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COMMUNITY A-H CLUBS

The Agents have been working for years in trying te
ereate more interest in Community A-H Clubs, Up until 1959 there were
only three commnity clubs in Helifax County with the Agents attending
most of the meetings, These clubs have lecal leaders but they felt
insecure in working with these groups and insisted on the agents being
present, With two new groups being organised in 1959 the Agente
talked with these leaders and assured them that they would work with
the leaders sach month before the club meetings and that the leaders
would be responsible for the glub meetings., The L~H Club members
now look to leaders rather than Agemts in their local groups. All
future 4-H Clubs organized will be organized on this basls, The
Agents feel that the leaders are more enthusiastic when they have
full responsibility for the L-H Club meeting,
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CLUBS

Community Improvement Clube have played a major role
in 1959 in better family living for Halifax County, These clube took
as their main objective a Live-At-Home Program for 1959, These fam
families have made = concentrated effort to raise more of their food

supply and to do more diversified farwing. These clubs have helped

to pull commmnities together and create more community spirit, The

groups now enjoy their sducational program esch momth with some




social activities and they work together very nicely on money-

making activities, These familiss feel that their commmity is

the best community to live in,




I, County Situation As It Affected The Program Flanned

Halifax is the fourth largest county in the state
of Virginia, having an area of f14 square miles, It borders on
the North Carolina line in the south-central part of the state,
There are approximately 4,751 farms in the county that average 85.5
sgres each in sise, The topogrephy is hilly to gemtle rolling,
The farms are wall watered by one or more of the three rivers and
other numercus streams which flow through or arise in the county,
The soll types are many and varied, Mush of the sodl is light in
color and sandy in nature therefore, making it well suited to the
preduction of high quality flue-cured tobacco. One-half or more
of the solls are heavy clay or clay loams that are adapted to the
production of grain, hay, pasture and general farwing, Three reil-
roads traverse the county making rail facilities comvenient to most
localities, An excellent network of hard surfaced highways serve

all sections of the county, South Boston, the largest town with

a population of 6,057, is located five miles south of Halifax, the

County Seat, which 1s in the cemter of the county,

There are two hospitale located in the county that
are well-staffed to take care of the health and medicial needs of
the county, The County Health Departmemt has & doctor, = ssnitatiom
officer and four rurses to work with the under privileged people in

the area,




Halifax County has ome State Park that has recreation
facilities avallable to the general public, There are eight swimming
pools in the county in which people may purchase stock, There are
four theaters in the county and the Halifax County High School offers
recrestion programs from time to time,

In marketing tobaceo, which is the main money crep,
there are twelve wvarshouses and there is & livestock market located
in South Boston where farm families market livestock twice sach week
md from time to time special sales are conducted by farm organi-
sations, such as Feeder Calf Sales and Lamb Sales,

II, County Extension Program - Adult
A, Organizations
1. County Agricultural Extension Service Beard

County Agricultural Extension Service Board has the
responsibility of the Extensiom Program in the County, It is eomposed
of farm men and women, chairman of the Home Demonstration Committes,
chairmen from each Home Economics Committee, eommodity groups, and
business men and women, This group decides on the program for the

year, they listen to committee reports and sccept, revise or reject

the program set up by the group. This group recogniszes the needs of
the County and tries to set uwp a program to help meet these needs,
2, lome Economics Coumeil
Home Economics Council is composed of chalrwen from
each of the Home Eeonomics Cormittees and the chairman of the lome




Denonstretion Committes, The purpose of this group is to tie the
entire Home Egonomdcs Program together, The committes members in
the council get an over-all pleture of the program and it is in the

couneil that duplications and corrections are made, This growp

assumes the responsidility for the Home Eeonomice Progrem,
3. Oeneral Interest and Home Eonomics Committee
General Interert snd iiome Eoonomics Comdttees play an
irportant role in helping to set wp the Extension Procram for the year,
Youth, Futrition, Home Lighting, Garden, Poultry, sd Consumer Infor-
mation are the committess that functioned in 1959. One person from
each magisterial district in the county was asked to serve on each
conmittes, These groups met, reviewed five-year program, noted
socomplishmente and fallures, set geals for the eowing year and
methods to be followed in trying to reash goals,
ke County lome Demonstration Club Cesndttee
County Home Demonstration Club Comaittee is composed
of elud presidents, snd progrem of work chalrmen, This grouwp governs
the local clubs and bringe together the program of work for the year,
B. Subject Matter amd Special Fmphasis Areas
1. Mutrition and Poods
FPoods snd mutrition are slvays of interest to home-
makers as this phase of homemaking consumes 2 large portion of her
time. The nutritionsl health of the family rest on the shoulders




of the homemaker, Halifax women wanted to know more about adequate
diets and methods of providing adequate diets in the minimm smount
of time, Some homemakers needed Lo know what was necessary for an
adequate diet and methods of preparation te save food value, Many
homemakers work outside of the home, therefore, they have little
time for meal preparation, After a discussion in club meetings, the
FPoods and Nutrition Committee Meeting and County Home Demonstration
Club Commdttee Meeoting, it was decided to present two special interest
meetings for all who would like to attend, one on Neat Cookery and
the other on Desserts, The Home Demonstrstion Clubs studied Minerals
and Vitamins - Their Source and Punction, Preesing Fruits and

Vegetables, Neals From Your Preeser and Quick Meals, The women

wanted to learn the best methods of preparing food to conserve food
wvaule, to use their time as efficiently as possible and how to plan
adequate meals for the family, This project was carried on through
monthly demonstrations, leader training meetings, special interest
meetings, survey, Agents giving demonstrations and the Home Economists
of Virginia Klectric and Power Company holding two special interest
meetings for the women, News articles were written and radio talks
were givem on foods work,
The program was started with a survey to see vhat

homemakers were sating, This helped to creste interest and the home-
maker found out where she was falling short of an adequate diet, The




Agents feel that homemakers are doing a better job on meal planning
md food preparation and that home freesers are being used to »
better advantage, It is felt that some homemskers are planning the
use of their time more wisely, More time and work needs to be spent
in time management not only in the foods area but with the entire
process of homemaking, More homemakers have learned the importance
of using correct methods in freezing and preparing foed,
2, House Pumishings

Halifax County women are alwvays interested in house

furmnishings and expressed a desire to eontinue some home lighting
work that had been started in previous years, MNost homemakers had
spegific problems in providing adequate light in the differemt rooms
in the home, In addition to home lighting they slse sxpressed a2 need
for information on window trestment., There are many homes in Halifax
County that have odd size windows that need special sttemtion, These
women also wanted to know something about the new materials available
to be used for windows, When the Home Demonstration Club and the
Home Lighting Committees met they decided to inelude two months work
in the 1959 program on Home Lighting and one month on Window Treat-
ment, The Home Demonstration Clubs had for their Jamuary demonstration
Kitohen and Bathroom Lighting, February demonstration Living Room and
Bedroom Lighting and the Jume Demonstration Window Trestment,

The Home Eeonomists for Virginia Klectric and Power




Company and Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative were most cooperstive
in working with the Agents to help bring information on Home Lighting
to our club mewbers, The club members leamed how to select light
lbs for different tasks, lamp shades, the correct height of lampe
and the placement of lamps, Mrs, T, C. Howsll, a member of the Home
Iighting Committee, set up a good study area in the Turbeville School,
This exhibit will remain throughout the year and at each P,T.A,
Meeting, parents are reminded of the exhibit and Mrs, Howell makes a
short talk on the isportance of adequate lighting. Other mesbers of
the Home Lighting Committee are working with individuals in their
communities on providing better home lighting,

All club members were exposed to a demenstratiom in
June on Window Treastment, At this meeting as far as possible the
Agents assisted individuals with specific window problems, This group
was shown new materials and their care was discussed. New ideas were
given on treating problem windows, So musch interest was shown in the
Window Treatmsnt Demonstration that the women requested a Speeial

Interest Meeting on paints., This demonstration was to help carry out
typing your window treatment into the coloer scheme of your reom. A
1ecal paint store eooperated by fumishing the paint for a home,
The homemaker and her family applied the paint according to the
directions and followed the information on window treatment, She
opened her home to the gemeral public in April for them to see what




had been done, The Agents had made slides of the home before
improvements had been made, On the aftermoon that "open house"

was held the slides were shown on how the home looked before it

red sted, The b kers felt that this was a very worth-
while meeting and gave them & good ides on vhat could be done with
a very small amount of money.

As a result of house fumishings work done, home-
makers have had the opportunity of observing good lighting practices,
window treatment and interior decorating, These homemakers felt that
they had gained necessary information to know what to look for in
purchasing this material for their own homes,

3. Safety

The people of Halifax County had it brought to their
attention that the farm and home sccident rate in Hallifax County
was at an all time high. The Home Demonstration Club members felt
that it was so important that they selected Safety for their program
of work and they set aside one monthly demonstration to study safety
habits, When this program was presented to the Board of Agriculturs,
the board felt that esach phase of the program recommended should

stress safety in thelr work each year, The people wanted to know

how to improve work habits to promote better safety in the home and

on the farm, what to do when aceldents occur, and what facilities

were available to local people when accidents occur, Many of the




elubs had » representative of the life saving crew to come out and
talk to their group, Niss Amelis Puller of V.7, 1, treained the Home
Demonstration Cludb leaders on developing safety habits, All clube
had one monthly meeting on safety and at ssch mesting during the
yoar the program of work chairmen discuseed some phase of safety,
Eight Home Demonstrotion Clube had boothe st the County Fair on some
phase of safety, They felt that by using a falr booth on safety they
eould reach and influence people in developing good safety habits that
oould not be reached otherwise, Safety msterisl was mede svailable
to all club members and additional coples for friemds and neighbors,
news articles, and redio talks were given on safety,

As & result of these setivitiss, people have been made
conscious of the many things that they osn do in the home and on the
farm to out down on the large nusber of sccidemts in the county., They
are developing better work methode to help prevemt accidents and they
are t rying to influence the youth 1 develop goed safety habite,

he Clothing
With responsibility of clothing the family falling on

the shoulders of the homemaker, the women of the sounty felt » need

for knowing more about the materials on the market and how to care
for them, The Home Demonstretion Club Committee and the Consumer
Information Progrsm Projection Oroup requested that meetings de set
up t0 meet the needs of this group, It was declded that soe month




during the lome Demonstration Club year would be devoted to Materials,

Their Pinishes and Care, and that this information would be pleced in
the bulletin recks in all commnitios in the county and thet » leader
training meeting would be held to trein the leaders that would ge
back into thelir communities and help others,

Ae & result of these meetings, the women realized the
isportance of reading and keeping labels on materisls that sre purchesed
since you can no longer feel » plece of material and tell what it L
made of, that the finish spplied alse influence the care required of
the materizl, The vomen were made conscious of the fact thet the
esre given the material determines the service to be mmpectad snd
that there are chemicals on the market to help the homemaker take
better care of differemt meterisls, local merchants are reporting
that some people are refusing to buy materials that do not have labels,.

5. Bursl Arts

Vomen are slways interested in Including sometilng in
the year's work that they can sctuslly do in the meeting., This year
the lome Demonstrotion Comsdttee selected Textile Painting as one of
the demonstretions for the year, These meetings consisted of more
then just textile painting, It also ineluded inforsetion on solor
schemes, the blending of colors and the use of color in the howe,
Many of these vomen essisted with Bible Sehools and Camps and felt
that the informstion gained through these meetings was very helpful




to them, The A-H Club leaders, who are Home Demonstretion Club
members, used this information in working with their groups. Some
of the clubs held all day meetings in which people in the commmity
who were not club members were invited in to participate,
6, Subject Matter Story - Home Lighting

Home Iighting has been one of the most important
phases of the adult program that has been undertaken in Halifax County
recently, There was not a lamp for sale in Halifax County that met
the standards of good lighting for a seeing task., It was a rare
occasion to find a home that had a lamp that would meet these

standards, Homemakers and merchants had never heard of the all white

bulb, The largest buldb in meny homes was & 60 watt bulb, Seeing

tasks were performed by this sise bulb, When the Agents and Electric
Suppliers began te publicize information on home lighting, people
in the county were made conscious of the poor light they were trying
to work by. The Home Demonstration Club members were the first to
recognize the need for making » change. In 1957, they requested that
four momths be spent on home lighting, These people wanted to know
what watt buldb to use for different tasks, how to diffuse light, place-
ment of lamps, height of lamps snd finding a source of supply. At
the beginning of 1958 the Home Demonstration Club Committee felt that
the 1957 preogram had been most worthwhile and wanted people other than
¢lub members to kmow the home lighting story. At their reguest a
Home Lighting Committee functioned in 1958 and 1959 with one leader




from sach magisterial district workirg ir her commnity to improve
home lighting, This program has continued to grow in the county,
Meetings have been held for dealers by the Elestrie Suppliers and
the Extension Service so that they might know what the homemaker
wanted to be able to purchase locally, Five homes were lighted pre-
perly smd opened to the public and at sach home a person was avail-
sble to explain the lighting that existed., Two months in 1958 were
devoted to Home Lighting by the Home Demomstration Clubs, The
interest in home lighting was 2lse carried ever to the youth program
in the county and a 4-H workshop was held at which time 4-H Clud
members and adults came in and aseembled lamps that met the standards
of goed lighting for seeing tasks. A request has been made for a

repeat on this werkshop in 1960, Through the radie, newspapers mad
personal contacts by the Agents snd homemskers more families in

Halifax County mow know what te look for im buying lamps, bulbs, and
shades, Mrs, T, C, Howell of the Turbeville Commmnity has set wp »
lighting exhibit in & local school for the children and paremts te
ebserve, Any equipment that is net availsble through one of the lecal
stores is now made svailable through the Electric Suppliers, This
progrem is expected to continuwe to grow in Halifax County,
Ce Other Activities
1. Community Improvement Clubs
There are five Commnity Imprevement Club in Halifax




County that was organized to reach additional people that were not
being reached through the Extension Service, These clubs have been
organized for three yesars and are sponsored by the Halifax County
Chamber of Commerce, The Chamber of Commerce puts up $600,00 as

prize money for this group, Ome of the main objectives of this growp,

since it is composed of the entire family, is to stress the importance
of 2ore diversified farming in Halifax County, Since it has been
strickly a tobaceo county, it is very difficult to get farm families
to recognize the importance of more diversified farming, These
groups meet once a month and have an educational program for the
entire family, They have an overall county group to meet once each
year to review the progress for the past year and make recommendations
for the coming year,
2, Home Demonstrstion Commnity Prejects

Most Home Demonstration Clubs seleet & comsunity pre=
Ject to work on each year, The Clever Home Demonstration Club has
done mere than any other club in the county in cemetery and highway
besutification, The Home Demonstration Club and Woman's Club worked
together on this project and each year they had specific jobs to be
done, Just before Memorial Day, each year the entire commmity tums
out to eclean and besutify the town's cemstery, Shrubs and trees are
planted along the streets and highways by this growp,

The Mt, Laurel Home Demonstration Club built 2




community house about 10 years ago, BEach year they select certain
projects that they will attempt in improving the community house and
grounds, This bullding serves the entire commnity for a large
number of recreational, educational and money-msking sctivities, It
is a meeting place for many of the social activities in the community,
It has been very instrumental in drawing the community cleser together,
In 1959 they completed plans for landscaping the area,

The Paces and Sutherlin Home Demonstration Clubs are
very sonscious of the needy familisns in the community and each year
Shey take a specisl offering st Christmas for a needy family instead
of exchanging gifts among themselves, During the ysar from time to
time they will make donations of momey, clething and food to certain
families in the area., There are three blind shildren from one
community that are now attending a sechool for the blind and their
elothing needs are met by the Sutherlin Club members,

3. National Home Demonstratien Club Week
The Home Demonstration Clubs celebrated National

Home Demonstration Club Week by having speeial radio programs, news
articles, attending District Meeting and a Flower Show, All elud
members who attended the District Meeting held in Parmville felt

that it was & very interesting meeting and Halifax County had twe
eludb members to appear on the program, The Sutherlin Home Demonstre-
tion Club holds » flower show sach year during Howe Demonstratiom




Club Week in the Home of Mrs, O, R, Hackworth, This is one of the
highlights in our pregram each year, Through the work that these clud
members have done they have become very efficient in growing and
arranving flowers, They have national jJudges to judge thelr show
each year and it is attended by people not only from Halifax County
but surrounding eounties,
ke Paire

The Home Demonstration Clubs of Halifax County have
used the local fair as their schievement program to show others what
they have done during the year. Pourteen of the clubs had fair booths,
stressing the importunce of some phase of the year's program., The
Falr Association also helps to make this s money-making activity fer
club members by providing $65.,00 for the first place wimner, $55,00
for second place winner, $45.00 for third place winner, $40,00 for
fourth place wimner, $35.00 for fifth place winner and all others

$15,00 sach, In addition to having booths, many club members entered
individual exhibits.

D, Urban work
There is no uwrben work in Halifax County,
E, Farm and Home Development
The County and Home Agents worked with 30 families on
farm and home management, One of the big problems in working with
this group is getting families to recognise their needs, getting




families to plan together, work together and helping them with time
and money management problems. The Agents worked very closely with
these families, assisting them in keeping good records and encoursg-
ing them to use the family record book supplied by the Extension
Service. The Agents tried to assist families in recognizing thedr
needs and this is done through personal contacts and discussions
with the family, One of the best ways that the Agents have found in
getting families to plan together is for both Agmts to visit the
family together and the County Agemt go over the farm plans in the

pr of the h ker as well as the farmer and them for the

Home Agent to discuss the home situation with both members of the

family, Some families have worked very nicely om time management

problems and a few of the homemakers have kept a time sehedule,
One of the problems that the Agents have worked with on money
management is to help farm families see how much money that they are
now spending for food and supplies that ocould be grown at home and
wherever it is practical for farm families to produce as much of
their foed needs at home as poseidle,

Progress Story - The Reese Wooding family has continued
%o make the most outstanding progress in the farm and home management
program, They always have been cooperative and progressive, The
family consist of Mr, and Mre, Wooding, Jeme Lee, who is in the
third grade in school, md Judy, who 1s in the firet grade in




school, This femily lives on & dairy farmm. Mr, Wooding's Mother
and sister and her husband lives on this farm with the sister's
husband working sway from home, MNr, Wooding has complete charge of
this farm, MNr, and Mrs, Wooding both have & high school esducation,
They are highly respected in the community, participsting in most
comunity activities and have an average ineome, The family is
covered by some life insursnce and hospitaliszastion,

To provide sdditional living ares,

To improve homs grounds,
To add home furnishings.
To provide more home grown products for family

Plans Fer Reaching Goals
1. Te produce more food at home by having a good
spring and fall garden., Raise & weat supply as far as possible,
2, To expand dairy operstiom,
3. To seek employment outside of the home,
Action Taken By Family To Achieve Goals
Assistance was given by the Agents in helping the
homemaker to select a sewing machine so that she might make some
of the clothing for the family that she had been buying resdy made,
This homemaker has developed into a very good seamstress. The Agent




and homemaker have made plans for sn addition to the home which will
include » large living room and a second bathroom for the home, The
econstruction will net prebably begin before the summer of 1960, This
family is producing more of the home food supply by having the family
garden produce over a longer period of time each year, They have
included small fruits and berries to supply the family., Mrs, Wooding
accepte part-time employment from time to time to supplement the
family income, Flowers and shrubs have been planted around this
home but due to the extremely dry weather in 1959 it will be necessary
for her to replace some of the shrubs next year, This 1s » young
eouple, I would say in their early thirties who are very cooperative
and enthusiastic, The Agents find this family very easy to work with,
III, County Extension Program - Youth
A, Organizations
1, County Youth Committee

This committee is composed eof L~H Club leaders, parents

and club members to help plan and direct the youth work of the county,

This group meets in January to set up the goals for the year, and

discuss how these goals are to be sccomplished, The chairman of
this comnittes is & member of the Board of Agriculture,
2. Project Planning Commdttee
This group is composed of parents, leaders and A-H
Club members, representing the different districts in the county,




The purpose of this group is to plan the monthly demonstrations for
h=H Club work, In April of esach year the Agents discuss the in-
school projects that wvill be offered the next year, Club members
are asked to discuss these projects with thedr parents and them in
May they are asked to vote oA the project that they would like te
see as the in-school project fer the next year, During the summer
months this project committee meets with the Agents and decide on
the monthly demonstrations that will be givem during the year, They
also determine what vill go inte the L~H Yearbook,

3. [Honmer Club

Halifax County has & very setive Honor Club with

spproximately 65 members that help direct the 4-H program, This
group werks with special events such as celebrating National A-H

Week, 4-H Achdevement Records, 4~H Awards and Recegnition Banquet,

and in helping club members te complete recerds. All of the junior
leaders come from this group, This group also sponsors the Share-
the-Fun progr m in the county and a county-wide pienmic for A~H Club
members and their families, The Honor Club tries to secure an out-
standing spesker for the pienic and Awards Banguet to help sell 4-H
Club work to the families of club members,
ke ALl Stars

Halifax County has am All Star Chapter and they usually

meet twice during the year, They help to strengthen the Extension




program as serving as junior leaders, spomsoring the Public Speaking
Contest and they encourage and help club members in completing records,
Since most of the All Stars are in college or away from home, they
usually have one meeting in December to select their ALl Stars for
the next year and then they usually hold one meeting during the
summer months,
B, A4-H Project Work
1. Safety

Each club member has the opportunity of woting for
the project that they want tsught as an in-echool project, Safety
received the highest number of wotes, The Project Planning Committes
mot during the summer w«nd set up the monthly demonstrations on
Safety. The Agents prepared the material for each month and after
presenting the demonstrztions, the club members were asked to g
home and check on the hasards discussed st the meeting., The clwbd
members gave demonstrations on safety st sach meeting. The vice-
president served as program chairman and most of the clubs had two
or three demonstrations st each meeting. State Troopers added a
great deal of interest to the safety program by sttending meetings

with the Agents and giving demonstrations st i~H Club Camp, The
Halifax County Reseue Squad attended 4-H Day that was held in June
and gave a demonstration on the services availsble through the Rescue

Squad, The Agents aleo used a quis board with safety questions in




elub meetings which added a great deal of interest, It is felt t@st
as » result of these meetings that LA-H Club members and parents have
been made more safety conscious, Their boys and girls now know

which side of the roed to ride their bieycles on, signals that need

to be given and they have corrected hasards found around the home
and on the farm. MNost club members were quite concerned about the
hazards involved in loading and unlosding school buses, snd the
State Troopers stressed rules and regulations that club mewbers
should follew,
2, TPoods and Nutritionm

The vurpose of this project was to stimulate clud
members to take an active part in meal preparstion, bread making and
food preservation in the home with speeial emphasis on learning skills
neseasary to do a good job and to learn food fasts on mutritional
value, Demonstretions were given by Agents and club members, There
were radio programe and news articles to help club members seeure
information that they needed, Te stimulate interest, Sears Roebuck
sponsored a Oarden and Canning Contest, county medals were givem in
the projects to help create interest and the older girls competed in
preparing achievement records. Adult leaders reported that most
girle are interested in food preparstion but it presents quite a
problem te get nutritional information acress to L4-H Club girle,
Leaders and Agents have tried to stress the importance of nutritional




value by using cardboard cut-oute of different foods. Halifax
County had a girl to place second in both the Sears Ares Canning and
Garden Contests, A great deal of interest has been shown in foods
work vith several clubs preparing food for the mental retarded school
in the county and siek people in the commnity., It is hoped that
more girls have learned the importance in three good meals a day

and that they are now eating a good breakfast before going to sehool,
Some club members have asked for calorie charts as they are interested
in eating wore lew calorie foods, Club members have been quite

interested in the cost of prepared mixes and home made mixes, They

have also had the opportunity to see slides on Meat Cookery whish
helped them to learn different ways of preparing meats to conserve
food values,
3. Clething

The purpose of this project was to create a desire in
&~H members to vant to learn to make garments and how to care for
them., They needed to develep skills in clething construction, De-
monstrations vere given by Agents, leaders and members, work with
individual families, letters to paremts, mimeegraphed materials snd
work with project groups, The club members seem to have enjoyed
elothing eonstruction more this year than in previous years. The
Agents feel that the resson for this was that there are more leaders
now helping vith clothing groups and easch little girl receives more




individual attention. There were more clothing fair exhibits this

yeoar than usual as 2 result of this werk, and it seems that the

young club members particularly have shown more interest in cariag
for thelir clothes preperly, Some of the community clubs have made
articles in clothing to be given to wnderprivileged childrem in the
eounty,
L. Home Management

Home Management played an important role in the ,\-H
program during the year, This group of girls were interested in
leaming some of the skills mecessary in housekeeping, and it wvas
fealt that these projects would also ereate a desire in the young
elub members to assume same of the respensibilities in homemaking,
There were demonstrations by eclub members, leaders and Agemts, letters
to paremts, redio programe and news articles, mimeegraphed material
and work with individual families, From A-H reeords turmed in, it
seems that these little girls have dome an excellent job on trying
out new detergents, spot removers, starches and water softemers in
doing the family wash. Some girls reported that they are mow sitting
Vo iron rather than standing and most of the girls are now taking
care of their own room and in many instances the entire howe,

C. Other Activities
1. Short Course
Halifax County had eight girls to sttend Short Course




this past year, They felt honored by having Hudson Reese, a clud
member from Halifax County, serving as president of the 1959 Short
Course, The boys and girls found it very helpful by participating
in demonstrations, contests, class sctivities snd the recreational
program provided by the Short Course, In sddition to having the
Short Course President from Halifax County, two club members were
made All Stars and two club members were declared state inners and
attended 4~ Club Congress held in Chicago, Short Course is appreci-
sted by the boys and girls in Halifax County and they feel that is
serves as a training period to help them to be better club members
and to help other club members,
2, District Contest

After holding » county contest, county wimners
participated in the district contest with the girls being represented
in all the comtests opened to girls. These girls won six blue, three
red and one white ribbon, District Contest helps A~H Club members
to see what other girls are doing and it inspires the girls on to
grester achievements,

3. 4~H Club Camp
Camp plays an important role in adding interest to the

youth program in the county, It provides an excellent opportunity

for club members to make new friends, to leam new skills and for
many it is their first week away from home, This camp was well




sttended this year with eighty-five club members from Halifax
County participating. It is not only beneficial to the club member
but it helps the Agents to know more about these boys and girls,
The Big Chief of the camp was Didi Peace of Halifax County. This
camp provides 2 wonderful opportunity for club members to work,
play and worship together,
ke Conservation Camp
This camp offers an excellent opportunity for older
¢lub members to receive leadership training and to leam conservation
practices, Four club members from Halifax County had the opportunity
of attending, This experience not only helped the club members in
better conservation practices but club members enjoyed working and
playing together,
5. County Falr
The County Fair offers the boys and girls an exoellent
opportunity ef showing others what they have aceomplished in project
work during the year, It helps the club members to know what to
look for in picking top exhibits, This is snother activity that
sdds interest to the youth program in the county,
6, Danville Pair
The Calvary, County Line-Rodden, and Greemwood Trail
A=H Clubs participsted in the Danville Fair this year, In past years

only one club has participated, This activity provides an opportunity




for club members to see area exhibits and they make a little money
to carry on the activities in their local club,
7. Rural Life Sunday
Rural Life Services help to create interest in clubd
work and to let the public know more about the work, The Calvary
and County Line 4-H Clubs participated in Rural Iife Services and
the ministers in these areas have been most cooperative, It is a
program that the boys and girls look forward to participating in
each year, The Agents would like to see this program used by all
clubs in the county,
8, Awards and Recognition Banquet
The Bank of Halifax sponsors the 4-H Awards and
Recognition Banquet sach year and it is usually held in the Halifax
County High Sechool, This is one of the highlights of the iA-H program
each year, It serves as one of the best incentives to encourage A-H
members to complete and turn in good records, Each county vdnner was
invited to sttend with one of their paremts, The Board of Supervisors,
Superintendent of the Sehool Board, and Bank Directors were invited

to attend, This offers a wonderful opportunity to solicit the parents

help and interest in club work, In selecting » spesker for this
occasion, the Homor Club tries to secure a person who can do » good
selling job on 4-H Club Work,

IV, Seope Of Work




What Was Done To Increase Scope Of Work

Program Projection work has probably done more to

ssquaint the public with Extension work than any other activity during




1959, There were six active comittees snd they represented all

of the magisterial districts in the county, This work has been
going on for three years but leaders are Just beginning to assume
responsibilities in their communities, A local newspaper cooperated
with the Board of Agriculture by presenting each week the report
from a committee and the picture of the ghairman of the committee,
The Agents tried to get pictures of the leaders who were carrying
eut a certain project in their commmnities and were given publicity
to the local pepers, The Farm and Home Development families seem
to be progressing very nicely with some of them doing very out-
standing vork, These families work vith the Extension Service in
A very cooperative manner, There were five commmunity improvement
elubs in the county in 1959, sponsored by the Halifax County
Chamber of Commerce, These groups have been organized fer three
yoars, They continue to imwolve people who are not already in-
wvolved in the Extension Service,

There were 14 educational booths at the Hallfax
County Fair vdth the main emphasis placed on Safety., All Home
Demonstration Club members are encouraged to take additional
material to give to neighbors and friends. In working with all of
these groups, the Agents sncouraged them to pess information on to
others, News articles are writtem, radie talks given, telephone
ealls and bulletin racks in local stores help the Agents to get




information to families not participating in organized Home
Demonstr=tion Clubs,
V. Lesadership
A, Growth of Leadership
1., Overall Program Leaders

#. County Agricultursl Extension
Service Board

b, Youth Couneil

¢, Home Economice Couneil
2, Home Demonstration Club Leadership

Chart on following page =




Mo, orzanizational lesders

No, project leaders(subject
matter)

No, Federation program of

No, program development
leaders

No. result demonstrators

No. training meetings by
apecialiste

No. training meetings by
district agente

No, training meetings by
Agenta

Ne, training meetings by

Attendance at all training
mastings

No, meetings held without
an agept

Remenstrations by leaders

Talks and discussions by

Jsaders




3. A~ Club Lesdership

Total attendance at leader
~iraining meetings

No, A=H leaders trained

No, elub mtge, held by leaders
without agemt

No, sdditional club meetings ot
hich lesders sssisted

Mo, demonstrations given by
~adult leaders

No, demonstrations given by
Jupior Jesders




B, Progress Story
The T. X, MaDowell family three years ago was not

oonseious of the fact that the Extension Service had an office
located in Halifax County, This family is composed of Mr, and Mrs,
MeDewell, Patricia, who is in the eighth grade, Kemt, who is in the
fourth grade, Betsy, who is five years and Thomas, Jr,, who ig three
yeoars old, Mrs, MaDowell had never shown sny interest in Home
Demonstration work until after the County Line Community Improvement
Club was organized and her daughter, Patricia, joined the L~H Club,
The first year thet Patricia was in club work, neither her mother
or father took any interest in club work, It seems when she falled
to win a prize on her pickle she exhibited st the County Falir the
first year, she dropped out of club work for a few months, She is
president of the club and her mother and father are adult leaders,
Nrs, NeDowell is & mesber of the Home Demonstration Club and the
entire family attends the County Line Community Improvement Club
regularly, MNr, McDowell served as President of this group im 19%9.
The Extension Service cannot account for their sudden interest in
the work unless it wvas due to the fact that they had not beem
appreached by the Extension Service and did not know what wes avall-
sble through the sounty office, This family is now recognized as
one of the outstanding families in the comsunity, in chureh work
and community affsirs. The Extension Service feels that they supplied




the spark that was necessary to help these people realize the many
things that they could do for themselves and how they might be of
service to their community,
Vi, A, Por Special Considerstion - Significant A-H Achievement

The three community clubs previcusly organized depended
on the Agents to attend most of the meetihgs. Agemts received word

that when they did not meet with the club, the i~H meeting was Just

2 soglal hour or did not meet st all, With other communities
axpressing a desire to organize the Agents just gouldn't take on
sdditional night meetings, Agents were not real sure how to secure
or ve leaders, Several office conferences were held, the matter
tho oughly discussed and the Agents involved were assigned certain
peopae to contact, An outline was made as to what the Agents would
cover in talking with prospective leaders, Two of the clubs were
sure they oould mot exist unless the Agents attended most of the
meetings, but the Agents persuaded them to try, There are now five
community clubs operating in the county entirely under adult leader-
ship., Two Agents, one County and ome Home Agent are responsible for
working with the leaders each month before the regular meeting, This
helps the leader to have a fesling of security and they know the
Agents are always ready to help them,

B, Publie Relations

1. County Workers




In 1959 the Professional Workers' Council was orgsnised

with the Agricultural Teachers, Farwers' Home Administration, Chatham

Production Credit, Soil Conservatiom, A.85,C, Office and Extension
service participating, In one of the first meeting held, sach agency
described their duties and the chairman expressed the need for all
agencles to work more closely tegether and to be of service to each
other, The Home Agent is vice-presidemt of this organization and
one of the Assistant County Agents is secretary-treasurer, A copy
of the bulletins received in the Extension Office is sent to all
professional workers, This group mests on the firet Wednesday after-
noon in each month and to date has been very successful,
2, Ce-workers

A staff meeting is held each Monday momming in the
County Office Building so that sach Agent might familiarize the other
Agents in the o'fice with work being done during the week, A
Secretary maintains » master schedule of meetings by the entire office,
Problems that arise concerning office procedures and field work are
discussed at those meetings.

3. General Publiec

The Extension Agents try to practice good public re-
lations in all sctivities, They realize that good public relations
ocomes first before you reach a family with educational informationm,

The Agents have seven radio programs sach week and three local




newspapers to help asquaint the public with the Extension Service
sctivities and opportunities,
be Elected Representatives

The Agents know the elected representatives in the

county and try to keep informed on developments on the local, state

and national level but do not express their views or enter inte any
discussion of a politicel nature, These representatives are familiar
with the County Extension Service and frequently ask for help in
spegific subject matter areas,
5. Commercial Interests
The Agents cooperate on educational phases of work
but they do mot endorse mny particular product for any commercial
firm, The commercial firms in the county are most cooperstive with
the Extension Service,
Ce Prefessional Improvsment
The Home Agent sttended National Home Demonstratiom
Agente' Meeting in 1959 and found it to be very helpful, Very out-
standing speskers were secured on public relations, comsmmications
and the job of the Home Demonstration Agent. The Home Agent alse
attended a Singer Sewing Class that was held in Roancke on July @8
and 9, The Home Agents participated in Agents' Training Meetings
during the year that were arranged on district basis and they alse
participated in Agents' Conference that was held for one week at VPI




during the summer, In the office the Agents have the opportunity ef
reading and referring to professional books and publications such as:

The look Ahead
The 1959 Extension program was planned to reach
additional families that was not already being reached by the Extension

Service, This was done through Home Demonstration Clubs, 4~ Clubs,

Community Improvement Clubs, Program Projection Groups, Parm and Home
Development, radio, newspapers and persenal visite, The Agents feal
that some progress was made along this line but additional work needs
to be done, One of the big problems is getting leaders to assume
more responsibility, There are so many homsmakers in Halifax County
who are employed outside of the home, that attendance at organized
meetings continues to drop, The Agents feel that there are several
important methods of improving the program in the county, There
should be more Special Interest Meetings and leaders taking care of
more of the Home Demonstration Club meetings, Leaders in the Preogram
Projection Group need to assume more responsibility in thedr re-
spective sommunities, The Agents notice an increase along this line




in 1959 but feel that in some aress there is a lot of room for

improvement, More Community A-H Clubs are needed in Halifax County
and plans are being made to organise several more clubs, When the
Beard of Agriculture mects in Pebruary the Agemts hope to lead this
group in assigning specific duties for the leaders, Perhaps the
reason they have not assumed more responsibility in the past was due
to the fact that they did not know what to do and that the Agents had
not assisted them as much as they should have, With tem A-H Adult
Leaders attending the Adult Leaders' Conference at Natural Bridge,
the Agents hope to have two or three new community clubs organise
in 1960, In 1958 Halifax County had only ome leader to attemd the
oonference, The five Community Clubs already organised are doing
excellent work and many communities are looking at these clube and
finding out that more werk, and better work is carried en through
the sommumnity A-H Clubs than in the in-school clubs, There are
more recreational opportunities for commmmity groups which is badly
needed in Halifax County,
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