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 Brief look at the history and 
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 Quick tour of the Virginia Big Tree 
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big trees

Presentation Overview

TAKE HOME

REPORT

GO HUNT!



Mission Statement
To promote the care and

appreciation of trees – big and small
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Document the largest specimens in the state and provide 
resources to aid in their protection and care
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Big Tree Interns
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Big Tree Volunteers
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http://bigtree.cnre.vt.edu
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Our New Website



Virginia Big Tree Register

 An online searchable database plus 
an historical hardcopy archive (kept 
at Virginia Tech)

 Top-five* specimens of native and 
non-native tree species

 Currently no species restrictions for 
register entry

 445 curated species and sub-species

 Minimum size of 9.5” trunk 
circumference and 13’ height
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Virginia Big Tree Register

 1,524 living specimens

 114 counties & independent cities have 1 or more entries

 All but 48 entries have been recertified in the last 10 years
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Virginia Big Tree Register

 54 current national champions

 4th place nationally (CA, TX, FL, VA)
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Virginia Big Tree Register
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Virginia’s National Champions
Abies fraseri
Acer negundo
Acer rubrum var. trilobum
Aesculus flava
Alnus serrulata
Baccharis halimifolia
Betula uber
Broussonetia papyrifera
Carya aquatica
Celtis tenuifolia
Cornus foemina
Crataegus calpodendron
Crataegus marshallii
Crataegus marshallii
Firmiana simplex
Hibiscus syriacus
Ilex montana
Ilex verticillata
Ilex verticillata
Juglans cinerea
Liriodendron tulipifera
Maclura pomifera
Morella caroliniensis (syn. Myrica caroliniensis)
Morella caroliniensis (syn. Myrica caroliniensis)
Morella cerifera (syn. Myrica cerifera)
Morella pensylvanica (syn. Myrica pensylvanica)
Nyssa aquatica

Nyssa biflora
Oxydendrum arboreum
Pinus taeda
Populus heterophylla
Prunus alleghaniensis
Prunus angustifolia
Prunus domestica
Quercus alba
Quercus hemisphaerica
Quercus laurifolia
Quercus lyrata
Quercus pagoda
Quercus phellos
Salix babylonica
Salix discolor
Sideroxylon lycioides
Styrax americanus
Styrax americanus
Styrax grandifolius
Symplocos tinctoria
Ulmus alata
Viburnum lentago
Viburnum opulus var. americanum
Viburnum prunifolium
Viburnum prunifolium
Zizyphus jujuba
Zizyphus jujuba
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Virginia’s National Champions
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
OVERVIEW

BACKGROUND

REGISTER

MEASURE

TAKE HOME

REPORT

GO HUNT!



Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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 Eligible tree: ≥9.5” trunk circumference &
≥13’ height

 Trunk circumference @ 4.5’ above ground line

 Vertical height from ground line to highest 
branch 

 Average crown spread in two perpendicular 
planes

Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree

Big Tree Score = 

(inches)

(feet)

(feet)

Circumference 

Height              

Crown Spread 

(1 point per inch)

(1 point per foot)

(1/4 point per foot)

+

+

OVERVIEW

BACKGROUND

REGISTER

MEASURE

TAKE HOME

REPORT

GO HUNT!



Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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Reporting a Big Tree
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Reporting a Big Tree

o Species name

o Measurements

o Locality name

o Address or GPS

o Owner info

o Measurer info

o Nominator info

o PHOTOS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Reporting a Big Tree



Go Hunt for a Big Tree!
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Go Hunt for a Big Tree!
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 Tree ID Manual

 Camera

 Map/GPS Unit

 Tape measurer

 Yard stick

Go Hunt for a Big Tree!
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 Virginia has a vibrant history of big trees 
from the Chesapeake Bay to the 
Cumberland Gap

 The Virginia Big Tree Program strives to 
document the state’s largest trees and 
educate the public about trees

 There is a network of dedicated staff 
and volunteers who can help you locate, 
measure, and nominate big trees

 Spread the word about these Arboreal 
Giants…maybe there is one in your 
neighborhood

Take Home Messages
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Questions and Comments

Eric Wiseman, PhD
Associate Professor of Urban Forestry
Dept. of Forest Resources & Environmental Conservation
Virginia Tech
arborist@vt.edu
http://urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu

30th Annual Master Gardener College
June 23, 2017
Blacksburg, VA
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