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James P. Allan was born on March 22, 1973, in Glasgow, Scotland, and grew up in
Cumbernauld. He received his secondary education from Greenfaulds High School in
Cumbernauld. He began his studies at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow in September
1990, and in July 1994 he gained a B.A. (Honours) in Politics. He also spent a year of his
undergraduate studies on an exchange program at the University of Iowa in Iowa City in 1992-3.
In August 1995 he began studying at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University for an
M.A. in Political Science, and completed the requirements for the degree in May 1997.


