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Goals

A. The Corn-Hog Program:

‘Hold educational meet to sogquaint
Morl with terms of 1935 contruet.

Give terms of contract wbncity in
: 1&0&1 newspeper,

B. MNarketing:

1 Reorganize Giles County Shipping Assn.
: '@utontup'nuatoauum-

ounty Agent to serve as assoeisation

M in marke stables 2nd
in conformity with West Virginis
mn 2elling in that state.

‘Provide » bulletin bosrd in agents office
1isting agrioultural commodities tor sale
and exchange.

C. Livestock:

1, Plase the following purebred sires aaorig
v farmers. 6 dulls, 8 rams, 4 doars,

‘. Continue progrem eliminating disease
among osattle by veccination prevention.

-

g 'l.COntimu progran eliminating uaoauu
, mng other liveatock.

.

Achievements

1 generz] meeting held.

I article published.

Orgunisstion formed.

AZl azplications wmere filled
ous 4t gounty agents office. A

Under direotion of county
Ggent the program econformed -
to «ll sdministretive rulings.. °

.:.‘

This was done.

$ion was managed
um |

411 elerks of counties in W.

statement from county
eertli the seller 1‘ 4
& bomifide es farmer. -
200 mmt umtiod.

Bulletin board furnished.
Parmers used it grcﬁubly in
selling livestoe seeds, etc.

The fellowing replacements
mades 11 dulls, 9 rems and
2 boars.

14186 calves were immunized dy
vaceinating against blackleg,
54 ecalves for hemorrhagio
septicemisa.

520 hogs received single serum
trectuent for cholersa and 60 .
sheep againat bheéemorrhasioc septs




‘ K -s:tn menagement of
; L and oastrating lambds,
selling

2 nt of stomsoh worms, and
bs esooperatively on a graded bdasis.

B mttm progrem for ersdicating worms
’m veternary service when time
* parmits and circumstances Justify it.

: l eampuign to induce farmers
*’ ‘Horé legumes for tud and
{sprovement.

production of good seeds: 6 farmers
wing seed corn

‘farmers seed oats,
‘ pt‘ﬁu. :

and 3 farmers.

ation mt-, tmmm

[ “,

‘Purnish timely information a8 regards
. ting, eultivation, harvesting and
ase and ingect pests that affect

erops.,

D. Ferm Crops:

5 farmers seed wheat,

115 farsis used oxtcnion motin
methods. g

Work of this nature praecticed only
when veternarian not availadle and
the farmer not able to pay a g
veternary fee. y

4 farmers growing alfelfs, 20
farmers growing red olmr. and
96 farms sowing lespedezafor
pasturage.

< B t;mrl produsing seed corn, -

8 farmers growing wheat for
seed, 3 farmers seed oats, and

2 fermers seed potatoes. v

2 method demonstrations maung
potatoes. slide )lonrc it
showing disiease of corn and C
other erops, and 30 farmers
treating wheat for smut.

Gave out 45 bulletins. Made 22
farm visiss, had 76 office cslls
and disoussed disease of furm
crops at two meetings.

E. Hortioulture:

10 Send out spray ocard service to all
fruit growers in county.

‘. Hold grading snd packing demonstration
L~ for apple growers.

i. Give § pruning demonstrations.

Spray ocard service to 63 farmers.
Seven different sprays sent out,

Placed in the

No meeting held.
the

hands of all orchardists,

;state rules on grading and packing

6 method demonstrations given.
2 apple, 1 pear, 1 pesch, and
2 grepe.
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 Aohievements

Furnish informetion nuuvo to tw0 growess -bo‘t \
tion, nurse “-:’hu-men, three about
end other blems nurse mpl. one about eultivas
the grower when oalled tion, 7 adbout rhodent eontrol,
and two dbout bridge grafting.

F. Poultry: ;
G&n“‘lo mlulg denons tra tion. 38 oulling demonstrations given.

farm floeks by introducing Furnished 4 farmers with names of
new b ood, and Duying standard bred reliable breeders and 16 farmers
ehieks from reliable breeders and advised to buy from acfredited 1
hatcheries. : hatcheries.

Remodeling old pouluy houses ‘Pwo laying houau r.-ouloa..
where préstical

Q. Recommend to all producers u.rouin( Advised two farmers sbout the
roduatfion to do 80 on & sound business dangers of %90 many chiskens -
g‘ll.. 5 improperly housed and managed.

’#q Help the poultrymen coubat diseases ZTreated 9 flocks schickeas for
" by striet ssnitation and with other worms, 72 turkey flocks, apd
tried preetioces, : cu-:;o;o( sanitany conutionl

.ﬂ arms,

R

.. ru-u«ru:

~kv01utmho ,p _m__aona;u.msv«n-ug
. of their famm buuntn um. uutunt signers keeping noomo

Was not attempted becnuse of
farmers $oo busy and agent not
having time $o work it up,

st Bl.okaburg.

Prouoh in cooperation with the Giles Could not get the cooperation
County Chamber of Comnerce & Folk of the Nt? lake Hotel
‘Music Festival to be held at Xt. Lake.Corporation.

Maintain interest in Red Cross . Served as chairmen of Red Cross
end relief work. Chapter, and also a member of
¥ : the Rurel Hehabilitation Com.

Cooperate with the subsistance Furnished garden plans to the

garden program to be earried out director, Za& each family

in the county. receiving seed, and gave advioce
on disease and inseect control
when called upon.
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As the Giles conty Mbor of Commeree coordinates
all bdusiness sotivities into 485 sounty-wide progrem, the agricultursl
Snau must necessarily decome & part of the work of the Chamber of
‘Commeree, and the progress of the mm- to be reported at any v
meeting when called upon. ";rnt kept records up to :
date and ready to give & report d the at any meeting. The progranm
was nade with a view of reporting the progress 8 the prograa from

tine to time that business man &8 well as farmers might know and
u:::rlunl what the sgrisultural program means $o the county as o
whole.

It being agreed and passed upon by tle agricul tural
oommittee, the program was made out to fit the needs of Ciles county
agrioulture. The sommittee knew the work of past years, and the
vyalue of sueh work, and wished & continuance of the program that had
. proved satisfastory in the past. Therefore, much of last years
progréam was written in the program for 1935.  The committee also
anticipated sueh service as would de satisfaetory in generel to the
farmers, and was aware of the individusl service the county agent
would be called upon to render, and includef vete service in §
the program because there is not - uoonul verte an in the oounty.

Another faetor e-ll“u'td. is the fuet txn.t Giles

tumors have long since accepted the Agricultural Experiment Station
reports and findings better and =a Or in every way to those that
might de cairied on on the farms as vlluu demonstrations, because
trained men cofidust the experiments, and interpret them much more &
cmmlr than hou}g: arrived w mmu uu hst

by those who I-
‘ nuu for mmw and uu txou.
: s farmer or telling him the dest ‘ﬂh‘ ﬂu of %
oucturtumhh and sgricul fural ‘iabnonu
!uu'mm;p former waits on a result demonstration. The
nt county t is the interpreter of sagricultural facts in
iles county, is also the farmers representative of the state
Sgricultural college, and the extension serviee is fully acpreciated
ly the most progressive farmers and on the whole the great majority
of famers are in favor of extension work.

The% the department of agriculture at Washington was
asking fermers tc control produetion, the Giles progran makers took
account of - this, and diverted some of the time the sgent had spent
on production in the past to guality production and marketing. The
farmers feel that the extension division sbould guide them in their
narketing prodlems as well as in Sheir production problems. The
agent gave more time to marketing livestock A poultry produce, Pruits
and vegetables than any program has ever offered in the county, and
the results were satisfaotory in every way. Our farmers believe that .
the wise planning, the intelligent and henest leadership, and the
dissenination of timely economie information by the extension division
is responsible for improved conditions in agriecul ture.

L]
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The 1936 comn-hog sontruot was so utt‘h dirferent
1934 eontraet that only one genersl meeting was held to
lnu.t: terns of the new Ontnot. A8 the famers, sad more
1:. th ooatmt signers were thoroughly faziliar with
he old oontract Lm meeting was necessary. At this generdal
meeting the farmers let 4t be known that they didn't mant to de
bothered as much in correoting mistakes as they had deen the year
before, so it was agreed that all famers must come %0 the county
agent's office o fill out their spplications. This agreemént m
not affect other work of the t in the least, as the agent's '
stenagrapher sceepted all spplications when she checked them to
find out if they were properly filled out and avoided the possi-
bility of little mistakes before the spplicant left the office. o
This made the prégram more pleasant to work with the farmers than 4
was the case the year bdefore. lany farmers said they would rather
spend & day or more at the start to get all She papors used. in nd
eonnection with their contraets properly executed than to have 4
to come back $o the office and correct a mistake they were gertain
to make when filling out the applio&tion alone or with the help
of & ocoumitteeman.

Altho, there were only 67 contrects compared to 96
in 1934, the program was given plenty of publieity, dut no one
was begged to 8ign a contreect. The agent published several
released from Blagksdurg &8 well as one condensed article preparol
to ocover the terms of the oongract and eligidility of furmers. .
The dailies also carried column after column coneerning the prograd
The signers told their neighbors sbout 4%, IThe agent sent out -
& eiroular letter conhin&ng the aigh pointa of the eontruot to
&11 sligible farmers. :

Most of «th lup nrodu«ra signed the 1986 oontr-.ot"-:
The smsll produgers, those who received sueh smcll paymgnts aid -
nmot think it wosth their while $o .sign up for this year, whieh - &
socounts for the deersase from last year, Following is a SUImArY ey
of 'the corn-bog rogram in Giles county. ;
Nunber of corn-hog contruets in force = Vi
Corn asores re@ucol <= —srercsrcconcenesnrenrecsndcnmeeen~ne 385
Hogs redueed --<~e~ccmcseccrccnccccann g 82
- Benefit puyments ree€ived and to be regeived <e~vews- $5,586.25
Adninistrative oost (estimated) ~---vv-- mmemeeccenn - 328,00
Cost per contrigt ~eewcerecccaccccnccccana e —————— ————— 4.68

30 lh.rhtigg:

The sgent rendered some valuable z=id to thé farmers
in helping them market their livestock ooopcrutivel Zvery :
farmer in the gounty benefitted by this program. ne agent served
a8 manager of the cooperative and kept the farmers informed as to
prices the members received for each shipment of livestock. This
made the locul stoecky:irds and individual speculators pay higher
than the would have paid for the livestoek they handled. Non~

members selli independently 4id not receive a6 mucih for their
lanbs and woo?eas -ag.paid tg members o? % € coo;er;five.

¢
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. Giles county has always had its share of speculatirs or
A ~4ndividual buyers and shippers of livestoek. These men in the past
[ have tried to bdreak up cooperative shipping by meeting cooperutive
1008 and on several coeasions have purchased livestook from leading
xrun at a higher ngu than they could realize by lhipfin
tively. The motive dehind such sation was to make leading
ers dissatisfied. And as cooperative marketing has bdeen sarried .
on in the gounty for several years, the speoculators are about recon-
eiled to the fauct that cooperative marketing is here $o stay, and this
year changed their poliey and 4id not try to meet cooperative prices.
Farmers who s¢ld thru the sssociation averaged about 50 cents per lambd
above prices peid dy the speculators. During the past yeur our
sssoeiation handled about 75% of the wool clip and 25% of the lambds
and eattle. On wool the assosiation increscsed its volume over last
year 74%; On lanmbs 20%, and on cattle 10%.

This increase was due to the reorganization of the Shipping
Association and the serviees rendered. Serving as manager, the county
ageént with She assistance of the Agricultural High School Instrustors
kve the fammers sérvieces they had never received before in any of
heir murketing assooiations. The president being a large producer of
livestock and having eight leading aetive farmers as directors and all
officers and managers serving without pay reduced the marketing cost
to & minimum. The association made only such oharges as was actually
.. necepspry to defray $he expense connected with marketing livestock,
A singing fund of S5¢ per 100 1bs. on lanbs and calves was made. Yor
bandling wool 15¢;pep 100 1bs, and & flat charge of $6.00 per earload -
on cattle, MNr. L. Fletcher, -Branch Eanager of the Eastern Live-
Stock Cooperative Marketing Association was present at our gemeral
eounty livestook meeting held last March and said that our plan for
_ marketing livestoek cooperatively was the best he had known in any
« Part of the sountry for a county unit organization. Several ﬁopiu
- ,of the plan were made and sent out te farmers. Mor. Kennith ILitton,
ekvension animal husbandrymsn liked the plan so well that he had
- Other county unit organizations in the state to adopt plans similar
%0 the Giles plan, ; , :

- et - Giles being & fesder cattle county and the demand for

- feeders being strong, it was the poliey of our organization to have .
“the fTermers list their cattle with the county agent and then the
agent to get in touch with farmers in sdjoining ecounties mho wished
$0 buy feeder cattle and affeect & sale. All cattle 1isted in the
agents office were sold At adtgsfsctory prices for the farmers. This
method of marketing our cattle gave us & more satisfactory msIXet than
shipping to one of the terminal markets becsuse & farmer knew exactly
what he wis getting for his cattle when they werd weighed up, and the
price received was about 60¢ per 100 above the prices pald on Zastern
markets for same grade of cattle. 315 head of feeder cattle were sold
to farmers in adjoining counties. One fammer alone bought 95 hesd.
Giles farmers felt that anyone buying cattle thru their county agent
wes willing to pay 4 fair market value for cattle, _

Both wool and lambs were 5014 on & graded basis. Selling
by grade is the most sstisfictory way of selling livestoock where a
number of farmers make up the shipment. The state division of merkets
established market grades for Virgiaise lambs. Our lambs were sold
,under the following gradess Blue eircles on top of head for cholce
lapbs, red circles on top of head for good lambs, no mark for mediums,
. and ownership number mark on dack for common and oculls. VWith shis

/
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:nﬂ‘ esoch and every farmer making u :
’un:&r.znnaw. and the farmer
lambs recelved & th’xuu than m.
good and medium lambs. A few complai re made,
t their lambds should have graded s 1ittle higher
: o which they received. As the laabs are. by & teohnieal |
gredeg furnished by the state diwision of $3 the agent sdvises
all farmers who have a complaint of this nature to meke a mild o
protest at the time and the greader usually makes the faurmer satis-
fied before he leaves the soales.

There are advantages to selling graded lambs.

Lambs marketed cooperatively are never shipped until they are

ready to be marketed - that 1s lambs weighing less than 75 lbs,

are kept baeck for later shipments. This gives the farmer more
pounds of lamd mesat in his shipmens. 4is the price of lambs hold
about steady over the sSeason the average lamd will put on about

156 1bs. in 30 days whibh 8 an inoresse of adout $1.00 per

head on his lamb cheok retums. One farmer had 10 lambs to be
shipped in August. The weight average was 70 1bs. He was advised
to hold the lambs until a later shipment. The lambs wers weaned,
turned on a olean bluegress sod and fed grain for about 30 days.

The price of lambs had advanced about J1.50 per 100 1bs.  The lambds
weighed an average of 69 1bs, when shipped.. Twelve graded dlue ;
irole, two red cirele, and one medium. It paid this farmer abodt -
;l.lo per head Tor keeping shdose lamds 30 days &t a very little
expense, Another feature of lamd ng that is considered is

the educational side. The agent s¢es every flosk when the lambs

are taken up. If lambs are poor and thin, the agent recommends '
treatment for worms and better management. If 4% 135 the need of .
& purebred sire, the t compares the sorub lamds with those -
of better breeding go rt:!' and urges the furmer t0 introduce not =
only new blood bdut ace the sire with a pure ram. On &
seversl ococasions farmers are interested on who brings the best
laabs to their community scales. This competitive spirit and pride
in -good lambs have helped raise the ity of lasd 5
produetion in the eounty, .

In one section of the county there are & number of
farmers who have shipped lambs cooperatively for several years,
and esach year there 1is noticed & marked improvement over the
preceding year in the guality of lambds produced. This year these
farmers were advised to hold back their lambs until they had
plenty of weight, and the first shipment of this group wvas made
on July 4th. Four single decks were shipped to Jersey City and
the day this shipment was sold there were 18,000 lambs in compe-~
tition on the market. This shipment brought & premium of 25¢
per 100 1ba. on good and choice lambs and 154 on mediums over and
above any lambs .S0ld on the market that day. Wit: the agent maniging
the cooperative shipping assogiation brings produerion and market-
ing into & closer ngutlonahip. and theredby results ic & more
effieient program.

One of of our best markets nearby for produce and
vegetables 15 the Wess Virginia coglfields. The West Virginia

law reguires trucksters and hucksters to have & special license
to sell in that &tate. DBonifide farmers are allowed to sell

4
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the agrisulturel eommodities they produce on their own farms

anywhere in the state provided they have & written statement

from the county agent whieh identifies the holder as & furmer

engaged in the production of agricultural commodities for sale,

The county Commonwealth's Attorney prepared a special form to

rur:.“l:; 200 affidavits were tcrtiﬂu to for Giles farmers
ng .

: Another marketing service estadlished for farmers
this year consisted in the use of & bdbulletin board in the
county agent’s office whieh listed livestock, grass seed,
seed corn, potatoes, wheat, and other commodities which thc
farmeérs haed to sell or exchange. This service brought farmers
who wish to buy and sell together and in many instances the
two farmers lived in the same community. When a farmer listed
an item for sale he advised the county agent when & sale bhad bas
made &nd his item w&s removed from the bulletin board.

Following is a summary of the marketing progrem in
Giles county:
No. of cuttle s0ld for farmers--esrec-aree- e cm———— - £
. Value of gattle 30ld-~erercccmccccccccncnan :
No of lambs shipped cogperatively
Net value farmmers received for lamds -seecseccce=- 1] 791,24
No, pounds of woolfpooleds--es-vemsrccncccconccnn 34 ,602.
Amount formers recéived for WOOl=-=~wremsccecs mne 9 .680.556
No. farmers certified to sell in V. Va.=vecccnces " 200
Value of products 60ld ~~=ven=—vcac= B ————— 30,000,

C. livestook:

; The livestock progrum was & continuation of the
1954 progrem which consisted in building up the quality of
—our livestook by securing detter breeding stosk and to keep
our livestoek healthy by combatting disesses &nd improved
manageméent in feeding and housing conditions.

; The plen called for repladsing with purebdred sires
6 dbulls, €& rams and 4 boars. The agont was able o0 get 11
purebrel bulls, 9 purebred rams and 2 registered ddars plased™
gn 'the.county. As So breeds the following replacements show
the trend in livestock production. Cattle - B herefords and
J tngus. Sheep- 7 hampshires and ‘2 southdosns. Hogs-'1 polind
china and 1 berkshire. As Giles is a feedor cattle county the
formers are giving up shorthorns at present and replacing them
with herefords and angus.

Unless the oalves in the county under 12 months old
were immunized ageinst bleckleg by vaceination losses from this
disecse would-be tremendous. The agent Xeeps hyperdermic
syringes and blackleg asgressin on hand all the Time. The sgent
used to do &1l the veceinating, bdut the last few years farmers
are doing it themselves. The cgent has furnished O syringes
to Tarmers this year. Counting the calves the acgent has
vyaceinated hinmself and the calves for shich vaceine wes furnishe
od majes & total of 1418 cslves that was directly immunized

sgainst blackleg for which jpe extension progrum is responsible;




- and trimmed lambs, There was one community where the farmers listened
"%o the speculator instead of the extension tmi'::. ~this group of .
one

s 2 - Hemorrhagie :gu‘u'n; or shipping Tever 4= snother

. disease that develop among ves that are poorly fed and esred for.

- This disease does not take any heauvy losses in mortality, but when

‘1t develops, the agent always uses it to get & shelter provided for

. 0alves by the owner as soon as possible and also gets the eslves on !

" that farm to get le hay the next winter. The &gent vaseinated
54 calves sgainst this disease during the year divided mumong © far-
mers, .

' Hog cholersa broke out in & large herd of hogs from :
Whioh the farmer was feeding garbage from a hotel. Trom this source ¥
four other herds contracted the disease and the agent was forced to .
saocinate all the hogs'on adjoining farms. It required about 30

days to stamp out this disease. During the 30 day period the agent
vaceinated 520 hogs using the single treatment. This outbresk caused
the loss of 67 hogs and cost the farmers for serum $157.50.

The main interest in the shee) program centered around
the production of & better market lamb. With this in view a cireular
letterwas sent to all the sheep owners giving them four different
réations for the pregnant ewe. Later another circular followed advis-
ing a1l farmers to dock and castrate all lamds and to treat their
- floek regular for stomach worms. Soon reguests begsn odming in for
method demonstrations. The agent gave 286 method demonstrations in
d0sing for worms and 86 method demonstration$ in doeking and castra-
ting lambs. Starting with June all the sheep growers in the county
received oards one morth apart calling their attention to dosing for :
worms. This program resulted in getting every floek in the coukpy
dosed from one to 8 times during the year using the bluestone and e

. ndeotine treatment. It also was responsidle for getting approximately |
ol 00 lambs docked and osstrated. The difference in price on lambs
: and oastrated was $1.00 per 100 1bs. in favor of the docked

~
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. farmers were forced to sell their lambs discoun t per pound. =
‘Had they signed up to ship cooperatively they would have carried out =
the extension program and profited by it. 5

With hog prices high and farmers signed up to reduce
produection caused every farmer who signed a contract to take more
interest in his hogs. They were too valuable to lose and farmers
wanted to know the best methods of hog production. The greatest
help our services could offer was in the form of eliminating parasites
ahd famnishing information on feed supplements. The treatment used
for worms wW&s nema capsules becuase farmers could buy them st drug
stores and administer the treatment themselves. T rs were sdvised
to use crank case 0il in eliminating lice. Garages saved up old oil
ofthis kind to give to farmers who would ocall for 1t. The most
economiec phase of the hog program laid in ke bealancing up the hog
ration with mineral substitutes, Ther were 115 foarmers uséng the dest
practice methods possible in swine production.

Giles cou,t(':y does not have & licensed veternarian ang
because of this the agent is cazlled on to do considersble work of this
nature. Where the case is simple and ezlls for simple cre,:;;ent the
sgent scoepts calls und Preats animels that need the attention of &
veternarian., If the case requires a treined vesernarian, the agent
always advises to get one. /0 “
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In approaching the farm m)l prom there was only
one thing in mind and that was to produce enough grain and hays
to take care of sll the needs of the farm. Farmers &s a rule %
generally market their orops thru livestoock and poultry and seldom . |
ever have & surplus for sale. An extremely good hay season &« few i
farmers will have some hay to sell.

The plan of work oalled for & oup::fn to0 induce the
Tarmers to raise more legumes for both feed and 1 improvement. A
A eiroulator letter was sent out stating many sdvantages in growing N
legumes for hay and soil improvement purposes. The agent also -
" ‘took up the guestion of growing legumes personally with many of

the farmers whom the sgent knew kept sheep and ealves and had

been feeding fedder and timothy hay., Timothy seed being high

helped turn farmers $o sowing more olovers and legumes in genersal.
The campaign ended after four f 8 were induced to grow a pateh .
of alfalfa, 20 farmers sowing red alover, and 96 farmers sowing
lespedeza for Pasturage. Almost every farmer soms clover with .
.timothy, dut within two years the clover is gone. This year

clover grew wild and came up in fields where clover had not deen
sown for years before. A group of farmers in one community got
together and pooled their order for lespedeza sesd last winter.

The total amount of the pool order was 900 lbs. of seed.

It being & good thing to have & few farmers in the
ecounty preducing good seeds for farmers who 4o not have shem, the -
agent each year ask farmers to buy the best gquality of seed =und
produce seed for the loeal county market. There were eight
farmers this year produsing corn of higher quality than ususal,
eight fTarsers growing Seed wheat, three farmers seed oats, md
two farmers seed potatoes.

Treating seeds before planting and the mounauont‘
of germination tests was & part of the faru orops Almost
every farmer who has any smut in his wheat alw ts it with
eopper sarbonate. lMany farmers treat their se pﬁﬁu with
either the formaldehyde or corrosive sublimate treatment before
planting. The agent only gave two method demonstrations in treating
potatoes, and three farmers ask how to treat wheat with the copper
carbonate treatment. Parmers know how 0 treat Seeds before planging
from extension practices of past years. The corn-hog contract signers
were treated themsglves to a lantern slide pioture showing disesases
of corn and other erops.

The work of the agent in furnishing timely information
as reguords planting, cultivation, harvesting and disease and insect
pests that affect orops consisted of 22 farm visits, 76 office oulls.
two meetings, énd gave out 45 bulletins,

Insect and disease ocontrol is the greatest czuse of
worry among farmers. The agent gives more time %o the control of
insects and fun disease affecting erop produetion than any other
part of sthe fal erops program. Unless the potato farmers sSprays
he will not likely get zdbove a 50% vield.




B. _Hortibul ture

Giles county fruit growers represent & high type
fermer and far above the average in intelligence bectuse of the
amount ‘of technical knowledge needed for suceess. Therefore, the
hortioul tural pro is one where the agent imparts the htost &
information from agricultural eocllege to the fruit growers, 3
nore particular $o the commercisal growers. Over years of practice |
and experiense the fruit farmer knows sabout good methods in M
cultivating, fertilization, spraying ete. The small grower who -
needs the help of the agent is wsually not in position to carry out
a production program of gquality fruit because of the mg ooct ot ot
spraying and fertilizing. In the first place le isn't le 3
the necessary machinery for spraying and. packing, and thﬁrctorc, he
does not try to spray. The apples produced on the usual or average
home orchard are jJust so many oculls, and the farmer who produces "
such apples could duy apples from a commereial grower for less thin
he grows them at home, and then his home orchard would not be a w
place for insects and diseases to develop. . :

There site 63 farmers in Giles who meke use of the
spray oard servise. There are Swelve farmers who follow the spray
schedule using all seven sprays. The rest put on from two to five
sprays. However the agent sends out the spray eard service to all
63 growers, These cards were prepared by the extension horticul-
turalist at Blacksburg and sent to the various agents in counties
having commercial fruit growers.

In pruning the ageant gawe six metbod duonstnttou'
&8s follows: two apple, one peaxr, one peash and two grepe. ]

The plan also called for furni the growers p:
fruit information relative to fertilisssion, tivation, nurse
ops, urkcuu. end other problems confronting the grower whenm
ealled upon: In this capacity two producers were advised concern~. :‘-‘-
ing fertilisstion, three about nurse erops, one adbout eultivation,
and seven about rhodent control. Two method demonstrations were
given in bridge ‘rlfting.

The tgout ebocka uvcrtl orchards in the early
stage of fruit formation and development after danger of frost is
over to advise the farmers about spraying. At this checking the
agent makes an eatimate of the ore d yleld. The owner Inows
then if he can afford to Spray usipng all séven sprays. Theése
estimated yields u-o generally ecorrect, in fact so oclose to the
erop yields that a few of the growers are ddpending upon the cheek
each year. This check is made by taking a number of trees in the
orchard from spacing so as to get & representative average and
then figure the need of the orchard-and yield from the trees
selected as a representative sample of the orchard.

Esech year the agent send out a sireular letter to
all the fruit farmers advising the about miee injury and control
and where bait can be obtained.. The year the circular advised ous

tment
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Past extension work over a {oriod of years hsvc taug::
the @iles poultrymen the major points in poultry produetion.

ognu this year was not as elaborate as programs of past years.

he plan said give 10 oull¥ng demonstrations. The agent gave 12

method eulling demonstrations. No one farmer can be taught hox to
eull chickens with one method demonstration. But thé sgent can e
after two or thrse culling demonstrations and considersble reading »
on the subjeet by the farmer ocan have him ready $o oull his own '
flock whieh is tho oase here in Giles county on better than 50

farms.

Many fermers buy their baby chiocks from hatcheries,
and it is very important that they buy from acoredited nzstcheries
and breders. The agent furnished 16 farmers with & list of
state certified hatocheries where the breeding stoeck had been blood
tested for baceilary white diarrhea &and certified to as being
standard bred chickens, Tour farmers were furnished with the names
of reliable breeders where breeding stook were purohuaed. :

Wherever possible the ugent solves the poul trymun's
problem by remodelling and old laying house. This was done on two
farms the past year. One of the houses was properly ventilated,
the old roosting poles torn down and new roost installed with
dropping boards underneath. After the house was remodelled, light
and ventilation provided, a deep litter placed on the floor, an
with the hens ocomfortable and a getting a balanced ration, the
farmer ssid he didn't know that hens would lay so many eggs in the
winter time. i

3 Giles farmers are nof. advised to keep commercial flocks
; bouuu of the ¢os8t of producing grain. Our goal is to have .
from 50 to 100 chickens on every fam, well housed and cared Tor,
and the mk of the retion produced on this farm. one coming %0
the agent for adviee sbout gc’ng into the poultry ness xrm ll s
told to commence in & small wax, and grow into the business. i

Disease cuts profits in poultry to & point to where there
are seversl farmers threatening to give up turkey raising. A chole:
like disease was present in flocks this past summer th&t no one was
able to diadnose, but losses in Giles was small to other counties
where the diseuse wap present. Fargers talking in such dishearten
way are advised to chaunge breeding stock, and then take « 1fttle
time and Sroudble to .give them the attention he knows that 1is required
for successful raising of turkeys. Somehow men think poultry raising
should be done by the women folks on the farm &nd if they dont make
& Sucoess they tell the agent they are going to quit the business,.

:

Worms control solves most of poultry troubles in the count
Farmers have used almost every treativent known, bdbut the bde¢st one
13 the kameale snd tobacco treatment givén in the form of capsule,
The mixture is 5C¥ tobacco znd 50% by weight of Xamilu. The dosage
depends upon sige and condition of individusl birds., This treactaent
enable iles furmers to raise spwoximately 76% of the poults hateh
and will market this year about 9,000 turkeys. 7
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The triple A pi'op- requiring ta.rmrl to keep a
record of their farm bdusiness mum is one thing the farmers
_ AislikXed which 1if Xept straight would de most holym to. them., But
$She 4gent has given up all hope of ever getting the prouotr:ounﬁ
to keep a set of farm asceounts. It ean only eome about by for ;
or by & new generedtidn talight in early childnood how to do it in
school and by 4-H elubs and similar organizations.

With the 67 contract signers in“the corn-hog program
only such records as was sotually necessary and--required bdefore they
¢ould de cheoked on final compliance were kept. The farmers were .
oalled together st a specisl meeting to have the record book expalimed
by an extension economist who after the meeting carried their books
baok home and forgot ‘they had the record bdook until = eircular letter
wvas sent out stating ecertain entries must dbe in the dook for the
supervisor to chedk before final compliance was made. Soon afetr

" the eireular letter went out eight farmers came $0 the office withia
& week and wanted to know how %0 koop the record and where to make
such entries as ws spoken about in the letter, and six of the farmers
forgot t0 bring their record books. They were sccommodated, however,
by the sgent bhaving one of the record books in his office. In additio
to the contract signers there were 20 farmers keeping regular accounts
&nd these are the most progressive farmers of the county. They know
from their records what pays best on the farm and can tell the agent
what their records have told them about 1it.

H._Other sotivities:

It was planned to h‘n an all day picenie outing uonc*
Giles farmers sometime dur the sunmer, tund visit the Agricul tural
Experiment Station ts at Blacksburg, but is was not attempted
because of a convenient time to suit many farmers who wanted o go,
When 1t l\utod lon it didn't suit othoro and 1t Just passed by tht
"WAY . : :
Anothcr thing plannoa was a Bolk Music Festival to h
held &t Mt. Lake, but sinee the Hotel Corporation did not want to
help beur their part of the finances it went on the ré#eks.

The agent adso served as chairmen of the county
ehaptor. American Red Cross. Time required in this capacity was
charged to relief, but there was no accurate record of the amount
of time spent. The agent ulso served on a committee to select names
from the county relief rolls for rursl rehabilitation clienta. Tweo
meeting were called at which the committe selected 27 clients, which
were approved.

Seed loans were also handled in the agents office.
One girl from the relief register mas furnished to tauke applications,
Five emergency seed louns were accepted making a tota) of $245.00.
Todate 3145.00 has been peaids

Tie agent organized a group of farmers to plant 50
acres of tomatoes for operating a cooperative cannery. Twenty three
growers econtributed to the cause. The farmers final -eci ed not
to operate, and sell their tomatoes to a lceal ex.rﬂuer:," VO df igures
are availadle on this enterprise at ' prssent.

i Y
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