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The loecal agent rticipated in 71 county meetin s which had a total
attendunce of 2085 persons. lhese mectings included educatioral
gatherings, method demonstrations, result demonstrations, community
tours, field meetings, comuitiec meetings, falrs, acnkevement
virious county organizational meetings, The extension agent
cipated in 27 meotings with a total attendance of 483 persons
lder youth and young men and women work, orty~five meetings were held
or participated in by the extension agent thit involved L-ll nembers with a
total attendance of 2026 persons,

In emphasizing the extension progr in wdoucestor “ounty the follow-
ing areas have constitutedthe uajor core of the program, (A) Production of
fruite, vegetables, crops ani livestock; (3) “arketing of horticultural
products, soybeans, corn, hiy and suall grains; (C) Comservation of naturel
resources; (¥) ‘arm an e nagesent practices; (E) detter faully living
in relation Lo better health, safety, food and mutrition, clothing and
fanily econcmdes; (F) Youth development through 4=l work; (G) Community
development tarough the community improvement project, and (H) Leadership
levelopment Lhrough local 4= leaders, junior and adult, county committeemen
and advisory board members,

he ‘xtension 'rogrem in vioucester County can only be evaluated in
the respect ol meeting the needs of the people. The program has been designed
to carry practical information received from experiment stations, land grant
colleges an: t departaent of agriculture to the people in - usable form
according to & r desire: nd needs. o weigh the inlluences of this in-
formation according to practical applications relating to agriculture and
home economics would be quite difficult. (he influence of extension teachings
can only be measured according to the nuamber of changes made as the result of
the extension program eumphasized. any changes are made &8s the result of direct
contacts and others have been made as the resuls of indirect methods, Since it
is so difficult to record all of the changes widch have been made according to
recowmendations as the result of extension teachings and influence the wide
spread participation can only be measured informally,.

in attespting Lo evaluate some o he influence and accomplishments
that can be recognised as the result of planning and conducting an effective
extension progran, we ) ly =ely on the ancunt of cooperation received,
projects established, demand for services, adjustuents made and leadership
developed, As an extension agent, we huve attempted to keep informed of the
needs of the people and accelvurate our extension program accordingly. 1
evidence point toward a better undersianding , inereased interest and applied
practices of good sound fars management are improving,

increase! demand (or the extension agent's service emphasizes tuat
certain needs are being recognized Ly ‘armers and they are they are developing

& greater need for tralining in managenent and fandly regources, It is ine
possible for us to give justice to all the calls that we receive concerning
farm and home projjlems, since wo do not have suffecient assistance to help
carry out the work effeciently, but we do work long hours trying te meet

every possible dewand for our services in accordance with thelr Liportance.
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atteupting to aske a sumary of all the work done in relation to
sion Program in Gloucester County would be lapossible. llowever,
basic contributing factors and projects used in trying to

euphasize some of the best recommended practices for improving the
standards of living in Uloucester County can be found in the following
statements, he ‘xtension “rogr has been developed according to the
needs of the people. The one overall organisation that has assisted the
extension agent it Lan ing and comnducting extemsion work in the county
is the county agricultural advisory board, The county agriculturel advisory
board has membership of fifty-one, four meetings were held tials year with a
total of 132 members present,

he county ex " n program is based on Lhe needs of Lhe people and
these needs are only recognized as the resull of surveys. Chairmen of the
fourteen organized cosmunities in the county are the census reporters for
thelr respective communities. yuunity surveys are necessary to get first
hand information for developing & good sound extension program,. .ensus
reports are quite hel ful but the grass root information is obtalned through
good lea ership directly from the source concerned, Fourteen community
chairmen and fifty-four neighborhood leaders have assisted the local agent
in compiling the necessary information for developing the county progras
according to the needs of the people, Inorder for the needs of Lhe people
to be analized an iven proper consideration the following committees are
appointed by the advisory board to study the situation and work out solutions
to improve the conditions; “gronoay, .ivestock, Home luprovement, Community
laprovement , L~ Llub, ‘orectry, “arden, Falr, and "lamning. As the result
»f proper planning these irious committees sponsor aml promote educational
activities that involve recommended practices of the extension service., In
return & wovement is started to help improve the living conditions of people
through better sanagement and the use of improved practices,

Juring the past twelv wmths the extension agent worked 268 days and

travelied 17, ynviu ing the ext slon program in Ulouecester County,
me thousand two hundred and [ifty-seven farm and home visits were made to
assist farmers amd home makers with thelr farm and howe problems and to re-
ceive finformation concerning extension activities, wo Lhousand and S@venty
six office calls were maie by farmers and other citizens to receive information
#n relation to improved farwing practices, betiter farm and home develop-

went practices, commnity development projects, adjustuents in fauily fam
econdny, and effective farm and howe management, Uwe thousand one hundred and
ninety-nine telephone calls were made and received to help accelerate the
extension program, to insure an understanding of problems and recommendstions,
hirteen radio uroadcast were made and forty-sim news articles were publiished
to help influence better fauily living. ne thousand eight hundred and thirty-
one bulletins were distributed to help raise Lhe educatioral level and

broaden the range of interestof rural people as well as help them Lo identify
some of their own problems., Fifty-six training weetings were held for local
leaders with an attend nce of 79 leuders, Fifty-nine training meetings were
held with young men and women and 4~ work with a total atiendance of 1183,
leaders that attended Liese meetings included project leaders, local leaders,

and committeemen as isting the extension agent in carrying on extension workg.
BT,




gricultural ir: Cont'd)

ones, Miss, line ocore, iss Juile “reen and Ni aunice
Judges for t howe products and group exhibits, e "o Allen,
lawerence ynn, and J, ", Johnson were jJudges for the fleld

roducts and livestocky 5, F. irheall was also present,

ricultural advisory board was pleused at the acc lishnents
Iy lans are bein le Lo sponsor Lhe same type of

irginia was selected by the advisory board to
velo ment Jo wve not been able to
give the as t ry | the project, bocause the progrem is quite
difficult fo ent. Lo give justice to all of the farm and home problems,
swever for 19 the following goals were set for conslderation in the
fara and developuent program ich Lemon is conductings (1) In-
elds to 100 bushels per acre; (2) Complete the ruming water
and bath system; .J) increase ti ltry flock from 400 to 600 birde; (4)
stablish a one acre ladino-clover orchard grass pasture for livesiock; (5)
cooperate with th A orestry Service; ) Improve form bulldings
palr ing ! prove Lome grounds and paint the inside of t©
house, and \se i yleld to 30 bushels per acre,

ethods to be used in accomplishing these objectives were; (1) %o
asslst the demonstrator with the selectlion of various farm and houe
equipment; (2) llelp keep the demonstrator informed on latest developments;
\3) Use the assistance of speclalist when ever possible; (4) isulst the
jemonstrator with farm and home invetories, and (5) ake frequent farm and
wone visits Lo kee; vject to date and follow through with the

farm and howme progr

s the result of th various methods used, the following accomplishoents
have been wilnessed, p Livestock pasture has been established according to
the rocommendations o ension service and Lemon reports that his feed
bllls have been reduced a proximatdly A5 percent. ITwenty acre= of forest
land have been cut over and seediings were lefi a cording to the forest
seed law, loney received from the sale of the timber will be used this next
year in removating the bams, poultry houses and continue with the running

vien.

s the result of conducting this farm and home development project,
lemon as been able to learn how to keep records and plan more intell
8 a part of the program /ir and 8, Lemon are able to set down and
their plans together and this results in a better understanding of the fam
and howme problems from ix sldes, e are expecting to continue with this
articular family in the : plan alon ith “rs, Lemon on attesmpted
developments for t and ‘ood ly, interior decorastions and - eneral
furnishings ar jeents, ason has definitely galned more kwowledge about

3 own A b f ing with the progrum
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The County sgricultural Falr is sponsorsd ammually by the county
agricultural advisory woard. he fair has been sponsored by the advisory
board for thirteen y It is operated on a non-profit basis. xhibits

finances are contributed by farmers and business orpanisations of the

special falr commitiee is appointed by the advisory board to
ke plans for the purpose of meeting the needs of the people. ‘he county
falr 1s an activity that s been operated on the basis of good will and
cooperative community spirit, o the extenslon agent it seems to be one
county project Lhat coordinates practically all of the projects conducted
under the supervision of the extenslion program. The main purpose of promoting
a county falr is to include a any of the products and by-products Lhat
are being produced and processed in the county as the result of extension
lanning. ach year farmers, housewives and youth come back looking for
that inspiration ich they can not get from any other activity which
the fair program offers in relationship to good wholesome community living,
he county falr also serves as an educalional activity, because when people
exhibit good items many others are given an opportunity to leam, h
exhicitor is given an opportunity to learn by doing and the observer is given
an equal advanta learn when sometiing interesting and important attracts
his attention. ! e travel fro ara to farm it is interesting to leam
by observing; llowever, the sase idea is developed on a ssaller scale vhen
(arme mll together a few of Lhe best that they have to show at the county
fair,

he final reports of the fair showed that 527 ctems were exhibited by
by farmers, housewives sebers , s WHA, FFA msmbers and community
organizations, he falr was held at the Thomas O, Walker School, “ocanes,
Virgdnia, JUctober 2-4. ne undred an! eighty-seven First, Jecond and Third
place awards were given, which included sixty-four first place awards, he
total cash awards were .256.50, Iltems exhibited included field crops,
horticultural products, canned fruits and vegetables, pastries, needlecraft,
proup exhibits, arts and crafts, shop work and educational work done by
4= members, SrA, NHA and \ naubers,

unds for the fair were solicited through commnity leaders, churches,
county organizations, business establisiments and placard advertisememts,
the total monies recelve L1 25,

n “riday evening and .aturday afternoon the program comnittee conducted
lonal activitlies which involved demonstrations, talks, swmary of
activitics and projects comducted from ten of the thirteem organised communities,
nenbers gave dewnnst ons and talks on their various projects,.
laine oore, local ome gent, ing and meen Lounty, spoke to a group
farmers and youth on the subject "lHow Lo select, prepare and display
exhibits at the fair for best results, lso a8 a part of th rograa, various
cousa: ities were ven an opportunity to demonstrate their talunts through
songs, skits, demonstrations, recitations and toam work.

proximately four hundred amd seventy-five persons witnessed Lhe occassion
udges were: Ur, ., L, batson, /irs, ‘oliie Lee, ire, Mary ¥, "atkins and lrs,
Edna ‘nite for flowers,




practices in th roduction of sweet potutons,. vy Clayborne won Firet
rise and Vorris Claysorne won -econd prise for the county; prizes were

)00 and $3,00 respectively. rise sondes for the show and sale are
donated from the counties ; ticipating in the comtest,.The adult A-H
leaders from loucester County donated 512.00 as the share authorized
for each of the participating counties, s the result of thdls sweet potate
show =i members and participating parents in Gloucester County are becoming
very much interested in the project and they have pledged their support in
trying to increase the nu r of 4~ mbers that are now enrolled in sweet
potato projects, his year three boys will participate in the show and sale,
e are still hoping to increase our quota for next year,

jult 4= Leadership:

lhe doucester Lounty .dult 4-i Leader “roup has conducted various
projects to defray the expenses of the county 4~ program, These twenty
five voluntary leaders have been responsible for the finance of sending
fifteen delegates and two leaders to the annual short course, three delegates
and one leader to Lhe wild life conference and six leaders to the distriect
=il leaders tralning me ting. [nis year the 4" leuddr group sponsored five
socials and one pieniec for h=i nembers and parents which had a total attendance
of 782, The twenly five leaders have conducted 132 desonstrations and assisted
clubmenbers in making 166 garments and items for houwes and rooms, ‘hese
leaders have travelled many miles in & procass of helping clubmembers with
thelir projects voluntarily an' the mmber of hours that they have spent with
clubmenbers and parents in trying to get clubmembers to plete their projects
can be totalled among Lhe hundreds, but even through this hardship our leaders
have done a nderful job in assisting the local farm agent with ideas and
helpful movenents that could not have been jossalble for one person to do, iis
year the &~ leader group witnessed a total of J1158.00 from fund raising
drives which they have conducted to help promote the county L~ program. lhe
=il leaders group will plan nothing short of the needs and desires of a well
planned 4-ii program in Gloucester County for 1959.

Achlevement Jay:

ix hundred and fifty persons witnessed the annual achieve ent day
progrem at omas C, Lger school, “canes, Virginia, ‘riday Jctober 3, 1958,
ach of the three organised clubs exhibited a falr, ltems exhibited
were salect from the members projects. Frojects, records and groups
exhibited received (37.50 in priszes,

slubmembers, parents, leaders and friends were given an opportunity to
visit the various projects and displays exhiblited by clubmewbers. Clubmembers
that won first prizes on their yJects were given an opportunity to discuss
thelir projects with the group and give demonstrations where necessary. It
has been through these t rograss that the parents and clubmember s have
realized the laportance of working together in making a successful showing
of projects and record LL of the four-l clubs were given an opportunity
to Zive a sumary of thelr activities for the year and outstanding accomplish-
ments, rizes were awarded by th resident of the 4« council and the
president of the 4=l leader group. he program also consisted of songs,
special reports from clubmembers that attended activities out of the county.
Phyliss Joulden and lary Looke, State 4=l officers were presented to the
group.
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pproxing vyt ndred L= neubers, leaders, nts and frisnds
witnessed an interestin aral .ife Sunday ‘rogram at Sethel HSaptist Church,
sassafras, Virgiunia, Sunday lay 25, 1958. he ‘everend ll.lam wssell Jones
Fastor of the Jethel saptist Church centered his serwon around the Second
Heart and used as his topic, oving Une inother'. - embers participated
in the choir, assisted in the pulpit and as ushers. our- members conducted
the following activities on the program, “esponsive deading, “eripture,
onents of Méditation, Allegiance to the Flag, "our-ll "ledige and the Call to
orship. Catherine 'owulden an hyliss Uoulden reported «n the 1957 '1ld
idfe Conference and the 1 ‘our-il short Course, respectively. Jualor
b=l leaders were pre.ented othy Jker and Foureil dolegates to the 1958
inort Course and ult Leaders were present:l by liss, lLecla Hill, Assistant
ecretary of the .dult 4~ sader uroup. special collection was takem Lo
wlp defray & axpense of slegntes to Lhe 1958 short course, ohn Norton
and Miss Leola 'dll were appo the 4=l adult leader group to take charge
of deleg:tes, wmas loward, L=l leader was put in charge of transportation for
delegates, our-ii menbers and leaders wore special elothing for the wmral
Life Sunday vervices. [he colors of green and white were used to wake up the
church decorations that wer il J w L=l sembers,

Four=ii ‘ractor Clinic:

pur Junior A= ers > loucester Lounty attended the '‘nmual
k=il “ractor Cliniec at Virginia State Colle etersburg, Virginia,
february 13-14. oaders were Thomis lLomax Jr, Zanond, Yirginia; Leon
Jsrandison, ‘canes, Vi ginia; lorris Clayorme and laytorme, Plnero,
Irginia.These Yunior Leaders and the local farm agent received ilnstructions
in tractor mainte ce operations. The tractor maintenance course involved
instructions in the following: /ir cleaners, carburators, lubricants, ignition
system, tractor safety, cooling systems, housing farm equipuent amnd how to
organise and conduct a 4~i tractor maintinance school in the county,
instructors included reprusentatives from ti merican U4l Company, Virginia
gricultural ‘xtensi rvicej local tractor dealers and Virginia Ltate
Collage, Fetersburg, Virginia, he cliniec was sponsored the /merican 04l
wompany, New York City, New lork.

Four-tli .we-t otato Jhow and le:

Two 4=l boys fro loucester County participated in Lhe Annual Upper-
tidewater Bweet otato “how and Jale, ‘he show an' sale was held in King
illiam County, dnesday, “ecember 11, 1957. ULach of the 4~ participants
was required to hibit three bushels of selected sweet potatoes from his
1957 project. Po exnibited were Judged by A. Vermon Watts, Associate
i orticulturist, /irginia ricultural ‘ruck ‘xperiment tion,
irginia., This sweet potato show is the out come of one of the
striet activities sponsored by local farm agents employed in the uyper
tidewater section of Virginia, is particular district consist of seven
counties, Caroline, fling and ueen, Charles City and New Lent, ‘ssex,
dehmond, <in i liam and .loucester, he major objectives of Lhe sweet
potato show are: (1) o desonstrate proper methods of producing high quality
sweet ot .toes; eh 4 embers how to grade and show sweet potatoes
for narket, and J aembers the lmportance of good management
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hort

‘Afteen L=l delegates and two L= leaders attenced the innmal Jtate

=il Short Course at Virginia itate College, ersbury, Virginia, June 16-20,
elegates Lhat atlended Lhe short course were selected on the basis of
roject work ¢ ucted and participation in 4~ club activities, he
following members attende! the short course, Feleclia Catlett, “ayes;

atricia vashington, vascafras; Jarlene Ureen, Urdinary; Lenors Shackleford,
hackleford; lary Cooke, Uellamy; Thomas lLomax, Zanonl; “thel Jones;

wen d, D y Walker rederick “arter and Garland Uooth, Gloucester;
wrlene Jowlden, Hayes; Fhyliss oulden, Wan; leon randison, ‘oanes; rl
Levis, Hayesjand John Norton and Mrs, Della Driver, Ware Meck, Virginia were
the adult 4~ leaders that attended,

Jelegates that at.ended fro loucester Counly were enrolled in the
following classes, huslic reciation, leereation, lome (roun seautification,
Jafety, ‘wral irts, lome .ardening, lecords and “ecord Keeping, Citisensnip,
ood Grooming and Junlor Lealershlp, 11l delegates took and active part in
class discuscions, dewonstrations, talent program, and served on various
comditiees,

hyliss Joulden was elected president and Yary Cooke was elected
secretary of the state A~ hort Course, ihese 4~ neubers were elected as
4= officers as Lhe resull of participating in many of the short course

activities and displaying their leadership abliity during the week that they
were allending the short course,

ild iife Conference:

hree L= members and one 4-H leader attended the immal Vild Life
Conference at Virginia -tate College, FPetersburg, Vieginia, iugust 5, 6, 7.
Jelegates were, shelton Jouldin, . loucester; Uelano ‘vans, are ileck; and
Ivy Clayborne, Pinero. « Uy bemon, Gloucester, Virginia, adult 4~ leader,
also attended the conference along with the 4« delegates. Delegates received
information on soil conservation ctices, tree ldentification and conservation,
and the recognition of helpful animals and birds., A portion of the expense
of the delegates was donated by the 'ederal Cartridge Company, /inneapolis,
minnesota, Jelegates that attended the conference were selected on the basis
project completions, accomplishments in L= work and particlipation in Al
activities,

Ubservance of Aational 4« @ok:

itional 4=l Leek, Narch l-8, was observed Ly the three organised L-i
clubs, the 4-H leader group and parents as well as friends in the county.
e observance was plamned by 4=" members, L-il leaders and parents. Four
bulletin boards were decorated at the Thomas C, Walker Jchool, lounes, Virginia
by clubmembers and leaders and one educatlonal display was posted in the
window of the lUloucester /e hop, located at Jloucester Courthouse, The
Junior Leadership Club decorated the len's Shop Window, A special 4~
enrollesent campal n was sponsored by the three organised 4~ clubs during the
week, Clubmembers and leaders wore 4= embloms, buttons and jackets, special
=i program was held in the school by clubs, Une hundred and thirty-four boys
and girls enrolled during the week. Ihe canpaign closed vith a special program.
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Project Jork:

yar-il members are enrolled in projects selected from the 4<l I'roject
anual published by Vir i ricultural ztension Service, rospective
=il members are issued L= enrollment cards in Jecember, waeh clubmemnber
is briefed on the approv projects for Virginia 4~ members. Clubmembers
are informed to select only projects of thelr respective interest, need and
abllity to meet the nec recuirenents,. Clubmesbers between Lhe ages of
10 and 12 are & to Lake only one project, olier members with ex~
erience, intere d abiiity to do a good jJob are % take additional
rojects where applicable, ult 4~! leaders are trained to give project
instructions where needed, lers are also prepared to help clubmenbers
with the selection s and to glve instructions at tises other than
during regular club meetings. 1l clubsembers are encouraged to assoclate
themselves with one ol rganised clubs in the county and take a part in
activities conducted : various ciubs, Farents are urged to furnish the
necessary materials for clubmembers to conduet successful projects. loecal
leaders assist the local agent in guiding, tcaching and supervising 4~
projects,

local leaders are provided with resding materials simdlar to Lhat
issued to clubmembers on their projects to Lelp keep adequate inforsation
concerning 4=/ members ojects and requirements available, uring the re-
gaular monthly seetin leaders have an opportunity te report problems and
conditions existi 02 k=i mem ers in thelr respective communities, iLeaders
are urged to visit 4(-ii memboers often as necessary and sassist clubmembers with
their project record books as soon as the project is o~ pleted,

wigg 1958, t f 134 members enrolled in 4= work, fifty-one

boys and eighty-three girls. The 134 members conducted 156 projects and
completed 105. orty voys completed and 62 girls completed, making a total
of 102 members completing. rojects conducted included corn, soyboans,

seet potatoes, vegetable rdens, forestry, poultry, tractor maintenance,
electricity, nowe grounds beautification, canning, clothing, home furnishings,
roos ilmpruvement, jundor 1 ershlp and safety. 1l of Lhe seven memburs
enrolled in com ) completed with total net receipts of 3487.50.
welve acres of beas ere lavolved in five 4~ projects with a total
net earning of ) he six scres of seeet potaloess conducted by
ten boys have been estimated at a gross receipt of §1950.00. The total
recaipts from the ho rden projects was Bl465.00. Two 4l members thinned
four acres of timberland and two secded 3500 pine seedlings. wo members
conducted poultry projects with a total of 375 biras, net receipts (190,00
ive senvers enrviled and coupleted the tractor salntenance project, he
county winner entered Lhe state 4~ tractor operators contest and won third
place, Iiwo boys enrolled and completed farm and home electric projects with
& total of 12 articles complete st 4 total savings lA5.00. Seven members
enrolled in canuing pro) four completed with a total of 275 quarts of
‘rults and vegetables can st & total saving of §125.00. Forty-four menbers
enrolled in clothing and completed king a total of 78 useful articles for
the home and 51 wments at a total saving of (978.00, Hine of the fourteen
wenbers enrolled in home furnsihings and room improvement completed with a
total of nine rooms involved and 37 articles made at a total saving of 580,00
for furnishings, makin ictures, curtains, painting rooms and renovaling.
urteen of the '3 nembors enrolied in Junior leadership completed, four
completed safety projects, ~2f-




ns re set ) r W
recomience | st . 1 vervice, oys and girls are enrolled
An A= work D« ! : i rojJects conducted by 4=~ mneanbers
are selecited fr ol i J aoual . lubnembers are generally
enrvlled r c . @A, fficers elected are:
president, : y T3 secretary, treasurer, reporter,
song leader and lead onsor lealers are
teaghers of e . - ¢ ) elub work and the
out of school ¢l sct ! neor leaders, YU rojsct lsuders
are selected by t b clute from ne re enrcvlled in the 4(~' adult
leadersidp club, A are b i twice nthly in schwol during the regular
school teru, t sumser months, leaders mest with the vardious groups
in their respectd yamunities, ur-i{ mesbe™s that are out of school or
in high school me nthly wi the and =it londer club which meets in
the local farm agent's office or various homes on the first saturday in
sagh month, he Junior L ers Club meets sore often when ever it is
neces v'il"".

e Co junior ancil is an organisation that 1s made up of
all the officers fru « va lous org sed L=l clubs, This organisation

ets two or three times annually to make plans | e county L= clube.

ihe purpose of i r ization is to help coordinate the county W~ progrem
and follow through Wi certain sactivities that are planned countywide.
County council meetis " 5 eld to Lraln 4= officers and acqualnt them
with theldr dutles, ounty councll sets up the major A= club
objeciives for Lhe | 3 county L= clubs work toward these major
objectives, y £ ) . Lives set by the county council, each club
can also have oth Iy jectives for the jyear,

e Jloucester ant.y : 3 is an organisation of adult
nesubere that is orga L ore and A=l elubs with thelir
projects, activitles d an o s organization 1s organiszed
sisdlar to the 4« ¢ 5 » U i w various officers being the
sane , hese adult le 3 . thly Lo receive special instructions

and tralndng in A-H w J it lecder group also assist the 4~

groups in planning ir ac ties for the year, ost of Lthe sembers of
the adult leader rou ject leaders, Lhe ers are sponscr leaders
and assistant club leaders. his group has tweniy-five aembers un

voluntary workers, Ir nthly meetings leaders are trained to
femonstrations, how to check L= members records, how Lo conduct A-il
meetings and the type ¢ games , songs and social functlons to carry on at

=~: ciub meeting he 4= leader group has been responsible for ralsing all
of the monies to send d tes to the L= short course and other special
meelings, his year ti Liult leader group sent five representatives to
the District 4~ eader Trainin eoting that was held in King an seon
County, February 18, 195 nstructors were; /ise. Jorothy Uentry and
MNumer, issociate e L- lub sgents, Jirvinda .gricultureal ‘xtension
ervice, lacksburg, Vi nia
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somunity provesent work is a project designed to help ralse
the standurds of all people living within a specified commnity selected
by the County ricultural board, he community improvessat is sponeered
by the state igriculturil  dvisory lcard in cooperation with the county
agricultural ady Yy ard, The commundty lsprovement project is one
organized for the purpose of cooperating with the .tate ixtension Jervice
in improving a Jture and the level of living asong farmers in Virginla.
he objectives of the Commnity laprovesent Frogram are: (1) lo strengthen
home demonat lon work, 4~ work, program and comwuanity clubs; (2) Te
teach better f wmiagenent and farmmdng practices; (3) o improve famdly
living an c ro wes (4 > create active community leadership;

wr wl nitles by strengthening the economie, educat-

ional and soecial

Wy facilies was selscted by the
county ad boa t icipate in Lhe state community luprovement
program. - » f discussing objectives and outlining the program to
Lhe fanilies in the community a community club was organised, elings are
sont ly and arious phases of the progranm are discussed s Lhe result

this community project ilaprovements sre being noticed as we frequently

avel Larough this section of the county. s & moans of kecplng far faudlles
sware of thelr dutles a wubers of the comsmnity lmprovement .roject a check
sheet is issued to each famdly avmally inorder for Lhem Lo check thelr own
rogress. everal leaders have been trulned to work with fasdllies that desire
their assistance in filling out the check sheet,

s the result of careful planning ‘dén Uill Sommnity has sade soue

improveuents, ne of the major commsunity projects is to get home painted,

is year six homes ve been painted or resided, two howes have been renovated,
four homes have been paint n Lhe inside, three homes have been electrified,
twenty seven families participa in the community clean-up campalgn, six
farmers seeded winter cover crops, one farmer established a permanent pasture
and twenty farmers seeded some type of home garden for the family food supply.
A\ partial setting of shrub.ery s made at Lhe Alom #4ill dSaptist Church at
a total cost of 54,00, even of Lhe ekeven L~" members enrv. . led in 4« work
completed thelir projects for 1958, The community club distributed eight

skets of food to the under privileged last Christmas., As one of the fimal
results of Lhe efforts put forth in the community tovard accomplishing a few
of the objedtiv outline he tate .gricultursl «dvisory Joard in 1957,
the comunity recelved a (10,00 award. Ihe club has planned to use this
wney to help complete tne church landscaping project, e can feel thot the
community interest is increasing anmnually as the result of keeping comouniily
rojects before them at all times to help keep them aware of thelr place in
the community

lhe agronony committe Lon ith the as-istance of the local farm agent
has constantly assiste hese agencies with Lhedr farm and land improvement
progrems . ‘epresentatives o these agencies have been lnvited into our far
group meetings to explain certaln practices for ilaproved land uses,
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8 the result of conducting these desonstrations, more hone owmers
Are reques.ing Li letance of Lhe local furw agent Lo help select
shrubs and plan thelir howe growsis. hds year the local fam agent
assisted in establishiag one landecaplng dewounstration. nis demonstration
was plumed and carrvied out on a new howe, Ur, i, J. Jummer, Gloucester,
‘irginia saved proxiuately o<50.,00 on his landseaping project by using
the assistance ol Lhe arden comdilee and Lhe local farm agent, Plans for
the landscaping dewonstration were outlined by Ur, 4. L Yatson and the local
farm agent supe . lanting. ore Lhan 150 lwwe makers and garden
lovers have witiess Lhis particular dewonstretion Lhis year, The local
agent alse gives wice Lo tihe following dewonsiratlions which were

past seven yeurs; John Urdver, rk, Virdoda;

Levi Clayton, ite rarsh, Virginia; Mrs, Lesper lJowien, Ark, Viruinia

re, Jagquallie oster,  leondeo, virginia, Flans for all of these houss

drawn by Ure <o ke valson, Viegnla Slate College, Petersburg, Virginda,
lhese dawislrallons helped Lo prove Lo a large percentage of our home
owners Lhat a plan is necessary when a landscaping project is started. Hsany
of the nome owners start Landscaping projects and get disgusted at them over
a period of years bDecause ey did not plant thelr shruvs, trees and flowers
with any future in wind anl the results have been discouraging. iwo Lours
wre held Lhis yeu: wt involved ail of the five landscaping demonstralions
with approxisate ~Y QiaaKkers dLlending. 8 wWe Lravel Larough the county
@ Ccan see sone rovewsnts on ny o e yadds Lhat otherwise have not bosn
SCcelvin alny aation

8 the result of the goals set by the garden committes and the Zion llll
covvunity improvesent club ancther commnity church is well underway in
getting the grounds lLundscaped, he first shrubs were purchased by the
comunity club at a cost of 54,00, ihe local agent conducted a setiing
denonstration on Lhe chure rounds spril 25, 1958, Lavor and other necessary

lanting materials ¢ furnished by farmers and commudty workers, Ilwelve
ion, he community ciub which is
oryanised in the comunit dci has been elected the desonstretion comsmnity
for Lloucesler Lounty, has sel as its goal to complete the church plantings
during 1958. s Lhe resuit of starting this church landscaping project two
wme owners have started purchaing shrubs for Liedr landscaping projeet, Lhe

ersons witnessed Lhe A { uensns

docal b has also given as.istance in helping Lo plan their landscapes.
total of sixty-two ome owners have received some Lype of landscaping
assistance during Lhe year,

hree educallionad re 1eonsirations have been established in
Joucester Lounly Lo Lelp prowste Lhe use of better loreslry minagemsnt
praclices, (hesesdemunstrations were established by I, «w, Fatton, .ssociate
xtension Forester, Jirginis ricudbural .xuension vervice, Llakksburg,
virginia along with the planning of the forestry comlttee, ihe assistance
that the local farm and comuitiee received frow /alion helped to get more
farmers interested in conserving tiueir timberlands,
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ihe ho L Lee has included ny important phases of
howe garden ~ i ration i k wtional
activities thu | ' ardens  an “ th
jects for U enefit of lmproving
dens in Jloucester County, First of
have received helpful Information
trying to produce enough fruilts and
commercial purposes; Jecondly, Indirectly
ore and cooperstors will even.ually spread
) aterested in the projeet, and Thirdly, when
stions ntest are conducted farmers generally forget about the
side of ¢ wject wnich in retumm help levelop & different
attitude t« ™ X 1 ir owr its an " s for houe use,

@ garden laprovenment contest sponsored by Lhe

garden ca Ltee ¢ stants showel great enthuslasa. ontestants nave

sarved well as r msible people in getting others interested in better

home garden praclices as well as how to make exhibits for the county fair,
\coording to Lhe final scoring, /rs. Levi Clayton, white Varsh, Virginia won
first place in the contest with an average of 99 points on first and second
scores and including the polnts recelved by winuing first prise on her garden
display of eight or more vegetables at Lhe county falr; Herbert “ates, .rk,
Arginia and ‘rchie .shley. reahosic, ‘Irginda were second and third place
winne respectively with 97 and 95 pointe, he comaltt is planning another

interesting progran [ 1959 th hopes of inereasing wore interest and an-
couragin ore families to eir own home frult and vegetable supplles,

est, walgo 3} owners An place 20 Lhe hooe grounds
is one that is located : ibs and flowers that helps to beautify
the exlerior potion rubvery and flowers properly placed
anl designed serves u : veloome into any hone, lne nre
peo yrburdty ) L 3 our howmes more thal
the it becomes n ry fo ) e more rexindful of our home
and i " vund ings r " our ideas and attitudes toward living are
potraited in th aner in lch we landscape our wrounds . sutiful
Uiving is jJus s laportant Lo our community appreclation as our neighbors
attitude be to owr well being. herefore, our homes deserve more out-
side a.tention inorder to help bulld better atiention on the inside, s our
howes invite people to come and visit, comments will be spared only to the
xtent. Lhat they mdght Le ilnsuliing, but the besuty that surrounds us cun be
made the center of atiraction for any good home maker that belleves in good
healthy winlesase living 1u the out door area of Lhe home,

In previous years, o e sape dewnstrutions have been estav.ished
in Jloucester County, ) lemonstrations were ectabiished for Lhe purpose of
helping to encour » hoge owners to becows consclous of their home and
its surroundings. r. . L. vatson, lorticulturist, Virginia State College,
Pete:sburg, Virg » has assisted the local [ agent establishéng these
lemonstrations,
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the importanc f tr to develop interest and get these
jemonstrations ectablished, the home garden committee made plans
countywide home garden meeting and get out the bulk of the ine
ers., is meeting was planned especially to smphasise Lhe
iaportance of hoe gardens and orchards and to get wvolunteers to participate
the home garden conte w commdtiee also planned that the howe
jarden demonstritors be ecause tids projeet would require in-
dividuals that would b Lo Koe cords also persons who woul
have desirable loeatio . O rden demonatrations, The countywide
eoting was called larch { L9568, J. O, Higginbotham, lorticulturist,
lanpton, Virginia was the prineiple speaker, izdnboinan discussad helpful
ways by which interested ardaners could improve thelir garden pructices,
lhe discussion was centere und the interest of the people; (1) Spring
and fall rdens; (2 ardeties of frults and vegetables to plant; (3)
Culturel and fertillzation practices for best results snd increased ylelds;
(4) s t pest,diseases ~nxl their controls; (5) Spraying and pruning home
orchards, and (0) Harvestin nd curing fruits and vegetables,

is particuls eoting stirred up the interest of sevamty-five home
gardeners, en farners voluntesped to participate in the better home garden
contest, dgzinbotham as isted the committee with the requirements and the
score sheet * contestants, 11 contest ts were required to have at lesast
ten fruits and o 1 production in their gardens during the scoring
periods in the spring an s inorder to complete the requirements, each
contestant was informed that ome garden display of eight or more frults
and vegetables were %o be o bited at the amwmal fall county falr., Also
as a means of keepin farwmers interested, door prises were donated by
local business establishments, Persons that wolunteered to participate in the
home garden contest were; Irving Uriver, irk, Virginia; Hervert b ¢ tes, irk,
Virginia; Mrs, Renle Cordomn, irk, Vir inia; willie U, lorris Cappahosic,
irginia; Mres. Levi Clayton, hiie “arsh, Virginia, “ev, John H, 4llisus,
are heck, Virginia; Ueorge Fax, Urdinar irginia 3 John Norton, lare Neck,
firginia; Luther Shorter, rk, Virginia and Thowas ¥, loward, irk, Virginia,
rehie Ashlaey, C.ppahosic, Virginia and Hev, ¥, OUtls Srooks, cods gads,
Virginia were selected to conduct the home garden demonstrations, rooks and
shley had desirable localions for the demonstrations, BSethe demonstration
lots selected were near a maln highway where peoile could observe theam all
during the growing seasons., The local agent assisted with soll test and seed
selections. Fruits and vegetables were sprayed with Malathion Insecticides.
he three houwe garden tours that weseconducted by the garden comuittee
influenced a total attendance of /94 persons,

e #e Fompey, lorticulturist, /irginda -tate College, Fetersburg, Virginie
assisted the laoecal farm agent with the scoring of the home gardens entered in
the contest, 1l of the gardens were julged on the following basis; (1) Care
and skill in gardening, a~Condition of plants, b-ieed control, ¢-insect control,
and d-.rrangement of plante;(2) Variety of plants in the garden; (3) Garden
location in relationsidp to the home; (4) ‘andecape of home grounds, and (5)
fertilization, ecultursl and preservation practices.




he products produced in home ardens and orchards constitute the

post igportant items Lhat make up the dally fadiy diet; Therefore, these
fresh fruits ani vegetables are still the essentials that are required to
be used daily. Yet, for no good reasom at all, == are confronted with Lhe
problem of farmers not producing enough fruits and vegetables to supply the
faudly geeds, dally, weekly an annually. he number of farmers that are
producing year-round gardens are reducing annually. urmers that are producing

nty of fruits and vegetables are taking tremendious loss annually, because
of poor marketing facilities f persihable products, liuited knowledge of
grading produce to receive toj arket prices, inadequate faciiities for con-
trolling insects and déseases of fruits and vegetables. any farmers are still
laboring with the idea that they can buy frilte and wvegetables cheaper than they
can produce them on their on s, his we know to be the lack of interest of
ousewives and thelr abilities to can and preserve the overflow of fruits and
vegetables that farmers produce, n the other hand many farmers think that it
is the housewives job to take of the home garden and spray the home orchard,
ith these man roblems st hand there is no definite reasun to bellieve that
there is a possible chance for the back yard home garden and orchard to be
restored to its right place and that is to the home grounds where rore interest
should be taken by the entire farm fandly, If the prices of food goes up and
farmers are not making any more net income amnually, this stands the reason why
each year furm are falling farther behind with the family budget, PFruits

and vegetables produced economically at home, stored, frosen and preserved
properly will help balance not only the faudly diet but the family budget,

loday approximately fifty percent of the fawdly income is spent for foods; There-
fore it becomes essential for any average faudly to increase their income the
equivalent of fifty percent or produce tieir own fruits and vegetables ascording
to the necessary requirements for the faully,

he home garden committee has made several surveys of the home garden
situation in the county and it has been revealed Lhat approxisately fifteen to
twenty percent of the farm faxillies are producing family sise gardens, only ten
percent have gardens of so t and Lhe other seventy percent are buying a
greater portion of beldr frult vegetables [rom the stores, aide from
these problems, iluproper : e facilities, inadequate facilitlies for controlling
insect pest and diseases of frults and vegetables add to the increased loss of
fruits and vegetables anmmually. armers that are oper Ling roadside markets
can not always demand the top prices for their produce when diseases and injury
help to lower the guality of products that they are adble to produce,

he Loae rden comuittee set up the following oujectives after making
surveys and witnessing Lhese various problems which have just been mentioned,
to help lmprove the conditions and encourage more furmers to produce their own
frults and vegetabdes as well as incre.se interest in the project that can be
made profitable by using good Jjudgment and pructicing good sound home garden
mana;enent o
l. Conduct two home garden demonstra'lons

onduct one home orchard desonstration
viuct a hom arden contest
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Yor Lthe ) years the local agent has asslisted the demonstrators
in conduct il . projecis, € have not been able to get specialist assistance
but the inter st Wi the dewo rators have developed helps to carry out
the basic purpose of lemonstrations in every sense of Lhe word, e feel
that the attitudes which 1t lenonstrato re developed have done much to
improve the [luence of the  xtemsiom rogr in he county. As we nake visits
to these dewonstrations periodically, farwers are continmuously asking questions
concerning poultry production, anon ators have continumed to keep dally
egg records and buyers have witnessed betler grades of egys from Lhese par-
ticular farmers. armers that have been en i in the poultry projects are
not as fearful as the before in getiing dowm to business in thel oultry
houses as well as with buyers that consult they about producing eggs for market,
ith the interest that y fa re have, we are still hoping that it will be
possible to get back to workin, ith eu again soon on & wore productive bas
fhe poultry flocks in .loucester are still too ssall for farmers
reasonable profit from poultry alone, 3 the result of conducting these contest
asong demonstrators, h scome wore interested ir * home poulliry projeects,
leforehand many o y Lk ht that it was the lwusewives job to look after
the poultry flocks, but now since Lhe rave found oul that the poultry business
ean be made applicable to the every d type of lLiving and still become a growing
enterprise witnin ta of the fauily budget, uckesters” are still buying
the larger portionm of th g5 that the furmers are roducing in Gloucester

County, but farmers are in a better position to demand more for thelr eggs per-
fosen because Lue their own grading an e buyers no longer have to
buy egus in bulk @ cheaper pricers because the eggs have not boen
properliy graded, r cational demonstrations have helped to bring more
capital into Lhe \rNers Decause o e lncreased knowledge that they

have witnessed a he ult f the yJects which they huve conducted,

8 the result o niucting Lhese poultry projects more faruwers are
urchasing their chicks locally, which is a saving to the farmer and &
ol.Ler business or loeal hatcheries, he local rent assisted twelve
farmers tids year wit 1@ purchase of layers and fourteen with the purchase of
oroller and {ryer strains, 1 »a the demonsirators numerocus other farmers
were as isted with fe ding methods, c olling extesmal and internal parasites
of poultry including turkeys. his year the local agent assisted thirty-four
farmers and demonstrators in preparing poultry and eggs for market and twenly
edght with marketing information that will wed in developing a sound ultry
enterprise,

the livestock o Liee been weil pleased with the results received
from participants in t ous livestock program for 1958. The local agent
has used every avallable iree of information possible to keep livestock
producers inforwed abtout prices, ding rethods, disease control methods
marketing faciiitles amd ef ecie wrk mulhods, iinty-seven farmers
adopted recomsended pract i swine and a total of 126 farmers were
assisted with production, n sent and marxeting. & the result of using im-
proved practic farmers ceiving increased benefits from ir livestock
projects. e feel thet with incressed interest in the future, the livestock
program in lUloucester County will take stead ove toward better grades of
divestock and increased returns.
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(homas ] ! homaS .omax, nond, Virginia, lomax and
Howard purchased rebr i rs and the others purchased Spotted “oland
China .ows,

¢t wvas agreed by Lhe farmers that purchased Lhese rebred sows Lhat they
would try their best to place all of the plgs that Lthese sows produced in
various sections of Lhe county. iube these furmers have reported that
place approximately 152 pigs tarough the ccuniy as the result of the live
program outlined by camittee, ring 1957, four purebred sows were
purchased ti ough the live tock committee and [ifty-one pigs were placed
tarough the county, his year ‘obert lorris, ppancsic, Virginia and Thomas
lonax, ianond, Virginia purchased purebred sows, lorris purchased a Serksiire
and .omax purchased a lLorkshire, igs from these animals will be available
during the early part of 1959. he swine program has wot gone to well during
1958, due to the low cost of market hogs, but the liveslock comuiitee expects
to get the ; ram back into full operation during 1759. owever, Lhe
number of pigs that the livestock committee has distributed around the county
has nelped to improve the type of grade animals that fumers are producing and
as Lime goesa on » coundttee is hoping to get a good grade animal on every
farm that has hoge in the county, he purebred wudmal progrem is well under-
way and more farwers are oecoming interested in Lhe program. schi your we
have been carrying sany of our farmers Lo the purebred hog shows and sales and
they have become very such encouraged to go back home and do a beller job of
growning the type anlmals that they can vest afford, Each year we are soviag
closer to & type swine pro s that will encourage more farmers to become
interested in purebred animals and make crosses for the feeder plg groups.

omes Lomax, “anoni, Virginla conducted the s.ine feeding demonstra.ion
planned by the liveste c ittee, lomax established a permanent ladl.o clover
orchard grass sture the fall of 1957 am his pasture has been include
in tours conducted by \ronomy committee an o livestock commlitee, Lomax
reports that his feed cost has been reduced more than 65 percent as the result
of establishing this pasture for his hoge. supplenentary pasture of rape and
soybeans was used to reduce w amount of grasing on the clover during the
sumier, ne fleld me« W was held ab tnd wrticular demonstration with a
total of eightecn firmers present, omax discussed his livestock progrea with
the group and expressed his firm belief that pemsanent pastures for hogs can be
the answer to the feed reduction cost.

eorge Uregory, Gum sork, virginia conducted Lhe swine demcsstration that
invelved a sanitation program, hog pasture anl purebred hogs. he local
agent assisted .regory in setiing up his sanitation program. log houses were
build, feeding troughs were bullt for pigs and sell feeders for lar
Une acre of ladine clover was seeded and rape was seeded as a supplementary
summer pasture. ovac vaccine was used to lnnoculate the pige at six week ’
old, lose salt wes used and kept before the animals at all tises. Jodius Floride

was used for the control of worms. s the result of good management pructices,
proper sanitation methods and good grade and purebred animals, Uregory has

been encouraged to increase tLhe size of his hog pasture and purchase another
sow for breeding purposed : roduce two litters of pigs anmually ring 1959.
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high percentage of the poultry and hogs produced actually can not meet

sarket requirements for good grade products,

the livestock commitiee appointed by the county agriculturel advisory
has compiled the following information concerning the wvarious problems that
are confronting livestock producers in (loucester County. utry producers
are purchasing inferior grades of chicks ry large percentage of the ‘armers
are falling short of good management practices which is necessary to help make
the poultyr industry profitable, 7ine producers are also practicing methods
that are well out dated in Lhe livestock progran today for best results, There
are still farmers that are not com-pletely sold on the idea of the lmportance
of purcuasing purebred and good grade animals for increased sales, better
@ality hogs and reduced cost of production, Improved sanagesent practices
are definitely needed on practically farm where hoge are produced, ilch
cows have been on & steady decline for the past Cive years and furmers thut
are maintalning cows are still nusber asong the low grade Lypes that are far
inferior to the registered tLype animals, oor managesent is also another [actor
that has caused many farwers to sell thelr cowsy not realizing the Laportance
of good mdleh cows in keej the family supplied with butter and milk as well
supplying the childrens need for uilk in thelir dally diets, ith the decline of
farm animals, especlally cows, Lhe total requirements in cost of fertilizer
materials for farm lands are inereacing anrually. Jamyard mamures have helped

reduce the cost of fertilizer requirement over the past years, but with the
.

decline of the nusber of fam imals maintalned, the cost of fertilisers are
becoming a big factor in reducing the net farm income ammually,

a means of desi rogr to help improve the livestock conditions
in the county, the livestock comnmittee agreed to setup the following goals for
1958: (1) Get two farmers purchase purebred hogs; (<) Fromote a swine
breeding program in the couw mduct one feeding d-monstration with
hogs; (& nduct one d ‘ with hogs that will include include proper
sanitation methods, hog pa purebred animals; (5 utinu® the fam
flock luprovememt contest; (¢ least five furwers to incresse thelr laying
flocks; and (7) Prowote prograun to encoursyge farmers to maintain more cows on
their farms for home and comercial pusposes, ‘he comuittee found out that
one major difficulty resained as a discou ing problem to farmers was the cost
of feeds that livestock required for maintenance, his being one of the major
problems, the comudtiee thought it best to give tids particul:r itea first
consideration, because the feeding problem was one Lhat eould destroy the whole
livestock business in the county 1f » I wasn't dome about the condilioms,

t this polnt we wuld like to say that last year was not the first time
that the livestock comuittee had an occassion to realisze the lmportance of
developing a good swine productlion program in the ecounty. n Jecember 13, 1955,
the local farm and the chafiman of the livestock committes, 4, . Lemom,
vassafras, Virginia arranged for the following farwers to purchase purebred hogs
from the NeClenny Furms, ‘acefield, /irginia. The farmers that purchased these
purebred animals were: eorge Uregory, Gum Fork, Virginia; Jess Gooke,
Jassafras, Virginia; ilbert «, Urandison, oanes, Virginia and Francis Dudle
doellamy, /irginia,
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Farmers in “loucester Lounty are engaged wostly in ralsing poultry,
hogs, cattle and sheep. he census report for 1950 show that 289 lfarme are
producing 75,995 amwally for commercial purposes, and 181 farms reported
2,554 hogs and plgs were sold, ity-two [arms reported 108 turkeys
ralsed in 1950, ro; e production standpoint practically every faru in
the county is maintalining ty or sore layers [for home use wn reneral
purposes,

Jdvestock »duction 1is Lher phase of the furuing program that is
wortiy of giving consideration because it is also bringing in a large sums
of the finance that furmers must have Lo make fardng operstions pousible.

If the llvestock can not be readily accountable for on a commercial basis,
it must still be understood that practically every firm fandliy consumes
sixty to seventy percent of the famlly supply of meats from the farm and
that withing itself will be considered important, because if these andmals
were not ralsed on the fars e same meats would have to be purchased to
feed the farm family. side from conswming these meats that are produced on
the famm, wrs are depending on livestock for fority percent of Lheir cash
incoue, ome consuuption of meats and egus are giving farsers a higher
purchasing power for other necessary items on the farm and in the home,
armers that have few excess animals for sale find it convenient to
use the local livestock market facilities which is located near the Uloucester
and diddlesex county boundary line on the lorth end of the county. This live-
stock warket is opem Lwice monthly Lo the public and the sale of livestock
is accomodated from farmers in Flddlesex, (loucester, “athews, and ing and
ween Lounties, ultry and eggs are generwliy sold to local merchants with
the surplus poults and egus also sold locally to "lmcksters” that plok-up
farm produce throwgh the county weekly. his pructice we have not encouruged
too much, because farmers can get better prices for ir eggs AL they
produce and sell directly to the markets, he major problem that confronts
wst of the farmer is the quanity of eggs and chickens that they have for sale,
Unless these items are sold in large quanities, it would not be wise to make

arketing obligations L of the county (ue %o the expense inwolved in this type
of operations,

s the result of surveys, we have received a very good analysis of the
livestock situation in the county and without a pos.ible doubt a well

balanced livestock program in ~loucester County is definitely needed to help
increase Lhe purchasiing power of ‘armers and encourage better sarketing
facilities for livestock including poultry. ealising the needs of the

people the county agricultural advisory board appointed a livestock comittee
to work out a program that will best fit the needs of the people and to en-
courge the lmprovement of the livestock conditions for a more profitable
enterprise, fhe livestock comaittee has made several surveys and reported
interesting flundings, wakch has resulted in considersble thought in trying teo
work out a program that will definitely help improve conditions and eventually
put more money into Lhe hands of farmers as well as get thelr present livestock
systiems on profitable basis, ™ ° he farmers have less than 100 layers and
swine production has been on » decline for the past five years,
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th ‘ates, .oods < irginia conducted a two acre dewnstration
with song ‘arley seeded at t rate of two bushels per acre, with 300 pounds of
S=l0=10 fertilizer broac seading time and the other 300 pounds of 5-10-10
fertiliser a plied as as sing in bruary along with 40 pounds of
nitrogen, e desonstrati established Getober 29, 1957, ites recelived
at total yield of 86 from the ere plot, »aking an average vield of
43 bushels per acre,

Il of the small grain desonstrations wer included in fleld meetings and
tours sponsored by the agronomy comuities., ‘he deconstrators kept records of
thelr denonstrations and were well informed on the desonstrations that they
conducted, 8 dewonstrators, these furmers became better informed about the
important items that it possible to increase ylelds, 1l deonstrators
became rore intere in prepoeration of the soils, seeding methods, ferti-
lization methods and t of production, ese demonstrations were practical
educational tools ich farmers must work in carrying out good farm management
practices,

the result of pr pr plannin s the cooperation of Lhe county
agronony committee, many of our goals outlined at the beginuing of the year
were accouplished, aring the outset of planning the year's plan of work,
the agronouy covwdttee had on ajor objective in mind and that was to reach
the people where they were and set up the various projects according to favorable
conditions inorder that due condiseration could be given to Lhe demonstrator
a8 well as the project concerned, he methods used and the various eduvecational
projects desonstrated defenitely played an inportant part in helping to get
over the idea that faruing is 2 business and good mana ent practices will
deteruine Lhe outcome of any roject conducted on Lhe famm, rom and educational
stand point, demonstrations have proven Lo be one o he best Leaching melhods
for those that are quite concerned with the necessary changes that must be made
in fam operations. hen a farwer actually gets an opportunity to apply his
sidlls along with the new ideas that are presented to him, he is better in-
formed and as t result of these type asducational it is gquite likely changes

are brow about more rapidly than they would be otherwise,

through practice we learn and these various demonstrations have helped
levelop at . itndes that ve faced the desire to belleve that it is also posalble
vith me vhen ny neighbors can apply the neceasary eflorts to improve conditions
as the result f learnis t. T and putting good ideas into practice,
he followin 1t demons 3 .ablished according to the re-
comendations he eile . erved the communities well according
to the recogni neels enonstrations established were as
follows:

its ) 8
heat, ' §
rley 1
oy astures (wiater)l0

4l of the de trations conducted served as an educational means for
farmers to galn prectical information, Comuttesmen denonstrators witnessed
improved benefits.
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mall grain crops still play an important part in the farming program.
any farmers are gx ling thelr feed for livestock locally and they sell
the remainder to \wrkets, ‘he whe acreage in Gloucester County
has been on a stead; ine for the past five years since it is now
necessary Lo get wheat acresge allotumeats Lo grow any reasonable awount to
sell to loeal markets. herefore, sany farmers have resorted to planting
pastures and growing otlier small grains and commereial fleld crops, In
instances where s L grains are not mixed together for winter cover crops
and winter pastures, farmore e still interested in getting the largest
practical amount of grain per acre, Ihe agronony conmittee did not leave
this part of the field crop program entirely out of the program in trying to
assist farmers with their fara production problems, ne devonstration was
planned for each one o e following small grein crops, wheat, oats and
barley, and a fertilization denonstration was also plamned for wheat to show
the importance of proper fertilization practices for increased yeilds per
acre. he agronouy comuittee proceeded with the small graidn projects just
as it did with previous fleld crop demonstrations, Cooperators and demonstrators
were selected he comuitliee along with the assistance of the local farmm agmnt,

Jesirable locations were emphasized in selecting the places for the demonstrations,

since there were not Loo many farmers producing small grains, it became
necessary to rely wstly on cooperators that were mostly interested in growing
theldr own small grain crops for livestock feed and these were mostly farmers
with a large number of farm animals or medium poultry flocks,. Vemonstrators
that selected the various small grain projects will be treated in the following
paragraphs,

illie 8, Yorris, ahosiec, 'irginia conducted a four acre demonstration
with oats, orris seeded the /rlington vardety of oats (ctober 22, 1957. The
oats were seeded at the rate of 24 bushels per acre, 300U pounds of 5-10=10
fertilizer was used the time of seeding and 300 pounds of the same analysis
of fertiliser was used Lo top-dress during the month of February 1958 along with
40 pounds of nitrogen per acre. orris vitnessed a yleid of 274 bushels of
oats per acre, whith was an average yleld of 68,50 bushels per acre. iis
ield held true Lo 3 average ylelds ich lorris has been receliving per acre
on his firm,

lbert .. Urandison, anes , Virginia conduceted a two acre fertilization
descnst ration with Vahart vheat., (randlison seeded his demonstrution Novewber 9,
1957 at the rate of 1, bushels of seed per acre. ertiliser was applied on one
acre at the rate of 600 pounds of 5-10-10 per acre, 300 pounds at the time of
seoding and the other 300 pounds was applied in February 1958, along with 40
pounds of nitrogen. Plot mumber two did not receive any fertiliser and was
seeded on the same date and the same rate of seed per acre., FPlot mmber one,
the plot that recelved the furtilizer, ylelded 15 bushels of wheat per acre and
plot number, the one that did not receive any fertilizer, produced a total yleld
of 24 bushels per acre, thout a possible doubt this particular desonstration
proved the worth of using fertilisers properly and proper soil conservation
practices for the use of iture crope that are Lo be planted,




The pasture program in Llouces I en on the upward

move for the
past five Jears, ihe ladino-clover orch 4

88 pasture conducted by 4homas
oward, Ark, Virginia has been an inspiration te farmers with livestock. he
gronony Committee has laso be n successful in getiing ten winter pastures
establlished awong clubmembers, Cooperators in the winter
wore the following; Thomas Howard, Ark, Virginiaj Wil
Virginia; Albert v, «emon, -assafres i ginia; Thomas

» ture movement

le 5, Morris, Cappalosic,
» ousx, ‘anoni, Virginia;
Ce C. Gardner, *ames e, Vir inia; Jeth Jates, voods X “vads, Virginia;
deverend 5, P, Har is, ‘oods oads, Virginiaj Clarence ~asiington, oods wads,
irginia; Hollls Jacikmond, | ©oads, Virginia and Hobert lorris, Cappahosic,
Virginia, eed nixtures r t mastures included one bushel of oats, one
bushel of rye, 15 pounds of rye grass and 1 ounds of clover, 1l of these
pastures were fertiliszed at the average 9te of 600 pounds of 5-10=10 per acre,
fhese farwmers have reported that these pestures have saved them more than
850,00 in thedr overall feed cost ring the year, these winter pastures
have served as a two fold purpose, they have helped reduce the cost
as well as improve! the soil rtility on the
vinter pasture dewmstirqtions,

of Teed
respective farms conducting
ith the labor shortage growing sach year
farsers are beginning to resclisze that they mwst Luprove on thelir farm labor
facilities and cut down on Lhe cost of lecding livestock tLhrough Lhe development
of supplementary pastures and permanent pastures. The agronony club me-bers are
looking foreward eac » establishing some type of cover crope that will
econserve thelir soil an p to build their farming program more econoudcally,
homas Lomax, 1 irginia and ‘obert Vorris, Cappahosic, Vir

dinda
h:.ve established permanent pastures,

hese pastures are seeded Lo mixtures

of ladino clover and orchard grass, with one section seeded to ladino clover

alone, 0 ie strations are belng established to help cut the cost of

swine production, or-ls and lomax have estimated that they have cut the cost

of feeding thelir hogs by cne-halfl and as the pasture get into full production
the reduction in cost is expected to increase, which will ve

wiking it possible
to grow three hogs on

Lthe origlonal cost of ¢ A JOArs ago. hese
demonstrators will keep records on thel mwojecta far the purpose of encouraging
more farmers to seed hog pastures,

upplasentary and permanent stures are beconing more important in the
farmers progr that have livestock. any farmers are witnessing the results
of good pastures for livestock. few years ago nany farmers referred to
without evem if Lhey did have livestock,
foday the story has changed, farmmers a finding out that they can establish
pod permanent pasture on one acre of land that will far succeed the wvalue of
other crop that they can establish on the sane acre of land, Jince good
permanent pastures require the heavier solls, many famers are resorting to
clearing lands and draining lands that they once had discarded for other use
to establish permanent pastures. lToday when we talk with farmers that have
established good pastures, ey are always eager to stop and discuss thelr
pasture pro ram with you and they alse refer to the fact that a good pasture is
& must in any faruin rogram where livestock is included. As one farmer has
put it a good pasture is in

pastures as something t they could de

lace if only in a rotation program anxl use the
clippings for hay., The a ronony committee 1s well ples.ed with the interest

of farmers in the pasture progrem and each year plans are being made to increase
the munber of acres seeded to wSLures,
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alter ok " ) irginia was selected t

© conduet the soyb

varietal desonst long with Francis Dudley, Jellamy, Virginda.

oyboans entered in the varietal test were; Ogden, lee, Yoods Early,

Jorman, Valstate an -100. eeds wer treated with arasan and planted
bay 26, 1958, Oudley and “ooke seeded one portion of the fields selected
for the desonstrations along with 600 pounds of O=lD-20 fertilizer per acre
and seeded the s Lion without applying any lfertiliszoer, oth plote

al been see P P 8 year to corn hybrids which had recelved an
apply supply of fertlili S per acre. 8 Lthe result of these varietal
lemonstrations the Lee soybean showed marked lmprovements over the other

beons seeded in U enonstrations wilh the Uglden soybean runking second,

[he beans seoded on plots that received fertilizers did not show any
difference in yield or appearange of the stalks, These desvnstrations also
proved that the best fertilization practice for soybean crops is to fertillize
the crop well that is previocusly grown on the field, and the best rotation for
soybeans it to let the beans follow corn cropes that have recelived an agple supply
of fertiliser, th of yybean varietal deonsirations were included #n
field meetings and agronomy tours. sers Lhat atlended the tours and fleld
meetiings appreciated Lhe wvariet y f educational demonstra’lons where they
were able Lo observe ny varities of field crops produced in Lhe same area,
jeeds for
Incorporated, :lot 8 irginia. pproximately 135 formers witnessed the
varietal desonstrations on three field meetings and two teurs,

%

these wari sonstrations were donated by County-City Supply

he agronomy ¢ has oceen very plessed at th wperation givemn by
clubmenbers in establishing these varicus edue tional demonstretions, To
have special projects to be included in tours and field meeotings give much
wre encouragement for demonstrators to do a betier Job and as the result
the demonstrator often receives increased benefits from hds project and this
type of information coming from the demonstrators and cooperators gets wore
farmers interested than would » been otherwise,

‘armers are becowdn yre consclous of the fact that higher ylelds per
acre is the only re ning factor that will enmable them to balance the farm
progran and increase netl earnings. armers are encouraged when Lhey car ot
high yields and reap monetary benefit ‘rom Lhelr harvest, 2 matter of
helping to keep farmer ' raged and to emphasise good nanagement prectices,
the Bank of doucester an annual award to Lhe farmer that produces the
wighest number of bushels of soybeans per acre.

his year the loc - peasured six of the nine plots entered
in the soybean yield contest and the average yield was 35 bushels per acre
anong contestants, aller poke, -assafre irginia received the highest yleld
with 38.9 bushels per acre. Cooke's plot did not receive any fertiliser, he
sewded three pocks of Lee Joybeans per acre, he seed was treated with aressan
and seeded ‘ay 26, 1958, » plot had been seesded previously to comm and clover,
The previous coim crop had received 500 pounds of 5-10-10 fertilizer per acre and
the clover crop was turned under in sarly spring. 1l of the contestant received
an increase in yield r acre from two to four bushels,
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oKe, suafras,
od
roke seoded -ishs o
WLie rocomsend L of the
sion v ! 1 s cluwded in the agronomy tour
this fall. T ece i yushels per acre a yoke recelived

A yield of e ard ast two yeuars )oke has increased
twenty eight bushels
er acre. for to i nstrator, Cooke sec nly open=pollinated

yield pex ] r LT ns nore

second prize at the county for his corm exhibit,
the results recelved {rom thelr demonstrat-
emonst ions with corm lhybrids for 1999.

tlons i TONo Iy ¢lub members
19 included, Lwo ¢ yord retions, one fertilizalion
nstration tha I ) povnd ' a lete fertilizer per acre and
chemigal weex t 8 0ns tions in corn crops. sekiah 4]l, Pinetta,
inia and 8 w8, rginia cuis od Lhe comn hybrid
1@ atio ch included the following n hybrids, VPI 426,
hio C~54, ouLhe shontas, Munk =91, Punk =134, Ploneer 3094,
iloneer 510, VI her uthern “tates varieties Catawba amd
herokee, eeds a ‘et for both of the varietal demonstrations were
donated t. t rated, Gloucester, Virginia, oth
jemonatrations w : seed vex] cultivated according to the
recospendations Lhe exlLens "vice, 1ll expresced his opinion as the
his yield that >y proved Lo be the best corm for his soils.
celved anl averuge eld of 7 shels of comn per acre., Cooke chose
the Funk G-134 wvardet) plot because it ylelded well and turmed out to
A very pod show corn fo » county exhdoit, Cooke's average yleld was
approxisately 83 bushels pe cre, lhese educational deonstrations served
thedr purpose well, e Lhey luded in most of the agronowy tours
conducted and " e given an ¢ ity to compare several varieties of
corn withia a g nese of tional desonstrations are in-
tere:ting to cond I n slors are willing to comuct these
demonstrutions to le > ns the e or vardety of corn hybrids
that will do well

ccording to reports fro jmonstrators and the number of persons that
stiended five fleld wmeelings and two tours that included these various comn
byorid desoustrations, a proxis ely two hundred and seventy-five persons
witnesue hese deswnstrutllions. vews articles and redl rograms included
information and resulis on many of these d netrations as well as fumers
were given an op ortunity Lo express Lhemselves at fleld meetings, comsunity
meotings, tours amn on radlo rograns ,

he eighleen sbers olled in the lloucester County ronowy Llub
averaged 78,50 bushels of com per acre, est yield was 89,75 bushels
pe cre and Lhe lowest yleld was 72.86 bus s per acre on plots set aside
for weasusenents for the corn Lrophy. sorge Lregory, am fork, Virginia
had the highest yield, alter F, oke, sassafras, Virginia, the second highest
with 36,34 bushels per acre and llesekian Hill, Pinetta, Virginia had the third
highest with 84.7]1 cushels




he overall ) i ; A ) ) L ricus agronowy
projects nducte I ~ 1as fually i Lo make it podsible
as well a»s profitabl s 1 ' © witness better
yislds and increa et ir e per ' T xtension vervice has taken
the lead in promoting good sound farwing practice L svery fourm owmer
and tenant s i ’ some Knowledge about pruduction and management
in the f ng ¢ ¥ 3 wssisted the county agent
greatly '} the ny | proj ! ¢ been necessary for
farmers to conduct for ti enefl : to improve the general overall
production of 3 £ ! t kY. 1l of the desonstrations

al; However, as the result of conducting these

dex trations ) ! have witnessed the fact that the demonstrators
have become betlt t certain physical conditions of their solls
as wil A8 1 i . t t the crops that they have been preo tucing
ov the past yea is ismpoesible for us to review all of the
demonst ratio : ts conducted this year, we will attempt to give a
brief swmar i Ol ions that involved many of the major factors
that larmers > A e articular concern with and are anxious
to et a better erstand Lhedr ethods of faming.

viucted the permanent pasture
» wh irginda and borth rolina
has worked on jointly ucat i ) et and a dewonstration with the
irgind ricultural ension Jervice, comsendations for Lhe dewonstra.ion
ere nade Lhe xtensio vice and materials were furnished by the Vlant
ood lnstitute, is deswnstration was tablished more than flive years ago
with a mixture of ladino-c.iover am rehard grass. It has only been resecded
iiffepent Lines as th it of damages done by long hot dry susmer months,
Jou ¢ axtension < s onw Lhat atiriouted Lo the various needs
and requirements of ) tion. he solls were tested regularly and
fertilizers were applied accor to the recommendations or results of the
soll test, J. V., ilders, 3da xtension gonouist assisted the loc
agent with recoumend.tio: lesonstration, or the past two years,
split applicstions of fertiliis ave us n Lthe one acre plot, ive hundred
pounds of 5«l0=10 fertil » applied during the month of ebruaryand the
sscond five hundred nd a ilon was wie in vuly. hds particular pasture
jemonstration ha reds of dollars anmmally in the cost of feed
for his livestock. ie : s cow recelved approximately 205 days grasing
and one-half ton to L from the plot. e cost of feed has Leen
cut more than f . his demon-
stration has been ¢ ft ounty agronomy tours. ore than Len
f.r“.ern have Deen e s i LUno=-clover orcham rass ras L ures
as the

tersburg, Virginia
assisted Lthe local fam 1 c ue four desonstrations with com
Yyhrides and two y t g orm hybrids Lhat lavolved walcal weed
control metho 2 conducted lnvolved, Lwo dewnstrations with
recosmended v ) )T eastern Virginda; one varietal corn iyorid
jewonstration U lved e . recommended varieties of corm for Jloucester
r

vounty me fertilizati tion thet lnvolved 100K ounds of a

couplete fertilizer per acre,




The count : y © ittee consisting of a group of interested

ng sbout farmers production
and net profit proble a8 assisted the county agent greatly in helping

to carry on the ¢ Lty extension program, Of icers of Lhe organization
are, [hom DMAX, ! inla, President; Oliver ., Driver, rk,

o loward, /rk, Yirgdnd ecretary, an
illie 8 1 irginia reasurer, JTotal sembershilp for Lhe

umers that ar 11ll4r t y and do somethi

arg > “ . _ s

elub in ere oly en manbers, squiresents for membership is .1.50.
Ilnorder f £ r r in the corn, soybean or pasture contest which
is sponsored by t A come & member during the time that the
club opens its seunbers! ! weaber hip drive generally close during
the month of June eac BT : roup meets three or four times annually and
wre often il necessary. ie from the regular order of business during each
woting, specialil re generally invited into the meetings to discuss some
phase of farm practices and demonstr-ators are given an opportunity to review
their projects wit e Zroup. his year representatives of the soll convervat-
ion service and the agricultural stabilization comuitiee were invited into the
regular meetings held and farmers were given an opportunity to discuss their
problems and they also received ore information concerming the operations and
practices of these various agencies. ihe eclub held four organizational meetin
this year, sponsored el field meotings and four tours that involved nlve
leuonstrations a B al plots conducted by clubmembers, roximately
farmers and cooperators witinessed ese fleld meetings and tours conducted

the ronouy lab,

he progress of the v 2 rojects conducted were emphasised through
news articles, picturss » local radio programs. s & moans of helpin
to keep interest, slid .he iou sjects were taken to be kept in the
of 'ice files for future references, he general publiec was given information
on various demon e purpose of increasing Lhe knowledge and
participation ) i i i ons ., ows articles .l radio Lroadcast
containing information 1 new dewvelopments and recomendallons iped served as
an s'uestional service < sons that we would not reach ordinarily
in our regular routine of county. nave agcess » & weokly news
aper and a dally news T 1 i out the information to our fam ole,
ihe Lasetie-Journal is per ¥i the ily press is a daal aper Lhat
wlps tremendiously in getting our may i s ani objectives over Lo the people,
ditors oo Lo Apers are very cooperativ th the axtension ent. In the
e8<ly pape ° . iven col n without harge iy eop farmers informed
on curvent ha,cenings i agricultural world, hese articles also helps to
K8ep our extension | i »elor L nd our cooperators and dem=
onstrators are ev @l laportance of keeping their projects up to
date in the news and srest 1s increascd as the result of knowing that
they are e.nyg checked @ Lions on wdr projects, s Lhe
result of advertising theoe v 0 proje and Jemonstrotions, local business
abri rizes w ards for outstanding yields and

daproved faruing prectices. [Mmis Lype of interest is much needed in carrying
on Lhe extenaion program and Lhe demwnstrator receives an award two fold vhen
s wjects ows an increase U 1ld per & wideh in returmn gives higher

et profits alon ith the prises that a elp keep up the interest,

establishments hav




yuduct establish field crop desonstratlions according to
the recomsend:tions o he I xLension -ervice, Jemonstrations
conducted to volve proper cultural, fertillsation and seed-
ing practices, ecords establiished by demonstrators to be kept
for future references,
o desonstrations with recommended corm hyvrids
One corn hyurid varietal dewounstration
One corn hybrid fertilisation desonstration

» soybean varietal demonsirstion
soybean fertilization desonstrations
soybean demonstrations with recommended varieties

permanent pasture demonstrations
swmer pasture demonstrations
fall pasture demonstrations
pasture fertilisation demonstration
ne new pasture established according to recomendatio

monstration with recomaended variety of s

nstration with recommended seed variety
| jeconstration with recommended seed variety
wheat fertilization demonstration

ethods to be used in tr 1, to accomplish the many goals and objectives
established were outlined Ly the agronony comuittee. The committee studied

the many possibilities of selecting demonstrators, giving assistance, motivating
more farmers into the use of better farming methods, and actually getting good
desonstrations underway for the best pobsible use of everyone concerned, [he
agronony comnittee followed through with the idea of selecting the demonstrators
and cooperators for ¢ various projects planned., Information and instructions
wvere adopted by the committee and projects were conducted accordingly.

The agronouy comuittee realiszed the fact Lhat assistance of specialist was
necessary to ald in carrying out the projects and demonstretions planned
successfully. o I. Carter, .gronomist, Virginia state College, Petersburg,
Virginia, assisted Lhe comudttee amn he extension agent in selecting desonstrators
and cooperators for the desired projects. Carter was lavited to meet with the
comuittee in early spring. n this particular meeting, careful attention was
glven to the importance of good land use practices, proper cultural and ferti-
lization wethods, selection of certifled seeds and timely planting dates for best
results, emonstrators and cooperators were given the necessary informatiom to
follow in getting their various projects established, All denonstrations were
established primarily to produce the highest ylelds possible per acre of land at
the least possible cost of neces:ary materials and labor, Certified seeds, re-
cormended analysis of fertilizers and proper fertilization practices were
specially emphasized with projects to be conducted by agronosy club members,
he local agent assisted the desonstrators with soll test and securing seed
varieties for their demonstrations. local feed and seed dealers were informed
about the projects being conducted and they cooperated very readily whem thelr
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C. Uet every ay woy club mewber to establish a permanent

}

pasture Lo he cut the cost of feed,
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