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SCHOOL OF RURAL LIFE
FOR COUNTRY PREACHERS
OF VIRGINIA AND NEARBY STATES

The 1944 Summer School for Rural Ministers as-
sumes special significance in the light of present day
conditions. This i= a time of special stress for
nvrfom-: and it is especially important that the

church maintain a high standard of efficiency
and a prominent place in the lives and thoughts of
those who remain on the home front. Without this
and without special thought and preparation the
church as a whole and the rural church in particalar
will mot be prepared to deal with the pestwar prob-
lemns which we are facing

This school is specially designed to bring to the
attention of rural ministers and leaders the princi-
pal factors to be comsidered in meeting the rural
church situation of teday and tomorrow. The schoeo!
i= interdenominational! in character; and we draw
upon the resources of all denominations, the State
College of Agriculture, and other state and federal
departments and agencies to supply the talent for
this summer school program. No one interested in
rural cherch work who can get four days’ time to
devote to it can afford to miss the school

2

DAILY PROGRAM

Morning worship.—Blacksburg Ministerial Associa-
tion. .

Ist Class.—Programs and Services Public Agrieul-
tural Agencies Are Bringing to Farm Families
— Prof. B. L. Hammel, Extension Specialist in
Rural Organization, V. P. 1., Blacksburg.
2nd Class.—Meeting the Problems of the Rural
Church Today and Tomorrow.—Rev. Paul Doran,
Sparta, Tenn., a successful rural minister.
8rd Class.—Rural Social Problems Affecting the Pro-
m of the Rural Church.—Dr. C. Horace
amilton, Professor of Rural Seciclogy, N. C.
State, Raleigh, N. C
#th Class.—Pastoral Psychiatry—An Explanation of
Human Behavior.—Dr. William S. Sadler, Chi-
cago, 1L
Neon Recess
The afternoon is devoted to informal demomina-
tional and group conferences with individual instrue-
tors and to rest, recreation, and inspection trips and
tours.
Dinner
1st Evening Period —Sermons by selected rura
ministers

2nd Evening Period —Lectures by nationally know
leaders of public and religious thought

TIME OF THE SCHOOL
July 24-28, 944

The first session of the school begins Monday
July 24th. Registration begins at 1 p.m. that
The program continues until noon Friday, July a

Cost of the Scheel

The total cost of the schoel is $7.50 per persom
for either ministers or their wives. .This cowers
rooms, meals, and registration. No provision s
made for children 4

A great many scholarships are available from &if-
ferent denominations; and additional ones are awail-
able from the Home Missions Council. These cower
all local expenses so that the minister only has to
provide his transportation to and from Blacksburg
Even this can be reduced where several ministers
can ride together. Those wanting scholarships showld
write to their own denominational headquarters or
to B. L. Hummel, Secrctary-Treasurer of the Vir-
ginia Rural Church Conferemce Board, Blacksburg,
Va. Assistance can also be given in arrangimg
transportation pools

Rest—Recreation—Iinformation

During the fifteen years that these schools hawve
been held, many ministers have come to use this
as their “vacation” period. Blacksburg is lecated
in the mountains, 2,100 feet above sea level; and the
campus is a delightful spot. The food and lodgimg
are good; and the fellowship is unusually fine. The
school is refreshing physically, mentally, and spirit-
vally: Come.

For additional information write B. L. Hummsel,
Box 100, Blacksburg, Va.
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Executive Committee
of the
VIRGINIA RURAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
BOARD — 1944
Methodt Latheran
Rev. H. H. Smith, Jr. Dr. R. H. Andersem
Bagtist Rev. H. E. Poff
o 2% Disciples of Christ
Rev. W. C. Shawen
Rev. J. B. Hill Rev. John A. Tate
Rev. Allen Stanger
"';“'";"‘: ‘ Church of the Brethres
eV Curme - >
Dr. H ulu}l)uzhi.r e .
Rev. Jennis : )
; X ' Reformed Church
Episcopal Rev. W. 8. Gerhasd

Rt Rev. F. D. Good-
wir ’ ’ Friends

Rev. J. H. P. Masor Rev. James R. Stem
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Aist in Rural Ovgemisaties, VPI.

i >
Present Day Problems ia Rural Chured Adninistretion--Rev. E. E. Stidhem, rural simister,
Ceorimth, wississippd,

1§

Raral Secial Preblems Affecting $he Pregress of the Rursl Church--Dr, C. Tarace Mamdiltem,
Professer Rural Sesislogy, State Callege, X. C.
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: RURAL ORCANIZATION PROGRAM
VIRGIIIIA AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE
1945

W In Virginia the past tq to fifteen years have provided
an ace ation of experience and progress with:'

(1) Discussion groups.

(2) County land-use planning.

(3) County data and trend sheets,

(4) Summary reports of county agricultural planning.

(5) Land-use maps of many counties,

(6) Community-neighborhood maps of still more countus.

(7) Lists of white and of colored families by neighborhoods and communities.

(8) A mailing list of mon and women neighborhood leadors who have had some
training and experience,

(9) An established Neighborhood Leader's Digest.

(10) A profossional worker's council and

(11) -A county board of agriculture in most all counties,

Farm and home agents who have bean on the job for scoveral yoars have an ac-
cumulation of experience in all theso activitios but many nower agonts knmow little
or nothing about thom., Thousands of leading farm mon and womon have participated
in ono or more of thoso activities, The experience to dato and tho materials
availableo provide a basis for futurc work, .

% TO THE FUTURE, Looking shoad thore are many probloms to bde worked
out. ef among tho probloms to be faced aro:

(1) Integrating the nower organization and planning activitios 'with oxist-
ing ones, :

(2) Deing more work with groups and through lcadors instoad of so largely
on an individual sorvico basis, _ :

(3) Integrating mon's, women's, and 4-H e¢lub work moro closoly.

(4) working out tho most agrocablo and adventagoous rolationships with e
othor agencios. ot s

(5) Promoting and working moro closoly with farm -onbox-luy ormxz-um Ry
and with gooperatives, 5

(6) shifting from war to postwar programs.

(7) Roaching further down the road and sorving mnor farmors and loss
priviloged families,

Thoso are somo of tho probloms which wo as an Extension Service are facing.
Wo nocd to work thom out as @ unifiod scorvicc agency, not as individual workors
with competing and conflicting ideas, It may not matter to ono Extonsion workor
what anothor one dDos but it does matter to the farm femily and the rural com-
munity if our work is not coordinatod, Vo aro sorvants of the public and as such
must organizec our work and develop an Extonsion program which will bring tho
greatost and most pormanent good to tho lergost number of people in Virgisia, -
In ordor to do this our work should contributo to tho sociasl and cconomic sta-
bility of rural communitios.
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PLANS POR WORK ON ORGANTZATION IN 1945

The goneral plan of procodure in furthoring tho oxtonsion organization pro-
gram for 1945 provides for: )

Tl) The seloction of two or throo countios in cach district for intensivo
work. Tho orgnnization specialist will assist with the work in these countios.

(2) ‘Tho promotion of botter .orgnizsuoa in all othor countios by tho dis-
trict agonts with such mstorials and assistanco from tho organization spocialist
as may bo possiblo,

A. DBasis Of Scloction Of Intonsive Countios.

In solecting tho countios for intonsivo work it sooms important to consider
the uscs to bo made of those intonsive demonstrations. Tho following uses have
boon suggestod:

X
(1) Combine intensivo work on organization with county domonstrations in
oxtension methods, including curront measurcmonts of progross and officioncy,

(2) Seloct countics with farm and homo agonts capablo of oxtonsion locador-
ship dovelopment,

(3) Give attontion to relationships with othor sagoncios in thoso counties,

(4) Have graduate students in uxtension mothods, ocono;ics. arid sociology
do field work in the intoansive countios,

B, Genorsl ti ization Throughout The Stato muug‘ Rosults
of Wo. vo Countios, %

Tho following moasurcs will help to advance the organization work im all
countios. They provide for full uso of all help that cam be gotton from the
intensive countios and at the samo time leoavo the way opon for individual
initiative and unlimitod progress in all othor countios:

(1) Hold conforoncos of farm and home agonts in nearby countios oach yoar
in oach county in which intensive work is bdoing done.

(2) Make all materials, plans, and procodures doveloped in tho intonsivo
countios available to agents in noarby counties.

(3) Proparc conservative and appropristo publicity on work in intonsive
countios for Extension Division Nows and othor publications,

* (4) Uso the 25 or more agonts in tho intonsivo countios as discussion
Jecdors and sposkers on Extension programs, rodio programs, otc. Put omphasis
on tho work done by farm poople and agricultural agencios in thoso countioes.

(5) Dovolop work in intensivo counties in cooperation with subjoct mottor
spocinlists so thnt mothods and procoduros workod out with specialists in theso
intonsive counties will bo emcouraged and usod by spocialists in tho promotion of
subjoct mntter work in nll othor countios, '
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