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Senate Meeting for 2023-2024 
Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech 
Feb 21, 2023
Commonwealth Ballroom, Squires Student Center 

A. Call to Order 
a. President Lohr called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM
B. Adoption of Agenda 
a. President Lohr opened the floor for a motion to adopt the agenda
b. Senator Tristan Southerland motioned to add the first reading of the LASO constitution to new business for this meeting
c. Senator Kiera Schneiderman seconded the motion to add the first reading of the LASO constitution to new business for this meeting
d. President Lohr opened the floor for a motion to adopt the amended agenda
e. Senator Anthony Tran motioned to adopt the amended agenda
f. Senator Monica Nguyen seconded the motion to adopt the amended agenda
C. Adoption of Previous Minutes 
a.  Senate Meeting Minutes 02.07
b. Senator Zachary Schmidt motioned to adopt the previous minutes
c. Senatoor Anthony Tran seconded the motion to adopt the previous minutes
D. Cabinet Reports 
a. To be sent out via email 
i. Copy of 2022-2023 Cabinet and Director Reports 2/17
b. USS Cabinet
i. Update on Cabinet
1. Shahed Sanuri is taking the roll of Seungchan Jeong
ii. The USS mission is so important and something we should be practicing and embodying everyday.
iii. If you need anything please let us (Cabinet) know.
iv. Finish off the semester strong!! 2-3 more meetings!!
c. Issues and Policy
i. There will be research groups and they will present findings to USS.
ii. SCHEV/SAC update
1. March 20-21 
a. SCHEV council meeting will take place at Radford University
b. At VT the SAC leadership will present information regarding mental health, Title IX, and DEI experiences through the Commonwealth
2. March 29
a. The Youngkin administration is hosting an all-day summit on mental health at William and Mary
3. House Bills
a. #1555 Human Trafficking Awareness and Prevention Training
i. Governing boards of higher institutions required to develop and implement required training programs for first year students
b. #1387 Express Designation of Biological Sex for Athletic Teams
i. Requires identification of a student’s biological sex (limited to male and female) by a licensed physician for athletic participation
c. #1738 Virginia Freedom of Information Act
i. Asks that state public bodies
4. Senate Bills
a. #1044 Student
i. ??
b. #1280
i. ??
c. #910 Public Higher Education Institutions’ Threat Assessment Teams
i. ??
d. For the internship credits does that mean that the student can’t get paid for the internship? If you have to forego the salary does that mean the student cannot get paid?
i. It has not been noted yet
ii. Please ask Phil
iii. Ainsley Craginwill make a Google Doc with these Bills 
iv. You can also reach out the reps of the State 
e. For HokiePs .. will that be grandfathered in? Will the students have to pay for the replacement?
i. No, not what the language says
ii. However, that requires further research at VT
f. VP Equity and Inclusion
i. Interview with VTPD
1. Fill out Google Form!!
2. Look at the Slack!
3. Discussing things that have disunified our community. We want to be a unified front.
4. Send this Form to your Constitutes!!!! 
ii. Parking
1. DEI committee meeting
2. Socioeconomic barrier conversations
3. Change.org petitions so this conversation
4. Email O'Brian Martinif you have any questions or concerns about parking
5. DEI Committe asked to hang out after Senate for a brief meeting in the USS office.
iii. VP Finance
1. SAFAB final voting day on Sunday
a. Finalize all UCSO budgets for next year
2. UCSO policy working group
a. Need input
b. Consist of certain members
c. Tweak policies for organizations to have better use of funds for the purpose of your UCSO
d. Please look out for that!
e. If you have any questions please reach out to Sam Yuzbashev
iv. VP Administration
1. Name Tags
a. If you don’t have a nametag please reach out to Eireann Maybach
v. VP and BOV Rep
1. Reminders
a. USS Canvas page for attendance 
2. Updates
a. RSVP to the USS End of the Year Banquet
i. Mar 16, 2023 in Commonwealth Ballroom
vi. Member Activity Opportunities
1. Workshops, Speakers series , etc
2. Special Programs
a. 3 Events
b. Spring 23 (2 events)
c. ???
E. Director Reports 
a. To be sent out via email 
F. University Governance Reports 
a. University Commissions and Committees Reports
i. none
b. CUSA Report
i. none
c. Shared Governance
i. CSPA Resolution 2022-23B
1. Staff Senate Constitution and making changes to their constitution
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
3. No questions asked
ii. CAPFA Resolution 2022-23B
1. Revising Chapter 7 Section 7 of the Faculty Handbook
2. If you have any comments/questions email Caroline Lohr
3. No questions asked
iii. CGPSA Resolution 2022-23A
1. Resolution to Expand and Secure Access to Reproductive Care Options at VT
2. Wants to bring additional options for birth control or family planning
3. Contact Eireann Maybach if you have any questions
4. 
5. How is this not a first amendment violation? Many students do not support this and this use of their health fees.
a. We are talking this through to hear these comments
b. Auxilliary funds → University Level Fees
i. Health Fee is split between Cook Counseling and Schiffert → the only money they receive is strictly through fees
6. What is the ask? Is this  a formal resolution
a. This is a new resolution
b. It had its first reading at CGPSA
c. This has been implemented at a similar level at a different institution
iv. What does schiffert currently offer? What made them decide on these specific things?
1. They  are asking for an expansion of Schiffert’s ability 
2. Schiffert can refer to outside doctors
3. Birth  control and family planning is limited and nothing necessarily to this degree
v. They partner a lot with Hokie Wellness - Appendix 5 to understand what is offered
vi. Ainsley Cragin will send out a form in order to send comments
vii. Dr. Bridgeforth - The current process for something like this they have no expertise for pregnancy 
1. They only have the expertise to refer and not to provide care
2. Please send in comments and opinions from your constituents 
viii. Schiffert charges individuals for specific prescriptions 
1. These medications are offered on site 
2. Are these [prescriptions] paid for by the student or shared by the student body?
a. Assumed that the student would pay for them themselves like other prescriptions
ix. If we could get a clarification for how it is funded … that would be the difference 
1. Articulation for how it is done and what the practice looks like
G. Old Business 
a. Phillip Miskovic
i. Overview on Hokie Day
1. A  great success
2. Tamara Allen did a great job!! 🙂
3. Similar to ACC Advocacy Day
4. Bring students to the general assembly in VA and get to meet with legislators and other gov’t officials and promote VT and advocate for VT priorities
5. Reception at the Library of VA
a. A great time for food and making connections
b. Exceeded expectations
6. Capital Alehouse
a. Definitely recommend
7. Meetings with legislators
a. Met with them
b. Met with alumni legislators 
i. Erin Rouse 
c. Thank legislators for continued support of VT
8. Went to each body meetings for the senate and the house
a. Representative introduced everyone to the students
b. Had a nice lunch with President Sands
c. Talked about issues that students are facing
9. Mark your calendars for next year!! 
10. Questions
11. Were you able to attend a House meeting?
a. Sat in the gallery and saw the meeting
b. Were introduced during the meeting by the Blacksburg representative
c. Saw the same thing in the Senate
H. New Business 
a. Resolution to Approve Student Code of Conduct
b. Resolution to Approve Student Code of Conduct Spring 2023_FINAL.docx
i. Nick Whitesell
ii. To go into effect in fall 2023-spring 2024
iii. INSERT SLIDES OR INFORMATION
iv. Tobacco Clause questions
1. Ainsley Craginprovided a note that tobacco products does not include vapes
2. Are those that are in possession required to dispose?
a. Yes
3. Law in the Commonwealth already exists
a. VT just wants to change the policy and enact it 
4. This law has been a thing since 2019 and many don’t know about it
5. Hemp products… is that an overarching category?
a. Yes, any item that has THC .03% and higher would fall into campus rules
b. Does not include CBD at the current time
6. Student Code of Conduct applies to on and off campus? Or out of the country?
a. You are able to use tobacco products if it is legal in another country
7. If the police came into your apartment would it apply?
a. Yes
8. If you are arrested off campus you have to report it to the school and it would follow the same guidelines
a. Must report to student guidelines
9. Hemp products intended for smoking… So hemp products are not included?
a. Yes
10. Does dip fall under this category?
a. Yes
11. There is a separate Marijuana policy
a. Cannabis policy 
12. If it is just for smoking… what about edibles/gummies
a. They would fall under the cannabis policy
13. Do alternative nicotine products like gum fall under?
a. They will look into that 
b. They are medically provided  by Schiffert
v. Climbing
1. Hammock?
a. Fine if they are in a permissible place
2. There is a repel tower on campus?
a. There is a revision and that is authorized in approved use setting
3. What would happen if someone was standing near the pylons?
a. This was designed to prevent/discourage prevent students from climbing the buildings
b. The Hokie Stone is not a smooth surface and is easy to climb - students have tried to climb
4. Would this apply to traffic cones or things by the university?
a. Taking falls under another policy
b. Disrupting falls under another policy
c. This refers to building
5. How does this apply to disability areas?
a. Strict interpretation of is that it could
b. We are not going to look into that
6. Is this for when you are caught in the act or after?
a. Both!
b. Surveillance
7. What about on instagram?
a. Yes, IF they could identify
b. They do not actively monitor social media
c. Only if they are reported
d. Lots of ifs
8. Does this apply to trees?
a. No 
9. What about skateboards?
a. There is a policy about that
b. Policy 5005
i. Google form
10. Would this make climbing trespassing on the buildings?
a. Essentially yes
b. Focusing on student health and wellbeing 
11. If a student climbs up and gets hurt… who is responsible?
a. The student is responsible
b. The liability would be redirected
vi. Impersonation - few instances on campus - being proactive 
1. In the previous policies you said you don’t monitor social media.. How would that work with this?
a. We do not monitor but if a student turns it in we will investigate
2. If a student impersonates a teacher on social media is it not the same as impersonating to get into a building?
a. Yes
vii. Theft
1. No  questions
viii. Incapacitation
1. Could you add a clause about mental state?
a. They will look into that
2. Where would people spiking drinks fall under?
a. Involuntary use of alcohol and drugs
3. What is the burden of proof for alcohol and drugs?
a. This is hard
b. Tests are not always done in a timely manner
c. They use 50 point feather
4. How does this tie into consent?
a. They are all tied together
5. What is the impact of this? How would the individual get reprimanded?
a. This is helping to provide a definition that you were not able to give consent
b. This is not a policy … this is a definition
6. Could you provide a situation where this would be helpful?	
a. Falls within Title IX issues
b. Complainant could not give consent because they were incapacitated and are having a hard time articulating - this is what this is for
ix. Contact nwhitesell@vt.edu 
c. Clicker Test
i. Voting on is cereal a soup?
1. 22 votes no
2. 12 votes yes
3. 2 abstentions
ii. Clicker protocol
1. Whatever meeting your clicker is in… stays there. IT DOES NOT LEAVE THE MEETING ROOM!!!
iii. These will be used for voting moving forward.
d. LASO Constitution
i. President Lohr is tabling this until the next meeting due to their not being a representative here
ii. President Lohr made a motion to table 
iii. Aiden bucker
iv. Salazar pena seconded the motion
I. Guest Speaker
a. none
J. Public Forum 
a. Claudia Budzyn
i. Hillel Perspectives Field Trip this summer
ii. Ethan and Vivian - Hillel Community
iii. 4 spots left
iv. May 15 - 26
v. 10 day trip for leaders
vi. Fully included - plane, hotel, etc.
vii. Right before internships happen
viii. Vivian
1. This trip takes you to Israel and Palestine
2. Talk to diverse groups of people
a. Speaking to representatives
3. It is not one sided trip - you will hear many perspectives
4. $200 deposit 
ix. Ethan
1. Went last year and can answer any questions
x. Please let your friends know!!
xi. What is the standard for safety?
1. They are very accepting of everyone
2. There is security and safety throughout the trip
3. Ethan - never felt at danger at any point … only felt uncomfortable because of difficult conversations 
xii. Contact them!!
1. Ask Eireann Maybachor Claudia Budzynfor more information
b. Phillip Miskovic
i. Select individuals asked to see him after the meeting 
ii. If you plan to run for USS please go to the website and do the application IT CLOSES NEXT TUESDAY
iii. Email usselections
c. Daniel Pena Salazar
i. Hokies on Track Office
ii. Looking for orientation leaders 
iii. Email him with any questions!!
iv. It is a paid position. 
v. You can have housing off campus and food is still covered
vi. When is it?
1. Orientation leaders which is over the summer
vii. LOOK ON HANDSHAKE!
d. Jamal Ross and Aiden Buckner
i. End of the year Banquet
1. RSVP!
2. Mar 16, 2023 7-8 PM
3. Special Guests
4. Award Ceremony 
ii. Mar 19, 2023 group photos, headshots, etc
1. ADD IT TO  YOUR CALENDAR
iii. There are senator awards and cabinet awards 
1. It will absolutely be in the Canvas page
iv. USS  EOY Banquet Committee
v. Town Hall for Student Employee Rights
1. Tomorrow, room 304 johnson student center
e. Antwone Callender
i. VT police - scams
1. Credit cards  - please check your bank accounts
2. Corps Mil Ball and BSA events
ii. VTPD - safety of roads	
1. Crossing guards 
a. expensive
2. Speed bumps
a. Snow plows would ruin th
K. Adjournment
a. President Lohr read through the Agenda again
b. President Lohr opened the floor for a motion to adjourn
c. Senator Daniel Pena Salazar motioned to adjourn the meeting
d. Senator Isaac Lerner seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting
e. The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM
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