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A simple element that is re-
peated in a thoughtful, organized
manner, can generate a whole that
is greater than the sum of the indi-
vidual elements. Conversely, a
large ungainly project can be gen-7 erated outofthe repetition of smaller
more manageable parts. This prin-'34 module is not the repetition ofa motif but the expression of an Architectural principle" L. Kahn ciple is €XpIOl’@d in this thssis on alxxdlt ton G ot SoG|GS front town blooko torT
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INTFIODUCTION
The town of Blacksburg, Virginia was

originally organized as a square of sixteen
blocks Ioosely bounded by streams and
springs. The town has long outgrown
these original blocks and it has gone
through many phases of growth. The
heart of downtown Blacksburg has, how-
ever, shifted only slightly from the original

_»jjIl? I blocks, due mainly to the presence of the
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TOWN
Blacksburg is a typical small town. Its

blocks are a collection of once tightly
packed individual structures, whose for-
mal facades line the streets. Gaps in the
facades form alleys which allow pedestri-
ans to move to the less formal back courts.
Unfortunately both the alleys and
backcourts are generally leftover spaces

A A_AA_A which have not been developed as as-
sets.

A well defined alley system gives pe-
I destrians a quieter alternative to l\/lain
I l Street. Filling in between thefragments in
l Ü nä Ä the facades can create defined InteriorGEZ!

Ü r courts which then can be used for outdoor
cafes,quietresidentialentries and offstreet

Ü I:] public gathering. The graphic to the left
E]

Ü
presents suchapossiblefutureforthefour

I é' blocks that form the heart of downtown
Blacksburg.

Theproposed artscomplexisdesigned
to reinforce this model. It defines alleysÖ and considers the enclosed, informal

Ä Ü Courtyard through its construction.
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SITE
The arts center is located on the bot-

tom right of the four main downtown
blocks. It includes a small theater as well
as studio spaces for local artisans and
craftsmen to work, instruct and sell.

This large complex works within the
scale of the town because it is created
through the repetition of smaller individual
units. The basic unit is a 20 by 40 foot two
story bay which on its own operates as a

E E Ü
single studio. Ten of these bays stacked

[U togetherwith wallsremoved makeaspacefor a 500 seat theater. Placed side by side
I3 they create a rhythmic street facade. A

gap in the rhythm creates an alley allowing
i passage to the less formal world behind

I the facades. Omitting two bays on thel II corner leaves room foraspecial place, as
I II the main entrance or', iustaplacetoretreat

and watch the street scene. Turning the
corner with other bays closes the block, generating a formal front and an innerI l court with a life of its own.
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NORTHEAST ELEVATION
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Though part of a greater whole, each
bay is still autonomous. It can be a space
tor three or four artisans to work and hold
workshops. VIS SIDGCGS VGVIQG VVOTTI GT]
open two story workshop to a small office
and allow for a variety of activities. The
bay can be customized for changing needs

V Üwithoutdestroying the Integrity of the com-
3plex.Light, heat and ventilation can all be
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