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Chapter I

THE FORMATIVE YEARS

The ancestral origin of Isaac Ridgeway Trimble can be
traced to a Scotch ancestral blood that had been transplant-
ed into Northern Ireland by King James I of England, to act
as a buffer against the Celtic Irish.! The family members
remained here until around 1740, when Joseph Trimble emi-
grated to North America. He settled at the young age of
eighteen in Pennsylvania and adopted the Quaker religion of
that colony. He engaged himself to serve and later became a
partner in the mill with Rev. William Brown of Nottingham
Township, Chester County, Pa. (now part of Cecil County,
Md.).? Joseph "The Quaker" fathered nine children through
two successive wives.

Isaac Ridgeway Trimble's father, John, was a child of
Joseph's second marriage. Similar to Joseph, John married
twice, fathering three children by his first wife and six by
his second. Isaac Ridgeway was the youngest of the nine

children. He was born May 20, 1804, in either Culpeper

! John F. Trimble, Trimble Families of America (Parson, W.
Va., 1973), 3.

2 1bid., 159. Many of Joseph Trimble's descendants did not
follow him in Quaker faith. Isaac Ridgeway Trimble was
Episcopalian.




County, Va., or Redstone, Pa.?® His early childhood contained
trying circumstances and recurrent displacement. As the

Trimble family history states:

His father (John], who owned farmlands, a sawmill,
and a "merchant mill" in Culpeper County, sold
most of his real estate between 1796 and 1801.

The balance, consisting of two mills and seventy-
two acres was disposed of under the terms of an
agreement signed on November 4, 1801. The sales
were reportedly made necessary in order to make
good on notes John Trimble had endorsed for a
friend. Together with his wife Rachel Ridgeway
and younger children (other members of his family
had already moved West), John made the journey to
Redstone, Fayette County, Pennsylavania, between
February and April 1802 en route to Ohio. Because
of Indian problems they were forced to remain in
Redstone for four years. However, between May and
July 1806 this family continued to Ross County,
Ohio, where they settled in Kinnikkinnick, near
Chillicothe. John Trimble and his wife Rachel
died within a week of one another in 1809 from a
prevailing fever, and young Isaac Trimble was
placed in the charge of his elder sister Mrs.
Joshua Woodrow of Hillsboro, Ohio. When nine
years of age, Isaac was taken to Chillicothe where
he lived with another sister, Mrs. James McClin-
tock. Two vyears later, in 1815, he was again
moved, this time to Mount Sterling, Kentucky, whe-
re his halfi brother David was practicing law.*

3 Ibid., 169-170. Many standard biographies such as Warner,
Generals In Gray, Dictionary of American Biography and
Evans, Confederate Military Historv give the incorrect
date of May 15, 1802. The original date can be proven by
examination of records held by William C. Trimble, the
main administrator of the family papers. While some evi-
dence gives the family's location at the time of I. R.
Trimble's birth as Redstone, Pa., Trimble himself stated
that he was born in Culpeper County, Va.

4 Ibid.



Dgring this period of sudden and abrupt change, young
Isaac Trimble displayed a unigue characteristic that would
have significant influence over the remainder of his life.
This peculiar trait involved an emergent, strong-willed in-
dividual keen on never allowing a particular problem to ov-
erwhelm him in his quest for success. Thus, when a serious
problem arose, he would muster all available strength within
himself to overcome it, while simultaneously remaining
self-assured that his abilities would prove superior to the
task at hand. This was a true hallmark feature for a person
exhibiting fine leadership qualities. The first indication
of this development became apparent when he was nine years
old and living with his sister, Mrs. McClintock in Chilli-
cothe, Ohio. He habitually took the family horse for a ride
and afterwards gave it some water at a nearby stream. To
his utter disgust, he found himself frequently stoned by
several envious townsboys whenever he went to the stream.

In despair he asked Mr. McClintock for advise on how to

handle the troublesome issue. Assured that thrashing one of
the boys was the only acceptable solution, he set out a few
days later determined to carry out his mission. That night
he returned home without the horse, but deeply satisfied in

knowing that no future harm would come to him the next time



he rode to the river.® He had clearly won his first battle
and could feel confident that future problems held similar
solveable techniques.

Under his half brother's care, I. R. Trimble began to
acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to enter into a
professional career. David Trimble saw to it that "he went
to a school of more pretensions, learning Latin and arith-
metic"® which encouraged his aptitude toward study. With
additional educational progress, young Trimble stood at a
major crossroads.

In 1818, Trimble received an appecintment to the United
States Military Academy at West Point through his half
brother David, who was a senator from Kentucky.’ The Mili-
tary Academy had recently undergone extensive reforms insti-
tuted by the new superintendent, Sylavanus Thayer. New pro-
grams placing greater emphasis in the fields of science,
particularly engineering, had been incorporated into the
Academy's curriculum. Thayer's concept of a well-educated

small officer corps appeared to be bearing fruit.® For Trim-

5 "Trimble Memoirs,'" Isaac R. Trimble Papers, in the posses-

sion of William C. Trimble, Baltimore, 1.

6§ Ibid.

7 Trimble, Trimble Families of America, 170.

8 For information regarding Sylvanus Thaver's contributions
at the U.S. Military Academy, see Stephen E. Ambrose,
Duty, Honor, Country: A History of West Point (Balti-




ble, the trip to the Academy proved at times to be difficult
and treacherous. One source stated that he "started on
horseback from Kentucky to West Point. . . . The trip
through the virgin forests was made mostly by night, the
stops being in daytime, because a camp fire at night would
have been almost certain to bring on an attack from the In-
dians."? Once at West Point, however, problems of even
greater magnitude confronted Trimble.

Shortly after Trimble's arrival, a sharp decline in his
academic standing became evident. This was attributable to
his "lazy room-mates who thought more of suppers in the room
than of study, and at the beginning of the third year, he
had dropped into the lowest section-- 4th."!? Upon receipt
of his academic standing, Sen. David C.'Trimble paid his.
half-brother a visit at the Military Academy. In the course
of their discussion, the Senator "gently reproached him for
neglecting his studies, and appealed to his pride and his

brother's kindness, for which he ought in gratitude make

more, 1966), and Sidney Forman, West Point: A History of
the United States Military Academy (New York, 1950).

° Nineteenth Annual Reunion of the Association of the Gradu-
ates of the United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York, June 1lth, 1888 (East Saginaw, Mich., 1888), 64.
Also "General Trimble Obituary," The (Baltimore) Sun, Jan.
3, 1888.

10 "Trimble Memoirs," 1.



better use of his opportunities."!! The boy's faculties were
once more aroused. He set out on a firm course to rectify
the recent mistakes he had committed. He studied long and
hard, and for several weeks he achieved the highest marks of
his section. Impatiently he waited for his transfer to a
higher section--3rd. Yet when it became obvious that noth-
ing would happen, he went directly to Col. Thayer for some
kind of explanation. The conversation immediately assumed a
businesslike atmosphere. As Trimble later recounted:

He spoke to the Colonel boldly, saying he was as-
hamed to confess that he had neglected his sudies;
but had resolved now to study hard with the view
of getting up in his class; that he had been
marked "plus 18" the highest mark for some weeks
and was discouraged by not being transferred. But
said Col. Thayer, '"cadet Vinton has been marked
'plus 18' also. I know that," said Trimble "the
professor is a relative of Vinton, but why not
transfer us both, and I promise you I will leave
Vinton behind when we both get into the 3rd sec-
tion. If I am transferred I will continue to stu-
dy hard, and go on until I get into the 1lst sec-
tion, if not there 1is no use in killing myself (at
this time he had but six hours sleep, rising al-
ways before day to study)." "Well," replied Col.
Thayer, "you may do it, but it is a very unusual
thing to rise up through the sections in that way,
and if you succeed, you will have to study the
back courses, which are necessary to attain prefi-
ciency in the upper sections.”" "I know that,"
said Trimble, "and am now studying them over
again, specificially the mathematical courses.
Well," said Col. Thayer, "continued as you are do-
ing and I hope you may not be disappointed. The
first week after this interview Trimble and Vinton
were transferred to the 3rd section."t!?

11 Ibid.



Trimble's resolve and determination did not fail him,
for "in a week or two he was transferred to the 2nd section,
leaving Cadet Vinton somewhere in the middle of the 3rd sec-
tion, as to marks."!3 Yet his rise to reach the top of his
class hit an unforeseen snag, for he was unable to graduate
first due to a denial by the testing board to allow him to
retake a mathematics exam in which he had done poorly during
his first year. Still, he had accomplished a spectacular
feat, for no one had ever before risen so rapidly through
the sections as he had done. Truly this was an accomplish-
ment unto itself. Trimble therefore graduated and was com-
missioned a second lieutenant in the Third Artillery.

In the Regular Army, his official duties included in
1822 ordnance duty, the following year garrison service at
Fort Lafayette, N.Y., and topographical duty beginning in
1824 with surveys made for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.
The next year he was assigned to the "Board of Engineers"
and ordered to examine the country between Washington and

New Orleans with the intent of constructing a national high-

12 Ibid.

13 Ipid., 2. Also in "Herbert R. Preston Letter," Jan. 8,
1672, is cited Trimble's class standing each year he at-
tended West Point. A visible upward trend can be noted.
1819 (4th vear), ranked 54 in a class of 116. 1820 (3rd
year), ranked 53 in a class of 86. 1821 (2nd year),
ranked 31 in a class of 53. 1822 (1lst year), ranked 17
in a class of 40.



way that would pass through all the coastal capitals of the
South.t!*

After examining two separate routes for the proposed
road, he was again selected to survey a third route for the
.same road. He completed the task that same year in early
December, staying in New Orleans until spring. " While there
Trimble took up the study of French, with a view that to
speak the language would enable him to read French scientif-
ic works with facility."!® The next summer he once again en-
deavored to survey two routes between Washington and Buf-
falo, N.Y., with the intent of building yet another national
highway. In the winter of 1826-1827, Trimble finished mak-
ing out all five national road routes for submittal to the
Secretary of War, James Barbour.!® At this juncture, he be-
came involved in a far greater activity demanding his engi-
neering expertise.

In the year 1827 the railroad industry was on the brink
of breaking forth in the United States. Trimble's sound
training in engineering at West Point, and his recently ac-
quired experience in survey duty for the national highway

network, made him a prime candidate for the joint civilian

14 "7rimble Memoirs," 4.
15 Ibid., 6.

16 Ibid.



and military programs associated with the new construction
of various railroad lines. As Sidney Forman noted:

American railroad building began in 1827 with the
construction of the Baltimore and Ohio, the first
important railroad undertaken in the United
States. The company asked for and received tech-
nical assistance from the government. Several
Army officers were assigned to aid. The directors
reported to the stockholders that "several able
and efficient members of the Topographical Corps
have been detailed in the service of the company."
The officers involved were Captain William Gibbs
McNeill (USMA 1817), Lieutenants Joshua Barney
(USMA 1820), Isaac Ridgeway Trimble (USMA 1822),
Richard Hazzard (USMA 1824), William Cook (USMA
1822), Walter Gwynn (USMA 1822), and John N. Dil-
lahunty (USMA 1824). A section of this road, bet-
ween Baltimore and Ellicott's Mills, was entrusted
to McNeill and his Army assistants, by whom says
the report of July 7, 1828, "it has been accom-
plished with a degree of precision highly satis-
factory of the Board."!’

Further surveying of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
awaited Trimble after the completion of this initial task.
The next summer he alone reconnoitered the proposed railroad
route between Cumberland, Md., and the Chioc River. He
walked the entire length of this route, frequently sleeping
in the mountians alone at night. The following winter he
was directed tc make an examination of the country between
Cumberland and Pittsburgh for [another] railrocad route.

Upon its completion he submitted both surveyed routes to the

B. and 0. Railroad Company's Board of Directors. Basically

17 Forman, West Point, 76-77. For more on the Topographical
Corps actions, see Charles F. Carter, When Railroad Were
New (New York, 1910), 39.
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both original routes were accepted with only minor altera-
tions attached. Lieutenant Trimble commenced construction
under Superintendent Caspar Wever's direction, he being the
only Army officer retained for this purpose.!®

Soon after he left the B. and 0. Railroad, under pas-
sionate pleas to remain, for the Boston and Lowell Rail-
roads. His prior service with the B. and 0. had been out-
standing. In the process of carrying out his functions, he
had proven himself to be a worthy engineer with vast leader-
ship capabilities and extreme resourcefulness. The short-
comings experienced at West Point had finally been vindicat-
ed.

Isaac Trimble's marriage to Maria Ferguson Presstman on
July 4, 1831, signaled a dramatic change in his life. Until
1831, he had found satisfaction with military life; but once
married he began casting about, seeking better employment
opportunities. In accordance to his new desires, he re-
signed from the United States Army on May 31, 1832. This
year officially marked the beginning of his career in civil
engineering and launched what would eventually take him to
the heights of the American railroad system. At this time,
he secured the position as Principal Assistant Engineer for

the Boston, Massachusetts and Providence, Rhode Island,

18 "Trimble Memoirs," 6.
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Railroad.!® Thus, his residency became Boston and his wife
soon gave birth to twins. Unfortunately for the Trimble
household, both the male and female infant died shortly aft-
er birth.2? Trimble did not allow this sad circumstance to
reflect on his official responsibilities. He continued to
officiate over the surveying and construction of the rail-
road line. His hard work was soon rewarded. In the fall of
1834, three Massachusetts railroad companies chose him to go
to England for the express purpose of buying iron, steam lo-
comotives and other machinery. He was also granted unlimit-
ed credit for the purchase of these items. While in England
he purchased an iron planing machine, the first of its kind
to be introduced in the United States. In gratitude for
services rendered, he received at company expense reference
works on engineering and architecture which he personally
bought while in France and Britaih.21 Still greater chal-
lenges confronted him upon his return to America.

Once back home, Trimble accepted a position with the
Baltimore and Susquehanna (Northern Central) Railroad.

Within a year of his appointment, he assumed the post of

19 George Washington Cullum, Biographical Register of the
Officers and Graduates of the United States Military Aca-
demy at West Point, New York, from Its Establishment, in
1802, to 1890 (Boston, 1891), 285.

20 "Trimble Outline," Trimble Papers, 2.

21 Ibid.
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chief engineer with the company. Instantly his duties ex-
panded and became increasingly tedious. During the con-
struction of the line, Trimble advanced an innovative idea
that never before had been conceived. In building this par-
ticular road, several ridges and summits had to be trav-
ersed. The standard procedure of the day called for the use
of stationary engines whenever gradients exceeded an eleva-
tion of twenty feet per mile. Trimble devised a new scheme.
Instead of a stationary engine used whenever a gradient
proved too steep, he argued that less railroad cars with a
greater number of locomotives should be employed, thus eli-
mating the cumbersome task of utilizing stationary engines
in propelling a trainload up a precipitous incline.?2 This
novel disco&ery quickly became universal throughout the
whole railroad industry.

Other duties were likewise executed with characteristic
precision. The successful bridging of the Susquehanna River
at Harrisburg, Pa., was an example.?3 Later, after the com-
pletion of the Baltimore and Susguehanna road, he traveled
to Pottsville, Pa., where he took control of an iron furnace
and perfected the smelting of iron ore with anthracite coal,

the first such activity to be done in the state.??

22 Ibid.

23 Ibid., 3.
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Another engineering project stimulated his fancy. In
1836, Trimble was assigned the duty of compiling a prelimi-
nary survey for the construction of the Maryland Canal. His
appointment symbolized the high esteem and confidence the
Baltimore citizenry held for him, for the report's findings
would set trade patterns and inevitably determine the pro-
spective economic livelihood of the city.?% From the outset,
the intended purpose of the canal had been to link Baltimore
with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. This would facilitate
the solicitation of trade from the western marketplaces,
primarily the Cumberland and Ohio vallies, from which such
items as agrarian goods and coal could be received and ex-
changed for Baltimore manufactured and imported foreign
goods. Trimble's main concern centered on selecting one of
four proposed canal routes which would yield the greatest
benefit to Baltimore. He ultimately opted in favor of a
Georgetown route, which visibly held the gqualities of being
the cheapest, shortest and most capacious, to connect the
harbor of Baltimore with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. In

March, 1837, he submitted his findings in a report to the

2% Ibid.

25 Isaac Ridgeway Trimble, Report of the Engineers Appointed
by the Commissioners of the Mayor and City Council of
Baltimore on the Subject of the Maryland Canal (Balti-
more, 1837), 3.
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Mayor and Baltimore City Council.?26

In 1842 Trimble became an engineer for another rail-
road: the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore. "As its
engineer and General Superintendent, he exercised full au-
thority to manage its concerns as he might think best_for
the interests of the stockholders without interference from
the Board of Directors in appointments, purchases or expen-
ditures of all kinds."27 These liberal powers were a direct
result of the poor economic conditions afflicting the compa-
ny. Trimble speedily acted to arrest the dire conditions
plaguing the railroad. 1In the course of his six- year re-
form program, stock values rose to a healthy level, tracks
were relaid on ballast with rails of heavy pattern, bridges
rebuilt and station houses erected. All of these improve-
ments were possible with the surplus capital generated by
the company, with only one exception: a debt accrued with
the purchase of iron rails from England. Clearly Trimble
had demonstrated a phenomenal feat of grand leadership and
efficient management. Even with this laudable success, he
encountered cursory opposition from within the administra-

tive hierarchy of the company

26 Ibid., 21.

27 "Trimble Outline," 3.
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About a year following Trimble's departure from the
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad, a contro-
versy emerged questioning his former conduct with the road.
In October, 1853, the recently installed president of the
railroad company, Samuel M. Felton, called for a formal in-
vestigation of Trimble stemming from alleged rumors of mis-
conduct. Trimble moved abruptly and skillfully to clear his
name. On December 3, 1854, after a massive and lengthy in-
vestigation, the Board of Directors for the railroad circu-
lated its findings. 1In the report they fully and unequivo-
cally exonerated Trimble from any previously alleged
misconduct.?® He could rest assured now that his past suc-
cesses were no longer jeopardized by outlandish and cruel
critics envious of his achievements. It was much like the
day long age in Ohio, when he overpowered the towns boys
stoning him while watering the family horse. His strong
will and resolve had proven sufficient for the task at hand.

Trimble had just accepted the position of general su-
perintendent with the Philadelphia and Baltimore Central
Railroad in 1854 when tragedy struck. Maria Presstman Trim-
ble, his wife of twenty-three years, died suddenly. In the

wake of her death she left two sons nearing maturity. Trim-

28 See Isaac R. Trimble, The Replies of I.R. Trimble to the
Inquiries Propounded to Him. . . (Baltimore, 1854), 22-
23.
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ble speedily remgrried, his new bride being his first wife's
sister, Ann Calhoun Presstman. This marriage produced no
additional children.

Then a new challenge attracted his eye. The year 1857
brought with it an opportunity for Trimble to ply his engi-
neering trade in the Caribbean. The Cuban government had
openly solicited foreign contractors to build a stretch of
railroad from Santiago de Cuba to Havana. Trimble's bid on
railroad construction was readily accepted by the Cuban au-
thorities, and he left Baltimore accompanied by several
skilled laborers and mechanics.2® On arrival in Cuba, he set
up a field camp to conduct his operations. Owing to the
difference in climate, yellow fever soon attacked the camp's
inhabitants. In the hour of greatest peril, Trimble's cour-
age and leadership shown brightly. "He stayed in camp day
and night, provided physicians and every comfort for the men
and himself administered medicine and nursing, until the
fever had run its course, at the eminent risk of his own
safety."3?

His personal self-sacrifice to aid and assist others
was obvious. 0Of even greater magnitude was his doggedness

in remaining regardless of dangerous consequences. This was

29 "Tyimble Outline," 4.

30 Ibid.
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a rare and invigorating idiosyncrasy that would prove
immensely valuable when the trials and tribulations of the
Civil War engulfed the nation.

In 1859 Trimble requested and received the general su-
perintendency of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad. He re-
tained this post until early 1861, his major duty being to
supervise the surveying of the railroad line around the re-
gion of the Patapsco River.3! Then a noteworthy phase in his
life drew to a close. Railroad engineering, the dynamic
force that had driven him to the top of his profession, be-
came subordinated by the more serious internal problems con-
fronting the nation.

By the end of 1860, acts aimed at dissolving the Union
had already been set in motion. With the election of Abra-
ham Lincoln to the presidency, South Carolina swiftly sev-
ered its bonds with the Union. This was followed in order
by Mississippi on January 9, 1861, Florida on January 10,
Alabama on January 11, Georgia on January 19, Louisiana on
January 26, and Texas on February 1. These seven Southern
states then formed their own government, the Confederate
States of America, before Lincoln had even a chance of re-
conciling the differences between the two estranged parts of

the nation.

31 Henry V. Poor, History of the Railroads and Canals of the
United States of America (New York, 1970), 477.
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Maryland also showed signs of wavering in its old com-
mitment to the Union. It was visibly divided over the
Southern secession issue. The state itself had strong pock-
ets of both union and secessionist sentiments. Unionist
strongholds were primarily located in the central and west-
ern regions of the state. The people there comprised a high
percentage of the foreign immigrant population, mainly of
German and Irish ancestory. One authority stated: "Practi-
cally all of them disliked slavery because it resembled the
oppressive life in Europe from which they or their forefa-
thers had fled."32 Slavery to these people was unnecessary
and useless.

On the other side of the coin, southern and East Shore
Maryland represented secessionist strongholds. This region
had close ties to the principles of slavery. In most ins-
tances, its residents had owned the land for several genera-
tions and they were dependent on slave labor to carry out
the functions of planting, maintaining and harvesting the
crops.32 In the middle of the schism stood Baltimore, Mary-
land's hub of commerce and about evenly divided over the se-

cessionist issue.

32 Harold R. Manakee, Maryland in the Civil War (Baltimore,
1961), 17.

33 Ibid., 15-17.
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Trimble's interest in the secession issue did not carry
him into an extremist position. Instead, he maintained a
moderate stance. As a member of the family later stated:
"Although a Southerner in sympathy and a Marylander by adop-
tion (he took up residency in Baltimore shortly after leav-
ing the U.S. Army in 1832), Isaac R. Trimble was initially
opposed to secession, believing that the differences between
the states should be settled by peaceful means."3%

By "peaceful means," Trimble believed with numerous
others that Maryland should be able to choose freely whether
or not it wanted to remain in the Union. The exercise of
"states rights" was relatively apparent. The best way of
deciding the future course was for the legislature to go
into special session to deliberate the secession issue;
then, after careful evaluation, it would make a decision on
the matter. This seemed to Trimble a basic, democratic ap-
proach to solving the perplexing problem.

Vacillation resulted, however, and with it came height-
ened anxiety.3° This anxiety remained high as April, 1861,
began. National events only intensified excitement in Bal-

timore.

34 Trimble, Trimble Families of America, 171.

35 This anxiety was the result of Governor Thomas H.
Hicks's refusal to call the state legislature into spe-
cial session until late April, 1861. See Manakee, Mary-
land in the Civil War, 21.
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For weeks the city newspapers had debated the pro and
con arguments of the secessionist issue. Then, on April 12,
the bombardment of Fort Sumter at Charleston, S. C., sig-
nalled the outbreak of civil war. When news of the event
reached Baltimore, inhabitants displayed high emotions.
Crowds formed on street corners to hear the latest news; se-
cessionist sentiments were discussed openly, sometimes sym-
pathetically and at other times derogatory in tone. This
hysteria heightened when President Lincoln asked the states
to furnish 75,000 militia to put down the insurrection.
This April 15 call led Virginia, Maryland's sister state, to
secede from the Union two days later. Then a military order
directing all Northern volunteers to assemble at Washington,
for the purpose of protecting the exposed capital, triggered
a wave of alarm and concern in the Baltimore area. Serious
questions began to surface in the minds of its citizens:
Were the troops gathering at Washington just there for the
purpose of protecting the capital? Or was the real inten-
tion of these Northern troops to march into Maryland and
coerce it to remain in the Unicn? Therefore, should Mary-
land allow these troops access to enter its borders to gquell
the insurrectionary states? And finally, should it even
permit Northern troops access through the state to protect

the capital?
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In this atmosphere the "Baltimore Riot" of April 19,
1861, occurred. The affair began innocently enough. On the
previous day, a trainload of Northern volunteers had passed
through the city on its way to Washington. 1In the process
of transferring trains, a crowd had assembled and jeered the
troops as they readied themselves for the last leg of the
journey. On the 19th, the 6th Massachusetts attempted to
force its way through the city, but in the process it en-
countered hostile resistance. A running battle ensued bet-
ween the troops ‘and a mob of townspeople. When the Northern
regiment finally left the city, 4 volunteers and 12 citizens
lay dead or dying.3® Chaos and confusion followed as Balti-
more prepared for retaliation by Northern authorities.

Trimble steered clear of the April 19 riot. As he la-
ter stated, "I took no part in it whatever and was only pre-
sent at its termination as an astonished spectator."37 Ne-
vertheless, when the city of Baltimore in its hour of need
sought his assistance and expertise, Trimble unhesitatingly
volunteered it. He exercised his official responsibilities

with great deft and courage. As he reflected later:

36 Boatner, The Civil War Dictionary, 42.

37 Isaac R. Trimble, "Statement on April 19th, 1861, Riot
and Events Thereafter," Trimble Papers, Maryland Histori-
cal Socilety.
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On the night of the 19th, the Mayor had
information that more troops had started from Phi-
ladelphia (they had come as far as the Susguehanna
River). As the only bloodless means of preventing
their entrance into the City, it was agreed in
consultation between the Mayor and the Governor
(Hick's), to destroy the bridges on the two Rail-
roads heading into the City.

At l2am the 19th and 20th while at home in
bed, I was sent for by the Mayor to repair to his
office. On my arrival he simply spoke of the ca-
lamity which threatened the City if more troops
reached it and that "it had been decided to des-
troy the bridges on the two roads, as the means of
preserving peace and the lives of the Citizenry,"
and concluded by saying "he wanted me to break

down those on the Philadelphia Road." I said
"that for private reasons, I preferred that so-
meone else would be selected for that sevice." He

rejoined "No one else could be found at that hour
to do it, that the troops would be in the City by
daylight and that no time was to be lost." I then
asked if the Governor of the State approved of
this proceeding. He replied "He did as he had
consulted him half an hour before and ha his full

concurrence."” I then replied "if the thing was to
be done and he would give me a written order with
the approval of the Governor, I would do it.: He

wrote the order at once and in a few hours two of
the bridges on the Philadelphia had been rendered
impassable for a week by burning the draw bridges,
18 and 20 miles from the City. I refrained from
doing other damage to these costly structures,
than burning the draws in the channel. Marshal
Kane, the same night burned two bridges on the
Northern Central about 16 miles from the City.38

After destroying the draws of the bridges over the Bush and

Gunpowder Rivers, he turned to more administrative matters.
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Mid-morning of April 21 rang with renewed excitement
throughout Baltimore. On this Sunday, it was reported that
"{Northern] troops had come down from Pennsylvania to a
point where the bridges had been burned [at Cockeysville] on
the Northern Central Road and were expected at any hour to
arrive." Quickly the uniformed militia were called out for
the defense of the city, and a much larger force of 20,000
non-uniformed volunteers assembled.3®° General Charles Eger-
ston commanded the militia companies; Mayor Brown selected
and President of the Board of Police Charles Howard con-
firmed the appointment of Colonel Isaac Ridgeway Trimble to
command of the huge volunteer forces.

Upon appointment, Trimble set several programs into mo-
tion. His first act was to designate a reliable staff to
carry out his objectives. His staff consisted of Col. J. H.
Milliken as adjutant; S. J. Ulman, secretary; and as aides
Grafton D. Spurrier, William H. Norris, Ex-Governor Robert
M. McLane, Benjamin C. Presstman, Charles Wethered, E.
Louis Lowe, and Frederick Harrison.*?

On April 23, a new member of importance joined Trim-
ble's staff as adjutant general. His name was Francis J.

Thomas. The second act that Col. Trimble undertook involved

39 Ibid.

40 The Sun, Nov. 22, 1861.
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drilling the volunteers and finding available arms for them.
Firearms proved to be in such short supply that city offi-
cials in desperation ordered 2,000 pikes "from the machine
shop of Ross Winans."*! The third act involved enforcing a
tight security corridor around Baltimore. This meant prohi-
biting all ingoing and outgoing ships as well as preventing
government ships from leaving port. The last act was
strictly a private affair. In appointing Col. Francis J.
Thomas, Trimble sought to gain a secret envoy with Virginia
and to be able to-procure heavy cannon and small arms for
the defense of Baltimore.*? Unfortunately, the scheme failed
largely because of the Federal occupation of Maryland. Even
Trimble's own statements attested to the supreme effort he
exerted in the performance of his office. As he noted: "I
acted in this capacity [commander of the city volunteers]
until the 29th of April in daily, almost héurly consultation
with the Mayor and Police Board."*® Trimble indeed performed

an outstanding job with so little resources at hand.

41 Harry W. Newman, Maryland and the Confederacy (Annapolis,
1976), 37.

42 For further details, see Francis J. Thomas to Trimble,
May 1 and 5, 1861, and William Gayers to Trimble, May 1,
1861. Trimble Papers.

43 Trimble, "Statement," 3.



25

On April 29, just as Trimble had begun to make signifi-
cant progress at the function of commander of the volun-
teers, his position was abolished. It definitely did not
reflect on his overall performance. In a letter from
Charles Howard disbanding the volunteers, hearty thanks and
congratulations went to Trimble's handling of his duty.*?
Two occurrences prompted the disbanding. One was President
Lincoln's promise to bypass Baltimore in funneling Northern
militiamen to the aid of Washington and the other was the
summoning of the Maryland legislature into special session.

A false feeling of normalcy had returned to Maryland,
but this feeling of security quickly evaporated. On the
night of May 13, Northern troops under the command of Brig.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butier advanced from the Relay House nine
miles outside of town on the Northern Central Railroad and
by daybreak had firmly occupied Baltimore. Trimble recount-
ed his last days in Baltimore: "After giving up my authori-
ty [command of the volunteers], I remained at home
[Ravenhurst] waiting events, until warned about a week aft-
er, that I would be arrested next day, together with other
citizens and members of the Legislature, if I was found in
the city. I then left the State and a month after accepted

a military appointment from Virginia, my native State."*5

44 The Sun, May 4, 1861. 3.
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With this abrupt departure into Virginia, a new phase
of Trimble's life began. He made a decision to oppose rule
imposed by Federal authorities when martial law was pro-
claimed over the eastern half of Maryland. Instead, he cast
his lot with the Confederacy.

Trimble's physical appearance also mirrored his reso-
lute persconality. At the time of his entrance into the Con-
federate army, he was nearing sixty vears of age. He still
possessed a soldierly manner. He had a well-knit frame and
erect carriage that made him look about forty years old. He
was of medium height, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighed 120-130
pounds, had a hawk nose, piercing dark eyes with a kindly
expression, and a receding forehead with black hair on top
and graying hair on the sides. When he spoke, it was
straightforward and convincing, usually in a genial tone.

He personified a man of means and position in his costumary
well-dressed appearance and professional manner.*® He was

used to getting his own way and having others listen atten-
tively in subordinate assent. He possessed vast leadership

qualities with an aggressive spirit.

45 Trimble, "Statement," 5.
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Chapter II

BAPTISM IN BATTLE

Trimble reached Richmond in the midst of an intense
frenzy enveloping the city. The new capital of the Confed-
erate States (on May 21 the Confederate Congress had passed
a resolution moving the Southern capital from Montgomery,
Ala., to Richmond) resembled a beehive of frantic activi-
ty.*? Each day scores of new military formations arrived and
encamped on the outskirts of the city. With so much to do,
Trimble's services were quickly needed. On May 25, Governor
John Letcher's Advisory Council appointed him a lieutenant
colonel of Virginia Volunteers for engineer duty.*® Within
days he received promotion to colonel in the now designated
Confederate States Army "and was ordered by General Lee to
take charge of the construction of the forts and field works
for the defense of Norfolk."*® Trimble obviously did his du-
ties well, for on August @, 1861, he was elevated to the

rank of brigadier general.?®?®

47 See E. B. Long, The Civil War Day by Day (New York,
1971), 76, 1063.

48 James I. Robertson, Jr. (ed.), Proceedings of the Adviso-
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1861 (Richmond, 1977), 115-16.

49 "General Trimble Obituary," The Sun, Jan. 3, 1888.

50 See Southern Historical Society Papers, I (1876), 1, A32,
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Prior to this promotion, Trimble had had ample time to
dwell on the problems confronting his native state, Mary-
land. A clear indication of this dominate concern came with
a June 4 letter addressed to Gen. Robert E. Lee. Its con-
tents expounded on the need to establish a forward military
position in Maryland that would win the war quickly and de-
cisively. He argued long and hard to convince the Confeder-
ate high command that the only feasible approach to secure
lasting independence was for an armed strike to be made from
Harper's Ferry against Hagerstown and Baltimore. He envi-
sioned both of these cities being attacked simultaneously.
The largest force concentrating at Hagerstown would surprise
and defeat the Pennsylvania troops located there and drive
them back into their own state. Then this force would rest
for about ten days, perfect a solid line of defense, and
thereafter march to the aid of the Baltimore force.

In the meantime, the smaller Confederate force would
take railroad cars between Harper's Ferry and Baltimore,
seize and occupy strong points within the latter city and
then await the arrival of reinforcements from Hagerstown.

With the success of the two operations, Washington would ea-

hereafter cited as S.H.S.P. Nineteenth Annual Renion of
the Association of the Graduates of the United States
Military Academy at West Point, New York, June 11lth, 1888
(East Saginaw, 1888), 65. Jon L. Wakelyn, Biographical
Dictionary of the Confederacy (Connecticut, 1977), 415.




29

sily fall because of its right flank and rear being overrrun
and completely destroyed.

As Trimble further postulated, even with partial suc-
cess of this plan, the Confederacy would be in a far better
state than it existed at that time. And the Confederate go-
vernment could look forward to an estimated 12,000 Marylan-
ders clamoring immediately to the Stars and Bars.>®! This was
a vital source of manpower that a hard pressed nation could
ill afford to ignore. Trimble early recognized the urgent
necessity of taking and holding Maryland and how its destiny
was linked directly to the Confederacy's survival. The
quicker the Southern army liberated this border state, the
greater its chances were of winning out against the Federal
authorities. With each passing day the Federal side grew
progressively stronger, much to the anguish and disgust of
Trimble. He waited impatiently for the Confederacy to make
that decisive move.

His new assignment consisted of constructing artillery
fortifications on the southern bank of the Potomac River to
block the river to U.S. vessels seeking passage to and from

Washington, D.C. On September 3, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston,

51 U.S. War Dept. (comp.), War of the Rebellion: A Compila-
tion of the Official Records of the Union and Confeder-
ate Armies (Washington, 1880-1901), Ser. I, Vol. LI, Pt.

2, 129-30. Cited hereafter as O.R., with all references

being to Ser. I.
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commanding at Manassas, placed Trimble in command of the
battery at Evansport, Va., on the Potomac. At first his
task proved to be difficult and tedious. A lack of availa-
ble heavy guns, barbette carriages, and an adequate Negro
labor crew to assist the undersized military force engaged
in the project hampered the completion of the military for-
tification. Surrounded by desperate circumstances, Trimble
in early September, 1861, asked Gen. Benjamin Huger whether
any heavy guns could be spared and sent forthwith to the
Evansport installation from Norfolk.®2 After repeated at-
tempts at acquiring some heavy guns, his efforts were final-
ly rewarded. On September 29, Trimble was able to report
that "the first of our river batteries at Evansport is fin-
ished, and guns mounted ready for service without discovery
by the enemy."%% Even with completion of a portion of the
batteries, problems still persisted. Some of these perplex-
ing snags remained a constant nuisance throughout Trimble's
stay at Evansport.

Nonetheless, in the two short months that he was sta-
tioned at Evansport, Brig. Gen. Trimble managed to make con-
siderable headway in perfecting defenses. An officer of the

22nd North Carclina noted at the time:

52 Ibid. I, 853.

53 Ibid., 883.



31

There were three of these batteries at first,

mounted with S-inch Dalghren guns, smooth bore 32

and 42 pounders, and one heavy rifled Blakely gun.

After the batteries opened, traffic by water to

Washington ceased almost entirely, but the river

there being about two miles wide, some craft suc-

ceeded in running the gauntlet from time to time,

especially at night.%*?

Trimble could take pride in being the initial architect
and driving force behind the construction of the first few
batteries and of their immediate success once they had be-
come operational. Yet even with this accomplishment, great-
er challenges and demands required the utmost attention and
skill. His leadership qualities and resolve would soon be
tested in a different way.

Since coming to Virginia, Trimble had yearned for a po-
sition of active military involvement rather than the pas-
sive setting ofiered by the Engineer Corps. He realized
early that for the Confederacy to win its independence and
for Marvland to be liberated, military victory was essen-
tial. Therefore, he vigorously sought command of a combat
unit. When such an opportunity availed itself, he eagerly
accepted it. On November 16, 1861, Trimble received Gen.

George Crittenden's brigade after the latter was assigned to

a departmental command.®® The troops under Trimble's new

54 S.H.S.P., XXIV (1896), 261.

55 Louis H. Manarin, "21lst Regiment North Carolina Troops,"
in North Carolina Troops 1861-1865: A Roster (Raleigh,
1966-77), 530.
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command consisted of the 15th Alabama, 21st Georgia, 16th
Mississippi, and 21st North Carolina. In addition, Court-
ney's artillery from Virginia was assigned to support the
brigade. This brigade was part of Maj. Gen. E. Kirby
Smith's division encamped at Centreville, Va.

For the next few months, with the army in winter gquar-
ters, Trimble instituted a policy of extensive drill to get
his troops in a more favorable condition of combat readi-
ness. As William C. Oates of the 15th Alabama latter re-
called: "Trimble exhibited confidence as a commander with
prompt obedience to orders essential to efficiency and the
highest soldierly qualities."®®

In addition to his disciplinary skill, two separate in-
cidents also marked this period. The first involved an out-
break of measles that plagued his brigade. "No less than
150 men of the 15th Alabama regiment had died that fall at
the hospital [near Haymarket] from the effects of this di-
sease and the want of proper treatment and 'attention"'.3’
Trimble's initial response became one of keeping the camp
clean and quaranteeing the sick men from the others. With
such a policy as he had followed in 1857 in Cuba--of provid-

ing good health care and adequate shelter, the whole brigade

56 William C. Oates, The War Between the Union and the Con-
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57 1bid., 81.
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soon recovered and was once again back up to regular
strength.

The second incident involved Trimble's, Richard Tay-
lor's and Arnold Elzey's brigades witnessing the execution
of two Confederate deserters from Wheat's Louisiana Batta-
lion. They were shot by firing squads,and the incident de-
monstrated how personally encompassing the war had become.
These activities were the mainstay of Trimble's concerns as
the year drew to a close.

With the beginning of the new year, there came about a
change in the command of Smith's division. On February 21,
1862, Maj. Gen. Richard S. Ewell took command of the divi-
sion.®® Then on March 8-9, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston began a
systematic withdrawal of his forces from the Manassas and
Centreville areas. Ewell's division retreated as far south
as the Rappahannock River before establishing a line of de-
fense. Johnston continued with the majority of the Confed-
erate forces to the defense of Richmond and the peninsula.
Ewell was given orders to hold his current front against any
Federal attack and to assist Gen. "Stonewall" Jackson in the
Shenandoah Valley if the latter requested his aid. At the
Rappahannock, Elzey's brigade went into camp about a mile

east of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Trimble and

58 Manarin, North Carolina Troops, 530.
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Taylor were posted up the river to the west of it." Yet
"from the 1lth of March until the latter part of the month
they were undisturbed by any turnout or approach by the ene-
my."5°% The type of fighting that emerged once the Federal
forces came into position was restricted to an occasional
exchange of artillery fire, minor skirmishing, and brief
firefighting between pickets. The regular small-scale ac-
tion characterized by a prolonged stalemate. Thus the posi-
tions remained virtually unchanged.

The blossoming of spring in the first half of April
brought a slight change within Trimble's brigade stationed
outside Gordonsville. In that month Companies B and E were
transferred from the 21lst North Carolina Regiment and organ-
ized into a separate unit assigned tc the brigade and known
as the 1lst Battalion, North Carolina Sharpshooters.®? Be-
sides this minor adjustment, little of significance per-
turbed the brigade until the middle of the month. 1In fact,
Trimble had ample time to enjoy the friendship of fellow of-
ficers. Major General Ewell observed at the time: "Old
General Isaac R. Trimble told me the other day that he was
pined fof a glass of Madira [wine] and I told him to dine

with me, and I opened the last bottle to his delight. He

59 5.H.S5.P., X (1882), 49-50.
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tried to criticize it, but when I gave its history, he
discovered new qualities."S6!

This lighthearted mood quickly changed, for off in the
distance a violent storm rumbled. The first indication of
an impending battle came with "Stonewall" Jackson's urgent
order from the Shenandoah Valley for Ewell's division to
join him with dispatch. On April 18, Ewell set out with the
bulk of his division toward the Shenandoah Valley. The
troops were excited by the prospect of ending camp boredom
and meeting the enemy. Yet in the march to rendezvous with
Jackson at Swift Run Gap, a soldier's recollections captured
the hardships endured en route by the troops. He stated:
"Friday evening, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, exposed cons-
tantly to cold, drenching rain, with no shelter, and during
two whole days without anything to eat. Our blankets and
clothing were soaked with water: we marched wet, slept wet,
and got up in the morning wet.'"®2

As the division came closer to the Valley spirits
soared in anticipation of a forthcoming battle. Under this
prevailing atmosphere, and on the night of April 30 near

Conrad's Store, Ewell's division linked up with Jackson's
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"Stonewall" Division. Trimble's troops occupied the central
position in the marching column with Taylor's brigade in ad-
vance and Early's brigade bringing up the rear.®3 Trimble
rode alongside his troops and exhibited an exultant behav-
ior. As the bands played "Listen to the Mockingbird," his
mind became engrossed with past experiences suffered under
the Federal authorities in Baltimore and the deep satisfac-
tion of a prospective victory awaiting him on the not-too-
distant battlefield. The time for redressing grievances ap-
peared to be at hand with each step taken toward Jackson's
glistening campfires. Wearily Trimble settled his men be-
sides Taylor's and Early's for a short night's rest while
the remainder of the camp rapidly underwent a dramatic
change. Maryland soldier George W. Booth later remarked:

When morninig came Jackson had disappeared, whith-

er, no one seemed to know. For some days we re-

mained in this state of disappocintment and uncer-

tainity, which was shared by General Ewell and his

brigade commanders. It is said that General Ewell

called a council of his Brigadiers and discussed

with them the peculiar situation. Here he was

with his division, without orders, without very

much information as to the position or purposes of

Banks, and absolutely without any knowledge of the

movements or whereabouts of General Jackson, and

it was a serious question 1if his instructions from

General Johnston did require him to return to the
east of the Blue Ridge.®*
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A perplexing circumstance had indeed overtaken Ewell's
division. While Ewell waited bewildered at Swift Run Gap
for additional word from "Stonewall" Jackson, Trimble's high
aspirations of attaining a smashing victory against the
northern foe began once again to melt away. He quickly be-
came bored and irritated with the duty of sitting and wait-
ing for something to happen. Being a man groomed to action
and calculating resolve, he found intense displeasure with
his plight. Then news arrived of Jackson's May 8 victory at
McDowell. In a masterful stroke, Jackson had eliminated
part of the stranglehold placed on him in the Valley. This
event signified a turning point in Jackson's celebrated Val-
ley Campaign.

With this message received, Ewell continued to debate
whether his stay at Swift Run Gap was indeed justified. His
reasoniné centered on Jackson's parting words of Apfil 30,
that of keeping a close watch over Federal Gen. Nathaniel A.
Banks's Army at Strasburg; but the situation had now changed
drastically, as Banks was retreating down the Valley away
from Ewell. The real threat now seemed to be directed
against Fredericksburg on the Rappahannock River, where Gen.
James Shields's division of Banks's army was reportedly mov-
ing to link with Gen. Irvin McDowell's forces at Fredericks-

burg. This new development did not escape the eye of the
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Confederate high command, for on May 17 Ewell received ord-
ers from Johnston to move eastward again. After delaying a
day or two, Ewell started eastward on his long march. Trim-
ble remained in a dejected mood as he proceeded to carry out
his official duties on the march. To the surprise of every-
one, the division was halted in the process by none other
than Jackson himself.®5 As Booth related the incident:

I remember distinctly when Jackson joined Ewell's
division. We marched from the vicinity of Con-
rade's store and the head of the column recrossed
the mountain and had about reached its eastern
base; our regiment was just about at the summit,
when there came riding rapidly up the road, which
was comparatively free from obstruction, a mounted
officer with several attendants. As they neared
the point where we were, it was at once discovered
that "Jackson" had come. Enquiring for General
Ewell, he pushed on and in a little while returned
with that officer, when rightabout was the com-
mand, and we retraced our steps down the mountain
and halted for the night on the road to Luray.

The next morning the march was resumed, and on the
morning of May 23d we reached Front Rovyal, which
was occupied by a federal force.®®

The potential for battle once again buoyed the spirit of
Trimble and the rest of the troops under Ewell's command.
During the morning of the 23rd, Jackson readied his
troops for an assault against Banks's left flank located at
Front Royal. In choosing this specific strategy, he hoped

to be able to get into the rear of Banks's main position at
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Strasburg and wreak havoc. The battle opened about 2 p.m.
with the lst Maryland (Confederate), assailing the enemy de-
fenses manned by the 1lst Maryland (Federal). Quickly the
Confederate forces broke the first line of resistance and
pushed their way forward until they encountered a second
line of defense. The retreating Federal forces succeeded in
destroying patially the two bridges over the North and South
forks of the Shenandoah River. The result was a considera-
ble delay in the Confederate followup advance. By the time
the two bridges were made serviceable, the Federals had
gained a substantial lead over their pursuing enemy.

Throughout this engagement, Trimble's brigade remained
inactive. Much to Trimble's annoyance, his regiment had
been passive spectators to the whole day's conflict. Even
though Trimble was old, he still possessed plenty of fight-
ing spirit and wanted above all else to be an active parti-
cipant in the struggle that surrounded him.

The next day, Trimble was given a chance to make up for
the idleness of the day before. At 6 in the morning on May
24, Trimble's brigade cautiously advanced down the road from
Front Royal to Winchester, with Gen Turner Ashby's cavalry
in suppor-. The rest of Ewell's division remained in camp

at Front Royal.
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The mission of Trimble's troops was strictly a recon-
naissance in force designed to gleam where Banks was pre-
sently located so that Jackson could coordinate his next at-
tack. Jackson stopped Trimble's advance near Nineveh, about
eight miles from Front Royal, to await further news from
Ashby's cavalry. Here Trimble's men remained until 5 p.m.%7
When Ewell arrived at this point, a Jackson courier who had
become lost finally reached the divisional commander with
orders for him to resume his advance.®® At once Ewell ord-
ered Trimble's and Gen. George H. Steuart's units to press
forward to Winchester. In the reconstituted advance, the
21st North Carolina drove in the enemy's pickets that even-
ing, held the position two miles from Winchester and occa-
sionally skirmished during the night.®® Other units under
Trimble spent the hours of darkness in last- minute prepara-
tions for the attack to be launched the following day.

Trimble's troops were up on May 25 before first light.
The bulk of Jackson's army rested on the Middletown Turnpike
to the left of Trimble. His brigade occupied the extreme
right flank of the Confederate line, being positioned close

to the Plank Road leading to Front Royal. His left rested
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on the 1lst Maryland. Trimble's wish had at last come true:
he could now demonstrate his battlefield skills while the
rest of the division watched. As Ewell reported:
At dawn [Trimble's Seventh brigade] moved out, and
opened the attack at 5:40 a.m., the Twenty-first
North Carolina (Colonel Kirkland) and Twenty-first
Georgia (Colonel Mercer) gallantly dashing into
the western part of the town and driving back the
advanced posts of the enemy. The Twenty-first
North Carolina was exposed to murderous fire from
a regiment posted behind a stone wall. Both of
its field officers were wounded and a large number
of privates killed and wounded. They were forced
‘back, retiring in good order and ready to renew
the fight. Colonel Mercer, of the Twenty-first
Georgia, drove out this Federal regiment and

joined the rest of the brigades in the subsequent
movements. ’°

With this enemy position taken, the rest of the brigade be-
gan to assemble on the field. As the 21st Georgia awaited
additional orders from Trimble, the 15th Alabama and 1l6th
Mississippi joined their comrades.

Then an unsual phenomenon occurred. At about 7:30, a
heavy fog descended over the battlefield. It totally ob-
structed visibility and brought further progress by Trim-
ble's brigade to a halt. This fog lasted for about a half-
hour. With its lifting, Trimble's assault resumed. Quickly
he saw that the Federal left was unprotected. He relayed
his findings to Ewell and requested permission to realign

his attacking line and strike the enemy on its exposed left

70 Ibid., 779.
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flank.’! Ewell ignored Trimble's suggestion until around 9,
when loud cheering to his left announced that Jackson had
routed the Federal right flank. Fleeing enemy troops could
be seen moving to the rear. At this juncture Ewell ac-
quiesced and ordered Trimble to change fronts for a flanking
assault. Trimble complied with the order, but with disgust
he observed later: "Had this movement been permitted half
an hour sooner (prevented by causes known to you) the re-
treat of the enemy's reserves would have been completely cut
off. The delay of this half hour enabled them to get so far
the start of us that it was impossible to get a further view
of them during the next two hours, in which time my brigade
was marched nine miles, until recalled by your [Ewell's]
order."7?

In his first combat engagement, Trimble had seen smash-
ing victory snatched from his grasp by an indecisive superi-
or. Similar instances such as this one would reoccur and
create future friction and animositv between the two gener-

als.

7t Ibid.
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After the defeat at Winchester, Banks's Federals re-
treated toward Martinsburg. Jackson pushed forward in pur-
suit. Recurrent fears surfaced in Washington that a Confed-
erate thrust against the Union capital was imminent. To
thwart such a possibility, the forces of Gen. John C. Fre-
mont, Banks and McDowell were to unite in the Shenandoah
Valley and inflict such a crippling blow on the meddlesome
forces under "Stonewall" Jackson that all danger against
Washington could completely be removed. Jackson had to act
swiftly if he was to avoid entrapment and destruction by the
converging pincers of the enemy. Jackson determined to try
to defeat each of the Federal armies individually before
they could effect a linkup. Otherwise, a united Federal
force would be too strong and Jackson's little army would be
eventually annihilated by the sheer weight of enemy troops.
Timing--specifically how fast Jackson moved--would be the
decisive factor if the Shenandocah Valley was to be saved for
the Confederacy.

Jackson departed Winchester on May 30 and began a long
retreat southward up the Valley to avoid rearward thrusts
directed against him by Fremont and Shields. Banks had been
so demoralized by his last encounter with Jackson that his
pursuit was at a snail's pace. Trimble's troops soon became

painfully acquainted with Jackson's penchant for forced
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marches. Often the brigade was marching before sunrise and
long after sunset in its bid to outrace the two Federal
forces converging in the lower end of the Valley. Through
it all, Trimble maintained order and discipline within the
ranks of his brigade. As the Confederate forces neared
Cross Keys in a fatigued state, signs of renewed conflict
became abundantly clear.

In eight days Jackson's army had successfully traversed
a large segment of the Shenandoah Valley. During the course
of his retreat, he had evaded the closing jaws of the Feder-
al pincer at Strasburg and had made his way southward up to
Port Republic (Cross Keys being just on the northwest side
of the river). The situation now consisted of Fremont's Un-
ion forces in the vicinity of Harrisonburg, with Shield's
Federals to the east moving up the east side of the South
Fork of the Shenandoah. For Jackson, Port Republic repre-
sented an excellent defensive position from which to meet
the two Federal armies converging on him. The village was
on an isthmus formed by the North and South rivers as they
merged into the South Fork of the Shenandoah. A wooden
bridge spanned the North River and a passable ford nearby
was used to cross the South River. The South Fork now

served as a natural barrier between the two Federal armies.
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The morning of May 8 found Ewell's division camped some
four miles northwest of Port Republic near the hamlet of
Cross Keys. The main body of Jackson's army was encamped on
the northern outskirts of Port Republic. At 10 a. m. Trim-
ble accompanied Ewell on a survey of terrain around Cross
Keys to determine the best defensive ground on which to op-
pose Fremont's approaching legions. Trimble later recounted
the decisions reached and the subsequent actions that occur-
red.

It was decided to post my artillery (Courtney's
battery) on the hill to the south of the small
stream [Mill Creek], and immediately on the left
of the road from Union Church to Port Republic.
You directed my brigade to take the right of our
line of defense and occupy the pine hill to the
east of the road and the the battery, but somewhat
retired from the front, en echelon position. Pre-
vious to assigning my brigade its position in line
of battle, I rode forward in front and to the
right, about half a mile, and examined a wooded
hill running nearly parallel to our line of battle
Finding this position advantageous, with its left
in view and protected by my artillery, and its
right by a ravine and densely-wooded hill, I at
once occupied this position with two regiments
(the 16th Mississippi and 21st Georgia) about
10:30 o'clock, leaving the 21st North Carolina
with the battery to protect it.73

73 Reports of Military Operations (Confederate), V, 50. For
a map on Trimble's specific military position at Cross
Keys and another good map of the general battlefield
area, see O.R. Atlas, Plate XLII, Nos. 4 and Plate LXXXV,

Nos. 5.
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Along with Col. Canty's 15th Alabama posted as picket one
mile in advance of Ewell's main battle line, Trimble's bri-
gade began bracing to receive Fremont's assault.

The battle began with an attack delivered against the
15th Alabama Regiment at Union Church. Initially the Alaba-
mians held their own against the enemy's advances. However,
as more Federal troops entered the assault, it became appa-
rent that if the 15th Alabama held firm, it would soon be
outflanked on both right and left. It therefore was ordered
to retreat. Canty withdrew the regiment; he was able to
maintain an orderly withdrawal, "passing the enemy's flank-
ing forces on the right and left," before reaching Trimble's
main position with a minimum of loss. "He was placed on the
right of the 16th Mississippi and 21st Georgia," while Trim-
ble continued to wait anxiously for the principal attack to
commence. ’*

About a half-hour later, Fremont's forces resumed their
advance. and drove in Trimble's pickets with a scalding
fire. Trimble afterward recounted:

I ordered the three regiments (15th Alabama, 1l6th

Mississippi, and 21st Georgia) to rest quietly in

the edge of an open wood until the enemy, who were

advancing in regular order across the field and

hollow, should come within fifty steps of our

line. The order was mainly observed, and as the

enemy appeared above the crest of the hill a dead-
ly fire was delivered along our whole front,

74 Ibid., V, 50.
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beginning with the right. . . . The repulse of
the enemy was complete, followed by an advance,
ordered by me, in pursuit. As the enemy's rear
regiments had halted in the wood on the other side
of the valley, I deemed it prudent, after the
field in our front had been cleared, to resume our

position on the hill and await their further ad-
vance. %

After a momentary pause, Trimble initiated a new maneu-
ver. He noticed that no follow-up advance by the enemy had
occurred on his front; therefore, he directed his forces to
concentrate against an enemy battery farther to his right
while he sent a dispatch to Ewell outlining his new strate-

gy. Trimble stated:

I accordingly in person moved the 15th Alabama
to the right along a ravine and unperceived got
upon the enemy's left flank and in his rear,
marching up in fine order as on drill. I had on
leaving with this regiment ordered the other two
to advance rapidly in front as soon as they heard
I was hotly engaged with the enemy. These regi-
ments, before the order was executed, stood calmly
under a heavy fire of the enemy's artillery, di-
rected at the woods. The 15th Alabama completely
surprised the force in their front (the enemy's
left flank) and drove them by a heavy fire, hotly
returned, from behind logs and trees along the
wood to the westward.

Meantime the 21st Georgia and 16th Mississippi
moved across the field and fell in with the re-
mainder of the enemy's brigade, which had reformed
in the woods to our left, and delivered a galling
fire upon the 16th Mississippi, which omitted to
turn up the woods to its left, after the main body
of the enemy, thus exposing its men to enfilading
fire. Colonel Mercer, of the 21st Georgia came to
their timely rescue, and both soon gallantly drove

75 Ibid., 51.
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the enemy out of the woods.?6

In a short period of time, Trimble had outflanked the
enemy and sent its forces reeling backward. All of this had
been accomplished solely through Trimble's own judgement and
personal effort.

Elsewhere, the battle at Cross Keys continued to blaze
away. Trimble soon received as reinforcements the 13th and
25th Virginia under Col. James A. Walker. Trimble directed
Walker "to move on his right through the woods and advance
on the enemy in line of battle perpendicularly to his line
and in rear of the battery."’7 Unfortunately, Walker became
entangled in the woods with the 15th Alabama and lost valua-
ble time. After emerging into the open, the 13th and 25th
Virginia found themselves exposed to the full brunt of fire
delivered by the Federal battery. They had to retire to the
woods for protection. At this point, Trimble directed the
15th Alabama back against the Federal battery, which retired
and narrowly avoided capture.

With the withdrawal of the Federal forces, Gen. Tavlor
appeared with his brigade. A brief interview between the
two commanders followed. Trimble urged a renewed attack

against Fremont's left, whereas Taylor claimed his troops
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were simply too tired from two fast-paced marches of that
day to carry out such a spirited attack. At 4 p. m. Trim-
ble reluctantly bade farewell to Taylor and his brigade.

Shortly he regretted this action even more. As Trimble
stated: "About half an hour after General Taylor left, Ma-
jor Barbour came to me with orders from General Ewell to
'move to the front,' and that a force would be sent forward
on the enemy's right to make a combined attack before night.
It was too late to recall General Taylor."78®

At once he complied with the order and moved to within
500 yards of the enemy line concealed in the woods. There
he awaited the sound of gunfire from his left which would
signal his attack. In vain he waited. During this time he
sent several messages back to Ewell of his readiness to
launch an attack, if the latter would just create a momenta-
ry diverion to his left.’?® Still no response came as after-
noon settled into night.

In frustration and remorse he went personally to talk
to Ewell. As he afterward noted: "I was strongly tempted
to make the advance alone at night, and should have done so
had I not felt it a duty to secure complete success by wait-

ing for the combined attack . . . and having some scruples

79 Ibid.
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in regard to a possible failure, if acting alone, which
might have thwarted the plans of the commanding general,
whose success the day after would be seriously jeopardized
by even a partial reverse after the fortunate results of the
day."®? Not finding Ewell at his headguarters, he went in
search of "Stonewall" Jackson to get his permission for a
night attack. He rode seven miles to meet with General
Jackson and "obtained his consent to have Colonel Patton's
battalion cooperate with him under the direct consultation
and guidance of General Ewell."®! Upon presenting Ewell with
Jackson's permission, the division commander refused to take
the necessary responsibility. Trimble left Ewell in an an-
gry and embittered state. Slowly he made his way back to
his command, carrying with him total disappointmenf at the
reception he had received at the hands of this superior.

At daybreak on June 9, Trimble moved his troops back to
their former position against Fremont, while Jackson at-
tacked Shields's forces east of Port Republic. Trimble's
brigade, Patton's 42nd Virginia and the 1lst Virginia Batta-
lion were able to repulse Fremont's repeated probes along
the Port Republic road until 9 a. m. Trimble stated: "Be-

ing without artillery and finding the enemy had placed a

8¢ Ibid., 52-53.

81 Ibid.
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battery to drive us out of the wood where they had sustained
so fatal a repulse the day before, I slowly retired towards
Port Republic. Receiving from General Jackson two messages
in quick succession to hasten to the battle-field where he
had engaged General Shield's army, I marched rapidly to obey
this order, crossed the bridge, burned it just before the
enemy appeared, and reached the field after the contest had
been decided in our favor."%2

Trimble clearly had won over Ewell to his point of
view. Thomas T. Munford of the 2nd Virginia Cavalry later
recalled a conversation with Gen. Ewell on the night after
the battle of Cross Keys. Ewell stated: "0ld Trimble is a
real trump; instead of being over cautious, he is as bold as
any man, and, in fact, is the hero of yesterday's fight.
Jackson was not on the field. They will call it mine, but
Trimble won the fight; and I believe now if I had followed
his views we would have destroyed Fremont's army."?®3

In the future, Trimble would enjoy a more honored role
beside his superior. At Cross Keys, he had acquitted him-
self well. He had taken an inexperienced brigade and molded
it into a well-seasoned fighting unit. His combat leader-

ship qualities had proven sound, and he had personally con-

82 Ibid.

83 5.H.S5.P., VII, 530.
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tributed much to the climatic victories in Jackson's Valley
Campaign. Most importantly, he had won over the admiration
and trust of his fellow officers. Plainly Trimble was a

rising star within the Confederate officer corps. He would

have more opportunity in the future to demonstrate his mili-

tary skills in battle.



Chapter I1I1I

THE RISE TO PROMINENCE

Trimble and his troops enjoyed a day of inactivity be-
fore once again resuming official duties. This brief pause
provided a welcome respite for a body of troops so utterly
exhausted by the rigors of battle. During this time, Trim-
ble was able to collect together his depleted force and re-
constitute cohesion within its ranks. On June 12, the army
continued the march and came to rest at Weyer's cave. A
sense of suspense eneveloped the army as it stood in unac-
costumed idiement. Then on the 17th, the feeling of tension
vanished with orders to proceed at once to Richmond. Trim-
ble and his men broke camp in a confident mood, and with the
rest of Jackson's army they marched to Ashland, where they
embarked on railroad cars for a twelve-mile ride to Rich-
mond. 8%

On the 26th, Jackson's forces occupied the extreme left
of the Richmond defenses. The sounds of volleys of artill-
ery and musketry greeted Trimble's arrival on the battle-
fiéld.85 With night fast approaching, Trimble settled his

men into camp, but little sleep came that night in anticipa-

84 See O.R., XII, Pt. 1, 716; Oates, The War Between the Un-
ion and the Confederacy, 107.

85 0.R., XI, Pt. 2, 614.
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tion of a big battle the next day. By 8:00 that morning,
his troops were advancing on Cold Harbor. Twice he was ord-
ered to change his front to the left. As he closed with his
quarry, heavier volumes of artillery fire rained down on his
position. Then orders from General Ewell arrived. Taking
the lead with the 15th Alabama, the 21st Georgia following
close behind, he proceeded down the Cold Harbor road to
McGehee's farm, crossed the swamp, and placed these two re-
giments in a position to attack. In the process of conduct-
ing this maneuver, he lost contact with the 16th Mississippi
and 21st North Carolina. No time could be wasted in retrac-
ing his steps. "The two regiments--15th Alabama and 21st
Georgia--were ordered to advance, and soon encountered a fu-
rious discharge of musketry, shot, and shell from the well-
selected position of the enemy. Several regiments were met
falling back and leaving the field."®&®©

Trimble nevertheless continued with his advance. Dog-
gedly he strove to reach a dense woods, but there met a sol-
id sheet of flame from enemy guns. His command staggered
under the volleys. Yet "still the brave fellows pressed on,
followed by a Viriginia and a Texas regiment." For an hour
and a half the 15th Alabama and the 21st Georgia endured

this deadly fire.

86 Ibid.
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Only reluctantly did Trimble break from the action in
search of his two lost regiments. On reaching the rearward
area, Trimble met Gen. W. H. C. Whiting leading his divi-
sion and seeking advise on where to deploy, Trimble directed
him to move farther to the right (north), "so as to flank
the force in their front or encounter a separated body of
the foe."

In but a few minutes, General John S. Winder appeared
and inquired on the same question as had Whiting. Trimble
gave different advise to Winder for the deployment of his
brigade. As Trimble later recollected: "I directed him to
march well to the left, which he did, and brought a timely
support, in a perilous crisis, to General Elzey's and other
brigades, which had been terribly cut up by the terrible
fire of musketry and the well-served batteries at McGehee's
house afterward captured."®’

Finding the lost 16th Mississippi and 21st North Caro-
lina, Trimble proceeded to expand the front of attack. He
directed them to move "one-third of a mile to the right
(north) of the first point of attack." As their advance
gathered steam, it met elements of two routed regiments. A

brief verbal exchange ensued before the 16th Mississippi and

21st North Carolina resumed its steady motion forward. The

87 Ibid., 614-15.
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demoralized troops comments included: "'You need not go in!
We are whipped! You can't do anything!'" To which Trim-
ble's troops replied: "Get out of our way; we will show you

how to do it!'"

As they trod onward, remnants of other regiments began
to collect on their left flank. Shortly, a long line of
battle formed and Trimble rode up and down its entire length
reciting last-minute instructions to his men. He ordered
the men "to make a charge with the bayonet and not to stop
one moment to fire or reload"®® until the enemy's heavily
fortified position had been successfully breached. Instinc-
tively, he once again reminded the men that certain death
awaited them if they paused, and that a quick charge would
insure less loss of life.

Apprehending the readiness of his troops, he executed
the command to attack. '"Leading them on with perfect confi-
dence in their pluck the regiments advanced firmly and gal-
lantly, receiving heavy volleys of the enemy's fire from the
opposite height without returning it; pushed on down the
hill and over trees felled in the swampy ground to impede
their progress all the time under torrents of musketry fire,
and bravely and rapidly ascended the hill, cheered on by the

continuous shouting of the command, "'Charge, men,

88 Ibid.
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charge.'"89

At the top of the hill, Trimble and his troops met
light resistance from the enemy. Soon Federal forces were
beating a hasty retreat toward their encampment. Confeder-
ates then delivered a destructive fire into the scrambling
mass of the enemy. "One [enemy] regiment surrendered in a
body; the others fled down a ravine toward the Chickahomi-
ny."°?°

The bold charge was a total success. Not only had a
strong enemy position fallen, but seven guns of the 1st
Pennsylavania Artillery had been seized. Taking stock of
the situation, Trimble ordered the 21st North Carolina to
guard the captured guns. Nightfall was descending over the
ridgé overlooking the Chickahominy River, when the sounds of
battle gradually died away. Trimble's troops slept that
night on the battlefield. Each within his command felt the
pride of a job well done and wondered what the fortunes of
the next day would bring.

Morning brought no renewal of hostilities. Instead,
"the brigade rested on the field of battle, and was chiefly
employed in taking care of the wounded and the burial of the

dead."?! As the day passed, Ewell sent some of his force ac-

89 Ibid.

%0 Ibid.
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companied by cavalry down the north side of the Chickahominy
to Dispatch Station, were it destroyed a portion of railroad
track.

On June 29, Trimble's brigade was again in motion. The
troops experienced a temporary delay around 9 a. m., and
Trimble took advantage of the time to ascertain where the
enemy forces were situated. He ordered an officer to ascend
a tree that had formerly possessed an enemy observation post
and to observe the movements of the enemy. Federals were
retreating southward from Reynoldsville (Gen. McClellan's
headquarters). The smoke from hastily burned stores further
attested to this development. Trimble at once advised Gen-
erals Lee and Jackson of the movement. Soon Lee sent a re-
ply that "the enemy were in heavy force on the right, and
that he had tried to reach them with artillery, but without
effect."®2

In the meantime, indications of a massive retreat by
the Federal's became even more pronounced. From atop the
tree observatory, four large conflagrations could be viewed,
while "infantry, artillery, and wagons were seen moving amid
clouds of dust in a southerly direction." To all who wit-

nessed this scene, it appeared that the Federal army could

%1 Ibid., 617.

%2 Ibid.
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retreat with impunity from the very jaws of the Confederate
forces. Acute frustration seized Trimble as he stood help-
lessly by and gazed upon the spectacle.

He then made one last desperate attempt to remedy the
situation. Hurriedly to Lee he penned another letter re-
questing that an attack be made on the retreating foe before
escape had been mastered. He sent a courier to deliver the
message to Lee's headguarters, two mile away.

Around 10 a. m., Trimble's brigade resumed its march
under unchanged orders. The destination was Bottom's Bridge
on the Chickahominy, which they reached about 2:00 in the
afternoon. Needless time had been wasted in the course of
the advance by marching and countermarching the troops. As
Trimble later stated: "Several times in the afternoon I had
called attention to the dense clouds of dust observed on the
north side of the Chickahominy; that it plainly indicated a
rapid retreat of the enemy, and that our forces should be
thrown across the stream to intercept their flight or in-
crease their disorder."?3

After lengthy and deliberate contemplation, Ewell de-
cided to heed Trimble's advise. A "practical" ford hadibeen

discovered near Trimble's stationary position, and around

4:00 Ewell decided to attack the enemy at this point. With

93 Ibid.
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full preparations for an attack scheduled, orders to the
contrary arrived at Ewell's headquarters. Under Jackson's
express orders, at about 6 p. m., "the division was marched
back up the Chickahominy, crossed the stream in the night at
the new bridges, and bivouacked at Reynoldsville twelve
hours after the enemy had abandoned it."?®*

Encampment brought the day's lost opportunities into
brighter focus for Trimble. As he settled back for a few
hours' rest, a feeling of disappointment filled his head.
The same recurrent vision replayed itself before him: the
enemy's retreating columns should have been destrovyed by a
decisive Confederate attack across the Chickahominy. Only
slowly did this vision diminish with the prospective offer-
ings of a new day.

On the 30th, Trimble's brigade arose at an early hour.
Once assembled, the men marched down the same road the enemy
had used twenty-four hours earlier. On the third mile of
their journey, they came upon Savage Station and bloody
scences from the day before, when Longstreet's forces had
engaged the enemy. All that remained to be captured now was
a Federal field hospital with 2,500 sick and wounded soldi-

ers, plus some 500 medical personnel.?® With this feat ac-

%4 Ibid., 618.

35 1bid., 556.
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complished, the march continued. Jackson's army reached
White Oak Swamp about 4 p. m. After an hour-long artillery
duel with the enemy, it bivouacked for the night.®%8§

At sunrise the next day, Trimble's command crossed
White Oak Swamp. The bridge over which they trod had only
recently been rebuilt, after the Federals had destroyed it
the day before. A feeling of immense optimism overtook
Trimble on the march. The shortcomings of the last two days
stood a good chance of being rectified. Battle would pro-
vide the redeeming grace. Spiritedly he pursued his labors
as brigade commander.

At 2 p. m., a line of battle was formed at the Poindex-
ter farm, adjacent to Malvern Hill. The Seventh Brigade
represented the extreme left of Ewell's division. There it
"remained in position about three hours, during the greater
part of which time artillery and musketry firing was heard
on the right a mile or two distant."?’

During this period of supposed inactivity, Trimble had
feverishly been at work. Using a field glass, he had recon-
noitered the disposition of the enemy's forces. As he later
stated: "I asked permission to move [my brigade] through

the continuous woods to the left and attack the enemy by

%6 Ibid., 618.
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surprise on his right. This proposal forwarded to Jackson,
was declined by him."®® Impatiently, Trimble awaited the
real move that would signal the Confederate drive on his
front.

After a belated time span, things started rolling. At
sundown Trimble received an order to march his forces to the
extreme right where Gen. D. Harvey Hill's troops had re-
cently suffered a repulse. Trimble later recalled: "I
moved quickly, guided by an officer of General D. H. Hill's
staff, through a dense woods, in the dark, exposed for 1 1/2
miles to a continuous and a rapid fire of the enemy's ar-
tillery, and took up a position on that part of the field
where General Magruder had made his disastrous charges
across an open field, every vard of which could be swept by
the adverse artillery."?®?®

The field onto which they had deployed had woods to the
left and a precipitous slope that descended into Turkey
Creek on the right. At about 9:00, Gen. Hill accompanied
Trimble on a forward reconnaissance of the enemy positions.
Stealthily they picked their way to within 100 steps of the
enemy's firing batteries. With an unhindered view before

them, Trimble suggested to Hill the advantage of making an

38 Ibid.
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immediate night attack on this battery. It should be
successful, as they could approach the enemy undiscovered
and the enemy would not expect one from this position.

Trimble's scheme for a night assault did not sit well
with Hill. Instead, "Hill declined as before to order the
attack, and directed Trimble to make no further move-
ment."??% At around midnight, Trimble reluctantly led his
troops into the woods for an evening's rest. The high hopes
of the day had evaporated with each fleeting hour.

At dawn Trimble awakened with the compunction to save
something from the previous day's drawbacks. He pondered
that even an assault at this late hour could yield effective
results. Seeking new orders that would comply to his wish-
es, he set off to consult with either Ewell or Hill. He waé
struck by the utter disorder surrounding the Confederate
>army. He encountered "thousands of straggling men asking
every passer-by for their regiments; ambulances, wagons, and
artillery obstructing every road, and altogether, in drench-
ing rain, presenting a scene of the most woeful and dishear-
tening confusion."!%! In disdain Trimble abruptly realized
that no matter what success would be gained through an at-

tack, the army was unable to exploit any advantage won from

100 Tbid., 619.
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it. So resigned, Trimble rode back to his brigade.

The following day found Trimble's troops in good order.
Since July 2, the enemy's battlefield position had changed
dramatically. General George B. McClellan had withdrawn his
foces to Harrison's Landing on the James River. From there
he could depend on the additional firepower of the Federal
gunboats for safety. To this new enemy position Trimble and
his troops hastened. That evening Trimble bivouacked some
eight miles from the James River, opposite Westover.!?2

On July 4, Trimble and his command resumed the march.
As they came to within four miles of the James, the men
formed a battle line and skirmishers deployed for half a
mile in advance. An occasional shot rang out from the
skirmish line whenever a Federal's presence became known,
but no large-scale firing ensued. That night Trimble se-
lected one regiment for picket duty while the remainder went
into bivouack. This marked the end of the Seven Days' Camp-
aign.

Through the series of battles the brigade losses had
been heavy. Trimble listed 23 officers and 396 men lost out
of the brigade's total strength of 2,047 soldiers.!?2 Combat

injuries and deaths were not the only factors responsible

102 1bid.
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for such a loss. The consumption of impure water, excessive
fatigue and prostration suffered during the taxing campaign

contributed further to reductions in the ranks.!%* Time was

needed to replenish these units. Trimble and his staff un-

dertook to do just that.

On the night of July 8, Trimble's troops vacated their
position opposite Westover and began a rearward movement to
the outskirts of Richmond.!%% Close to a large city, Trimble
could count on many conveniences sorely needed by his men:
shoes, clothing and medicine. Richmond would alsc mean a
boost in morale of the men, who had known nothing but hard
campaigning for several months. Drill and discipline could
be resumed as the brigade recuperated and grew in strength.
A well-seasoned and highly dedicated brigade had been forged
in the heat of battle, and a promising future performance
seemed assured.

Like his troops, Trimble anticipated benefiting from
his time off. For him, leisure meant reflection on past
mistakes and the deep desire not to have them repeated. He
felt confident, in the light of his recent military success-
es, that his desired night attack would finally be taken

seriously and implemented. He looked forward to a future
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date, when time and opportunity would avail itself to the
execution of his much-fancied plan. Trimble did not doubt
for an instant the ability of his men and himself to accom-
plish such a difficult military operation;

During this brief pause, one incident changed the com-
plexion of Trimble's brigade. As Colonel Campbell Brown la-
ter noted: "While encamped at Strawberry Hill, near Rich-
mond, the Sixteenth Mississippi, one of the very best
regiments in the division, was detached from it . . . just
before we [the brigade] started for Gordonsville."!®€é The
transfer had taken place because President Jefferson Davis
believed that a brigade possessing a single state consti-
tuency would perform better due to state pride and rivalry.
This loss meant that Trimble would have to operate with an
understrength brigade for the foreseeable future and, there-
fore, be at a disadvantage with the other brigades in the
division.!?7

On July 13, Trimble and his men abandoned their camp
environs outside Richmond and headed in a northwesterly di-
rection. Their movement was 1n response to a new threat

posed by Gen. John Pope's army in the vicinity of Gordons-
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ville. Ewell's and Jackson's divisions were selected to
meet this new Federal challenge. Gordonsville had long been
a point of strategic importance. Both the Orange and Alex-
andria and the Virginia Central railroads converged at this
juncture and the protection of this railroad link was con-
sidered essential for Richmond's continued survival. In ad-
dition, the location provided an ideal spot from which to
observe Pope's army. On the 19th, Trimble and his troops
arrived at Gordonsville in a rhapsodized mood over the pro-
spect of renewed hostilities.108

On August 7, Trimble's troops and the rest of Jackson's
army commenced its march. Their ultimate destination was
Culpeper, where part of Pope's forces were reportedly sta-
tioned. That night the Southerners bivouacked near Liberty
Mills. As quiet descended over the camp, the hope of vet
another victory against the enemy loomed largely in every-
body's mind.

On the 9th, the troops approached to within eight miles
of Culpeper. Ewell's division led the advance, with Early's
brigade forward, Trimble's brigade center, and Hay's bri-
gade--now commanded by Colonel Forno--in the rear.!?® Their

speed had reduced to a crawl. "The day was hot and the dust

198 o.R., XII, Pt. 2, 176, 181. See also Cates, The War
Between the Union and the Confederacy, 128.

109 Freeman, Lee's Lieutenants, II, 22.
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oppressive," a staff officer noted, "and the march was a

slow one for the road was occupied by troops."!1?

Soon the enemy's front was discovered near Cedar Run, a
short distance west and north of Slaughter Mountain. During
the morning hours, Trimble received orders to assist in
driving off an enemy cavalry patrol alongside the Culpeper
road. He and his men advanced undetected and occupied a
cluster of pines about three-quarters of a mile from the en-
emy's picket. Then one company was detached to support a
battery to the right of the pines. These guns soon drove
back the enemy cavalry. This was only partially successful,
however; for when the guns finally fell silent, the enemy
simply reoccupied its former position.!!! A more determined
attack was needed, if the enemy were to be dislodged and put
to flight.

Around 2 p. m. Trimble received orders to continue his
advance. "Through the woods on his right along the slope of
Slaughter Mountain and occupy a favorable position." This
flanking movement was made in conjunction with Early's at-
tack on the left. With renewed energy Trimble led his

troops onward with Hay's brigade following close behind and

110 McHenry Howard, Recollections of a Maryland Confederate
Soldier, 1861-1866 (Baltimore, 1914), 167.

111 o.R., XII, Pt. 2, 235. Also see O.R. Atlas, Plate XLII,
No. 2.
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acting as a reserve. "About 3 o'clock," Trimble noted, "the
brigade reached the northwest termination of the mountain,
elevated about 200 feet above the valley below, and distant
from the position of the enemy's batteries about 1 1/4
miles, where we remained concealed from view."!1!2

Following Ewell's instructions, Trimble sent for him to
examine the selected position and give his approval. After
a brief conversation between the two men, Latimer's Battery
struggled up the mountainside and took a position inside
Trimble's line. Latimore's effective fire diverted the ene-
my's guns on the left from concentrating against Early's
forces. An intense artillery duel ensued.

About 5 p. m., from across the valley to the left,
musketry fire of Early's assault could be distinctly heard.
At this point, "the Fifteenth Alabama Regiment was sent out
as skirmishers on the right, with orders to advance oﬁ the
enemy's flank."!!3 An enemy battery immediately wheeled and
delivered a brisk fire against the advancing Alabamians.

Sundown marked a renewed effort by Trimble to storm the
enemy's defenses. On Ewell's orders the 21st Georgia and
21st North Carolina charged and secured a clump of woods in

the wvalley 400 yards from the battery. The success of this

112 o R., XII, Pt. 2, 235.
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drive provoked Trimble to attack the enemy battery, but the
fire from Latimore's guns prevented such a movement because
the shells struck the open ground on which the advance must
pass. Perplexed, Trimble sent his aide, William D. McKim,
back to Latimore with orders to halt the bombardment. In
the meantime, Trimble had dispatched two companies who took
position along a fence and opened fire on the battery. When
the brigade advanced to the top of the hill, it discovered
the guns gone. Precious minutes spent in disengaging Lati-
mcre's battery had cost Trimble the prize of capturing the
enemy's guns. With regret he watched as the enemy retreated
out of sight.

Quickly surveying the battlefield, Trimble found that
the abrupt coliapse of the enemy's left flank had meant the
abandonment of many Federal killed and wounded soldiers plus
some ambulances and ammunition wagons. A fine victory had
been won at the expense of eighteen casualties. Trimble's
choice of well-concealed battle positions had paid off hand-
somely.

Then Ewell appeared with orders to resume the advance.
Trimble's brigade moved to the left to link up with the main
body of Jackson's army. In the darkness the men marched for
a mile in pursuit of the Federals. Finally, with the enemy

found to be in considerable strength in front, Trimble was
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ordered to return to his original position on the battle-
field and make camp.!!* The troops wearily retraced the path
they had taken a few hours before. Once in camp, heavy
slumber speedily enveloped the men.

The next morning the brigade stood in a state of combat
readiness. Rumors circulated that the enemy had been rein-
forced during the night and might resume its attack. Yet as
the day passed, tension diminished and gave way to more
pressing duties. Under Trimble's command, detachments car-
ried the wounded to the rear, buried the dead and collected
arms from the battlefield.

The 11lth brought a temporary truce between the sides to
bury the remaining dead. During the course of the labors,
Trimble and his men talked with Federals on sundry matters.
For a brief time the war seemed distant and unobtrusive.

Yet when the truce expired at 5 p. m., so did feelings of
congeniality between the opposing groups.

That night Trimble received orders to break camp. The
whole of Pope's army was reportedly concentrating against
Jackson and would deliver a massive attack the next morning.
To deceive the enemy of his intentions, Trimble had his men
build extensive fires and then marched off into the dark-

ness. By daybreak they were miles away, en route to Gor-

114 Ibid.
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donsville. 115

At about this time, an incident occurred that plainly
highlighted Trimble's aggressive tendencies. One night
Trimble had an opportunity to visit with Gen. Jackson. In
the course of the discussion, Trimble exhibited his age-old
knack of going right to the crux of the problem. As he had
done with Col. Thayer at West Point, he addressed Jackson
over the fact that a lesser qualified candidate (William B.
Taliferro) had been considered for promotion while he re-
mained an obscure brigadier general. With Jackson's chief
surgeon--Dr. Hunter McGuire--present, he vowed once more to
outperform his fellow colleagues at every turn, in exchange
for a fair consideration in the promotion of rank. "In

great indignation and disappointment he turned to Jackson

and exclaimed: 'By God, General Jackson, I will be a major
general or a corpse before this war is over." With that he
left.!16

While Jackson's division remained in camp at Gordons-
ville, Ewell's division went into motion. Trimble's brigade
advanced down the south side of the Rapidan to the neighbor-

hood of Porter's and Morton's fords.!!?7 His assignment was

115 Qates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
130.

116 5. H.S.P., XIX (1891), 314.

117 oates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
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to keep watch over Pope's army in the vicinity of Culpeper
and Stevensburg. A feeling of a renewed fight stirred the
air.

On August 14, Trimble's brigade left the environs
around Liberty Mills, marched for two days, and finally
halted at Clark's Mountain. While there, news arrived of
McClellan's evacuation of Harrison's Landing on the peninsu-
la. Every indication now pointed to a major confrontation.
Trimble's adrenalin began to flow as he contemplated the
next moves of the opposing armies. Surely, he thought, with
proper reinforcements the Confederate drive would succeed in
wiping out the Federal forces and liberate the nation from
Northern tyrannical grip.

For three days Trimble's brigade remained stationary at
Clark's Mountain.!!?® While there, elements of Jackson's di-
vision began arriving from Gordonsville. Signs of a renewed
struggle were indeed apparent. General Longstreet, with his
division and the two brigades under Gen. John B. Hood, were
joining Jackson's army to strengthen defenses along the Ra-

pidan.11!3

131. For good maps on surrounding terrain between Rap-
pahannock and Rapidan Rivers, see O.R. Atlas, Plate
XXIII, Nos. 4 and 5, and also Plate XXII, No. 5.
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That night Trimble and the other officers in Ewell's
division got a briefing on the upcoming campaign. Their
role was to cross the Rapidan and attack Pope's left flank.
Combined with a similar thrust by Longstreet and Stuart's
cavalry on the enemy's rear, Pope's army would be forced
either to retreat of face possible annihilation. Trimble
listened closely and happily to the plan.

On the 20th, following behind A. P. Hill's division,
Trimble's brigade headed toward the Rapidan River fords. At
Scomerville Ford, Trimble and his men crossed the Rapidan.
Pope responded by retreating behind the Rappahannock and po-
sitioned artillery to counter any future enemy crossing.
With darkness falling, Trimble's brigade bivouacked at Stev-
ensburg.

Early next morning Trimble and his troops resumed the
march. With the steady beat of tromping feet and the occa-
sional clatter of a passing wagon, Trimble rode beside his
men, frequently shouting an order for them to close ranks or
alter their speed in accordance with the troops ahead.
Trimble was the picture of showmanship. Mature in years and
handsomely dressed in a black felt hat, with a cord of
sweeping feathers hanging from it, his uniform seemed to

glisten with an iridescent glow.!?2?

120 confederate Veteran, V (1897), 613.
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As the day progressed, Trimble neared Beverly Ford on
the Rappahannock. The rumble of artillery fire greeted
their arrival. Taliaferro and Stuart were hotly engaged in
front and Jackson's hopes of crossing the river at this
point diminished when enemy forces appeared along the river
below them.!2! Trimble and his men tried to make the best of
a monotonous wait, entertaining themselves with statements
on how the enemy would soon succumb to their valiant charge.
But as the day grew longer, nothing happened. Instead, that
evening they bivouacked near where they had halted.

The brigade rose before dawn the next morning. Jackson
was anxious to get across the Rappahannock well in advance
of Pope's right flank. Trimble and his men proceeded up the
south side of the river and at Welford's Mill crossed the
Hazel River. At 10 a. m. Trimble's brigade took position
near Freeman's Ford to guard the flank of the wagon train
against a possible enemy attack. The Federals had kept pace
with the Confederate advance by traversing the north side of
the river. Around noon Trimble learned of a surprise attack
delivered by Sigel's division, which had crossed the river
and captured some ambulances and mules from the wagon train.
In response, Trimble ordered the 2Z1lst Georgia to intercept

the enemy and recover the captured property. The Georgians

121 Qates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
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succeeded and, in the process, captured some prisoners who
stated that Federals planned to throw one or two brigades
across the river to interfere with the Confederate advance.
With no immediate support available, Trimble decided to hold
his defensive position.

That afternoon Trimble used reconnaissance and verbal
information to pinpeoint the position of the enemy forces
across the river. After careful deliberation, Trimble de-
cided to attack the enemy as soon as Hood's reinforcements
arrived on the scene. At 4 p. m., with Hood at hand, Trim-
ble advanced headlong against the enemy's position. As he
proceeded to advance, he noticed that the enemy's position
could be flanked on either right or left. Making the neces-
sary adjustments, he ordered the 15th Alabama and 21st Geor-
gia to attack the enemy's flanks, while he personally led
the let‘North Carolina's advance on the center. Trimble
later stated: "After a sharp conflict with the Twenty-first
North Carolina the enemy were driven back to the hills on
the river. At this point, supported by their artillery on
the north side of the river, they made an effort, by blowing
of trumpets, beating of drums, and cheers, to encourage

their men to charge."!22

122 o R., XII, Pt. 2, 719.



77

Trimble guickly reacted to this challenge by delivering
a bayonet charge. His men advanced and drove the enemy be-
fore them into the river and beyond in great disorder. The
enemy then opened a cannonade against Trimble's forces that
had little impact. As Trimble stated: "Our men pursued
them closely and slaughtered great numbers as they waded the
river or climbed up the opposite bank. The water was liter-
ally covered with dead and wounded. Over 100 prisoners were
captured, and among the dead was found one colonel."!23

With no artillery support, Trimble retired to a safer
position and ordered Hood to keep a c¢lose watch over the en-
emy. Then he marched his brigade back to the wagon train.
In two short hours he had driven the enemy a distance of a
mile and totally lifted the enemy's threat against Jackson's
army. Trimble had much to celebrate, for he had lost only
47 killed and wounded a small price to pay for such a major
victory.!é*

During the Hazel River fight an incident occurred that
proved General Jackson's unshakeable confidence in Trimble.
As the main part of Jackson's army approached White Sulphur
Springs, news arrived of an enemy force having crossed in

the rear at Hazel River. Asked whether the army should dou-
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ble back and check this enemy threat, Jackson coolly
replied: "General Trimble will attend to them. I expected
this movement, and ordered Trimble posted there to meet
it."'25 Trimble was undergoing the supreme test; and if he
measured up to Jackson's rigid standards, he could be as-
sured of a promotion.

The next day, Trimble's brigade advanced farther north
along the Rappahannock to find a crossing unprotected by
Pope's army while Longstreet brought up the rear. That
night they encamped near Warrenton Springs.!26

Daylight brought a temporary pause to Trimble's march.
As the guns of both sides barked at each other, Trimble and
his men maintained a state of vigilant readiness. The march
to cross the Rappahannock before Pope's forces could inter-
fere had taxed the soldiers, and weariness was visibly
etched on their faces. With the cessation of artillery
fire, Trimble and his men resumed their march. That night
they sprawled on the ground at Jefferson.!?’

At dawn Trimble's brigade had stirred. The next morn-
ing, one of Trimble's men reported, they "crossed on a very

inferior little bridge, the stream at this point being small
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and narrow; the crossing was at Henson's Mill, four miles
above Waterloo. They passed through the village of Orleans
and bivouacked near Salem that night after a long and very
fatiguing march."!2® Trimble slept soundly that evening,
knowing that the water barrier had been crossed and Pope's
right outflanked.

On the 26th, Trimble and his men readied themselves in
the predawn for the order to advance. Ewell's division
marched in advance with Hay's brigade leading, followed sub-
sequently by Trimble's, Lawton's and Early's brigades.!?2°®
The march took them through the Bull Run Mountains at Tho-
roughfare Gap, past Gainesville, to the Alexandria Railroad
at Bristoe Station. They had succeeded in reaching Pope's
rear and were now situated between his army and Washington.
During the last two days, the brigade had marched nearly
sixty miles, subsisted mainly on green corn and half ripe
apples hastily gathered from the fields and orchards that

they had passed.!??

128 Oates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
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While on the march that afternoon, Trimble received
vital information pertaining to Manassas Junction. The mes-
sage read that an assault against Manassas Junction that
night was imperative. Only a few hundred Federal troops
were stationed there, and the depot itself contained incal-
culable supplies intended for Pope's army. Trimble informed
Jackson that a brigade would be more than sufficient for the
task.!3! The ramifications were indeed great. 1In one
thrust, Jackson could resupply his ragged army, while deny-
ing the enemy their source of supply. Whatever Jackson
thought of the plan, he kept it to himself. As Trimble
marched onward, he wondered if his long awaited night as-
sault would receive the necessary sanction and finally be
implemented.

After sunset the Confederates reached Bristoe Station,
which a Federal garrison still occupied. Speedily Ewell
formed his line of battle and attacked the station. In ut-
ter surprise and confusion, the Federal inhabitants fled.
Within seconds, the sound of approaching trains could be
heard coming from Warrenton. These trains were on a return
journey, having just deposited troops for Pope's army on the

Rappahannock. At once Ewell divided his force and ordered

131 "General Trimble Obiturary," The (Baltimore) Sun, Jan.
3, 1888. Also Thomas, History of the Doles-Cook Bri-
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that two points along the Alexandria Railroad be seized.
Taylor's brigade formed in line along the railroad to the
west of the hotel and Trimble's brigade to the east of it.
"A cross-tie was thrown across the track on an embankment
for the purpose of throwing the train from the track," an
Alabamian stated, "but to the surprise of the Confederates,
the cow-catcher threw off the obstruction and the train es-
caped and made its way to Washington, but with several bul-
let holes in it."132

A momentary pause ensued before another train came into
sight. During this interval, another obstruction was erect-
ed and four field guns brought forward to knock the train
off the track if the obstruction failed. The Alabamian
again noted, "then came three long trains in close proximity
to each other. The engine of the first struck the obstruc-
tion {an iron rail], leaped into the air and then tumbled
down the embankment amidst the roar of musketry fire, for
both brigades fired on it."!33 But the engineer of this
train had blown the danger-signal for the trains following
him to stop. Luckily a locomotive engineer from the 21st
North Carolina seized the whistle lever and blew the safety-

signal, whereby the following trains resumed their

132 pates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
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course. 134

A scene of vast destruction soon emerged. For "the en-
gine of the second plowed through the cars of the first
train, throwing them high in the air, and overturning them,
until it was itelf overturned and went crashing down the em-
bankment. The engine of the third came plowing and crashing
along like its predecessor, until it could go no further,
and stopped on the track."!35 Ironically the builder of
railroads had become a destroyer of them. In a dazed state,
Trimble's troops observed the final wreckage while their
commander beamed with delight over the results.

As soon as the dust had settled from the demolished
trains, Trimble began issuing orders. He instructed the
15th Alabama to clear the track of all debris and salvage as
many locomotives and cars as could be reasonably done. Aft-
er repeated efforts to remove the wreckage had failed, Trim-
ble adopted ancther method. The demolished trains were soon
set ablaze, the glow from them lighting up the night sky

around Bristoe Station.!3°6
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Meanwhile, Federal prisoners had revealed that Manassas
Junction--just seven miles away--did contain immense stores
that Trimble had mentioned that very afternoon. In addi-
tion, it appeared likely that the depot would fall to the
torch if Jackson did not act promptly, for the enemy's flee-
ing station garrison and the single train that had managed
to escape would surely spread the alarm far and wide of
Jackson's presence in the area. With an air of dire urgen-
cy, Trimble personally volunteered to lead a night assault
against Manassas Junction.!37 Yet again Jackson vacillated.
With no definite answer, Trimble's brigade went into bi-
vouack a short distance from the railroad tracks. Trimble
could hardly hide his feeling of disappointment.

Then the unexpected happened. Between 9 and 10 p. m.,
an aide-de-camp arrived from Jackson's headgquarters with
welcome news. After rousing Trimble, he delivered the fol-
lowing message: General Jackson directs me to say to you,
that you can, if you choose, take Manassas Station tonight.
He leaves it to your discretion."!38

The restraints had finally been lifted from Trimble's
will to conduct a night assault. Speedily he awakened his

men. Although extremely fatigued and drowsy, they held a
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high affection and deep respect for their commander.
Hastily they assembled.

About 500 men from the 21st North Carolina and 21lst
Georgia rapidly focllowed Trimble down the railrcad tracks
toward Manassas Junction. The night was dark and erie sha-
dows played with the men's imaginations as they trailed be-
hind their commander. Intermittent musketry fire suddenly
split the trangquility of the night. In their front, the 6th
Virginia Cavalry had engaged some Federal pickets guarding a
hospital. Nearing the scene of disturbance, Trimble went
forward to consult with Gen. J. E. B. Stuart.!3?®

A distance of about two miles now separated Trimble
from his ultimate goal. As Trimble later stated: "I re-
ceived no orders from General Stuart as to the disposition
of my force in its advance, and it was not until we received
the fire of the enemy's batteries, half a mile distant from
Manassas Junction, that I disposed the two regiments each on
either side of the railroad."'*?

To the right of the railroad went the 21st North Caro-
lina under the personal command of Trimble, and to the left
of the tracks the 21st Georgia. Arrayed against them were

two enemy batteries, one one each side of the track, and a

139 o, R., XII, Pt. 2, 721, 724.
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strong infantry contingent hidden behind an earthen redoubt.
As Trimble's aide-de-camp, William D. McKim, sat atop the
tracks coordinating the movement of the 2lst Georgia with
that of the 21st North Carolina, the brigade crept to within
100 yards of the enemy's position.!*?

Here Trimble ordered a temporary halt. He first sent
McKim back to inform Stuart of his intended attack and re-
quest from the latter any cavalry support that could be
spared. Next he issued watchwords and responses to the two
regiments, so that his men might recognize each other in
case of a mingled enccunter with the enemy.

Once this had been understood, the regiments advanced.
They were greeted by shell, canister and musketry. Through
the hail of flying iron they ran, each regiment keeping a
compact line in the darkness. The enemy's position seemed
to give way under the sheer weight of the charge. Trimble's
men jabbed frantically with bayonets, swung freely with ri-
fle butts and occasionally let ¢ff a round or two. Within
five minutes the fight was over. Trimble then dispatched an
officer to the north side of the railroad to ascertain the
success of the Georgia regiment. The aide could not immedi-
atedly find them, and cried out, "Halloo, Georgia, where are

you?"

141 1bid., 720.
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The reply was, "Here; all right! We have taken a
battery."

"t
So have we," was the response, whereupon cheers rent

the air.!%2 The time was 12:30 a. m. and Trimble stood in
possession of 8 field guns, 300 prisoners (including a
lieutenant colonel) and a vast storehouse of supplies--all
bought at a low price of 15 wounded men.!%3

McKim's quest for assistance met with a cold reception
from Stuart. Two hours elapsed after Trimble seized the
junction before Stuart and his men arrived. Once there,
Trimble noted with grim disgust, they "commenced an indis-
criminate plunder of the captured horses."!** Trimble shud-
dered when he thought of what might of happened if he had
actually been hard pressed and needed valuable reinforce-
ments. Quickly he divorced himself from the situation, for
much demanded his attention.

Immediately after the fall of the depot, Trimble sought
to ascertain what the depot did in fact possess. "The regi-
ments were employed for several hours gathering up prisoners

and searching through the various buildings."!*® Confeder-
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ates discovered some 200 blacks at the junction. Then a
humorous incident occurred. The men rifled the negro shan-
ties of their contents. Many emerged from doorways bedecked
in "women's hats, with long red ribbons and trimmings at-
tached."'%® To the catcalls of the rest of the men, they am-
bled through the camp exhibiting their newly-found wares.
Trimble must have turned a blind eyed to the whole affair,
for no reference to this event ever appeared in his writ-
ings.

Trimble had indeed netted a bountiful harvest;!%? but
with the approach of dawn, he busied himself with security
matters. He feared that at any moment Federals might launch
an attack on the depot, especially via the Alexandria Rail-
road. In addition to assigning a strong guard detail over
the buildings, Trimble also posted a sizable sentry around
the perimeter of the depot and ordered his regiments to
sleep on their arms. With this he sent Jackson news of his

successful night assault.!%® Gladness filled Trimble's eyes

146 QOates, The War Between the Union and the Confederacy,
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as he contemplated the long day's activities.

As sunshine glistened in the eastern horizon, Trimble
and his men stood guard over the junction. Trimble had dis-
posed his forces to occupy some old batteries and redoubt
positions at the depot, in anticipation of an enemy at-
tack.!?? He was visibly fidgety, as he gazed to the south-
west looking for a telltale sign of Jackson's advance from
Bristoe Station. Soon a courier arrived with sketchy news
from Jackson's headquarters. The General wrote: "Permit me
to congratulate you upon the brillant success with which God
has blessed you; You deserve promotion--The 12th Georgia and
15th Alabama Regiments have been ordered to you this morn-
ing."1'%? Yet bad news abruptly eclipsed this moment, for en-
emy troops had been detected marching down the railroad from
Bull Run. At once Trimble turned to face the new danger.

He ordered his men to "lay upon the ground near the crest of
a ridge just in front of one of the old forts, readying them
to receive the New Jersey men when they approached near
enough, but the men could not be restrained until they got

fairly within range."!3!
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As if on military parade, the enemy brigade drew clo-
ser. Then the roar of an artillery piece rang out. Over-
wrought in excitement, Stuart had indiscreetly ordered the
artillery to commence firing well before the enemy was with-
in range of Trimble's musketry. Luckily the shells hit
their marks with maximum effect, for without cavalry sup-
port, the enemy's formation remained out of the reach of the
Confederate infantry. Immediately Trimble summoned his
troops forward on a brisk run that pursued the enemy for
quite a distance. The chase eventually ended seven miles
later, just ocutside of Centreville. With heavy breath,
Trimble regrouped his brigade and proceeded back to Manassas
Junction. There he received the 12th Georgia and 15th Ala-
bama as previously promised. The 12th Georgia had been de-
tached from Early's brigade and now would become a permanent
fixture within Trimble's command.

The next morning dawned with Jackson's presence still
unknown. During the morning hours, Taliaferro's division
arrived to relieve Trimble. To receive the mass of Jack-
son's incoming troops, Trimble had constructed a series of
tables where each passing soldier received an ample portion
of bacon and hardtack upon reaching the end of the line, he

was allowed 2-3 minutes in which to help himself to whatever

136.
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else the camp possessed. Each man left overloaded with the
richs from the camp.!52

Then disaster struck. Before Trimble's eyes, a massive
sacking of;the stores erupted. With indignation and utter
helplessness he watched.!®3 The disorder had begun when
Gregg's brigade arrived at the Junction. One of the South
Carolinians confessed: "Fine whiskey and segars circulated
freely, elegant lawn and linen handkerchiefs were applied to
noses hitherto blown with the thumb and forefingers, and
sumptuous underclothing was fitted over limbs sunburnt, sore
and vermin-splotched. And many a worn foot received its
protection from the rocky soil."!®*% From that point on, it
became a massive rampage as the contents of one building
after another were spilled on the ground. Trimble stared in
disbelief as all of his labors evaporated in a sea of larce-
ny.

As Trimble and his men commenced their evacuation, the
depot became engulfed in flames. Soon the skyline was black

from burning stores.
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Without additional reinforcements from Longstreet,
Jackson stood little chance of beating his opponent. As
Trimble's brigade pressed toward Bull Run, Pope's army began
to concentrate along the Warrenton Turnpike. A clash ap-
peared imminent. Traversing the old Manassas battlefield,
crossing Blackburn's Ford, and skirting close to Pagedale,
at about dusk, Trimble's brigade came into contact with the
enemy.

Immediately Trimble drew his brigade into battle forma-
tion. Outside Groveton, he became the left wing of the at-
tacking force. The Confederate battle line was scon in
place. Trimble's sector offered the protection of a small
woods. As he conducted a last-minute inspection of his
troops, the feint boom o0f cannon could be heard at Thorough-
fare Gap.!%5 This noise signified Longstreet's impending ap-
proach, and with it, Trimble's heart beat a few decibels
faster. He reassured himself that help was most certainly
on the way.

On Jackson's order, Trimble's brigade advanced. While
Trimble rode in front of the 21st North Carolina, he cried
out the command: "Forward!"!3%® Across an open field marched

the gray line, which soon they encountered an intense bar-
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rage of musketry. Quickly the Southerners returned the fire
with little effect, for the enemy's position was partially
concealed by a dip in the plain. Darkness had now begun to
close in on the battlefield. The contest continued at a
feverish pitch for about an hour and extracted a heavy toll
in casualties.!5’ |

At 8 p. m., an order reached Trimble to renew the at-
tack. Gathering together the 21st North Carolina and 21st
Georgia under his personal command, he advanced into a sheet
of flame. As these two regiments went forward, the 15th
Alabama neglected to hear the order and remained stationary.
One participant wrote: "This exposed the two Twenty-ones to
a front and cross fire from the enemy, who outflanked them,
and whose position under a hill enabled them to see the
forms of Trimble's men against the sky. They rose up when
the Confederate line was within thirty steps, and delivered
a most deadly fire."!®® Momentarily the advancing wave stag-
gered under the forceful impact, but gquickly managed to ral-
ly and stablize its position, only reluctantly ceding ground

when ordered to do so.
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Meanwhile the 15th Alabama started forward. It pursued
a path through a skirt of woods and advanced until it
reached a fence bordering an open field. While gunfire en-
veloped the Alabamians, they paused to discern the enemy's
position. The Federals had posted themselves in a gully
which paralelled the hillside some 20 steps from the fence.
Here confusion reigned supreme; what little organization re-
mained intact in the Confederate regiment soon completely
vanished. All sight had been lost of friend'and foe alike,
and the Alabamians hesitated to direct a fire against the
gully, feeling that the troops there might be fellow com-
rades. Any supportive role that Trimble's other regiments
might have enjoyed was non-existent. Thus, the Federal line
at this point retained its cohesion and escaped the likeli-
hood of being overrun.!53

The 12th Georgia followed on the heels of the Alabamian
assault. Unlike its predecessor, however, when the Georgi-
ans reached the fence, they commenced delivering a spirited
fire directed at the enemy. They continued in this pursuit
until the close of the action, not yielding one inch of

ground on their front.!®?
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Late that evening the Federal army withdrew from its
position and established a new line farther back from the
front. Trimble's brigade collapsed on the battlefield and
slept soundly that night, making no further demonstrations
to challenge the enemy.

Particular elements within Trimble's brigade had suf-
fered severe losses. With daylight the decimation became
clear. 1In the 21st Georgia, the muster roll the previous
afternoon showed 242 men present for duty. Now no more than
69 men answered the roll call. A similar situation pre-
vailed in the 21st North Carolina. The severity of the mo-
ment even touched Trimble, who wrote: "I have never known
so terrible a fire as raged over an hour on both sides" vyes-
terday.!®! To give some small comfort to these two fragment-
ed regiments, he ordered them to undertake burial detail
while the 15th Alabama and 21st Georgia bore the combat of
that day.

At 10 that morning, Trimble ordered the 15th Alabama
and 21st Georgia to advance. They proceeded to the left of
Lawton's brigade. On reaching an unfinished railroad em-
bankment, Trimble instructed his men to prepare a defensive
position and await the attack of the enemy. Large numbers

of the enemy soon appeared on their front. Pope had un-
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leashed his entire army to annihilate Jackson before
Longstreet could join him. The sound of heavy fighting rang
out from the woods to the left. Quickly skirmishers were
driven in along the front and Trimble's 300 man force braced
themselves for the assault.!®?

Meanwhile, Trimble rode off to investigate the gunfire
coming from the woods. He feared that the enemy were in the
process of outflanking his positon and would drive a wedge
between his and Lawton's forces. As he mounted the top of a
hill to observe the enemy advance, a bullet fired from an
enemy sniper struck and shattered his left leg near the
knee. Pain from the wound throbbed throughout his body.
Blood gushed down his leg. Without an accompanying aide to
assist him, Trimble galloped at full speed back toward his
brigade. As he rode he felt lightheaded and struggled to
keer himself in the saddle.!®3 He arrived within his lines
and was borne from the field in a litter. At the field hos-
pital he insisted that the surgeons amputate his leg, but

they refused.!®*
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He waited impatiently for any forthcoming‘news about
his brigade and sought to guestion others to learn the re-
sult of the battle. Even with a serious wound, his enthu-
siasm and aggressive tendencies remained. All that dominat-
ed his mind was the final outcome of the conflict. Less
important questions soon followed. Like for instance: Who
would replace him as commander? How badly had his men suf-
fered during the Federal onslaught? And would General Lee
exXploit the successes gained on the battlefield? Not a ne-
gative thought eclipsed his optimistic outlook. He yearned
to return to the battlefield, but knew he could not physi-
callly do so. He tried to comfort himself with additional
assurances that in the future his military prowess would be
more paramount.

Trimble had much of which to be proud. His long-sought
night attack had proven a spectacular success. In the pro-
cess of fufilling this objective, he had completely won
"Stonewall" Jackson's confidence. Recognition coupled with
promotion could not be far off. He truly symbolized an ef-
fervescent meteor in the night skies of competent Confeder-
ate generalship. Now rest and recuperation were essential

for his continued rise to prominence.



Chapter IV

THE CLIMAX OF BATTLE

Trimble languished at the field hospital only briefly.
His condition remained guarded but not life-threatening. As
socon as new quarters could be arranged, he was carried to
the private residence of a Mr. Foote.!%% Within hours he
resumed a transitory course, this time traveling up the Val-
ley to a more secure place of substenance.

At Front Royal, Trimble found accomodation in the hou-
sehold of a Mrs. Cloud. She and her daughters provided him
with "great dignity and loveliness of character" which bol-
stered his spirits and alleviated the tension brought on by
his injury.!'®® Trimble's wife soon joined him, along with
various family members and close acgaintances. This entour-
age allowed him the privilege of escaping the hardships of
battle while enjoying the endearment of loved ones.

Still the plight of the Army of Northern Virginia did
not go completely unnoticed. For instance, Trimble found
time to read newspapers and talk with recently returned com-

batants from the front in order to keep up with the progress
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of the Maryland invasion. In a bedridden state, Trimble
voiced repeated disgust over what he considered straggling
within General Lee's ranks. He expressed fear that this
single defect would ultimately lead to the ruination of the
entire Confederate war effort. Only with Lee's safe retreat
back across the Potomac river and his encampment at Winches-
ter did Trimble cease worrying about the Confederate mili-
tary situation.!67

Similarly, Trimble was anguished to hear of the exten-
sive casualty toll at Sharpsburg. It seemed that many of
his old brigade's most trustworthy officers and soldiers had
succumbed to the destructful forces of battle. One name
struck deeply at his mental conscious. Captain Duncan
McKim, his most favorite aide-de-camp, had been severely
wounded while carrying orders to the 15th Alabama.!®® Trim-
ble yearned once more to be in command of the Seventh Bri-
gade and felt sadness over his good friend's fate.

On September 22, 1862, Gen. Jackson delivered on his
earlier promise to Trimble. As Jackson mentioned in his
letter to the adjutant general's office: "It is proper to
state, that I do not regard him [Trimble] as a good disci-

plinarian; but his success in battles has induced me to re-
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commend his promotion."!®® Trimble's quest to reach the po-
sition of major general had finally materialized. From
Jackson's character, Trimble knew that far greater resource-
fulness and proficiency were now expected of him. His advo-
cation of aggressive tactics had finally paid off handsome-
ly. With deep satisfaction and excitement, he prepared
himself for a rapid recovery.

On October 15, after a month's rest, Trimble bade fare-
well to the Cloud household and journeyed to Staunton. He
secured lodging with the Opie family who lived one mile out-
side town.!7? With his new residency established, he contin-
ued to keep in close correspondence with Jackson. One par-
ticular letter highlighted his concerns at the time. ©On the
30th Jackson wrote: "Your wishes respecting serving in my
command have been anticipated. I have recommended your pro-
moticn and also a few days since recommended you for the
commander of my division provided you were well."!7! Clearly
Jackson recognized Trimble's fine command qualities, but ow-
ing to his lengthy illness, his bright prospects appeared to

remain in jeopardy.
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Trimble quickly replied to Jackson's overture with
enthusiastic reassurance. On November 5, he wrote: "Permit
me to express the great gratification I feel for any prefer-
ence you have shown me in the command of your division, and
if so fortune as to be assigned to that command I hope to
meet your approbation in the discharge of my duties and to
do more then I yet have done to promote the success of the
great cause now pending. During this month possibly by the
20th I expect to be fit for duty."!72

Trimble's health had improved progressively since the
time he had first contracted his injury. By November 16,
the bone of the leg had knit and the wound nearly closed;
but boils had broken out on the ankle and prevented him from
using crutches to restore the circulation of the leg. The
lansing of these boils only exacerbated his condition.!73
Still Trimble remained optimistic, clinging to the belief
that his minor complications would soon vanish.

As at Front Roval, Trimble continued to enjoy the com-
panionship of family members. His weekly routine revolved
around religious observance on Sundays, while the weekdays
were consumed in a multitude of functions that ranged from

tending to family affairs, finding out the fate of other
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less fortunate Baltimorians after Federal occupation, and
engrossing himself in purely military matters. By mid-De-
cember the battle of Fredericksburg precoccupied much of his
time. His health assumed a mixed status, with recurrent in-
flammation followed by intervals of temporary improvement.
Then, on December 13, a piece of bone was extracted from
above his fractured leg.!’* At once he assumed that the
worst had passed and that soon he would be on crutches.

On December 17, Trimble left Staunton for Chancellors-
ville. Before departing he settled his account with Opie
and sought another medical opinion to his affliction. A Dr.
Garnett suggested that Trimble bathe his leg in a laudanum
and lead solution to reduce the swelling. Trimble followed
such advise, journeyed to Chancellorsville and obtained re-
sidency at a Mrs. Carr's.!753

Administrative duties began to demand a greater poftion
of Trimble's time. Jackson's headguarters urgently request-
ed both the Manassas Junction and Hazel River battlefield
reports. Discrepancies had appeared in J. E. B. Stuart's
and John B. Hood's reports concerning Trimble's involvement
in those battles. Trimble busied himself in collecting the

necessary material to file his reports. In addition, he
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helped Kyd Douglas gather together data for the writing of
Jackson's own battlefield reports beginning with Cross
Keys--but these reports were never completed.!76

The immense struggle with paperwork soon had its re-
wards. On January 1, 1863, Jackson wrote Trimble: "Do you
not think you are well enough to sit in comfortable room and
give orders for a division, so long as it is in camp? If so
I wish you would report for duty. It is important that we
should have permanent commanders. If the division should
march or go into action, then another could for a time disc-
harge your duties. As soon as you report for duty I think
you will be promoted."!'77 Trimble hastened to comply with
his superior's suggestions. On January 10, he reported for
duty in the "Stonewall" Division. He secured a room and
converted it into his headquarters. There he spent the days
reading, writing and conversing.!78®

Trimble's assumption of command brought an end to an
old controversy. The controversy involved William B. Tal-

iaferro and the "Stonewall" Division. Since Charles S. Win-
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der's death at Cedar Mountain, the command of the division
had remained uncertain. Taliaferroc had taken Winder's place
with the aspiration of receiving permanent command. Yet as
Trimble had remarked earlier, the vacant position and promo-
tion should go to an able candidate, such as himself. This
issue lay dormant until Jackson broke the impasse. Trim-
ble's comment of being either a corpse or a major general
appeared to have borne fruit. Much to Taliaferro's chagrin,
he had been passed over for the hard-fighting and aggressive
Trimble. With considerable indignation, Taliaferro request-
ed transfer to a different theater of operations.!’® Trim-
ble's track record had ultimately proven superior to Taliaf-
erro's own actions as commander of the division.

Greater clarification of Trimble's elevation in rank
came on January 19 with Special Order Number 19. The Presi-
dent appointed "Brigadier-General Isaac Trimble to be major-
general, and to report to Lieutenant- General Jackson for
assignment to the command of a division of the Second Army
Corps."'®% Yet one last hurdle had to be cleared to guaran-

tee Trimble's appointment as a major general.
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Senator Louis T. Wigfall appeared to be making
threatening gestures in the Confederate Congress over the
confirmation of military promotions submitted by President
Davis. Chairing the powerful Senate Military Committee,
Wigfall asserted himself in the role of curbing what he be-
lieved was executive despotism.!®! In addition, there exist-
ed a hint of personal animosity between Trimble and Wigfall
dating to late 1861, under such trying circumstances that
the Marylander's chances at promotion dimmed. Yet Trimble
did not allow this setback to hinder his aspirations, for he
quickly recruited his own political supporters to combat
Wigfall's actions. Writing to Alexander R. Boteler of Vir-
ginia {(a well-known friend of Jackson's), Trimble received a
favorable response to his request for assistance. Boteler
promised Trimble "that he would see Senators, give them
facts and be prepared to defeat the designs of Wigfall which
he thought easy to do."!82 Boteler's analysis proved cor-
rect. On April 23, 1863, the Senate cfficially confirmed

Trimble's promotion to major general.!®3
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On February 1, Trimble officially assumed command of
the "Stonewall" division. By the 12th, he felt well enough
to make a visit. He rode his horse for the first time in
five months and proceeded some five miles to converse with
Brig. Gen. John R. Jones. During the ride he experienced no
pain or inconvience. This buoyed his spirits, and the next
day he journeved to the Third Brigade's lines along Skink-
er's Neck. On finishing his brief tour, Trimble discovered
that he felt a little fatigued.!?®*

Duties concerning his division soon absorbed a bulk of
his time and energy. The needed improvement of existing
roads in his sector and the proper care of the division's
horses became vital issues requiring immediate attention.
With no renewed fighting, the troops under his command be-
came restless. Extensive furloughs were granted to officers
and men. Trimble also found time to pen a letter to General
Lee in which he discussed a plan to attack Washington in the
spring.!85%

With a relaxed atmosphere prevalent at military head-
quarters, Trimble had an opportunity to supervise a Maryland
gesture of gratitude involving Lee's conduct. At the behest

of a group of Baltimore ladies, Trimble oversaw the presen-
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tation of a splendid sword and sash hoporing Lee's great
military exploits.'®® Trimble felt immensely proud over the
patriotic zeal exhibited by the fine women of Baltimore.

His appearance as commander of the "Stonewall" Division
sparked admiration among the men. Kyd Douglas observed:
"There was fight enough in Trimble to satisfy a heard of
tigers."!®7 Yet Trimble also had a milder side when reli-
gious worship was concerned. During this particular winter
season, he actively encouraged his soldiers to erect a log
cabin chapel for Sunday services and urged them to attend
regularly.!®® He exhibited an even-tempered nature that em-
bodied a devotion to military duty and a reverence to Chris-
tian principles.

As time progressed, graver problems began to surface.
By the end of February, the desertion rate in the Army of
Northern Virginia had reached a critical state. Within the
"Stonewall" Division, speedy punishment against offenders
resulted. Kyd Douglas noticed in Gen. Frank "Bull" Paxton's
brigade that the penalty of flogging had been restored.
Early in February, six men were court-martialed; one was

sentenced to six months' hard labor with ball and chain, two
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were to be flogged, and three were ordered shot.!®°® On Fe-
bruary 27, one of the condemned died before a firing squad.

On March 1, Trimble addressed the division over the is-
sue of desertion and announced that the President had par-
doned the remaining accused. His speech went right to the
root of the problem. "You have all now seen that desertion
is to be followed by a gloomy retribution," he stated, "if
any of you have heretofore considered this offense as trivi-
al, you must now see your error."

Trimble then commenced to expound on this idea. Gradu-
ally his speech took on substance and clarity. He contin-
ued: "By permitting this crime to exist, our armies would
be destroyed, our liberties subverted and all that is dear
to freemen--property, home and honorable independence-- giv-
en up to rapacity and violence of a savage enemy--who knows
no sense of honor, justice or pity--all these evils would be
self-inflicted by the prevalence of desertion, and not by

the arms or skill of our enemies."!?%¢
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The men, he believed, must be the conscious guardians
of discipline or else face the permanent loss of their li-
berties. Such a speech had a positive effect over the men
and helped to elevate morale.

As the turmoil subsided over desertions, Trimble's mind
turned to other matters. One aspiration that held particu-
lar appeal involved a surprise attack on the enemy. On
March 28, Lee replied to Trimble's proposed military plan.
Lee showed a reluctance to commit valuable resources to an
attack he considered costly in the expenditure of men and
material. The tactic of surprise, he contended, would be
lost i1f a trestle bridge were built across the Rappahannock,

since the enemy could so easily detect it. Lee concluded:

"The idea of securing the provisions, wagons, [and] guns of
the enemy, is truly tempting. . . . The movement you sug-
gest. . . has been at various times studied, canvassed with

those who would be engaged in their execution, but no prac-
tical solution of the difficulties to be overcome has vyet
been reasonably reached.”!?®!

About a week into March, Trimble received good news
from home. His son John had been appointed a midshipsman

within the Confederate navy. The general was especially
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grateful to a Capt. Smith Lee for his son's commission.
John had been ordered to Charleston, S. C., to begin active
duty.!°®?

During that spring, Trimble developed a highly imagina-
tive idea. It involved an enterprising scheme to feed the
half-starved army. His order placed extreme emphasis on the
collection of edible wild plants not normally considered for
human consumption. Such things as "dandelion, poke sprouts,
curl leaf dock, lambs gquarter, sheep sorrel, water cresses
and other items were to be gathered daily to help augment
the division's meager diet."!?3 The outcome only proved par-
tially successful, for by mistake other noxious things were
included that brought disagreeable results when eaten.
Trimble's idea had merit, but it lacked the necessary gquali-
fied staff to guarantee its success.

On April 13, Trimble suffered a serious setback in
health. In performing his military duties, he became wet
and contracted a cold. His state of health diminished ra-
pidly and he developed a case of erysipelas. The illness
soon evolved into a graver complication, that of osteomyeli-
tis. Curtailment of all physical activity ensued. Trimble

later would proclaim: "Thanks to_the Angel of Mercy, which
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in mid-heaven stayed the shadowy wing of death's swift mes-
senger, [I was] saved."!®% However, recovery was a slow and
tedious process.

On April 27, feeling somewhat better, Trimble took
leave of his division and journeyed to Richmond. Along the
way, his travel became interrupted because of an enemy ca-
valry raid on the Confederate capital. Once the menace had
passed, Trimble found quarters in the city at the home of an
old friend, J. W. Clarke.!®® There Trimble rested and con-
templated his future.

Early in May, his newly proclaimed division saw action
at Chancellorsville. Trimble's division, under Gen. Raleigh
E. Colston, experienced high casualties. With heavy heart
Trimble acknowledged the deaths of two on his personal
staff. Captain W. Duncan McKim was killed while conducting
reinforcements to the front line. Major Alfred Hoffman also
fell in action. In addition, Charles E. Grogan sustained a
severe wound.!?8 For Trimble, the agonies of war had struck
a painful blow. As the loss of these able men numbed his
senses, word arrived of the deaths of Gens. Jackson and

Frank "Bull" Paxton, along with Colston's alledged incompe-
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tency.!®? A feeling of helplessness and dispair rent through
Trimble as he struggled to overcome his malady.

Command of the "Stonewall" Division passed to Maj.
Gen. Edward Johnson. Plenty of rest and relaxation prompted
an improvement in Trimble's health. By mid-May he could
mount a horse for a daily ride. On Monday, May 18, Trimble
set out for Shocco Springs, N. C. He hoped to hasten his
recovery by treating his ailing leg to the warm spring wa-
ters. At the end of the first day he had reached Warrenton,
where he felt extremely fatigued from the journey's labors.
After a good night's sleep, however, he felt refreshed
enough to resume his trip. Going by stage, he became nause-
ous and vomitted. That night he lay in bed with a fever;
but by morning he was well enough to travel again. In such
an unsteady state he reached Shocco Springs to begin his
treatment.!®8

With the energy of an untiring warrior, Trimble wrote
Lee in search of military duties. In his May 15 letter he
said: "I am so near recovery from the severe attack of camp
erysipelas, that my return to duty is looked forward to with
much eagerness. I therefore respectfully ask to be placed

in some command in your Army of Northern Virginia, where I
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may, in your opinion, be most useful to our cause."!??

Lee responded quickly to Trimble's inquiry. "I hope
you will recover your strength, but you must not return to
the field until able to undergo its fatigues. I have a pro-
position to make. It is that you take command (if able) of
the Shenandoah Valley (Col. Davidson is in local command at
Staunton and Gen. Jenkins with his cavalry below) and you
will have all the Maryland troops which I hope you will be

able to organize and build up into something respectable."

Lee added further: "You will . . . have free permission to
capture Milroy. Supply us with commissary stores and take
Maryland as soon as you can. Let me know when you will be

able to enter on your new command and I will issue the ord-
er."29% At an instant, Lee had offered Trimble an indepen-
dent command with all the complexities and challenges inhe-
rent in such a position.

Lee's offer encompassed a glimmering prospect that
Trimble had often desired. Marylanders throughout their ca-
reer in Confederate service had been denied any symbol of
state distinction or identity. ©Only in one case, the 1lst
Maryland--which became the 2nd--did this rule fluctuate.

Trimble, who represented the highest ranking Maryland Con-
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federate, had the opportunity to eradicate this flagrant in-
justice. Still the task was replete with many pitfalls.
Trimble was expected to raise the Maryland corps primarily
from newly arriving conscripts, for the Army of Northern
Virginia could not spare any troops already within its
ranks. Since the early days of the war, the flow of Mary-
land recruits had ebbed. Now a state of deficient quantity
prevailed. In a debilitated condition, and with Lee prepar-
ing to go on the military offensive, Trimble's likelihood of
fashioning a Maryland corps appeared slim. An air of skep-
ticism overcame Trimble as he readied himself for new du-
ties.

In a May 25 reply, Trimble accepted the proposed com-
mand in the Shenandoah Valley. "I thank you for the honor

" he wrote Lee, "I hesitate to incur so

you would confer,
great a responsibility, after the brilliant achievements of
General Jackson in that district, but as I know the country
well, having been in his command last year, I will hope, by
diligence and zealous effort, and with the favor of Divine
Providence, for success under such orders."20!

On May 28, Trimble was assigned the command of the Val-

ley and ordered to proceed to Staunton for orders.2?%2 Yet it
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was June 19 before Trimble departed for Staunton to assume
his new command. Riding on horseback, he arrived their on
the 22nd. There he found his forces absent, they being
moved to Maryland in support of Lee's invasion. Trimble did
not hesitate, but instead rode down the valley, in an at-
tempt to overtake Lee. On the 24th, he intercepted Lee near
Berryville. "As soon as the courtesies of meeting had
passed, he [Lee] said: 'You are tired and hungry. If you
will step down to the mess, you may find some remains of a
fine mutton which kind friends have sent us. After eating
come up and we will talk.'"293 Clearly Trimble knew that the
situation had changed drastically and he wondered what new
function Lee might call upon him to perform.

Once lunch had been finished, Trimble called again at
General Lee's gquarters. Finding him alone at his tent, a
casual conversation ensued. Trimble began by saying:

"Well, General, you have taken away all my troops. What am

I to do?"

Lee replied: "Yes, we had no time to wait for you, but
you must go with us and help to conquer Pennsylvania." Con-
tinuing, Lee noted: "We have again outmaneuvered the enemy,

who even now don't know where we are or what are our de-

signs. Our whole army will be in Pennsylvania the day after
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to-morrow, leaving the enemy far behind and obliged to
follow us by forced marches. I hope with these advantages
to accomplish some signal result and to end the war if Pro-
vidence favors us."2%% To Trimble, this is what he had long
wanted. The image of liberating Maryland from Federal tyr-
anny and successfully carrying the war into the enemy's ter-
ritory now seemed close at hand. A wry smile crossed Trim-
ble's face as he stood before Lee.

Next Lee turned to the subject of the Confederate
army's conduct while in southern Pennsylvania. The command-
ing general seemed disturbed over the possible rash behavior
his men might show in the course of marching through Penn-
sylvania. Lee spoke of numerous letters he had received
from prominent Southern citizens that urged "retaliatory
acts" directed against Pennsylvanians in compensation for
former Northern atrocities. Lee then remarked: "What do
you think should be our treatment of people in Pennsylva-
nia?"

Trimble commented: '"General, I have never thought that
a wanton destruction of property of noncombatants in an ene-
my's country advanced any cause. Our aims are higher than
to make war on the defenseless citizens or women and chil-

dren."

204 Tbid.
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With that, Lee said: "These are my own views. I
cannot hope that heaven will prosper our cause when we are
violating its laws. I shall, therefore, carry on the war in
Pennsylvania without offending the sanction of a high civi-
lization and of Christianity."2%% An offical order from
Lee's headguarters a few days later reiterated what Lee and
Trimble had agreed upon during their conference.?206

On June 26, Trimble accompanied the Army of Northern
Virginia into Maryland. He was still full of ideas, for he
stated: "I met him [General Lee] in Hagerstown and suggest-
ed sending at once a brigade to Balimore to take that city,
rouse Maryland, and thus embarrass the enemy. He [Lee] so

far considered the plan as to write to Gen. A. P. Hill, the

205 Ibid., 209-10.

206 Ibid., 210. Lee's June 27 order from Chambersburg read:
"The commanding general had observed with marked satis-
faction the conduct of the troops on the march and con-
fidently anticipates results commensurate with the high
spirit they have manifested. No troops could have dis-
played greater fortitude or better performed the arduous
duties of the past ten days. Their conduct in other re-
spects has, with few exceptions, been in keeping with
their character as soldiers and entitles them to appro-
bation and praise. There have, however, been instances
of forgetfulness on the part of some that they have in
keeping the yet unsullied reputation of the army and
that the duties exacted of us by civilization and Chris-
tianity are not less obligatory in the country of the
enemy than in our own. The commanding general considers
that no greater disgrace could befall the army and
through it our whole people than the perpetration of the
barbarous outrage upcon the innocent and defenseless and
wanton destruction of private property that have marked
the course of the enemy in our country. Such proceed-
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only corps commander near, to ask if he could spare a bri-
gade for that purpose. General Hill told me he had sent a
reply to General Lee that it would reduce his force too much
so 1t was not done."2?7 possible.

That afternoon Lee and Trimble again met to discuss de-
velopments affecting the army. Trimble observed: "He [Lee]
called me to where he was seated and unfolding a map of
Pennsylvania, asked me about the topography cof the country
east of South Mountain in Adams County and around Gettysburg
and said with a smile: '"As a civil engineer, you may Know
more about it than any of us.'" Trimble then described the
terrain in detail for General Lee, emphasizing that "almost

every square mile contained good positions for battle or

ings not only disgrace the perpetrators and all connect-
ed with them, but are subversive of the discipline and
efficiency of the army and destructive of the ends of
our present movements.

"It must be remembered that we make war only upon
armed men and that we cannot take vengeance for the
wrongs our people have suffered without lowering our-
selves in the eyes of all whose abhorrence has been ex-
cited by the atrocities of our enemy and offending
against Him to whom vengeance belongeth and without
whose favor and support our efforts must all prove in
vain.

"The commanding general, therefore, earnestly ex-
horts the troops to abstain with most scrupulous care
from unnecessary or wanton injury to private property,
and he enjoins upon all officers to arrest and bring to
summary punishment all who shall in any way offend
against the orders on this subject.”

207 Ibid.
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skillful maneuvering."2?°® Lee seemed to nod his head in ap-
proval as Trimble paused.

Next Lee began to lay out his military strategy. Lee
stated: "Our army is in good spirits, not overfatigued, and
can be concentrated on any one point in twenty-four hours or
less. I have not yet heard from General Stuart. When [the
enemy] hear where we are, they will make forced marches to
interpose their forces between us and Baltimore and Phila-
delphia. They will come up, probably through Frederick,
broken down with hunger and hard marching, strung out on a
long line, and much demoralized when they come into Pennsyl-
vania. I shall throw an overwhelming force on their ad-
vance, crush it, follow up the success, drive one corps back
on another, and by successive repulses and surprises before
they can concentrate create a panic and virtually destroy
the army."29? In short, Trimble had been briefed on Lee's
general intentions. Lee now paused and perused Trimble's
face for some visible reaction.

Trimble did not waste a moment. "The plan ought to be

successful," he responded, "as I never knew our men to be in

finer spirits in any [other] campaign."

209 Ibid.
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Lee noted: "That is, I hear, the general impres-
sion."2!% As the meeting adjourned, Lee informed Trimble
that he had reserved a special task for him.

As Trimble started to leave, however, Lee motioned for
him to remain a moment. Lee placed his hand on the map over
Gettysburg and said: "Hereabout we shall probably meet the
enemy and fight a great battle; and if God gives us the vic-
tory, the war will be over, and we shall achieve the recog-
nition of our independence." He concluded by saying: '"Gen-
eral Ewell's forces are by this time in Harrisburg; if not,
go and join him and help to take the place."?2!!

Trimble proceeded to the vicinity of Carlisle. On Sun-
day, June 28, he located Gen. R. S. Ewell at Carlisle Bar-
racks. Trimble's military role within the Army of Northern
Virginia had changed dramatically since he had first depart-
ed the Shenandoah Valley. He was now serving at the behest
of Lee as a volunteer member of Ewell's staff. Trimble's
desire to be at the front, even though he could not exercise
command over a combat unit, had prompted him to undertake
this administrative task.2!2 With warmth, Trimble greeted

Ewell at the commander's gquarters. After Ewell's inquiry of

210 Ipbid.
211 1bid., 211.

212 wilbur S. Nye, Here Come the Rebels! (Baton Rouge,
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Trimble's health and how General Lee was doing, the two of-

ficers got down to serious matters.

Trimble readily became dismayed over what he considered
to be Ewell's inactivity. As Trimble later recalled: "Gen-
eral Early had been sent to York, but no force against Har-
risburg. I told General Ewell that it could easily be tak-
en, and I thought General Lee expected it. I volunteered to
capture the place with one brigade, and it was arranged that
we should start before day Tuesday morning."21!3

Under Trimble's applied pressure, Ewell sent orders to
Gens. Jubal A. Early and Albert G. Jenkins that they move
toward Harrisburg. The former officer responded by marching
to Wrightsville on the Susquehanna, and the latter deployed
his cavalry within three miles of the Pennsylvania capital.
Trimble hoped that Ewell's delay had not jeopardized the
whole Confederate military operation.

Ewell and Trimble then settled down to attending to
more superficial chores. Ewell had proclaimed this day in
Carlisle as a semi-religious holiday. Two religious servic-
es were performed that day at the Barracks. Ewell and his

staff attended both.2!'?

213 confederate Veteran, XXV (1917), 211.

214 Nye, Here Come the Rebels!, 308. See also McDonald,
Make Me a Map of the Valley, 135.
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Then a more lively event captured the army's attention.
That afternoon at Carlisle Barracks, Ewell conducted a flag
raising ceremony. Rodes's division provided the honor
guard, while the 32nd North Carolina oversaw the raising of
the flag. The bands played merrily, and soldiers within the
ranks hooted and hollered. As the Confederate flag floated
above the Barracks, Gens. Rodes, Trimble, Daniels, Ewell and
others delivered patriotic speeches. Just at the oral cli-
max, a thunderstorm erupted and forced the participants to
seek shelter.?2!5

The next day brought a mixed bag of results. Following
Trimble's advice, Ewell ordered Rodes's division to march
down the road toward Harrisburg. At last the seizure of the
Pennsylvania capital appeared assured. Yet as afternoon
slipped into evening, a courier arrived from Lee's headquar-
ters. Lee's dispatéh read: "The enemy had crossed the Po-
tomac on the 26th and 27th with an order to cross at once
the South Mountain 'and march to Cashtown or Gettysburg, ac-
cording to circumstances.'"?!® That night, as rain drenched
the surrounding countryside, Ewell was in a testy mood.
Trimble knew that Ewell had waited too long to attack Har-

risburg, and he pondered whether Ewell would act decisively

215 Ibid.
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enough in executing Lee's new orders.

On June 30, Ewell redirected Rodes's division to leave
Carlisle and proceed toward Heidelberg. The Confederates
reached their destination about dusk. That night Ewell
called together Early, Johnson and Trimble to discuss the
quandary confronting him. The tone of Ewell's voice sounded
uncertain. "Information had come of the arrival of the 1llth
Corps of the enemy at Gettysburg, and he was undecided what
to do under his order. . . ."

When asked, General Early commented negatively to the
idea of concentrating Ewell's forces in the vicinity of
Cashtown or Gettysburg. Trimble next said: "I could inter-
pret it in but one way after hearing from General Lee a few
days before of his plan to attack the advance of the enemy
wherever found with a superior force and throw it back in
confusion on the main body, and that, as this advance was 1n
Gettysburg, we should march to that place and notify General
Lee accordingly."?!7 Once Trimble had expressed his opinion,
Ewell ended the meeting--still undecided on what approach he
would take the next day.

July 1 dawned with Ewell personally commanding Rodes's
division. This division had arisen between seven and eight

o'clock with orders to proceed to Middletown. As Trimble
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later recalled: "I suggested that place [Middletown] to be
indirectly on the way to both Cashtown and Gettysburg and
that a courier should be sent to General Lee for positive
orders."

Around 10 o'clock, Ewell's force passed through the
town and received orders from Hill to hasten to Gettysburg.
Rodes's division now was the spearhead of Ewell's probe.

The unit marched some seven miles to the outskirts of Get-
tysburg.

There about noon it formed a battle line. Moving in a
northwesterly direction down the Middletown road, it main-
tained a brisk pace. Trimble guided the division as it
sought to reach the high ground on Oak Ridge. Shortly the
sound of Hill's artillery raking the enemy's position atop
Seminary Ridge could be heard. Then Trimble noted: "Rodes
at once engaged with his infantry on our right, and his bat-
teries opened against those of the enemy just in front of
town, while one of his brigades was extended on our left, by
General Ewell's order, out into the low ground toward and
beyond the Emmitsburg Road."?!® The initial stage of the

battle of Gettysburg had begun.




124

With Rodes's division well positioned, Early's troops
appeared on the left. By 2 P. M., the combined efforts of
Rodes and Hill had succeeded in dislodging the enemy from
their original fortified position. Trimble remarked: '"From
the position I was in [Oak Ridge] I could command a view a
mile and a half in extent from one flank to the other and
noticed that the whole space in open fields was covered with
Union soldiers retreating in broken masses toward the town
from our own and General Hill's front."21?9

Quickly Ewell made his appearance, and in the accompa-
niment of Trimble, the two made their way towards the center
of town. They came upon some recently captured enemy soldi-
ers. The temptation to converse proved too great. Trimble
quickly spoke to an enemy officer being escorted to the
rear. "Fortune is against you today," he commented. The
officer responded: '"We have been worse whipped than
ever."22% At this comment, Ewell and Trimble peered at each
other with glee. Next they spurred their horses and rode
rapidly for the town. The Federal army appeared to be on

the verge of collapse.

219 Ibid.

220 1pbid.
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Upon entry into the town, they found pandemonium. As
Ewell led his staff through the congested streets, a shot
rang out from a nearby house. Ewell appeared to be the tar-
get. Luckily the bullet harmlessly struck the old General's
wooden leg. Thereafter, Ewell left the city and headed for
a farmhouse in the vicinity of the almshouse. There he es-
tablished a temporary headquarters. The time was around 3
P. M. and all signs of battle had died away. Trimble re-
marked: "We had won [the battle] handsomely."221

As victory stared Ewell in the face, a disturbing fea-
ture emerged. He appeared to cast about in an uneasy state.
Trimble addressed the problem to Ewell frankly. '"Well, Gen-
eral, we have had a grand success. Are you not going to
follow it up and push our advantage?"

Ewell responded by eluding to Lee's wish of not bring-
ing on a major engagement until he had arrived on the field.

Trimble countered: "That hardly applies to the present
state of things, as we have fought a hard battle already and
should secure the advantage gained."222 Trimble was visibly
displeased. He saw Lee's intention of smashing the Federal
army through piecemeal destruction threatened by Ewell's

timidity. While others in the group appeared sympathetic to

221 1bid.

222 1bid.
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Tr;mble's views, nothing changed. Trimble's attempt at
prodding Ewell into action failed.

At once Trimble set out to reconnoiter the terrain.
Riding to the north, Trimble came upon a wooded hill nor-
theast of Gettysburg, known as Culp's Hill. Trimble noticed
its preeminent elevation in comparison to the surrounding
countryside. Even Cemetery Hill shrank in stature to this
hill. Briefly Trimble examined the various angles of the

hill and then hurried off to inform Ewell of his new discov-

ery.

Around 4 P. M., Trimble located Ewell at his makeshift
headguarters. Ewell looked rather embarrassed as he awaited
word from Lee. Trimble spoke quickly: "General, there

(pointing to Culp's Hill) is an eminence of commanding posi-
tion and not now occupied, as it ought to be by us or the
enemy soon. I advise you send a brigade and hold it if we
are to remain here."

Ewell retorted: "Are vou sure it commands the town?"

Trimble briskly replied: '"Certainly it does, as you
can see, and it ought to be held by us at once.'"223

Then the coversation became heated, with Trimble's as-

sertiveness apparent.

223 1bid., 211-12.
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Randolph McKim noted Trimble's boldness at this junc-
ture. Trimble explained: "Give me a division and I will
engage to take that hill."

Ewell abruptly declined the offer.

Next Trimble said: "Give me a brigade and I will do
it."

Still Ewell responded negatively.

In final desperation Trimble uttered: "Give me a good
regiment and I will take that hill."

Ewell responded with a firm no.

At this, Trimble thrust out his sword and shouted: "I
will not serve any longer under such an officer!"22%

Cff Trimble rode in search of Lee, hoping to find the
General before the Federals fortified Culp's Hill. Soon,
however, he returned to Ewell's encampment alone and spent
the night there.

July 2 dawned guiet. Culp's Hill had been fortified.
At 9 A. M. Lee appeared at Ewell's headquarters. With Ewell
absent, Trimble greeted the commander. Lee asked Trimble
where a vantage point might be found to survey the entire
battlefield. Trimble suggested the cupola atop the alms-
house. Both men proceeded to the building and climbed the

stairs to the top. From this view, Cemetery Hill, Round Top

224 g H.S.P., XL (1915), 273.
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and Culp's Hill could easily be seen. Lee turned to Trimble
and said: "The enemy have the advantage of us in a shorter
and inside line, and we are too much extended. We did not
or we could not pursue our advantage of yesterday, and now
the enemy are in good position."225

Trimble nodded his head in approval and thought back to
the blunders committed by Ewell the day before. Lee's
smashing victory had been sidetracked by Ewell's reluctance
to attack. Then both men departed, traveling first to A. P.
Hill's headquarters and later to other points. At each
stop, Lee took up the topic he had recently discussed with
Trimble.

As the day progressed and consultation gave way to de-
cision, Lee appeared to opt for a concentration of his forc-
es on the right to break the enemy lines. Yet to the sur-
prise of Trimble, the movement failed to materialize.
Instead, Lee ordered Longstreet to attack on the right,
which he did about 4 P. M. Similarly, near sunset, Ewell's
forces assailed Culp's and Cemetery Hill. Longstreet's at-
tack bogged down at Little Round Top. Ewell's attack con-
tinued into the darkness and waited to be settled at first
light the next morning. The second day of battle drew to a

close with no clear-cut advantage for either side. With the
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din of battle so distinct, Trimble itched at the opportunity
to participate.

The third day of battle ushered in an expectation of
renewed hostilities. Lee's flanking movements against the
enemy had failed; now he prepared to commit the fresh divi-
sion of George E. Pickett into the fray. Lee's order of
the day read: '"General Longstreet will make a vigorous at-
tack on his front; General Ewell will threaten the enemy on
the left or make a vigorous attack should circumstances
justify it; General Hill will hold the center at all ha-
zards."226

Trimble paced feverishly as he awaited the outcome of
Lee's order. Every moment seemed an eternity to Trimble.
In despair, he implored Lee to assign him to active combat
command. Two positions were open, one in Henry Heth's and
the other in Dorsey Pender's division. At noon Trimble re-
ceived an order to proceed to Pender's division and assume
command. Trimble at once embarked for that destination.

When Trimble reached Pender's division, he found Brig.
Gen. James H. Lane in charge. Lane had already reported to
Longstreet and complied with that General's wishes, moving
his two brigades to the rear and right of Heth's (now J. J.

Pettigrew's) division. Trimble's new command consisted of

226 1bid.
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Scales's brigade with the 13th, 16th, 22nd, 34th and 38th
North Carolina, and Lane's brigade with the 7th, 18th, 28th,
33rd and 37th North Carolina. Without further ado, Trimble
began to inspect his troops.

At a single glance, Trimble noticed his two brigades
bore the marks of recent and heavy combat. The ranks were
extensively depleted, and few line officers remained. Yet
even 1f the two brigades appeared in a shabby condition,
Trimble felt inspired by their rough composure.

He immediately sought to reinstitute confidence within

his troops. The new commander spoke briefly to his assem-
bled men. '"No gun should be fired until the enemy line was
broken," and Trimble vowed that he would advance with them

to the farthest point.227 Then he rode down the entire bat-
tle line, reiterating his previous address and adding: "I
am a stranger to you and have been sent to command you in
the absence of your wounded general, and will lead you upon
Cemetery Ridge."22% With that, Trimble settled down to await
the command to attack.

Around 1 o'clock a terrific artillery bombardment
erupted from the center of the Confederate line. The ground

trembled and gquaked as a multitude of shells were hurled
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against the enemy positions along Cemetery Ridge. Quickly
the Federal gunners responded and shells began to rain down
on the Confederate lines. Trimble's men were posted in a
woods and therefore escaped much of the destructive fire.
For nearly two hours the artillery duel lasted. Only when
the Federal batteries slackened their fire and the Confeder-
ates countered with a short but intensive volley did the
battlefied once again revert back to a semi-tranquil state.

As the guns fell silent, the smoke obscuring Cemetery
Ridge began to lift. Trimble peered anxiously across the
open plain for telltale signs of massive destruction. Sur-
prisingly, nothing could be detected beyond the stone wall
crowning the ridge. The bulk of the enemy fortifications
remained hidden from view.

As Trimble continued to scan the opposite ridge, he
thought momentarily to himself about the upcoming charge.
He hoped that the enemy artillery had been effectively disa-
bled. He also knew his men must cross nearly a mile and a
gquarter distance before reaching the summit of Cemetery
Ridge.22°? In striving to gain this ojective, the attackers
would encounter numerous fences and depressed areas that
would hinder their advance. Shrugging off this concern, he

prepared his two brigades for the charge.
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Scales's brigade occupied the right with Lane's brigade
on the left. Perched on the far west side of Seminary
Ridge, they awaited the signal to charge. Trimble looked at
his troops one last time, making sure that they were proper-
ly organized to begin the advance. Around 3 p. m. orders
arrived to commence the charge.

Pettigrew's divison moved forward at a steady pace.
About 150 yards behind and in support followed Trimble's
force. "As soon . . . as Pettigrew's and Trimble's divi-
sions fairly appeared in the open ground at the top of Semi-
nary Ridge, furious discharges of artillery were poured on
them from the line in their front, and from their left flank
by the line which overlapped them near Gettysburg."230

The men under Trimble endured the artillery fire and
soon came into contact with small arms fire. As they con-
tinued to advance, they exhibited the poise and grace of be-
ing on parade. Whenever a soldier fell, the line quickly
closed up and filled the existent hole. Onward they
marched.

Trimble occupied a central position in the attacking
wave. He had stationed himself between his two brigades.

As he rode atop his horse Jinny, he noticed that Pickett's

division on his right struck the enemy works first. In

230 Ibid.
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front, Pettigrew's division being about "one hundred and
fifty yards from the Emmettsburg road, seemed to sink into
the earth under the tempest of fire poured into them."23! On
the left, Davis' and Brockenbrough's brigades faltered under
the weight of an enemy flanking barrage of musketry. With
each additional step, the deadliness of artillery and small
arms fire became more pronounced.

Shortly a courier came running back with a message from
Pettigrew. In a breathless voice, Captain Louis G. Young,
instructed Trimble to hasten forward in support of Petti-
grew.232 Trimble motioned for his men to accelerate their
pace, and he also directed them to wheel farther to the left
in order to protect the newly exposed flank. He stated:

"We passed over the remnant of their [Pettigrew's] line, and
immediately after some one close to my left, sung out,
'"Three cheers for the 0ld North State;' when both brigades
sent up a hearty shout; on which I said to my aid, 'Charley
[Grogan], I believe those fine fellows are going intoc the
enemy's line.'"232 At that instant, a savage battle raged

over the fence bordering the Emmittsburg road.
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Momentarily Trimble's attention shifted from his front
to that on the right. Pickett's charge had preceded Trim-
ble's and had been centered around the copse of trees to the
south. Now Trimble was anxious to see how the attack
faired. He noted: "I perceived that the enemy's fire
seemed to slacken there, and men in squads were falling back
on the west side of the Emmittsburg road."22% Not a moment
could be lost.

At the fence his troops took cover and sortied with the
enemy. While so engaged, many within his command fell wvic-
tim to the enemy's musketry and artillery. Trimble knew his
men could not long endure such punishing blows. He there-
fore attempted to resume the charge. On horseback and ap-
pearing impertinent to the destructiul fire around him, he
coaxed his men to mount the fence and head for the stone
wall beyond. While employed in such labors, he was struck
in the left leg by a musket ball.?2?3%

Trimble stayed at the fence while his men surged toward
the stonewall. More and more within the ranks succumbed to

the murderous fire directed against them. Lane recalled:

234 Ibid.
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"When within a few hundred yards of the enemy's works, the
line in front being entirely gone, the division moved rapid-
ly up, connecting with the troops on the right, still stub-
bornly contesting the ground with the enemy, reserving their
fire until within easy range, and then opening with telling
effect, driving the artillerists from their guns, completely
silencing them, and breaking the line of supports formed on
the crest of the hill."236

As the Confederate battle flags waved atop Cemetery
Ridge, the smoke of battle drifted across the landscape.
Impatiently Trimble awaited the result. Seated upon his
wounded horse with his aide beside him, Trimble felt sad
over being unable to participate in the current fighting.
Then his aide, Charlie Grogan spoke: "General, the men are
falling back, shall I rally them?"

To this question, Trimble again turned to his right.
What he saw consisted of "a few men in squads moving to the
rear, and at a considerable distance from the Emmettsburg
road." Trimble paused and said: "No, Charley, the best
thing these brave fellows can do, is to get out of this."237
Trimble then walked his enfeebled horse in the direction of

his retreating men.
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The effects of battle were everywhere visible among his
men. Many could not walk without the help of others. All
appeared tired and worn-out. Trimble noted that they
marched back in a slow, deliberate and orderly fashion. Of
his staff, all had lost their horses to enemy fire. Charlie
Grogan remained the only member to escape injury. Trimble's
men had marched the farthest, been exposed the longest, and
were the last to leave the field. As Trimble eyed his re-
treat, he concluded that "Pickett's, Pettigrew's and his own
division were literally 'shot to pieces.' And the small
remnants, who broke the first Federal line, were too feeble
to hold what they had gained."238

Trimble halted his troops at their old position on Sem-
inary Ridge. He dismounted from his wounded horse and
briefly examined the makeshift line of defense being con-
structed. Feeling faint from his wound, he nevertheless ad-
dressed his men: "That is right, my brave fellows, stand
your ground, and we will presently serve these chaps as they
have us."23° When the enemy attack failed to materialize,
Trimble turned command over to Gen. Lane. As he departed,
Lane heard Trimble say: "If the troops I had the honor to

command today couldn't take that position, all hell can't
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take it."24°0

At the field hospital, Trimble's condition steadily
worsened. The next morning, July 4, he was informed that
amputation of his left leg, below the knee, had become ne-
cessary. William C. Oates recalled Trimble's response:
"When told that he must suffer amputation he cursed the sur-
geons who had saved his leg from the first wound, and said
had they amputated it then, as he tried to get them to do,
he would not have received the second wound, as that shot
would had missed him."2%! In a defiant mood, Trimble yielded
to the surgeons' advise.

The operation went smoothly. Drs. McGuire, Black and
Hays performed the surgery.?%2 When Trimble regained cons-
ciousness, he reviewed the numerous mistakes committed by
Ewell and Longstreet at Gettysburg. He surmised that if
Lee's battle plan had been correctly followed, the battle in
Pennsylvania would have secured Southern independence. 243

The future now looked grim, and his injury remained serious.
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Chapter Vv

TOWARD AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

Late on July 4, Lee's army began its retreat from Get-
tysburg. As rain poured down, the Confederate forces weari-
ly trudged toward Hagerstown and the Potomac River beyond.
Trimble remained outside Gettysburg, unable to move because
of the danger of ersyipelas arising. Close at hand lay his
trusted subordinate, Charlie Grogan, who had been wounded
shortly after Trimble left the battlefield. 1In a dejected
state, Trimble decided to fall a prisoner rather than risk
the life-threatening journey to freedom.

On the 6th, Trimble became a Federal prisoner of war.
Provost Marshal Marsena R. Patrick directed him to be moved
to the household of a Mr. McCardy inside Gettysburg. While
here, Trimble penned a short letter to Gen. Meade. "Having
been wounded on Friday last, suffered amputation of a foot
within your lines I having long had acquaintance with your
family . . . respectfully apply for permission for some of
my family to bring me from Baltimore such articles as my
condition renders necessary."?%* Yet little came of this

measure.

244 TIgaac R. Trimble to George G. Meade, July 16, 1863, War
Department Collection of Confederte Records, Record
Group 109, National Archives.
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Soon after, complaints surfaced of Confederate wounded
receiving better medical care than their Federal counter-
parts. In response to this charge, Trimble again moved un-
der Federal orders to Seminary Hospital, about a half mile
west of town. On arrival at the hospital, Trimble recalled:
"I at once sent word to Gen. Meade that I had lost a leg,
and he at once gave orders to have me well cared for."24s
With this assurance, Trimble settled down to endure the
routine of hospital life.

Treatment at the hospital proved fair. While there,
Trimble discovered many friends among the wounded. Several
came to visit him as he rested in bed. Henry K. Douglas,
James L. Kemper and Robert M. Powell in particular enjoyed
the long and casual conversations conducted at Trimble's
bedside. Even under such relaxed conditions, the depreda-
tions of prison life were apparent. For instance, sentinels

guarded the doors and forbade the admittance of food and

245 Tsaac R. Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864: The Attempt
to Relieve Rebel Prisoners in the West (n.p., n.d.),
1, Trimble Papers, in possession of William C. Trimble,
Baltimore. Trimble further elaborated: "My brother
[David C. Trimble], when in Congress, did him [Gen.
Meade] a service which he never forgot. Meade's broth-
er, who was a merchant in Spain, was thrown into prison,
and my brother offered a resolution in Congress that
three Spanish citizens living in this country be arrest-
ed and put in prison in retaliation for the arrest and
imprisonment of Mr. Meade. It passed, but through the
intervention of the Spanish Minister, no arrests we
made, and Mr. Meade was released."
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vistors from the outside. A certain lieutenant of the
guard, Mr. Rice, tried to intimidate and subvert all privi-
leges granted to the prisoners. Trimble sarcastically not-
ed: "May the chances of war put Lieutenant Rice some day in
our hands.'"2%6

As Trimble remained confined in Gettysburg, many with
the Federal government expressed deep animosity toward him.
Former secretary of war Simon Cameron voiced this sentiment
to President Lincoln: "General Trimble is a dangerous man.
He burned the bridges between Philadelphia and Baltimore in
the beginning of the rebellion. Within the last ten days he
directed and superintendented the burning of the bridges
between Baltimore and Columbia, and York and Harrisburg. He
is in close connection with all the rebel sympathizers in
Baltimore city."?*’ To this chorus Stanton and President
Lincoln soon adhered. Trimble's future life as a prisoner
seemed paved in a bed of thorns.

A clear sign of Federal hostility tock place when Trim-
ble's aide, Maj. Alfred Hoffman, received permission to
journey to Baltimore for medical attention. It had been

agreed by Trimble's captors that he would follow his aide a

246 Igaac R. Trimble, "The Civil War Diary of General Isaac
R. Trimble," Maryland Historical Magazine XVII (1922),
13; Henry K. Douglas, I Rode With Stonewall (Chapel
Hill, 1968), 254.

247 0 R., XXVII, Pt. 3, 646.
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short time later, when his heath became better. Hoffman's
arrival at that city prompted his immediate arrest and con-
finement to Fort McHenry. Federal authorities acted as
though Hoffman's presence indicated a conspiracy to free
Trimble in the future.?%® Suddenly it became clear that any
experiences Trimble would have in Baltimore would be harsh.

Trimble continued to recover rapidly at Gettysburg.
Doctors Janes and Ward of the I Corps medical staff helped
Trimble in his restitution. On August 4, Trimble sadly not-
ed both Grogan's and Powell's departure. A new change in
hospital administration followed that relieved the tightness
in security.?2%?

On August 20, Trimble left the confines of Gettysburg.
He traveled to Baltimore aboard a lime-car‘padded with
straw. The ride proved rough and burdensome, but Trimble
bore the trip well. When the train chugged into the sta-
tion, Trimble was whisked away to a clean and comfortable
hospital located on Lexington Street.2%? His stay at such a
fine facility proved brief. On the 23rd, orders arrived
transferring Trimble to Fort McHenry. There he joined Hoff-

man and others of his staff in confinement. Orders prohi-

248 71pjid., VI, 103, 107-08.
249 Trimble, "Civil War Diary," 13.

250 1bid.
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bited any visitation with Trimble and curtailed all
communication with the outside world. His isolation even
included being denied attendance to the fort's chapel on
Sundays.?®! In desperation Trimble requested an audience
with the fort's commandant. General W. W. Morris, a West
Point classmate of Trimble's, granted the interview.

With all the military protocol in evidence, Trimble
confronted Gen. Morris. He initiated the conversation by
asking: "Why have I been confined?"

Gen. Morris responded: "You are to be tried by court-
martial for having burned the railroad bridges upon the
rajlroads leading into Baltimore just after the riots of the
19th of April, 1861."252

At this point the dicussion ended and Trimble returned
to his cell.

Trimble mulled over the situation carefully before he
decided on a course of action. He correctly concluded that
"the [Federal] government had been led to believe that while
he was in command of the Maryland militia, he had willfully
burned the bridges because of some misunderstanding he had

with the railroads before the war."253 To offset this prob-

251 Ibid., 13-14.

252 Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864, 1.

253 1bid., 1-2.
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lem, he addressed a letter to Secretary of War Stanton. He
requested a leave of absence from prison in order to examine
the Police Department records of Baltimore. His letter ac-
hieved a partially desired result. Immediately thereafter,
the Federal government sent agents to investigate the police
records. They discovered that the Baltimore mayor and Mary-
land governor had ordered Trimble against his will to des-
troy the railroad bridges. With this evidence, the court-
martial proceedings planned against Trimble were dropped.

Trimble's life inside Fort McHenry continued to be in-
tolerable. In retaliation for gross injustices, Trimble and
others declined to pay for privileges that had already been
denied them. The result amounted to a reduction in the
quality and quantity of their diets. Trimble recalled: "We
now received food, if food it can be called, from the hospi-
tal--chunks of dark beef in a greasy tin pan, two slices of
bread steeped in spilt coffee and two tin cups of dark li-
quid for coffee, is our meal--no butter, no vegetable, no
salt or pepper no condiment to seduce the appetite."2®9% Un-
der such trying circumstances, Trimble struggled to keep

body and soul together.

254 Trimble, "Civil War Diary," 16.
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Slowly privileges began to reappear. On September 6,
Trimble gained access to worship in the chapel on Sundays.
As the restrictions eased, so his health improved. Anxious-
ly Trimble awaited the arrival of his newly ordered artifi-
cial leg. He preoccupied himself in such pleasures as hob-
bling around the interior of the fort on crutches and
catching glimpses of the ladies responsible for supplying
him with fruits and other foods. 1In more passive moments,
he found relaxation through reading. All the time, however,
he hoped for an early exchange that would enable him to re-
join the Confederate army and resume the struggle for South-
ern independence.?55

Then, on September 15, Trimble was sent to West Hospi-
tal on Concord Street under strict orders that no one be al-
lowed to communicate with him. The hospital looked out on
Union Dock and the wharves. It had previously been the wa-
rehouse for the Baltimore Steam Packet Company. The interi-
or was dark and gloomy, with poor sanitary and hygenic fa-
cilities, and it lacked any adequate ventilation system. In
the stagnant heat, the foul smells of the dockyard were ev-
erywhere abundant. Trimble and thirty-five other Confeder-
ate officers spent two weeks there before being escorted un-

der Federal guard to the Calvert Street railroad station.

255 Ipid., 16-17.
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They boarded boxcars for Pittsburgh en route to Sandusky,
Ohio.25°6

During the ride to Sandusky, Trimble experienced some
physical discomfort. Upon his arrival he noted: "I am very
much fatigued, but my leg remains well." To the others
within the party, he appeared haggard and helpless.?2%7

At the disembarkation point, Trimble enjoyed a brief
moment to shake off the tiresome effects of the train ride.
Soon, however, he and the rest of his group made their way
under armed guard to an awaiting steamboat. The small boat
steamed out across Lake Erie for Johnson's Island. Nervous-
ly the prisoners strained their heads to catch the first
glimpse of the island. The island appeared as a flat
stretch of land, being about Z 1/2 miles from Sandusky city.
It measured to be about a mile long and a half mile wide.
The prison rested on the southern end of the island and oc-
cupied a space of 200-300 yards. A wooden stockade sur-
rounded the entire perimeter. At the two corners facing the
lake, blockhouses bristled with artillery and rifle defens-

es.25% The security seemed rigid and qguite adequate.

256 Henry E. Sheperd, Narrative of Prison Life at Baltimore
and Johnson's Island, Ohio (Baltimore, 1917), 6-7.
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With excitement subsiding, the boat moored at the dock.
A contingent of guards had formed to usher in the new pri-
soners. Trimble struggled to walk and edged toward the pri-
son gate; but before passing through it, an order was given
for the prisoners to form into lines. As the camp comman-
dant--Lieut. Col. William S. Pierson--watched, the prisoners
answered roll call. On responding to the call, each prison-
er walked to a window and turned over whatever money he
possessed.?®? Trimble followed this procedure and, like all
the rest, entered the prison yard called the "bull pen."

Trimble guickly acquainted himself with his new envi-
ronment. Sentinels patrolled the sixteen-foot-high stockade
day and night. Thirteen buildings called blockhouses stood
inside the prison compound. Each block included two messes
with bunks arranged in three tiers to accommodate two men
sleeping in each one. Around 3,000 Confederate officers of
all grades inhabited the camp. Most of this number had been
captured at Gettysburg, Vicksburg and Port Hudson. The
Vicksburg and Port Hudson prisoners bore visible scars of
accute starvation.?%? Under these circumstances, Trimble at-

tempted to adjust to his new living standard while conva-
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lescing from his battlefield injury.

Trimble's plight as a prisoner of war remained a prime
concern of the Confederate government. As early as October
12, James L. Kemper wrote the adjutant and inspector gener-
al, Samuel Cooper, on behalf of Trimble's personal safety.
Kemper expressed outrage over Yankee barbarity directed
against Trimble. He suggested that the government use
greater pressure to win enemy guarantees prohibiting future
mistreatment of Trimble. Even Gen. Robert E. Lee supported
Kemper's efforts. In response to this concern, Confederate
Agent of Exchange Robert Ould contacted his Federal counter-
part in an endeavor to learn Trimble's condition and to ne-
gotiate his early release.26! The only hitch continued to be
the Federal suspension of the cartel of exchange which had
taken place in July. Trimble's hopes for release remained
high. |

His daily routine revolved around a few routines. Ev-
ery morning the men answered roll call. Each mess selected
a chief to admininster domestic affairs and a police force
to carry out required chores. The duty of the police force
included keeping the outside grounds tidy, sweeping rooms,

cutting and splitting firewood and bringing it into the

261 James L. Kemper to Samuel Cooper, Oct. 12, 1863, and Sa-
muel Cooper to James L. Kemper, Oct. 14, 1863, War De-
partment Collection of Confederate Records, Record Group
109, National Archives; O.R., Ser. II, VI, 386, 451.
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block.2%2 such a system worked smoothly and efficiéntly.

The distribution of food and other necessary items
proved reasonable. Prisoners received a regular soldier's
provisional allotment. Whatever they were unable to acquire
from the prison authorities, they could purchase from the
sutler's store located inside the prison grounds. An ac-
count at the sutler's store depended on what relatives and
friends were willing to send each prisoner. Once an account
had been established, a prisoner could purchase such items
as butter, cheese, sugar, dried fruit, tobacco, letter sta-
tionary, postage stamps and the like.?%2 Trimble fared well,
thanks to his family and friends continual contributions.

He noted: "The puchase [of such] articles make a good ta-
ble, costing 2 to 3$ per week. . . M264 |

The "times of plenty" soon dried up. The Federal go-
vernment began hearing atrocity stories about their own sol-
diers starvation at the Richmond and other Southern prisons.
In retaliation for such atrocities, the sutler's store
closed on Johnson's Island; many of the benefits granted to
the prisoners ceased. Trimble noted: "We now have rough

soldiers rations and scant at that--with not wood enough to

262 Clark, Histories of Several Regiments and Battalions
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263 1bid., 670.
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cook over two meals a day and often but one. We get good
bread--but fat salt pork, neck, shins and other refuse of
beef (no whole quarters, only eatable when boiled). Rice,
no vegtable, vinegar, salt, sugar or coffee. The fare is so
rough that the Vicksburg and Port Gibson officers reduced to
starvation point in those regions during the siege, eat
rats, which they say are equal to frogs or chicken."265

The scarcity of food represented only the tip of the
iceberg. The long accepted practice of allowing boxes and
packages from home to be delivered to prisoners stopped.
Many vital essentials for survival had made their way to the
prisoners by this process. Now not even the crates so often
used as kindling passed into the prisoners hands. For six
months this rule remained in force. The immense depreda-
tions caused by it began to appear more frequently.

The island's water supply proved inferior. During both
the cold months and restrictive periods, prisoners relied on
three shallow wells for water. This water tasted terrible
and usually triggered dysentery. The only reprieve from
such misery came in the form of Lake Erie. When camp privi-
leges were relaxed and warm weather prevailed, prisoners
could draw buckets of water from the lake. This source

tasted good and did not foster illness. But in late 1863,

265 Ibid.
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with the onset of winter and all privileges rescinded,
prisoners suffered anew from the effects of the water pro-
vided by the wells.2%® Quickly the sick list began to grow.

Even firewood, the essential ingredient needed for
cooking and heating, became scarce and of the lowest quali-
ty. The greeness of the wood provided little heat and de-
manded larger guantities to be burned for cooking. The
meager amount combined with a coarser quality made complete
exhaustion inevitable. In the end, daily use far exceeded
allotted supply. This predicament became more pronounced as
winter set in and temperatures plummeted.

In late November, Trimble noted: "We have here about
2000 officers, two or three die daily--from want of proper
food and attendance--not a bit of food allowed the sick ex-
cept what we can get in by stealth--such as eggs, chicken,
milk, sago etc. such neglect I could not have believed, of a
people, called civilized and Christian--neither is proper
clothing allowed the sick, or well."287 In such a state,
Trimble and the rest labored to survive. All they could do
was attempt to make the plight of the afflicted more plea-

sant.
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With punitive measures pursued by the Federal
authorities, the likelihood of future exchanges appeared re-
mote. Trimble correctly grasped the reasons behind the si-
tution when he commented: "The Federal Government certainly
mean to stop exchanges not on the unwillingness to put our
slaves on the footing of soldiers--but because they thus
think to reduce our force in the field, the doctrine an-
nounced by Simon Cameron at Gettysburg, that 'it was cheaper
to feed us than to fight us' has prevailed though not very
complimentary to Yankee prowess."2®® Thus Trimble prepéred
himself for a protracted internment, while hoping that such
would not be the case.

Under desperate circumstances, however, Trimble found
the inner strength to withstand the every-day hardships. He
struck a defiant posture in the midst of open tyranny when
he said: "We will see who can fare longest, ourselves or
the Yankee prisoners in Richmond--who so far beat us in
whining about poor fare, though theirs 1s no worse than
ours."26?9

In a combative mood, Trimble asserted himself among his
fellow colleagues and strove to unite them in a stand

against Yankee injustice. On January 26, 1864, Trimble pre-
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sented himself as a spokesman for the prisoners. He
addressed a letter to the new commandant, Brig. Gen. Henry
D. Terry, and enumerated the major grievances. An inade-
quate supply of water, firewood and edible meat existed and
that Federal guards fired unjustly on prisoners as they made
their way to and from the privies. In addition, Confederate
officers were expected to do intolerable things like dig
sinks, remove privies and load kitchen garbage. Trimble
summarized his views by declaring: "I now ask your atten-
tion to these points referred to, partly as a matter of just
complaint on the part of prisoners and partly that the sim-
ple statement of facts may reach you, in the hope that an
officer of rank who has seen active service in the field may
not think such treatment the best or most honorable of sub-
duing an enemy."27?

Yet as Trimble openly expressed these grievances, he
also plotted secretly to reverse the situation by a coup de
grace. Trimble was not content to remain a prisoner while
the fortunes of the Confederacy were decided on a distant
battlefield. Being the senior ranking prisoner within the
camp and an outspoken critic of Federal policy, Trimble's

involvement in an escape attempt proved only natural.

270 o.R., Ser II, VI, 901-2.
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Several had attempted a prison break before Trimble in-
stituted such a plan. Trimble noted in his diary that "ev-
ery week attempts are made to escape by some one, always a
failure, except in Charlie Grogan's case who got off very
cleverly and is in Richmond."27! As Trimble acquainted him-
self with his new artifical leg, he set about devising a
scheme whereby to escape.

As the winter months descended, the prisoners wrapped
themselves in blankets and whatever outer garments were
available and stood huddled together for warmth, while Lake
Erie began to freeze. Unused to such a harsh climate, the
Southerners suffered excruciatingly from the cold. Yet with
continued low temperatures, often hovering in the range of
between 15 and 20 degrees below zero, the ice hardened and
solidified on the lake.?72 A real avenue of escape presented
itself, for if a person could resist the extreme cold and
frostbite, then he might succeed in crossing the lake to Ca-
nada and gain his freedom. Trimble held a keen knowledge of
the Great Lakes, from his days as a topographical officer in
the regular army, and knew the feasibility of such an es-
cape. He and his co-conspirators watched with intense in-

terest as the ice grew denser.
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Trimble's escape plan differed from all previous ones,
for several reasons. First, the participants involved in
the conspiracy comprised a vast majority of the prison popu-
lace. All thirteen blocks were organized to undertake the
escape attempt. Trimble held the position of commander-in-
chief, while all but one block had a corps commander to di-
rect operations. Under the corps commander, a block comman-
der tended to the functions of the regiments and companies.
These men included: Block One, Gen. J. R. Jones; Two, Col.
D. Howard Smith; Three, Col. B. D.' Fry; Four, Col. L. M.
Lewis; Five, Col. D. M. Shannon; Seven, A. G. Godwin;
Eight, Capt. L. W. Allen; Nine, Gen. J. W. Frayser; Ten,
Col. R. M. Powell; Eleven, Col. J. R. Herbert; Twelve,
Capt. Johnson; and Thirteen, Gen. M. Jefferson Thompson.273
This in itself was guite an impressive accomplishment for a
secret organization subjected to the rigors of abject op-
pression.

Another significant difference involved the highly ar-
ticulated plan of escape. A meticulous and carefully
thought-out plan had been devised. The actual escape in-
volved four stages: 1) Getting out of the enclosure; 2)
Capturing the garrison; 3) Escaping from the island; 4) Re-

turning to the South.2?7% Of these four elements, several mi-
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nor details had to be resolved before success could be rea-
sonably assured.

In getting out of the enclosure, either the plank fence
surrounding the "bull pen" had to be broken or a means de-
vised to climb over the wall. If neither of these plans ma-
terialized then bribing the guards either to open the gate
or to turn a blind eye toward the escape would be necessary.
Of all the options, the first seemed most likely to succeed
and the lest to fail.

The capture of the garrison appeared even more precari-
ous. An attempt by 1,500 to 2,000 unarmed prisoners to ov-
erpower and capture an armed force of 800-1,000 scoldiers
seemed unlikely. It could only succeed if outside help were
enllsted.or the smuggling and making of weapons progressed
at a satisfactory pace. To this predicament Trimble would
have to use immense finesse if he planned to carry out his
proposed objective.

The actual means of escaping from the island centered
on two possibilities. One depended on the capture of a
small steamer that frequented the island. Through numerous
passages, all the prisoners could be evacuated and deposited
safely in Canada. The other approach relied on the thick-

ness of the ice and the ability to walk across the frozen
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lake to freedom. From the standpoint of Trimble's thinking,
a march across the frozen expanse seemed the best tactic to
pursue.

The last leg of the journey back to the Confederacy
promised to be the easiest. Upon reaching Canada, passage
aboard a blockade runner could be arranged. Or a swift
march by horseback through Ohio and Kentucky might be under-
taken. Trimble knew this phase to be the least troublesome;
therefore, he concentrated his energies toward perfecting
the actual escape.

While Trimble planned the escape, conditions within the
prison continued to decline. Trimble sadly observed the
sufferings of his fellow companions. Later he noted: "I
have heard from inmates of the larger rooms containing over
60 persons that during the winter they had to take turns go-
ing to bed and sitting by stoves to keep warm, 1/3 at
stoves, 1/3 in bed, and 1/3 running about the room or danc-
ing to protect themselves from freezing. These rooms were
simply barns--outside weather boarded-- daylight shining
through in many places--no plaster on sides or overhead,
between the floor and roof cold winds blowing under the
floor, making water to freeze by day and night in the buck-

ets set near stoves."27% Trimble rapidly realized that the

275 Trimble, "Civil War Diary," 19-20.
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escape must come soon or the men's strength would be
entirely sapped. Once this occurred, little chance remained
of seizing the prison.

Trimble hurriedly took into account what remained to be
done and then started to analyze what strengths his enemy
possessed. He recalled: "The troops that guarded us were
not soldiers who had seen active service. They were little
better than militia, and it would have been an easy matter
to frighten and demoralize them by a night assault. We
therefore had a conference among the leading officers and
agreed to make the attempt."27%

Equipping and arming the prisoners assumed vital impor-
tance. Consummated §kill went into the endeavor. Trimble
observed: "We had revolvers, axes, hatchets and almost ev-
erything else with which to fight, smuggled into us and hid
away. We cut the slats from out of the bottom of our bunks
and made pikes out of them by grinding knives down to a
sharp point and fixing them on their ends. Regular reports
were made to me of the progress each company was making in

securing arms."277

276 Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864, 2.

277 Ibid.



158

As the procurement of weapons proceeded on schedule,
the ice upon the lake glazed over in thicker sheets. Conti-
nual arctic weather pummeled the tiny island and with each
successive day, the ice froze to a rock hard consistency.
Soon not only a man could walk across the ice, but wagons
could cross it without the least hazard. In an estatic
mood, Trimble stated: "By the time the ice became thick
enough to bear us the discipline and organization was good,
and the arms we had in hand ample to insure our success.

Our plan was to break the stockade in several different
places with axes, so as to force a divison of the troops
guarding us, then to cut through and charge the troops and
then put off upon the ice and escape to Canada. All our ar-
rangements were perfected and the night had been set apart
for the assault."2?7®

Just at the moment of fruitation, however, the promis-
ing bud wilted. For some time, Federal authorities had su-
spected a major prison break in the making. To offset such
an event, the commandant announced that the system of ex-
change had been resumed and that a trainload of prisoners
would depart Johnson's Island the next day for points of fi-
nal exchange. Trimble somberly noted: "The next day train-

load was removed, but I felt certain--and it afterwards

278 Ibid.



159

transpired thgt I was entirely correct--that the Government
had ascertained that we were to make an effort to escape and
had simply done as a ruse to defeat our purpose.'"279

As Trimble remained steadfast in his determination to
attempt a prison break, many within the secret organization
began to waver. Quickly Trimble moved to salvage the escape
plan. On the night of the train's departure, Trimble called
the officers of the escape committee together. He attempted
to instill a strong consensus to go ahead with the escape
plot. To a reluctant audience he said: "These officers
would not be exchanged. We ought not to be deterred from
making the attempt to escape upon the very night that had
been originally agreed upon. The assault could be success-
fully made and without the loss of one man."28? Unfortunate-
ly Trimble's speech did not convince the majority of the
council members. When he had concluded his argument, all
but one person--Col. Shannon of Texas--voted against going
through with the plan. With the meeting adjourned, the of-
ficers retired to their quarters, vowing to maintain the or-

ganization but not to participate in any breakout.
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Trimble lamented the lost opportunity. The enemy con-
tinued to exercise a stringent policy. "No more officers
were taken away,'" Trimble commented, "and those who were
taken were transferred to Point Lookout, where their condi-
tion was infinitely worse than ours in the bull-pen on the
lake. When this fact became apparent to the officers the
ice had broken up and the easiest chance of escape we could
possibly have had was gone. After this we settled down to
bear our confinement as best we could."?f! The Federal ploy
had worked admirably well. With its success, Trimble's
chances of early freedom had been stymied.

Late in February 1864, a new commandant came to govern
over the prison. Brigadier General Alexander Shaler proved
worse than his predecessor. He announced a policy whereby
any prisoner suspected of attempting to escape would be
fired on bv guards. No prior questions or forewarning would
be given. In addition, the bull pen became progressively
dirtier with raw sewage and garbage allowed to accumu-
late.282 This negligence resulted in a sharp increase in

sickness among the prisoners.

281 Tbid.

282 Clark, Histories of Several Regiments and Battalions
from North Carolina, IV, 672.




161

As the rate of sickness grew, so did Trimble's temper.
He became infuriated over what he considered to be lax medi-
cal treatment accorded the sick. "The hospital fare and
treatment wretched--filthy and overrun with vermin--no prop-
er food allowed and none allowed to be purchased by us for
the sick."283

As conditions deteriorated, a ray of hope slowly ap-
peared. Early April brought a modest improvement in prison
life. Rations were increased and the sutler's store reap-
peared. Trimble's comments about outlasting the Federal
prisoners in respect to endured hardships seemed to be par-
tially true. Now the prisoners of Johnson's Island enjoyed
more articles of comfort, yet at a high cost. Purchasable
items included stationary, tobacco, potatoes,'cabbage, ap-
ples and dried fruit. The £ilth of the prison yard re-
mained, but much to the satisfaction of Trimble, medical
care improved.2®* As Trimble noted: "Since Dr. Everman, as-
sistant Surgeon put in charge, new egquipments supplied in
full, and cleanliness produced."28% Basic survival had be-

come more certain, while some of the immense suffering had
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been ameliorated.

Likewise, April brought a resumption to the practice of
special exchanges. Although special exchanges were viewed
as unjust by many prisoners, because they often passed over
a longer for a shorter internee, it still represented a wel-
come sign to the hard-pressed captives. ©On the 22nd, 156
sick and wounded officers left the island. Trimble's name
appeared on the roster of those being exchanged. Yet soon
thereafter he noted: "From some influence, it was stricken
off and I retained here. It was a disappointment, but I
bear up in the prospect of a general exchange soon."286

As Trimble returned to an optimistic outlook about the
future, he remained convinced that an escape must be at-
tempted if the sufferings of the many were to be alleviated.
Only one avenue remained open and he delighted in trying it.

In the past, Trimble had contacted reliable people to
suggest a combined prison escape. Now he proposed an upris-
ing by the prisoners while outside aid provided secure pas-
sage to freedom. A Baltimore lady, Mrs. P. C. Martin, re-
layed Trimble's ideas to Confederate authorities. At
Trimble's request, all future correspondence between the
conspirators would be conducted through the personal coclumns

of the New York Herald. At the beginning of November 1863,

286 Tpbid.
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Trimble and his colleagues received an important message in
the Herald. It read: "A. J. L. W. fully appreciated his
solicitude. A few nights after the 4th of November a car-
riage will be at the door, when all seeming obstacles will
be removed."287 Trimble and his party waited. Soon another
message appeared that cancelled the attempt. At this junc-
ture the issue remained until April, 1864, when again a mes-
sage hinted at an outside rescue attempt.

The escape attempt once again gained momentum. As
Trimble struggled to coordinate its strategy, he recorded
further abuses visited upon the prisoners. In the process
of special exchanges, he noted: "Our sick were kept from 2
a.m. to 6 outside in a rain, undergoing a search and receiv-
ing money. Many will die on the way as their anxiety to get
off induced them to get out of sick beds." To this he ad-
ded: "The mortuary list shows over 200 deaths--one half of
whom at a low estimate died for want ¢f clean beds, medi-
cines and proper attention. Many cases are Rnown where per-
sons died of fever, and delirious, who had but a log of wood

for a pillow."288

287 g g.S.P., XXIII (1895), 286.

288 Trimble, "Civil War Diary," 19.



164

As time progressed, those who had shown a reluctance to
escape now clamored for such an attempt. Trimble had a full
consensus backing his efforts. Nevertheless, several prob-
lems confronted Trimble as he prepared for the final break-
cut. The infiltration of spies within the prison populace
made communication among the organization members treacher-
ous. A standard rule was adopted, that no conspirator dis-
cussed the topic, even to a close associate. Thus, Federal
authorities were denied any access to valuable information.
In corresponding with the outside, the task proved much ea-
sier. Trimble noted: "The system of communication between
those of us in prison and those operating on the outside was
so complete that we had no difficulty in getting out these
advertisements, and of course no trouble in buying the New
York Herald which would contain the replies."289%

Soon an important message appeared in the Herald. It
reported an outside rescue attempt to be imminent. As Trim-
ble recalled: "Through this medium we were finally informed
that we were to be released on a certain day in July, and
that the signal for us to help ourselves was to be the open-
ing of fire upon the Island from a boat in the bay, and that
we would by keeping a lookout, be apprised of the beginning

of the movement by the appearance of a steamer upon the side

289 Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864, 3.
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of the Island, which was to take us ashore as soon as the
assault our friends were to make from the outside was suc-
cessful."290

This endeavor obviously depended on the siezure of the
Federal gunboat Michigan, the only warship on the lake.
Trimble and his men busied themselves with last-minute pre-
parations and anxiously sought the eventful day.

With each passing day, a restlessness seethed inside
the prison populace. This feeling swelled until a few days
before the appointed date given for the escape. Trimble
made sure that the signal for the escape would not pass un-
noticed. He recalled: "One side of the stockade ran down
into low ground, and by posting a man in the upper tier of
bunks where we slept, one could see out over the lake, on
that side of the Island the steamer which was to be the sig-
nal apprising us that the movements of our release had begun
and that friends were near at hand."2°!

When the day arrived, all who knew of the scheme lis-
tened attentively for the lookout to give the signal whereby
the prisoners would spring upon their unsuspecting guards.
Excitedly Trimble awaited the expected call to arms. The

hours passed, and Trimble's patience drew short. By dusk he

230 TIbid.
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knew that something had gone wrong. That night Trimble
slept uneasily and the next day eagerly sought the Herald.

The Herald provided answers to Trimble's queries.
"When we got it we found in the accustomed place among the
personals the information that there had been a failure to
accomplish the object sought on that day but that the plan
was only delayed not abandoned and that another day would
soon be fixed and the attempt renewed."2°2

Trimble's active leadership in agitating for reforms
within the prison did not subside. When shootings at inno-
cent prisoners occurred, Trimble forcefully protested to
Federal authorities over the gross barbarity. 1In a letter
dated July 24, 1864, Trimble vented his anger at the new
camp commandant, Col. Charles S. Hill. Trimble began by as-
serting: "This shooting business, Colonel, has, you may not
be aware, gone on gquite actively during the last week and
without any provocation--six shots fired on the night of the
15th and 16th, one on the 19th, one on the 22nd and the more
successful one last night inflicting [two woundings]."
Trimble next reminded the Colonel of his duty to provide
safety for the prisoners and questioned this officer's own

involvemen* in the affair.

222 1bid., 4.
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Then Trimble turned to the latest shooting episode. He
stated: "We have proof that at the time two sentinels were

talking together, and one said, 'l have had no shot yet, let

me have a chance at the damned rebel.'" At this Trimble
said: "Who may attempt to comment on the atrocity of such
conduct?'"

Trimble concluded his discourse. "I gravely tell you,

[the random shooting of prisoners] must be stopped--we have
borne it in silence as as long as we intend to do and if we
get no satisfaction that it shall be discontinued, we will
seek redress from authority to which you are responsible and
from our Government--not just possibly to protect us, or to
retaliate our own way."2%3

Trimble's boldness acted as a stabilizing influence
among the inmates and prompted a Federal investigation into
the reported misconduct. After a Federal commission had ex-
amined the grounds of the prison yard at Johnson's Island,
they rendered an official verdict. The report found most of
Trimble's charges groundless and would not concede that any
wrongdoing had been perpetrated on the part of the prison

authorities.29* With such a decision reached, the issue fad-

293 Jggac R. Trimble to Charles S. Hill, July 24, 1864, War
Department Collection of Confederate Records, Record
Group 109, National Archives.

294 0.R., Ser. II, VI, 900-1.
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ed from public view.

Meanwhile, the planned escape matured. Confederate au-
thorities selected a new date for the rescue mission. Trim-
ble recalled: "Finally the 19th of September 1864, was fix-
ed as the day upon which the attempt to capture the gunboat
Michigan was to be made and we were to be released."2°5 All
the necessary measures were again adopted by the prisoners .
to guarantee the event's success. As they waited, a high
state of excitement grew. The lookout stared longingly at
the distant horizon, while Trimble made a last-minute check
to see that everything remained in order.

As the day progressed, tensions mounted. In afternoon
the lookout reported a sighting. Slowly the little steamer
made its way toward the island. Soon a name could be read
across its bow. Trimble recounted: "It was the Philo Par-
sons, and it was in the hands of our friends. Eagerly, yet
without seeming interested, we watched every movement of
that vessel, momentarily expecting the boom of the cannon
that was to announce the fact that the Michigan [anchored
off the island] had been captured by our friends and its

guns turned upon the Federal force guarding us."2%¢

295 Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864, 4.
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The signal cannon orchestrating the prison uprising did
not sound, and a short time later the Philo Parsons steamed
away. In disbelief and frustration, Trimble watched.
Quickly prisoners began murmuring to themselves over the
reasons for the ship's departure. Trimble stated: "We knew
that again there had been a failure, but why, whose fault it
was of whether there was still another effort to be made, we
could not tell."2°7 As darkness descended, Trimble and his
fellow comrades prepared themselves for a restless night,
all the while wondering what had gone wrong in the intended
rescue attempt.

The next day, they sought the Herald in search of an-
swers. In its pages a message stated that there had again
been a failure. A feeling of disgruntlement enveloped Trim-
ble as he read the printed reply.

What little hope remained for an escape suddenly found-
ered with Federal intervention. The use of spies and in-
formers strongly indicated a conspiratorial element among

the Johnson Island prisoners. The Philo Parsons episode

only heightened this suspicion. To counteract such a dan-
ger, Trimble and other suspected general officers a few days

later, were deported to Fort Warren.

297 Ibid.



170

Trimble's transfer to Fort Warren, in Boston harbor,
did not curtail his representative role concerning the
plight of Confederate prisoners. Instead, his position as
spokesman became enhanced through ocutside forces. Being a
sound critic demanding prison reform, Trimble's aspirations
for improved living conditions coincided with that of Feder-
al and Confederate authorities. Both of these governments
continually toyed with the notion of sending much-needed
supplies to ailing soldiers incarcerated by the enemy. Dis-
cussions over this topic took place informally for nine
months between agents of exchange. Then it stagnated until
mid-October 1864, when Gens. Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S.
Grant discussed the issue. After a month's negotiation, a
tentative agreement was reached. Such items as food and
clothing would be transported by each government and distri-
buted among the needy prisoners. In addition, the agreement
stressed that '"government supplies were consigned to to of-
ficers of the respective parties, those representing the
Confederate authorities at the North being Generals Trimble
and Beall, and those representing the Federal authorites at
the South being General Hays and Colonel Wild. All.these
officers would be granted paroles to enable them more effi-

ciently to discharge their duties."29%8

298 5. H.5.P., X (1882), 327.
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The agreement proceeded to take shape in the following
weeks. On November 11, the Confederate agent of exchange,
Robert Ould, wrote Gen. Grant to elaborate on Trimble's du-
ties. He stated: "Major-General Trimble, now at Fort War-
ren, has been selected as the Confederate officer to whom
the consignment shall be made at New York, who will there
make the necessary and proper arrangements for the sale of
the cotton, and the purchase of the articles needed by our
prisoners. In the event of the disability of Major-General
Trimble, Brig. Gen. William N. R. Beall is designated as
his alternate.'"299

As the winter months descended, the Confederate author-
ities worked feverishly to finalize the relief effort. In
accordance, 1,000 bales of cotton were loaded aboard a ship
in Mobile for passage to New York, then the unexpected hap-
pened to Trimble. Many within the Federal government remem-
bered his acts of sabotage in Baltimore and feared his tem-
porary freedom in the North. On November 16, Secretary of
War Edwin M. Stanton enumerated this suspicion to Gen.
Grant. "It is objectionable on several grounds to let Gen-
eral Trimble have any parole, or trust, or indulgence in re-
lation to supplies for prisoners, or any other purpose. He

cannot be trusted, and is the most dangerous rebel in our

299 QO.R., Ser. II, VII, 1117.
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hands. General Beall ;s believed to be unexceptionable, and
may be designated as the officer or agent under your ar-
rangement with Mr. Ould."300

With this objection, Trimble's chances of helping his
fellow comrades fell apart. Not knowing of the Federal de-
cision to exclude him from the provisioning process, Trimble
on November 11 sent an urgent letter to Grant. "I ask you
the favor of doing what you can with propriety to procure
for me permission to associate with six or more Confederate
officers (among them General W. N. R. Beall) 'on parole,' to
aid in effecting the satisfactory execution of the busi-
ness."3%! With disappointment, Trimble noted the Federal an-
imosity and made one last attempt at salvaging the designat-
ed position promised him.

On December 5, Trimble wrote Confederate authorities in
an endeavor to secure his release. He addressed Robert Culd
over the impropriety of the Federal act to deny him his po-
sition. "If I was nominated, or appointed by you, and Gen-
eral Beall to take my place in case of disability, or other
cause preventing me from doing the duty, then this selection

is contrary to the spirit of the proposal."3?2

300 Ipbid., 1131.
301 1pbid., 1l64.

302 1bid., 1192.
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Trimble frantically hoped that Ould coculd intercede on
his behalf. Yet when Federal authorities remained adamant.
Trimble begrudgingly abandoned his role as prison spokesman.
The length of his internment, sickness in health and poor
diet compelled him to choose a drastic measure to insure his
survival. In a despondent mood, Trimble once again wrote
Confederate authorities. "I am heartily worn out with pri-
son life and as eight or nine of our general officers have
been exchanged since I had been in prison, I wish to make an
effort (never before made by me) to effect an exchange. I
propose to ask to exchange me for another [Yankee] officer
of equal rank or for his equivalent."3%3 Trimble's precari-
ous health had temporarily won the upper hand over his
strong resolve to resist.

Three long and excruciating months elapsed before Trim-
ble's freedom became certain. During that time, his physi-
cal condition remained feeble and delicate. Only with the .
favorable exchange of Trimble for two Federal generals--
-George Crook and Benjamin F. Kelley--did prolonged impri-

sonment finally end.

303 Jgaac R. Trimble to W. R. Lee, Dec. 9, 1864, Trimble Pa-
pers, in the possession of William C. Trimble, Balti-
more.
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On March 10, 1865, Trimble left the drab surroundings
of Fort Warren for City Point, Va. Happily he acknowledged
his parole and hoped he soon would be healthy enough to join
the Confederate army in the field. After being processed at
City Point on March 15, Trimble set out in an ambulance un-
der a flag of truce toward the Confederate lines. Along the
way, he later reported to Secretary of War John C. Breckin-
ridge that he heard a garrulous ambulance driver say the
Federal IX Corps had crossed the northern shore of the James
River that morning.3"* Trimble traveled to a private resi-
dence in Richmond to seek recovery from his illness.3°%53

With a proper diet and plenty of rest, Trimble steadily
regained his health. But as he did, so the end of the Con-
federacy loomed ominously close. Quite unexpectedly, on
April 2, Trimble found himself caught up in the mass evacua-
tion of Richmond. Knowing his place to be with the army, in
its hour of greatest danger, he set out to locate Lee. As
the Army of Northern Virginia retreated westward, so did
Trimble in pursuit. Unfortunately, by April 9, Trimble had
reached Lynchburg where he heard of Lee's surrender at Appo-

mattox. Trimble vacillated before formally surrendering on

304 0. R., XLVI, Pt. 2, 1313.

305 He most probably went to Senator James Mason's house.
See McHenry Howard, Recollections of a Maryland Confed-
erate Soldier, 1861-1866 (Baltimore, 1914), 359.
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April 16 to Federal forces. The war had finally drawn to a

unhappy close for the aging warrior.



Chapter VI

THE PAST BEFORE HIM

Once civil war ended, Trimble returned to his beloved
city of Baltimore. There he reunited with his wife and two
sons. Trimble established a residency both in Baltimore
city and county. He spent the hot summer months at eloguent
"Ravenshurst," a 38-room mansion in Dulaney Valley, and the
cold months at a neat home located on Maryland Avenue. As
he attempted to re-acclimate himself with civilian life.

An immediate concern involved economic recovery from
losses sustained during the war. Much of the family savings
were gone. However, Trimble's hallmark features of a strong
resolve and determination again availed themselves. He un-
hesitatingly returned to his old post as a civil engineer.
In this venture he proved successful by achieving consulta-
tion positions with waterworks and various railroads.3®°®
Through hard work and constant assertiveness, Trimble's eco-
nomic status again rose to a healthy level.

only in the realm of insurance did Trimble's business
acumen falter. Joining in a partnership with ex-President

Jefferson Davis and Wade Hampton, the three endeavored to

306 George W. Cullum, Biographical Register of the Officers
and Graduates of the United States Military Academy at
West Point, New York, from Its Establishment, in 1802,
to 1890 (Boston, 1891), 286. -
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develop a large insurance firm. Success proved evasive and

only marginal profits resulted.3'7 In spite of this poor bu-
siness performance, Trimble retained his sound economic po-

sition until his death.

As the economic picture fluctuated, Trimble's interest
increasingly centered on the legacy of the Confederacy. He
had fought and suffered the hardships of battle; his belief
in the Confederate cause's justness had reached unshakeable
proportions. Being the second oldest and highést ranking
Confederate officer from Maryland, Trimble's selection as

spokesman for the defense of Southern principles appeared

quite natural. Trimble did not shy away from the tedious
aspects of such a job. Instead, he asserted himself useful-
ly.

Trimble's first hconorary position of upholding the Con-
federate cause came soon after the struggle ended. On Janu-
ary 19, 1866, Trimble accepted the presidency of the Socilety
of the Army and Navy of the Confederate States in Maryland.
As its founding president, Trimble pursued a multitude of
functions. These included coordinating banquets and reun-
ions to commerate Maryland's military role in the civil war,
decorating and maintaining the graves of fallen comrades,

establishing a scldiers' home for maimed veterans, and pre-

307 [gaac R. Trimble Papers, in possession of William C.
Trimble, Baltimore.
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serving historical "truths" about the Confederacy. In
these duties, Trimble performed so remarkably well. A
building at the Pikesville soldiers' home and a veterans
camp were both named in his honor.

With the demise in 1870 of Gen. Robert E. Lee, an asso-
ciation committed to honor his memory began. The organiza-
tion officially became known as the "Lee Memorial Associa-

tion."

Its objects were to collect revenue for the erection
of a statue of Lee in Richmond and to decorate his grave
site in Lexington. Trimble and other respected Confederate
soldiers gathered at the First Presbyterian Church in Rich-
mond and devised common strategy as well as elected offi-
cers. Trimble became representative for the state of Mary-
land. 308

After a rigorous campaign of fund-raising, the associa-
tion achieved its goal. The noted sculptor Edward V. Valen-
tine produced a statue of Lee asleep on his headguarters
cot. Trimble and an entourage of Maryland veterans attended
the unveiling ceremony in Lexington, Va. A prideful spirit
stirred inside Trimble as he noted the impressive resting
place of Lee and remembered that general's gallant grace

upon many a distant battlefield. Trimble thought that with

such historic markers dedicated to the Confederate past, fu-

308 g H.S.P, XI (1883), 390; XVII (1889), 189-90.
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ture would remember the efforts of their forefathers. The
Confederacy's ideas would endure and survive as long as the
flame were kept alive.

As Trimble pursued his business and societal interests,
many former Confederate figures visited his home. Both Wade
Hampton and Jefferson Davis were familiar faces at Raven-
shurst. "Winnie Davis, daughter of the Confederate presi-
dent, planted a tree in the front yard of the place and,
while on a visit, General Hampton gave a 'Martha Washington'
cup and saucer to one of the general's numerous small rela-
tions."3"? The leisure hours passed in enjoyable fashion,
with Confederate veterans reminiscing into the early-morning
light about past deeds during the "War Between the States."

Trimble's presence at Ravenshurst in the 1870s often
bordered on the strident. His great-grandniece, Minna Rey-
nolds, remembered his conduct: "The general was rather ov-
erwhelming. He wore a frown most of the time and on week-
days he wore a peg leg which made a hollow tap-tap sound
when he marched down the boardwalk to the orchard to court
martial us for eating green apples. On Sundays he let John-
son, a fine-looking old colored man, who had been his 'body
servant' during the war buckle on his very best leg. John-

son would open the door of the general's dressing room and

1

309 "Ravenhurst," The Sun Magazine, May 31, 1981.
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give us a full view of the Sunday leg, made of cork and
strips of thin wood, and garter- like buckles and a most
elegant boot on the foot; and this for us was a shivering
joy., for we knew that Uncle Trimble lost his leg in the
war."310

Trimble's thoughts often returned to past battles.

Miss Reynolds commented again: "The Civil War was terribly
real to me on one of those summer nights when the general,
in his recurrent nightmare of Pickett's Charge at the Battle
of Gettysburg, let forth the Rebel yell in full voice to
echo through the peaceful valley."3!!

In idleness, Trimble's mind often wondered back to the
battles of the war. He seemed always hoping to correct pre-
vious errors committed and rekindle friendships with fallen
comrades.

Trimble grew older, but he continued to poséess a mili-
tary bearing characterized by an erect carriage and well-
knit frame. He had a full round face ringed by gray whisk-
ers cut in Burnside fashion. He spoke, in a clear and
convincing manner. When granting interviews on the Civil
War, he repeatedly warmed to the theme and seemed in the

midst of the scenes he was describing.®!? Trimble remained a
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diehard rebel and continually espoused the virtues of the
Confederacy.

In 1879 tragedy struck. His second wife, Ann, died.
Her departure seemed to spark a restlessness in Trimble.
The joyous days of Ravenshurst now disappeared as Trimble
sought solace through work.

He traveled extensively in his last years. Attending
two West Point reunions in 1884 and 1887, being present for
a multitude of Southern Historical Society meetings, and
witnessing the unveiling of the "Stonewall" Jackson monument
in Richmond. While on a visit with relatives in Ohio, in
December, 1887, Trimble caught cold. His highly busy life
suddenly came to a standstill.

The days passed, and Trimble's condition worsened. He
struggled home to Baltimore. After a few short weeks, his
cold developed into pneumonia. On Friday, December 30,
1887, Trimble's condition deteriorated to a life threatening
state. For four days, Trimble's life hung in the balance.
With each new dawn, Trimble's vital signs weakened. As
Trimble lapsed into a deeper coma, the visions of the Civil
War became apparent. "In the last hours of his life Gen.
~rimble's mind wandered away from his surroundings, and was

busy with the thrilling events of the field. His last words

312 Tgsaac R. Trimble, The Conspiracy of 1864: The Attempt
to Relieve Rebel Prisoners in the West, (n.p., n.d.), 5.
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were orders to one who had been his subordinate. 'Keep
steady; keep steady!'"3!2 At 5:15 p. m., January 2, 1888,
Trimble breathed his last.

With the announcement of his death, the city of Balti-
more went into mourning. Elaborate burial plans material-
ized. Even those who could not attend the funeral offered
high praise for the deceased. Congressman W. H. F. Lee com-
mented that Trimble personified "the able soldier and gal-
lant gentleman." Bradley T. Johnson credited Trimble as be-
ing "a brave soldier, a true citizen and an able man."
Perhaps Jubal A. Early summarized Trimble best when he said:
"Trimble was one of the foremost soldiers of the Army of
Virginia."3!'*

During the morning hours of Wednesday, January 4, Trim-
ble's casket lay in the parlor of his grandson's home. Here
a few old friends came to gaze upon his remains and to bid
him farewell. The casket bore a simple design, with a sil-
ver plate attached, giving his name, date of birth and
death. The only other decorations consisted of a flower

pillow and a and cross.

313 "General Trimble's Funeral Arrangements," The Sun, Jan.
4, 1888.
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When the visitation closed, the pallbearers took their
respective places. Colonel J. Lyle Clarke, Majs. R. C.
Hoffman and J. T. M. Barnes, Capt. George W. Booth, Theo-
philus Tunis, N. Lee Goldsborough, Gustav Lurman and Raleigh
C. Thomas bore the casket to the hearse. Wearing the badge
of the Society of the Army and Navy of the Confederate
States and a black crape on their left arms, they proceeded
to walk on either side of the hearse.3!5

When the service at Emanuel Church concluded, the fun-
eral procession moved to Greenmount Cemetery. At the family
vault, Bishop A. M. Randolph read the last rites.

As Trimble would have wished, famous Confederate fig-
ures such as Gens. Joseph E. Johnston, Cadmus M. Wilcox,
John W. Daniel, Alfred M. Scales and George G. Steuart were
present for the final rites.

Trimble's military exploits would long be admired by
these seasoned veterans. His dash and daring on the battle-
field had earned him admiration. By a strong resolve and
dedication to purpose, Trimble had achieved a sacred honor
as champion of the Confederate cause. His bravery remained

unsurpassed, to be similarly admired by future generations.

315 "an 0ld Hero Laid to Rest," The Sun, Jan. 5, 1888.
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ISAAC RIDGEWAY TRIMBLE, THE INDEFATIGABLE AND COURAGEOUS

by
William M. Grace

(ABSTRACT)

The outbreak of civil war convulsed the entire nation.
Nowhere were its effects felt stronger than in the border
states. The states of Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri found
their inhabitants loyalities closely split over the
secessionist issue. Under such an explosive situation, men
of great courage and foresight were needed to safeguard the
liberties of these states and avert the prospect of massive
bloodshed. Isaac R. Trimble represented such a man capable

of accomplishing such a task.

Trimble had long been exposed to rigorous challenges.
His loyalty rested with Maryland and its right to decide its
own destiny. "Isaac Ridgeway Trimble, The Indefatigable and
Courageous," is a story about this man's quest to resist
what he considered to be Federal tyranny and regain his
state's sovereignty. No matter what the hardship or price,
Trimble willingly sacrificed to see his dream materialize.
With the Confederacy, Trimble placed his fortune and fought
to insure its survival. Even in defeat, Trimble remained
convinced of Confederate virtue and Union despotism.
Throughout the remainder of his life, Trimble continued to

pe a diehard warrior espousing the justness of the



Confederate cause.
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