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ABSTRACT

Connection is a fundamental part of
architecture; not only in the forming of
spaces, rooms and buildings, but in how
each extends further to the surrounding
environment, the streets, the city, and to
the world.

Connections are also made between the built
environment and the people that experience
it. The goal of an architect should be to
improve the setting and the quality of life
of the people that utilize its features.
These settings enable people to connect with
each other, strengthen the community, and
connect the community with the surrounding
environment.

As a thesis study, a community center for
Fort Dupont Park in Washington D.C. provides
a suitable model for testing this approach
to architecture. A variety of existing
features such as neighborhoods, schools,

and recreational areas provide support for

a venue which gives coherence and centrality
to the community.
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SITE

The site for the Community Center is located in Southeast Washington, D.C., east of the Anacostia River
in Fort Dupont Park. It sits atop a small hill immediately south of the intersection of Ely Place and
37th Street.

The site terminates the vista as cars approach from 37th Street. This location was chosen due to its
close proximity to schools, residential neighborhoods, and recreational areas such as sports fields, an
ice arena, playgrounds and bike path through Fort Dupont Park.

The site 1s a natural intersection of activities that bring people within a community together. It also
extends to the city through several Metrobus routes, the Metro, and an existing parking lot to the east.
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ORIGINS

Farly studies explored how the site
itself connected to the surrounding
D.C. area and how the built
environment influenced these
connections. Architectural themes
developed while studying combinations
of simple spaces and shapes which
create complexity within the combined
spaces.

The program developed initially as a
building that was designed around the
existing pathways and connections
between the surrounding buildings and
the exterior environment. As the
functions of the building were
identified, the purpose then became to
fragment the larger program into its
constituent parts to form the
courtyard. Open interconnected spaces
accommodate multiple uses while also
connecting the building to its
surroundings.

Research included the studying of
community development, campus and town
organization, and neighborhood
profiles of the D.C. Wards. Similar
existing buildings were studied such
as the Saratoga Avenue Community
Center in Brooklyn, NY and the Charles
Houston Recreation Center in
Alexandria, VA. A look at both
historical and existing community
centers provided a basis for the
development of the project.
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EARLY ORGANIZATION

Initial plans were developed around a central peristyle courtyard with each of the building sections
serving different functions. One wing for educational classrooms and study areas, one wing for community
offices and meeting rooms, and the larger connecting section for recreation and athletics. Porticos
extend out to the terraced courtyard which adapts to the topography of the site.
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As the program developed, details concerning building parts and how they connected to the site and to
each other became more important. Materials were chosen to link the building visually and physically with
the surroundings to reinforce the connections to the community.
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VIEW OF MAIN ENTRANCE FROM NORTHEAST
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VIEW OF COURTYARD FROM SOUTH
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PHYSICAL MODEL
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