We used the following edueantional activities in promoting
our public relations program by personal contact with rural and
urban people by county agent in the fleld and office, meetings,
letters, press and radio,

XVII, Other Means of Reaching Rural FPeople

The county agent feels that a double barsrel approach ls still
necessary in reaching rursl people, that is through mass media
and by personal contact, Where only one of these approaches is
used in the Extension Program the county agent feels that the job
is only half done, Fersonal visits are absolutely necessary so
is mape nedia, The weekly radio programs which the county agent
has for tweaty minutes has given the farmers, non farmers and the
urban people more timely information than he has been able to give
through meetings and individusl contacts.

Next %o our radio progms in reashing rural people and others
interested in timely agriculturmsl information is through articles
written by the county agent which are published most of the time
by two of our weekly papers.

It is getting harder all the time to get people to attend
farn meetings due malnly, we think, to television and redioc pro-
grams, Sinoce most of our farmers are part time farmers it is
necessary in wost oases to have our farm meetings at night wvhich
also confliots with television and radic, Sinee it is hard to
got the farmers and farm vomen to attend night meetings, the
county agent feels the best way to get agricultural information
to these people is through the radio and news articles.

XVIII, Bwaluation of Year's Work

Keseping in mind our maln ~vjective in agriemltumsl Extension
teaching in the county is to improve rurel living standards, we
trisd to teach the farmers and the family better lmproved methods
of farming, homamaking and working together as 4 family unit,

It ie hard to evaluate in dollars and cents the help the
Agricultural Bxtension Service has benefitted the peopls in the
county, Our timely news articles and madio programs no doubt
have helped numerous rural and urban people in thelr farm and
home probleus than is poesible for us to have o record, Our
agricultural program is a continuous long time program and since
most of our farmers are part time farmers it takes longer and is
harder to get the agriculturel progrmas scross, n.t dus to their
ignomnee but dus to thelr interest. It is a very slow and dis-
cournging process in lote of omses, however, each year we feal
that we have made a great deal of progress over the previous year,




interest by the farmers and homemakers in organising such clubs
we did not organisze any,.

IV, Prum and Home Development Prograa

Our goal in Farm and Home Development was to develop five
or more farm and home development demonstrators, Since we are
using the Extension-Tennessee Valley Authorily Demonstrators
a8 our Mrm and Home Development families we have a
written this report under the Extenslone-Tennessee Valley Authority
Prograa,

IVI, Public Relations

The county agent set his goal for public relations to work
vith looal, federal, state and civic organisations on programs
for the general welfare of the people in the ocounty,

The county agent has always been willing to assist la any
way possible with the programs ducted in the ty by any
organisations who seek his help vhere it is beneflolal to the
people within the county., These organisations, business, civie,
and relligious, have been very cooperative with the county ageat
in assisting in any way possible with the Extension program,

As brought out in this seport the banks have been very
cooperative with our Extension program and the county agent has
assisted them vherever possible in their progmas,

The eivic organisations have asked the county agent to
appear during the year on Lheir programs to discuss the agri-
culture program within the county and to advise them in any
way they ean help. The county agent is well pleased with the
splendid relationship he has raceived from all organisations
including business, civic, federal, state and looal agencies,
operating in the county, The mdio and press have given splene
did cooperution, The press has been very cooperative in pube
lishing the timely articles the county agent wants published
free of charge, One of the radio stations within the county
glves the county agent twenty minutes a week for his program
free of charge.,

We used the following methods in our publie relations
programi

a, Inform ruml people of the various progrmas effecting
them,

b. To crganise rural people to earry out programs in
rural sections of county,

e, To inform urban people of agricultural program and
problems,




the county exoept our seven local banks, These banks are becoming
more interested in obtalning the farmers' losns than in the past,
The county agent and the local banks in the county have good re=
lationship, Any time farmers wish to obtaln a loan that the
county agent thinks should be handled by a local bank he advises
him to get the loan at the looal bank in which he does business,

Tvo of our local banks are sponsoring two pig chalne which
started in 1954. ®ecoh bank at that time bought thres registered
gilts and one unrelated male pig for the 4-H Club members in their
vieinity, These two plg chalns have been very successful and
helpful to the i-H members,

The ocounty agent attended the yearly agricultural workers
and bankers three day meeting in Netural Bridge as a guest of the
Wise-Lee-Scott Bankers Association, This was a very laterestiog
and instructive meeting,

b. FMarm Oredit Administration

The Production COredit Association and the Federal land Bank
of Baltimore have a Jolint office with the same personnel hand-
ling both loans located at Big Stone Gap in ¥Wise County servieg
Lee, Secott, Dickenson and Wise Counties. The executive secre-

tary, Mr, Ralph Rasnlok, and Mrs, Kermit Wilson, secretary, are
very cooperative in making loans to our farmers vhere advisable,
They are very cooperative with us in our Extension progresm also,

The county agent attended the annual dinner meeting held
for the patrons of Production Credit Administration and Fedemnl
Land Bank at Blg Stone Gap vhich was well attended.

We used the following methods in our eredit and loaning
programi

a. Find out amount he desires to borrow and how he
intends to use loan,

be Direct him to the loaning agency best suited for
hie type of loan and amount,

Wo used the following general educationsl sctivities in
cooperuting wvith eredit and loaning agencies through meetings,
personal contact with farmers by agent in fleld and office,
mdio, press and letters,

XIV, Raral Organisations

Our goal was to organise farmers and homemmikers clubs pro-
vided the rural communities wanted to be organised. Although
we tried to develop interest by personmal contact with farmers
in the fleld and office I an sorry to say that due to lack of




agent not only discusses the program in farm meetings but on the
mdio during the year and in his personal contacts with the far-
mers encouraging them to participate in the progras and to obtain
the praotices that will be most beneficial to them in conserwation
on their farms,

The agricultural professional workers and the agriculturl
Stabilisation Conservation county committee and office clerk held
a meoting to determine the practioces to be carried out in the
county in 1959 prograsm and to make recommendations to the State
Agricultural Stabilisation and Conservation office for the 1960
Agricultural Stabilisation and Conservation practioces.

The county agent's office and the Agricultural Stabilisation
and Conserwation office ilnecluding county committee, community
comnitteemen, clerk and district fleld representative cooperated
exoeptionally fine this year,

The ocounty agent's office and Agricultural Stabilisation and
Congerwtion office, every sinee the start of the program in the
county in 1936, have been together or across the hall from esch
other in the Wise Court House, This close contact helped both
the county agent and the Agricultural Stabilisation and Conser-
wtion personnel to be of the greatest assistance to the farmers,
last summer the Stabilisation and Conserwation office was forced
to move to an office in the bullding across the street from the
Court House. This separation has shown its effect in hurting the
county agent's prograa and also the Agricultural Stabilisation and
Conservation program. Mor the benefit of the farmers in the county
both of these offlices should be in the same bullding,.

The county agent used the following methods in assisting with
the Stabilisation and Conserwation Program:

a. Attend county committee meetings vhenever possible,

b. Keep in touch with county Stabilisation and Conservation
office as much as possible to see how farmers are particie
pating,

e, Keep up with changes in program,

d. Explain progma to farmers,

W used the following educational activities in promoting the
program by meetings, personal contasct with furmers by county agent
in the fleld and office, by radic, press and letters,

XIII, Cooperstion with Credit and loaning Agencies

The county agent's goal was %o help all farmers obtaln eredit
when advisable,

s, loeal

We do not have any loocal agencies lending money to farmers in
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county do not seex to be laterested enough to put on a success-
ful drive nor do the people seem to be lnterested in donating,

We used the following methods in ocur 4~H Club Prograas

a, Uood leaders if possible.

be Good programs,

6. Attend meetings when possible,

d, Visit as many of the club projects as possible,
o, 4~H Club Councll meetings,

f. 4-H Club Camp,

g+ Achlevement Duy,

We used the following general educational activities in
promoting our 4~H Club progrem by meetings with rural boys and
girls to explain 4{-H Club work, projesct lnstruetions by county
agent in meetings and visits to members, by precs, mdlo and
letters.

XII, Cooperation with Agricultural Stabllisation and Conservation
Program:

Our goal is to serve as ex-officlo member of the county com=
mittes and advise farmers of the program,

a. Organiszatlon

The County Agricultural Stabilisation and Conservation, fore
merly eslled the Production Marketing Administration, has a county
committee of four members, one clerk and twelve community committee-
men, The county agent ils the fourth member of the committee who
is ex~officlo member wilhout a vote or sdsinistrative power, The
county committee handles the administration of the program within
the county under the direct supervision of the State Agricultural
Stabilisation and Conserwation Committee from Riechmond, /lrginia.
Mr, Buford Blevins, District Supervisor, supervises all the work
done by the county office manager and committees within the county.

The twelve community ocommitteemen are responsible to the
county committee in any work in their respective community dealing
with the Stabllisation and Conserwation Program, The county and
community committeemen are pald for their services on a per diem
basis. The county agent, belng ex-officio member and a Fedemal
and State paild employee, does not receive any compensation for
his services in connection with the Agricultuml Stabilisation
and Conserwation Frogram,

The United States Secretary of Agriculture holds all the county
agents responsible for the educational phase of the Agricultural
Stabilisation and Conserwation program vithin their respective
counties, The county agent works closely with the county commite
tee and office clerk in regard %o the county program, county
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415 fammers and others in timber harvesting; 29 farmers and others
in sarketing forest products; 9,955 farmers and others in forest
fire prevention,

de used the following methods in our forestry prograal

a, Get seedling trees from TVA and State nurseries for
farmers and laadowners to plant on steéep, wasteland
and conl stripped areas,

be One forestry demonstration showlng proper management
and cutting,

o, Shov farmers and landowners the need for proper woods-
land management,

Wo used the following educational activities by persomal
contact with the farmers in the office and fleld by county agent,
by speclialists and radlo,

XI, 4=H Club Activities

Our goal in 4(=H work was to try to malntain the twenty-eight
&~ Clubs we now have organised,

The county ageot had 249 boys enrolled with 1JJ completing
in twenty-elght clubs, There were 1) enrolled ia poultry vith

6 completing; there were 4 enrclled in breeding and fatteanlng
plg vith 4 completing; there wers 6 enrolled in dalry ealf with
2 completing; there vere 5 enrolled in beef calf witi 1 come
pleting; theis vere 5 earolled iu rabbits with no completlions)
there were 13 enrollied in vegetable garden with 10 completli g;
there was 1 eurclled in irish potatoes with 1 completing; thare
were 2 enrolled in small frult with 1 completing; there were
51 enrolled in forestry with 25 completing) there vere 45 en-
rolled in entomology and 13 eompleting) there vere 83 eurclied
in eleotrifioation with 67 completing; Lhere wers 12 snrolled
in home grounds beautifioation with 3 completing; there vere
91 enrolled in safety with 54 completing.

We had six boys and one girl attending 4(~H Camp at Onmp
Summers in West Virgilnia, Two leaders also attended,

We had an aghievement day wiih falr attendance,

We have organized the county for fund mising drive to try
to railse the county's quota of $15,649.00 for the construction
of the Southwest Virglnis 4-H Club Center which is looated in
Wshiogton County near Abingdon, Virginia, So far we have not
been very successful in maising our quota as the people in the




The county agent attended the two Southern States Cooperutive
Stores annual planning meetings and also attended the annual pat-
rons' meetings of both stores.

The county agent also helped with the Wise and Lee Duiry
Herd Improvement Association and the Wise and Lee Artificial
Breeding Association of which both assoclations are set up under
the cooperative laws of the State of Virglaia,

We used the following methods in our cooperative programs

&, Benefits dalrymen obtaln by belonglng to cooperative,
b. Consultation with direetors and manager,
¢. Importance of dalrymen supporting cooperative,

W used the following generml educatlonal activitles by
personal contact with farmers by county agent in the fleld and
office, by meetings and letlers,

L Porestry

The forestry committee set as our goal planting wasteland
to desirable forest tree seedlings and better oare of farm
woodland, Inecrease tree seedling plantiogs 500 acres in 1959
over last year, HZstablish one more forestry demonstration
showing proper managesent., I am sorry to say o have no% been
able to find a sultable forest tc establish ancther demonstration
shoving proper managenent,

Mr. A. B, lyon, Assistant Extension FPorester, VFI, Hlacks-
burg, and Mr, ¥, E Disher, Mstrict TVA Forester, speat about
four days in the county with the ecounty ageut on forestry demon-
strations and other forestry problems.

We feel that the farmers and landowners through our very
intensive forestry program are taking better care of thelr farm
and wvoodlots than they have in the past. They are taking out
undesirable specles and 111 shaped and diseased trees of desir-
able species and dolng a better Job of selective cutting of
larger trees for farm use and marketing, The farmers are also
reforesting some of thelr steeper land and wastelaad to short
leaf, white and loblolly plnes., The forestry committee iz alse
putting on an intensive tree planting prograsm wita the coal strie
ping operators and owners in reclalming the stripped areas for
coal, Most Of the coal strip operators and landowners are very
cooperative in this project, The committee fesls that we resched
our goal of planting 500 acres of tree seedlings this year,

We assisted 365 farsers and others lo forestry tree seedling
plantings; 90 farmers and others in timber stand Laprovemsent;




Sinee coal mining ls the prineipal industry in the county
farmers ean not compete with the high labor wage seale of the
mines in obtaining his labor, However, thers is some labor in
the county even with the difference paid the miners and the
wages thay can obtaln from farmers they are more satiasfied
farming than miniog due to the hasards of the mines, This type
of farm labor in most cases has year around Jobs, especially on
specialised farms, mostly orchard and dalrying., ¥ use lots of
women, teenage boys and girles in harvesting apples and suap beans,

W used the following methods in our farm labor program:

Sconomic comparison of farm labor with machine labor,
Machine custom work in communities where possible,
Help farmers obtaln good labor vhen necessary,

Wo used the folloving educational activities by meetings,
personal contact with farmers by county agent in the office and
fleld,

VIII. Agriculturml Planning

Our goal in agricultursl planning was to complete as many
steps of organising the County Agricultural Extension Service Board
as time permits,

The county agent has not organised the County Agricultursl
Extension Service Board as outlined in the Virginia plan, However,
he has organised four funetlonal commodity committees of the oute
standing projects in the county vhich are agronomy, frult and vege-
table, dalry and forestry., Bach of these committees met with the
county ageot and planned the work in these projects for this year,
The ocounty agent feels that these commodity groups have coopersted
excoptionally well and have done an excellent Job 6n these ocom-
modities.

IX, Cooperatives

The county agent's goal in couvperatives was to help the Jise
and Lee Dairy Herd Improvement Assoclation and the Vise and Lee
Artifieial Breeding Assoclation be more beneficlal and suscessful.,
Also to help the “outhern States Cooperative stores in obtalning
better stralns of seeds and the analysis of fertilisers recom-
mended by the Agronomy Departaent,

The Wise County Purmer's Cooper tive handled the Extension-
TVA test demonstration fertiliser and since the Southern States
has bought out the Southwest Virgioia Cooperative, the Southern
States Cooperntive Store at Biy Stone Gap handles the Extsnsion-
Tennesses Valley Authority test demonstration fertilliser for
Wise County,




Vi, BExtenslon-TVA Demonstration Program

Our goal was %o carry out the Extension-Tennessee Valley
Authority Demonstration Progma as outlined for 1959 with an
addition of five nev demonstrators. I am sorry to say we only
had two new demonstmators ilnstead of our goal of five,

Since the county agent does not have an assistant he is
unable to earry out his duties as county agent and conduct the
Extension-Tennesses Valliey Authority demcnstratlon program as
he would like, However, he has worked with all the demonstra-
tors during the year of which there are ten,

Sinoe the SxtensloneTennessee Valley Authority Demonstmtlion
Progrma has changed considerably from its origioal form ilo that
the demonstrators have to pay about two-thirds of the cost of the
fertiliser 1t 1s hard to get any farmers who are eligible loter-
ested in becoming demonstrators, Most of our demonstrators are
doing a fine Job but it Lis very hard to get Lhem to keep a detalled
record book which ls very necessary in analysing the farm business.

Wo uped the followlng methods in our Exteuslon~Tennessee
Valley Authority Demonstration program:

a, Consult vith ocounty committes concerning best method
in carrying on Extension-Tennesses Valley Authority
Program,

b, Individual farm planniog with demonstrators.

¢. Advise demonstrators of changes in program,

d. Parm account books.

e, Assist in balancling farm business,

f. Fleld meeting on demonstration fam,

We used the following educational sctivities in our Extenslon-
Teonessee Wnlley Authority Dewmonstration Progrma through meetings,
letters, by personal ocontact with farmers by county agent in the
office and fleld, and specialista,

Vi, Parm labor

Our goal in farm labor was to help [ammers obtain labor
saving machinery vherever he cau economically use it, thereby
hiring labor only when necessary. Although there is a lot of
unemployment in the county due to mechanization of the coal mines
it is hard to obtain farm labor,

Realising that there is not very much we ean do about the
farm labor situation exoept encourage farmers to obtain labor
saving machinery vherever he can economically use it or by farmers
obtaining farm machinery for his own use and also do custom work
for farmers who are not economically situated to buy the machinery
for themselves,




¢, Seed treatament,

d. Proper application and kind of fertilizer to use,

e, Kind of insect sprays to use and wvhen to apply.

f. Kind of disease sprays to use and vhen to apply.

g« Motatlion of vegetable erops to control diseases and
lnsecte.

he Better grading and packing.

1. Cooperative market and cannery.

We used the following general educatlonal aoctivities by
personal contact with farmers by couaty agent in the offlos and
fleld, press, radlo, letters and bulletins,

E Orvamental Hortioculture

Our goal in ormamental horticulture is Lo beautify our home
grounds in urben areas as well as ruml areas,

The county agent has made severnl visits and helped with
numerous flowers and ornamental probless loclullng lawns with indie
viduals not only im 'rural areas but also towns throughout the ares,
He hus discussed these problems from time to tisme oo his weekly
radio broadeast and through news articles, W have had numerous
office and phone calls relating to ormamental horticulturs ausd have
glven out lots of bulletins pertalning to same,

The county ageat asslisted 7,615 farmers and others lu luproved
varieties and stralos of fluvers and ornasental shrubs; 3,733 far-
murs and others in use of fertiliser; 9,415 farmers sod others in
eccatrol of injuricus Ligestsy 9,110 farmers and sthers iln con-
trolling diseasss; 415 farmers and others lu harvestlng and stor-
ing; 34 farmers and others in efficlent work methods; and 26 fare
mers and others vith some phase of farm marketing.

We used the following methods ia our ornamental hortioulture
prograns

&, Kinds of annual and biennual flowers,

be Kinds of shrubs to plant,

¢. Kinds of lawn nixtures to seed.

d. Cultursl practloes,

o. Kinds and amounts of fertiliszers to use,
f. Inseot coutrol.

g+ Diseuse control,

Wo used the following gemeral educatliomal activitles Lhrough
persomal contacts with rural and urban people by county ageat in
the office and field, letters, press and rdio,




be Show farmer it 13 a good cash crop, especlally for
the small farmer,

e Froper loeation and soll types for good berry production.

d, Best warietles sulted to our county.

o Get plants from rellable cursery.

f. Preparatics of soll before planting.

g« Kind of fertilizer to use and amounts and time to
spply.

he Control of diseases and lnseets,

i, How and vhen to mulch stravberrics.

Jo How aod vhen to prune raspberries.

k. How and vhen to prune granes.

We used the following educational activities in promoting
our saall fruit program by persomal contact with farmers by county
agent in the field and offlice, bulletins, speclalists and radio,

D, Vegetable FProduction

The vegetable committee decided not to increase our vegetable
produstion until the growers organised a cooperative market and/or
obtain a canuery,

dise County, with its loam soll, its good rainfall and eli-
matic conditions, makes it an excellent county for growing all wa=-
rietlies of vegetables that can be grown in our type of climate,
Until wve can obtain a cannery or a cooperative market or both, we
feel that we chould malatain our present vegetable procduction
fnstead of increasing it. We feel that we are malntalaning our
present vegetable production and are able to market It in our owm
county, adjacent Kentucky counties and the vegetable merket at
Knoxville, Tenunessee., The county agent has, and ls still tryirg
to get a cannery established in the county not only to take oare
of the vegetable situation but to help in our apple production,
The Area Chamber of Comuerce of the county is cooperatiog with the
county agent and fruit and vegetable committee in trylng to get a
cannery established, 5o far we have not succesded.

The main vegetables we are ralsing nov for market are soej
beans, tomatoes, irish potatoes, head lettuce and sweet corn,

We used the following methods in our vegetable program:

&, Market demand in county and adjoining market sxceeds
our production, however, hard to sell on account of
poor marketing aystem,

Better warieties and those warieties that are disease
resistant Af adapted to county,




“o used the following methods in our peach program:

a. Kind of site for peach orchard,

b. The new varieties recommended for county.
¢. Kind of fertilizer to use.

de Cultural practices.

e, Pruning.

f. Control of diseasges.

g+ Control of insects.

o used the following genemal educational activities in our
peach production by personal contast with frult grovers by county
agent in the fleld and office, meetings and through specialiste.

G, Smll Fruits

The frult committee declided for our small fruit goal to in-
creags the acreage of strawberries, raspberries and table grapes
all we possibly can as the present production is away below the
demand, The committee did not set any specific acreage goal,

Sinee our soils and climatic conditions are well adapted to
small frult production and with an excellent market we feel that
the farmers, particularly the small farmers, should raise more of
these small frult crops such as ragpberries, stravberries and
table grapes, as thelr main oash crops, The small farmers with
their family labor in most cases can take care of at least one-
half to one sere and make a very nice lncome from same.

The fruilt committes and the county agent has worked hard in
trying to get more fruit planted but since there is a lot of work
to smll fruits, especially strawberries, the farmers seem to shy
awy from its production, even if it does pay a nlce income,

I am sorry to say that we only had approximately six acres
of commercial stravberries and three acres of commercial msp-
berries planted this year,

This year we assisted 49 farmers and others in improved wae
rieties of mall fruits; 78 farmers and others in use of ferciliser;
90 farmers and others iln controlling injurious insects; 96 farmers
and others in controlling diseases; 26 farmers in harvesting; 14
farmers in efficlent vork methods and 33 farmers in some phase of
mariketing.

W used the following methods in our small fruit program:

a, Show farmers the demand far exceeds the supply of berries,




This year we asslsted 1,981 farmers and others in improved
varieties of apples to plant; 2,110 farmers and others in use
of fertiliser; 3,763 farmers and others ln control of injurious
insects; 3,645 farmers and others in controlling diseases; 195
farmers in harvesting and storing; 80 farmers in efficleat vork
methods; 183 farmers in some phase of marketing.

¥ used the following methods in ouwr apple program:

6. What constitutes a good apple orshard site.

b. Desirable apple varieties and thelr desimble
sports to plant according to consumer demands and
their groving habitas,

Advantages of cooperative packing plant,

Use right kind of spray materials for diseases and
insects.

Apply spray materials at proper time,

Apply spray materials thoroughly.

Prune trees properly.

Proper application of nitrate and commereial
fertilizer to trees.

Proper cultivation of orchards.

Orchard mice control.

Thin apples 1f too heavy a set,

Proper pleking, gmding and packing.

Inportance of maintalning quality from pleking until
reaching consumer,.

We used the following educational activitles in promoting
our apple program by pruning, mouse control demonstration, meet-
ings, tours, help from specialists, timely spray laformation
through spray cards, letters, press, madio and persooal centact
with fruit grovers by county agent in the fleld and office,

B. Peach Froduction

The frult committee set as our long time goal to plant 2,000
acres of desimble warieties of peaches only on good sites. The
1959 goal was to start planting as many orchards as possible as
there is only one peach orchard of about three acres iu the county,

I am sorry to say that we did not plant any commercial peach
orchards this year, Howvever, some of the apple grovers are plan-
ning to put in some peach orchards in the near future, They vere
80 busy taking care of their orchards and short of help this year
they vere unable to make any plantings in the spring. With the
development of new warietlies in peaches that are more hardy against
frost and freezing in the spring which is our greatest hasard in
this section will also be an incentive to the growers to set peach
orchards,




and net the apple growers a falr profit, I do not see anythlng for
the apple growers to do but quit,

We have a very active frult growers' association which meets
monthly except in Oectober at harvest time which has helped the
frult committes, county ageut and horticultural specialists to
put across our apple program in the county, Pmotlioally every
month we have one or mozw of the speclalists frow tie Extenslion
department or Sxperiment Station to dliscuss timsly toplcs, These
specialists, as well as the county agent, have continously dwelled
on production of high quality apples through use of right kinds of
spray materials, timely spraying and thorough spplication,

Weo discuss other timely Loples oa orechard management at these
meotlngs such as proper fertillizatiocn, pruning, mice control, ploke
ing, gmding, packing, marketing and many other orchard problems,

We had seven monthly nlght meetings, one all day frult sehool,
one twielight orchard meeting, one all day tour of orchards in
county and pienle, one pruning and mouse control demonstratlion,
The all day fruit school in Wise County was for all growers of
Wise and eight other Southwest Virglaols countles. The school
was conducted by the fruit specialists from the "orticultuml
Department, “ntomologists and Flant Pathologlsty from the Experi-
ment Station, VFI, Hlacksburg.

We had & very fine and enjoyabls all day tour of orchards
in the county with a very fine plenic served by the wives of the
fruit grovers. Mr. Armstrong, Associate Horticulturist from
University of Kentucky, Lexington, four frult grovers and baakers
attended wilh him, Two Extension speciallists of Lhe Hortloulture
Department at Hlackeburg, Joho dmtson, Executive Secretary of the
Virginia State Horticultural Socliety, James Chafflos and John
Ligon of uhe Agricultural Marketing Service, Richmond, Virgioia
and fifty farmers and thelir wives from Jise County attended,

We are well plessed with the apple erop in Wise County this
year considering we had & very largs crop last year, Howaver,
the apples did not size guite as good as expectad due to two
drouthis during the latter part of the summer and early fall,

The fruit was exceptionally olean of dissases and insects., W
estimated the owop to be 250,000 bushels.

Since the apple spray programs are becoming more and more
complicated the county agent spent a lot of his time durlag the
groving season in the orchards helping the frult growers decide
which spray materiale to use and time of application for control
of both inseets and dliseases.




with sports of desimble warietles and to bulld a cooperative
packing plant,

OQur goal for 1959 was to bulld a cooperative packing plant,
and Lo plant as many trees of desirable warieties as possible
on good sites., Take out as many old uaproductive trees and une
desirable varistles in preseat orchards as possible and replace
them with sports of desiruble varietiss. To locresse betier
quality of apples grown and a better quality pack, Also maintain
quality from tree to consumer,

We are sorry to say we did not succeed in bullding a cooper=
ative packing plant this year, However, we ars continually working
on it and eveatually expect enough of the grovers to become in-
terested snough to develop Lnis plant,

Our commercial apple tree population Lo Wise County has de-
oreased 32% since 1949 according to the 1956 census of commereial
apples made by the Division of Marikets and Statistlclan of the
Virginia Department of Agriculture. Trees of hearing age declined
38% during the period but trees of bearing age increased 1%, The
number of commercial orchards decreased 19% from 70 in 1947 to
57 in 1956, The total number of apple trees including non bear-
ing and bearing age in 1949 was 51,068, The nusber of non basaring
and bearing age trees in 1956 was 34,955, In view of these sta-
tistios the committee in a long time prograa wants our apple tree
population to be approximately 105,000,

We feel that we have accomplished a greatl deal in our apple
tree planting goal for this year, There have been approximately
5,000 apple trees planted Lhis year on good sites and approxie
mtely 6,400 trees set in old orchardes replacing undesirable
waristies, veak and dead trees. The main resson for our deorease
in number of commercial orchards is due to the faect that the
st inerease in cost of production and warketing the apples in
comparison to the little or no increase in the past twenty years
in sale price. Unlees this one sided situation is corrected,

I an afraid the small and medium apple growers will be foreed
out of business not only in Wise County but other commercial
apple aress,

Wise County is well adapted to apple growing especlally iao
the upper section of the county around the Wise Court House due
malnly to ite high altitude, With our good normal rainfall which
is genemally well distributed over the year and our soil belng of
& loam nature makes it well adspted to apple growing., We feel
that the apples grown in the mountains of Wise County with its
good minfall, good climatic conditions, good solls rich in mine
erals, have a better flavor than those grown in most parta of
the United States. Unless the consuming publie 1s willing to
pay the price of apples to take oare of the high production cost




. Feed more minerals to breeding stock and
fattening hogs.

f. Treat pigs for worms.

g+ Vaccinate to prevent cholera.

Wo used the following general educational activities in
our pork program by personal contact with farmers by county
agent 1o the office and fleld, letters, bulletins, press and
radlo.

C. Gheep Production

Fhe committee declded that our goal in sheep production was
to take better care of shesp now on farms and not inerease sheep
prodoction due to the large population of dogs. However. we have
bad one farmer who has gone into the sheep business this year and
80 far is getting along nicely with his sheep as far as dogs are
concerned. Dus to the large dog populsation in the county, prace
tically all sheep farmers were forced out of sheen business
several years ago,

We have an excellent county for sheep but dus to the dog
population 1t would be foolish for the committes and county agent
to encourage farmers to go into the sheep business only to have
most of them killed by dogs.

We apslsted three farmers in selection and breeding; three
farmers ln better feedliny methods) four farmers in coatrolling
exteroal parasites; five farmers in controlling diseases and ine
teroal parasites; two farmers ln efficleat vork methods; three
farsers in some phase of marketing,

We used the following metbods in our sheep production program:
a, Better oare of ewes at lambling.
b, Better raas.
o. Better feeding methods.
d. Worm flock three times durling year.
We used the following educational activities in promoting
our sheep program through letters and personal contact with far-
mers by county agent in the fleld and office, radio and bulletins,
V. Horticulture

A. Apple Production

The frult committee set our long time apple goal to triple
our present apple tree population, take out old trees and unde-
sirable warieties in our present orchards, and to replace them




This year ve assisted forty-one farmers in selection and
breeding of beef cattlej 490 farmers in better feeding manage-
ment practices; 672 farmers in controlling external parasites;
690 farmers in controlling diseases aod internal parasites;

38 farmers in more efficlent work methods and 31 farmers in sone
phase of marketing.

We used the folloving methods in our beef cattle program:

4, Better calves from more desimble sires and dame,

b, Buy better calves for feeders,

¢. Better pastures by seeding better pasture aixtures,

d. Better pastures by reseeding old pastures and brushing
vhere necessary,

o, Better pastures by use of lise and fertiliser as recom-
mended by soll samples,

f. Better hay by seeding better hay mixtures,

g+ Proper liming and fertilizing of meadows vhere necessary,

he Better control of cattle diseases and pamasites,

We used the following general sducational activities in pro-
moting our beef cattle prograa by personal contaect with farmers
by ocounty agent in the field and offisce, letters, bulletins, press
and raclo,

Bs Fork Production

Our goal was to inorease our pork production 20% in 1959
over last year, We fesl that we inecreased our pork production
only 15%, falling short of our goal 5%, We have not been able
to get the furmers to ralse enough brood sows to supply enough
plge for the plg mariket in the county, Howevey, the farmers
are taking better care of thelr sows at farroving time and are
bresding thex to farrow twice a year, With some inerease in
sow numbers and breeding them twice a year and better care at
farrowing time has caused us to have 158 increase in plg proe-
duction over last year,

Wo assisted 975 farmers and others in selectlon and breeding;
311 farmers and others in better feeding methods; 917 farmers and
othem in controlling external pamgites; 936 farmers and others
in controlling diseases and internal parasites; 45 farmers and
others in efficlent work methods; 1,013 farmers and others in
some phase of marketing.

Wo used the following methods in our pork production programi
a, MNore sows to farrow.
b, Better oare of sows at farroving,

o, Breed sows to farrov in spring and fall,
d, Better feeding wmethods,
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Better cows froa high producing parentage to replace
oulled cows.
Increase cow population from cows of high producing

parentage.

¥ore ladino and orchard grass pastures.

Better pastures by reseeding on thin pastures.
Better pastures by using lime and phosphate.
Use of complete fertiliszer where needed,

Better hay——alfalfa, clover and lespedesa,

Bet ter ouring methods of hay.

Small grein for late fall and sarly vinter gmazing,
Better sires from high produeing parentage,
Better barns,

Dairy Herd Improvement Assoeiation,

Artificial Breeding Assoclation,

Breed cows to freshen In fall and winter months
when milk is nesded most,.

Make poople conselous of county produced milk
through advertising.

bBetter feeding management,

We used the following gensral educational activities by
personal contact with fammers by county agent in the field and
office, by letters, meetings, bulletins, Extension-Tennessee
Valley Authority demonstmators, specialists, press and radio,

IV, Livestock
A. Beef Oattle

Since the agronomy committes is composed of beef cattle men
they also serve as our beef cattle committes, The committes set
our goal to inorease beef cattle 258 in 1959 over last year and
to increase quallity and better finish on all eattle.

Wo felt that with the increased aoreage and better quality
of meadows and pastures we would noed at least 258 increase in
beef cattle production as well as an increase in dalry catile
as recommended by the dalry committee,

Ve feel that we met our goal, Since beef cattle prices
have been very  ood for several years most of our beef cattle
farms are stooked to capacity and some farmers are golng into
beef oattle business that were not in it before, The farmers
are oulling their cows very rigidly and replacing them with
purebred and better grades. They are also obtaining more and
better purebred bulls. The beef cattle farmers who do not have
cow and ealf herds are buying better calves in the full to grese
and sell the following fall,




d, Better feedlng methods,
e, DBetter sanitation to control diseases and parsites,

We used the following general educational activities by
personal contact with farmmers by county agent iln the field and
office, by letters, press, radio and bulletins,

111, Dairying

The dairy committee set as our dalry goal to inerease our
commercial cow population 25% and our milk produstion 45% in
1959 over last year,

We fesl we only increased our commerclal ocow population 15%
instead of our goal of 258, This was due to no more dairies
starting in the county this year, The 15% increase was due to
the present dairymen increasing their herd wherever possible and
practical, Since we did not meot our commercial cow population
goal we fell short of our milk production goal vhich was 455 to
35% Our increase in milk production was due to some lncrease
in mumber of commercial cows but mostly to the rigid culling of
unproductive cows and replacing them with high produeing cows.
Aleo our milk production was inereased by more efficlient manage-
ment, better fesding and betier pastures,

We feel that the Wise-Lee Dalry Herd Improvement Assoclation
organised with the assistance of the county agents of Lee and
Wise Countles about ten years ago has helped our dalrymen a
great deal in being able to weed out the undesirable low pro-
dueing cows and getting records of dams and off-spriogs so the
dairymen will knmow vhich calves to keep for replacements vhere
needed and to sell o other dailrymen, The Dnlry Hord Improve-
ment Assoclstion has also helped our dairymen in obtalning more
milk per cow through better feeding program,

Wo also feal that the Wise and lee Artificial Breeding Asso-
elation vhich was organised about seven years ago by the dalry-
men of the two counties has been a great help in laproving the
dalry herds for higher production for both counties,

The dalrymen of Wise “ounty snd most other Southwest Virginia
ocounties as well as Tennessee and Kentucky are operating under
the Tri-State Milk Producers Assoclation and also under the Fedemal
Marketing Milk Control, We fesal that the dalrymen operating under
both of these programs have stabilized thelr milk marketing con-
ditions,

We used the following methods in promoting our dalry program:

8. 10 and 15 cow herds good income for family sise farms,




poultrymen about doubled their flock and better management of
farn flocks.

We used the following methods in our egg production progmms

a., larger farm flocks for more oash Llncome,

b. Obtain pullets from pollorum free hatcheries and
pullets from high producing parentage,

e, Better housing.

ds Better feeding methods,

e, More rigid culling,

f. Better sanitation to control diseases and parasites,

g« Oot baby chicks for laying flock early so they will
start laying in latter part of August and middle of
Sep tember,

We used the following general educatiooal activities by
personal contact with farmers by county agent in the fleld and
office, Ly letters, press, radio and bulletins,

B, Increased Broiler Production

Our goal in broiler production was to lnerease our broilers
5% in 1959 over last year mainly for farm consumption, Due to
the extreme lov prices of brollers and high cost of feed and
not haviag a poultry dressing plant in the county or nearby we
did not think it advisable %o put on a very intensive educational
progrea encouraging our farmers to raise brollers for commercial
purposes, Nelther did we think it advisable to encourage the
farmers %o have a broiler contraet U1ih the feed dealers since
there are no prooessing plants nearty, We do not have a farmer
who 1s under a broller contract within the county, However, ve
felt that the farmers should lnerease thelr broller production
in the county by 5% for their own consumption with a few to sell
as dressed brollers to Lheir neighbors and stores, Most of the
house wives now prefer buying friars and broilers tray packed
rather than buy them on foot and dressing them themselves,

This year we assisted 3,115 farwers and others in selection
and breeding; 4,002 farmers and others in better feeds and feed-
ing methods; 4,919 farmers and others in controlling external
paragites; 5,510 farmers and others in controlling diseases and
ioternal parasites; 195 faruers and others in efficlent work
methods and 230 farwers and others in some phase of farm mar-
keting,

We used the following methods in our broiler production
programi

a, Better strain of chicks for broller production,
be Obtain baby chicks from pollorum free hatalgriss,
Gs Better brooders,




Again this year in cooperation with Mr, G, R Mathews,
Extension Burley Tobacco Speelalist, VFPI, Hlacksburg, R G
Henderson, Sxperiment Station Pathologlst at Hlaeksburg, the
American Tobaocoo Company, Reynolds Tobacoo Company and Mr,
MoGruder Slemp, our leading tobmeco grower, we put on an acre
demonstration of burley tobacco of ten different warieties of
1/10 aere sach, This tobmeoco will be chemically tested for
flavor, nicotine content, aroma and probably other tests to
determine which varlety or warieties grow and produce the kind
of tobaceo the tobacco companies and consumers desire to buy,
We are sure, as in the past, we will obtain some very valuable
informetion for the burley tobacco growers and companiss.

We also held two tobaecco grading demonstretions this fall
in cooperation with one of the Federal Graders from (reenville,
Tennessee,

We used the following methods in our burley tobacco pro-
grams

a, Varietlies best adapted to county.

b. Kinds and amounts of fertiliser and lime to apply
deternined by soil amalysis for plant bed and fleld,

6. Preparation of plant bed and fleld.

d. Oultural practices best adapted.

e, Harvesting and ouring methods,

f. Proper grading and oare,

g« Markoting.

We used the following general educational aetivitles in
our tobagco program by personal contact with farmers by ocounty
agent in the offlice and fleld, contact with agricultural Sta-
bilisation and Conservation office as to tobmeco allotments,
letters, press, speclalists and bulletins,

II. Poultry Production
A. Ineressed Kgg Production

Our long time goal in poultry production is to produce all
the ogge as far as possible and practioal that are consumed in
the county and also other markets iln our nearty Bastern coale-
flelds of Kentucky, Our goal this year was to lnerease our egg
production 30% more egge than last year,

We fesl that we only increased our egy production 20% of
our 30% goal due mainly to the upe and downs in price of eggs
in the relationship of high feed cost, W feel we galned this
inerease in egy production mainly through two of our largest




We used the following genersl educational activities with
farmers Lo the offlee and fleld, Ly letters, press, mdlo,
specialists and bulletins,

I. Froper land Use of Coal Stripped Areas

The agronomy committee set as our goal 40% of coal stripped
land to be put Llnto adapted erops and forest trees.

I am sorry to say due to lack of state leglslatlion requiring
the coal stripper and/or the landowusr to level the land veck into
a practical manner for crop productioa, we were only able to get
about 25% of our goal planted to adapted grass and clover alxtures
or planted to furest tree seedlings,

Most of the land that wve vere ables to get the coal stripper
and landowner to level up has beeu planted Lo grmss and clover
mixture, ssall grein and lespedesa according to its degree of
fertility and humus, [owever, some of the leveled stripped wreas
was planted to pine tree seedlings, mostly short leaf and white
pine, About 20% of the area that was stripped but not leveled
by the stripper and landowner has been planted to ploe tree seed-
lings. In most cases these plne tree seedlings are groving ex-
ceptlonally fine,

We are still trylng to get proper state leglslation passed
whereby all of this coal stripped area vill be properly leveled
and planted to its proper vegetation,

We used the following methods in our approach Lo proper land
use on coal stripped areas

a, Soll and water congservation,

be Soll amalysis,

o, Best use of land,

de FPrepamtion of land after belng stripped.

We used the following educational activities by personal ocon-
tact with farmers, landownsrs and ocoal strip operators by county
ageat in the rleld and offlce, by letters, press, mdlo, demon-
strations and specinllists.

J. Burley Tobaeco

The agronomy committee set our burley tobmeco goal for all the
tobacco allotasats to be planted If possible. Thers vere two hune
dred burley tobacco allotments with an screage of 76,58, There
were 11,45 acres of this allotmeat not placted, The main reason
for most of the 11,45 acres not belng planted was due to such smll
allotaments it was not economical for them to plant, harvest and
mrket it, In some instances, the farmer was not physically able
to take eare of the erop and was not able to get experienced help,

«ll-




8+ Application of phosphate,
he Application of complete fertiliser where needed,
1. Advise agalinst over or under grasing.

We used the following general educational activitles in proe
moting our pasture program through the Extenslon-Tennessec Vallaey
Authority demonstrators, personal contact with farmers by couaty
agent in the fleld and office, Agricultural Stabilisation and
Conservation Program, letters, speclalista, press, mdlo and
bulletins,

W are pleased with the response we are obtalniong from our
farmers in our intensive forege crop program, The farmers are
seeding better meadow mixtures, fertilizing and liming them better
a8 well as cutting and curing hay when it is at its best, The
furmors are dolng a much better Job with thelr pastures by seeding
better pasture mixtures, fertiliszing and liming and better graszing
methods, They are also seeding more ssall grain in the early fall
for early winter and spring gresing,

There vere approximately 900 acres of corn land taken out
of cultivation this year and seeded elther to meadows or pasture
mixtures which is an excellent step in better land use and farm
managemant as a lot of this corn land is steep and should be in
a conservation crop,

H, Comtour and Strip Cropping

The agronomy committee set our goal for 158 more farmers to
contour and etrip crop in 1959 than last year, e feel that ve
reached our goal of 15% as the farmers who are uot contouring
and strip eropping are realizing thelr soil is washing off and
becoming less productive each year whlch means most of them are
strip eropping.

This year ve assisted 1160 farmers and others lo contour
and strip cropping.

With a large percentage of our land beling steep we feel that
this is one of our most lmportant Jobe in assisting farsers vith
proper rotations within the strips, the closeness of the strip
agcording to the degrees of slopes and other cultural and fertie
liser practices on these steep slopes.

We used the following methods in promoting our contour and
strip erop program:

as Value of strip eropplog.
bs Froper rotations in strip cropping.
¢, Width of strips on different degree slopes,




Ve used the folloving methods in our legume and grasses
for hay and ensilage programi

a, Better use of lime and fertiliser,

b, Kinds of legumes and grasses best adapted to locality
and use,

e, Higher mte of seeding in nev neadows,

d. Cutting at proper stage to give higher protein content,

8. Proper curing %o produce more palatable hay with higher
protein and chlarophyll content,

f. Instaliation of more hay driers.

g« Installation of more silos.

We used the following general educational activities in
our hay and ensilage program by personal contact with farmers
by agent in the office and flald, press, letters, Extension-
Tennessee Valley authority demonstrators, bulletins, specialists
and radio,

Gs Pasture Improvement

The agronomy committee set as our goal Lo lncrease both
permanent and crop land pastures 258 over last year, We feel
that we excesded this goal 158, Several of the farmers have
taken land out of cultiwation and put it into pastures and meadows
dus malnly to the soareity and high cost of farm labor. dHowever,
due to shortage and high cost of farm labor the farmers vere not
able to keep thelr steep pastures brushed off as good as they
would like,

Where they were able to cut the undesimable vegetatlion with
mowing machines, several have done so, Also, some of the farmers
have killed tAls undesirable vegetation in pastures by spraying
vith weed and brush control chemiocals. Several of the farmers
have Lsproved thelir old pastures a great deal by seeding where
necessary and more use of fertiliser and lime, The new pastures
wvere seeded 1n most cases Lo better adapted pesbure mixtures and
were properly fertilised and limed than in the past,

o used the folloving methods in our pasture program!

8. BSteep land used for row cropes would be more pro-
fitable seeded to yood pasture mixtures.

b, Brush off pasturcs wvhere needed,

e, Reseoding pasturec vhere needed,

1« Best adapted gresevws and legumes for pastures in

ty.

e, ladino and orchard grass pasture,

f. Applieation of lime vhere growth and soll analysis
show the need,




more about how to grov it better without bloating their livestock
and to increase thelir acreage the followving year., All the farmers
who have grown ladino and orchard grass or ladine and Kentucky 31
Pescue mixtures like it as they can grase two or three times more
livestock to the aere than they can on other pasture mixtures,
However, vhere the farmers had %oo much ladino clover in comparison
to the grss and vere not careful in thelir pasture grasing manages
ment lost some cattle due to bloat, However, vhere our recommen-
dations were carried out in graszing management they did not have
this trouble,

Wo had a very fine spring and early sumser groving season
which caused an abundance of pasture, especially ladino and orelard
grase or Kentucky J1 fesocue pastures and a lot of the excess vege-
tation wme put in sllos or was cut for hay.

We used the following methods in our ladino clover and grass
mixture programs

A, Best use of ladino clover and grass mixture,

be Soil adaptation,

¢. Seeding with orechard grass or Kentucky Fescue 31,
d, Preparation of land,

e. Lime requirement (soil sample).

f. Kind and amount of fertilizer to use (soll sample),

g« Rate of seeding.
h. Oare of stand,

We used the following generml educational activities in our
ladino elover and grass mixture progrem by personal countact with
farmers by county agent in the office and fleld, by letters, field
meetings, Extension-Tennesses Valley Authority demonstrators,
speclalists, mdio, press and bulletins,

F. Other Legumes and Orasses for fay and Insilage

Our agronomy committee set as our goal for the other legumes
and grasses for hay and ensilage was to increase it 254 over last
year and grow and cure better hay and better eusilage.

Due to excessive min during our hay season ve exceeded our
goal of 25% by 15% more logumes and gresses for hay and ensilage
than we did in 1958, however, due to excessive min some of our
hay

Moh year the farmers are realising the lmportance of cutting
the hay at Lis right stage for high protein and chlorophyll cone
tent and palatabllity. They are also realising not to let it
stay in the fleld any longer than necessary after cutting so as
to retaln nrolelin, chlorophyll and palatabllity,




Our 1959 pat goal was to inorease our acreage 207 over last
yoar, ‘e fool that ve exceeded this goal by thirty acres as most
farmers used oats as a nurse crop for sexiloy nev pastures and
meadows and several of the dalrymen seeded it for ensilage.

OQur 1959 barley goal was %o increase our acreage alnety-aine
over last yeer, We feel that ve only lucreased ocur acreage forty
over last year., We feel that the main reascn we did not reasch
this goal was Cue %o the fact that some of the farcers oould not
get thelir barley seeded early enough in the fll and seseded winter
oats instead,

Our 1959 rye goal was to increase our acreage sighty-five over
last year, Ve feel that we surpassed this goal by alxty seres as
a lot of the farmers, especially dalrymen, were seeding it early
for vinter grasing and a lot vere seeding 1t %o turn uader 1o the
Spring as B green mADUre GIrop.

In 1959 our mixed grain goal was to inarease our acreage
ninety~four over last year, We feel that we surpassed this goal
by thirty-eix scres with quite a fov of the famers seeding mixed
grain for late winter and sarly spring pasture,

We used the folloving methods in our small gmin programs

a. Advantages of growing small grain erop for feed on
farm as grein,

b. Advantages as cover orop and winter pasture,

¢, AMAwantages as hay and ensilage.

ds Plunt certified adapted warieties for county.

e, Proper fertilisation and liming according to soil
analysis,

We used the folloving general sducational sctivities in owr
sall grin progrea by personal contact with farmers by county
agent in the office and fiald, by press, letters, Extension-
Tennessse Valley Authority demonstmators, speclallsts, mdlo
and bulletine,

& ladino Clover

The agronomy committee set for the 1959 goal 300 new farmers
grov at least one acre of ladino clover and orchard gress mixture
for every three head of livestock on farm, We feel that we only
reached two=thirds of this goal in that spproximately 200 new
farmers grov lo4ino clover and orchard gress mixture or ladine
clover and Kentucky J1 fescue mixture, We only had of the 200
approximstely 100 who reached our goal of growlng one aere of
ladino and grass mirxture to every three head of livestock on the
farm, Some of these fammers who grev ladino and orchard gress
mixtures for the first time thought they had better grov smller
acreage and see how well it would do on thelir farme and leam




b, Use established alfalfa plantings as demonstrations
and loeation of same,

¢, Proper drainage before planting.

de Soll samples (recommendations of Agronomy Departaent
from soll sasples as Yo limlag and ferti-
1izing).

e, Proper preamtion of seed bed.

f. AMAdapted warieties to plant,

g+ Inoculation,

he Time, rate, and method of seeding.

i. Barvesting and curing.

J+ Care of stand,

Ve used the following general educational activitles in our
alfalfa progras by persomal contact with the farmers by the county
agont in the offlce and flald, through regular fara meetings,
letters, press, mdlo, bulletics and speclalista,

C. Hybrid Corn

The agronony committee's long time goal is to have all far-
mers ralsing corn to mise adapted hybrid waristiss. The com=
mittee's goal in 1959 was for 95% of farmers to raise adapted
varieties, We feel “hat we met this goal as prectiocally all of
the farmers raising corn are mising adapted hybrid varisties.

We used the following methods in our hybrid corn programi

a8, Advantages of adapted hybrid warieties over open
pollinated warieties,

b. Adapted varieties best sulted to county,

e. Flaot only certified seed of adapted warietlies.

d. Proper fertilisation including side dressiog with
nitrogen,

o, Proper spaucing of corn between rows and in row.

f. Proper cultursl practices.

e used the following general educational activities in
our hy rid corn program by persomal contact in the field and
offlice by ocounty agent, by meetings, press, mdio, circular
letters, bulletins and specialists,

D, Small Grain
The agronomy committee set our goal for our small grain

for 1959 to lncrease our acreage back to at least where it was
in 1940 for farm consumption,

Our 1959 vheat goal was ‘o lncrease our acreage 262 over
1958, e did not get any lnerease in cur wheat acreage over
last year due malaly to the wvheat acreage allotments.




agronoay handbook, We took 109 soll samples in the county this
year,

A. Cover Crops

In our cover crop program for the year the agronomy committee
as our goal for at least 30% of our farmers sow wiater cover
erops on cultivated land, We feel that 60% of the farsers sowed
some form of winter cover erop in the late summer and fall months
on oultivated land, Although we lacked 20% of remehing our goal
wve feel that it was a big lnerease over the number of farms in
1958 sowing winter cover crops,

We put on a very intensive cover erop progras with the fole
loving methods:

A, Benefits of cover crope.

b. The cover crops that are best sulted to Wise County,

¢, Best varieties of adapted cover crops.

d. Seed treatment of cover crops of the grain varieties,

o, Inoculation of legume cover crop seed,

f. Proper time and method of seeding.

g+ Proper prepamtion of land,

he Kind and amount of fertillzer to use according teo
soll sanple.

s Amount of lime %o use on cover crops as recommended
by solil sample,

Jo Best use of cover crop.

k. Demonstrations fo desirable cover erops.

W tried to get these main polots dealing with cover erops
to the farmers by personal visits to farmers Ly county ageat,
through office visits, prues, letters, meestin s, bulletins,
radioc and specialiste.

B, Alfalfa

The Agronomy Committee, realizing that alfalfa is the most
superior erop in protelin walue we can raise and also be cut
three or four times a season, we decided that we should put on a
very lotensive alfalfa program for both early spring and late
sumner seedings,

The agronomy committee set the goal to increase the acreage
525 acres in 1959 over last year., e feel that we exceeded this
goal by thirty acres, This increase in acreage this year was
mainly done by farmers seeding alfalfa for the first time,

We used the folloving methods 1o our alfalfa prograami

a8, Adwrtages of groving alfalfa vhere adapted,




The 1954 census report shows that there are 1,497 farms in the
county with an avermge sise of 40,5 acres.

A large number of our farmers are part time farmers vho work
in the mines aod other Lndustries part time and farm the remalning.
The farmers in the county not only have an exesllent market for
their products in the county but also in the adjacent coaiflields
of Eastern Kentucky. We find that the farmers in the county naving
such an excellent market are obtaining higher prices for their pro-
duets than most farmers in the other counties of Virginia, Hovewer,
with good roads snd more eficlen® truck tmnsportation our farsers
are meeting more competition with other farm products of other
states,

V. Project Activities

1. Agronomy

Since agronomy is the foundation of all agriculture we have
tried %o use It as & hub of a wheel in wvorking in other projects of
agriculture from it as spokes of a wheel, We feel that the Hxe
tenslon-Tennessee Valley Authority demoustration progrem, the Agri-
cultural Stabilisation and Conserwation and the Lonesome Plne Soil
Conserwation Dlstrict have helped us more than any programs to put
over the Bxtension program to the farmers,

In 1959 we assisted 11,992 farmers and others in carrylng out
some type of lsproved land use practice; 960 farmers in carrylog
out coatour and strip cropping pmactices; 615 farmers and others
in grassing waterways; 780 farmers and others in water supply
storage and distribution; 600 farmers and others in drminage; 2
farmers in irrigation; 5,360 farmers and others in use of limej
10,693 farmers and others in correct use of commercial fertilisers;
915 farmers and others in production of soll improvement crops;
1,617 farmers and others in crop rotations; 26 farmers and others
in land elearing operations,

In 1959 there vere approximately 64,560 tons of commercial
fortiliser an' 14,125 tons of lize used as a result of the igrie
ecultural Extension Service's recommendations.

OQur experience has shown that the best way to decide the kinds
and amounts of fertiliser and lime to be applied to a arop is %o
take soll samples of the field and send them to the Agronomy De-
partasnt for anmalysis. Upon receiving analysis of the sample,
ve discuse it with the farmer and give him the Extension Agronomy's
recommendations for the kind and amount of fertiliszer and lime to
use for this particular field and oyop he wants to grow, This
method of finding out the plant elements preseat and lacking in
the 201l has enabled us to give better recommendations from our




III, Brief Deseription of County Organisation

The Agriculturel Extension work in the county is an edu-
catlonal Service of the Virginia Polyiechnlc Institute and the
United States Departament of Agriculture with County Governmeat
cooperating. The four members of the Board of Supervisors are
the governing body of the county,

The Wise County Extension staff consists of a county agent,
home wgent and secretary,

Sinee tho old Agricultural Advisory Board has been dlscon-
tinued, we are now in the process of developing the Virgioia plan
of organization for eounty Extension progma development, +hen
this plan is fully developed it will be known as the county Agrie
cultural Exteanslon Service Board rather than the Agricultural Ad-
visory board., The county agent has organised four commodity com-
mittees which are the agronomy, fruit and vegetable, dalry and
forestry committees,

These commodity committees which consist of 40 members helped
the county aygent plan the work in the county for this year and
also a long time progmm,

The Wire County Soil Conservation Associstlon oconsists solely
of the Extension-Tennessee Valley Authority demonstrators of which
there are ten members. The County Asgociation is governed by a
president, vice president, seeretary and tLreasurer.

e have a i(-H Club Coumncil consisting of 116 members who are
officers and leaders of the twenty-nine 4(~H Clubs, The dutes of the
i=H Glub Council are to plan the progrmame and notivities of the 4(-H
Club Work and to supervise the carrying out of these programs and
activities within the eounty,

IV, Deseription of Types of Agriculture in Wise County

Wise County is considered an industrial county, maialy coal
minlng. However, there is a considerable amount of agriculture
earried on within the county. The county has a normal population
of 56,000 people and we are trying to ralse as many and much of
the agricultural products that are adapted to the ocounty to meet
the food needs. The main types of agriculture we find adapted to
our soils and climate are numerous vegetables, apples, strave
berries, raspberries, dairy products, beef cattles, hogs, poultry
and most of “he agronomy crops. e have an average minfall of
approximetaly 58 inches which is normally well distributed during
the year which makes our county very sultable to any crop pro-
duction sulted to our climatic conditions,
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