. —————— —— e —— ———. . - - 2o «T.... —

WUAL WARMATIVE s FURT

CHELTERFIRLD COUNTY
VIRGIKNIA

1946

Fleznor L. Rice local Home Agent




vVl

Scepe of Vork
()!‘(‘_'.'ir‘.i t.('lt* on - - W - Sem

leadership, 2dult cevmccccvnccconccnne

lLendership, 4=H Oecccsccccccacccccnn

Results

Ae Fpod production sessssconcssce.

Be Food conservation wewscecessccnnes
Ce Clothing construetionh ewescecceccces
p- Home safetly =ececccccccccccaccss
Be 4«H clubg sreccccocsncannlcanness

count’ ’ur - -

VI1 Achievenent Day ececcccscoccnccccscne

ViiTAppraisal ——

o ® oo o P L W




-le
Puties as home demonstration agent were assumed in Chester
-field County on September 9, 1946. osince that time the agent
has been busy learning the county &and its people in order to
have a clear understanding of the needs, interests and cesires
of the people.lhis was done through the visiting of homes,
schools, churches, and various other meetings.

Scope of kork Five home damonstration groups have been organ-

ized with a total membership of 56. An additional 123 women
have been reached by home demonstration club members.

The agent worked with the thirteen 4-H clubs that were
already organized by the F:rm Agent; Such clubs have & total
membership of 273, of which 135 are boys and 138 are girls.
Organization

The County Home Demonstration Committee held its first
meeting at Chesterfield Courthouse on October 10, 1946, with
sixteen in attendance. This committee which is composed of two
women from each community, has & membership of 22 women, and
functioned to aid the agent in becoming better acquainted with
the county and the needs, intere ts and desires of the people.
Present at this meeting were liiss Blanche D. Harrison, Mre. T*
T. Hewlett, and Mr. R. F. Jones, County Agent, in addition to
the local committeemen. Since this is the first time a home
demonstration agent has been assigned to work in Chesterfield
County, the agent explained to the group to the best of her ime-
knowledge,,what home demonstration work really is. The impor-
tance of a home demonstration planning committee was also
brought ou%. After a brief oral report from Miss Mozelle

Archer, delegate to the .tate Advisory Board leeting, Mrs.

Hewlett .led the gfoup in many interesting discussions. She
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stressed the importance of planning the placement of plugs, con-
venience oullets and other elecirical fixtures before installing
electricity in the home.Other topics of discussion were the clo-
thing situation, the high cost of cotton materials, children's
eclothing, andthe importance of proper care of all clothing. This
disdussion held particular interest foe all in attencance, for
the high cost of clothing had demanded certain changes in the use
of certain articles. Discussions continued to include such things
as proper working heights, the use of labor saving equipment,re-
finishing furniture, some things to consider when installing water
in the home, and the family food supply. The committee then pro-
ceeded with planning the type of project work for home demonstra-
tion clubs for 1947. The committee decided that home demonstra-
tion clubs will carry two projects during 1947: Clothing, and
food and nutrition. 4-H girls project work was discussed, and it
was decided that home demonstration project work for 1947 would
be somewhat similar to that of 4-H-girls.

Leadership,Adult

The five home demonstration clubs in the county are functioning
under the leadership of eighteen club officers, 15 project lead-
ers and 10 subject matter leaders.Two training meetings have been
held with a total of 15 in attendance. 4 total of approximately
30 days of service have been given by leaders. The most outstan-
ding accomplishment of these leaders as seen by the agent is the
interest and enthusiasm they have taken in acquainting their
communities with the extension program.ln one community (Port
valthall), Mre. Elmo Lawing, @& club leader, announced the presence
of the home demonstration agent in the county, explained the

agents' work as it had been explained to her by the agent, and

solicited members for the club at her church one sunday. Notice
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was then sent to the agent that the community group was ready to
organize whenever the agent set a date. Leaders have been influ-
ential in many other communities in stimulating interest in the
commuhity pecople. Thus it can be stated that leaders have done
much goward acquainting the people with the work of 2 home demon-
stration agent.

4-H Leadership

The thirteen 4-H clubs in the coubgy have & total of 29 acdult lead-
ers with 71 club officers, and 13 Jjunior project leaders.

The agent plans to hold training meetings according to dist-
ricts. GSpecialist help will b¥ requested for many of the train-
ing meetings. Others will be held by the agent only. The agent
plans also to hold planning meetings in communities with only
community leaders present, whenever necessary.

Resultse, /dult clubs
Food production

Suggestive garden plans were made in many of the adult club
meetings, which proved of value to the members by helping them to
definitely plan their own gardens. A definite plan, intellegent-
ly thought out, is a long step toward having & successful garden.
Other factors brought out in the discussions &s being essentials
of a succegsful garden were (10 Flant only good seed. (2) Plow
in the fall or as early as possible. (3) locate the garden con-
venient to the house, on fertile well drained soil. (4) Apply

manure and fertilizer each year. (5) Use 2 thorough pest control
program. (6) Practice frequent shallow cultivations.(7) Flant o:
proper planting dates.

Food conservation

The agent aseisted in conducting two pangry tours. Diseuss-

ions were held in many of these pantries while it was possible
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for the agent to use pantry products of local women to illustrate
and differentiate between good and poor canning. The use of half
gallon jars was greatly discouraged, and members were urged to
purchase pressure cookers for the preservation of their meata and
non-acid vegetables, or take them to the community cénnery, where
they would be canned by the steam pressure method. The freezer
locker plant in the county was advocated as an excellent means of
preserving meats.

During the month of November the main topics of discussion
were (1) storage (2) cutting and curing of meats. Storage was de-

fined to members as a place of safe-keeping for a guantity of

goods. Types of storage apacoﬁbanqﬂthe kinds of fcods suitable

for storace in each were explained to members. pamphlets on cute
ting and curing the home meat supply were distributed to many
¢lub members.

Many of the club members are Mothers who have sons returned
from the seevice. They are faced with the problem of satisfying
the nutritional needs and the desires of these sons who have be-
come accustomed to having well balanced diets, as well as variety
in the diet. Using the "Basic &" chart, the agent centered many
nutrition discussions around the returned veteran.

Clothing construction

The use of feed bags in clothing construction has been greatly
emphasized by the agent. Club members have constructed from feed
bags ten aprons, four child's dresses, three slips, three pairs of
men's shorts, a dozen pairs of pillow cases and sheets, and two

ladies dresses.

Home Pefety
The importance of a drawer in the kitchen table or eabinet with

sections for the various kitchen knives, forks and spoons was
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one of the home zafety messures taxen up Ly the agent. The agent
secured for four lousewives, sectioned boxes from Lhe ten cent
store which cerved to prevent dangeroue cutes and scratches while
reking in & tumbles up drawer.
4-H Clubs

The agent 2ssisted 4-H boys and girles in ihe keeping of good
record books. (Club members with projecta in poultry hac more
trovble with their books than any othere. Fracticelly all other
wirk pretaining to projects was done before the arrival of the
agent.
Chunty Feir

The anrual county fair wes held this year for the first time
sinceel940, due to var conditions. It weg looked foward to with
greet enthusiasm by all county people. Some of the highly worth-
while contributions made by the county faid toward better citizen-
ehip mey be thought of in terms of 2°_. cocial value, ite moral,
spiritual, educational, and economis veluee, Sc¢cially, it afford-
ed & meeting place for o0l¢ and nev friends, amusementes and recre-
atjon for both o0ld and youny., The county fair mede it possible
for pecple from one section of the county to eee what pecple in

other sectiorns of the county had done during the yeer. Thus ,

through competition beatween comrunitiesz, ¢lubs ?nd/individ:;ls

throughtthe exchange of ideass, interest in increased production
of better procducts was srouvsed. The people of Chesterfield county
were able Lo learr more about scme of the wild life in Virgiuia
from the exhibit displayed by the department of forrestry.

The county fair is sponsored by the fair asasociation. Its
menbers, locel people, farm-and home agenta, school supervisor,

oan others, pay a membership fee of fifty cents, and mace the plane




for the annual occasion.

Ov display at Lhe county fair were eix community elub booth
exhibits, five garden exhibits, three hundred exhibits of canned
fruits, vegetables, meats, pickles, preserves, jams and jellies.

One hundres displays of green peppers, onions, white and sweet
potatoes, turnips, peanuts and egg plants. Uixty articles of clo-
thing such as children's dresses, ladies dreeses, slips, pajamas,
nightgowns, and aprona. A large number of household articles such
as sheets and pilluw cases made from feed bags, table scarfs, lunche
eon and buffed sets, table cloths abd chair sets. A lovely home-
made quilt was also displayed. Baked goods exhibited were loaves
of bread, pan rolls, pies, cakes and plate candy. Twelve displays
of pot and cut flowerswere exhibited also. FExhibited by 4-H members
were the following: project record hooks, scrap books, fifteen dis-
palys of three jars of canned goods ( Ooné tomato, one other veg-
etable and one fruit), four garden dieplays, five coope of poultry,
hybrid corn, epanisn peanuts, and meny other individual exhibits.
seven out of thirteen 4-H clubs were represented at the achlieve-
ment day program at Hickory Hill High School on November 20th, to
eunmerize their activities and achievements for the year. In attend-
ance were 125 club members lesaders and perentsa. The meeting wes open-
e with the home agent leading the group in singint The More e Get
Together, Ihe 4-H Ireil, and 1'm on The Upward Ireil. After the
statement of the purpose of the meeting by the presiding officer,
each club made its achievement report and/oer a yell, stunt or song.
Most cutstanding accomplishments were reported by the Fort %althall,
Courthouse and Midiothian 4-H ciubs. The Midlothian repert follows.

"The Midlothian 4-H elub with a membership of 12 bLoys aund @ girls

held © wmeetings during the year with an éverage attendance of 12
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members. 20 projects were grown, 18 were completed, and 10
members comnpleted their project record books. 2 members sent
exhibits to the county fair and won prizes.

5 members carried poulury projects, 8 grew gardens that
furnished vegetables to the home , 2 grew fat pigs, and 3 carried
hybrid corn projects. Total value of projects grown was $840.

4 mambers attended the County Junior council. 256 attended
and tock peart in the couniy elub rally. Clinton Lee attended
the wild life conference at Virginia State College, and made a
very interesting repert to the club. All of ous pembers went
on the sizht-seeing trip ti historical Williamsburg and Hampton
Institute.

Clinton lee and Earl Draper gave & very interesting demon-
etration to the club on planning the family garden. Other dem-
onstrations in the care of baby chicks, snd teble ettiguet were
given by club members.

6 of our members entered high school in .eptember, and are
piying & part of their expences from project returna. Ve are
proud of the © who have cturted bank accounts.

Clinton lee, Fresident
Dorothy Brown, secretury
drs. Gladys Bently una
Mre. Bernise Braneh, Leoaders?
Awards for outstanding work done during the yeer were mwade
by 4r. Levi Johnaon, & locel leader in the County. 8 club and 32
individual awerds ware wmade. The remarks of the schievement day
speaker, urs. T. T, Hewlett were encouraging. Ghe numerated some
*of the ways inwhich members can live up to their club motte, and

pointed out the importance of using wisely the money received from

projects. Self improvement was also emphasized.

Urs. Hewlett brought




out in heyr remorks that it i85 e amcunt of improvement made us &
repult of the project sclected rather than the awount of money 2lone.
Ere. Hewlett's remarks vere enjoyed by all, for they were in such
lanzusge &¢ could be sapily interpreted by all 4.k boys and girlse.
Total profits reyorted for the year were, gardane 406, poultry
$49C, piga 9487, potadeas §2€, corn $100, making a grand total of
$1809. Clubs wars sncouraged by both agenis to challsuge ong another
in a race toward ;reater achiavements. Cludb leadera, axe-olud manders

and other par«nis were given opportunity Lo axpress themselves.

Many intereating rexarks were méde as to how aach plannad to sive

greater support %0 4-H wark in the coming years
Apnralaal

Thia being the firet yoar that Chesterfield County has had a
homeé demonstiration agent, the moet significant contribution the
home deworstretjon program has made ww e eounty woe that of ece
queinting the courty with this particulear phase of extension worke
The home dezonstretion committee has been instrumental in further
acguainting the county peoples with home demonstrsation worke The
home demonstration agent has mads 2 greet contributicn towsrd
better methods of food preservation; perticularly in c¢canning end
storage. he hae Lelped greatly with the ¢lothing aituation of
many counly peoples A notewortihy contribution has hHeen mads in
regards to batter nutrition and healthe The home damonatration
program proved of great hel) in macsing many preparations for the
county Tair. hrough the acknowledrement of the prusence of Lhe
home demonstration agent, many housevives heve given more thought
and considaration te the home , neking It & nore comfortable plece
to lives The heme demonetretion progrem, ‘hough relstively now,

has made gome cCeafinite conwibutions to Chesterfield county.
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4-EH club work, smong girls ip particular, has teken on new
interest with the coming of a home egent. The home demensirction
program hes brought to them & program fille¢ with projects that
have a definite bearing upon esch indivicuel echild. Club girle
&re more evger 1o atiend tieir weetirge, for threough the home Cemone
stration progrem they will be eble to learn to improve their pe r-
senal appeurance, by improving upen the core they give to their
clothing, hair, skin, and their howe, particularly their own room.

The home demonetretion program has rade great contribution to-

ward 4-H work through offering & wider varietibe of projecte.
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