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III. COUNTY ORGAMIZATION

¥ The County Agent's work in Sussex County is built partly
arbund three organisations, the Suseex County Cotton lmprovement
Association, the Peanut and log Orowers Association of Virginia aml
the Sussex County Farm Duresu. The Agent worked with these organi-
sations along the lines which they are interested. Other County
Agent's work is carried on by working with individuals and key far-
mers in various communities.

TIPE OF AGRICULTURE

Sussex County ls located in the tidewater section of
Virginia snd is an agricultural county. There are 515 square miles
in the county. There are 1,166 farms and 55,265 acres of cropland,
The major crope in Sussex County are peanuts, 20,278 acresj comn,
17,000 acres; soybeans, 2,000 acresj cotton, 1,915 acres; and
tobaceco, 590 acres.

The principal types of livestock found on the farms in
Sussex County are hogs and beef cattle., Dairy cows and poultyry
are found on a majority of the farms in Sussex County in numbers
to meet the needs of the farm, GSussex County farmers derive their
largest livestock income from hogs. Fractically every famm pro-
lices hogs for market. BDeef cattle can now be found on many farms
in the county and meny of the larger farms have reasonable sise
herds of beef cattle.

Sussex County has a total population of 12,485 (1940 cen-
sus) of which 9,261 are listed as rural farm population. Of the
9,261 rurel farm population, there are 2,577 white and 6,68 colored.
i the 1,166 farms, LS9 are operated by white persons and 697 by
colored. Between 75 and J0% of the total land in the county is in
woods, leaving 20 to 255 open for agricul ture and cther purposes.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES
(4) Crope

As a whole, the ylelds of all crops grown in Sussex County
wore good this year. Heavy reins fell throughout the Summer but they
did not seenm to decrease the yleld of crops for the county as & whole.
The County average of various crops will be higher this year than last
althe in some areas in the county, peanut ylelds will decrease.

The best crop of corn ever made in Sussex County is being harvested
this Fall. Tobacco ylelds and quality were goods Cotton was a com=
plete failure. The fwrmers did not obtain a good stand and later boll
weevil damage was so severe that practically mo cotton was made in the
.couma. -




iltuation
L

Jounty corn yields have been increasing for several
years. Farmers have been generally following recommended prac-
tices in the production of com.

Joals
e To furmish all farmers with latest recommendations for
corn production including varieties and fertilisation methods.

Lihods

Larly varieties of comm sug ested by Lperiment Stations
ware obtalned and distributed to various farmers in different com-
mund ties for trial.

Regular‘varietieos were publicised through newspaper ar-
Weles and tluough contacts with seed dealers.

L] News articles covering fertilisation were carried by the
two ‘.k]\,' newspapers that have circulation in the county.

Fertiliser dealers also assisted in getting the informe~
tion on fertilisation to the farmers.

Results
..
l?r farmers of tils county are reporting the ‘est comn
erop in the history of the county this year. USeversl farmers have
stated that they have filled their cribs and still have comn left
in the field unharvested. One farmer sald, "The only trouble with
produaing corn today is that we can easily produce more corn than
we have room to store."

(2) Peanuts ¢
.
uituation
.
ounty peanut yields over the past years have shown very
® little increase.« The size of peanuts during the past few yoars has
o Jocreased giving us a peanut with very few extra large kemels. Some
of pur peanut land has Lecome overlimed,

Goals

To encourage the adoption of recommended practices in peanut
pp)ducuou and to increase the sise of peamut.




&

Me thods ®

.

The isportance of taking soil samples and having them
analysed prior to planting peanuts was stressed at every oppor-
tundty. News articles were written giving comments of farmere
who had previously taken solil samples prior to planting peanuts
and had received lncreased yields by following recommendations.
Fertilisation of peanuts was discussed along with liming.

usting peanmts with sulphur to control leafspot was
an approved peamut practice this year. Two demonstrations come
paring copper-sulptmr dust with plain sulphur dust were conducted.

Minor plant food compound was applied to peanuts.

In cooperation with the Tidewater Riperiment Station,
one varietal ¢xperiment was conducted. Ten varieties, replicated
four times, were planted on the farm of Mr. J. J. Lilley, Waverly,
Virginia.

Farmere were encouraged during the Spring to plant the
large type of peanmut. This Fall, field selections of peanute
wre mde with the intention of selecting vines of peanuts carry-
fag & large mmber of pods of & large sige.

el

Approxdimately 100 samples of soil were sent off for
analysis and recommendations were made on these samples as to
needs for lime and fertiliser. Other professional workers in the
RQounty also sent off samples of soil for farmers. The PiA re-
port shows that the use of lime by the Sussex County farmers for
other then pasture use has decreased. This is in accordance with
recommendations being made by the agricultural workers in the county.

esults were obtained on one of the two copper-sulphur
versus sulphur custing demonstrations. Copper-sulpimr showed an -
creoas® in yleld of 167 inds per acre over the plain sulphur.

only visual observations were made where minor plant food
sompoun was used. o visible results were seen.

The varictal experiment conducted in cooperation with the
Tldewster Lperiment Station was very interesting. Ten varieties
e planted, each replicated | times, @“ving a total of 200 feet
of yow for each variety. The most striking differeance in the Agent's
mind was that there was approximately 800 pounds per acre difference
Wimmen the high and low ylelding varieties in the eperiment. This
e @ $pctor that in the past has not been given too much considere~
Gl in the farmers' selection of peanut seed.
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The field selection of peanuts was carried on on one
farm in the couniy. On that farm, the Agent assisted the farmer
in selecting individual plants of peanuts in sufficient quanti-
ties to give him at least a bag of peamuts. Selection was made
for sise of kernels and nusber of kernels on the vines. The far-
mer will plant these peanuts next year to themselves, and further
salections will bLe made.

(3) Tobaseo
oituation

Suseex County tobacco yields rank high among the tobaceo
produeing counties in Virginia. For one thing, we have a small
acreage of tobacco, and, therefore, as a rule, the individual farme
have a small acreage of tobacco thereby allowing the farmer to give
it his maximm attention. But farmers are planting varieties of
Wwbacco that the Lperiment Stations have ceased to recommend,

1

JO8.Ss

To encourage tie planting of recomsended varieties of

To encourage approved prectices in tobacco production.
e thods

Une varietal demonstration was conducted with the recom=
mended varieties of tobacco. News articles were published, some
of which included photogrephs taken in the county of local farmers
following approved prectices such as proper plant bed maiagement,
spraying for Dlue dold control, ete. Minor plant food compound
was applied to tobacco on one fam.

A small group of farmers attended the Tobacco Lxperiment
Station at “hathanm,

esul ts
.

Jne result demonstration meeting was held at the tobacco
varietal demonstration with approximately 20 farmers present. Lu-
tension Specialists were present and made comments about the various
varieties of tobacco in the demonstration and also discussed the
tobacco diseases with the farmers present.

No visible results were observed from the use of minor
plant food compound.

After a Lad Blue lold season last year and with the pub-
licity given to Blue lold control tils year, practically every
farmer had sufficient plants to plant his erop and several more, if
his nelghbor had needed any,




e

ine of the best crops of tobacco ever produced by
Sussex County fyrwers was produced this year. The yield and
quality was good and the farmers received a very good price
for their tobacco.

(L) Cotton

°
Jituation

The acreage planted to cotton in this county has been
decreasing yearly and the land released has been used for the
production of bYther crops. This year, allotments were estab-
lished and many farmers planted cotton who had not planted cotton
in previous years.

oals

0 furnish cotton growers with latest technical infore
mation on cotton production.

To establish a local source of good seed cotton.

de thods

The annual meeting of the Cotton Improvement Associs-
tion was held in the late Winter with 150 cotton famers present.
Extension Specialists were present and spoke to the group on the
prgduction of cotton.

- Two farmers were selected to grow certified cotton seed
and, in connection with this, they were to use the spproved methods
of cotton production, making their cotton a couplete cotton produc-
tion demonstretion.

In August, G0 cotton farmers attended the State Cotton

“ecting held in an adjoining county st which time harvesting methods
and loan program were explained.

Results

The certified seed progran failed for two reasons; first,
poor stand; and second, boll weevils. Therefore, the production
lenonstrations were a fallure., As a wh le, the cotton crop in
ussex*County was a failure. Meny farmers plowed their cotton under
and seeded winter cover crope.

(5) wWister Cover rops

oi tuation
o —————

Approximately 45,000 acres of land in Sussex County are
x~$—crupp«! sach year. L can readily be seen that this presents
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a great problem in getting Luls land covered with some type of
cover crop during the Winter. A little better than one-third
of this land will o into corn. A legume cover crop preceding
corn 1s a desirsble practice. Therefore, legume cover crope
should be stressed and encouraged where ever possible.

soals

To increase the acres of winter cover crops with special
emphasis on legume cover crops.

e tiiode

Newspaper publicity was given to the lsportance of
Ante cover crops, particularly legumes. FMA and SCS are also
interested in this problem. PMA offers payment for winter cover
erops, whether turmed or left on land. SCS encourages cover crops
in all of their farm plans.

lesul s
g1 4
Pl reported epproximately LOS of all land on particie
pating farus was covered with cover crops during the Winter of
19k9. The Agent feels that this figure is being exceeded this
all. There is definitely more intarest in legume cover crops.

i

(6) Pastures

<1ituatlon

Ladino Clover-urchard (rass combination has made it
possible for every farmer in Sussex County to have good pastures.

With allotments in effect on peanuts, cotton and tobacco, the

farmers are taidng the wetter land out of cultivation and seeding
tds land to pesture.

Loals
—_—
To encourage farmers to seed pastures.

40 furnish technlical information to farmers covering

seeding of pastures, fertilization and liming end pasture management,

lethods

Newspaper articles accompanied with pictures of good pas-

tures were used in local papers telling how farmers in the county
had established a good pasture and benefits that he was loriving
from the pasture.

Pesture exhibit was displayed at the Co snnd ty Day.




reveal that 1,290 acres of pasture were
L90=50. An equal, if not greater, acreage
of ladino was seeded this Falle The Agent is glad to be ab o
oay that the mejority of the Ladino pastures is seeded according
o recommendations and it a 8 done well providing the farmer
with a pasture of the type t he has never had before.
(B) LIVEsTOCK

(1) Hoge

avery farm in Sussex County is & commercial

e Ageat, as nany Agents in Zastern Virginia, spends

mach of his time inoculating hogs against hog cholers and visite
ing herds of hogs that are sick.

vetler feeding, sanitation and disease and

ise of better boars.
io encourage the use of better pastures and hog houses.
le thods

08T ol e Loy work was done in conjunction with
veccinaling - Uwough individual contacts.

esults

124 days were spent during the yoar on hogs. 7,797 were
inoculated for hog cholera.

Assisted several farmers in planning their hog pastures,
farrowing house, etc., with the idea of improved sanitation.

(2) Beef Cattle

Sltation

ntil the introduction of Ladino Clover and Jrehard Lrass
to this section of Virginia, beef cattle were only found on & few
farams in the county. Now a Large per cent of the farms derive some
of thelr income from the sale of beef cattle.




Joals

To work with the beef cattle producers in Sussex County,
then in every way possible.

e thods
—

News articles covering pasture msnagement, types of beef
cattle businesses s:ltable for this area and constructions needed
for beef cattle were run in the local newspapers.

wo Beef Cattle Schools were held in the county with 75
present.

Visits to beef cattile producers by igent and Animal
Husbandnan Specialist.

Hesul ts

First lot of feeder calves from county to be sold in
Feeder Calf Sale was entered this Fall. Of 20 steer calves, 15
jraded choice, 4 good and 1 medium. 7Two other farmers indicated
& desire to sell calves in the sane sale but were too late making
thelir lntentions inown.

considerable muber of animals purchased through pure-
bred sales.

A few anisals purchased tarough feeder calf sales.

in cooperation with the State Department of A adcul ture,
approximately 125 heifer calves were vaccinated against Bang's,
these belnyg the first calves in the co mty % be vaccinated,

L-H CLUB wORK
Situation

In the past, L-H Club work has been conducted by the
Agent in three of the four high schools in the county. Omly
one of the schools in which L-H Club work has been carried on
offers vocational agriculture, Sussex County is thinly popue
lated, having a rural population of only 2,577 white. There-
fore, the schools are small and there are not many rural boys
in the schools.

Uoals

The L-il goals, as ocutlined in the Plan of lork, include
an enrollment of 75 boys, reorganisation of the Jounty Couneil
and the organisation of a L-H Club in the high school where no
L=H Club work has been conducted in the past.




e thiods

The three regular L-H Clubs were reorganised in Decem-
ber and officers elected. Barly in January, the first County
jouncil meeting was held with membersnlp consisting of the offi-
cere of the verious clubs, The County Couneil outlined its
program for the year which included type of meetings to be held
in the schools, requirements for L-H Club members attending cemp
and a county program for L-H Clubs.

In April, the igent met with prospective club members
in the High School at Wakefield and explained Lei Clud work to
them. Some interest was shown.

Hesults

There were 50 boys enrolled in 4-~H Club work in the
county during the year. Fifty-anine projects were carried by
the Loys with twenty-seven projects completed. Twenty-seven
boys completed their projects. Interest in project work has
been lacking throughout the year.

The County Counelil met three times during the year, one
of the meetings being a picaniec. The Council was able to carry
out some of its goals while, on the other hand, some of its gosls
wore not carried out. Among the goals which the County Council
adopted and which were carried out was moathly L-H programs. The
Sounty Council decided to devote three club meetings to programs.
At cme club meeting, a skit was put on by the clud msubers on
travel., At another club meeting, a skit was put on by members
on the polite thlngs to do. The third skit was put on on safety.

The County Council chose as one of its goals a L-H Cluwd
Achievenment Jay to be held in the Fall., The Achievement Day was
not held.

L=H Club mesbers from Sussex County sttend Camp Farrar
at Virginia Beach. This year, six boys attended from the county.
The program was bullt largely around leadership, recreation and
handicraft. Camp was run largely by U~H Club mesmbers with the
agents and leaders from the respective counties assisting as
advisers.

Alton Owen attended the L-l Club Short Course at VPI
Mring the Swamer and was taken in the All Stars., Alton has
been an outstanding L-H b member, Alton was a previous State
ilnner in one o : s contest.

The USDA Council was organised last Winter with the
sounty Agent as secretary. During the year, the Council has
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met several times and has gone over the recommendations for
the production of crops and livestoeck growm in this area. We
feel now that each of us is giving the farmer nearer the same

i nf

information than we probably were before.

The USDA Council has Just begun working with the Selec-
tive Service Doard on agricul turel deferments.

AP -~ . P
WIUFEIA LA U Rl Ll Ol AGEICLES

The PMA, 5C5 and the Agent have constantly worked to-
gether for the bettersent of agriculture in Sussex County. We
each have a working knowledge of the other's program so that
we can talk in general terms to the farmer on each other's pro-
i L &N

e Agent is a member of the Board of Directors of the
John Re Horsley Soil Conservation Distriet and has attended all
board meetings during the year.

EVALUATION OF IEAR'S WORK

In evaluating the Agent's work during the past year,
several taings stand out. ne of these is the desire of farmers
of this county to grow more crops per acre of land at the cheapest
posaible cost per unit. This has been brought out this year by
increased laterest of the farmers to grow more corn per acre at a
cheaper cost per bushel. The farmers chose their varieties of
corn with greater care, used greater amounts of fertiliser per acre
and used better culturel methods. The same has been observed ia
the production of peanuts, obacco, cotton and other crops.

e second factor that stands out in evaluating the year's
wWork is the realization of farmers in this county that a sound farm
enterprise should be a balanced farm enterprise between crops and
livestock. The farmers are establishing astures, improving old
pastures and securing additional livestock which adds up to a better
Mving for the farm people of Lussex.

The third factor that stands out in evaluating the year's
work is the distribution of the agent's time. During the past
yoar, very little time was given t Ll Club work. Too much time
was glven to personal service work. In the coming year, the Agent
will attempt to plan his work better and to iive more time to L-H
Club work.




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual report,

The annual report is an sccounting to the taxpa ension worker has secomplished
year

It is & record of the

year's work |
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The annual report affords the
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The

An mccurate

Ve W)
Phe mori- irunort

omewhat bros

tional iuformatiot




GENERAL ACTIVITIES




GENERAL ACTIVITIES —Continued
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING
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CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply.—See page 11, column (a) and items 115 (¢), (1) through (6))

Wheat Other eren Lagurae . Cotton
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NSERVATION OF NATURAL '(l‘xll!lllgﬁ
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MARKETING AN® DISTRIBUTION
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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SUMMAIN OF 4-H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS" PROJECTS
One club member may engage in two or more projects. The sum of the projects is therefore greater than |h‘ number of different club members enrolled
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TERMINOLOGY
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