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Brief Deseription of County Organisation.

The County Board of Agriculture plans the overall county
agricultural programs. From this board ocommittees are appointed to
work on the more lmportant phases of the county pregram. The Coumty
Board itself oconsiders the needs each year of the entire county
and presents these plans for the consideration of the warious
comunity oommittees. All agencies operating within the county are
represented on the county board. This serves as a means for
better coordinating the efforts of eash particular agenoy which
helps to prevent overlapping or duplication,

The Professional Worker's Council and U, 8, D« A, Council are
included in the framework of the county board and suppliments in
many instances the work of the County Board of Agrioculture itself.
This is particularly true in that each agency in the cowmty has a
representative on the U, 5, D, A, Council and Professional Worker's
Counoil.

Some of the more lumportant phases of the county program are
handled by committees. Some of the present working cammittees are
the Agronomy Commdttee, Tobaoco Committee, Fest Comtrol Committee
and Youth Commdttee.

The Meciclenburg County Dairy Breeders Assocliation handles the
county's dairy program. This association meets at least twice
oach year, The officers and directors of the association meet more
frequently. The association is composed of approximately 200
breeders. A $1.00 membership fee is paid each year by each
individual breeder to bear incidental expenses incurred by the
association and for furtherence of the 4~ Club Dairy Program.

There is a local Dairy Herd Improvement Association in the
county composed of thirteen (13) herd owmers from this county
and adjoining eounties., The writer's office is headquarters for
the association's supervisor. BSupplies, reports, and other
matters relating to the business of the assocciation are handled here.

The Parm Bureau and the Grange have very active local organisations
within the county., At the present time thare are two (2) Oranges
in the county with about one hundred (100) members. The Parm Buresu
organi sation has a membership of approximately six hundred (600).
Membership fees have recently been raised from §2.50 per year to
$10,00 per year. At the present time an intensive drive is on to




seoure membership of ome thousand (1000)., The agent has met with
the loocal organigation in all of ite meetings held this year and
uses these meetings as a means of getting additional information
to farmers concer ing the Bxtension program. It is of interest
to note that Mr, H. Guy Blalock, President of the Virginia Parm
Bureau Federation is a resident of this county. He is a past
president of the County Farm Bureau and at present a director of
the organization,

Zype of Agriculture

Mecklenburg County is located in Southside Virginia adjoining
the state line of North Carclina., It enjoys a fairly leag growing
season with an average annual rainfall of about 45.5 inches. Almost
all of the farms can be considered good although the scil types wary
groatly, Approximately one-hall of the soils are of granitiec
origin with the remaining one~half of slate origin. The granitie
soils harbor the more prosperous type of agrieulture, About 75 per
oent of the farm income is derived from the sale of flue tobacoo

and cotton. ITwenty eight lundred tobacoo farms produce approximately
13,200 acres. Due to the high price of tobacco that has prewailed
during the past several years, the production of cotton has sharply
declined to a peint now where not more than four hundred (400)

farms are produsing this commodity. Feanuts are grown om a
commercial seale on & few less than one hundred (100) farms.

Although grown for limited sales, other major orops from an
aoreage standpoint are corn and wheat. They are produced solely
on a subsistance basis on about three-fourths of the farms in the
county. The average acreage of corn is 35,000 acres, while that
of wheat is 6,000 agres. Since Meu lenburg is predominately a ocash
erop ooumty, the dewoting of so much land %o row erops has over a
period of years resulted in impreper land use and a high degree of
erosion. lMany farmers think sclely in terms of these depleting
erops and have given little attention up until just recently %
the improvement of pastures and the production of hay and feed
erops. Nany farmers in the county now are begimning to realise
more than ever before that good pastures, hay and feed orops
together with approved rotations for general orops are begimning
to pay high dividends.

The Yegro race comprises about fifty pereent of the total
sounty population, A very small pereentage of these are farm
owners. Approximately fifty per cent of all farm families in the
eounty work as temants or sharecroppers.




Project Activities
(A) Dairy work

This work still remains one of the important phases of our
Extension prograa in the oounty with the possible exoception of
4= Club work. The agent works very closely with the Meoklemburg
County Ouernsey Breeders Association and much of the dairy work
is chanveled through this organization., A greater part of the
local Extension progras with the cooperation of the Coumty Guernsey
Breeders Association is centered arvund the development and
propagation of the Guernsey breed. This breed was adopted by the
oounty some twenty-eight (28) years ago as the breed to stress and
dovelop. As & result of the efforts of the Extension Agents and
the gounty Guernsey Association, nine dairy cows out of every
ten in the county are Guernseys.

It is & remarkable fact that in an area where the one erep
system has so long prevailed that this coun'y oan boast more
purebred Guernsey breeders than any other ecunty in the south.
(over 200),

The Mecklenburg County Guernsey Breeders Assooiation anmually
sponsors two (2) outstanding events. These events are (1) a county
wide Field buy and Junier Show, (2) a breeder's banquet.

The county wide Fleld Day and Jmior Guernsey Show was held
this past July at the Boydton Town Park at Boydton, Virginia, with
asearly §00 in attendance. The program in the morning was dewvoted
to exhibiting warious classes of Guernseys from Junior cows through
Aged cows, A ghort speaking program was held in the uf'termoon,
Peature speakers were L. B. Dietrick, Director of the Virginia
Agricul tural Extension Service, Blacksburg, and Dr. Warren Shaw,
Extension Weed Specialist and Assistant Professor of Agronomy,
North Carolina State College, Raleigh, N, ¢. 4=H and FFaA boys
showed forty-three (43) well fitted purebred and grade OGuernseys.
Business men and individuale in the county donmated over $350.00
which was used for awards and other expenses in eonneotion with
the Show, This mmmal event has without a doubt created more
enthusiasm and has served to really arcuse the interest of the
people in the sounty.
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A judging contest is also held mmmally in eonneotion with
thie event., During the show in July almost all spectators
partisipated in this contest. The wimner is ammually awarded
the silver trophy eup. Exhibit No, 1 is the printed program
of the 1960 Amnual Gusrnsey Field Day and Junior Guernsey Show,

fhe amual Breeders' banquet was a pleasant occecasion with
seventy=five (75) people present. Dr, H. 8. Miller, Federal
Veterinarian, Riclmond, Virginia, was the guest speaker at this
event,

There are four different milk companies mow with milk
routes in this county. In addition there are two retail
distributors in the county who buy whole milk from fifteen
producers. Approximately 160 farmers are selling whole milk,
about twenty-five (25) of this mumber are Grade A milk shippers.

As would be expected from such a large mmber of purebred
Guernsey breeders, this agent receives mmerous requests to
assist individual dairymen and farmers with registration and
transfer problems. This agent also renders service to dairymen
and farmers by having available in the office a supply of all
necessary registration forms for distribution to breeders upon
request., MNumerous breeders have been assisted in the sketching
or registration of about 100 purebred Guernseys.

T™he agent continues to boost the loeal Dairy Herd
Improvement Assoeiation., There are thirteen (13) herds mow
inoluded in the assoclation with some several expected to join
before Jaruary 1, 1961, For a mmber of years the agent has
followed the custom of sending a production summry each month
on each herd to each herd owner. The herd owner looks forward
to this information and doubtless it has stimulated much
eompetition mmong the herd owners.

There are about forty (40) oreditable purebred Guernsey
bulls in the county at the prosent time. DTwo good bulls were
placed this year as a result of the agent's efforts.

Tenporary silo construotion is still on the increase
throughout the county. In 1947 the first of these silos was
put up with a total of two being erected. This year has seen
ten such silos erected in this eounty,




Four (4) purebred Guernsey oalves were added to the Bndless
ghain Guernsey project making the total now six (6), These calves
wore domated by county ‘usiness firms. The 4=i member receiving
a oalf agrees to turn back the County Agent the first heifer
ealf which will be passed on to another worthy and deserving
4= Club member. In the event that the first several offsprings
are bulls, they will be sold and the money used to purchase a
heifer.

The agent has recently assisted thg three originmal receivers
to locate good sires S0 whioch %9 broed their heifers. All calves
in the Endless chain Guernsey project were entered in the 1960
Guernsey Field Day and Junior Ouernsey thow.

(B) Yeef Cattle work

fithout & doubt this phase is repidly becoming an important
part of the Ixtension program in the county. Interest in bdeef
oattle not only from the standpoint of good prices bBut due to
inereased aoreage in good pastures throughout the counmty and
also, farmors not wishing %o milk has comtributed to more pacple
wmnting beef type cows on their farms. As & result of this
interest the agent has assisted mmerous farmers in obtaining
Mg grade heifers and good purebred sires with the idea of
starting small commercial herds. Several of the Virginia Calf
Sales this year were attended by the agent with loeal farmers
%o purchase these good grade heifers of both the Aberdeen Angus
and Hereford Breeds. Several farmers have been assisted with
locating good purebred sires for their already existing herd,

With the assistance of the three county papers and through
letters, a beof cattle survey was made this year to determige
the mmber and breeds in the county., The response to this showed
that there are aprroximately fifteen hundred Hereford cows and
approximately eleven hundred Aberdeon Angus cows in the eounty
with equally as many mixed breeds of cattle. This survey also
pointed out that there are thirty-two (32) purebred Aberdeen Angus
bulls and twenty-four (24) purebred Hereford bulls in the county.

The first baby beef show ever .ecmzud in the county was held

at the Chase City Fair Grounds in Chase ity in May, This show
was sponsored by a looal equipment firm in cooperation with the
Bxtension Service. This baby beef project was started during
the calendar year 1949, when ten (10) deserving 4=H Club beys
received an Aberdeen Angus breeding heifer. Hach boy agreed to
turn back to the looal sponsor in one year's time, the purchase
price of the oalf without interest. In addition to the above




agreement, each boy further agreed, in the form of a contract,
to enrry out certain feeding and management practices.

The day of the show, a talk on Beef Cattle Production
by M, L. Dalton, Beef Cattle Marketing Specialist of V, P, 1.,
preceded ‘the showing of the two elasses of breeding heifers,
Aberdeen Angus and Hereford). There were eleven (11) breeding
heifers entered in the Aberdeen Angus class and four (4)
breeding heiders entered in the Hereford Class. It was a fine
gesture on the part of the local sponsor %o allow other animals
in the Show even though they were not financed by him, In
addition to the $107.00 awarded in cash prises to the 4-~H Club
boys entering an animal, each boy also was awarded a beautiful
show hal ter, Appropriate ribbons were alsc awarded to the first
three placings. A cumplete set of fitting equipment was awarded
the wimer in the Fitting and Showmanship Contest,

it will be of interest to mote that the top two wimners
1 the show exhibited their heifers this year in the County Pair
1 second and fourth, competing at the sane time with
' the leading beef cattle growers in the county.

This year several additional heifers were added to the baby
beef provject and it is hoped that this show will become an
annual event here in the county.

Beef cattle mmbers in the ocounty, without a doubt, have
about doubled within the past twelve to sixteen menths, to where
the mumber now stands st approximately five thousand (5000),

The agent continues to receive calls from farmers interested in
seouring good commercial beef heifers. The writer, at the
present time, is attempting to locate several purebred sires

of both breeds for farmers who have recently purchased commercial
heifers.

(¢) Pasture Work

An intensive pasture program was launched during June.
This time was selected in order %o give farmers all awailable
information possidble prior to fall seeding time with reference
to best practices on limin:, fertilisation, ete. The pasture
program was handled through a series of field meetings (21).
An average of three (3) meetings for each magisterial distriet
in the county. Zach field selected for a meeting was one already
established in a good pasture of ladino cleover and orchasd grass.
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The idea primarily was to show eVery farmer, he too, could have
Just as good a pasture on his own farm and it oould mean an added
income, The County Soil Conservationist worked very olesely

with the agent in selecting the flelds and assisted in conduoting
each meeting. The County Professional Vorikers and local fertiliser
dealers alsc cooperated wholeheartedly with the agent in earrying
out the meetings.

The local Production and Marketing Administration Office had
some $4000,00 %o be given as a granteefeald for farmers in seeding
pastures. This assistance went primarily to farmers who had
at no time before seeded on their farm the popular pesture mixbture
of Ladino Clover and Orchard Grass. It was an induoement so to
spoak to get those farmers with no good pasture to seed at least
one (1) sere this fall to Ladino Clover and Orchard grass. The
Production and Marketing Adninistration office, early in the year,
indicated tiat farmers in the county had requested assistance for
seeding 2100 acres in Ladino Clover pastures. Through the series
of pasture meetings held in June and with the cooperation of the
local Production and Marketing Aduinistration, the over-all pasture
soreage figure in Ladino Clover had inoreased 3000 acres over the
present 6000 acres.

It will be of special interest to note that 500 farmers

attended the twenty-one (21) meetings. This was an average
attendance of twenty (20) farmers at each meeting. The attendance
figure was indeed gratifying since the series of meetings came

et onebf the busiest work seasons for farmers of this area.

A mmber of human interest stories giving the successful
experiences of farmers with Ladino Pastures were ecarried in the
local papers of the ocounty and through several radio pregrams
over a loeal radioc station., These stories were based on experiences
from farmers, who had obtained excellent results with their pastures.

The three (3) pastures set up last year in cooperation with the
Flant Food Institute of North Carolina and Virginia contimues to be
visited by farmers during the year to observe the results of
proper treatment and management. Onme (1) of the meetings in
the series of twenty-ome (21) held in June was eonducted on one
of thess demonstration pastures.

This year two (2) other pasture demonstrations were set wp
with the cooperation of the Flant Food Institute. Ome of the
devongtrations is to be carried as a project by & Dalry 4~ Club
member and the other by a Baby Beef 4=H Club member. Both
demonstrations are situated along heavily travelled roads, with
appropriate signs, directing the neighbors and tourists attention
to the project,
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A survey prior to the series of field pasture meetings was
made to determine as acouratdly as possible the mumber of acres
in the ocouniy now seeded to Ladino Clover pasture. This inform=~
ation was later used in the wvarious pasture meetings. This survey
was sade with the waluable sssistance of looal seed dealers and key
farmers throughout the county. Results of this revealed that
elose to 8,000 acres now supported good stands of Ladino Clover
and Orchard Grass pastures.

(D) sxtension=TVA Farm nit Demonstrations

This county has been carrying on a farm unit demonstration
program in cooperation with T, Ve A. since 1986, eventhough the
oounty itself is far removed from the watershed o the Temmessee
wlley.

No phosphate was allotted the county this year, however, the
county has just been allotted thirty (30) toms of Neta Phosphate
for use on demonstration farms during 1961,

The agent at the present time is engaged in requisitioning this
posphate which will go to fourteen (14) farm unit demonstrators,
These denonstration farms represent a cross seetion of the warious
types of farming conducted in the oounty, namely, dairy, beef
oattle and general farming.

It has been the purpose of these unit farms since the program
was insugurated in 1936, %o use them as examples or as community
demonstrations of what good and sound farm management prastices can
acocomplish over a period of years. These ExtensioneTYA farms have
usually been first to demonstrate the Jatest and best prastices,
such as contour strip eropping, ladino clover pastures, hybrid
oorn, best recommended small grain varieties, proper row layout
and other sound agromomie, soll and water conservation methods.
Three (3) of the twenty-ome (2Z1) pasture meetings held in sarly
sumer were oconducted on pastures located on these demonstration
farns.

(B) Corn Production Program

Although there was no 100 Bushel Corn Contest sonduoted in
the county this year, the so called "corn war" between North Carolina
and Virginia was not forgotten, All the framewrk and working
oomuittees on this particular program had been set up to launch
another contest this year. However, since all Civie Clubs had
been solicited for funds with reference to other drives, the com=
mittee felt that any further programs requiring eivic finaneial
aid as was in this instance, should not be scheduled for the
present time, It was with this thought in mind that no plans were
made further for a 100 Bushel Corn Contest.




Aside from the fact that no contest was participated in,
intervst remained high as each farmer endeavored to boost his
oorn yield higher than the preceding year. Nany farmers
expressed the belief during the your that the county's
average yield of corn per acre would surpass last year's
yield of 40 bushels per acre. A sizeable mmber of farmers
have already harvested their corn orop and have reported yields
of 100 bushels an’ better. Farmers throughout the entire eounty
are gooperating wholeheartedly in bringing the county's average
yield of corn to 456 bushels per acre.

Bvery effort has been made by the agent to keep farmers
reminded that a'vorn war® still exists between North Carclina
and Virginia and to follow every good practice known to boost
production, Getting this information to the farmers has been
agoomplished throuch news items in loeal papers, radie programs
and field meetings. Some of these meetings were conducted on
the four (4) ocorn hybrid demonstrations located within the county.

These meetings also served in giving farmers first=hand
information on corn varieties showing up particularly well in
experiment station [ield tests.

(?) Corn mybrid work

It is estimated that about 76 per cent of the Meoklenburg
corn agreage this year was devoted %o Iybrids. BEmaet figures
&8s %o the percentage of the total corn planted to hybrids are
not yet available, however, the figure of 76 per cent cheoks
veory closely with the estimate of the Federal State Agrioul tural
Statistician.

Corn lybrid demonstrations, cooperation of corn seed dealers,
newspaper articles and radio talks have helped achieve the high
peroentate of hybrid plantings. Seel dealers from time to tine
have beeu furmished all available information as to adapted
hybrids, fertiliger and planting recommendations. These dealers
have cooperated especially in getting this information to their
customers and fellow farmers.

A mmber of farmers in the county are growing lybrid seed
eorn for sale. Various cooperative supply stores within the
oounty secure thelr stoek of ocorn hybrids from these growers.
Representatives of the Virginia Crep Improvement Association
have given willingly of their time in assisting these growers in
gotting the most desirable type of corn hybrid on the market.
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A total of four (4) corn hybrid demonstrations were conducted.
The agent assisted in pgetting these demonstrations looated in
varicus sections of the county and along heavily travelled rvads.
Jeed were supplied by the Virgiania Crop Improvement Assceiation.
A large appropriate sign directed the attention of the farmer
and traveler to the demonstration. &Saaller signs were used %o
identify the different individual hybrids.

(8) Cooperative Wool Pool and Sheep Work

The wool growers, fifteen (15) in mmber, were assisted this
year in marketing 2976 1bs. of wool. This amount of wool
eonstitutes nearly 100 per cent of all the wool produced in the
eounty. Wool was sold this year through the cocoperative woel
pool bringing & total prexdum payment of §1488,10,

As has been the custom for a mumber of years, the pool is
operated by gro bringing their wool to Boydton om a specified
date, at wh is assembled and transported to South Boston,
Virginia. 1 ty um wool is repaciked when deemed necessary,
graded »\.'x_ Loa ight oars. Zach year the agent assists
in all the for ¥4 )»u.a.;-»!:.

The agent's office keeps a supply of wool bags and paper twine
for convenience and distribution to those producers participating

in the pool. Aumually through persomal letters, all growers are
rexinded to treat their sheep of'ten for worms.

ihe agent is assisting two farmers interested in entering the
sheep production field in securing good grade ewes.

(1) Tobacoo Work

Mgreat percentage of the oash income received by farmers in
this county ig derived from the sale of flus-cured tobaceo. In
1950 the allotted screage of flue-cured tobacco was 14,508.8 acres.
This remendous acreage represents about 2758 growers which
necessitates oconsidereble time having to be spent by the writer in
conrection with this phase of farm work.

Mecklenburg County farmers experienced this year one of the
most severe outbreaks of Blackshank disease in tobaseo fields than
at any time ever before. As & result of this serious soll infestation,
the agent made mmerous farm visits to many over sixty (80) farms
to diagnose the disease affecting the orop. Suggestions were
offored in the way of control methods ineluiing orep rotation and
the planting of resistant varieties. A sizeable mumber of disease
spec imenswere forwarded to Sxtension Flant Pathelogist, §. B. Femne,
for verification of the disease.
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Forty (40) farmers were assisted in obtaining disease
resistant seed from out of the county sources. This mmber
already have requested assistant for obtaining seed for 1961,
Doubtless within one month's time the mmber will far exceed
this forty.

A group of farmers having experienced heavy losses from
Blackshank this yoear were scoompanied by the agent on a tour
to the Chatham Experiment Station to observe some of the
resistant varieties being grown and cured there. It was felt
that a trip of this nature would place the individual grower in
a better position to determine which variety was best suited to
his condition.

Granville Wilt (s another disease that seriously damaged
much tobaseo, but not to the extent as did Blackshank, Some
of the same group of farmers who visited Chatham also had the
opportunity to observe wilt resistant wvarieties and will de
able to obtain suitable resistant varieties for the coming
yoar's erop.

The agent was especially pleased as were many flue-cured
tobacco growers %o have oonducted in the eounty this year for
the first tine a tobacoo varietal experiment. This experiment

was set up and conducted on the fam of James 0. Brooks near
South Hill, Virginia. The experiment was carried out in the
sane manner as those tobacoo plots on the Chatham Experiment
Station. Ten (10) different wvarieties of flue-cured tobacco
wore oarried out in this experiment. Haoh of the temn (10)
warieties were placed in four replicates with each variety
being randomnised within each replicate. BEach wariety was kept
separate w on harvested and cured and actual weight data
deternined on each wariety. Ne actual figures are yet available
on this experiment even though it has been marketed. Infommation
on yileld should be tabulated and awailable to farmers in the
eounty by early January, 1961,

The idea behind such an experiment was to have available
for the 2750 growers in the county first~hand information regasfiing
best kmown yleld data, ouring qualities, growth charasteristiocs,
and other items relating to production.

A field meeting was held at this experimental plot during
July when more than fifty (50) farmers attended. It is the plan
to ocontinue this experiment for several mere years, adding
several new varieties to the present ones. It is hoped that
mich worthwhile information can be made available as & result
of this undertaking.
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Two (2) tobucco warietal demonstrations were carried
out .in the county, These included nine of the Sop tobaceco
varieties as recommended by the Chathan Experiment Station
and V., ¥, I, Agronony Departoent, Although no field meetings
were :eold at elther dem ration, they were located on well
travelled roads and com od on in local papers and radie
talks, These deronstrati differed from the experiment
conduoted by Mr. Brooks in that no actual yield data was
obtained but was growm primarily for field observadion.

Better and more economical curing methods were brought
about this year through the removation of a tobaceo barn
located on the farn of Fred W, Willis of Skipwith, Virginia.
This barn was used as a demonstration to prove that proper
ventilation and insulation ean produce better cures at greatly
reduced fuel consumption, thereby reducing the overall cost
invelved in ouring a barn of tobasco, This removated barn
imvolved the instdllation of a ridge ventilator which oan be
cont;olled from the door of the barn, This ventilation alse
imeolved proper alr vents located near the foundation of the barn,
The insulation of this demonstration barn was handled through
the application of alumimm foil %o the gable ends and underneath
the roof sheathing., Although the owner of this barn 4id mot
keep acourste records as to amount of fuel burned and cost, he
did produce exeellent cures ot tobacoo and expressed a desire
%o have the remaining barns renowted as soon as possible,

Assistance in this barn program has been given the agent
by 4. D. Kite, Assoclate Agricultural Engineer and G, R, “athews,
Associate Bxtension Agronomist. As this marrative is being
written, farmers from every section of the eounty are engaged
in installing this ridge type ventilator in their tobasco bams.

™wo hundred seventy-five (275) farmers were directly
assisted in obtaining better tobmoco seed. These included
the varietios Yellow Special, Yellow Special A, Virginia Geld,
N, c. 402, Hicks and a number of Blackshank and Granwille Wilt
resistant varieties.

Iobacoo growdfs obtained better control from blue mold by
using early appliocations on their plant beds of Fermate solution.
This particular subject was stressed in every radio program during
the months of Jamuary, February, March and April. The adequate
supply of plants that all farmers ocould boast could surely be
attributed to the early start in applying and continuing
applications on beds until time for transplanting.




A mmber of fammers in the county are beginning the
practice of having their fields sprayed by airplane for the
oontrol of aphids and tobacco worms.

Some of these same farmmers, before transplanting their
tobaseo in the fields had begun the practice of long and marrow
plant beds. The marrow bed effect relieves trampling by
persons weeding and spraying.

(1) Cotton Work

Although only a small aoreage of land in the ocounty is
devoted to Cotton production, considerable time has been spent
with growers in the selection of better varieties, improved
fertiligation, sultivating and dusting prectioces.

The County Cotton Dmprovement Association held its annual
meeting in January at which time officers were re-elected
for the ensuing year. This program was also dewvoted to dis-
cussions with reference to improved varieties, certified seed
and such, The agent assisted in the meetin; as did J. w. Rogers,
District Agent and W. C, hite, Assistant Extension Agronomist.
The Association continues the practive of planting Coker's 100
Wilt resistant, the variety adapted by growers in their 1949
ancual meeting.

Eany growers in the county had the privilege and opportunity
this yoar of attending the first State wide cotton meeting ever
held in the state. The meeting was held at the Capron State
Fars and was participated in by all of the State's County
Cotton Improvement Assoclations. Information was g ven growers
with regard to the loan progran and other items relating to high
quality cotton production.

Two (2) varie®al desonstrations were conducted this year to
determine yield of two warieties of cotton. Varieties under
observation were Coker's 100 wilt Resistant and Delta Pine.

When this infomation on yields, eta., becomes awvailable, it
will be released to other growers through radico programs, news=
paper articles and meetings of the County Cotton Dmprovement
Association,

Pive (8) farmers are producing certified Coker's 100 Wilt
Resistant seod cotton. The total acreage of the five (5) farmers
amounts %o about thirty-five (35) acres of certified seed. A1l
fields have successfully passed field inspections and in the
event bin inspections are met, a supply of good seed should be
available for local growers.
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Growers have been suprlied from time to time with the
latest i:formation about inseet control through dusting, ete.
This year some few growers purchased mechanical dusters that
could be attached to tractors permitting quicker and easier
dusting,

All cotton glmners in the ocounty were offered assistance
by the Extension Service in an effort %o bring about a better
and olemner job of glmning., J. 0, Oglesbee, Jr., Extension
Cotton Ginniag Specialist of Atlanta, Georgia, was available
for this assistance, however, mo individual gin visits were
made since the glnners felt they would be making no major
adjustments in their gin set=up,

(J) Agricultural BEngineering Work

me of the hi hlights of this phase of the Extension
progran was a farm tour conducted in April to observe some of
the newer type farm struoctures now in use in the counmty, Pour
(4) of the newer type farm structums in use and cbserved én
the tour included a combination hay mad eattle barn, machinery
shed with a farn shop attached to one end of the shed, milking
parlor and a renovated tobaceo barn. The tobaceo barn was
covered rather lengthy in this narrative under tobacoo work,
This was the first such tours of this type ever held in the
county. The thirty-five (35) farmers and professional
agricul tural workers attending, were supplied with specifications
of ench type of farn structwrevisited on the tour. 6. D. Kite,
Agsoclate Extension Agricultural Bngineer and G. R, Mathews,
Associate Extension Agronomist, assisted tho agent in eonducting
the farm buildings tour.

The agent has received mmerous requests during the past
year for assistance in famm building construction. As many as
five (5) families have been supplied with residemtial plans,
Brooder house, cattle barn, loading chute, hay sheds and other
plans have been supplied fifty (50) or more farmers.

\lthough the practice of orop irrigation is still a
practice that is yet %o be adapted by farmers, a one day portable
irrigation demonstration was staged this year on a farm near
Chase City., This desonstration was staged on a Ladino Clover
pasture and was econducted through the ooordinated efforts of
J. A, Waller, Jr., Associate Extension Agricul tural Bngineer, and
& large fertiliser company of North Carolina. The demonstration
was well attended by farmers and professional agricultural workers
from this and surrcunding eounties.




(x) Porestry work

Approximately one~half of the land area of the county
harbors woodland or forests with loblolly and short leaf pine
predosdnating, Bven with this tremendous acreage in woodland,
farmers seem %o find 1ittle time to devote to this orop. The
agent has constantly reminded farmers through radio and local
papers the importance of reforestation.

Two (2) forestry demonstrations werc onducted in Pebruary
of this year. One (1) was held in the eastern end of the
county and the other in the western end, This was done in order
to afford all interested farmers an opportunity to attend
without hawing such a long distance inwolved in travel, Both
derongtrations were well attended. C. 5, Gill, Associate
Extension Porester, was present and gave farmers attending
timely information on tree thimning, pine stand improvement,
poisoning nuisance hardwoods and advice on post treating.

In view of the extreme shortage of good cedar posts on many
of the farms in the sovmty, many farmers are beginning the
practioce of treating pine posts chemieally. In this comneetion,
& one=day post-treating demonstration was held for farmers
wmnting to get the latest information with regard %o chemical
post treatuent, Several hundred post were treated with
pentachlorphencl, & chemiocal recently daveloped for preserving
wood., Approximately 100 farmers saw this demonstration which
was conducted by the agent with the assistance of C, E, 6ill.

Sixteen thousand (16,000) loblelly pine seedli: wero
transplanted in the Spring by a total of mnru)

4= Club members. These seedlings were furnished at mo cost
to the olud members by the Charlottesville Nursery, through
the cooperation of the V, P. 1. Forestry Departaent,

(L) Small Grain Work

The agent has assisted seventy=five (75) or more farmers
in securing good seed from a mumber of sources. A mmber of
these farmers were members of the Virginia Crop Improvement
Association and were assisted a mmerous times with reference
tc the warious inspeetions.

Five (5) farmors have recently seeded wheat of the Atlas
variety and will attempt to grow f)xil wheat for certification.




ne (1) farmer grew two acres (2.0) of Atlas 66 ‘heat
for eertification, but was unable %o harvest this wheat due
to a severe wind storm damage.

All seed dealers in the county were supplied a large
poster on which were listed all recommended small grain
varieties for the Southern Plednont Region of Virginia,

(M) Rural Telephone Program

An alleout effort to imsugurate a Rural Telephone
Cooperative permitting rural people to seoure telephone service
was launched this Pall. At least seven (7) public meetings
were held in this comnection with attendance at each meeting
ranging from 75 people upward. A temporary board of directors
was elected very early in the series of meetings and this
board has since been engaged in solieiting the rural seetions
of the county for membership in the proposed telephone
cooperative.

Since the start of the proposed ooo?orttin, the Semporary
board of directors have met: with two (2) private telephone
companies now serving this county and requested service on an
area coverage basis. The ocompanies, however, refused this
request giving as their reason, a shortage of funds. The
ehairman of the temporary board is now applying to the State
Corporation Commission in Riclmond for a Charter with whigh
to proceed with the actual formation of the telephone o
erative, The Charter has been assured and with it this
gooperative will be in a position to apply %o R. B, A, in
Waghington for funds necessary to set up the telephone
oooperative.,

Over three hundred (300) individual applications have
been received thus far from rural families in the eounty.

In the event the name is scoceptable to the State Corporation
Comuission, the Cooperative will be lknown as "the Bugg's
Island Telephone Cooperative."

(N) Miscellaneous Activities.

In this section will be mentioned some of the aotivities
that required a past of the agent's time during the year that have
not been mentioned elsewhere in this narrative. The following
are some of those jobs that deserve some mentions

(1) Conducted a onme=day school of instruction for all
oounty agricul tural professional workers and key farmers with
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reference to soll types, land capabilitiecs, ete. A famm tour
was made %o observe some of the major seil types found in the
county. At each stop of the tour, a discussion was given as
%o the capability regarding each soil type. At the comclusion
of the tour, a farm was visited showing the proper soil
conservation practices that were being earried out agcording
to the various soil types. Approximately thirty-five (35) key
farmers and agricultural workers accompanied the agent on
this tour.

(2) Assisted in the reorganisation of the Professional
Workers Couneil and the U. 5. D. A. Couneil,

(3) Assisted a sizeable muber of farmers having to
relocate due to the faet thwir farms were being taken by
the Bugg's Island Dam Project,

(4) Served on the Calwmoade of Conservation Committee
during the year.

(6) Acoompanied a group of twenty-five (25) farmers and
professional workers b w Charlotte County Experiment
Station, A similar musbe re alsc scoompanied to the
Chathan Experiment Station for a tour of one day.

(8) Appointed a member on the County Forestry Commdittee
of the Virginia Forests' Ine.

(7) Attended a one week Forestry Short Course at the
Prince Bdward Forest, Oreen Bay, Virginia.

(8) T™he County Extension Agent has served during the
your as Seeretary of the County Board of Agriculture,
Secretary of the County U, 8. D. A. Counoil, Chairman of the
Professional Workers Group, Seoretary of the leonl Dairy Herd
Laprovement Assoclation and Chairman of the County Veterans
Training Advisory Committee.

(9) Sedl samples have been taken and sent to the
Agronowy Departoent at V. P, 1, for anmalysis for 175 farmers.

(10) Bulletin rack in front of office kept supplied with
up=~toedate ,current,timely bulletins and other printed matter
or pamphlets of interest to farmers.
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(11) Bditors of the local couniy papers have gooperated
with the agent in getting before the reading public, all
matter pertaining to the Zxtension Service and its work for
the betterment of agriculture., Thenever time permitted,
the agent has attempted %o get in a weekly colum of timely
items of interest to rural people.

(12) Seventeen (17) radio talks were prepared and made
over Radio Station, WSVS, Crewe, Virginia.

(13) Attended with a mmber of famm people from the eounty
the anmnual Institute of Rural Affairs at Blacksburg,

(14) Considerable time was spent in working with the
Meaklenburg County Fair Camdttee in preparing for and
conducting the 39th Ammal Fair held in October at Chase
City, Virginia.

(158) All farm operators in the county were sent letters
regarding the importance of purchasing United States Saving
Bonds., One radio program was devoted to the importance of
this progran,

(18) Assisted with judging the Warren County, North
Carolina, Pair exhibits. The agent also assisted in judging
the Lunenburg County, Virginia, achievement day exhibits,

4=5 Clud Work

General

In Mecklemburg County, this year, there were fifteen
(18) organized 4= Clubs. There were 173 boys emrolled in
these clubs. A total of 189 projects were carried, being
divided as follows; Corn 23; tobacco 13; wheat 1) garden 27)
baby beef 14) hay 3; dairy celf and @airy heifer 29 cow and
ealf 8 breeding pig 73 sow and litter 93 market pigs 27)
poultry 13; forestry 14 and sheep 1s Our of this group of
projects a total of 126 were completed. These completed
projects represented a total profit of §135,613.681. A total
of $505.45 was won in prises by the members who campleted their
projects. This figure does not include prises won by those
members not completing their work,
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Cludb members participated widely in the county ocontests.
The contests with the mumber of club members competing are as
follows: jJoat animal 15; field ereps 9; dairy production 203
garden 3; safety 1j home grounds improvement 1 and leadership
45,

All olubs met on a momthly basis. With the exseption of
olub, all meotings were held during school hours. They were
organiged according to age groups and joint meetings of both
the boys and girls were held before each meeting. The groups
then separated for project wofk,

Aotivities

The Qoun'y 4=il Council, composed of eighty-five (85)
members not inoluding leaders, held two (2) meetings during
the year., Ome (1) meeting was held in the eariy Spring and
one (1) in the early Fall., Both meetings were ealled to make
plang for those activities scheduled for the year. Arrange~
ments were made at these meetings for the anmmual pienie, Junior
Ouernsey show, oamp, club programs, Achievement lay and other
items relating to 4=H Clud work in general.

As was nentioned to some extent under the Dairy Work, one of
the most ocutstanding 4=i Club events of the year was the
Mecklenburg County Junior Guernsey Show, Forty-three (43)
4=l members showed a total of forty-three (43) purebred and
grade Guernseys with a majority of those shown being purebred.
F. F. A. boys were alsc invited to exhibit their animals, A
total of fiwve (5) F. F. A. boys entered their animals. Those
4~ and F, 7. A, exhibitors won a total of §233,00 in priszes
which were donated by looal business people. Noney prises,
including show halters, were alsc swarded to wimners in the
Fitting and Showmanship contest, Five hundred (500) people
attended this event which was held in comnection with the
Mecklenburg County Ouernsey Field Dmy.

The baby beef project covered rather lengtiy in this
narrative under beef cattle work, continues to gather interest
by more 4=l Club boys in the county than ever before. All boys
in the project have outstanding heifers which they plan to breed
%o outstanding sires with the idea of starting their individual
beef herds.

The Sears Foundation Endless Chain Pig Contest was eontimued
this year in a new community, Clarksville. These pigs have
recently been judged. Richard lobgood took first place and
will be awarded $60 which he plans to use toward the purchase
of some purebred livestock., BSecond placse was won by Gray Walker
and third by B. C. Owen, Jr., who will receive §25 and §15,
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respectively %o be used for the purchase of livestock or feed
or in the purchase of bahy chicks. Dalton Adoock won fourth
place and will receive §5 in cash for his sccomplishment, 1t
is the usual practice %o have five gilts in the project, however,
A fifth eould not be loocated tiis year, thus the reason for four,

A successful coun'y picnic was held at Pine Lake in the
swmer and was attended by over 100 parents and members.

Several club menbers attended the Conservation Camp held
at Holiday Lake in Appomattox County. The Club members attending
reported an exsellent week of fun, fellowship and instruction.

The polio epidemic to some extent curtailed the mmber of
olub members attending Camp Farrer, Virginia Beash, this summer.
Bven so, seven boys did find 1t possible %o attend,

4~ Club boys exhibited forty (40) individual exhibits
at the County Fair this year. These ehibits were assembled in
& 4= Club booth which was decorated in green, one of the 4=
Club cclers. A total of $85.,00 was won by the boys on their
exhibits.

James H. Brown, Jr,, attended the amnual 4~H Short Course
at Blacksburg and was initiated a 41 Club All Star, James
has done outstanding elub work as present president of the 4-il
Clud Counoil, He recently entered Ferrum Junior College,
Ferrum, Virginia.

The Achicvement Pay will be held in early December and will
v held in comection with the “ome Demonstration Achievement
Dy rrogra, An excellent program is being plamed at which
th.  »" .. members will be presented medals in the warious 4=i

It will be of interest to note that Mason Hutcheson, an
outstanding member he Boydton Semier 4~f Club, has twiee
entered and won Grand Championship Honors in the Meoklemburg
County Guernsey Field Day. His dairy cow was Maxim Star
Tramnia. In the recently held Meeklenburg County Fair, Mason
again entered his prise cow in open ocompetition with local
dairymen in the county and won Grand Championship honors.

Local leaders have been of invaluable assistance, especially
with work in the warious field days. Some Clubs have astive
local leaders. The agent, at present, is attempting to secure
leaders for the remaining elubs,




lder Youth Clubs

ne youth elub has recently been organized which now brings
the county total %o three (3). These clubs meet monthly, having
& joint progranm snd business meeting followed by a social hour,

During the summer each olub participated in some sotivity
of a local mature that contributed to the betterment of their
oourund ty.

Due to the farm work necessitating long work hours by
some of the members, the attendance at the swuier meetings
was somewhat ssall., The Clubs, however, have remained very
active from the attendance standpoint to now where the three (3)
have a total of about ninety (90) members.

The agent has endeawvored to attend these meetings as of'ten
as possible and to encourage larpger attendance.

Work With other Agrioultural Agencies,

The Extension Personnel in Meoklemburg has always enjoyed
the ovoperation and good will of all other professional workers
in the county.

Doubtless this has been achieved through a sincere desire
on thebart of the professionmal workers to render the greatest
possible serviee to the farm pecple and give all the aid
possible to those with whom they work.

Since most all the offices of other agrioul tural ageneies
are situated near the Extension 0ffice, almost constant contact
is maintained. Professional workers are brought evem eloser
together through meetings of the Professional group and/or U, 3.
De A, Coumeil,

The Extension Agent maintains the policy of forwarding all
copies of all newly released bulletins and other informational
releases %o every other Professional Worker. All Prefessional
Workers, especially the teachers of Veterans on the job training
in agricultural classes, both white and negro, have felt this
service to be most helpful,

Perhaps nowhere in Virginia is there a more cordial relation~
ship between the White Extension Agent and the negro agent than
there is in Mecklenburg., Such a relationship has been most
fruitful in ashieving maximm results with both races. The negro
agent in this county frequently assists the white agent and viee
versa.




pecially is there a close relationship between the Soil
Congervationish and the agunt, who see each other every day.
In the eyes of the public little, if amy, distinction is made
in their work. Requests for assistance and information is
exchanged constantl .

. Adjscent to the Agent's Office is the looal office of
the Production and Marketing Aduinistration. The agent has
endeawvored to keep abreast of all the programs administered

by the P, M, A, in order %o be in position to answer warious
questions that are asked of the agent with reference to this
program, The P. M, A. has cooperated wholeheartedly in bringing
about a better pasture progran in the county and the agent in
turn has aseisted the P. M. A. in getting a wider partioipation
in the warious conservation programs, There is & umanimous
acceptance of tids program.

Other agencies with whom the Extension Agent has worked are
the Forestry Jervice, Department of Vostiomal Agrieulture,
Production Credit Association and Farmer's Home Adninistration,

ther yeans of Reaching People.

The Sounty Board of Agriculture is used by the Extension
persomnel in planning the county extension program, The planned
progran is carried to the commmities by the agriocultural board
meubers from each community. The part of the county program which
they feel applies to their particular commnity is used in
plasning projects and demonstrations.

Individual community meetings are held at which time definite
goals are set up. Arrangements are made for various demonstrations.

Throughout the year the agent has been appearing on the
fifteen (15) mimute Agricultural Extension Service Program over
WSVE, Crewe, Virginia. The Home Agents and County Agrioul tural
Agents present a progran each week alternmating the weeks. Some~
times interviewed on those programs are puests ineluding 4~
Club mesmsbers.

Three local papers are published weekly in the county. One
or more of these papers go into nearly every rural home in
the county. At every oppertunity the agent writes an agri~
eultural coluwm for each paper wilich carries timely informmtion
and suggestions, notices of meetings, reports of demonstrations,
and similar items, In addition to the information written by the
Extension persomnel, the local editors are most gcoperative in
earrying news articles written by the State Extension Editorial
of'f'ice.
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Special meetings and field meetings are widely used for
the dissenination of information. Such meetings were desoribed
under the heading of Project Activities.

Bvaluation of Year's Work

To bring the Bxtension progras to approximately 5200
farm fanilies is no small undertaking, especially in view of the
faet that only two men agents are working %o accomplish this geal.

Surely it would be untrue %c say the agent has influenced
this great mmber. It is felt, however, that in one way or
another 2660 of these families have been influenced Wy the
Extension program. No doubt many families have been influenced
by the Extension progran without being mwmre of it., This has been
particularly true through the influence manifested through field
and farm unit demonstrations. Other farmers have been influenced
by persomal comtacts, personmal farn visits, meetings, radio
programs and press. Additional farmors have been influenced
by the Extension Program by comsunity commdtteemen and members
of the warious agricul tural agencies.

¥o means has ever been devised for acourately ewaluating
the work of County Extension Agents in terms of dollars and
oents.

Ferhaps in all sincerety the agent has given more of his
time in encouraging and attempting to influence farmers
eliminate the system of one erop farming and enter the
diversified field. This subject has been dealt with many
times by the county board in planning a leong time program,

At present this program deals with a more diversified system of
farning, injecting into the farm program more beef cattle,
diiry oattle, better pastures, better forests and soil
managenent with fewer row orops. It can be definitely stated
that the trend in this county is gradually moving in the
direction of this long time program.

Without a doubt the greatest achievement this year has
been the suoccess in selling loeal farmers on the walue of good
pastures through proper preparation, inoluding liberal liming
and fertilizing. Just a few years age farmers considered any
field with a fence around it a pasture. In many instances these
fields called pastures contained broom sedge and sorub pine,
During the last two (2) to three (3) years, through the efforts
of the agent and local leaders, farmers are considering one
acre of pasture (Ladino elovere-orchard grass) the most waluable
land on the farm. The pasture acreage figure has doudbled what
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it originally was two years ago. Farmers, who three years
ago, oongidered two hundred pounds of fertiliser on a pasture
as & lideral application, now use a minimumof eight hundred
pounds on the same pasture, coupled with heavy applications
of ground limestone.

Both far: and business people have acoepted the Extension
Pro-ran wholeheartedly. The cooperation of looal leaders and
others in all programs atbtempted by the Extension personnel
has been most gratifying.
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