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	Graduate and Professional Student Senate (GPSS)
25 Graduate Life Center (0186)
155 Otey Street
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061
Email: gpss@vt.edu
Website: gpss.vt.edu



GPSS Senate Meeting Agenda: 
April 17, 2025

Meeting: 
5-1-25 from 5:30pm - 7:00pm Zoom only in the GLC MPR and over zoom 

In attendance: 

Ronnie Mondal: President

Senators: 25
Proxy: 0
Guest: 1
Quorum? Yes

 
Minutes:
1. Opening Remarks and Senator sign-in
a. Motion to approve all minutes from last meeting
b. Seconded
c. Voting:
i. Yes: 23
ii. No: None
iii. Abstain: 2
d. Motion passed.
2. Exec Board Reports
a. Advocacy
i. Assistantship survey
1. In final stages 
2. Example of the information they are getting from departments presented in slides.
3. By next GPSS meeting, the information should be available to all students
b. Finance
i. GPSS SAFAB Budget request approved 
ii. GSBB 2nd reading of policy updates
1. Added funding for travel not in
2. Motion to approve GSBB Policy Updates:
a. Seconded
b. Voting
i. Yes: 22
ii. No:  None
iii. Abstain: 3
c. Motion passed.
c. Programs
i. 2025 cap and gown loan program is closed
ii. Summer 2025 TFP will open at the end of this month (dates decided by next Director of Programs)
d. Events: 
i. April Lunch Conversation with Dean Surprenant is tomorrow
1. We have a few spots available
ii. Upcoming: Grad. Student Support Group Meeting
1. Friday, April 25 26:30 in GLC Room F
iii. GPSF Updates: 
1. Total revenue of $41,600
2. See slides
3. Commission/Committee Reports
a. COD: 
i. Might not change name
ii. They have a resolution
b. UAC: 
i. UAC: a lot going on in athletics, but to be brief: the House v NCAA settlement is not yet finalized. We had our last meeting today and talked a bit about the importance of athletics for a university like VT. Athletics has a significant impact on recruitment, not just of athletes but of students in general, as well as philanthropy and alumni engagement—all metrics used in various university rankings. VT athletics also brings in about $100 million in economic activity each year which creates jobs and benefits the region and the VT experience overall. Finally, athletics helps cultivate community, which is a critical component of the whole health of individuals.
ii. We also discussed how, from a percentage basis, the university’s contribution to athletics is less than that of other Virginia schools, including smaller schools like JMU and UVA. Long story short, athletics needs more money to remain competitive in NIL, and the BOV has increased athletics fees by a substantial amount. But good news for grad students: the portion of the increase can be paid for in assistantship offers.
iii. Last important item for grad students: the Metallica concert on 5/7 is expected to bring in $1 – 2 million to athletics. But it will shut down campus for the day, especially parking. So be prepared for that.
c. 

4. Ad hoc reports
a. Climate Survey is out. Encourage people to take it!! Last day by May 6th. 
i. You should have received an email 
b. Possible Petition: Form a coalition of land grant institutions to combat the Trump Administration’s attack on academia. Will create a joint petition with faculty senate. 
i. Then, Rachel will provide a copy of the petition

5. Old Business
6. New Business
a. 2nd reading CGPSA 2024-25B
i. Made one update (see document)
ii. Motion to approve and seconded
1. Yes: 22
2. No: none
3. Abstain: 3
iii. Motion passed
b. Presentation from Arts@VT: Strategic Plan by Devair Jeffries-Lee (Arts@VT Program Director at Moss Arts Center; devairj@vt.edu ), Lauren Pollard (Strategic Plan Team), and Ruth Waalkes (Executive Director for Moss Arts Center; email: rwaalkes@vt.edu)
i. Looking for feedback to develop a Strategic Plan for the Arts
ii. What are the biggest strengths of the arts across VT?
1. ‘I’ve always really appreciated the breadth of performances/art pieces offered’
2. ‘i thought the midsummers night dream in the gardens was cool’
3. Ability to form collaboration with scientists and engineers via the ICAT center
4. ‘I’m subscribed to the moss arts center newsletter (?) and I find it very informative to learn about ongoing events’
5. ‘I like the variety of performances, the diversity of invited performers. Tickets are pretty affordable for students to attend’
6. ‘I enjoyed the Christmas production’
7. ‘The student performances are always incredible as well. I’ve been to over 20 plays and musicals from the theater department!’
8. ‘I found out that the Taubman Museum offers free membership to VT students, which gives free access to special exhibits and ticketed events; I didn’t know this until I visited. It might be helpful to include this kind of information in student orientation!’
iii. Areas for improvement? Comments from senators:
1. I would say it’s a need: I think arts and STEM can be very connected, but we often don’t see it that way. I’m thinking of science communication...
2. Maybe more space for exhibition or workshop. Also, echo what Sami said, more collaborative projects (e.g., bio art or AI art) would be wonderful
a. Where do these collaborative projects happen? 
i. I think as a way for students to wind down outside of class would be preferable for me
3. Have art integrated throughout campus. 
4. I’m wondering if there are any on-campus spaces that could be made available for art-related RSOs to display or work on their art.
5. it'd be nice to have some more low-level entry things that are hands on/interactive
6. Some STEM folks are interested in doing some kind of science illustration. It would be incredible if Moss Arts Center brought someone in to help with that.
7. I found out that the Taubman Museum offers free membership to VT students, which gives free access to special exhibits and ticketed events; I didn’t know this until I visited. It might be helpful to include this kind of information in student orientation!
8. It would cool to have workshops developing skills for integrating art into science/research communication
iv. What arts engagement activities do you do? Comments from senators: 
1. I do wine painting once in a while. But, I don't think that's moss arts related
2. I love to crochet, and I really enjoy going to the Perspectives gallery campus, especially the Fiber Arts programming
3. Some people have taken the Communicating Science class.
a. The communicating science class was a cool connection between STEM and arts. It was really interesting to see how you can use theater techniques to help science communication.
4. Personally, I love playing piano at home and seeing performances at the moss arts is always a great time for me
5. Student organizations are part of the full arts and cultural landscape here at Virginia too
v. Challenges for the examples above
1. Geographical commute for Blacksburg arts events
2. STEM fields do not necessarily prioritize creativity and art which can make it hard for STEM people to get involved.
3. I think art can be a very personal experience and maybe offering “beginner” classes so people can feel more comfortable. 
4. Expressive art things during finals or high-stress times of the semester to really just enjoy the process of making art
5. Much of my undergrad experience was focused in STEM, myself and several computer science and engineering friends pivoted to the arts during our last year and after graduating. Most of us got into the arts through extracurriculars/clubs rather than coursework that were looking for just anyone to participate at a low-commitment level
vi. Where are you creative or innovative in your experience at VT? 
vii. Other thoughts?
1. None
c. CGPSA 2024-25B: Second Reading
d. Election Results
i. Advocacy: Dey Poylomi
ii. Comm: Taylor Peele
iii. Director of Finance and Treasurer: Special Elections
1. Anyone who wants to apply for Director of Finance, contact Bernie (Bernardm@vt.edu) and send in your packet before next Wednesday (4/23/25)
iv. Events: Brian Chan
v. Programs: Megan Grey
vi. CGPSA Chair: Ronnie Mondel --- but we need to find someone else. Reach out to Ronnie if interested.
vii. VP: Gyang Chung
viii. President: Pooja Bhagawat
7. Closing Remarks
a. Events, reminders, communication

[image: ]
[image: ]
image2.jpg




image1.jpg
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY
An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution




image3.jpg
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY
An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution




