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INTRODUCTION o

This narrativ® report is for the Extension Work done in
Patrick County and includes the work done by the Extension
Agent, tie Assistant Agent, and the Secretary, and the various
activities that the office was called on to do. Mr. James R.
Reed, Assistant County Agent, came to work in the county June
16, 1952.°

TYPE OF AGRICULTURE
o
Patrick County lies in the southside and southwestern part
of the state. It is bordered by the following counties: Floyd,
anklin, Henry, Carroll, and by Surry and Stokes Counties in
orth Carolina.

Patrl:x%ounty covers an area of 485 square miles and 1is
being made up of 2424 farmms containing 300,160 acres of land,

In the county, the principal type of farms are general crop
specialities; livestock, dairying, fruit growing, and general
livestock crop farming, with some truck farming. The main crope
are tobacco, corn, and fruit.., Dairy and beef cattle are the

main livestock -nugprlus.

COUNTY ORGANIZATION

Patrick County D.H.I.A. County Board of
Pruit Growers Association Agriculture

Home Demonstration New River 5.C.S. P.M.A, County
County Committee County Committee Committee

Home Demonstrationg F.F.A, Federation L~H County Council
Federation Goal
Committee Patrick Wool Pool

The Coungy Board of Agriculture functioned effectively this
year in guiding the Extension Program. The board had two
meetings this year, the first meeting was devoted to assist the
agents in working up County Agricultural Program for the year.
The second mee«ting was held in October to hear a report on the
program and the things that had been accomplished up to date.

Other agriculture programs such as P.M.A,, 5.C.5., F.F.A,,
and F.H.A. were handled by the individual groups of the County
Board of Agriculture,
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IV. MAJOR PROJECTS 1952

A. Dairy

©
1. Situation

a. There are approximately 5,000 dairy cows in Patrick
County. Patrick is well adapted for graszing.

b. The county has a milk receiving station in the county,
while several famers sells milk out of the county.
This receiving station aleso receives milk from
surrounding counties.

Most of the Grade A Milk producers in the county sell
their milk out of the county, the reason for this is
that they get a better price for their milk.

e. There are thirty Grade A Milk producers in the county.
(6}

Goals

o

Increase the number of Grade A Milk producers in the
county.

Encourage more famers to join the D.H.I.A.
Encourage dairy famers to cull out cows that are not
paying and get good cows.

Encourage all farmers in the county to breed their
dairy cattle through the Artificial Breeding
Association so as to improve their dairy cows.

e. BEncourage farmers to grow their own feed.

Metif3ds

We plan to hold several dairy meetings this year in
the county and have the dai.y specialists to be at as
many of these meetings as pussible. The purpose of
these meetings will be to inform the dairy famers
o the dairy situation and the possible opportunities
for ggeater income for the county, especially on small
(”‘b

Hold a 4-H and Adult Dairy show in the county.

Contact dairy farmers by personal visits in regards to
their dairy problems,

Use the local nswspapers to contact farmmers through
news articles.

Have a judging school for the adults and 4-H Dairy
Club members,

Results




B.

Five county-wide dairy meetings were held in county
this year. At Lhese meetings, we had Mr. R. G. Connelly,
G. R, Pursley, G. J. Nageotte, and K. A, Hustor, Dairy
Department, and Mr. G. R. Epperson, BExtension Agronomy
Departaent. Mr. Pursley gave a talk on Milk Production
Levels and their significance to the dairyman; Mr. Huston,
Practical Methods of Dairy Herd Improvement; Mr. Nageotte,
How to Produce a Glass of Milk, The Consumer will Really
Like; Mr. Connelly, How to Start a Small Dairy Herd; and
Mr. Epperson, The Value of Good Pastures for Dairymen.

Mr. W. P, Fulton, manager of Fulton Farms, has had
five Registered Holstein Cows to produce over 100,000
pounds of milk each during six lactation periods. Mr.
Fulton's herd average for the past year was 435 pounds
of butter fat.

We Hive held several community meetings on dairying
and have emphasized the importance of farmers keeping
records of feed cost in order to determine the cost of
producing milk, and have encouraged farmers to cull out
cows that are not paying.

To date, our program has resulted in twelve dairy
farmers building Grade A Milk Barns and Parlors. Several
other Grade C Producers are making plans to switch to
Grade A Dairy in the near future. Our dairy enterprise
is increasing each year and is one of our main farm incomes
in the county. The past year, our income from dairy
products was about one-half million dollars.

Patrick County Fruit Growers

1.

Situation

The Patrick County Fruit Growers Association is made
up of fruit growers of peaches and apples.

The fruit growers is the most active organization

that we have in the county.

There are approximately two hundred and fifty active
fruit growers in the county.

This past year, several fruit growers have pushed their
orchards up because a low price for fruit was offered
and not having labor to properly take care of the
orchards,

Goals
Locate better markets for fruit.

«$e




Encourage some organization or group of individuals
to build a storage warshouse in the county, so as to
take care of the small orchardmens who do not have a
very good market for their fruit.
gincourage growers to use power equipment so as to
produce fruit more economically.

Methods

a. Hold power pruning demonstration in the county.

b. Hold packing and grading demonstrations in the county.

¢. Have spray cards malle&l out to fruit growers, advising
them the time to put on the various sprays.
Hold at least four meetings during the year and have
specialist present to discuss the various orchard
problems .,
USe timely newspaper articles %o inform growers of the
various orchard problems.
The agent, with the assistance of specialists, assist
fruit ‘Yrowers in selecting proper sites to plant new
orchards.

Results

Two county-wide fruit growers meetings were held in
January of this year., A well planned program was given by
Mr. A, H, Teske, Fred R. Dreiling, Dr. 5. A, Wingard, and
Dr. Frank Horsfall of Extension Horticulture Department as
speakers at these meetings, Valuable information was given
to the fruit growers on the Fruit Outlook for 1952, Pruning
To Cut Costs and Improve Quality, Insect Trouble makers, Scab,
Black Rot, and Brown Rot Control, The Pruit Fertilizer Program,
Treating Winter Injured Trees, Thinning Apples with Chemical
Sprays and the Spray Program for 1952,

Mr, Fred Dreiling, assisted by the agents, held two
Power Pruning Demonstrations in the county this year.

@Al monthly and yearly meetings have benefited the
growers exceedingly as they were brought up to date on
current spray program, the method of application, and
received valuable information on the outcome and what
to expect in the marketing problem.

Fruit Crops in some sections was damaged by hail and
drought. The peach crop was better this year than it has
been in the past few years.
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C. Tobaceco

1. Situation

There are 1064 tobacco fammers in the county with
total acres of 2600 acres. The past year, drought and
diseases cut 4he tobacco crop short in the county, also
the quality of the tobacco was not good. The average
pound s ger acre was 1562 pounds.

Goals

Treat toba®co beds for the control of weeds and
insects.

Spray tobacco beds for control of blue mold.
Where blackshank and granville wilt is in tobacco,
encourage farmers to plant resistant varieties.
Use a rotation in growing tobacco.

Plant varieties that will make the most income per
acre.

Encourage farmers to grade tobacco under artificial
lighting.

Methods

Hold meetings in the tobacco sections of the county
with the help of a specialist to discuss the various
problems of the tobacce growers.

Have at least four tobacco varieties for demonstrations
in the county and invite farmers to visit these
demonstration plots.

Invite and encourage fammers to visit the Chatham
Experiment Station.

Have at least three tobacco grading demonstrations
under artificial lighting in the county.

Through visits, newspapers, and radio, give timely
information on tobacco.

Results

Four demonstrations on the control of weeds and
insects in tobacco beds were held in the county and
the results have encouraged the tobacco famers in
the county to treat their tobacco beds.

The majority of all tobacco growers are now
spraying their tobacco beds for the control of blue
mold and the only blue mold this year was found where
fammers did not spray or dust their tobacco beds.

ale
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Four meetings were held in the county this year on
grading tobacco under artificial lighting. These
demonstration meetings were held in cooperation with the
Appalachian Electric Power Company and had a tobaceco
grader from one of the warehouses to do the grading.

This 1is the second year to hold this type of meeting in
the county. Those tobacco growers who have used these lights
to grade tobacco have had good results. Mr. Walter Handy,
a tobacco grower of the Red Bank Community, said that
his light paid for itself out of the first bam of
tobacco he sold. Famers have advised us that where

they used this uniform lighting over the sorting bench
throughout the day, that they did a better job of sorting
their tobacco and they reply that where there is better
sorting of tobaceo, it means better average price for
their crop.

Four meetings were held in the county on tobacco,
in regards to varieties, Diseases and Insects, and Black
Shank, and Wilt Resistant varieties, Mr. G. R. Mathews
of the Extension Agronomy Department discussed the
varieties that were best suited for this county and the
kind that would make the most pounds and money per acre
for the farmer, Mr. 5. B. Fenne, Plant Pathologist,
discussed the disease resistant variety and Root Knot
control. Blackshank is one of the worst diseases that
we have in tobacco. All farmers that have tobacco that
is dying in the field have been urged to bring it to our
office and then we send it to Blacksburg to find out what
disease it has. Where farmers have had their tobaceco to
die with blackshank, we are advising them to plant the
resistant varieties the following year.

Several fammers have had their tobacco dusted by
airplane this year for the control of insects. A large
group of farmers visited the Chatham Experiment Station
this yeaur, and received some valuable information on
growing tobacco.

Some farmers are using crop roatation with their
tobacco instead of planting tobacco in same field each
year. One farmer says it has increased his tobacco
crop about $100.00 per acre for the past three years
and has helped to mntrol some of the diseases,

The results of all these meetings, demonstrations,
personal visits, letters, and newspaper articles, have
given the farmer a better understanding of the tobacco
problem.




Patrick D.H.I.A.

1. Situation

We have five Grade A Herds in the county that are
testing their cows. There are 350 cows on test.
o

Goals

a4, Have at least ten herds in the association.
b, Hold at least two meetings during the year.

Methods

Hold meetings and visit dairymen and explain the
set up of the D.H.I.A,

Have the dairy specialist to visit some of the
dairy farmers and encourage them to become members
of the D.H.I.A.

Write timely newspaper articles in regards to the
D.H.I.A.

Have a tour of the five D.H.I.A, farms and invite
prospective members to go on this tour.

Results

We have six herds in the county now testing in the
D.H.I.A. Two new members came in and two dropped out.
The two herds that dropped out went out of the dairy
business and went into beef cattle. These six herds
compose of about three hundred dairy cows., Two of these
herds, one consists of eighty cows and another one of
seventy cows, averaged over four hundred pounds of butter
fat for this year. The other four herds are averaging
from three hundred to three hundred and fifty pounds of
butter fat,

We now have four dairymen who are interested in
D.H.I.A. and we are hoping within the next two years to
have enough herds in the county to employ a full-time
testor and have our own association. At present, our
association includes Patrick, Carroll, and Orayson
Counties.

We have held two U.H.I.A. Meetings in the county this
year and at these meetings, G. R, Pursley and K. A, Huston
of the Extension Dalry Department discussed the D.H.I.A.
program. °

All the members are now using the Artificial Breeding
Association.

oo




E. Patrick Artificiel Breeding Assoclation
1. Situatid®

The Artificial Breeding Association has been in
operation for two years., The first year they bred 650
cows, this past year 875 cows were bred. The association
has 1200 cows signed up, with 165 members. The association
is affiliated with Virginia Artificial Breeding Association.
The association is new breeding for non-members and
charging them fifty cents more per head than members.

o
Goals

a. Have at least 1500 cows signed up by the end of the
year.

b. Become a member of the Virginia Artificial Breeding
Assoclation.

Methods

Hold meetings in the county in regards to Artificial
Breeding and encourage farmers to become members or
breed as non-members.

Plan to hold an Artificial Dairy Calf show in the
county this fall.

Have farmers to visit the Virginia Artificial Breeding
Center at Rocky Moun®, Virginia.

Through personal visits and newspaper articles,
encourage fammers to become members and use the
Artificial Breeding Association.

Results

We have 1300 cows enrolled with 210 members
participating in the Patrick Artificial Breeding
Association. This past year, we only bred about 800
dairy cows. The farmers that are using this program
are well pleased with the calves they are getting. Ve
are breeding a lot of cows for non-members now.

Several farmers have visited the Virginia Artificial
Breeding Center to look over the sires that they have in
the association and they were well pleased with the type
of animals that they have. Next year, we hope to breed
1000 cows, as we believe, after we get some of the heifer
calves in milk production that it will help the association
a4s more members and non-members will be breeding.
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F. Sheep
(o]
1. Situation

a. Practically all the sheep in the county is located in
the mountain section of Meadows of Dan, The reason
that more farmers are not raising sheep because of the
destruction by dogs. Sheep continue to be on a decrease
in the county, although the county is well adapted to
sheep raising.

Goals

a, Increase the number of sheep in the county.
b. [Encourage more farmers to get into the sheep business.
c @ch sheep producer breed to purebred rams,

Method s

Hold meetings in the county and have a specialist from
the State Extension Service discuss flock management
through better feeding and parasite control.

Assist farmers in selecting top rams to breed their
flocks.

Assist farmers in pooling their wool at a greater
market advantage.

Write timely newspaper articles in regards to sheep
production.

See that every farmer gets a bulletin on Sheep
Pmdugtlon.

Hesults

Five new farmers have gone into the sheep business
this year. The agents assisted four farmers in securing
good rams for their flocks. The agents also assisted one
new farmer in securing sixteen ewes from the V. P, I.
Experiment Station.

The agents assisted the farmers with pooling their
wool this year. The wool was pooled through the Montgomery
County Wool Pool. A few of the farmers have gone out of
the sheep business this year, because of dogs getting into
their sheep and killing them,

G. Patrick 100-Bushel Com Club

1. Situation




© This i# the third year for the 100-Bushel Corn Club
in the county, This past year, thirty farmers corn was
measured and eighteen members produced over 100-bushel
per acre. The top yleld was 157 bushel per acre. The
average for all the farmers signed up in the 100-Bushel
Corn Club was 103 bushel per acre.

Goals

Have at least one 100-Bushel Corn Club demonstration
~in each community a year.

. Have more farmers join the 100-Bushel Corm Club.

¢. Have a tour of the 100-Bushel Corn Club Members.

Methods

a, Have meetings in county advising fsrmers on proper
methods that they will have to do in order to produce
100-bushel of corn per acre. Have specialist at one
of these meetings.

Have business places and banks award prizes for top
yields.

Use newspaper and radio in giving out information on
how to produce 100-bushel of corn per acre.

Have a tour and visit some of the farmers in the 100-
Bushel Corn Club.

Results

Only a few farmers in the county this year produced
100-bushel of com per acre, due to the dry weather during
the season. About forty farmers signed up but the results
were so poor thatgwe only checked about twelve farms, We
hope to continue this project each year as we believe it
definitely will increase the cormn yleld in the county. The
wind and hall damaged the corn heavy in some sections of
the county. About 80% of the farmers are growing hybrid
corn in the county and the other 208 are growing the open
pollinated. This is mostly in the mountain section of 3000
feet elevation where the hybrid doesn't dn too good.

Patrick Pasture Improvement Program

1.

o

Situation

The average carrying capacity of pasture in the county
is four acres per animal. This is one program we plan to do
a great deal of work on this year. A great deal of land that
is used for crops, should be converted into pasture land.
Most of the pasture land is in run-down condition
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and needs to be top-dressed with fertilizer or plowed up
and reseeded. There are several hundred acres of idle
land in the county that should be converted into pasture.

Goals ¢

a, Have at least one pasture demonstration in each
community of the county.

b. Have pasture tours during the spring and fall.

@ Continue the Pasture Improvement Project.

d. Have at least fifty farmers signed up in Pasture
Improvement Contest.

Methods

a. Hold meetings in all the communities of the county
encouraging famers to improve their old pastures and
also convert their idle land into pastues., Use
specialist at as many of these meetings as possible.
We will use the newspaper, radio, and letters to give
out timely information on pastures.

We will work up posters and have about five-hundred made
and place them in the local stores and schools of the
county, encouraging fammers to have better pastures.

d. We will have several pasture tours in the county.

e. AL these meetings, we plan to invite businessmen as
well as farmers.

f. We will have a Pasture Improvement Progrmm organized
in the county and will try to get as many as fifty
farmers to join the Pasture Improvement Club,

g.o We will have one or more pasture demonstrations in
each community in the county.

(+)
Results

One pastue tour was held in the county this spring
and planned to hold several more, but due to the drought
the pastures did not do to well and the pasture committee
decided not to hold any more pasture tours. The pasture
tour held was attended by about fifty farmers from all
communities of the county. One county-wide meeting was
held on the pasture improvement progrom which wae attended
by the Agriculture Workers, Professional Workers, Business-
men.

Mr. A. C., Turner, who is Chairman of the Pasture
Program, discussed the advantage of a good pasture program
for farmers and business people of the county. He advised
that it would not only mean more money to the farm people of
the county, but also to the business people.
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At present, pastures carry about one animal for every
four acres of pasture and we think this can be improved.
We set our goal to have our pastures to carry one animal
for every two acres of pastures. We think that the various
meetings we have held, newspaper articles that have been
written, and circular letters sent out, and personal visits
made, that most of the farmers are beginning to realize what
a good pasture progream means to them. o

o Many of our farmers seeded new pastures this year, also
Several acres of land that has been ddle on some famms has
been converted into pastures. Two demonstrations were held
in the county on how to seed a good pasture. A lot of our
failures in pastures was because a good seed bed was not
prepared to start with. Ipproximataly five hundred acres of
new pastures have been established in the county this year.
Most farmers are pianting about two pounds of ladina clover
and twelve pounds of orchard grass in this mixture for
pasture per acre. We have had several farmers to seed
supplementary pastures that have given them late fall grazing
and early spring grasing. The majority using Sudan Grass
alone, Sudan Grass ™ Soybean, Rye and Rye Grass. The
majority of the farmers in the county are top-dressing
their pastures in fall or spring now.

Mr. Lyle Clark, who owns a large dairy famm in Patrick
County, purchased this farm in 1938 which consisted of 385
acres of land., This farm previously had been used for the
production of tobacco and grain. Livestock farming was
unknown. During the early days over the years the fam was
allowed to run down and grow up with broom hedge, briars,
brush, and scrub trees. Within fourteen years, this fam
has been converted into a veritable Garden of Eden. A few
acres of land needs to be zleared, but most of the land 1is
tied"down with a verdent growth of ladina clover and
orchard grass, blue grass, and white clover and alfalfa.

Only enough acreage is used per year to grow corn silage.

No crops are raised for grain. Mr. Clark said that he is
averaging one animal per acre on his pastures, and is getting
good results, he says that good pastures is the cheapest feed
he can produce. 3Since 1946, the dairy herd has averaged over
four hundred pounds of butter fat per year.

We think that we are making good progress with our
Pasture Improvement Program throughout the county and we
hope that within the next five years to have most of the
idle land converted into permanent pasture, also a lot of
land that is being cropped, we hope will be converted into
pasture, Our county is a rolling and mountain county and
is hest suited for grazing.
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Situation

Most farmers in the county are not producing enough
hay to feed their own livestock. Most of the farmers
are stacking their hay and this way they seem to lose a
great deal of it by damage from weather. Clover,
lespedeza, and alfalfs seems to be the most popular hay
crops in the county.

Goals

a., Have farmers grow enough hay to feed their livestock.

b. Get more acres of alfalfa hay grown in the county.

¢. Get more farmmers to store hay in the barns instead of
the field.

d. Get more famers to install hay driers in their barns.

Methods

Through meetings, newspaper articles, bulletins,
letters, and personal visits, advise farmers on the
proper methods and management in growing hay.

Have farmers, who plan to seed alfalfa, have their
soll treated.

Have tours of the farms that have hay driers and
invite farmers to go on this tour.

Results

Lespedeza and alfalfa are our two main hay crops.

Most of the famers that seeded alfalfa this year had their
soil testéd before seeding. Approximately two hundred acres
of alfalfa has been seeded in the county this year. In some
cases where the farmers plammed to seed alfalfa and soil
test showed that the land was very low in organic matter,
they planted soybeans in the spring and turned them under
before seeding alfalfa.

This year, several farmers have seeded alfalfa for the
first time. Our alfalfa acreage is increasing each year in
the county. Most of the farmers are seeding their alfalfa
in the fall instead of the spring, this way they are not
bothered too much with the weeds. On most of the other hay
crops, the farmers only get one cutting each year, where in
alfalfa they get three or four cuttings each year. The farmer
will average getting three ton of hay per acre, on alfalfa,
and on the other hay crops they only get about one ton per acre.
This means that the farmer can grow his alfalfa hay crop on less
acreage of lapd and can get a better gquality of hay.
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A county-wide hay drier tour was held in county in
cooperation with the Appalachian Electric Power Company.
Three farms were visited with approximately eighty
farmers attending. The farms that we visited had hay
driers that cured loose hay. Mr., George Tumer,
Representative of Appalachian Electric Power Company,
discussed the advantages of the hay drier also the cost
and operation of the drier.

At present time, we have twsaty-two hay driers in
the county. Several other farmers are planning to put
in hay driers in the near future.

Cattle
Situation

The principal breeds of beef cattle in the county
are Hereford and Angus. The beef cattle interest has
increased greatly in the past ysar. There has heen a
great demand for breeding stock, both male and female.
Tobacco farmers are now keeping a few beef cattle, Some
few dairy farmers have changed over to beef cattle.

Goals

a, Get more tobacco farmers, where they have pasture
land ancd feed, to put on a few beef cattle.

b. Encourage farmers to select good types of animals
in order that they can produce good animals for
market.

¢. Bach producers of beef cattle, breed to a purebred
male.

d. Have more farmers put animals in feeder calf sales.

Methods

a. Through meetings, tours, letters, newspaper articles
and personal visits, we hope to improve the cuality
of beef cattle in the county.

In sections of the county where there is idle land,
encourage farmers to put into pasture and get some
beef cattle.

¢. Assist farmers in selecting good type of animals.

Results

The number of beef cattle has increased about forty
per cent in the past year. Several new herds of beef
cattle have been started in the county this year.
Practically every beef cattle herd in the county has a
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registered male to breed too. Most of the farmers this
fall had to do some culling. The main reason for the
culling was due to the drought as they did not have
enough hay to feed their cattle through the winter.
Ten farmers this year put two-hundred head of beef
cattle in the Feedar Calf Sales and were well pleased
with the price they received for them.

The agents assisted several farmers in the county in
securing high bred bulls and cows. BEight farmers put beef
cattle in the purebred cales. We are urging more farmers
to put cattle in the Feeder Calf Sales as we think that they
will receive a little more money from these sales. Where
farmers need replacements in their herds, we advise them
that this market is a good place to purchase them.

Poultry

1. Situation

We have only a few large poultry producers in the
county. We have no special market in the county to market
poultry. Most farmers in the county keep about twenty-five
laying hens.

Goals

Locate a good market for pouitry producers.
Better management and care of poultry.
Encourage farmers to cull poultry.

Increase tie laying hen number in the county.
Increase the broiler production.

Methods

a. Hold group meeting in January and February with news
articles supporting these meetings. The purpose of
these are to inform the faramers of our present poultry
situation and the possible opportunity for greater
income in the county, especially more on small farms,
Hold poultry culling demonstration in the county.
Through farm visits, news articles, bulletins, and
personal visits, we hope to improve the poultry
management .

Results




Most of the farmers in the county raise and keep
enough poultry for their own use. We have some few
large poultry producers in the county that are making
a success of it,

Our biggest problem in the poultry line is that
we do not have a good market for our poultry producers.

Mi. E. T. Anderson, one of our good poultry
producers, advises us that he made about $800.00 on
his two-hundred laying hens this year. More of our
poultry producers are purchasing certified blood
tested chickens.

We have held several Poultry Culling Demonstrations
in the county this year, thus we feel has helped the
poultry producers in getting the birds out of the flock
that are not laying.

Several farmers have built poultry houses according
to plans by the Extension Service this year. We have been
sanding out monthly tips on care and management of poultry
producers who sell their poultry products.

L. Cover Crops
Situation

Most of the farmers that have corn and tobacco are
using some type of cover crop after the crop has been
harvested. Some land in the county is left bare during
the winter months and this can cause considerable
washing in the fields,

Goals
See that all bare land has a cover crop on it.

Methods

Through meetings in fall, letters, newspaper articles,
and personal visits, encourage famers to plant winter
cover crops.

Results

Practically all the farmers are seeding a cover crop
on their bare land in the fall.
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At our meetings, farm visits, newspaper articles,
and letters, we have emphasiszed the importance of having
@ cover ¢rop. This helps to prevent washing, also by
turning the cover crop it helps to improve the land for
the next crop.

In past years, seversl of our tobacco farmers that
did not plant & cover crop, & considerable danage was
done by washing of the land, which made a poer tobacco
erop. Through our Agronomy Committee, we set up
demonstrations in the comaunity in which we think helped
to promote the advantage of cover crops and now
practically all the farmers are using a cover crop on
their tobaceo land.

Club Work

Situation

The 4-H Club organization in Patrick is set under
the standard pattern for the state, having the County
Council heading the local clubs., We had eighteen clubs
in the county last year. We have thirteen junior clube
and five senior clubs, e had 387 boys last yeer.

Goals

. Bach club have an adult leader.

b. Members complete 80K of projects.

¢. Hold ten meetings during the year.

d. BEnter i~H contest.

e. BEach club send one delegate to L-H Club Cump.

f. Hold st least two council meetings.

g+ Hold County Achievement Day.

h., Have an Adult Advisory Committee.

i. Organize some new clubs,

3. Have at least 75% of club members to own their own
project,

Methods

a. Ve will elect officers in our local clubs in October.
Our first county council meeting will be held in
Hovember to set up the plan of work for the year.

Our monthly meetings will be used to promote the

program of ‘the county council, the local clubs, and

for project instructiomn.

The agents plan to visit at least 758 of the club members
this year and give theam instructions on carrying out
their projects. In these visits, we will have an
opportunity to discuss their iW-H Club program with the
parents of the club members.
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Each member will be sent infommation on how to
conduct his project also letters will be sent them
on specific phases of the work.
The agent will assist the club members in selecting
their projects.
The agent and clyb members will select project leaders
to assist the club members with their projects.
Senior club members will serve as junior leaders for
the junior clubs., They will assist the junior club
members with their projects and record keeping, also
assist them with their monthly programs for meetings.
Plan to put on exhibits at the county fair.
Give publicity to the A4-H Club program through the
local papers.
Haye specialist from the 4~H Club Department to give
talk at special meeting in regards to the L-H Club
Program.

k. Present awards to club members thal do outstanding work.

Results

This year the L~H Club membership has increased from
387 to 402 members. The number of clubs have increased from
18 to 21 clubs. The 4LO2 club members suparvised by the
agricultural agents carried 517 projects, 373 which were
satisfactorily completed. Three hundred and thirty-six
of the supervised completed projects giving 83.6% project
completion by club members. The projects carried consisted
of 21 corn projects, 1 peanut project, 2 hay projects, 9
Irish and Sweet Potato projects, 17 tobacco projects, 5
small fruit projects, 1 soil and water co.scrvation pro ject,
J1 home garden projects, 1 truck crop project, 1 sheep,
project, 109 swine projects, 8 rabbit projects, 14 forestry,
projects, 168 farm and home electrification projects, 10
junior leadership projects, 14 poultry projects, 71 dairy
projects, 17 beef projects, and 17 other projects.

Working through the 4(-H Club members, we have brought
many farmers in the county to roalisze the need for better
livestock, better feeding practices, the use of certified
seed, and the use of more fertilizer. Many Iismprovements
have been made in farm and home wiring and lighting as a
direct result of some member of the family being enrolled
in the fam and home electric project.

The District 4-H Club Camp held at Holiday Lake
included club members from Patrick, Henry, and Franklin
Counties and Charlotte County. The purpose of the camp
was to train 4-H Club members in leadership, citizenship,
and to stimulate a greater interest in 4-H Club work.
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Certain members were given detailed instructions in
certain phases of their project work, especially on
demonstrations and record keeping. Classes in social
courtesies, recreation, nature studies, handicraft, and
demonstrations were available to club members attending
k-H Club Camp.

After they returned home, the c¢lub members gave
reports to their local clubs on what they have learned
and especially enjoyed at 4~H Club Camp.

State Short Course

Because of the shortage of farm labor, none of the
boys in Patrick County were able to attend the State 4\-H
Club Short Course. Bernard Terry, Meadows of Dan Senior,
had won a scholarship to the Short Course but was unable
to attend.) However, Alvin Anthony and Pulton Clark were
able to attend the All Star Ceremony.

Achievement

Patrick County clubs have made several outstanding
achievements this year. The Critsz Senior, Stuart Ath
Grade, and Stuart 5th and 6th Grade Clubs were awarded
banners for outstanding 4-H Club work.

Six Patrick County A~H Club members exhibited their
dairy snimals at the District Dairy Show that was held in
Martinsville for Patrick, Henry, Franklin, and Pittsylvania
Counties. Patrick County club members won 1 blue, 3 red,
and 2 white ribbons., Fulton Clark, Stuart, won lst place
in the Showmanship Class and Ath place in the Pitting
Class.

The Woolwine Junior Club sold Christmas “ards to
raise funds to send members to 4~H Club Camp. The Crits
Clubs also raised funds to send members to cemy by
selling Christmas Cards and furniture polish.

Several of the 4-H Clubs in this county observed
Rural Life Sunday by attending church services as a group
and taking an active part in the services,

The members of the Crits Clubs have contributed
greatly in the work of raising funds to bulld a Recreation
Center for the use of the Crits Community.
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The All Stars of Patrick and Henry Counties met at
Fairy Stone Park at a recreational meeting of the Crits
Club and organized an All Star Chapter composed of All
Stars from these two counties.

Lowell Banks, Meadows of Dan Senior Club, placed
first in the Breeding Pig Contest and received a cash
award of $60,00. Thomas Wood placed second and received
$25.00. Billy Roy Shelor placed third and received
$15.00. Bernard Terry and James Cassell placed fourth
and fifth and each received a $5.00 sward. These pigs
were judged at e ight months of age by a livestock
specialist from the State Agriculturtl College. The
Breeding Pig Project has been carried in this county for
the last ten years and has proven to be one of our more
informa'ive and successful projects, It has been an
important factor in educating the farmers in the use of
approved swine husbandry practices, From observation of
this project, farmers have been made to realize the value
of clean hog lots, farrowing houses, properly balanced
rations for swine kept for breeding animals. Farmer's
have also learned to use proper sanitation at farrowing
time which has resulted in a larger number of pigs being
raised. This project has been very helpful in getting a
large number of purebred swine into the county.

County winners in other projects were as follows:
Famm and Home EKlectric Project, Harold Hopkins, a trip
to State L-H Club Electric Congress; Larry Roberson
and Stanley Smith, Gold Medals - Famm and Home Safety
Project, Gerald Lee Baliles, Grady Pike, Walter Lawson,
Gold Medals - Achievement Contest, Charles Smith, Lowell
Banks , Gold Medals - Dairy Project, Lonnie Shelor, Richard
Rogers, Vance Smith, and Winfred Lee Smith, Gold Medals -
Field Crops, Thomas Terry, Gold Medal - Home Garden Project,
Coy Tatum, Gold Medal - Junior Leadership, Hale Terry, Gold
Medal - Meat Animal Project, Thomas Wood jGold Medal -
Poultry Project, Joe Tatum, and Walter Lawson, Gold Medal.

All%awards and recognition of winners were made at
the county-wide 4-H Club Achievement Day.

Agriculture Engineering

1. Situation

About one-third of the farmers homes in the county
have running water in the homes. Practically all the
fprms have electricity in the homes. Only about one-third
of the farms have proper shelter for livestock. Most
farmers do not have properly built barns to take care of
their hay. Very few farmers have hay driers installed in
their barms.




Goals

Build better barms Lo store hay in.

Have more shelters built for livestock.

Get running water in more homes,

Have more farmers install hay driers to cure hay.

Methods

Have water system tours and encourage fammers that
do not have running water in the homes to go on these
tours, Use specialist from the Agriculture Extension
Engineering Department to assist on these tours.

Have barn and hay drier tours to encourage fammers to
build better barns and also install hay driers,
Through meeting with the help of the Extension
Specialist, encourage farmmers to have running water
in homes, also build the proper type of barms.
Through special newspaper articles and personal
visits, assist farmers with these various Agriculture
Engineering projects.

Results

Several farm homes have installed running water in
the homes. Mr, G. D. Kite, Extension Agriculture
Engineer, spent four days in the county working with the
agents and fammers in giving thesm infomation in building
Grade A Milk Bams, putting water in the homes. Most of
the work done through the Agriculture Engineering
Department has been done through personal visits by the
agents and specialists.

“ One meeting was held in the county on putting water
in homes and farm buildings on the famm., Mr. G. D. Kite,
Agricultural Engineer, was the specialist at this meeting.

Five pole type feeding barns have been built in the
county this year. This type of barn is becoming very
popular with the dairy and beef cattle farmers.

+A. and 5.C.5, Cooperating
S{tuation

In the Agronomy Field, the P.M.A, 5.C.S5., and the
Extension Jervice have !orlud very close together. Our
main reason for this is because each is definitely
interested in this work and we can accomplish more by
working together, rather than separately.
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Goals

a8, Huve more farmers sig~ under both of these programs.

b. The goal of these three organizations, P.M.A,, 8.C.5,,
and Extension Jervice, is to get proper land use
established more thorou/hly in the county.

Methods

Through meetings of these three organizations,
encourage farmers to use them. The Soil Conservation
Progren is setting up a complete land use progrem on
the farm., The P.M.A. furnish material such as lime,
fertilizer, and seed to the farmers.

The lixtension Service furnish the latest information
available from the State Experiment Station to the farmers,
through meetings, visits, news articles, and circular
letters.

Results

All three of these organizations plus the Vocational
Teachers, contribute their efforts on the County Pasture
Improvement Program, and the 100-Bushel Com Club.

The P.M.A, has 1025 farme out of 2424 participating
in their program, which is an increase, of over the past
year, of about one hundred more farmers. The P.M.A.
furnished material, continued to sign up in the county
to use its alloeation of approximately $35,000,00, The
allocation was used in assisting farmers with lime,
fertilizer, and grass seed, such as ladino clover and
orchard grass.

The 5.C.3. has approximstely four hundred farmers
participating in their program.

The Extension Agents furnished the professisnal
workers with the latest recommendation on variet.es and
fertiliszer, that are recommended by the State Experiment
Stat¥n.

Patrick County Fair

This year, the county fair was sponsored by the Stuart
Rotary Club., This is the first time to hold & fair in the ¢
county sinee 1942. All the business places donated prises
for the fair., There were over four hundred famm and home
exhibits in the fair. Approximately two thousand people
visited the falr.
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The fair committee hopes, next year, to make it a three-
day fair instead of a one-~day fair. All the Agriculture
md Professional workers worked together in making the fair
& success. The Jtuart Hotary Club is planning to sponsor
the fair again next year.

GENERAL ROUTINE wORK

The agent's have many calls in the county for personal
service. We have many calls in the county to assist farmers in
surveying out sewage lines, putting in water systems, pruning
shrubbery, and taking soil samples. We are called upon to
vaccinate calves for blackleg. This year, we had an epedimic
of blackleg in two communities in the county and the agents
assisted the farmers in vaceinating several hundred head of
livestock, We are called upon to give information on diseases
and insect control, assist farmers in culling poultry. In the
month of January, we assist farmers in preparing their Federal
Income reports.

We write effective arnd timely news articles for our local
papers s:.i week, We do not have a veterinarian in the county
now, and we are called upon to assist farwers with help of
sick animals, also nost farmers recuire assistance in obtaining
& veterinarian. In our office, we try to keep a good supply of
bulletine on the latest information on agriculture. We try te
ene these are properly distributed to the fam people.

During the year, we have made 889 farm visits, prepared 78
news articles, had 2409 office calls, 2152 telephone calls, and
have distributed 3199 bulletins. We traveled 18,685 miles in
conducting the Extension Program in Patrick County.

EVALUATION OF WORK

To evaluate our work in Patrick County is & very diffieult
problem. We are receiving increased number of calls by farmers
and organisations for information. We are getting requests for
information on most all phases of agriculture. A large number
of young farmers are now requesting aid in planning their fam
program. We are encouraging farmers to follow plan of work
program and keep farm and home account records of the fam and
home operation. This year, the agents have assisted farmers in
installing water, bathrooms, heat, and electricity in the home.
The 4-H Club membership and number of clubs in the county have
singreased this year. More of the smaller communities in the
county are requesting that we organise clube in their community.

Our method and result demonstrations in the county are
reaching most all of the farmers in the county.
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VII.

We wish to acknowledge the splendid

cooperation of the

P.M.A., Soil Conservation Service, Farmers Home Administration,
Vocational Agriculture Teachers, and Veteran Teachers in the county.

We appreciate very much the cooperation of the
tried to cooperate with them. The

agents have

agencies and have
helped them in

planning a better program and we have asked their assistance in

planning our progyram.

In conclusion of the evaluation of the Extension

Service Work

in the county, we haye endeavored to cover all the different projects

in this narrative report.
different agencies; the County Board of Agriculture,

We believe that our cooperation with the

Board of

Supervisors, professional workers, and specialists from the State
Extension Service has resulted in a very successful year for
Extension Work in Pairick County.

We wish to acknowledge th

good work done by bur secretary in

keeping records and aiding the Extension work in the county.

ASSISTANCE RECEIVED FROM EXTENSION SPECIALISTS

L. C. Beamer

® Associate Extension

Horticulturist

A. H. Teske
Extension
Horticulturist

Hugh Henderson
sociate Extension
al Husbandman

Guy J. Nageotte
Associate Extension
Dai ryman

Keith A, Huston
Associate Extension
Dai ryman

G. R. Mathews
Associate Extension
Agronomi st

#ddison B, Lyon
Associate Extension
Forester

G. D. Kite
Associate Extension
Agricultural Engineer

Fred R. Dreiling
Associate Extension
Horticulturist

E. W. Carson
District Agent
Appomattox, Virginia
G. R. Epperson
Associate Extension
Agronomi st

H. B. Aroian
Associate Extension
Horticulturist

S. B. Fenne
Extension Plant
Pathologl st

John M. Amos
Associate Entomologist
and Plant Pathologist

8. A. Wingard
Plant Pathologist
and Physiologist

W. W, Lewis
Extens!on
Agronomist

G. R. Pursley
Extension Dairy
Husbandman

James W. Howe
Associate Extension
Dairyman

M. L. Dalton
Extension Animal
Husbandman
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual report.




GENERAL ACTIVITIES




GENERAL ACTIVITIES—Continued

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR
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CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply.—See page 11, column (a) and items 115 (¢), (1) through (8))
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HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
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°Sl AMARY OF 4-H CLUB BOYS® AND GIRLS§y PROJECTS
One rlu." member may engage in two or more projects The sum of the projects is therefore greater than the @ mber of different cl members enrolled
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4-X1 CLUB MEMBERSHIP WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)

Do not include wark with 4-H ¢

s pur 1 see "

A. Extension organized groups of young men and won
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