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In this narrative report
County Board of Agriculture,
li=Hl Couneil, agricultural association prosrams, and

on by the agente The different methods

and results

III

is given results of objectives set up bty the
the different comodity comittees, the county
yther projects carried
wed in accomplishing the objectives

btained are stated under appropriate headings and subheadings

for the year ending November 30, 1753.
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o o officers of the commodity committees, agricultural professional workers
s ex-officio members, president of the County Leil Council, representatives
of the schools, press, key banker, presidents of civie clube, the County
ame Yarden and Chairman of the County Doard of Supervisors, make up the
.enbcruhtp of the County loard of Agriculture. The different voluntary
local leaders of different agricultural communities including adult L-H
leaders mumber 91 men and (2 womem. The County Ll Counell ineludes

officers of the nine Ll Clule and chairmen of the different committees of
the clubs.

™e members of the committees and ormnisations mentioned assisted

the agent in planning and carrying out 112 result demonstrations.
8s Joalss ( leormanise the County loard of Agriculture.

leor anize the commodity committees and agricultural
assoclations and orgenisze one new comnittee.

Assist in reorganizing two community improvement
clubs and organise one new clube

County Poard select five objectives from the Five
Year long=Time objectives for special emphasis for
1953«

Methods Used:

At a meoting of the County Board of Agriculture held in December,
plans were made for the annual supper meeting Yy the Doard to be
wld in January. Plans were also made at this meeting relative

to the participation of Glowester County in the Tidewater Agri-
cultural Falr in 1953,

lesults?

The Seventh Anmual Supper meeting of the (louwsester County
oard of Agriculture was held Tuesday night, Jamuaxy 20 at 7100
o'clock in the basement of bellamy Churche MNembers present
included chairmen and women leaders of agricultural communities,
chairmen of agricultural commodity comudttees, representatives
of agricultural aencies, agricultural professional workers and
ueste.

Chalrman of the loard, Stephen Fleld, Jr., opened the meete
ing with invocation Ly Rev, Victor B. Anthony, IIIL, Pastor of
ellamy Church. Stephen Field, Jr. was re-elscted as Chairman

" the Board.

The guest spealer, Dr. Harry love, lHead, V.FP.l. Agricultural
Economics and Rural Sociology Department, spoke on the subject,
"The Agricultural Outlook and Related Consfderations.” lis
talk was given following a report by the different camodity
chairmen and agricultural professiomal workers.

-lj-




In closing Dr. lLove, in discussing related considerations,
suzrested that farmers use opportunities offered and remove from
our ways things which cause friction in owr living,

The five year, long time objectives were reviewed and the
Board selected the following objectives for emphasis during
9531

(1) Seed 100 acres alfalfa.

(2) 1000 meres pasture development.

(3) 90% of cropland in winter cover cropse

(k) Increase ylelds and quality of comm, small grain,
and! soybeanse

(5) Open ditch drainage = 1000 acress

Other results and objectives accomplished included meetings
of conmodity committees held and re-organised at wvhich time
objectives for 1952 were reviewed and objectives set up for 1953.
The commodity committees include agronomy, poultry, livestock,
dairy, commercial flower growers, and pasture.

lesults of the accomplishments of the different committees
as presented at the County Board of Agriculture meeting were
published in the local newspapers.

Neishborhood leaders have been furnished during the year,
information on different agricultural subjects and were asked
to give this information to others in their medishborhood.

The local Ruritan Club, which includes membership of about
one=third farmers, one-third professiomml workers, and one-third
bussinessmen, has been very active in carrying out objectives set
up by different comuittees in the club the first part of the
year, especially the a wicultural objectives, including soil
conservation and forestry. The different comuittece include
proran, entertalmment, fellowship, fimance, welfare and health,
recreation, youth, agriculture, rural church, public higways,
education, industry, home and conservation.

As Chairman of the program committee, the Apont takes an
active part in promoting the proram and other activities during
the year.

The two Community Improvement Clubs were reeor mnised and
an effort was made to or anise one new club, but it was mot
ormnizsed.

The Apent and seven other persons from the County Attended
the Institute of Rural Affairs held at V.P.l.

As a member of the Hoard of Directors of the local Red
Cross Chapter, the a ent attended quarterly meetings and assisted
wvith this County program




A ARONOMY

The County Board of Agriculture in selecting five major ocbjectives
for 1953, included all agronomy subjects with the exception of one.
Much time and emphasis was ven Ly the Agents in taying to carry out
these objectives.

le Corn Productioms
e Uoals Increase yields and quality.

A mmber of farmers continued to use corn lybtrids which
are ot on the recomended list by the V.P.l. Agronomy Depart-
ment, and there was a need to contimue demomstrations showing
comparisons of the recommended varieties along with a few other
varieties.

Methods Used:

Members of the Agronomy Committee and the Agent selected
four major objectives for the year. These objectives were
also adopted by the County Poard of Agriculture for major
emphasis. To carry out the different objectives, the committee
decided to contimue some of the different desonstrations such
as varietal, fertiliszation, seeding, and yields. The Agent
assisted the demonstrators in obtaining different warieties of
seed, with procedure for setting up and carrying out the
lemonstrations.

lesults:

Eleven corn variotal demonstrations were conducted, four
of these with Lell Club members. During the Eighth Ammual Agronomy
Tour, three of the demonstrations were visited by 60 different
farmers. Some of the demonstrations included as many as 22
different varieties, including recommended varieties. P. He
Dellart, Assistant Extension Director, and M. P. lagy, Assistant
Extension Agronomist, accorpanied the toure IMre Lacy pointed
out the different varieties and made comment concerming them,
gnd at the same time made conperisons between the varieties.

Mary fammers are using an early-maturin: corn hytrid
variety, which makes it possible %o harvest the corn early,
and with god weather conditions can follow with small grain.

Farmers were encouraged and were furnished information
relative to spraying corn %o control weeds. During the
Agronomy Tour a fleld of corn was vis'ted which had been sprayed
with 2,heD and had had one cultivation. Veed control was good.
This practice was followed bty more farmers than usual and is
axpected to increase.




One farmer conducted a demonstration using heptachlor to
control solleinhabiting insects affecting corn. The results
obtained were very outstanding in beneficial effects which
could be noticed when the corn was growing. The agent assisted
in obtaining and applying the material, working with the Extension
Entomologist of VePels, Dre Je O. Rowells

In order to promote better cultural practices and increase
the amount of fertilizer used per acre on corm, the 100 Bushel
Jorn Club was continmued for the third year, Three meetings of
the club were held during the yoar, with a membership of 38, The
members were given information on how to produce 100 bushels of
corn per acre, including recommendations for fertilising and
plantinge

Jorn was measured for 15 of the members bty leaders and agrie
cultural professional workers. Four members produced 100 bushels
per acre with the top yileld at 122,95 bushels. A large trophy
is avarded each year to the member producing the highest yield.
The trophy cannot bLe retained permanently upless the same member
wins it two years. supper meting 1s held each year at which
time the trophy and 100 bushel corn club certificates are awarded.

At the ronony Committee planning meeting beld for planning
the Agronomy program, Y. We Lewis, Extemsion Agronomist of V.P.Il.
stated that the mmber of acres of corn growm in JAoucester had

ecreased from the period 1939-1949, however, the yields per acre
had increased from 23 to 47 bushels per acre.

Corn yields have been far above what had been expected bee
cause of the drought, lost farmers made at least a 508 yield,
and many produced almost a normal average ylsld.

Soybean Productions
oal: Inorease ylelds and quality of soybeans.
Methods Used:

Soybean varietal demonstrations were conducted by five adult
farmers and one L=l Club member. The demonstrations included
85«100, Perry, Ojden, Volstate, Dorthsoy, and Domman.

lesults:

Two soybean varietal demonstrations were visited during the

ronony Tour, where !ir. Lacy discussed the merits of different
varieties, includin: ¢ new variety, Dorman. The soybean pro-
duction club was oran in connection with 100 Bushel Corn
and pasture clubs to encourape the use of fertilizer on soybeans
with proper method of application and to carry out other recommended
agricultural practices. rovers who were members of the corn and
asture clube werealso meubers of the soybean clube The




Agents arranged with the growers to measure one acre of soybeans
and then arranged for the weighing of the beans from that acre

to determine the yields. Ome grower produced 50 Lushels per acre,
with others averaging around L0 bushels. A troply will be awarded
to the highest producer at the anmual 100 Bushel Corm=Pasture,
Soybean Club supper meeting on December j). Prizes have been
solicited from feed, fertiliser, and gas and oil distributors by
members of the Clubs and will be awarded at the meeting, ALl
dealers making a comtribution are invited to attend.

The acres of soybeans produced in the county increased in
1953s It is believed that 8000 acres were planted this year.
‘roducers find a ready market in the county for soybeans and
corne

Farmers were advised through the local newspaper relative to
varietal and fertilizer rocommendations and other cultural prectices.

A group of seven farmers and agents attended the meeting at
the Varsaw Experiment Station in October and saw the results of
the demonstrations conducted on control of weeds in soybeans.

The yield of soybeans has been very outstanding considering
the drought. Many farmers have reported good yields.

3« Pasture:

e

be

bal: Pasture development - 1000 acres.
Methods Used:

To promote the seeding of ladino clover-tall grass pastures
and other grass-legume pastures, and re-seeding of pastures when
needed, deronstrations were donducted on seeding, fertilizing,
and management, including elipping.

The County Pasture Club was re-organised with larger membere
ship encouragede Farmers were advised with news articles through
the local press on fertilisation and seeding rates, clipping, re-
seeding, and top=dressing. lNeighborhood leaders were advised
relative to fertiliser recommendations.

Results:

At the cemc ion of the anmual Agronowy Tour, lMr. Dellart
spoke on the subject, "The Foundation for Agricultural Progress.”
In discussing the cost of production, Mr. Dellart said, "In 1949,
Loucester County farmers spent about LS55 of thelr gross income
for feed and him labor", He said, "The production of more feed
and a greater production per man hour of labor would appear to
be in order”.

Farmers were told further by Mr. Dellart that "We need to
rive more attention to the production of more feed in plamning




our pasture system as to reduce the effects of droughte
This will include the production and storage of feed during
the spring months when we usually have good rains. The use
of more silage, alfalfa, and winter grasing erope will help
meet this need.”

The pasture program has been emphasised during the last
three years by the agent and other agricultural workers.

Throuch the Agromomy Tour, %0 farmers saw the ladino
slover-fy.=J1 fescue pasture on a beef cattle farm, also on
another farm they saw ladino clovereorchard grass, and ladino

clover-fescue pasture in the same field, Here a discussion

wvas given by Mr. Dellart on proper management of the pasture,
which included rotational grasing. In another demonstration,
the farmers saw one of the leading pastures in the County

which was irrimteds The pasture was seeded in the fall of 1952
with 500 pounds of 0«10«20 fertilizer. The pasture had been
elipped regularly each month begimning in Aprile

Pastures were inspected for eight members of the Pasture
Club to determine their eli ibility to receive pasture certi-
ficates provided by the Aonony lepartment of VePels The
certificates are awarded at the anmmal supper meetings Nine
demonstrations in seeding and renovating were conducted and
two fertilisation demonstrations with one new demonstration
started in the fall., The three fertilisation demonstrations

were made possible by the Plant Food Institute of Virginia
and Horth Carolina.

The mmber of news stories prepared for the local paper
»n pastures include 10, mwber of letters written include 877,
with 144 bulletins distributed. WNinetyeseven farm visits were
made in comnection with pastures. Pasture meetings held by the
Apent and other agricultural workers during the year include
eivie clubs, 2; community clubs, 11j commodity groups, 53 and
others, lie The total attendarce at the meetings was Ul6. A
total of 3UuS acres in new pastures were seeded in the County in
1953, with old pastures renovated, 112 acres. The acres of old
pasture top-dressed was 525, lore famers owning small farmes
are seeding ladino-tall grass pastures.

Alfalfa Hay Productiont
ae oal: Seed 100 acres alfalfa.
Methods Used:

The demonstrations using the Williamsburg variety of alfalfa
showins that alfalfa can be successfully grown and the importance
of usins proper fertilization for stand maintenance was continued.
Farmers were encouraged to topedress alfalfa using the recommended
analysis with boron included. Publicity was given in local news-
papers rdative to the proper management of alfalfa stands.
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lesults:

New demonstrations were not established in different
communities as had been plammed, however, many farmers were
advised directly and through newspapers to seed the Williamse
burg variety. Many livestock farmers have seen the value of
gowing alfalfa for hay. Many of the farmers top-dress ammually,
using elther 2«12<12 or 0«10«20 with boron. Some reporied five
cuttings of hay this season. Farmers use lime before and after
seedin’ as recommended,

Much of the hay produced is baled either by the farmer, or
by custom baling.

HORTICULTURE:s
ls Fruits:
ae dals Encourage farmers to plant more small fruits for home
use, home freezing, and some for commercial sale, especially
stravberries.
Methods Used:

Farmers, as well as ronefarmers, have been furnished information
on such practices as spraying, pruning, disease and insect control
on fruits.

Resul ts1

Marny farmers have been advised of the importance of spraying

all types of fruit trees in order to have quality fruit, and a more

than usual mumber of farmers are following these practices and
other recomwnded practices outlined in the "Virginia Spray Bulletin",

Many requests were received at the office of the county agent
for information on varieties of fruit, spraying recommendations,
and preparation of amll fruit for freesing.

2. Vegetables:
(a) Home Ourden:

8¢ ‘obal: To wrge rural people %o have well balanced garden
for sumer and winter and increase mmber of mardens.

be Methods Used:
A County garden meeting was held at which time a specialist
of the V.P.l. lorticulture Department discussed the varieties
of vegetables, preparation of seed bed, planting, cultivation,
milching, and other practices of the vepmtable mrden.

arden sugzwestions, prepared by the Horticulture Department

«10=




Ce

3.

f VePele have been sent monthly, by the Agent, to 150
mardeners, covering different topiecs on vegetable gardening.

lesultss

Gy farmers and others throughout the county place much
emphasis on growing a well balanced garden with many leafy
vegetables for bLoth sumser and wintere The Agent has encouraged
this, also freesing of ve otables.

Truck Cropst

as (oalsy Conduct two wvatermelon demonstrations using seed of a new
variety of watormelons developed by the USDA Southeastern Ve etable
Breedin Laboratory, Charleston, South Carolina.

fothods Used:

atermelon growers were contactad and arrangsments made for
planting a new variety of watermelon seed, #5157, which were
furnished by the USIA Southcastern Vegetable Ereeding Laboratory,
Charleston, South Carolinae Ten pounds of seed were placed with
five growers and one L=l Club member. The growers oigned contracts
with the USDA Vegetable Rreeding Laboratory.

tesults:
eports from the farmers indicated that this variety of water-

melon grew as woll as some of the other varieties, however, the
market did not accept it favorably becasue of the gray color.

COMMERCIAL BULESs

Ce

oals ork with the local flower growers association in carrying out
the objectives and proram of the association, including improved
marketing practices through official grades.

Methods Used:

Four meetings of the Virgzinia Flower (rowers Association were
held, mostly during iret part of the year, to make plans in
connection with the 'r.dm and inspection Ly the State Division
of Markets of daffodils which are shipped to Northern and Eastern
markets. The Agent attended the meetings, also aseisted in pro=-
moting the rading and inspection work in the Countye.

legulist
af“odtls were insnected and graded officially for the first time

bty two FederaleState inspectors, under the supervision of the Virginia
Division of Marikets. The flowers were graded according to the standards

set up by the USTA and the Virginia Division of ‘Aﬂ‘th. This inspection
and grading of flowers was the result of several seasons of work by the




representatives of

Apent cooperating.

and

the USDA and the Division of Markets, the
A total of 5,12k boxes were officially graded

and inspected with proper labels attached and shipped to market
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The Agents and three dairymen attended the orgmnisational meeting
held in Novewber in Kir nd ‘uden County for the Artificial Breeders
Jooperative, which imcludes the counties of King and Queen, Caroline,
gsex, and Tloucester.

lany fam visits we nde the Agent to answer calls for
control of diseases o lry cattle, which imcluded digestive trouble,
L fever, mastitis a others.

bal: The long time a cultural objectives call for an increase in
beef cattle and about the sase musber of hogs and sheep as in 1952,
ith this situation, there is a need for improvement in quality of
livestock and the ; wcommended practices.

1. leef:
ethods Used:

The Agent arranged for a meeting of the County Livestock
lommittoe the early part of the year, at which time the 1952
objectives were reviewed and the 1953 objectives set ups Effort
wvas made by the Asent, with the cooperation of the livestock
leaders to carry o the objectives throush arrangements of
lomonstrations, livestock 1, famm visits, mectings, and
office visits. ubjects discussed at the alleday livestock
school three livesiock speclalists and agricultural sngineer
£ VePuly were "Reap With Sheep”, "Orow Hogs in 1953%, "Fesder
‘alf Production and Sales", and "Pulldings and Equipment With

"

Livestock Farms",

ns entitled, "Vintering Beef Cattles®, and "Stretchin
" were sent to all beef producers.

‘or a veterinarian to roup vaccinate
the year for L farmers; this
nd Bangs testing 27 beefl cattle.

hool was held in Qoucester in February
i was attended U farmers, including County Agents and farmers
m six nedighboring counties and cltisse

Twenty-five cattlomen and others interested attended a spraying,
dehornin: and castrat lemonstration meeting. Dre Jo O. Rowell,
ixtension Entomoloplst of V.P.l., mave thedemonstration on spraying
cattle, an 2 e Mast, Assoclate Extension Animal lusbandman

i lehorming and castrating demonstrations.

| cattl roducers have Lmproved and developed

res and are doing a o job feeding

3=




produc tion wy. Some farmers are
rin g and mixing machines mounted on
v an individual who meakes regular tripe
s service was started in October
ime, relieving the feed situation
it 1 1so a labor saving factor

st of the beef farmers are using the elastrator for
castmting calves. armers were encouraged by the Agant to
urchase elastrato r the program which was started in 1951.
armers have been advised through news articles, farm visits,
and individual let on correct breeding dates, use of fam
plans, holding chutes, ¢ feeding, and feeding of minerals
and salt.

Swine:
Methods Used:

los r mariet have increased in the County during the
last three years. Formers have been advised through news articles,
farm and office visits, meetings, and letters to provide and
improve pastures for ho and use adequate housing and &lso to
treat pigs for parasites and in some cases to vaccimate.

Results:

A total of layes was used by the Agent and 3 by the Assistant
ent in workin livestock. Time devoted this year to working
with livestock ha t been as much as usual, as there hes bLeen very
little cholera in the county., It is believed that this is due partly

to the use he new vaccine, Rovac, which has helped to eliminate
the read of lora Ly ving this type of waccine. Forty-seven
fam visits were made to vaccinate 24l pigs and hogse This compares
to 149 fam visite mw in 1952 to vascimate 643 pigs. The Agent

has taught a mmier amers how to use this new wvaccine, and
these farmers are vaccimating thelr own, also some of thelr neighbors.

armers T lub members, were assisted in obtaining
purebred pim. any farmers raise their own piges for feeding out
r narket, especially since the local market was lecated in the
sounty.

lore farmers are using the sodium fluoride treateent to cantrol
worms, and farmers, including commercial hog misers, have been
advised and many adopted bhetter methods of feedin; and management
usi ladino clover pastures and better pquipment. The Sear's Cow-
i g=flen project, which was started in the county seven years ago,
s helped to p % muality of breeding hogs in the County.
e ha ) v i his project.

remained about




the past several years, There has been a meed for improvement
in the quality and management, also feeding of sheaps

Sheep growers were advise wring the Livestock School held
in Qoucester relative to recomended practices in sheep raising.

esultss

The farmers were encouraged to purchase purebred rams and to
attend the purebred ram sale in Richmond, which several farmers
did.

rowers were urged to use four anmual treatoents of Pheno-
thiazine for worm control. Some of the farmers have adopted the
practice of wormin; their sheep at rejular intervals, however,
ythers have meed his.

roweres have been advised relative to marketing of wool
cooperntively. A mber rowers have been following this

yractice for many years,

III COW ] ! ¥ TURAL RESOURCES

Nienty percent cropland in winter cover orops.
A five year objective is open diteh drainage for 6000 acres -
1000 acres

Methods Used:

Ninety percent of cropland in winter cover crops was included in the
five year long ti jectives ted in 1945 This objective still
remaing as one of the more lmportant county objectives and was ineluded
in the five major objectives adopted by the Board for emphasis this year.
It was also an objective of the Agronomy Committee. The Agent, working
with the committee, has oncouraged the seeding of winter cover crops,
through preparation of news articles, farm and office visits, and meetings.

ore famers have seen the value of using winter cover crops. One
farmer, after the fiold of com was picked, Surned hogs on the land to
»lean up the corn, and then seeded this field to rye grass after the hogs
vere removed. ore crimson clover and other cover crops would have been
seeded except for the severe drought this summer and fall., Publicity
was given in the local paper on seeding winter cover crops for grasing,
and top-dressing alfalfa, pastures and hay orops with fertiliser as emergency
feed production recomendations because o he ‘rouihte

Another speclal objective which was adopted by the Poard foresphasis
in 1953 was open diteh draimage = 1000 acres. 'ich progress is being made
with this type of work az it has been encouraged by the County Board of
Agriculture and through the PMA as one of the county practices. Technical
asgistance has been provided through the office of the Soil Conservationist.

7=




esults:

Through the weekly colu " lotes From the County Agent", articles
have been includdd on cover ing farmers to seed cover crops,
the amount of pasture which car provided with cover crops, fertilising,
and mates of seeding r ] :luding dailrymen and beef producers,
ave realised the value of seedir in over crops in August for winte r
asture. armers were advis t a vinter grezing program utilising cover
srop mixtures would provide 90 to 100 days more grasing during the winter,

A total of 16,959 pounds of erimson clover seed wure purchased through
he local PMA office, which was less than that purchased in 1952, however,
a mmber of farmers did not seed as much orimson clover and rye grass as
last year because of the drought, especially during the fall, lore farmers
are using Austrian winter peas as a cover crop, also for soil improvement.

Through the local PMA office, farmers purchased 972 cwt. of fertiliser
including amalysis of 2-12-12, Owllell; and 0=10«20 for topedressing
pasturess The mumber of tons of lime used, purchased through the PMA
office was 1,019 tons. Farmers purchased, directly, more lime this year
than has usually been bousht,

In conmection with the drainage program the Agent assisted the local
Soil Conservation Committee, under the supervisiom of the Soil Conservation
Service Technician, in setting up the county objectives. Excellent results
were moted by the Agent and several farmers on a farm loceted in the lower
section of t punty where the land is only a few fect above sea lewvel.
here the V ditches had be mstructed on land which had been cleared of
bushes two years ajgp, pasture had grown well and no excess vater wa:
noticed in the land in late fall after raime. On an adjoining fam, where

diteches | been constructed in the fields, the land was so wet after
that it was difficult to harvest the soybean erope

cres was not drained with V ditches this year, much
mde along this lime. Enough V ditchos have been constructed
in different sections of the county by the il Conservation Servic
Technician that farmers have realised the value of them in low land sections
of & county.

On the Agronomy Tour a farw was visited where contour faming was noted
and explained by the Soll Comnservationist. A demonstration on proper land
e on the famm was seen,

X
bal: The five year lon: time objective beginning in 1952 for woodland
improvement 1s 5700 acres.

ethods Used:

Farmers have been advised relative to forestry practices through
articles in the news papers, through office and famm visits, clirculare,
and meetings. The publicity prepared by Forrest ¥. tton, Extensiomn

orester, entitled "Th 1d Yoodchopper Says" was sent to agricultursl

elfe




wrofessional workers, members of the County Forestry Committee, Ruritan
Forestry Committeo, sawmill operators, and several farmers.

Information was furnished to L=H program committees for L=il Club
programss

lesults:

Fourteen li=fl Club menmbers completed the forestry projecte One LeH
>lub member obtained ough the Agent 1000 Loblolly pine seedlings for
starting the LeH plant leronstrations An order was placed for L0OOO
Loblolly pine seedlings e farmer to use for planting cut-over
forest land.

The established forestry demonstrations on primary Higway #17 were
visited at a meetin: held at the demonstrations by 50 farmers, vocational
agriculture students, and agricultural professional workers. mons trations
were given by Forrest W, Patton on spraying hardwoods with 2,k,5«T, crop
tree thimning, thinning and method of plamting loblolly pine seedlings.

re Patton showed and discussed slides on forestry at a meeting of
both Community Improvement Clpbs. Demonstrations on cuteover forest land
were set up in both Improvement Communitiess The demonstrations included
the use of 2,4,5-T and Ammate for killin; hardwoods, spot tree planting
is expected to be dome later on in ome demonstrations

STEA / T
oal: Assist farmers in constywoting more Luildings for storage of
soybeans and other crops on the farm, also barns for feeding livee
stocks Other buildings are needed for housing the incireased farm ime

plements on farms,.

fothods Used:

ith assistance of Agricultural Engimeering Specialist of V.P.I,
the Apent has advised farmers Ly letters, farm and office visits on
diff_rent types of famm equipment, ows articles were published in
the local paper.

A follow-up was made wi'h beef cattle producers Mlative to the
construction of holding chutes. They were advised that cattle would
not be tested unless a proper holding chute wes comgtructed. Flans
wore furnished 23 famers for different types of farm bulldings for
dairy, beef, poultry, and swine. Sixteen were given information on
remodaling or repairing fam buildings and 35 informtion on selection
and construction of farm bul 1z equipmont,

esults:

amers constructed fo lding chutes for handling boef cattle. Three
bull pens were constructed d the year. Many other buildings and much
equipment were Pprovided andling of livestock, also for some

stora e,




1 . nia Electric wer Company of Richmond

late A | X 1 ng older = Club menbers as Junior project

leaders in & ! o w Llectric project. Junior leaders then mve
struction to 58 boy: irls enrolled 4n this projecte.

ractor cted through the assistance
local f J lers se as leaderc. Twenty-five LeH

ers

In the | AT lectri o five 7irls and four boys served
nior lesader: ve ) i o 5 boys and girls snrolled in
project. A 1 1 bers ¢ i the projecte Ella Gray
ome Eledtric Con 85 a8
ress Oy e
prepared and exh
ewater Fair.

classes

2

: where 60 farmers on the
: 1 farm equipment, also a corn crib
bor saving equl 4 the corne

mn another £ S8 2 our the farmers saw a fence
whic been otructed,  treated fence postse Os D. Kite,
Assoclate Agricultural noer, discusgsed in detall the proper construgtion
of fences, bracing, stretching, types of staples, and other points conmected

with fercing. Mr. fite discussed fam bu ings and construction at the

revious farmm visited.

any farmers have t tiomal equipment during the year, including
new tractors, double ylokers, combines, hay balers, mowers, and
other types -f fa s Y About U tractors are now operating in the
Jounty, compared to 1 n 145: About 50 corn pickers, 30 pickeup hay

balers, and 125 comd D operation in the County.

WE ™ o lmprovement and beautificati [ home grounds
untye




Assist in the @ schools with plans for home grounds
beautification.

Methods Used:

Bulletins, Circulars, and other information were furnished farm men
relative to ormamental

tosults:

Brrolled in the liome Deautification project were 137 club members,
fith 127 completing. even of the nine Li=H Clubs in the County included
beautification of school grounds for their community project. At ome
of the high schools, L=l Club members raised $100,00 for a drainege project
for the school grounds, however, the project was not completed this year
because of the contractor.

oal: Agsist in » anizi two community ilmprovement clubs and orjanise
one new club,

ethods Used:

The Community

the two community improvement clubs organis by the Apgent under the
onsorship of the Extension i nd the local ‘uritan Club have been
tive duri the year.

The two clubs were re=or: i and an effort w wde to organise
the third cormmunity imp: mt club, t vas not domes Some of the activitiss
of the two ¢ und 3 vement clube are von as the work progresced

lesults:

The Agent attended a meeting at Fredericksburg with other Ajents in
the Distriet f \ ) ng a community Lmprovement contest, at wh
time plans were de for county xl area Judging.

The Walter feed and | ] commnity Improvement leagnes made plans
at a meeting in Jamuary r co ting and collectin: commmunity check
sheets which were turned Jounty Apent's offices The Walter Reed
league ¢ | < , of 57 families and the Peteworth league turmed

n of 50 famild s omunity. On Jamary 27, the commumnities
wvere ] ! o it provesent contest by the Agent and Home
Apent of Richmo Jount; nd a minister of (Jloucester County representdng
the local : y Clu sh sponsored the contest by comtrubuting $100,00.
he lter Nee ) loague won first place with a score of 495,

and the Petsworth leajue sec gith a score of 493«




Assistance was given by the Agent in serving as ome mewber of the
ing committee which judgx ’ commnity Lmprovement projects

2/

nd County on Jamary 26,

The Walter Reed ILmprovement Club meeting was attended by 25 members.
fficers were re-elected and committees appointed for 1953 This clul
was the countywinner in the community isprovement contest and was judged

area basis, 1 ont and seven leaders attended the banguet in
sburg on February 27 at which time the Presidemt of the club
a plaque awvards ) a aced fon in the area contest.

The Petsworth Commnity Improvement leame, at their March meeting,

reorganigsed with the re-election of officers and appointment of different

co toos. The Agent assisted with the reorganiszations

At the March meeting o alter Reed Commnity Lmprovement Lea e,
LaVerre Darrs and W, ase, representatives of VEFCO, attended,
at which time arrs ave demonstrations on “"Home L4 hting”.

A supper meetin f the moubers of the Walter Reed Community League
and the Peteworth Community [mprovemcnt leaue was held at which time
the Valter Reed le )T viorame The prizes were presented
the President of ¢ 4 e President of the Ruritan Club.
irst prisze was L ize was 840,00, The supper was given
the Walter Ree Y whicl n { place in the county and fourth
in the strict.

The two commnity improvement leaues held thelr regular monthly
Te

n At the peteworth meeting, a home economist of VEPCO discussed
and mave demonstrations on "lome Lighting". At e Yalter feed Club
weting, a representative ! local Welfare Office discussed this

work in the counmty.

Two meetings of 4 Comuittee were held in commection with
the organisation of a ¢ an improvement club in the Naxera community.
The organization o slub we dolayed until interest of the people

can be determined,

Patton, Extension Forester, attended the Walter Reed and
; wetir at which time he discussed forestry,

The Valter Reed and Petoworth Community Improvement Leajues held their
ar monthly meetines Jume 15 an’ 1S respectively. At this time, B, L.
Extension Soclologlst, spoke on his recent visit to Korea. Also
color slides taken in Korea and other places.

The Agent and Pr lont of one of the Community Improvement Leagues
mdod the Ruritan meeting in Middlesex County and talled about the
;ommunity [mprovement organiszatione

the two loca sunity Improvement Leagues held a picnic which

sauni t wrovesent clubs attended a

rbanna. Local slides on 4 lub activities




and on pasture Lmprovement work were shown and discussed by the Agent
at the /alter Reed Community Improvement league meeting in Auguste

The agent showed slides to the two commundty. lmprovement leagues on
"More Efficient Use of Fertilizer, Lime and Seed" which were provided by
the Agronony Department of V.Peles in connection with the county progpram
for more efficient use of fertiliser, lime, and seed. Slides were also
shown and discussed with the league members on local pastures, including
Hifferent types of livestooks.

The Community Improvement Clubs have held regular meetins with the
program, business transactions, and refreshments served, The Agent
showed slides and discussed farming activities in Glouwcester Coumty at
one cf the community meetings, and the Comnmissioner of Reveme discussed
"County Covermrent" at the meeting of the other commnity in Ogtober.

RK

Ormanisations

e oalt Contimue the LeH Club county organisation with emphasis on
better programs by the members and more participation in contest.

Enrolled in the nine Li=fl Clubs in Toucester County in 1953 were
17¢ boys and 154 ¢irls, who have carried projects in corn, soybeans,
Irish potatoes, garden, forastry, beef animals, dalry anlmals, swine,

poultry, rabbits, tractor maintenance, famm and home electric, safety,
and home beautification. The 332 members have carried a total of 435
projects.

ethods Used:

A meeting of the Coumty Leil Council was held last November at
vhich time the County Lell progream was adopted by members of the Counsil
which included 12 county objectives. A second meeting was held in
May at which time plans were made for the ammal County L= Rally and
other li=fl prograns.

The Agent assisted in preparing news articles on li=l Club meetings,
h=il Council meetings, Leil projects, and other L=l activities. In Jume
the Assistant County 2pent began work in the County, and in August he
started a specilal columm in the local weekly paper entitled " Gloucester
Sounty Ll Club Doings", This column imcluded a writesup on cutstanding
activities of different L-il Club members alonz with other li-H activities.

The Agent send the C reon of the Program Comuittees of different
slubs information on ¢ jects for the program committee %5 use in pre-
paring and presenting prosrams at the meetings.

Adult leaders were obtaine r each Club also Assistant lLeaders

for most of the clubs, with the help of Le<H Clud meuberse

- -




Clut

meetings were held by different clubs each month except

duri the s ‘ the assistance of Ll Club leaders and

Aemtse

ce. Resulte:

1.

Project Activities:

bers completing, completed 35L projects
mambers completing. The percentage of

1.37%e

ith 57 members enrolled in the Famm and Home Electric
project, 51 members completed. The units imvolved 180 articles
in completed projects.

All e A2 poultry projects carried by the 62 members
were vis i a scored on June 30 by three members of the
Jounty Poult omittee, the Assoclate Extension Poultry
Husbandman of ols and the Agents. Seven L=H Club poultry
members served ¢ or lesaders in visiting the L« poultry
projects. ) e moumbers received 97 as the highest
core, and tled for firet place. The second score was 96,
third, 95; fouwx 713 and sixth and seventh was
a tiswith a o £ e Prizes were domated Ly nmesbers
of the Adul ounty Poultry Committee to members and were

resented at the ammal Ll Achievemert FPrograme A County

wultry ju ng tean was trained by the Ajent with the assistance

the Assoclate Extension Poultry Husbandman of ‘s1¢ This

laced second in the Distriet contest and leipated
he State contest at V.F.l. where they placed tenth. Ome

the leading members of the team did not attend the State
Short Course and take part in the State contestes A mesber of
lace rth in individual scoring which made him

ible for the second State poultry team which will judge

) sotts. Two of the menmbers sent poult
iral Exposition, and a mmber of exhibits
owater A ricultural Fair.

r eiht years, the Sear's Cow-Plgellen project has been
operating in the County. One boar and one sow was exhibited
the Tidewater Fair in this project. Figs were placed with
five li=!l Club mewbers, including a boar placed with ome for
thi rojecte They were judped by an Apent from an adjoining
sounty with the assis the Assistant Agent, and cash
rises were awarded, ling $110.,00. The first prise wimmer,
arter Porden, used | f his $50 to purchase a purebred
nernsey helfer,
eetings o L=l Daizy Calf Club were held
reularly, at wvhich time members enrolled in the dairy project
rece . ved instruction on the subject "Dairy Produstion” Ly their
leaders, hur Farnmer and Robert Hutcheson. Eleven L-il Club
ited a total of 1 calves at the Tidewater Fair,




1 was an incrvase of f1

shown at the Atlantic
JoTre won

ve over last year. Three calves
tural Exposition by mesbers. Many
rough the showing of calves, also other

rises with exhibits of hogs, beef cattle,
and CTopSe

DTS won |

From the Dairy Calf Club membership, the dairy Judging
team was trained by leaders and Agente The county team placed
irst in the district contest and seventh in the State. Ome
ember of the tean was fifth in individual scoring in the
State Contest. lNine members of the Dairy Calf Club, Robert
Hutcheson, leader, the Agent, one dairyman, and one parent
wde a tour of the Mistr lairy Fam in Henrico Coumty. The
Agents placed five purebred mermnsey heifers with five li-H
Jlub members d 12 the year. Sixteen of the 10 club members

enmrolled in the dairy project own a total of 25 animals,

A total of three |
held for 25 me

=l tractor maintenance classes were
bers enrolled in this project. Instruction
wvas given by Joseph Pointer, Jloucester Supply Co, and I, We
jest, Toucester “quipment Co, Inc., and tractors were made
available for club members to drive after class, rnder lights
on the school proundse. illiam Harwood participaved in the

State contest at VePelse Two 1=l Club members attended the
li=fl tractor maintenance school held at V.FP.I.

The County Agent obtained eight
r demonstrations.

different com hybrids
hybrid varistal

Three club members comducted the comm
lomonstrations.

Distriet and State Short Course:

nine boys attended the State lell Short
in June, vhich was the larest delegation
ending from (loucester. The different conteste
wnbers participated have been mentioned, except
articipated in the public speaking contest and
five contestants.
¥ineteen boys, seven girls, and two adult leaders attended
the District Lell Short Course at Jamestown Camp in July.
The Agent did mot attend because of illness.

Recreations

The sixth anmal countyew!de, alleday Lei Rally was held
at

the Yorktown Recreational Park, Priday, June 5, with 175
k=il Club mewbere and parents participatings
embers in most of the L~ Clubs sponsored and held leH
skating parties which provided recreation and at the same time
the clule received 504 of the mate receiptes.




Achievenentss

The programe at Li-H Club meetings held during the year
included the following subjects: Health, mammers, conservation,
>1tizenship, safety, and parliamentary procedure.

In October, the eighth ammual L=l Achisvement Program
was held with more than one hundredefifty L= Club mesmbers,
arents, and leaders attending. Lell sicits were given bty moumbers
of several clubss Awards were made for County contests, ine
cluding the special poultry project comtest and the Sear's
JowePigelion project by the Agent and Assistant Agent,

nty has five ALl Star mesbers with four
ountye The members have assisted in carrying

FRSS IONAL WORKENS COUNCIL

The Agricultural Professiomal Vorkers Council was not organised during
the year, however, the Agent has adviged other workers in reference to meote
ins, tours, etc. Copies of information received from the different departe
ments of the micultural fxtension Service at V.P.l. have been sent to the
Agricultural Professiomal workers, including the colored,

The Agent realises the nee or the council and plans to organize this
in 195L.

.
. vl ’ } B1L) ADMINISTRATION
8¢ (palt Inform farmers of the PMA prooram and prectices and assist in
carrying out rogram as an ex-officio member of the county committee.

be Methods Used:

Betings of the County PMA Committee were attended by the A ent with
exception of ome. Assistance was given in re<organising the County
and community committees, also in setting up agricultural practices best
adapted and sulted for the county.

fany farmers were urged % participate in the PMA program and many
were advised through fam and office visits, letters, news articles, and
° by telephone.

The Agents attended the training meeting for PMA comdtteemen and
agricultural workers held at Tappahannock in commeetion with the 1954
progrem. The meetin: held in the County to explain the program to farmers
wvas also attended Ly the Agemts who assisted with the programe. Other
activities partigipated in by the Agont in commeotion with the local PMA
office vas the vheat program, the 195 ACP program, 195k Coumty practices,
and drought surver. The Apent assisted in selecting and preparing
recommended practices for the 1958 PMA programe

“2fim




esults:

lost of the accomplishments of the work with the PMA office has been
noted under a ronony subjects and conservation of matural resources.

XVII COUNTY !JBILIZATION COMMITTEE

As a member of the County lobllisation Committee, the Ajent has assisted
in furnishing information for reports requested. Meetings of the committee
have been attonded.

Special assistance was glven to several applicants in filling out forme
requesting deferment,

XVIII CREDIT AMD LOANING AGENCIES

Through fam visits, office visits, and letters, farmers were advised
concerning credit agencies, including the local bank. Also the Agent assisted
farmers in contacting representatives of credit and loaning agencies. The
county agent's office was made available for committee meetings of the Farmers
lome Administration.

XIX DISTRICT SOIL CONSERVATICN PROGRAM

Goalt Work closely with the County Soil Congservation Committee in
promoting the soll conservation program in the county,

°
Methods Used:

Farmers have been advised in referemce to the Tidewater Soil Conser-
vation District programy and those interested have been referred to the
Soil Conservationist for farm plans.

The Agent met with the members of the Soil Comservation Conmittee and
assisted in setting up objectives for the year.

Resultss

° Farmers in the County are becoming more congervation minded and are
carrying out more conservatioh practices to conserve soll and waters Some
of the accomplishments on this subject have been reported under agronomy
topics and conservation of matural resources.

KX EVALUATION OF WORK
°

The Agent devoted a total of Sl days to L=/l Club work and the Assistant
Agent a total of 72 days to LIl Club worke The quality of the L-H Club program
in the County is belisved to be improved, with many leH Club members taking an
active part in the different -l activities. Most of the leil adult leaders
have taken an active part and school officials contimued to cooperate with
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that part of the L-H program conducted in the schools. Faculty members in
the differen t schools in the County are generally very cooperative with the
L=H program.

e quality of ny of the projects has improved with a muber of the
rg&!ﬂm:‘:’ carrying three and four projects.

iight of the Clubs have been re-ormniszed by the Agents with ome additiomal
¢lub to be organ

Although the drought was eevere in late sumer and fall, famers generally
harvested better than a 50 percent corm crop and better than an average yield
of soybeans. Pastures were severely cut in late fall by the drought, however,

the hay was harvested early in the season to provide sufficient hay for winter.

It has been pointed out in the report that there is an increase in the
operation of farm machinery, and very few bare acres can be seen in any section
of the county, which indicates active farming operationse

fany farmers corrected their labor shortage when harvesting soybeans by
buying a new combine with a » or installing a tank, which elimimated the
"Nagring® of the soybeans, Truck bodies were rebuilt to handle the beans in
bulke In this county, farmers compete for lsbor with the fishing indtatry and
all the amy and navy installatioms, and industries in the peninsula area,
which makes it hard to employ fams help.
“ ith improvement in farm practices, many farmers have made lmprovements
in thelr residents and added electrical appliances, and other comvenisnces.
® llectrieity has been made avallable to practically every famer in the County.
lany new telephones have been stalled during the year in all sections of the
County.
lepresentatives of daily woekly newspapers serving the county have
contimed thelr cooperation % licise the activities of the Agricultural
xtension program carri o durin: the year. The representatives and editor
of the weekly paper publ in the county are always eager to receive nows
articles from the co 3 t's office.

Through the cooperat hilt leaders, Ll junior lsaders, County a nd
community leaders, county offie ricultural workers, and the press,
the Extension program was su 3 however, it is believed that ome of
the greatest needs from an ag iltural standpoint, is the use of more winter
cover crops throughout the countye
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PROGRAM EMPHASIS —Interpretation
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LIVESTCCK — Production and Marketing
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MARKETING DISTRIBUTION AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE —Interpretation

Considerat L o PLANNIN{
ECONOMIC asy ! a8 to the technod

ems incident to earrying out the pra
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE

home demor
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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OFf THE FARM BUSINESS - Interpretation

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS




FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT < Interpretation

FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL BQUIPMENT
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THE HO
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D SURR
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FURNISHINGS AND
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Inter
pretation




THE HOUSE AND SERROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

2l phase
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING —Interpretation

50 for interpretation of

HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING




FOODS AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY - Interpretation

AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY

o! pha of the




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Interpretation




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation




SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUB PROJECTS
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4 H CLUB MEMBERSHIP—Interpretation

Census definitions may be used as a
ing the kind of home
reside
a. Buresu of the Census ¢
wed in the 1950 Censw
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WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN




MISCELLANEOUS werpretation

fare Con

be (arm is to be roporte

s, mice, moles, squir
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES
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