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1958 ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

General County 3ituation

King and Cueen is & rural county located on the northeast bank
of the Mattaponi River. The county is 66 miles long with an
average width of only 8 miles,

The total population of the county in 1950 was 6,299 of which
L6E is widte, During the past 20 years there has been a de-
crease in population of 1319.

The 1954 census indicates 764 farms, 424 of which are listed

as being operated or owned by widte fammers. The county agent's
salling list numbers about 240 active farwers. The total land
area of the county is 203,520 acres L3% of which is in farse.

In 1954, 702 farms reported harvesting a total of 24,235 acres.

About 77.2% of the total land area 1s in forest or 156,000 acres.
There are many ssallsswmills and pulpwood cutting units. A
large paper mill at West Foint of fers smployment and purchases

a considerable mwount of pulpwood from King and Queen County
landowners. The only industry in the county in addition to saw-
mills is a vegetable cannery located at Walkerton. This can-
nery operated in 1958, canning lima beans raised on leased acres
and blackeye peas raised on contract. The stockholders plan to
elose out their farming operations and contract for eanning
erops with local farmers.

Almost 1000 ascres of farm land was placed in the soil bank for
5 to 10 years md possibly as much wore will o in next year if
the plan is offered again. The agent recogiises that the returmn
to the individual for the next few years may be greater with
government help than by renting land to farmers. The county as
a whole would be a major loser due to diminished commerce.

Thds wuld encourage more pecple to move out, making the tax
burden, even for second class services, hard to bear. The
solution is the developument of the whole county to support more
people. It is to this end that the plans and efforts of the
agent are dedicated.
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Hethods and Results
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Methods and Resulte

1. Forestr; was emphasised in A=H Club work. Fourteen boys
set out about 6000 seedling=. Hight of the boys entered
their plantings in the Forestry Club contest.

The Forestry Club had 37 eontestants who applied 56 pract-
ices on 1116 acres adding an estimated quarter million
dollars to the potential wealth of King and Cueen County.
Prises were given to lst and 2nd wimners in 6 eategories
of improvement work. Certifigstes and rosettes were
given as well as money prises.

Three quarters of a million pine seedlings were set out
in 1958 in addition to the work dome by the Chesapeake
Corporation,

The Virginia Forest Service and the Chesapeake Corp.
cooperated in the educational features of the program.
Frequent conferences were held in the agents office
coordinating all efforts,

The Forestry Club has issued membersidp cards which can
be slgned and carried by persons interested in King and
Jueen forests who perhaps will not be contestants in
1959.

Agronomy

A.

Situation

Wheat, corn, soybeans, tobacco and vegetables are produced
commercially in King and Queen County. Production of sun~
cured tobacco 1s confined to the morth-western end of the
county. Farmers in the northern end raise tomatoes, com,
beans and sweet potitoes for the Richmond market., Those in
the south-eastern portion market mwost of their vegetables
in West Point. Wheat, corn and soybeans are produced com-
mercially in all parts of the county.

Goals

1. Inecrease the use of cover crops on 25 farus.
2. le- soil sasples and plan fertiliser program on 25 farme.

3. Five fammers to control garlic in wheat YW spraying.




5.

15 farmers to increase income from vegetables through the
use of standard packages. Marketing only quality produce
and by using a complete spray program.

30 furwers to top~dress small grains. 6 farmers to use
liquid nitrogen this year,

Methods and lHesults

3

Ao

A liquid nitrogen demonstration on small grains was hald
on 4 farms in scattered parts of the county. Over 60
persons attended these demonstrations and 20 farmers used
liquid nitrogen on eorn, small grains and grasses,

The agent continued to stress the advantages of soil test-
ing in planning time and fertiliger. This service is
being used by an increasing number of farmers.

dinter cover crops were kept before the farmers through
the press, radioc and individual contacts. King and Queen
flelds are very satisfactorily green at this tise.

The s ent cooperated with the Hanover agent in organising
the Vegetable Growers Assoclation, 5 growers from the
Newtown district are members and plan %o use the facilities
and serviges in increasing numbers.

The growing of staked tomatoes and modern packaging methods
were demonstrated on the famm tour held in comnection with
the Farm Bureau plende.




. k=i Club Work

A. Situation
There are approximately 180 boys in the county of A=H Club
age. The i-H enrollment at the beginnming of the year was
59, We have to hold our meetings at sehool during the
activity period and other activities keep the older boys
from attending If the meetings are held out of school hours,
the county is so long and the attendance is very poor.
King and Queen County is long and narrow, rather thinly
settled, which makes it difficult to organise into community
groups.
More cooperation could and should be exercised to better A-H

Club and 7.F.A work at one of the county high sehools, If
it were possible, both organisations would be improved.

o develop & A~H program that will be of value and interest

all menbers.

have 15 4=H Club members set out 6,200 pine seedlings.
have two 4= County Council meetings during the year.
average 7 pigs per litter in the A-H Pig Chain Progran.
hold "Share-the-Pun Program.”

observe Rural Life Sunday.

have County Achievesent Day in the fall.

have 15 boys attend i~H Cump at Jamestown,

ave 85% completion of all projects.

have one boy emter Dstrict Junior Public Speaking
Contest,

To have one boy attend 4~ Short Course.

o have three A=H mesbers enter thelir 4-H Dairy cows at
the State Fair in Ricwmond.
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IV. Mnor Frojects

Orchard and Small Fruits

A

Atuatior

There is one commereial peach orchard in Kins and Queen.
et farns have a few Lrees and several farmers grow
berries for local markets,

oals

1. Increass the incoms from peaches on one farm.

2., Oix farcers %t plant Foeahontas strawberries.

Methods and Results

1. All orchard and small fruit work was on an individual
basis.

2. HResult desonstrat'ons on pruning were given on 4 farms,

3. There were two pluntings of Pocohontas strawberries,

Home Garden

3ituation

Farners have allowed their interest in howe gardens to lag
since horses have becone scarce.

Goals

1. Inereases the number of fall gardens in King and Jueen,
2. BEncouraze the use of new vegetables and new varieties,
Metnods and Results

1. The monthly garden letter was sent to 200 families and
was well received,

The year-round garden was stressed on farm visits, The
agent wa: possibly ‘e big winner here, The conversa-
tion would turn to his plans for a garden aext year.
More often than not, he was given generous samples of
the farmers vegetables. The agent is on the spot.

12




	vcest120018001
	vcest120018002
	vcest120018003
	vcest120018004
	vcest120018005
	vcest120018006
	vcest120018007
	vcest120018008
	vcest120018009
	vcest120018010
	vcest120018011
	vcest120018012
	vcest120018013
	vcest120018014
	vcest120018015

