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Special Session Meeting of 2021-2022 
Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech
Mar 1, 2022
Colonial Hall, Squires Student Center 
A. Call to Order
· Call to order 6:35 by President Lohr
B. Adoption of Agenda 
· Senator Nwachukwu motioned to adopt the agenda
· Senator Tran seconded
· No opposition
C. Adoption of Previous Minutes
· No questions
D. Guest Speaker
a. none
E. Old Business
a. none
F. New Business
a. Induction of New Senators
· Vice President Cragin
· Inducted 7 new senators
· Brandon Warwick, At-Large Senator
· Ashil Amin, Senator for the College of Engineering 
· David Fox, At-Large Senator
· Olivia Brick, Senator for Veterinary Medicine
· Kiara Scheneiderman, Senator for Collage of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences 
· Grace Lesczack, At-Large Senator
· Allyson Frohn, At-Large Senator
· President Lohr called for a motion to proceed to vote procedure 
· Senator Stearns made a motion to induct new members
· Senator Merritt seconded
· No opposition
· Voting Counts
· Yays: 34 unanimous 
· No nays
· No abstentions
· Vice President Cragin swore the new senators in
· Officially inducted at 6:42 pm
G. University Governance Reports
· Introduced by Vice President Guevara
· Direct all comments and/or questions to President Lohr, Vice President Cragin, or Vice President Guevara
a. CUSP 2021-22F Resolution, comment or waive the right by 02/24
b. CGPSP Resolution, comment, or waive the right by 03/04
c. COIA Resolution, to change bylaws comment or waive the right 03/14 
d. CUSP 2021-22G and 2021-22H Resolution, comment or waive the right by 03/14 
e. CSA Resolution 2021-22E 03/17
f. CFA Resolution 2021-2022C 3/18
g. Resolution CFA 2021-22D Zip 13010 3/18
h. CFA Resolution 2021-22B 3/18
H. Public Forum
· Senator Carroll, Senator Brown, and Senator Budzyn
· Working on legislation to address changes in the School of Public and International Affairs, School of Performing Arts and Theatre, and Myers School of Construction
· Moving into CLAHS and COE
· Increasing conversation about these changes
· Reasons for bringing this to the Senate
· Gave students a couple of days to speak on the situation
· Seen as a prevalent issue to address and get opinions
· It will change class structure, finances, and advisors
· Unfair to switch colleges ½ way through college experiences
· Interested in a Graduate Program as to why they’re moving
· Financial reasons to why they’re moving
· Undergraduate Student input was not taken into consideration
· University Council Meeting 3/22
· Questions
· Senator Merritt:
· How many majors are moving?
· Public and International Affairs
· Performing Arts and Theatre 
· Myers School of Construction
· Senator Tran:
· Will scholarships be impacted?
· No
· The college has not told students formally only been told informally by professors
· Vice President Guevara:
· Have the senators contacted the colleges?
· Contacted the Dean of Honors
· Didn't want to seem like they were attacking
· Are going to contact Provost Clarke and President Sands
· Hopefully going to higher administration after gathering information from students
· Want to make sure students are heard
· Does the Dean of the College of Architecture inform?
· Planned for 2 years 
· Pushed through right now because of the Interim Dean
· Bring in a new Dean for a new vision for the college
· Want to give the new dean a unified vision for the student experience
· Senator Hussein:  
· Is there repercussion that will be put on undergraduate students with this change?
· Decreasing opportunities for undergraduate students
· Switch takes away opportunities in the college that are reflective of future careers
· Advising ratio will change
· The program will change on a day to day as well as overarching
· Technical changes
· Unfair advantage 
· Senator Merritt:
· Do you think that some students will think it is appropriate because construction and ingenuity go together?
· All student voices should be heard
· Have you proposed a survey that we can push as senators? Or are you looking for us to be aware and work for solutions together?
· Provost decided this is what is going to occur
· There is no point in changing the structure at this point
· The goal is that going forward so this doesn’t happen again
· Transition period 
· Would it be advocating for the people here now and a class of 2026 so they graduate in the college they are accepted into?
· Name change issue
· Graduation things don't change
· Day to day program specifics that they’re concerned about
· Senator Schmitt
· Bringing to light that we have previously only voted on policies that our operations
· Governing Docs and Induction of New Senators
· Haven't discussed policies where we might have adverse opinions
· Noting how we’re communicating in the slack
· Adverse opinions
· Remind everyone as senators we should be using language and phrases that are not vulgar and insensitive
· The civil discussion will be how we can come to conclusions together
· If you have personal opinions, share them in a professional way

· As we are the first USS at VT remind everyone that we are setting the precedent on how the Senate will function throughout the years
· They will look at us as a reference
· Strive for whatever made you decide what made you become a senator and accomplish what brought you here
· Senator Nwachukwu, USCO Representative for the Black Student Alliance
· Monthly BSA general body meeting
· Reported what we are doing in USS
· Asked what they wanted him to bring up at USS
· One thing brought up
· Parking and how much it costs
· He has already gotten complaints about parking and the price at VT
· We need to start thinking about other things we want to fix
· Vice President Guavera, Chair of CSA, and VP of LASO
· Panelist this Friday for the 3rd annual Latinx Symposium
· Student Panelists at 2 pm
· At Owen’s Banquet Hall
· Ask her questions about leadership experiences at Virginia Tech
I. Adjournment
· President Lohr reread the agenda and called for a motion to adjourn the meeting
· Senator Salveto motioned to adjourn 
· Senator Hawley seconded
· No opposition
· Meeting ended at 7:04 
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