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Harry G. Cooke was born on January 2, 1959, in Paterson, New Jersey, and grew up in Totowa,
New Jersey. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, in June, 1981, and his Master of Science degree in
Civil Engineering from the University of Texas, Austin, Texas, in August, 1983, specializing in
geotechnical engineering. Harry worked as a geotechnical engineering consultant with
McClelland Engineers, Inc., Houston, Texas, from 1983 to 1986 and with GZA
Geoenvironmental, Inc., Newton Upper Falls, Massachusetts, from 1986 to 1991 and in 1994.
From 1991 to 1993 Harry was a Peace Corps volunteer in Uganda, East Africa, serving as an
instructor and acting head of the Water Engineering Department in the School of Building and
Civil Engineering at Uganda Polytechnic Kyambogo. Harry started his Ph.D. degree at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia, in August, 1994.
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