokem dowm into neighbdor-
hoods, A neighborhood is that portion of a community in
which from 10 to 25 families live and it is found that




these families have somewhat Of a common interest.
. In each neighborhood & man end woman leader are
_8selected, e neighborhood leaders are asked to
keep in close touch with the families in their
neighdborhood and to pass on to them vital imformation
that will be helpful to these families in an agricul-
turel and homemaking way.

These leaders are also asked to keep in touch
with their Community Chairmen and the Community Chairmen
are asked to in touch with the leaders. These
leaders and the County Board of Agriculture are asked to
work with all sgricultural agencies that are operating
in the county. The loecal workers of these agencies are
assigned certain communities in which they have been
asked to keep in close contact with the chairmen and
leaders. In this way, it is planned that all informes-
tion that should be passed out to the families in the
county can be readily dome through the Neighborhood
Leader system, and which has been locally called the
“grapevine method”,

These Chairmen and leaders, in tum, ve
back to the local workers of the variods agencies
suggestions as to how the work should be operated in
the county. 3 :

As fer as Extension work is concerned, the
County Board of Agriculture makes a plan of work that
the Board thinks will be helpful to the eounty.

There are 73 neighborhoods in Nelson County.

‘n:h::nt honestly believes that this is the best
me of passing the necessary information on to the

families of the county.




I. PROVEOT ACTIVITINS
(a) Agromomy

Due to the drought, wery little red clover
seed was saved. However, approximately 100,000 1bs. of
lespedeza and 1000 1lbs. of orchard grass were saved in
the county this year.

Preactically eall.of the agronomy work will be
included under the heading of “Agricultural Conserve-

tion Prograa”.

Certified seed corn was planted this year by
twelve farmers. Practically all of this seed was .
Hybrid seed. No definite informstionm as to ns
uuomruuu-umuonuuuu,m t is
estimated that the Hybrid corn has out yielded the open
pollinated coran this year on an average of five bushels

per acre.

(v) Hrtiewlture, Fruite asd Vegstables

Under the | of horticulture is
ineluded all work conducted with qpl.u. peaches and
vegetables.

The orchardists of Nelsom have iearnmed to
depend upon the information furnished through the sprey
calendar service. This service consists of furnishing
each orchardist with a spray calendar for the year and
then sending out speecific information on each spray,
giving material to use and dates to apply. This service
was continued throghthe year without a hiteh.

Pruning demonstrations have been held in the
county each year and during the past year five demon-
strations were held in the wvarious orchard sections of
the county. These demonstrations were wvery well attended
and muech interest was exhibited by those present.




Three peach tnnh‘ dmtntiou were
given u the county this year.

Because of the number of inexperienced workers,
five peach harvesting demonstrations were given.

» This y-u'mmty harvested the largest '
orop of peaches on record.: Accurate figures are not
available at. this time but u is estimated that over
250,000 bushels were harvested. As a whole the unu‘
’prieomgoodmit-unmtuuomto-n{
orchardists to receive this nice reward, y lu
to the fact of the failure in 1943 bmnu the freese.

The winter meeting of the Joint Amherst-Nelson
fruit growers was held in Amherst County. This meeting
wes ‘attended. Valuable information was furnished
. the growers by outstanding suthorities, and one man stated
that he thought our joint meetings were even better than
the meetings of the State Hortieultural Society. v

The summer meeting of the Amherst-Nelson vaon
was held jointly with the Annual Stoeckholders MNeeting of
the Arrington Cold tive. This fnvitation
was gladly «mﬁd growers aiid a splendid
program was presented £

Previpus to the mlo harvesting season, the

- fruit were invited to attend a meeting to see
what could be worked out for securing emough labdor
to handle the fruit erop. The cooperation of the schools
had been enlisted, and although the school authorities
could not see rit to declare a recess for the a 10
harvesting season, ,the authorities did arrange

that there was no &mnp brought upon those 'ho toud
it necessary to stay out of school to help with the °
harvest. Before the close of schools, June, 1944, at
the suggestion of the School Buporintndont, the Agent )
visited each high school in the county eand was givea the
privilege of talking to the school growp ia r to

, the necessity of all school childrem helping th the
fruit harvest. A check up on the results of these
meetings show that the children responded in a splendid
way to this ecall.




In visiting the peach orchards and packing
the peach harvest, the Agent found that
ls, who would have been considered too
young for work, were accomplishing a splemdid job.

rﬁm the need of some sort of organization
p tadkle the many problems that the fruit
were faced with, the growers qn November 12, 1943,
organized a Nelson County Fruit Growers Assoelation. A
director was elected for each magisterial distriet, in
addition to the ident, treasurer and secretary. ’
(The Agent was elected secretary.) This Board of Di-
rectors has kept a close watch on any developments that
:::n affect the fruit growers, both apple and peach,
has ially worked hand in hand with the Farm
Labor after finding
: hn Labor

C dngfut deal in
securing baskets for the harvesting season.

This Board held a meeting with represeantatives
in the county and representative

308 cars of peaches were shipped out of Nelson and we
believe that this job eould not have been

a satisfactorily manner had it not been for t splendid
work of the Board of Directors working in close coopera-
tion with the cold storages and reilroeds,

The Fruit Growers Association, thru its Board
members, feeling that something should be done in ad-
vance of the harvesting season, held a meeting with the
owners of the Canning Company in Nelson and the Manager
of & canning company in Lynchburg to see what these
canthers ocould do to assist in saving the peach erop in
case the market for the fresh fruit fell through. These

b
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canners expressed their will mp and M
their best cooperation in ing the mu erop. This
cooperation was gratefully roooivo‘ by ‘and a
check-up at this time shows '.httlnom-tom
the growers several thousand dellars that would not have
been made had the canmning tutoriu not dbeeén in mntie-.

The Board very recently held a conference with
our Extension Horticulturist in regard to the post-war
work of handling what now looks like will be a tremen-
dous erop of peaches from this county. This is an
example of the forward thinking that this Board is doing
in the interest of the fruit growers of Nelson c«-ty._

Action was taken by the Board to see thnt the
War Food Administration gave Virginia a representative
on the National Committee that was set up to work out
the ceiling prices for peaches and apples.

ummu.-n-uupnucm.
le erop for Nelson, it was still
rhdmthordm’mtwulbo

At this time definite frigures are not
available as to the exact number of bushels grown, or
the price received, but it is estimated that these beans
grossed the farmers around $100 per scre. The manager
of the freezing plant advised the Ageant recently that
the quality of bean grown in Nelson was not exceeded by
any other county iam the State or any other State from
which they received beans. He further stated that the
quality was 8o good that he hoped that the acreage
could be very largely increased in 1945.
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The W.T7.A. 4id not ask for an inerease in
the uction of tomatoes for canning purposes in
the United States, and for this reason, the State of
Virginia and Nelson County were not asked for an
increese. However, it was thought advisable to have
grown in Nelson County about the same acreage that
had been grown for the last several years. With this
in aind, effort was bdrought forth to bdring the acreage
of tomatoes for cenning purposes up to around 200 A.
This was sccomplished. A good growing season and a
fairly good harvesting season enabled the farmers to
produce about the same number of bdushels of tomatoes

ugh the acreage was slightly less that the year
ore. Practically all of these tomatoes were to
be sold to the government for war purposes and the
local cannery -here met all requirements in order that
it conld be on the list of certified canneries with
the government.

(e) Livestoek

Under the heading of livestock, we shall
inelude sheep, cattle, horses and swine.

(1) cattle

- Farmers have been encouraged to
attend the purebred sales and feeder calf sales that
have been held within reasonable distance of the

t{. Through these sales several purebred animsls

we been brought into .the county and these additions,
with those already in the county, will be of great
help in improving the type of cattle in our county.

Calves from Nelson County were entered in
two feeder calf sales -~ Charlottesville and Richmond.
Two farmers’ consigned 35 calves. The farmers were
satisfiéd with the prices received. These farmers
also received much valueble informetion in learaning
how to grade their calves and in learning what type
of calf the buyers wanted as feeders.

The local suection markets were offering
a very good price for calyes this year and due to
this faot it was rather difficult to interest the
fersiers in consigning their calves to any special
feeder ocalf onlo.v




I would like to mention here that every
effort is being made to inecrease the quality of our
tures and the grazing capacity. This effort, in
urn, results in better guality of beef grown at a
cheaper cost.

(2) Sheep

For some unknown reason the sheep
population in Nelson County has decreased in the
last few years. This is not for the best interest
of the county. Sheep raising in Nelson has proven
most profitable to those growers who have continued
in the business and who have seen to it that the
pastures were treated with lime and zu;.xnu and
that a supplementary pasture is furn sd for winter
and early spring moaths.

Our list of 51 sheep growers of Nelson are
furnished information in regard to treating their
sheep for stomach worms and where necessary the Agent
has given demonstrations. It has been found in the
past year that the salt-lick method is working very
effecti . (One treatament for worms was demonstrated,
in whiech sheep were treated.) Phenothiazine is
recognized and used fairly extensively in the
: coun ’o 4 :

‘ After demonstrations for the farmers for
-several years and teaching certain farmers how to
dock and castrate their lIambs, the farmers them-
selves do ctically all of this work, but now and
then the t 15 asked to give a demonstration.

This year two demonstretions in doeking and castrating
were given in whiech 32 lambs were operated on.

Certain farmers in Nelson ever since the
United Wool Growers Association has deen organized
have been delivering their wool through this organiza-
tion. The set up has worked so well that we find each
year a few who have never delivered to the Association
put’ their wool in. The number to pool wool does not
inerease rapidly, due to the fact that once in a while
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an old member stops raising sh and has no wool to
sell. This year, 17 growers delivered to. the Associa-
tion 2321 1vs. ot wool, and for this received in cash
$1128.02. These 17 farmers will receive another pay-
ment on this wool. It is estimated that these farmers
profitted in the amount of $116.55, plus the satis-
_Taction of knowing that their wool was being handled
by their organization which has boon serving theam
orﬂuuuy for many years.

The Agent attended two meetings for the
wool growers - one in Roanoke and one in Harrisonbur
These meetings were attended in order that first x.J
information in regard to the operation of the Associa-
tion might be brought back to the Nelson wool growers.

(3) Swize

¥ Through the Neighborhood Leader

System, such a good job was accomplished in urging

the production of pork in 1943 that a surplus of hogs
was found in the county in 1944. However, it is being
found now that those who paid attention to advice and
have on hand their own pork are enjoying a satisfaction
that others do not have. 5Sacon and fat-backs are al-
most impossible to uun at local stores at this time.

The pig & ut conducted under the auspices
of the Sears, Company whereby a certain number
of purebred Borbnunvam, ced in the county
with worthy 4-H c¢lub boys, has had a good effect in
getting the farmers of the county to use better types
of males and sows than in the past. This pig project
will be reported under 4-H Club Work. The Agent con~-
sidera this a most worthwhile demonstration. \

It has been found that the most effective
way to control worms in hogs is by using phenothiazine.
Two demonstrations were given and it is almost im-
possible to rfind words to express the good results of
this treatment.

: The Agent has been called on many times to
give information and help for hogs that ste suffering
with & troudble called "down in the hind legs™. The

=10




cod liver oil and Fowler's Solution of Arsenic treat-
ment has been found most effective in ecuring this ‘
trouble. It is most encouraging to the Agent to have
the farmers come into the office and say that their
hogs are all right after giving this treatment.

(4) Horses

Under this heading, the Agent has
consistently insisted that the farmers use a competent
veterinarian’' in treating horses m other animals for
various diseases.

(4) Yerestry

=
' No demonstrations have been conducted
under this heading but the Agent has been instrumental

in securing the services of the Soil Conservation
Service Forestry Technician, who has visited one farm
. and gave the farmer nluuo information in estimating
the value and type of his timber.

‘The Agent has spent much time hmth‘
the cutting of puynod and timber products to assist
in the war effort. t has done all in his \
z:nrtcgotmnmn cut this pulpwood and timber

such a way that the romtq' would not be devastated.

=

(e) Agriculturel Engineering

Plans were furnished to two farmers -
one for apple packing shed and one for a machine shed
and shop.

Help was given the owners of the Nelson Canning
Company in getting surficient supply of water to take
care of the canning operations for this year.

-




(f) Yarm lLaber

When the fruit growers of Nelson
found that they were faced with a r crop of
peaches and a large crop of apples a scarcity
of labor to harvest these crops, they asked that
the Extension Division make all possible effort to
assist them in securing laber from 'out of the county
to harvest these crops. Two -othp yere held with
the State rorruuutin of the Farm Labor Program,
and in eddition to this, much individual work was
done to get a lsbor Camp established in the eouty. .

After looking the county over tho

the dairy barn, on the Oak Ridge Estate of J. Ryun.
grandson of Thomas F. Ryan, was selected for m camp
site. Many humorous news stories were writtem and
many comments were expressed in regard
bara for this purpose. Nevertheless, those in
authority reported that of the thirty-nine oup set
:)“:.n:hol;tau thohiryhnu.pmnd be the

of all.

established u.-a
muut ’nc':z udot
workers who would be asked to

apple erops. Albemarle v

producing county in the u

s Was selected as the coun
meet should be held to -ut ou
apply both counties. The Farm
and the Board:of Directors of the
Growers Association set the date:for
it was held in Charlottesville. Wage scales were
agreed upon but it is regrettable to lave to say that
this egreement was not adhered to in full®by either
county.

Just what type of labor would be used in
Nelson for harvesting the peach crop was a bdig
question: The only labor that could be located was
vacationists and college students. This type of help
was. inexperienced but hed the seriousness of the Jjob
at bheart, had the capescity and willingness to take




" instructions emd were just such a fime type of people
that the peach camp was a success. Some of these
people came for a week and some for two weeks. They

-came from Penmnsylvania .‘hl.lt"‘l D, C., West
Virginia, and from n.ri.- cities in huinu

- For the two weeks period the peach
harvesting, we had in this camp 40 men (24 men over 20
and 16 boys) and 66 women (44 women over 20 and 22 girls).
The men and women did a marvelous job. The bdoys and
girls as a whole did well, but of course, there were
exceptions. These workers were used by h orchardists,
Space will not allow a statement from each one, but th
statement below is a good example: .

*If it hadn't been for this camp I'd
have been in a pickle this morning.
I could only get two regular pickers.
Now I've got 17."
-=-Quoted Mr. Harry T. Greiner,
- Piney River, Nelson County, Va,

This type of labor was not available for
apple harvesting season. The Farm Labor workers
recruited labor for this work from southwestern

Virginia and Ken « - Much -to our @isappointment,
thhhhor-o):a.auui-’ mountain boys

who d4id not care or not and, as.

a whole, ﬂa.:m 4 very unsatisfactory group. We
had applica for 158 workers needed, but for »
reasons every one's control, 47 was the largest
number at the "'camp at any one time. This made it
.mecessary that only a few be allotted each grower and
a good many of the growers did not use this labdber
because it was too expensive to transport them. This
meant that in the long run, only 5 growers used the
labor. The boys in the group who really worked made

a nice sum of money and were a great help to the

growers.

I have begn advised that the Emergency Farm
Labor Program was given to the Ext. Service because
of its peputation of doing a good job. My humble
opinion, after experience and observation, is that
it 15 almost impossibdble to make & real success with




such a program. As a whole the type of labor necessary
to do a good job cannot be found. If it be possible to
get the vacationists for both peach and apple harvest

seasons, I believe the program would be more sussessful.

No one knows until he has to have the
_ responsibility of setting up a Farm Laber Camp inm his
county how many headsches are before him. The details
connected with such & project are too numerous to men-
tion at this time. ; : :

Another type of labor furnished to the county

~ was city boys who stayed in the homes of the farmers

dur .the summer season. One farmer had two boys who
sta with him through the season. The boys proved
most satisfactory and the farmer was most delighted with
their services. Another farmer did not have such good
experience. The two boys he had stayed only a few weeks.
The third farmer had four to come into his home and help
during the peach harvest. He found them to be real
gentlenmen, reeal workers and was most pleased with their
help.

out the War Manpower Commission
tions, the Agent was instructed to furnish or net
to furnish nluu:huuxdhc the the situation of

those workers who hed to leave the farm and take
.other employment. This is a most uu-turutog‘. i:b.
that has ever been wished on a County Agent. AR
part of the labor program but I believe worse than
operating a camp. During the year 17 farm workers

asked for releases from farm work to go into other
employment. During this time, & were granted releases.
The reason for these releases varied from sickness,
which made the applicant unfit for farm work, to the
fact that the farm on which the person was working was
Just not a paying proposition and the man would de
contributing more to the war effort to go into other
work. Another reason was that some of these farm workers
could not be placed on farme bDecayse there was no re-
quest for such workers. Much time has been spent on
this phase of the fam labor prograa.

My humble opinion,6 coupled with that of
leading farmers, is that the labdbor situation will bde
worse in 1945 than it has been in 1944, and for this
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reason, I believe operating the Fara Labor Program -
in 1_9&3 entails more hardships than have been
experienced in 1944. I look for general faram orops

to be reduced to some extent. However, it is almost
impossible to let down on the work that has to be done
on the commeércial peach and apple orchards.

II. AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION PROGRAM

On December 4, 1944, the t's resigmatiom. ...
as secretary to the Nelson County Comnittee was
accepted by the Committee, and during the period of
this report, the Agent has not kept in close contact
with the detailed reports and of the AAA as had
been done in the past, but has kept in touch in a
general way and has given all pessible assistance to
the office personnel and to the County Committees g
Having res ag secretary has worked for the best
as far as and Extension work is concerned. The
cooperation between these two agencies and the
personnel is splendid and is second to none in the
‘state.

Te® \he Gounty dgvat fer all egriesiter
: ty tu
ty; .3 this building is
stenographer,
- Soll Conservation Service,
Demonstration Agent. During certain days
eek, “the Farm Seocurity Administretion super-
the Federal Land Bank representative and the
cy Feed and Seed Loan representative have cer-
in hours to meet the farmers of the county in one
room of the same building. The County AAA Committee
holds ite monthly meetings in the office in the
building qlso. With all agencies operating under one
roof, it makes it much easier and much less  confusion
for the farmers of the county.

Under the AAA Program, the county is divided
into eleven communities. Each community elects five
community committeemen at ¢ertain interwals to operste
the program. These community committeemen assist with

.
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the and work under the direction of the

County Copmittee and the County AAA Office.

During 1944, these committeemen assisted the

farmers in tmuhing them infomation in regard to

the pa They were responsible for the Food '
on Campa which was launched in 1944, and

-do farm uuu connection with this work.

; A total of 1468 farms are covered by serial
nuwibers under the 1944 program. Approximately
of this number will qualify for a cash paymeant or
grant of aid materials. The period covered by the
1944 progrem is January 1, 1944 to January 1, 1945.

' 440 tons of graant of aid phuphno have
mcnxmutmnum.mnoomor
mntduduu hpommnotuqloun
asreage of green or commercial lime and
phosphate used h: uuu : the above, but it u
estimated to be 600 acres of nnmcu
4000 tons lime and 250 tons t is,
h qualifry for mt under the ,m-.;

190 »

. h to the Au:
/Parm ry amuu. 1"« wire, Certifrication

of Canners, M-. lmnu. Issuance of
Farm Slaughter Peraits, Transportation, and one or
two o minor War Board functions. 'hmmluu
most of e War Board work with the exception of
deferment of Agricultural workers.

‘ In handling the rationing and work of the
different Jobs, committees were set up, and at this -
time I want to pay special mention to the sub-committee
which has handled the rationing of gaseline for trucks
and non-highway purposes. This Committee was set up
on Oetober 16, 1942. Shortly after deing organized,
this committee of five persons decided to meet each
Thursday night, The records show that this commiitee
has not failed & single time to heold its meeting on
the -pt::ntod time. During this period, the full
Commit has been present at the majority of the
meetings. The State AAA Office reports that mo such
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Under the law, the County Agents residing in
the counties that are in the SCS Districts have to be
a member of the Board of Supervisors of the District.
The Agent has been a member of this Board andhas acted
as secretary for the last two years, (Nelsom County is
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in the Thomas Jeffersdn Soil Conservation Distriet.)

In sddition te being secretary, the County
Agent works in close cooperstion with the loecal
representative of the SCS, who resides in the county
and has his office in the County Office Building.

Although the work is progressing slowly as
to the number of new farmers Joining each year, the
interest and cooperation of those farmers who have-
Joined are increasing each meath.

Up to date, 6] farms are signed up in this
program and the good results of this work can be seen
2s you drive through the county and can be ascertained
if you talk to any of the fermers in -the pregran.

A 4

VI. Wer Board Activities

the period of this report, the County
War Board, which is composed of representatives of all
the agricultural agencies operating in the county, was
asked to be responsible for two items;-(1) The deferment
of agricultural workers from Armed FPorces, and, (2) Be
the co-ordinator bdetween all agencies opera in the
county. Alse, the of this » the
War Boerd has he nee and has investigated and
ected upon 48 cases asking for deferment.
In connection with the deferment work, the
Board was asked to consider, and if found advisable, make
reconmandation in regard to requests for release from the
Arned Service. In handling this matter the War Board was
very careful in considering these requests. There were
requests brought before the Board but the Board oanly

agde recommendation for _3 releases,

In addition to heolding local meetings, the
War Board attended two district meetings called by the
State Selective Service. The purpose of these meetings
was to acquaint the War Board with the changes that were




taking place in the Selective Service Systea, and
ask in person the War Board's eooperation in this

to
work.

 4-H CLUB WORK

There was not Assistant County Agent to do
4-H club work in the County from December 1, 1943 until’
April 1, 1944. The work during that time was carried
on by the County Agent to the best of his ability,
although in a rather feeble manner.

The present Assistant County Agent will give
details in regard to the number of clubs, members,
projects, ete, but the Agent wishes to state that he
attended and held eludb meet during the period
Deec. 1, 1944 to Ap 1, 1944, that he lined up the
boys in the various 300“,: sspecially in the Sears,
Roebuck Cow-Sow-Hen « In addition to loeal work
in the county in regard to the above project, a mee
was held in Lynchburg where the agents from nine counties
were present. The pu.rt:l' esof this mee was to get
this project clearly lined up and to get latest
hhro“m that would be necessary to put the program -

" When the new Assistant Agent work, the

Agent emsorted him to every club and saw t he had an
:{’oﬂnuy to present his for ecarrying out the

ub work to the members. behalf of the new Assistant
Agent, I wish to say that he started the work under a
great handicap, which was brought about by not enough
work being done by the Agent previous to April 1. Con-
ditions were 80 that no more could be accomplished than
was .

Mr. J. G. Hamaker, Assistant County Ageat,
turned in the following report:

Period: April 1 ~ Deec. 1, 1944 -

A new man coming into the county as llf.o as
April 1st is serjously handicapped by being unacquainted

19~




\ with the 4-H citb"n-bon. the -hniunn. and the
location of the eludb members, just at the time when
most project activities ohnil be underway. i

: e - By previous arrengement,
;h;t April Da‘ nee ?ro devoted to the Thomas
efferson Day o t was ‘a good program, well
carried out u,‘.m the olubs. The May meetings of

the clubs was the only time left to give direction

to and organization of the summer vacation activities,
as it is not possidble to hold summer club meetings .
under present transportation restrictioms.

s Visits - During the summer vacation
90% of the 4- u rs were visited one time.
Many of them two or more times as the case required.

On these personal visits, the Ject
practices were and record books t up te
date. A check up of these visits shows 20% of the
members emrolled did not have the coasent of the pareant
to carry the project, or else the boy did not make an
effort to do ing about it. This condition emphasizes
the fact that too often the emphasis placed on securing
a large enrollment is out of proportion to the amount of
8 = ‘ta. that can be given by the club leader or eclub

a

proper time. In many instances, the con-
ditions at the home were such that it was pot at all
practical for the doy to carry the project for which he
had enrolled. " -
There are thirteen 4-H clubs in the county,
two clubs in each of thie four centralized schools. A
cludb for the grades and a club for the High School
students, and & club in éach of the five smaller schools.
The Home Demohstration Agent and the Assistant Agent carry
on this work Jointly.

At the November meetings local leaders were
secured for each club. At the December meeting, a
program for each of the meetings during the year will
be presented by the officers for the clud to adopt. The
prineipels of the schools have granted permission for.
the cludb members to have extra time to carry out this
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The attitude of all the prineipals has been
entirely ooofor-tin. allowing us to hawve~such perioeds
of the school schedule as are satisfactory. Two teachers
in one school have not permitted students to leave the
class sessions to attend the 4L~H cludb meetings. This -
attitude we believe to be due to the lack of informstion
as to the purpose of 4L-H eclub work end also to the fact
that entirely too many, in that particular school, have
not carried a project, although attending the club
meetings. This is an aree in which the houses are widely
separated but there is a limited area suitable for gardenc,
. few real farms, very little poultry or swine - an ares in
which some definite plann will have to be done to make
the club work a real contribution to the community.

Y Demonstrations were carried by four of the
cludb members to show the ¢ rative yields of hybrid com

and open pollinated corm. e demonstrations have been

favorable to hybrid corn; in one case an increased yield

of 25% of the hybrid corm over -the open pollinated. In
all eases the hybrid corn has stood up better. There are
fewer barren id stalks. The stalks are not as large
and coarse. The Hybrid has a much greater root system,
thereby giving the stalk & greater resistance to drought
and greater anchorage. : : Y :

One member, his second r, fed .out .mou-/
fully two baby Deeves. He won th and seventh in the
Richmond Baby Beef Show and Sale, receiving $463.55 for
the two calves, He is feeding two more for the year
1944~45. Three other boys bought calves in September,
but because of an sccident, ome boy was oblig to sell
his calf., Top class calves were selected by the Animal
Husbandian Departament of V.P.I. for this project, In
line with the Baby Beef preject, five tours were con-
ducted, at which time the boys took part in stoek judging
contests, There is a decided increase in interest in the
feeding of baby beef. The 21 boys who went.on these trips
have gotten a new conception of the beef type of animal.

The breeding pig preoject that is sponsored by
the Sears, Roebuck Foundation hes been carried well with
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one exception; apparently too much interference on the
part of the parent. The pig was not fed according to
directions of the fat pig project. The statisti

report on ea:rhum of the fat pig ‘nojoet is irely
out of line th the number of preoje earried tiirough.
A check on the summer visits siows that only 35Mnrnod
in completed reports. In most cases the job was well
done, but no final reports were received. We need to
find a better method to get a larger number of completed
reports turned in.

The poultry project, as a whole, was not
satisfactory. A few nembers did very good work, but
less than 20% completed their reports. . 33% should not
have enrolled since no serious attempt was made to carry
the project.

The ﬁﬁn project had 69 enrolled. Several .
very good gardens were grown. One was outstanding -
ﬁ” .00 worth of vegetables raised, a met profit of

96.20. The garden project, as a whole, was not satis-
factory. Appreximetely 50% of the number eanrolled
appearently did not give the matter serious comsideration
before earelling. Of the other 505. two-thirds made
satisfactory report.

This report is not intended to de pessimistic,
but rather critically constructive, There are pro-
biems to be met. They can be solved with a care check-
up of the enrollment, a closer direction of the projects,
of the record books during the summer and the record books
in hand at the club meeting in September and October. With
this, we should be able in another year to meke a credit-
able report.

ViII. ¢ USION

In conclusion, I beg to state that the coopera-

tion between all agencies working with the farmers in
Nelson County has been all that any one could wish for.
A large part of the ent's time has been spent in work-
ing out the coordination between these agencies, and the
Agent honestly feels that the success of this work has-
been 50 greatthe time devoted to it could.not have been
better spent. I
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91, Total weanber of fusiss’ ‘.’iuyno.c- ' 1
. 1 Number of farms on which changes i practices have definitely resulted from the agrieultural program
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3. Number of farm homes involved in preceding question that were resched this yedr for the first time. -
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20, Number of farm homes with ¢-H Club members enrelled L e — R & e I
30. Number of other homes with - H Club members enrolled - ———
n, TMMUMM!&“MW&MJWMM fl“mﬂ.ﬁ —d'-h-“
32 Total pumber of different other families influenced by some phase of the extension program. Iselude questions 24, 27 sod 30 minus depbeations:
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@) No. of members,
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25. Total sumber of commaunities in county. (Do not inelude number of neighbarhoods. ). Ao
8. Number of communities in which the extension program has been placned ecoperstively by citousion ageats and local committees . . .._._l.ﬂ__..._.,.
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38 Number of members in such clubs or groups. :
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(2) Obtaining purchwed or high-grade females
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(4) Improving methods of feeding
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(6) Contreliing di and i para ey

(T) Controlling predatory animals
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(1) Home demonstration agenta

D +H Club agents... -

(3 Agricultural agenta.

ol (4) State extension workers_ -

: @3 Number of communitios in whieh work was conducted this year
: guu-&-amum-—m—-*uy—
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(b)) In the use of recommended erop rotations ._.....l.g_...._.....
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67. Number of fagmers assisted this year—
(- h“—nhm‘..
smell roes. (Include erceion-ecntrel

plantings) .

(¢) With strip eropping.

(d) In comstrusting terraces.

() In graming waterways or ptherwise pre-

venting or controlling gullies

() With eontour farming of eropiand

r 2
3

(0 In dimber estimating and appraisel.

@) In making improved thinnings, weedings,
or pruning of forest trees.

(@ With selection culting .

(@) With prodéstion of naval stores__ -

() With produetion of maple-sirup producta._

Uhm*'ﬂ--ﬁ' ‘
--u—-.- :

+ N In contouring pasture or range. ;
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I summer(allowing R » ; : : '
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(m) With b, ; : ; g
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. or amisted during the year: : ' AR
(8) Legal soil-conservation districta
(®) Voluntary soil-conservation associstions
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75. Number of farmers assistet! this year —Contisued.
(@ In getting stafted i fuming, orin ro
locating
() With credit problems (debt adjustment
and financial plans)
@ T wsing “outiook™ to make farm adjust-
} menty . . : :
(0) I devwloping o tarm plaacotly. . . ‘ @) WHh o farm-dntome statement- for WX
@) In developing s farm snd bomie plan.. ... prarposes C
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Agricultural agents..
§ State extension workers.

e T T

T8 Number of voluntary local leaders or committeemen assisting this yoar

. Number of toturs sondusted this year to observe sonomic and social conditins in varions Inndl s BReRE o i
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goverument, public finance, and farming conditions relsted to these problems = PR TS

81. Number of displaced {amilies assisted this year in finding employment (agricultural and nousgricaltaral —

82 Number of nonagriesitaral groups to which any of the sbove e amd aeeial problems have bees presrs el and duweomeed (his year < o PTIRER S e
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88. Number of voluntary local leaders or

“ 89, Value of prodlacts sckd or purchased by
cooperatives assisted during the year
(questions 86 and 87) * oo

90. Number of farmers or families (not mems-
hdw*u
the year.

ﬂ'&.dp“ﬂ-wb
" farmers or families involved in the pre- ) i
ceding auestion oLuds - : s
o 93 Number of private merketing and distributing agencies and trade groups sasisted this year. i £
93, Number of programs ' pertaining to marketing agreements, orders, surplus removal or Lend-Lease purchases aasisted in or conducted Shis year_

94. Number of marketing {acilities improvement programa ' participated in or condueted this year =

98. Numbes#wof marketing surveys assisted with or conducted this year

- 96. Number Wuf special merchandising programs ' participated in or conducted this yesr -
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98. Number of programs * relating to marketing services and costs of distribution conducted this year..

9. Number of programs * relating to transportation problems conducted this year._ . . .
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105 Number of families assisted this year in—

(s) Construeting dwellings. ...

@ Remodelingdwellign. o .

() Tostalling sowage iysteme .

(q Installing water systema. .

(¢) Instafling besting aystems..__

(N Providing nesded storage spees. .
(@ Resrrsnging or improving kitchens .

(R) Improving arrangement of rooms (other

than kitchens)

() Improving methods of repairing, remodel-
ing, or refinishing furniture or furnish-

g _
(f) Belecting housefurnishings or equipment

106, Namber of amoeistions organised of assisted this

year to obtain electricity
107. Number of families assisted this year in—

(a) Obtaiming edeetricity
(3) Belection or use of electrie lights or home
electnics) equipment

(&) Using eloctricity for income-producing

_ puTposss.
Farm Buildings—Continued
108 Number of farmers assisted this year in —

(a) The construrtion of farm buildings.

3) Remodeling or repairing farm buildings
{¢) Sebeetion or ecastrestion of farm-buikding
cquipment. —

108. Number of farmers assisted this yesr jo—
(@) The selection of mechanical equipment

5 Miaking meore efficient use of mechanscal

equipment
110. Namber of farmers in Ube
maintenance and repas of e pae—nt

this year
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Inctde all work with sduita, ¥ Club members and shter yomth

(1) Home demonstration sgents.
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(a) In improving dieta.
3) With food preparation. ... 5
() In hwv'i-c'-d-!b hv -Akhc
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[C) U-Q.M e LN AN
(8) Of poultry and egps. .

115(A) FOOD PRESERVATION BY 4-H CLUB MEMBERS
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common diseases. B
(m) WIumnwnmnmm(thw—h‘) L RS
(») With first-ald or home nursing. - = 0 SENGETENERL SN Sl N
‘Nuhdnboh“ﬂbmhmb&h.a in tak hool lunches.
., Nwdnum'wﬁhmu%mwm“-dwm

:5 tb-_—*-.‘-m-—h-“
:
4 Do st

5“-&- dh—.—--.
-




B .

o ¢ w__“'.l‘.; el

() In bmprovisg use of eredit h hﬂy
lvingexpotoen . . .. . ..
() In developlug home industrics as o
-d“h_
‘nn—n-au-a-—-—mm-»
sumer associations or groups assisted this year with
eooperative buying of —

ll Number of families assisted this year through coop-

:-‘-.' -—-—mmu-un-p_

ﬂnmﬂ-'cm with the
buying of — ks
- (4) Food . »

() Clothing. -
(6) Housefurniahings aad equipment
aa—nw*

24

tion 123 (s), (), (0), svd () minue duplications)._

ms Number of families amsisted this yoar with “‘making
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be reported in column (), p.ni
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127. Number of families assisted this year with—

(a) Clothing-eonstruetion problems

(») The selection of clothing and testiles .. ...
(¢) Care, renovation, remodeling of clothing . _.._.l“__...
{@) Clothing accounts or budgeta. .
Mww
128 Number of families sesisted this year—
(a) With child-development and guidance
@) In improviag family relationships ... ..
129. Number of families providing recommended eioth-
ing, furnishings, and play equipment for children
this year.
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130. N*d“““ﬁ
] vear in ehild-development and parent-edueation
programs: (a) Mes. -

" n-na,aa:r:—--v-—ﬂ?-‘
individuals_
Recrestion and Commpnity Life— Continued
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133, Number of communitios assistad Lbis year in improv-
ing community recrestional facilithes
134 Number of cummunity groups asisted this year
with organisstional problems, programs of setivi-
ties, or meeting programs
135, Number of communities| (5) Oob or cmmusly bouse .
amisted this yeur In{() Permssent camp.. ...
138. Number of communities sssisted this year is pro-
viding library facilities '
137, h—b.unnd«-u_-_nyv—bb
__proved this year sccurding to : -
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members, inehoding (hose in eorresponding

182 Number of 4-H (lub members having health examination because
of participation in the extension program. _
184. Number of 4-H Clubs engaging in community sctivities such as

improving school grotnds and conductingloesifile. . .

(" '~ {

NG A s g e LA y s A0 &L ES

’

185, Number of growps (other than ¢-H Club) organised for

186, Membership fn such groups. ..

o) Youngmen. .. :
) Young women.. . -f-——-——“
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188, Number of meetings of older rural youth extension groups.
180. Total attendance at such meetings
190. Number of other older rural youth groupe assinted .
191. Membership in such groups. . (a) Young men
®) Young women.
192. Number of clder raral youth not in ex- }(s) Young men
tension or other youth groups assisted | (3) Young women
198. Total number of different young peopie |
contacted through the extension pro-
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tions 158, 191, and 192, minus dupiies-
tions) , il

&) Young women.
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(1) Citisenship, democrsey, sad

() Voeational guidance .

(%) Family We and social customs. |
(4) Bocial and recrestional activi-

(3) Community service setivities

5 Techuicalagrienlbars..... .. .
(7) Technical home economics, in-
cluding votritioe and health R s e t—
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197. Number of voluntary loeal leaders or committeemen mssisting this yeas NSRS TRTON ST N AR
SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTION TO WAR EFFORT
: !th“b**h-ﬂ-ﬁ-wd““bﬁﬁundw“ It is assumed that all soch work has
Been 1 ported previcusly under appropriate headings.
198, Estimated sumber of diys devoted to—
(1) Food supplies and critical war materials (production, marketing, procems:ng, siorage, 62
distribution, and related problesas) ,
. (2) Problems arising from new military camps, munitiogs plants, sod war industries
(3) Civilian defense (sueh & fire prevention, Red Crom traiming. air-rad 290
() Other war work (ineluding collestion of ssivage L
COOPERATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES
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190, Days devoted te lne of work by — - :
K"t (1) Home demonstration -
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