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Abstract

Wal-Mar t  has  p lans  to  open a  s tore  in  the town of  Blacksburg , 
Virg in ia .  The fact  that  there  i s  a l ready a  Wal-Mar t  s tore,  in  the town of  
Chr is t iansburg ,  jus t  four  mi les  away f rom the proposed locat ion makes 
th is  idea  r id icu lous  for  some.  A large  g roup of  Blacksburg res idents  are 
opposed to the idea  of  a  Wal-Mar t  in  the i r  town.  The usua l  compla ints 
are  about  how i t  wi l l  a f fect  smal l  bus inesses  and t raff ic.

The core  concept  of  the “big  box” s tore  i s  not  the problem.  The idea 
of  be ing able  to  get  ever yth ing you need,  f rom motor  o i l ,  to  toothpaste, 
i s  appea l ing to  consumers.  The “one-s top-shopping” concept  i s  not  the 
problem;  the b ig  box des ign i s.  Reta i lers  l ike  Wal-Mar t ,  K-mar t ,  and 
Target  cause  adverse  effects  on the communit ies  they ser v ice  because 
the i r  des ign i s  does  not  embrace the sur rounding areas.  This  thes is 
project  i s  an archi tectura l  a l ternat ive  to  the b ig  box s tore  des ign .  I 
propose two cor rect ive  s t ra teg ies.

The f i rs t  cor rect ion i s  the  removal  of  the sea  of  asphal t  that  acts  as 
a  bar r ier  between the s tore  and the s t reet .  Park ing i s  coveted in  th is 
countr y ;  therefore,  the  car  wi l l  not  be banished.  However,  an act iv i ty 
as  monotonous as  park ing can not  be per mit ted to  take center  s tage.  A 
park ing s t r ucture  i s  proposed to be located behind the reta i l  a rea .  This 
a l lows the main act iv i ty,  shopping ,  to  be access ib le  d i rect ly  f rom the 
s t reet ;  and for  the archi tecture  of  the shops to  d i rect ly  interact  as  c lose 
as  i t  can wi th the fabr ic  of  the town.

Instead of  one b ig  box,  severa l  smal l  s t r uctures  make up a  market  p lace 
a tmosphere.  This  a l lows each shop to have i t s  own ident i ty  whi le  s t i l l 
be ing par t  of  a  hol i s t ic  p lace.  The shopper  i s  not  funneled through a 
maze of  merchandise  a l l  under  one roof  wi th no windows.  Indiv idua l 
shops,  each wi th the i r  own entr ies  and ex i ts,  res tore  a  sense of  
or ientat ion and g ive  indiv idua ls  an oppor tuni ty  to  choose how to spend 
the i r  t ime.  Wal-Mar t  has  expressed an interest  in  explor ing new store 
des igns  more f i t t ing  to  smal l  communit ies.  This  thes is  i s  an example  of  
what  a  new des ign concept  might  be. 

NO 
WAL-MART 

BY 
BEEKS
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S i te  located on South Main Street ,  Blacksburg ,  VA

Early Studies    1



9 Square  Diag ram
	 -In re la t ion to  the 16 b lock or ig ina l  p lan of  Blacksburg.
	 - Imposes  an order  not  present  in  th is  par t  of  town.

2
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In i t ia l  schemat ic  shop des igns  and poss ib le 
apar tment  uni t  des igns

4
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The Urban Pond
The ent i re  bui ld ing i s  sur rounded by a  two-
foot  deep pool .  Or ig ina l ly  there  was  a  retent ion 
pond on the s i te  and a  mote l  that  was  or iented 
in  a  s imi lar  way to  the proposed shops.  I t  was 
deemed impor tant  to  keep a  water  e lement  on 
the s i te.  The urban pond idea  s temmed from the 
geometr y  of  the bui ld ings  and the idea  of  how 
water  should ex is t  in  a  c i ty.  I t  should not  be an 
amorphous ent i ty ;  ra ther  i t  should be contro l led 
and prescr ibed l ike  i t s  sur roundings. 
The pool  has  an inf in i ty  edge and dra ins  be low 
i tse l f  in  order  to  keep i t  a t  i t s  capac i ty  a t  a l l 
t imes.  I t  i s  des igned to be f rozen dur ing winter 
months  to  suppor t  ice  skat ing. 

Ear ly  Plan :  Amorphous Pond6
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La ter  Plan :  Urban Pond 7



Conceptua l  Sketches8
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Basement  Plan Main Level

417’-10”

10   Resolut ion    
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The Basement  Plan
-Houses  e lectr ica l/mechanica l  sys tems and 
provides  s torage for  shops.

The Main Level
-Reta i l  l eve l

The Roof  Plan
-Roofs  are  copper  s tanding-seam meta l .

The Founta in 
-Centra l  locat ion for  interact ion wi th the water.

The Launch Pad
-Mult i funct iona l  space for  vendors,  perfor ming 
ar ts,  fa i rs,  pr ivate  par t ies,  e tc.

Roof  Plan

11

Launch Pad

Founta in
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Floor ing
-Des igned to be a  t rans i t ion between spaces.
	 -wood decking :  cross ing over  water
	 -br ick  paving :  space between shops
	 -ceramic  t i l e :  outdoor  points  of  interest
	 -parquet :  ins ide  shops
	 -concrete  pavers :  over  g rassy  areas

Shop Parquet  Floor  Pat tern

Sketch for  Ti le  and Br ick Paving Pat tern
16
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Ceramic  Ti le  Pat tern
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Ce i l ing  Plan
	 -Copper  panels  r iveted to  p lywood sheath ing.
	 -Ref lects  pav ing pat tern in  br ick  and t i le.

Modular  Shops
	 -Easy to  adapt  for  mul t ip le  uses.
	 -Bus iness  owners  can use  one or  more modules  connect ing.
	 -  There  i s  a  br icked-up arch in  the jo in ing wal l  between each 	
         shop.  The br ick  wi th in the arch can be removed,  leav ing the 		
	 a rched opening ,  to  jo in  two or  more shops.  

Modular  Shop Diag ram

Cei l ing Plan

19



Two Typica l  Shop Plans

24
’-

1 
1/

2”

26
’-

7 
7/

8”
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Brick as  a  Bui ld ing Mater ia l
	 -Rela tes  to  vernacular  of  Blacksburg and th is  par t  of  the 		
	 countr y.
	 -Str ucture  of  the  arch a l lows for  large  opening for  reta i l  s tore- 	
	 f ront  g lass.
	 -Shape and s ize  of  br ick  deter mines  s ize  in  uni ts  of  ent i re  		
	 pro ject .

Section 1 Section 2

Elevation 2

Section 1

15
’-

5 
1/

4”
2’

9’
-1

 3
/4

”
9’

-1
1 

1/
2”

6”

2’
6”

1’
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Section 2

23



Cata lan Column
	 -Br ick twis ts  10 deg rees  a t  each cours ing.
	 -For ms d is t inct  d iv ide between shops.

24
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Brick Placement  Diag ram
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27South Main St. Elevation



This  des ign creates  more than just  another  p lace  to  shop;  i t  becomes a  p lace  to  enjoy. 
I t  provides  a  p lace  to  showcase loca l  events  and act iv i t ies,  i ce  skat ing in  the winter, 
and the only  p lace  in  Blacksburg where  you can eat  and look out  a t  a  waterscape.  This 
project  i s  an explorat ion into how archi tecture  can provide the oppor tuni ty  to  make 
a  good idea  work .  Consumers  are  not  opposed to “one-s top-shopping” ;  the  des ign i s 
what  requires  a  makeover.

28   Conclusion
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Elevation 2

29
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