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A. Home demonstration elubs \

Fo. 10 Membership 173

Other groups sponsored by home demonstration olubss
No. Clubs - i‘iﬁo 0 Membership O
. “ (Negro Member ship !

4<H Cludbe, Girlss
No. 3 Membership 30

Older Youth Oroupes
Ne. 0 Member ship 0

No. reached through demonstrations given by agent 85
No. families reached through meighborhood and camumity leaders S00
Estimate total mmber families reached 785 No. farm families in coumty

IV. ORGANIZATION
A. County Home Demonstration Committee
In September, the presidents and vice-presidents of the county
Home Demonstration groups and outstanding members of unorganized groups
met at Sussex Courthouse for a program planning meeting. At this meeting,
with the help of Migs Helen Ricks, Distriet Agent, a County Home Demon-
stration Comittee was organiseds The membership of this o—it_too is

composed of the presidents and vice-presidents of the organised clubs and

other outstanding wamen in the county selected by the home agent.

The function of this committee is to plan county programs,
to take up problems pertaining to womens interests in the county and to
foster friendghip of clubs through-out the county. The Committee made
plang to meet twice each year for the duration. The only result of the
Committee's work is the 1544 Home Demonstration Program, which was planned

at the September meeting.
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The County Agricultural Bosrd was organised two years age and since

that time has developed very slowly. There are € communities and 36 neighbor- ..

hoods. There sre 6 commmity chairmen and 6 camunity co-chairmen (women)
and 72 neighborhood leaders, men and women., The megro board is & separate
erganisation and is handled entirely by the megro furm agent. The chairman
and co-chairman of the communities have functioned about 75% on all programs
asttempted. In the Victory Home Food Supply Campaign, the leaders were very
cooperative and in most cases got the infarmetion out to county pecple.
last spring Mr. B, L., Humel, Organisetion Specialist, spent 2 days in the
county with Home and Farm Agents in making plans and changing same lesaders
and meighborhood boundary lines. Neither of the agents feel that the
County Agricultural Board is functioning as well as it might but agree
.wr.» more time and opportumity to work with the leaders might alter the

situation,
C. Professicnal Workers' Conference

The agencies represented om the Professiomal Workers' Coumeil
are the same that were reported last year. The council met three times
in 1943. In December the Council had an organisation meeting and the
following officers were elected: The County Agent ,Chairman; the Farm

Security Farm Supervisor, Vice-Chairman and the Stony Creek Eome Economiecs

Teacher, Secretary.

In the Victory Home Food Supply Ceampeign, the Home Agent took
the responsibility for plamning, and called the community and some neighbor-
hood meetings. Eecause the teachers had no means of travel and the F.S.A.

Home Supervisor lived in another county, it fell to the Agents lot to carry
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In the eounty, & T. B. Clinie was held, The Home Agert was ashed

to help make plans and pudblicise the elinmie. She to& the oppertunity te

contact some community and meighborhood leaders to get this dome.

V. LEADERSEIP
A. Adult Woerk

Thére ere 32 clud officers in the Home Demonstration Clubs of
Sussex County. There are 8 clubs with elected officers. Bach has president,

vice-president, secretary and reporter.

Two project leaders were elected from each group and in several
cases there was an altermate for a project leader. In 7 clubs there were
23 leaders and in a newly organized club there are 7 leaders. This clud
was following the plan for 1944 of having a different leader for each type
of project., The leaders of 1943 have not given many demonstrations. The
agent did not feel that they were quite ready to be left entirely alome to
give them but in some cases she recogniszes that this was & w. Dur ing
the year, there were 8 leader training meetings with 68 leaders present. The
leader training meeting foar slip covers given by Miss Ruth Jamison resulted
in 4 slip cover demonstrations given by l_ndcu. Bight of the women present
helped and showed others how to make lnp covers. Approximately 25 covers
have been made and much more woark will be done in 1944 as a result of that
cliniec given by Miss Jamison. As & result of her furnitwre clinies, approxi-
mately 40 pleces of furniture have been repaired or refinished. MNiss Iwm
Byrd Johnson gave a leader trainiag meeting om Restyling which resulted ina

restyling of arocund 30 garments and 10 women helping others. November 30,
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There are, as stated previcusly, § comminity co-chairmen and 36
Sensa selighberhest Mondivs en 9 Seusly Agrisaloeral Sesrd. Thees Meadire
have functioned fairly well., The co-chairmen seem to understand their im-
portance as leaders but many of the meighborhood lesders do not,

On several cocasions it has been necessary for the agent to take
material to a lsader and train her for a demonstration. In each case, the

leader gave the demonstration and good reports of the meeting were presemted.
B. 4~E Clud Work

The 4-H Clud work of Sussex County has been passed from hand
to hand by &« mmber of Club Agents in the last few years. The Home Demon-
stration Agent has only been working with 4-E Clubs in Sussex County far
about 3 months. There are no adult leaders at the present. There are
three 4-H Clubs in the county. Ome of them has its separate organisatiom of
boys and girls. Bach has its officers. There are 16 officers in the
4-H Clubs. The girls who are officers are girls who have belonged to
4-H for several years. They are good officers and know what 4-H work

means. During the _;- months the home agent worked with 3 groups with

an enrollment of 15, These groups were called Victory 4-E groups and each
one had a junior leader. The junior leaders notified the others of the

moetings and took initiative in planning the meetings.

C. Older Youth

There was an attempt made to get some older youth groups started in Sussex




not sufficlent to jJustify the attempt.

vi. mmsvurs
A. Home Demonstration Clubdsg
1. v.: !.

a. PFood
(1) Production

The olubs did & great deal te help with the Vietory Heme Food
Supply Campaign in March. Bach Club has had a meeting on fall and winter
gardens and during the spring and sumer months & little time was spemt by
the agent or & leader to stress the importance of good gardenms. The high
production figures for 1943 show that the gardens did their share in
helping to win the war. More emphasis will be given to garden work in
1944, Bach club will have a garden leader who will devote a few mimutes

of each meeting to timely garden informatiom.

(2) Conserwation

More of the agent's time has been devoted to congerwation than :

to any other phase of work. BEach club had a demomstration on root ecrop
storage. BEach club has had a wegetable and fruit camning demonstratiom
and several had dehydration ones. A number of special demomstrations
were given to groups other than Eome Demcnstratiom Clubs. One of the

F.T.A. groups in the county was given a talk on preserwvation of food by

5 the Agent, and two of the Womens Clubs were givem canning demonstrations.

¥any pressure coocker applications were received as a result of these

demonstrations using coockers. The Agent gave individual help to & mmber
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of families and tested out, with the owners, several of the new pressure

cockers. The War necessitated a greater effort om the part of every
u—neoummnmkmu—nmn. The Agent
Mhpn‘rdtbqbrmhn-tth.do

(3) There have been no programs devoted emtirely to mutritiom werk
in 1943, There have been, however, & constant swaremess of its importance
and on many oocasions an oppartumity arcse to stress the value of this
or that food from a mutritional standpoint. The Agent would like to memtiom
one figure in comnection with nutrition. She believes that 78K of her clud
members have been influenced by her to use whole grain products.

(v) Clothing
(1) Consumer problems
i The Agent has given some help to individuals on buying of fwurnitwre
st Slething. - In 4he Nite Feaihibvitien SIube, & stul of Sittled ond
buymanship of textiles was taken up. Some study of new materisls was dome.
Each time new war production regulat came out in regard to clething,

o
they are rud/:nd digoussed with Home Demonstratiom Clubs.

s

In the Waverly Club, one member is & member of & consumer
organization. Each month she gives a report to the olub on wise buying.

This has proven quite helpful and the members look forward to i%.

(2) Conserwation
(a) Wobdlen Garmemts
Each cludb had &' demonstration on care and storage of woolens.
Several of the clubs had dryeleaning demonstrations. The Agent found

that moth control was important but silverfish control was almost more of
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a problem with her women. As & result of the drycleaning demonstrations,
sbout 50X of the members do their own dryeleaning.

(b) BSewing Machinme Clinies

3 All Home Demonstration groups in the county had a dememstration
on -e-o.u»-a -l:oe.o of sewing machines, or & olinie, except two. Actwmlly
cleaned and adjusted at clinics were 58 machines, but the agent knows of
approximately 26 others who were ro,uvom vu those who learned at a elimie.
Counting other members presemt, who looked on, but did not have machines to
work on, there were 1735, the total that received help on sewing machines.

The Agent found that 76% of the women did not know their own machines. They

had not read the instruction book years ago and did not know about the most

simple adjustments.
-

(3) Construction

The only comstruction work in the coumty has been remodeling
or restyling. Miss Johnson gave a leader training meeting which was
attended by people other than leaders. From that meeting, approximstely
30 garments were restyled and the Agent is aware that 10 of the wamen

present went out and helped others with ideas received at the meeting.
(¢) House Purnishings

With help from Miss Ruth Jamigon, a good mumber of springs
have been repaired, chairs mended. last spring an sgent's workshop was
held »..4'48.;. 8ix loeal women came and btrought their repair preblems.
Three other home agents and two Farm Seowrity Home Management Supervisors

attended. Miss Jamlison gave excellent instructions om furniture repair,




(¢) PFurniture Clinies

Most of the olubs have had thair reseating clinies in their
elud meetings. Approximately 45 chairs have been reseated this year as a
result of work done in Home Demonstration clubs. One member learned at
the club and then caned § chairs herself.

Miss Jamison gave 1 day's help om refinishing of furniture to
elub leaders. At the mseting, 10 pieces of furniture were refinished anmd
as & result of that, 3 clubs have plammed special meetings for their clubs

to learn to refinish furniture.

Upholstering was taught at the agents workshop but as the program
for 1943 had already been planned, it was not included in this year's clud

work. Three chairs were upholstered at the workshop.
(2) Construction

Miss Jamison also gave a leader training meeting om Slip -
Covers and as a result, 4 clubs have had slip cover demonstrations
at their meetings, given by leaders. As a result of the help received
from Miss Jamison, approximately 25 slip covers have been made.

The Agent has given individual help on dreperies, and selection

of materials for them, to § families.

d. Home Management

There has been scarcely any work done on home w.
¥igs Alverson gave leader help on kitchenm arrangement November 30 but

this will not be given clubs until January.




Markets
There are no Home Demcnstration markets in the county.
2. Home Demonstration club activitiess

There have been no special activities and the new committee
has just begun to funetiom for 1944.

8. Account of Outstanding Nember

The Agent wishes to give an account of not only the county's
most outstanding club member but she is also the most outstending woman
in the ecounty. Mrs. C. H, Dale is president of the Bo.' Demongtration
Committee and co-chairman of the Coumty Agricultural Board. She is
Red Cross Chairman in her meighborhoed, on the Welfare Board and om the
F.8.4. Mvisory Coomittee and by far the most public spirited person

in Sussex County. EHer greatest amhition is to see Sussex County using

the best methods to help the county people.

Her contribution to Home w1u work has been invaluable.
mmatw.aohb“iuthtmdmm;ommmw‘
the suggestions in the same day. BHer enthusiasm carries to those around
her. She has attended all special meetings and all lesder training
meetings. She is constantly recruiting new members for her cludb and often

suggests to the agent a pessidbility for a new e¢lub.

She does her omn work, for a family of 6. She makes all of
her 3 daughters' clothes and remodels and restyles her own, does all the
family laundry and helps with the outdoor work besides. The Agent finds

this woman her greatest comforter and advisor and' she wishes to pay




tribute to a fine Americen woman.

B. BSee B, and C, under Organization
; &
C. 4<& cLuBs

(1) Project Work.

See 4-H Clud work on County Agent‘'s report.

(2) Health - Have done no health work.

(3) The 4-H Clubs did help with the warious salwage programs in
the spring of 1943. Many had gardens and poultry as projects, which the
Agent feels was a direct contribution to the war effort.

(4) Account of a Clud

The Jarratt Girls 4-HE Cludb is composed of younger girls.

During the summer months, the agent divided this olud imto two sumer groups,

and these groups met § times and planned the family camning budget, sewed

and discussed 1944 project work. They had a social hour after each

meeting.

When school began this year, they elected officers from their
group of girls. The boys will be separate. At the school Halloween
party, they planned and arranged a booth which made $4.00 for their

elub.
Older Youth
No older youth work has been done.
Ot her Work

(1) The Agent has offered her assistance to the 3 County Home

Economics teachers in the carrying out of the food program. She has
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‘- publieised 1t to Home Demonstration members and gave & eanning
demonstration to help one teacher get her camning work at the school
started.

(2) 1If there is a county mutrition committee, the Agent is

not aware of it. GShe expects to see that one is organised in 1944.

(3) The Agent has offered her services to 0.C.D. coordinstor
in any way possible. Have not devoted any actual working time to 0.C.D.,

however.

(4) She has continually made announcements at meetings about

: ~
the necessity of carrying on the salwage program.

(56) Have been asked by Rationing Board to act as Consumer

Advigor on a committee to be appoimted by them.

E. Others

The Agent spent some time helping to publiclse the T. B. Climie

in October. The Agriocultural Board was the tool used in helping with

this.

Vii. The mogt significant comtribution mede to the war effert in 1943

in Sussex County was the production and comserwation of food.

The Home Demonstration Frogram has comtributed to this in an
educatiomal way. Camnning demonstrations and use of presswre cookers have
made people aware of the need for correct and safe food preserwvation. The

Agent knows of no Home Do-onm.tionh;ub:' who will have to buy canned food




to maintain her well balanced family diet. The Agent feels that this

incressed production and comservation was a great comtribution to the

wmr effort.
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