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Open Educational Resources (OER) are freely and 
publicly available teaching, learning, and research 
resources that reside in the public domain or 
have been released under an intellectual 
property license that permits their free use and 
re-purposing by others. 

      -Adapted from the Hewlett Foundation

Screenshot from “A Review of the Effectiveness & Perceptions of Open Educational Resources As Compared to Textbooks” https://youtu.be/SX0K0hb_xKE © Open Education Research Group. CC BY 4.0

https://youtu.be/SX0K0hb_xKE
https://www.youtube.com/t/creative_commons


➔ full courses, 
➔ course materials, 
➔ modules, 
➔ textbooks, 
➔ streaming videos, 
➔ tests, 
➔ software, and 
➔ any other tools, materials, 

or techniques used to 
support access to 
knowledge.
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https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/index.html

$5 Million / year

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/index.html


http://vivalib.org/courseredesign

http://vivalib.org/courseredesign
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Virtual Reality Dog

https://guides.lib.vt.edu/vetmed/vranatomy

https://guides.lib.vt.edu/vetmed/vranatomy


http://doi.org/10.7294/W4M61HDZ 
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https://ticas.org/posd/map-state-data# & State Council of Higher Education Virginia
Federal Reserve http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/Current

Virginia Tech = $29,608
($18,840 in 2005)

https://ticas.org/posd/map-state-data#
http://research.schev.edu/iprofile.asp?UID=233921
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/Current/


© Mark Perry, AEI. Reproduced with permission. 
https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/chart-of-the-day-century-price-changes-1997-to-2017/

College Textbooks

https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/chart-of-the-day-century-price-changes-1997-to-2017/


 What are the academic impacts of learning material costs?
Q:   In the course of your college career has the cost of textbooks caused you to:

Florida 
(2012)

Florida 
(2016)

 VT
(2016)

63.6% 66.6% 73.8% Not purchase the required textbook

49.1% 47.6% 25.0% Take fewer courses

34.0% 37.6% 34.3% Earn a poor grade because I could not 
afford to buy the book

45.1% 45.5% 24.8% Not register for a specific course

26.7% 26.1% 19.7% Drop a course

20.6% 20.7% 8.6% Withdraw from a course

17.0% 19.8% 7.5% Fail a course because I could not afford to 
buy the textbook

© Anita Walz, 2017  | This presentation is licensed CC BY (Creative Commons Attribution Only 4.0) 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Q: Have you ever decided against buying a textbook because it was too 
expensive?

VT Study: With 95% confidence, I estimate that between .0732 (73.2%) and .828 
(82.8%) of all surveyed students decided against buying a textbook because it was 
too expensive.

National-level study: By contrast, in the national-level study, given a larger sample, 
"with 95% confidence, they estimate that between .628 (62.8%) and .672 (67.2%) 
of all surveyed students decided against buying a textbook because it was too 
expensive.“

U.S. PIRG’s (2014) “Fixing the Broken Textbook Market”
http://www.uspirg.org/sites/pirg/files/reports/NATIONAL%20Fixing%20Broken%20Textbooks%20Report1.pdf 

National (2014) N=2,039 .628-.672

Virginia Tech (2016) N=289 .732-.828
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