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CHAPTER I

THE HOME GUARD ANSWERS THE CALL

John Brown was dead wrong. In his tormented mind, seizure of
the Federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry would stir a Negro armed
insurrection. As he mounted the gallows, armed men were indeed
rising throughout the South. However, they were not slaves.

At Lynchburg, a swall tobacco city in Virginia's Piedmont, the
news from Harper's Ferry brought forth an immediate response. Writing
in the city's newspaper, "Curtius" saw in the attack an unmistakable
threat to Southern security. To him, Brown's raid was a warning of
future harm. "To be forewarned is to be forearmed," the unknown
writer stated; "you have been warned, but where are your sxms?" Only
e militia could face the irrepressible conflict" foretold by the
"bloody reelity of Harper's Ferry."l The next day, in an article
directed "to the mechanics of Lyachburg," the same writer begged for
the creation of an artillery compsmy.2 "Curtius's" last appeal was
addressed to the young men of the city. Reviewing Lynchburg's patriotic

response in years past, he recalled how public apathy, scoffer's

1 Lynchburg Daily Virginian, Oct. 25, 1859. Hereafter cited as
Lyachburg Virginian.

2

Ibid., Oct. 26, 1859.



ridicule and civic non-support had forced the youth to regret and then
abandon their military duties so that a militia unit that had proudly
served the city finally ceased to exist.3 "We are in the midst of
exciting times which require every man to do his duty," wrote the
author. The young men should returan to "the soldiering trade" and
offer themselves to form a "rifle corpse." Should they do so, "Curtius"
promised unqualified support and admiration from Lynchburg's leaders
and public alike.h _

On November 1, 1859, determined to establish a unit, a group of
prominent citizens held an organizational meeting. Four days previously,
a wild, statewide rumor reported an abolitionist force headed toward
Charleston to effect the deliverance of John Brown. Maurice S.
Langhorne and Kirkwood Otey had immediately telegraphed an offer to
Governor Henry Wise to raise 100 Lynchburg men to help in repelling
the expected attack.5 While the Governor had declined their offer--

since the rescue had failed, the city was sufficiently aroused to

make a positive move. The meeting, attended by Langhorne and Otey,

3 For an outline of Lynchburg's military contribution from before
Bacon's Rebellion through World War I, see Edley Craighill, "Lynchburg's
Petit Military Argosy," a 1939 manuscript in the Jones Memorial Library,
Lynchburg, Va.

b Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. 27, 1859.

? Tvbid., Oct. 28, 1859.



considered a constitution and bylaws, selection of drill leaders, means
to arm & company, designation of a name for the troop, procurement of
a drill area and recruiting methods. Calling their troop the "Home
Guard," the men agreed to meet a week later.6 The committee to obtaln
a drill area secured the use of Martin's Warehouse where, on Friday,
November 4, an initial drill took place. By this time, asbout sixty
men had volunteered for the "coumpany of foot."7

The next meeting, held November 8, 1859, saw the selection of
officers and adoption of a constitution. By a unanimous vote,
Samuel Garland, Jr., became temporary commander and Kirkwood Otey
orderly sergeant, pending State action regarding the organization.
© The new commander posted a drill schedule and accepted nine new
recruits. After contributing their dues and initiation fees, meubers
voted to become light infantry armed with percussion muskets and
dressed in the United States infantry uniform, substituting a cap
for the Hungarian hat.

Samuel Garland, Jr., the new captain, was a thirty-year-old,

socially prominent lawyer and a member of the city council.8

6 Lynchburg Virginian, Nov. 3, 1859.
T Tviq.

8 Ibid., Oct. 29, 1859, listed Garland as a member of city council.
Susan L. Blackford, in Memoir (Madison Heights, Va., 1959), 12, told of
Garland's playing host To Rufus King. See also Susan L. Blackford
(comp.), Letters From Lee's Army (New York, 1947), 3. Hereafter cited
a8 Blackford, Letters.




4

Having attended Randolph-Macon Céllege end Virginia Military Institute,
Garland received his law degree from the University of Virginia. He
taught as a law lecturer at Lynchburg College in his spare time.9
Kirkwood Otey, also a V. M. I. alumnus and one year older than his
captain, was a banker who had served in the Virginia National Guard.l©
Garland had an infant scn; Otey did not marry until 1862.

Members of the "Home Guard" bought their own uniforums, initially
ordered from Philadelphia. They soon cancelled the cantract in order
“to permit local tailors to r;zake the uniforms from Virginia materials JAd
Guardsmen stored their uniforms at home with their Springfield
muskets, there being no armory in Lynchburg. Garland's law office
served as company headquarters A2 A 1ster muster roll revealed the
"Home Guard" to be a city unit: 37 wmewbers were merchants, 15 were

clerks. In addition, the company ccatained 10 students, 6 farmers,

9 Rosa F. Yancey, Lynchburg and Its Neighbors (Richmond, 1935), 96-
98. Hercafter cited as Yancey, Lynchburg. See also "201 File for
Samuel Garland, Jr.," Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Va.

10 "201 File for Kirkwood Ctey,” V. if. I. See also Records af the
1lth Regiment of Virginia Volunteers, Virginia State Archives. Here-
after cited as 1llth Virginia Records.

11 rynchburg Virginian, Dec. 8, 1859.

12 Cnarles M. Blackford, Jr., et al., Amnals of the Lynchburg Home
Guard (Lynchburg, 1891), 16-17. Hereafter cited &s Blackford, Annals.




L tobacconists, 3 lawyers, 2 bankers, plus an auctioneer, printer,
machinist, musician, silversmith, carpenter, druggist, teacher and
doctor. Ranging in age from eighteen to thirty-nine, 26 of the 106
men were not yet twenty-one; 79 were twenty-five years or less. Only
9 men were older than thirty.l3

Having solved the legal problems involved, the "Home Guard, on
November 21, 1859, elected its officers. Samuel Garland became
Captain; Kirkwood Otey, First Lieutenant. Second, Third and Fourth
- Lieutenants, sergeants and corporals, plus a secretary, treasurer,
surgeon and armorer completed the officers of the unit. By then the
Guard numbered seventy men.lu

Bi-weekly drill for the new company proved effective as the
city's newspaper noted the "fine appearance and soldierly bearing"
of the "Home Guard" during their first public show on December 23,
when they exchanged greetings with the "Wythe Greys," enroute home
from duty at the execution of John Brown.lS Lynchburg next saw its
troops in late January, 1860, at the "Home Guerd's" first publie drill.
The paper pronounced the Guardswen "exceedingly handsome" in their

nl6

uniforms and boasted that they were an "honor to the city. Becoming

13 13th Virginie Records.
14 Lynchburg Virginisn, Nov. 23, 1859.

15 1bid., Dec. 23, 1859.

- 16 Ibid., Jan. 25, 1860.



an integral part of Lynchburg's civie life, the Guard participated in
a military demonstration to celebrate George Washington's Birthday,
a Flag presentation, visits to other cities, and even the winning of
a $100 prize for a contest of military drill.l7 Yet the future for
this group was ominous. In the following five years, the 100 men-=-
and their replacements--would suffer 117 casualties and participate
in'the bloodiest battles in American history.l8 The "Home Guard"
became Company G, 1llth Regiment, Virginia Volunteers, Kemper's (later
Terry's) Brigade, Pickett's Division, Longstreet's Corps, Army of
Northern Virginia. It would fight four long, agonizing years, from
Manassas to Appomattox, and write an enduring history with its blood.
During this same time, sister companies to the "Home Guard" had
their origins. On January 23, 1860, the "Rifle Greys" of Lynchburg
elected Maurice Langhorne as Captain and uniformed itself with local
materials sewed at home. During December 1859, the "Fincastle Rifles"
of Botetourt County completed its organization. Early in 1860, the
"Clifton Greys" of Pigeon Run (now Gladys in Campbell County) formed

and elected Adam Clements, a thirty-four-year-old farmer from Mount

17 Lynchburg Virginien, Feb. 22; Mar. 26, 31; Apr. 13; Oct. 27, 1860;
Diary of William M. Blackford, entry of Dec. 9, 1859, Blackford Papers,
University of Virginia. Hereafter cited as Blackford Diary.

18 Record of the Lynchburg Home Guard (Lynchburg, 1877), 10.




Zion as its commander. Another Campbell County company called itself
the "Southern Guards." Captain Robert C. Saunders was its commander.
With the exception of nine men, the "Southern Guards" were farmers.
Their youngest member was eighteen; their oldest, forty-two. Lynchburg
College mustered a unit called the "Lynchburg Rifles."” Eusebius
Fowlkes, a physician and graduate of Virginia Mllitary Institute,
recruited and captained a Montgomery County unit known as the "Preston
Guards.” Also from Lynchburg came the "Jeff Davis Guard," commanded by
twenty-~year-old J. Risque Hutter, who had served as a V. M. I. cadet
captain at the execution of John Brown. Fauquier and Culpeper Counties
contributed men to form the "Rough and Ready Rifles" under James H.
Jameson. The "Valley Regulators" from Botetourt and Rockbridge
Counties selected Albert A. Yeatman as their leader.l9
Captain Langhorne's "Rifle Greys" ranged in ages from sixteen to
fifty. Langhorne was thirty-eight, a former militia officer and

tobacco processor.ao His unit drew flintlock rifles provided by the

19 11tn Virginia Records. See also Lew A. Wallace, Jr., A Gulde
to Virginia Military Organizations, 1861-1855 (Richmond, 196L), 120-21.
Hereafter cited as Wallace, Guide. For details regarding the origins
of the "Clifton Greys," see William H. Morgan, Personal Reminiscences
of the War of 1861-5 (Lynchburg, 1911), 15-32. ~Hercafter cited as
Morgan, Reminiscences. The Lynchburg Virginian of Dec. 3, 1859; Jan. 2k,
1860; and Apr. 22, 1861, reported the creation of the "Rifle Greys" and
the "Lynchburg Rifles.” Captain Hutter's biography is in "20l File for
J. Risque Hutter," V. M. I.; Captain Fowlkes, in "201 File for Eusebius
Fowlkes," V. M. I.

20 11th Virginia Records.



Coumonwealth of Virginia when the legislature voted funds for the new

21 In addition, the city council voted funds for equipment,

troops.
and Lynchburg citizenry contributed toward a special military
collection.22 The "Rifle Greys" had participated often with the

"Home Guard" in many of Lynchburg's public affairs.

The "Lynchburg Rifles" contained faculty and students of Lynchburg
College., Captain James E. Blankenship, mathematics professor and |
memwber of the military department of the college, had graduated at
the head of his class at Virginia Military Institute.23 This company
was unusual in that it contained many married men.ah

The national events which "Curtius" had foreseen in John Brown's
raid continued their inexorable progress toward disunity. In the
election of 1860, Samuel Garland campaigned for Breckenridge, yet
saw the Lynchburg voters favor Bell by a two-to-one margin. At the
town meeting called to select delegates for the state convention that
would consider secession, Garland spoke for the Union. The city voted
almost three-to-one in favor of retaining union with the United

States.25 Yet Lincoln's call for troops, and Virginia's negative

21 y, Asbury Christian, Lynchburg and Its People (Lynchburg, 1967),
181. EHereafter cited as Christian, Lynchburg.

22 Tbid., 194.

23 w201 File for James E. Blankenship," V. M. I.

2k rynchburg Virginisn, Apr. 22, 1661.

25 Cnristian, Lynchburg, 187-88, 190-91. Lynchburg cast 969 votes

for Bell, 487 for Breckenridge, and 132 for Douglas. The city voted
1000-370 to remain in the Union.



reply, settled all doubts. Virginia joined the Confederacy.

The excitement of events tumbling over each other quickly
reached Lynchburg. "War! War!l! War!!!:!" screamed an April 17, 1861,
headline. That same day, Capt. Garland published a list of those

materials each man in his company should procure and pack:

two stout blankets

two woolen under-shirts, very heavy

two pair thick cotton drawers

four pair woolen socks

two pair stout shoes oxr boots

three towels

four handkerchilefs, silk comb, brush and
toothbrush, stout linen thread, needles, wax,
buttons, pins and thimble in a small bag

knife, fork and spoon

one canvas bedcover per two men

one day's cooked rations in a tin box or
knapsack

The company would supply tin plates, cups and other camp equipment..
Orders requiréd the Guards to leave their dress caps behind and
hold themselves ready to answer any call.26

On Monday, April 22, at 4 p. m., a telegraphic order directed the
soldiers to report for duty in Richmond. Representatives of the "Home
Guard" and "Rifle Greys" quickly summoned all members. Riding eighteen
miles, a mounted servant reached Capt. Saunders's home in order to

deliver the same message for the "Southern Guard." Men flocked to the

photography shop, posing for photographs to leave with their loved ones.

26 Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 16-19, 1861. Langhorne's "Rifle Greys"
received a similar alert.
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Signs appeared on numerous office doors and display windows: "Closed:
Enlisted in the Army." Wowmen who were sewing tents for the "Home Guard"
worked feverishly to complete their projects before departure time.27

About 8:30 the next morning, the "Home Guard“ and the "Rifle Greys"
formed in their drill areas, marched first to a muster point and then
to the railroad depot, where local pastors preached sermons and pro-
nounced blessings. The farewells left scarcely a dry eye at the station.
The men mounted boxcars--no passenger cars were available--and, since
the day was the warmest of the season, they kickéd or knocked planks
from the sides of the cars for visibility and ventilaﬁion. Slowly the
train moved from the station.?s

The new soldiers had much to realize about military travel. They
learned quickly fron an incident that occurred enroute to Richmond.
Private C. F. Barnes fell asleep during the trip, released his hold
and fell from the freight car. His haversack cushioned his fall.
When other Guardsmen began searching for him, Barnes was seen running
unhurt toward the still-moving train. With the private safely stowed,
the Jjourney ended at sundown at Richmond. Colonel Jubal Early met the
train and ordered Garland to billet his troops in the defunct Ceﬁtral

Hotel. There they slept on bare floors. The next morning, April 2U,

2T Blackford Diary, Apr. 22, 1861; Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 23, 1861.

28 Blackford Diary, Apr. 23, 1861; Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 24, 1861.
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29

1861, the men took their oath and joined the Confederate service.
In mid-afternoon of the day the "Home Guard" and "Rifle Greys'
departed Lynchburg, the "Southern Guard" marched into the city. Havipg
received the message at midnight on April 22, Capt. Saunders had spent
the night notifying his troops to muster the following morning for the

march into town. They arrived hot, dusty and’bedraggled; yet, to one
spectator, they were a "fine looking, stalwart set of men" who numbered
more than 100, half of whom seemed to be over six feet tall.BO As the
"Southerp Guard" went into quarters at Lynchburg, an appeal went out

to townswomen for help in sewing fifty needed uniforms. These troops,

prophesied the Lynchburg Dally Virginian, would proudly serve the motto
h."3l

sewn on their lapels: '"Give me Liberty, or give ume Deat
Within a few days, the Lynchburg units at Richmond moved to the
Hermitage Fairgrounds where, under the direction of V. M. I. cadets,

they continued military drill. At the same time, companies began

29 william P. Holland, "Recollections of a Private," Iynchburg News,
Nov. 1, 1959. These recollections appeared serially, Nov. 1, 1359-
Dec. 13, 1960. Hereafter cited as Holland, "Recollections." The report
of Barnes' fall appeared in the Lynchburg Virginian, May 1, 1861.
Richmond's accommodations were mentioned in the Richmond Daily Dispstch,
Apr. 2, 1861.

30 plackford Diary, Apr. 23-2L, 1861.

31 Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 2L, 1861.
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merging into regiments and battalions. Following his promotion to
Major, Samuel Garland became a battalion commander.32 Not completely
satisfied with this assignment, scme men felt Garland seemed to be too
much the scholar rather than soldier. A fcw would have preferred
Capt. i.anghorne of the "Rifle Greys" as battalion commander.33
Shortly thereafter, Garland became a Colonel--with even more demand

that he prove himself as a soldier.sh

32 Lynchburg Virginian, May 8, 1861; Holland, "Recollections,”
Nov. 1, 1959. :

33 Yancey, Lynchburg, T70-T1.

34 11th Virginia Records. Garland's prouwotion received confirm-
ation by Virginia's Constitutional Convention on June 15, 1861.



CHAPTER IT

BAPTISM OF A REGIMENT

Militaxry duty holds a strange fascination for most men. No one
who has wmarched to a regimental baand can ever completely ignore the
beat of martial music. No one who has stood in ramks with thousands
of trained, healthy soldiers can forget that overwhelming sense of
unconquerable maleness. No one who has worn a tallored uniform can
deny the resulting feeling of pride. Perhaps it is well that war
can sometimes be so captivating--Ifor it is also certain to be hideously
‘ugly. The soldler knows the boring monotony that dulla his brain,
the humiliating assignments that tarnish his pride, the savage in-
humanity that sears his soul. The fitted uniform lies in a locker
while he practices endlessly the siuple steps of drill--repeating
over and over, learning and overlearning watil he must repress all
thought or rebel. He finds honoxr sad patriotism to be poor
companions on a wmission, or during picket duiy when he is lonely and
insecure. If he fights, he becomes much like the physicist described
by J. Robert Oppenheimer:

In some sort of crude sense wiich no vulgexity, no humor,

no over-statement can gquite extinguish, /They/ have known
sin; and this 1s a knowledge which they cannot lose.t

1 John Baxtlett (cowp.), Familior Quotations by John Bartlett
(Boston, 1955), 922.

13
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The men of the Lynchburg "Home Guard" had thrilled to a march dowa the
wain street of an admiring hometown; they had strutted, posed and
banqueted; they had danced at dress balls. Tacy had experienced the
glory of war. Soon, they would be called upon to pay the costs

and it would be a frightful toil.

The units forming and itraining at Richmond soon were to exchange
the parade for the battleground. Already the new Confederate govern=-
ment hé.d begun to plan its defense. To Col. Phillip St. George
Cocke went orders for the establishment of a line of operations, first
in Alexandria ard later at Culpeper Court House. Authorized to call up
troops and organize regiments, Cocke solicited and received units
recruited from eleven counties, including Campbell (3<>uz:rt:y.2 Robert
E. Lee instructed Cocke, an lay 6, 1861, to "pecst at Manassas Gap
Junction a force sufficient to defend that point. « o« ."3 Cocke,
in need of troops for this additicnal wission, sought permission to
use the Lynchburg ccmpanies already callied to the colors .L Lee's
response was to dispatch Col., Samuel Garland's Battalion designated

specifically for the lManassas ,jo’o.5

2 U. S. War Dept. (comp.), War of thc Rebellion; A Coupllation of
the Official Recowds of the Unicn ari Confederats doxmies (Washingtonm,
1680-1901), Ser. I, Vol. II, T70=T7, 765. Hereafter cited as Official
Records; all references will be to Sexr. I.

3 Ibig., 806.
b mpig., 816-17.

2 Ibid., 821-22, 824,
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Boarding a train on May 12, the battalicn rode to Culpeper and
arrived after dark. Garland disembarked alone, recelved his assign-
ment, and returned to the tzxain, which continued its trip. Most of
the wen, lulled by the sound end motion of the train, fell into
hypnotic sleep. Awakening the noext morning, they found themselves rest-
ing in a siding that they soon discovered to be Manassas Junction.6 The
five-company battalica nuxbered 490 men when it axrived at its new
post .7 At Manassas Junction, they moved into Camp Pickens, established
by South Carolina troops and namod after Governor Francis W. 1'-‘:‘Lckena.8
No sooner had Garland arrived than ke begen accepiing men to elevate
his battalion to regiment status.’ A% the seme time, Col. George H.
Terrett, formerly a United States Marine, toock command of the Virginia
regiments at the rail junction.lo Terrett's Fourth Brigade also

contained Alexandria units, which withdrew under his command when

6 Holland, "Recollecticms,” Hov. 1, 1G59.

T oreicial Reccrds, II, 81+l. The battalion initielly consisted of

- the "Home Guard" and "Rifle Greys" from Lynchburgz, plus, in this writer's
opinion, the "Southern Guards" from Caupbell County aund the "Fincastle
Rifles" from Botetourt County. A LQO-m:m battalion would sppear to be
five, not four, companies as stated in ibid.

8 David E. Johnsten, The Story of a Confederate Boy 4n Tae Civil War
(Portland, Ore., 191k4), 46, EHerceiver cited as J ohnston, Coafedcrate Boy.

9 Official Recoxds, II, 826-27, 8L5.

10 1vid., 845, 9hh. Terrett, bora in 1807 in Felrfax, Va., received
his cci .Ission from the Corps in 1830 and served wita distinction in both
the Seminole and the Mexican Waxrs.
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Union forces moved across the Potomac.ll Additionally, a regiment

formed of Richmond companies reporited o Terrett.lz Within the Brigsade,

the Richmond units became the lst Regiment; the Alexandria troops,

the 17th; and Garland's Battalion grew into the llth Regiment,

Virginia Volunteers.13
With the formation of & regiwmental organization, the cocapanies

officially forfeited their colorful titles and became lettered units.

Thus, the llth Regiment consisted of the following:

Company ame Captain
A "Rifle Greys" Maurice S. Langhorne
B "Southern Guards" Robert C. Saunders
c "Clifton Greys" Adan Cleuents
D "Fincastle Riflcs" Robexrt K. Thompson
E "Lyachburg Riflcs" James E. Blankenship
F "Preston Guards" Eusebius Fowlkes
G "Home Guard" Kirkwood Otey
H "Jeff Davis Guexds" J. Risque Hutter
I "Rough and Ready Rifles" Jaumes H. Jameson
X "WValley Regulators" Albexrt A. Yeatman

Regimental officers included Col. Samucl Garland, Lt. Col. David

Funsten, and Maj. Carter H. Harrison.lh A smzll bul excellent band

1 George Wise, History ol the Soveateentnh Vivginias Infantry,  CSA

(Baltimore, 1870), 1I-17. EHerceiter cited as Wise, L/oh Virginiae
Richard B. Buck to mother, May 19, 1861, lett.rcs of Richard Bayle Buck,
Univexrsity of Virginia. Hereafter cited as Buck Letters.

12 orficial Records, II, 826-27.

13 1mid., LI, pt. 2, 123.

14 11th Virginia Records. Because the letters "I" and "J" often looked
alike, regiments did not use "J" as a coupany designator. Colonel Funsten
was 42 and from Alexandria; Harrison enlistcd from Lancaster County.
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coupleted the organiza‘bion.15 By mid-July, all units had reported for
duty under Col. Garland.

Garland quickly demonstrated that he was as able on the drill
field as in court or classroom. Relying on his V. M. I. training,
he undertook to mold the various companies into a single tactical
unit. The men drilled oa both company and regimental levels. Soon,
individual soldiers and, later, the entire camp became aware of
Garland's skill. "Ours and the Fixrst Lﬁégimenﬁ? are considered the
best drilled in the state and we can beat them all hollow," bragged
Pvt. Charles F. Barnes, who had earlier fallen from the train.ls
Private William P. Holland swelled with pride when an inspecting
officer marked Garland's men as the 'best posted of any in the Army."
Credit for this achievewment, wrote Holland, belonged to the "finest
drill officer in the Army."l7

Life at Camp Pickens proved to be more demanding than merely

. 15 Morgan, Reminiscences, 93; llth Virginia Records. G. Rich
Lyman led the 8-man regimcatel vand. :

16 (harles F. Barnes to wother, June 27, 1861, Barnes lanuscripts,
University of Virginia. Hereafier cited as Barmes MSS. In addition -
to Garland, Maj. Harrison and Capis. Otey, Hutter, Blankenship, Huston,
Fowlkes and Pvt. (later Cspt.) Ward had attended V. M. I.

17 Holland, "Recollectioms," Nov. 1, 1959.
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drili. Tae wen erected their cwa teant city oa a level space northwest
of the village and established a camp routine. They formed small
groups (of four to eight) who messed together and shared the cooking
chores. The company cooks issued the food while in camp but were
responsible for coubat meals. Initially wany groups employed Negro
cooks or servants, but later sent these wen home when rations became
scarce. The troops carried their owa cooking materials of sheet iron.
Scavenging battlefields, they would procure better ovens and skillets.
Cast iron cookware led to better bread.l8 Ceap rations were supple-
meanted by whatever individual soldiers or & group could gather on
their own. Obtaining & pass, Pvt. Richard B. Buck celebrated

July 4, 1861, by hiking a few miles away frocm camp and picking

19

cherries. "I tell you they were nlce,' le reported. Othexr men
bought or begged foods from neighbvoring foras. By early July, if
they had received ceash frou hcue, the troops paid for provisions with
newly introduced Confederate mozey. If curreacy was unavailable, they

traded issue beef and pork for fresh vegctables or. dairy producta.ao

18 Morgan, Reminlscences, 31-32.

19 Richard Buck to wother, July 4, 1861, Buck Letters.

20 Blackford Diasry, July 3, 1851. Sce also Alexander Hunter,
Johnny Reb and Billy Yank (New York, 1S04%), T3.




19

While at Manessas, Col. Garland experienced a personal tragedy.
On June 12, he learrned that his wife Zliza was dying.el Taking
immediate leave, Garland arrived in Lymchburg--only to find his
wife dead.22

The Regiment, without its commander, saupled a first taste of
war on June 18, when four ccumpanies performed an armed reconnaissance
near Alexandria.23 The force rode north to the railhead, then
marched four miles to destroy a bridge and abutuent. Private Barnes,
who took part in the mission, sensed wore excitcuent. "Matters are
evidentally drawing to a focus," he wrote," scmething important is
evidentally up « . . I must stop now, as I have to clean my gun.“eu

Picket and patrol duties kept the recruits occupied. The proud
men of the llth Virginia had little respect for their enemy and
experienced no doubts as to who was the better soldier.25 In
addition to pickets and patrols, the mea mastered the art of digging

by creating breastworks and helping to install seige guns that would

2l Cnarles F. Barnes to wother, June 12, 1861, Barnes MSS.
22 Iynchburg Virginian, Jusme 13, 1851.

23 Cherles F. Barmes to mother, June 18, 1861, Barnes MSS.
Companies A, B, D and G performed this assignment.

2k 114,

25 1vid., June 12, 1861.
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coamand the south side of the railrozd. While using improper tools at
this duty, they were chided by South Carolins troops. "If you all
seceded when South Carolina did," they heard, "you'd have the proper
equipmcnt."26

Camp life had a marked effect on lupressionable Southerneré. To
the man who saw his neighbors only at chuxch, muster or on holidays,
the large numbers were fascinating. Yet crowded camps exacted a price.
Garland's sick report for June, 1851, listed 347 patients, and 1 death
from paeumonia. Of the sick, 109 suffered froam dyseantery, 59 from
diarrhea. The report listed regimental strcaugth at 45 officers and
811 enlisted men. Conditions became so bad that Army Headquarters
ordered fresh water delivexred into cawp by rail in order to coumbat
pol:t.u‘l;ion.g7

On July 2, the 1llth Virginia rccelved a aew brigade commander.
General James Longstreet, an Alabamian, was a U. S. Avuy veteran of

the Mexican War.28 Longstreet quickly made his mark on the Brigade

through unrelenting drill and other assigaments that kept all hands

26 Eolland, "Recollectioms," liov. 1, 1959.

27 11th Virginia Rccords. The water cars are described in Hunter,
Johnny Reb and Billy Venk, 47-48.

28 Douglas S. Freewman, Lee's Lieutenonts: A Study in Commond
(New York, 1942), I, 45. Ecreaiter cited as sreeman, Lee's Lieutenants.
A soldier's view of Longstreet's appointment appeared in Lynchourg
Virginian, July 15, 1861.
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constantly busy. The soldiers

[

earaced to form ranks, fire weapons,
conduct patrols, stand gusrd acnd wan a skirmish line.

On July 17, 1861, while on a scouting mission sceking signs of
Federal movements on a ford southwest of camp, a patrol from Company
G heard the approach of a horse and ideatified the rider as Lt. J.
Lawrence Meem, the regimental adjutant. liccm gathered the squad
together and ordered them to report immcdiately to a crossing on
Bull Run. He could remcmber only that the ford's name began with
'"'B" and that it was a fawmily name. Scueone supplied the name--
Blackburn's Ford--and the troops rapidly moved to that point.29

Meanwhile, at Camp Pickens, the 1lith Virginia mustered, broke
camp and marched to the same ford. Deploying the Fouxrth Brigade by
placing the 17th Regiment to the left of the crossing and the lst
Virginia to the right, Longstreet installed Garland's unit in reserve
behind the other two. The 1lth Virginia took a position on high
ground directly south of the ford. The men dug shallow tz*enche_:s with

their bayonets and settled down on their arwms for &un uneasy night.3o

29 Holland, "Recollectioms," ov. 1, 1959.

30 Ibid.; Morgan, Reuiniscences, 51-52. Sce also Edward P. Reeve,
"Civil War Reminiscences ol Captain Edward Paysca Reeve, 1861-1865,"
unpaged typescript in the Edwaxrd Payson Zoeve Collzction in the
Southern Historical Collection, University of Noxrth Carolina. Here-
after cited as Reeve, "Rewiniscences." The best account of the battle
is Lt. Meeu's telegraph report to his hometown newspaper. See Lynchburg

Virginian, July 24, 181.
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Neaxr sundowa the fidgely men received theixr first shock of war.
Scattered riflefire came from upstrecam; then Gen. Longstreet's rider-
less horse bounded into view. Loagstreet appeared shortly thereafter
and explained that he had worn a bluc coat and received fire from
sone Loulsiana troops who mistooxz him for a Federal officer. With
approaching darkness, the men &gain attempted to settle down along
the banks of Bull Run. The night was hot; soldiers hung their
canteens filled with stream water on the branches of the trees to
cool.3l

July 18, 1861, devned quietly, end the zorning passed without
unusual incident. Eleuwents of Company & moved across the stream as
skirmishers, whille Company G troops moved upstream to patrol the
unmanned space between brigades. AT midday, a blueclad officer rode
into the midst of the men of Ccupany A. Ca asking directions to
Gen. Irvin McDowell's headguarters, e learnsd that he had entered
the Confederate lines. Tae officer was shot when he attempted to
wheel his horse and make his escape. Southern outpost units saw
increasing signs of IFederal foxrces, thus Iell back to theixr own lines
south of Bull‘Run. Federal infantrymen, followed by arfillery,~ma&e

their appearance as a Unioca force moved toward the stream's edge.32

31 Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 8, 155G.

32 Morgan, Reminiscences, 52-55; Cfficicl Recoxds, II, k2.




A mcmenteary silence followed; then a Union cannoa bocomed and was

rouptly answercd by Confederate guus. Ihaskets Joined the battle and
added to the crescendo of scuad. Crouched with his regiment overlooking
the artillexry duel, Sgt. William H. Morgaan found it to be almost deafen-
ing.33 The forces north of the rua held the better position as the
noxth bank of Bull Run, at Blackbura's Ford; rose immediately to a high
bluff cut only by the road from the stream crossing. On the south,

the bank wes low; the fields bchind were leovel and r63e slightl& to

the area where the 1llth Virgiania lay. This advantage in position
enabled the Federal artillexry to force the Confederate cannon from
the area. As they did so, columzs of blueclad soldiers moved into
position preparatory to storming the ford. Taeir attack faltered under
the hail of Southern musket balls. A second and third attack rose

-

and subsided. During the second avitack, Gen. ngstrect rode to
Garland and ordered the 1lth Virginia to scuad two companies in a
counterassault. Garlaxnd selected Maj. Zarriscn to lead Ccupanies E
and H. The counterattack dbrcke tihe Fuderal advance. Northern troops
began to disengage. Thacy soon feil back to the ground north of the
ford. After the last infantryman had departed, the a.rtillery fire
continued, then fell silent as, this tiwme, the Confederate battery

proved itself. The counterforce from the 11th Virginia retired to the

33 Morgan, Reminiscences, 52-55. See also Official Records, II, Lh2.
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south bank.3h With the battle ended, Longstrcet called the lst and 1Tth
Virginia from their lines and seut the 1lth Regiment to hold the stream's
edge. All hands settled down for ancther sleepless night.

The battle at Blackburn's Ford cost Loagstreet 69 casualties,
including 20 killed. Unioan losses werce eighty-three. Major Harrison,
who led the attack, was a siganificant loss. The men first heard that
Garland had fallen but later found him alive. "It was the better man,"
Garland sighed.35 Ascribing the light casualtics biuecoat misjudgment,
Sgt. Morgen found the woods behind and above the Coufederate positions
to be badly scarred. He rcasoned that the Northern infantrymen had
fired high because of their elevated pcsition above the streanm.

Another casualty, caused by battle fatigue, resulted in the loss of
Capt. Blankenship, Company E's coumander, who rose from his sickbed

to lead his troop--only to break and flece undexr fire.36

34 Longstreet's official report is in Cfficial Ticcoxds, II, 461,
See also Morgan, Remindscenccs, 55-59.

35 For the re poxrt by the Ualon forces engaged, see Officlal Records,
II, 312-1k. Seec also ibld., II, 461-63; Morgan, Rcuiniscences, 56.

36 Ibid., 61-62. Blankenshlp retained the regexd of the men who
tilce wrote to his Appomattox home and asked that he return. Waen they
received no reply, the men held an unofTicial eleciion and selected
Christopher V. Winfree as the new capbain. During the initial stages
of the war, military laws had not developed; the Army accepted Winfree's
election and permitted Blankenship to rcsign. Blankenship taught school
in Virginia for the rewainder of the war. Sce "201 File for James E.
Blankenship," V. M. I.
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Blankenship notwithstanding, the llth Virginia felt proud of its
baptism. Four companies had taken an active part in the battle; two
units had participated in one of the initial charges of the w'ar.37
As with all soldiers, exaggeration slipped into the letters written
home. "I have made soume very narrow escapes indeed," wrote Pvt. Buck,
whose unit had been stationed dowzstrcam from the ford. "I have had
the bullets, grape, canister and shells to fall around me like hail

and not the least injured yet."38

Sexrgeant Morgan reported a-Uegro
servant who provided some humor. VWhen the shelling began, he broke
and ran through the camp to Bristow Station. "Dem big balls," he
stated, "come flying over me saying 'whar is you?'! and I 1lit out in
a hu.rry."39
Friday, July 19, passed guictly, aacd the next day the Brigade
moved forward again into the lines alcng Bull Run. Thoe evening of
July 20 passed quietly, but a camnon shot far {o the west of
Blackburn's Ford announced dawn of the next day. The sound of an
answering artillery‘piece brought forth ancther boom; then a rising
chorus of salvos filled the air. The action was a distance upstrenm,

but men who heard the lower murmur of musketiire knew that a major

battle was underway. All day gunfire shook the ground, yet no one

37 Blackford, Letters, 25.
38 Richard B. Buck to mother, July 24, 1861, Buck Letters.

39 Morgan, Reminiscenccs, 63.
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could tell how the fighting was progressinge.

Early that morning, elecmcnts of the 1lth Virginia had crossed Bull
Run and taken positions as skirmishers. These men soon came under
Federal artillery fire and were compelled to withdraw. Most of the
wen saw no Union soldiers until late in the day. Surprisingly,
many who had slept poorly for three nights dozed throughout that
first major land battle of the Civil War.ho

Upstream the battle raged with only the sounds reaching Garland's
huddled men. They expected to mount an attack of their own elther
in support of the Confederate defense or to silence the artillery
firing into their raﬁks. The salvos changed in tempo and intensity,
reaching peaks followed by neaxr sileace wherein the troops could
distinguish individual shots. Men who had been shocked at the fury
of the battle three days earlier wexe coavinced that no one could
survive this day's gunfire.hl

Toward sundown, the shocting slowed, tiacn ceased. In the
silence that followéd, men could hear & strange sound. A savage,
high-pitched yell spread eastward, punctuated by crics of "Victo#yl
Victory!" Each detachment along Bull Rua rose and passed the shout

to their eastern neighbor: 'Victoryl Victoryl" Louder and louder,

ko Morgan, Reminiscences, T2.

L1

Ibid)o, 72"73 o
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breaking as an ocean wave down the valley came the cries, "Victory!l
Victory!" Intermingled with these shouts rang the strange sound of
the "Rebel Yell," born in the success of lManassas and adopted by
the Confederate army. Tae forces at Blackburn'’s Ford soon saw
fleeing bluecoats and knew who had won. Repeating the cry of
"Vietory!," they passed the news to the Ccufcderate forces on their
right.*2 |

At sunset Longstreet moved his regiments over Bull Run in
pursuit. Across the stream, the Coulcderates moved through a
hastily abandoned Federal camp but, under stiict orders from Col.
Garland, continued the chase rathexr than scavenge»souvenirs. After
nightfall, the pursuit became confused aud tangled. The Brigade
soon returned to its position at Blackburn's Ford and settled down
for the night.*3

The 11lth Virginia was not the only unit to listen and worry
during the Battle of First Manassas. Gunfire sounded distinctly
on the hills surrounding Lynchburg. The townspeople knew & battle
was being fought, and farm folk drifted into town toward the telegraph

office to awalt news. DMrs. Robert Saunders, whose husband led Company B,

1951;2 Morgan, Reminiscences, 75-T77; HEollaud, "Recollections," Nov. 8,

43 oericial Records, II, 543-kk. See also Holland, "Recollections,"
Nov. 15, 1959; Morgan, Reminiscences, T7e.
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stood all day listening to the sound, then dxrove her wagon into
Lynchburg to learn the éutcome. The favorable news that arrived
on Monday morning revealed that the Lynchburg units of the 1llth
Regiment were unhurt.hh
On July 22, in a pouring rain, the Virgiunians left their rifle
pits, crossed the run and fulfilled their orders to clean up the
battlefield, salvage Federal materials and collect auy Union
stragglers. Officers warned their troops 1o &void the enemy
foods, as they might be poisoned. Utilization of water from Bull Run
was prohibited because of pollution created by corpses that had
dammed the stream near Stone Bridge. Private Holland picked up
an excellent overcoat, as well as some Federal stragglers. As he
returned to the lines, he discussed his catch with Lt. John G.
Meem. Holland called Mecem by first name, since both were friends
of long standing. The Federal prisoners were amazed: "We can
hardly speak to our officers at all."ks
Deploying on either side of the Warrcnton Turnpike, the
Virginians worked their way from the Stone Bridge into Centreville,

then returned to camp. The day was dark, drizzly and miserable.

At nightfall the men huddled atop a hill oa the pike south of Stone

Wb plackford, Letters, 69.

b5 Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 15, 1959; Morgan, ..cainiscences,
TTe.
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Bridge. That evening wmarked five days without dry clothes and warm
meals.u6 |

July 23 found the 1llth Virginia completing its assigned missiom.
The men collected materials--selecting weapons, cartridge boxes,
haversacks, caanteens, knapsacks, oil cloths and blankets for them-
selves. "The Yankees supplied Lee's Army wiih such things," Sgt.
Morgan observed, "leaving them laying around loose on almost every
battlefield."u7 Up to this time, the Virginians had depended upon
homemade equipment and converted flintlocks; now they were outfitted
with the best.

At nightfall on July 23, the llthvVirginia returned to Camp
Pickens after seven days of living out of their packs. Willdiam
Blackford, up from Lynchburg to visit his sons at camp, witnessed
their return. "I never saw men so knocked up," he wrote in his
diary. "Footsore and weary, they hailed their'camp--miserable as it
was--as & second homc."l*8 The Virginians had fought two battles,
both unimpeachable victories. They had been successfully tested in
the fire of battle. They were no longer wilitia units on parade
ground. The 1lth Virginlia was now a regiment couposed of experienced

soldiers.

46 pichard B. Buck to mother, July 2k, 1861, Buck Letters.

b7 Morgan, Reminiscences, 80-83.
L8

Blackford Diary, July 23, 1861.



CHAPTER IIZ

WINTER QUARTERS

The 1lth Virginia did not long enjoy its "second howe" in Camp
Pickens. Early on July 2k, the day fqllowing their return from battle,
the troops began & leisurely ten-mile march to Centreville. The next
day they surveyed, erected and ditched a new tent city. AdJustimng
quickly to their old routine, the soldiers returned to drill arnd
militaxry instruction.l All was not dull, however. DMrs. Charles M.
Blackfoxrd, visiting her husband, a member of Longstreet's Brigade,
found the camp to be very interesting. Susan Blackford was well
known in Lynchburg, and the soldiers arranged several minstrel shows
for her entertainment. She even attended a few dinnexr parties while
et camp. Her stay was short-lived, for oan August 1l orders arrived
transferring Longstreet's troops to a new post at Failrfax Court
House.2

The march to Fairfax became a nightmare. The day proved to

be the hottest of the year; the pace was forced, and mauy men,

- Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 70.

2 susan L. Blackford (comp.), Memoirs of Life In and Out of the Army
in Virginia During the War Between The Stotces (Lyachburg, 1894), I, T3~
T4, Hereafter cited as Blackford, Memoirs of Life.

30
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3 Upon reaching

stricken by the heat and sun, collapsed aloug the way.
Fairfax, the men built Camp Harrisoz ian a low, flat area north of town.'
The site was 1ll-chosen; rains brought & series of diseases to the
Virginians. Measles initially weakened the men; later, more serious
illnesses followed. The August sick report for the 1llth Virginia
listed 373 men of the 897-maen regiment as sick. Iive men had died.
Typhoid killed 4 men and prostrated 104 others. In that same hot
month, 32 men contracted colds and 1 died from pneumonia.

Happier news, in the form of pay call, visited Camp Harrisom.
Assembling to collect their first military pay, the men proudly counted

the sum of $44 for four months' duty.s

Mach of the newly acquired
cash soon found its way to the sutler's teat, that "licensed highway-
man" who sold, Pvt. Alexander Bunter swore, "stale pie, mouldy cake,
vinegar cider, caumned fruit, fly-blown molasses aud other useless
articles."6

Despite the threat of disease, most members of the llth Virgiania
enjoyed their stay at Camp Harrison. Departing caup at intervals, the

3 Morgan, Reminiscences, 86; Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 15, 1959;
Reeve, "Reminiscences.'

b Morgaen, Reminiscences, 86. Sece also llih Virginia Records. Om
Sept. 1, 1861, the 17th Virginia, a sister regiment, listed 10l sick or
wounded. See Wise, 1l7th Virginia, 37.

> Hunter, Johrny Reb and Billy Yank, 7l. Huater drew a private's
pay of $11 per month. Corporals received $13; scrgeants, $21. See
1lth Virginia Records. :

6 Tvid.
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regiments would move forward for three-to-five day pericds of picket and
patrol. The ccaupanies would occupy a series of hills approaching Falls
Church.! The hills--Munsca's, Mason's and Upton's--were a "no man's
land" and changed hands, often with amusing courtesy, several times
per week.a Soldiers learned to recognize and later even converse with
their enemies. In some &arcas, the men mingled freely and discussed
their comma.nders.9 In other cases, gunfire was exchanged. The
Southerners soon tired of this sport, as they found that Federal rifles
were longer-range weapons than the smoothbores still carried by wmany
Virginians. The grayclad troops had to move in closer before they
could trade shots with Northexrn soldiers.lo From the opposite sides
of the bills, "Rebs" and "Yanks" speat scwe time coanstructing rifle
pits and gun emplacements. ‘

From their vantage points oa the hills, the Virginians could see
Washington and the unfinished dome of the Capitol. At times they were

close enough to hear trains arriving at the Washingtoa station.d At

7 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Morgan, Rcminisconces, 87.

8 Hunter, Jchnny Reb and Billy Yank, T78.

9 Diexy of Robert Garlick Hill Kean, entry of Sept. 15, 1861,
University of Virginia Library. EHercalter cited as Kean Diary.
Kean, a private in Co. G, lith Va., later became head of the Con-
federate Burcau of War. EHis dlexy has been published under the
title, Inside the Confederate Goverrment; Thce Diary of Robert
Garlick Hill Kean, Head of thc Bureau of War, ed. by Baward sounger
(Wew York, 1957). GSee also Lynchburg virginian, Sept. 24, 1861,

10 Holland, "Recollections,” Nov. 22, 1959.

11 Richard Buck to father, Sept. 3, 1861, Buck Letters.
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other times they watched the Washington (La.) Artillery fire at a
Federal balloon sent aloft to observe Confederate movemcnts.12
While om patrol, the men frequently visited meighboring farms and
enjoyed homecooked meals.l3

In August and Septembef, Falls Church was a particularly pleasant
assignment. The duty lasted for four or five days ard required omly
company-strength units. As a result, picket was a vacatiorn from the
discipline, drill and inspections of the Brigade camp. The men read,
slept, wrote letters, played cards and stood only an occasiomal watch.
The days were waxrm; the nights, comfortdble.lh In September, when |
autumun rains began, the adventure decreased in pleasure.l5 As the
weather turned colder, the men became more uncomfortable. "I am
bitterly cold every mormning by daybreak, even now wher this weather
is Just becoming frosty," Pvt. Kean counfided to his diary. '"When

w16 1. ILynchburg,

17

the thermometer is at zero, I shall perish outright.

meanwhile, women were busily sewing winter uniforms for Company A.

12 Morgan, Reminiscences, 87; Charles T. ILoehr, War History of the
0ld First Virginia Infantry Regiment, Army of Northern Virginia
(Richmond, 1864), 1l4. Hereafter cited as Loehr, lst Virginia.

13 Morgan, Reminiscences, 90.

14 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, T1-T2.

15 Richard Buck to mother, Sept. 16, 1861, Buck Letters.
16 Kean Diary, Oct. 15, 1861.

17 1ymchburg Virginian, Sept. 16, 1861.
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Tragedy again touched Col. Garland, coumander of the 1llth Virginia.
In mid-August, his young son died. Susan Blackford stated that the
child never swmiled again after his mother's death.l8

When they returned from picket duty to Camp Harrison at Fairfax,
the soldiers suffered the tedious monotony of drill, often performed
poorly as leaders forgot their commands. Private Hunter, in a sister
regiment to the 1lth Virginia, worried as the Brigade stumbled hope-
lessly into a hollow square on the drill field. What would be the
results, he fretted, if they attempted execution under fire? Poor
performance by one company often threw the entire Brigade out of align-
mcnt.l9 Yet dxill need not always he monotony. Occasionally, while
maneuvering, the companies would encounter a rabbit. Throwing discipline
to the wind, soldiers scattered and gave chase in all directions. Even

the proudest companies were known to break ranks and join in the pursuit,

all crying "0ld Hare!" as they sought the rabbit.zo The Virginians

18 plackford, Memoirs of Life, I, Th; Blackford, Letters, 40.

19 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 79. Sergeant Richard Buck
memorized and recited a portion of Hardee's Tactics each night after
parade; see Richard Buck to father, Sept. 19, 1861, Buck Letters.

20 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, T7-80.
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enjoyed another trick which they practiced as often as possible. When
ordered to charge, they would outrun their officers, change directions,
and speedily return to camp.

After drill, the men participated in schoolboy sports: marbles,
follow-the-leader, football and cards. Draw poker was 50 great an
attraction a soldier would gamble away his pay and sign an "O. P."
("Order on the Paymaster“) to cover his debts.-t

During this tlme, the 1lth Virginia considered re-enlistment.
Company G, the "Home Guard," applied for transfer to the artillery--
much to Col. Garland's d:us:a,ppo.’s.n‘t;m::n.’c..22 Other units discussed
consolidation into a cavalry troop.23 Within the Regiment, Capt.
Langhorne of Company A became Major to f£ill Harrison's place; G.
Woodville Latham moved into Langhorne's rank as company commander.ah

In the third week of October, Longstreet's Brigade returned to
Centreville to prepare for winter quarters.25 The regiments con-

structed reasonably weatherproof housing by doubling their tent walls,

21 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, T5.

22 Kean Diary, Sept. 2k, 1861.
23 Richard Buck to Walter Buck, Jan. 25, 1862, Buck Letters.
2k Lynchburg Virginian, Aug. 27 and Sept. 24, 1861.

‘ 25 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 97;
Loehr, lst Virginia, 1h; Morgan, Reminiscences, 92; Hollsnd,
"Recollections,” Nov. 29, 1959; Kean Diaxy, Oct. 19, 1861.
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adding floors of broken plank fence rails, trenching the tent and
adding a stove or fireplace vented through the roof by the use of a
chimney of flour barrels. Some men dbuilt log cabins.26

Winter quarters offered a comfortable life. Food was plentiful.
The normal ration for each Confederate soldier consisted of one pound
of f}our or crackers and one-half pound of meat--normally fatback.
At Centreville, the men could ignore issued rations and trade with
the farmers who daily visited camp. Each regiment usually hung a
beef carcass in camp each day so that everyone had fresh meat to eat
or exchange.27 In addition to rations and trade foods, the Lynchburg
units received packages from their hometown Soldiers Relief Society.
Throughout the war, the Society supported John B. Tilden as he
carried packages and mail between Lynchburg and the various army
camps .

As the Brigade moved into its new quarters, it received a new
comnander. Brigadier Gen. Longstreet learned of his promotion to
Major General. The Virginians who held the Alabamian in high regard

2
were sorry to see him depart to division command. 9 Brigadier Gen.

’

26 Runter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yenk, 97; Hollamd, "Recollections,"
Nov. 29, 1959; Loenr, 1st Virgimia, 15.

" 27 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, T3-Tk.

28 Cnristian, Lynchburg, 209.

29 Longstreet's promotion is in Official Records, V, 892; his
division assignment in ibid, 896-97. See Hunter, Jobnny Reb and
Billy Yank, 80; and Kean Diary, Oct. 14, 1861, for soldier reaction to
ongstreet's departure. See also Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. 16, 1861.
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Charles Clark became Brigade commander for three weeks, and was
followed by Brigadier Gen. Richard C. Ewell.3° At this time, the

1lth Virginia contained 877 men, arranged as follows:

colonel
lieutenant colonel
major
adjutant
surgeon
assistant surgeon
quartermasters
captains
first lieutenants
second lieutenants
9 brevet second lieutenants
1l sergeant major
1 quartermaster sergeant
1 chief musician
43 sergeants
L7 corporals
3 musiclans
3 blacksmiths
731 privates

VWhwrEHE L
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Despite this strength, Cﬁl. Garland found it difficult to muster
his troops. At the end of October, he urged the sheriff in Lymchburg
to collect those soldiers overstaying sickleaves or fgrloughs. In
addition, a newspaper appeal warned the delinquents to report "forthwith"

to the sheriff.32 While at Centreville, the men in camp had enjoyed

30 orficial Records, LI, pt. 2, 349, 368. Ewell's assignment is in
Wise, 1T7th Virginia, L6, ‘

31 11th Virginia Records, Strength Retwrm for Oct., 1861.

32 Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. 30, 1861.
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the privilege of one- and two-day passes, as well as an occasional
thirty-day furlough.S3

On October 30, 1861, Governor John Letcher presented State flags
t0 each Virginia regiment. The Governor made a presentation speech,
to which each commander responded. The presentation was marred by
seve;al inebriated soldiers, who fired their weapons in an unscheduled
salute. A few officers, flustered before the Governor, created
further embarrassment by giving the wrong commands to their ranks.3h

Winter quarters did not mark an end to picket or patrol duties.
The units traveled from Centreville to&s.rd Falls Church and Alexandria
on many patrols. Picket assignments became increasingly unpleasant
as the nights turned 6older. Officers forbade fires; since frater-
nization had stopped, a campfire often invited artillery fire. Tents
offered little protection from the driving rains and penetrating winds .35

General James E. B. Stuart was in command of all outposts.36

33 wise, 17th Virginia, 47, 53-5k.

3k Kean Diary, Oct. 31, 1861. The ceremony, without reference to the
salute or the officers who "made asses of themselves,"”" was reported in
Lynchburg Virginian, Nov. 5, 1861 and Morgan, Reminiscences, k.

35 Holland, "Recollections,” Nov. 29, 1959. Kean Diary, Dec. 8, 1861,
reported a man "arrested for having a fire at his picket station."

36 official Records, LI, pt. 2, 349.
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Units assigned to picket duty reported to Stuart when they moved
forward. Some men were concerned that the infantrymen would be .hurt;
by Stuart's ever-active attempt to call attention to himsel:f.37

On December 20, 1861, under Stuart, the 1llth Virginia saw
sharp action. The Battle of Dranesville began as a chance encounter.
Stuart's command--the 1lth Virginia, 10th Alabama, 6th South Carolina
and lst Kentucky Regiments, plus 150 cavalry troops and 1 artillery
battery--were moving north toward Dranesville on & foraging mission.
The force acted as escort to an enormous wagon train sent from
Centreville to gather feed for the animals.

As they approached Dranesville, the Southerners met a Union
force moving east. Skirmishers exchanged fire, then companies engaged
until the entire mass was involved. Stuart sent word to Garland to
place two companies on each side of the road and move forward against
the Federal troops. Private Holland, in Company G on the left of thé
road, peered ahead at the massed ranks of the enemy and decided that
the "irhole world looked blue.”" The Federal force raised a cheer and
started forward. Holland felt an arm on his shoulder and turned to
see Stuart beside him. "Stand your ground. Diel" Stuart roared to
"his troops. A fierce .battle ensued. The artillexry battery moved

into the center of the road in order to have & clear shot at the enemy.

37 Kean Diary, Sept. 15 and 18, 1861.
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"We've got ertillery, too" yelled the blueclad soldiers as they
gave way toba battery of Federal guns which moved forward and |
unlimbered. The enemy cannon blasted the Confederate lines with
telling effect. The 1Oth Alabama, ahead of the Virginians, broke
and fled through the ranks of the llth Regiment. Colonel Garland
learned that all staff officers in the Alabama unit had fallen. He
located the senior Alabama company commander and instructed him to
reform his regiment behind the Virginians. In that formatiom, the
Confederate force withheld the Federal attacks until the forage
wagons could be withdrawn to safety. Both forces engaged in several
encounters, yet they remained reasonably static.38

Aware that he was greatly outnumbered, Stuart, after two hours
of fighting, ordered a withdrawal. He had suffered 43 men killed,
143 wounded and 8 missing, of which the 1llth Virginia lost 6 dead
and 15 wounded. Stuart's report noted that only 27 of the 43 men
died on the field. The remaining sixteen later succumbed to
wounds.39

Private Phillip H. Franklin, also of Company G, wrote home that
he "was there and it was the hottest place I have ever beenvin

yet . . . their balls flew so thick that the pine leaves fell like

38 Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 29, 1959.

39 ofricial Records, V, L493-94., The Federal forces are covered in
ibid., 473-89. The Lynchburg Virginian, Dec. 23, 1861, carried an
account of the fight. .
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rain that they cut off."ho The men reasoned that they had fought
well but had been let down by Stuart.*l |

The battle was fought during a bitter cold spell. Many wounded
suffered because of the chill. The bodies of those killed in actiom
were frozen stiff by the time they arrived in camp. Om December 23,
a storm of snow, rain and sleet so buffeted the camp that the 1Tth
Virginia's commander issued a ration of whiskey to his battered
troops.

Once Dranesville had become & memory, the men experienced a
reasonably pleasant winter. Several groups abandoned their tents
and moved into cabins; food was plentiful; duties became light;
short leaves were available; and mall arrived from home.h3 By
January, 1862, many units had taken advantage of the bounty and

furloughs granted to those who re-enlisted for the duration.b'u

40 Pnil11ip Franklin to Henry R. Franklin, Jan. 3, 1862, Franklin
Papers, Virginlia Historical Society. Hereafter cited as Franklin
Papers.

k1 Ibid. Franklin, who felt that "the llth did herself a great
deal of credit," did not blame Stuart. Kean Diary, Dec. 21, 1861,
and Blackford, Iife in Virginia, I, 117, 119, 121, disapproved of
Stuart's role.

42 yige, 17th Virginia, 42, L49.

43 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Richard Buck to mother, Dec. 15, 1861,
expressed disappolintment that scme men were so cold that they even
worked on their cabins on Sunday.

L4 official Records, V, 1016-17, contains the Comfederate Aruy
General OUrder outlining the re-enlistment law.
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One problem that plagued all in camp was the procurement of enough
firewood.hs In January and February, constant rains made wagon |
movements almost impossible and seriously threatemed efforts of
the men to gather enough wood to keep warm.%
By March, 1862, the constant cold diminished, although the rains
continued. On March 1, as the Spring thaw spread, Richard Buck
informed his father that he was "still in the dark as fo what move
is axrticipated."hT Already the baggage had been sent to the rear.
All hands knew that something was afoot. On March 5, William
Blackford noted in his diary that all cars and engines of the
Orange and Alexandria Rallroad had been withdrawn from civilian

L8

service. The Army was preparing to move again. The men were not

sure where, yet they were certain that more battles lay ahead.

45 Kean Diary, Nov. 19, 1861.

4 Richara Buck to father, Feb. 6, 1862, Buck Letters.

YT pid., Mar. 1, 1862.

48 Blackford Diary, Mar. 5, 1862.



CHAPTER IV

MUD, MARCHING, MISERY, MAYHEM

Throughout the war, the men of the llth Regiment would look back
on the winter of 1861-1862 as their most pleasant period. Food,
furloughs and leisure were ample; duty was light; and the enemy was
always near enough to keep a mam alert. To some, the winter provided

"a new experience, more like & frolic than the sterm realities of
1 .

”n

war. On March 8, 1862, that new experience ended as the 1llth
Virginia broke camp and began to move south.

Despite several warnimgs and practice starts, the troops found
themselves unprepared. Men attempted to crowd all their comfort items
into haversacks, valises or carpetbags--only to abarndon them after
the march 5egan. The Regiment used camp materials to create Quaker
or dummy cannons, stuffed scarecrows to man the false guns and worked
noisely to project the idea of aggressive intentioms.a Limited by

lack of wagoms, units burmed equipmeant, material amd food that did mot

1 Reeve, "Reminiscences,"

2 Morgan, Reminiscences, 95; Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, -
99"100 ° : . X

43
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have to be carried.3 With spring rains, evea empty wagoms floundered;
’overloads could mean coumplete loss of vehicle amnd cargo.

Not unexpectedly, the march began poorly. Axrtillery and cavalry
churned already muddy roads, wagors mired, Infantrymem wallowed im
the resulting wmuck. The Brigade sloshed two and ome~half miles the
first day. Lacking exercise, overloaded, carrying hand luggage,
the men were delighted to leave the congested roads and fimd shelter |
in a woods. The mext day, after crossing Bull Run at Stone Bridge,
the force bivouacked at Gainesville; on the following eveniné it
arrived in Warrenton. Overwhelmingly ieary and discouraged, the men
began to discard suitcases and to reduce loads im their backpacks,
Farm folks, alert to thelr opportunity, stood at the roadside to reap
gairs from soldiers' losses. Reaching the Blue Ridge Mountains om
the fourth day, the regiments traveled sixteem, sometimes seventeen,
miles per day so that March 12 found them through Washingtom and
Sperryville into Waterloo, where they speat the might. Exhaustion
had overtaken many men, causimg them to straggle from ranks. Om
March 14, in a dremching raim, the Brigade reached Hazel Rum; on the
16th, it passed through Culpeper amd turmed toward Oramge. Om March 18,

slipping and swearing, sometimes im mud two feet deep, the panting force

3 Wise, 1Tth Virginia, Sk.
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arrived at Orasge, where weary amd exkausted mem collapsed for a three-
day rest. Om March 22, with the streets a "perfect swamp,” the troorps -
marched from Orange and moved oke mile beyord where they camped for twe
weeks at a Dr. Taylor's ru:m.u The raims kad been heavy, and the
men suffered from sickmess, fatigue ard expesure.5
Conditions grew worse. Om April 3, the Brigade embarked on a
night march via Vidiersville amd Macedonia Church. They arrived om
the 6th at Louisa. Havimg faced raiam, smow and hail for the last twe
days, the beaten soldiers found themselves at the exd of their tether.
Ome veteran of the march described this leg as ome of the "most dis-
agreeable wmarches of the campaiga." Thke route had beea cress-country
into tke face of the storm. The troops had arrived "wet as rats,

covered with nmi."6

Private Euater foeurd the mud extraordimary:
"real Louisa Couaty mud, & dark red loam, as hard to get rid of as if
it had been tar sad turpc:tiae."7 At this critical mocument, the mew
Brigade commander, Brig. Gem. A. Powell Hill, made & faverable first
impression by digging imto his owm pocket te buy a barrel of whiskey

for issue to all hands. The raim cemtimued, yet the mem rested the

L Reéve, "Remimiscences."

> Wise, 1Tth Virginia, 5k.

6 Reeve, "Remimiscences.”

T Bunter, Johxmy Reb asd Billy Yask, 101.
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following day in somewhat higher spirits.S

While on the march, the llth Virginia experienced several cﬁanges
in leadership. Hill became head of the newly designated First Brigade.
His promotion may have resulted from & recoumendation by Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston. The letter also indicated that Col. Garland, commander of
the 1lth Regiment, was qualified for flag rank and "fully competent to
coumand" a brigade.9 Within the Regiment, companies conducted electicns
for officers who would lead following the reorganization scheduled to
take place as enlistments expired. Conscription brought in new
recruits and enlarged the size of companies. These replacement troops
were married and older than the original menbers 10

After the troops départed Louisa County, the pace quickened with
the news concerning action near Yorktown. On April 8, the Brigade
headed for Richmond. On the 16th, after a four-day delay to permit
thelir wagons to catch up, the Virginians marched through their capital

singing "The Girl I Left Behind Me." They boarded ships and steamed

8 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Loehr, lst Virginia, 17, aend Wise, 17tk
Virginia, 56, mention the ration of grog.

9 official Records, V, 1058, contains Johnston's letter. Ibid., LI
51k-15 covers Hill's aessignment. Ewell was promoted to major general
end a higher cocumand.

10 Morgan, ‘Reminiscences, 96, recounted the election within Co. C.
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dowa the James River te King's Mill.n By the 18th, they were in
the lixes at Yeorktown.

Tke raia continued, "mot & rushing driviag raim, but a ceaseless,
persisteat, busimness-like raim that gave me premise ef lettimg up.”
The Yorktowm tremchkes permitted a mam me place te lie dewa er build
a fire. Te Pvt. Huuter, life offered "me fire, me comfeort, mo hepe.”
Fellowing an all-anight watch, breakfast meant emly three "seggy
crackers” washed dowa im "dirty waterg"lz Adding te the raia,
artillery skells and salpers' bullets ripped the tremches. The
ceastant dewnpeur created much imsecurity te the expeaed infantry-
man, who could mever be certain his musket weuld fire. Mea weuld upemd
thelr weapons te find the barrel filled with water.l3 The enecwy was
clese eneugh s¢ that ke could shell at will; the seunds amnd results
of his emngineering were very evidexnt.

Hill's orders required that he work to improve the ACcnredero.te
defenses. The tremches resembled ditches. Hill's men begam draiming

all water im order teo provide plamkiag for a dry rwcng.m After a

41 Hunter, Johmny Reb amd Billy Yauk, 103-Ok.

12 1d., 104-05.
13 Ibid’o, 1050

14 orricial Records, LI, pt. 2, 543.
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time in the trenches, the Virginisms relinquished work to amether:
brigade and moved to the rear for dry clotkes amd hot meals. The
soldiers used the old sbardorned winter quarters of Maj. Gen. John
B. Magruder. The 17th Virginia Imfantry received aa extra bonus in
the reserve area whea their comander authorized amother whiskey
1ssue.15 Om April 26, while im reserve, the army uaderweat a re-
organization that changed officers withia companies dbut did met
affect the regimemtal staff .16

On the laat day of April, the 1llth Virgimia stecd at 750 men.
The mumber, however, was deceptive. A later report showed 889 men
in the Regiment, yet listed omly 415 as "presemt for ciu‘l:;r."l7

Rair, cold and treach life weakemed the Yorktowa forces. Private
Hunter, himself a victim, estimated that one-reurl;h of kis regimeat
had succumbed to colds. His "hospital" comsisted of a temat mot far

behind the Confederate limes. Tke temt kheld four men whe lay ean &

15 Huuter, Johany Reb azd Billy Yaxk, 107.

16 Loenr, 1lst Virgimia, 106. Humter, Johusy Reb axd Billy Yemk, 111,
expressed ome soldier's disapproval of the election results.

17 orficial Records, XI, pt. 3, 479-8k, 614-15.
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blanket spread upon the ground without pillow er cover. Yet, Humter
noted, they were falirly d:r:,r.l8

At Yorktown, the Brigade witnessed its first amd only "drumming
out." Wher two comvicted deserters had served out their semtence,
the Brigade drew up in a lime at opem ranks. Follewing a solemn
reading of the findimgs of the court-martial, the men, escerted by
& guard, drunmer and fifer, emtered the field. To the tume of "The
Rogue's March," the men, heads shaver, marched and countermarched
the leagth of the Brigade, thea returmed to the cemter of the ranks,
where they were dismissed. The men locked silly with their shaved
heads, "but mo ome smiled,” observed a witnesa.lg

On the evening of May 3, 1862, Hill's Brigade begam its retreat
from Yorktown. Net surprisingly, it was raiming, snd the reads were
"truly deplorable."@® Sludging through the mud, the mem could kear
the demolition of Cenfederate mumitiocas axd artillery covering the
withdrawal., Horses and mules were literally buried im the mud aad

n2l

"allewed to perish om the spot. Ia anotker beg, the imfantrymen

came upor & mired artillery plece aad caissom. The mem, ordered teo

18 Huater, Johumry Reb and Billy Yank, 112. See alse Morgana,
Reminiscences, 90.

19 Humter, Johzmy Reb and Billy Yaamk, 122-23.

20 wige, 17th Virginiz, 57.

21 Morgam, Rewinlscemnces, 100.
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kelp push the gumn free, were relieved by Gea. Hill, whe blasted the
camnoreers: "Damm you, you expect .inrutry to do everything. Get
to work yourselvesl" When they fimally quit feor the amight, the
seldiers huddled im fence cormers or erected crude shelters by usiamg
their packs stacked upea femce rails .22
Oa March 4, the weary troops trudged imto Williamsburg, where
they settled for the day im celd misery mear the Imsane Asylum.
As the wagous had become hopelessly bogged, me ratioms were available.
Morday, May 5, was amother day of steady rain. Im a field mear
the llth Virginia, Pvt. William R. Smith awcke early, cecked soue
coffee and bacon, them sat dowa to eat his meager meal. Firiamg
began beyond Williamsburg toward Yorktowa. Scom came the call te
fall imto ramks.>> Omce formed, Hill's Brigade returmed to towa,
marcked through west to east, turned south acress some fields and
formed a battle line in & deep hollow. As they passed threugh
Williamsburg, each maa dreopped his pack om the lawmn of omne of the
homes im towm. Oace im battle positiem, the seldiers ceuld see that
they were on the extreme rigat of the Confederate lime. They appeared
te be in rese:rvrv.e.al+ Fert Magruder lay te the Brigade's left. Thae

22 Hollamd, "Recollectioms," Dec. 13, 1959.

23 Diary of William Ramdolph Smithk, 1Ttk Va. Regimemt, eantry for
May 5, 1862, University of Virginia Library. Smith died at Frayser's
Farm. George S. Pickett, Smith's messmate, found the diary amd made
additiomal emtries. Hereafter cited as Smith-Pickett Diary.

2k Morgan, Remimiscexrces, 103.
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regiments had been under sporatic artillery fire since emerging from
Williamsburge.

At mid-morning, orders arrived for the Virginians to move due
south to meet an advancing Federal body. The Brigade formed a.line
of battle with the lst, Tth and 1llth Virginia Regiments in front and
the 17th Virginia in reserve. The formation was a close column, men
spaced at half-arm's length. Once formed, the Brigade crossed an
open field toward & pine forest. There the men halted and loaded their
veapons.25

With the 1llth Virginia formed, Lt. William Morgan of Company C
found himself standing near Col. James L. Kemper of the Tth Virginia.
Weapons loaded, both awaited orders Just as a line of men appeared in
a cleared spot within the pines. Although the line was 100 yards away,
Morgan could see brass buttons shining on blue uniforms. Kemper
called Gen. Hill's attention to the group. Hill scanned the line
through his field glasses. "Yes, they're Yankees," he called. "Give
it to them!" The regiments delivered a volley into the woods, most
of the soldiers firing blindly.20 ‘

Soon came the command to charge. The soldiers, miserable in the
rain and awed by the dark forest, hesitated. Hill moved in front of the

11lth Regiment, pistol in hand, signaled his Brigade to follow, and

25 Smith-Pickett Diary, May 5, 1862.

26 Morgan, Reminiscences, 103-Ok.
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stepped into the trees. The whole line moved over a fence and down

a slight slope through the woods. It came under heavy musket fire
from troops concealed by the trees. Morgan could hear the "sip, sip"
of rifle balls cutting through the branches. Men began to fall. The
line hesitated, then slowed &8 Virginians knelt to steady thelr aim.
Still no enemy appeared. By now the Brigade, which entered the

forest as a unit, had dissolved into regimental sections. Somewhere
in the forest a shout sounded: "They're running!" and the gray
infantry line rose in pursuit. The chase lasted 700-800 yards, with
no bluejackets in sight except for the wounded lying on the ground. |
The woods gave way to a clearing; at this spot a small Federal firce
had taken refuge behind some felled timber for a last-ditch stand.

The Virginians fell back to the shelter of the forest and returned the
Union fire. Morgan saw Col. Garland, his arm in a sling. Garland
ordered a charge, but Capt. Adam Clements of Compa._ny C asked for an
opportunity to concentrate his muskets on the log fort with the hope
of softening the defenses. Garland comsented and the company of
Southern riflemen poured their fire into the logs until they perceived
a slackeping of Federal return fire. Without command, the men rose
and charged the fort, thirty yards into the cleaxring. The Federals
scattered. Some ran and were shot; others hid and were captured; many
fell, dead or wounded in the exchange of fire. Gathering their

. prisoners, the llth Virginia returned to the shelter of the forest,
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where they remained for the rest of the da.y.27

After daxrk, the units reformed, made contact with groups on
either side, and withdrew from the forest. Returning to Williamsburg
to retrieve their packs, the men marched out of town, turned off the
road into a muddy field and slept until daybreak. The night was no
less wretched than the day had been. Everyone was wet; fires were
impossible. Yet the men rolled up in their blankets and slept from
exhaustion.28

On May 6, they awoke, stiff and unrefreshed, under orders to
continue the retreat toward Richmond. As they marched, the soldiers
reviewed the previocus day's battle. Everyone knew that they had
achieved another victory; they also knew that the cost had been high.
Hill's Brigade lost 67 killed, 245 wounded and 1l missing. Of this
total, the 1llth Virginia, with 26 killed, 105 wounded and 3 missing,

had made the greatest Bacrifice.ag

The official reports heaped praise
upon both Hill's Brigade and his individual regiments. Eill reported
that his forces had fought %or seven hours, often expending their
entire ammunition allowance; and then searching the field for enemy

ordnance. He boasted of taking 160 priscmers, 8 a.rtillery pleces and

2T Morgan, Reminiscences, 104-09. Company C lost 4 men killed,
plus "many" injured in the described action.

28 smith-Pickett Diary, May 5, 1862.

29 official Records, XI, 569. The Lynchburg Virginianm, May 9, 1862,
quoting a telegram from Adj. J. L. Meem, listed the killed, wounded and
missing by name for each company.
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7 stands of colors. Colonel Garland received special mention for kis
leadership and courage in continuing to direct fire despite his
wound.3o Lieutenant Morgan overheard Cols. Garland and Kemper
discuss Garland's wound. Kemper was envious and congratulated the
1lth Virginia Commander. 'Yes," replied Garland, "I always wanted
an honorable wound in this war."3l The troops did regret that the
retreat required all Confederate wounded who were unable to move be
left behind on the fields or in town.

Official reports failed to mention that the soldiers often
found their weapons wet and useless. On occasion they hastily
grabbed an enemy rifle, with the hope that it would fire. Even then,
accuracy becames impossible as wet powder refused to fire.32

The retreat from Williamsburg degenerated into & punishing
stumble along almost impassable roads. Wagons had disa.ppeared; men
trudged along without food. Late on May 6, the Brigade reached
Bushes Mill. By the 8th they had found their wagons, eaten a full
meal and advanced to Long Bridge over the Chickahominy River. On

30 opficial Records, XI, 575-79, contains Hill's Report. J. E. B.
Stuart's report, in ibid., 571, speaks of the "heroic courage and
fighting tactics of the Eleventh. « . " Garland's wound resulted
from a rifle ball passing through the flesh of his left shoulder.

31 Morgan, Reminiscences, 1lk.

32 southern Historical Society Papers, XXI (16893), 104. Hereafter
cited as SHSP.
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May 9, the Brigade was within twenty miles of Rickmond. Private
Smith's shoes gave out on May 15 as the Brigade came within sight
of the Confederate capital, four miles away.5S On June 2, the
soldiers entered camp near Darbytown. The Union forces followed,
yet dild not press the Confederate rear. From Darbytown, and the
next week from their camp on the Mechanicsville turnpike, the
Regiment took turns standing picket duty and monitoring the Federal
advance. -

At Darbytown, Col. James L. Kemper, of the Tth Virginia, became
Brigade commander with A. P. Hill's promotion to major génera.l.
Garland received & promotion to brigadier and depaxrted to command
his own brigade. David Funsten, second in command to Garland, became
colonel and assumed leadership of the llth Virginia. Major Langhorne
moved up to regimental executive officer and Capt. Adam Clements of
Company C became the new major.3h

Richmond lay close enough to camp to become an irresistable
lure to .the men of Hill's (soon-to-be-called Kemper's) Brigade.
Most of the 1lst Virginia were from the Capitsal Citjr, and the entire

brigade sought methods to visit town. So many men were successful

33 smith-Pickett Diary, May 15, 1862.

3% opricial Records, XI, pt. 3, 543, 569, 5Th. See also Lynchburg
Virginian, May 28, 1ldo2. :
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that the Brigade departed for the Battle of Seven Pines with the
lst Virginia reduced to skeleton size.

The afternoon of May 30 had seen a storm buffet the area with
lightning and winds, then settle into & drenching downpour that
lasted until well after dark. Near midnight the long roll of the
drums called the troop into ré.nka. Once aligned, each man held out
his cartridge box and received sixty rounds of ammunition. Next the
comulssary sergeant, alded by lantern light, issued three days'
rations. The men broke ranks, cooked and packed thelr food, and
made a final ckeck of firearms before returning to their blankets.
Before dawn, in & slight drizzle, another long roll announced that
the march would soon begin. The move commenced early, yet soon
lagged as high water rendered creek crossings virtually impossible.
Fords rose breast khigh, the men wading with cartridge box, rifle and
haversack held overhead. Still only five miles from Richmond, the
Virginians halted and sprawled along the road. Many sat on stones
or fence rails to avoid the mud and water. Another short hike brought
the troops to a field where an attempt to light fire_s was soon
abandoned. The soldiers ate their bacon and bread cold.

At midday the men had moved only two additional miles.  Yet

by this time the ranks of the lst Virginia had begun to return to
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normal. Men slipped into place after a quick hike from Richmond;
somne brought friends or younger brothers.35 The lst Virginia

had been so small at dawn that the men had merged with the Tth
Regiment. As the ranks swelled, the lst Virginia resumed its own
organization.3® Little sdditional movement occurred until late in
the afternoon, despite steady musketry that commenced shortly after
noon.

Between 4 and 5 p. m., the Brigade advanced in support of
units already engaged in battle. The regiments formed in colwm
with the llth Virginia at the head. The command to load rang out
and to William Morgan, now captain of Company C, the noise of
"ramrods rattling down musket barrels sounded like clods felling
on & coffin lid."37

The column came under heavy fire as it moved one mile east on
the Willismsburg Road. The men emerged from & wooded stretch of road
and turned right. Ahead lay a Federal camp fronted by unmanned

breastworks. The camp appeared to be deserted. The entire Brigade,

35 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 127-32.

36 Loehr, lst Virginia, 23-2k.

37 Morgan, Reminiscences, 12l.
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still in column, plowed through the mud about the breastworks and
drove straight into the enemy camp. As the Virginians penetrated
the tent area, they met a murderous fire from the woods beyond the
camp. Smoke and haze obscured the Federal infantrymen. The awkward-
ness of the closed ranks prevented the Virginians from returning the
fire. The Southern column slowed, then faltered under the punishing
volleys. Men desperately sought cover in the level, tent-ﬁlied
compound. Rifle balls tore through the campground. Without--perhaps
despite--orders, the grayclad troops fell back and regrouped behind
the breastworks built by Federal troops. The campsite, erected in a
farm courtyard, became a Jumbled scene of confusion, mud and death.
The rain had stopped, yet mud puddles reached depths of three feet.
Wounded men died, drowning as they slipped below the surface of the
yard. Crouched in the ditches behind the breastworks, soldiers could
feel bodies in the mud beneath their feet. The carnage appalled men
experienced in war. Private Hunter, cowering in the ditch, watched
& friend raise his head over the breastworks, saw a red spot appear
on the man's forehead, and caught him 85 he fell dead.3C Men in the
Brigade, standing walst deep in wud, cringed another hour before

rallying behind a Confederate flank attack. The Virginians charged

38 Hunter, Johnuy Reb and Billy Yank, 137.
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and cleared the woods beyond the camp. The spent soldiers remained in
the woods until nightfall. As the battle diminished, the men withdrew
for the night to a forest a few miles to the rear.

The day had been bloody: in five minutes, as the Confederates
rushed among the Federal tents, the 17th Virginia had lost seventy-five
mcn.39 The intense firing three times had shattered the flag staffs.ho
The 11th Virginia lost 29 killed and 127 wounded.l‘l Colonel Funsten
and Lt. Col. Langhorne suffered injuries that forc.ed both to inactive
duty. Captain Fowlkes died at the head of Company F. A return sub-
mitted ten days after the battle listed regimental strength at 38
officers and 913 enlisted men. The report further stated that, in
the past two months, T4 men hacl succunbed--12 from disease--and 230

had been wounded in action since the Virginians arrived at Yorktovn.h‘?‘

39 Bunter, Johmny Reb and Billy Yank, 137.

40 yise, 17th Virginia, Tl.

b1 Lynchburg Virgt mian June L, 1862. Adjutent Meem died at Seven
Pines. John W. Daniel, the new adjutant, sent the telegraphic report.
Ibid., June 1k, 1862, carried an exciting account of the wounding of Lt.
Col. Langhorne by the man who carried Langhorne from the field.

%2 13th Virginia Records, Strength Return for June 10, 1862.
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On Sunday, June 1, the men lingered over their breakfast while
trying to piece together individual events of their batfle. Many
bitter complaints were made about the mad rush against an entrenched
enemy while in a tight column. The soldiers held Kemper to blame
for the useless waste.h3 After breakfast the Brigade, expecting a
Federal attack, returned to the Federal tent city in the farmyard.
Sporadic firing occurred throughout the day, but Kemper's men saw no
action. After sundown, the Virginians moved to the reaf and slept
in an open field. Men dismantled fences in order to lie on the rails
above the mud. On June 2, the soldiers returned to camp on the

outskirts of :R:I.chmond..mL

L
3 Hunter, Johmny Reb and Billy Yank, 147-48.
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CHAPTER V

GREEN APPLES,  GREEN CORN

In the weeks following Seven Pines, the 1lth Virginia relaxed at
camp, rehashed past events, and recuperated from the physical and
emotional damage of the battle. The soldiers, stumned by the
savagery they had endured, found it easy to accept the monotony of
the rear area as they uawound from the temsions of their fight.

Simple tasks took on a special significance. Private Hunter
described the ceremony of breakfast. To him and his messmate, the
morning meal became an event of great enjoyment over which they
lingered. First, each group would staxt its fire. The mea would
then reach into their pack, unwrap and slice & strip of bacon, place
their cracker or hardtack near the fire to warm, and, using their
remrod as a spit, hold the bacon in the fire. When it ignited, they
held the drippirg bacon over their toasting cracker, letting the
cracker absorb the grease. At the same time, one member of the
group would £111 tins with water. "Coffee,” brewed from roasted
rye or parched cora, boiled ten minutes. By the time the coffee
was ready, the bacon had cooked and the hardtack was toastetd. The

men then sat dowm to enjoy their meal. For those with a sweet tooth,
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sorghum molasses could be used to sweeten the coffee or cracker. As
an alternative to coffee, soldiers brewed sassafras tea. After break-
fast, if time permitted, men filled their briar pipes from special
tobacco bags made by loved ones at home and smoked while finishing
their coffee.l For the man who could afford extras, the sutler sold
coffee for $1.50 per pound, and sugar for $1.00 per pound. Butter
cost $1.25 per pound, and eggs were $1.00 per dozen. Writing paper
was 5¢ per sheet, as were envelopes.2
By mid-June, 1862, the Regiment's tents were too hot for daylight
use. The camp attracted insects so that flies made sleep almost
impossible outdoors. The men drilled occasiocmally, wrote letters,
played cards and exchanged camp gossip. Stuart's ride around Mcciellan,
and Jackson's Valley Campaign, were subjects for much prideful talk.3

Camp life was not completely free of war; companies on picket duty

maintained contact with the Federal force.h

1 Hunter, Johmny Reb and Billy Yank, 146-47. While "Johnny Reb"
had to drink ersatz coffee, his tobacco was real. "Billy Yank" smoked
"a vile compound of chickory, cabbage and sumac leaves." Ibid., 2kb.

' 2 Smith-Pickett Diary, June 10, 1862. Unless men bought extras,
nearly all meals were cooked from the same ingredients.

3 Bunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 160, 163.

4 Smith-Pickett Diary, Juae 18, 1862. Smith reported a heavy
skirmish in which 50-60 casualties occurred.
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Oa Wednesday, June 25, 1862, the Regiment's peaceful interlude
ended Just after dinner when the loxg roll called the weam into ramks.
Sergeants distributed issues of ammunition and food, them imstructed
everyone to leave all extra clothes iam their knapsacks at camp and
carry only light marching gear. In a short time the Brigade was
underway, marching counterclockwise through the Richmond suburbs.
Late at night the men halted in a field on the Mechanicsville turan-
plke, three miles from the capital, where they ate a hasty supper
and slept. On Thursday, instead of the hurried pace of the previous
night, the Virginiams leisurely moved toward Mechamicsville. At
Meadow Bridge, crossing the Chickahominy, the ranks split to permit
horsemen to pass. One rider was Gen. Lee on "Traveler." Near
Coumpany C, Lee asked the ldentity of the umit.

"Th§ Eleventh Virginisa," a dozen voices roared.”

A shoxrt distance beyord the river, the Brigade rested in a pine
wood. The day was hot; men stretched thelr blankets overhead for
shade, themn lay and fanned themselves with their tin plates. As the
afternoon lengthened, a sigmal gun sounded, followed by the thunder of

battle. The actiom occurred a few miles to the east but did mot

> Morgamn, Remimnlscences, 134-35.
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involve Kemper's men. They remained in the shade tryimg to plot
the battle by interpreting the sounds that comtirued until after
sunset.

Having experienced a forced night march, then a day of inactivity,
the men on June 27 were irritated to find themselves roused before
dawn. Toey were hurried toward thke sound of the previous day's battle,
then halted, unexplainedly, on & causeway traversing the Chickahominy
Swamp. The men lined the edges of the road and, as it was still dark,
went back to sleep. Awakened again, they ate a cold breakfast of hard
crackers, raw bacon and swamp water.

Another signal gun sounded. Kemper called his Brigade to crder
and marched them through Mechanicsville. The town lay im a ruined
heap; its people were busy tending hundreds of wounded men. Outside
Mechanicsville, the men remained on reserve alert for the greater
portion of the day. Ahead, the battle moved eastward as Gem. D. H.
Hill's Division assalled the Federal lines. Kemper ard his men
trailed behind the battle. Though within ememy artillery raage, the
Virginians did mot come uxder any concentrated fire. In mid-aftermoom

they halted as a rumor swept the ranks that the new battle sounds to

6 Huanter, Joknny Reb and Billy Yank, 166-68.
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the north of Hill represented Stonewall Jackson, who had just arrived
from the Shenandoah Valley and was hitting the Federal flamnk. The
news spread "like an electric flash."T

About 6 p. m. that evening, as the troops were brewing evening
coffee, intense musket fire broke out a half-mile ahead. The
Brigade unstacked arms, fell into ranks amd stood at the ready.
Occasional stray bullets whistling through the air caused the wmen
to crouch and eveantually lie dowa in ranks. In the fading light of
sunset, they finally reformed for a rapid march toward the eacounter.
The troops reached the field after dark only to find that Gen. John
B. Hood's troops had already secured the objective. In the last
charge, the Virginians had sped past Gaines's Mill, after which the
battle--ancther Confederate victory--was named. By starlight, the
Brigade moved another 100 yards into a woods, where it bivouacked
for the night. Some men slept while others searched the field for
plunder. Many replaced worn blankets, haversacks or oilcloths. A

few exchanged rifles .8

T Bumter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 168-T0.

8 Morgan, Reminiscences, 135-36. See also Hunter, Johnny Reb and
Billy Yank, 170-73 aaxd Wise, 1T7th Virgixie, T72-75. Army officials
became concerned about men carrying differeat caliber weapous. The
Adjutant General ordered division coumanders to insure that all troops
within their units were capable of using the same cartridges im order
to avoid a "supply disaster." Official Records, XI, pt. 3, 640-Ll,
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Oa the following day Kemper's Brigade coantinued in reserve. The
men passed their time writing letters, seeking news and scavenging
the area Jjust taken from the Uniom forces. On June 29, they recrossed
the Chickahominy at Grapevine Bridge, built of pomntoons by the U, S.
Army. Keumper continued to follow the bluecoated army, although
never close emough to engage.9

On Moaday, June 30, still trailing the battle om dusty roads,
Kemper's Brigade finally caught up and fought at Frayser's Farm.
At 4 p. m., near the mansion, the Brigade formed a line of battle
on the extreme right of the Confederate line. The 1lth Virginia
charged from a position im the ceuter of the Brigade battle line.
Captain Kirkwood Otey, former coumander of the "Home Guard," led

the Regiment .l

The force rushed through a sometimes swampy under-
brush that broke the symmetry of the formation and created comfusioa.
The assault overran its objective, a Federal battery, but the coa-
fusion of the swamp and underbrush caused units to the left to
become disoriented. Kemper's men were in possessioca of the Uniom

guns. By penetrating the enemy lire, they had become subject to fire

from all directions. The Virginiaxs, unable to defexnd themselves im

9 Hunter, Joamay Reb and Billy Yank, 175. See also Wise, 17th
Virginia, 76.

10 Kemper's report is in Official Recocxrds, XI, pt. 3, 763-68. Adam
Clements, appointed to Major before Seven Pines, had traveled to
Campbell County to obtain a horse reguired for regimeantal staff assiga-
ment. Company commarders marched and fought on foot. See Morgan,
Reminiscences, 119. In the absence of regimental field afficers, the
senior company coumander led the regimeant.
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their exposed position, withdrew initially inm order, then 1a a chaotic
rout that required hard work on the part of the officers to stem.
Later, whea the Regiment returned to the rear, it counted 9 dead,

50 wounded and 31 men missing.la

Brigade losses were Ul killed, 205
wounded and 165 missing.

One of the most unusual stories of Frayser's Farm, and of the
Civil War, lies imn the pages of Pvt. William Rardolph Smith's diary.
His entry for Jume 25 told of the long roll amnd issue of ratioms.

He noted that there had been heavy cauxom fire, and he surmised that
there was "something afoot."l3 The next extry ran im a differeat
script. "This day a week ago, poor Ran wrote for the last time in
his diary not thimking it would be his last."lh The diary comtimued
to tell the story of how Smith had spent the night of Jume 25 chattimg
with his friends before marching away to battle. At camp, George S.
Pickett heard of the battle sounds during the Seven Days' battle amd
sought his friend. He searched the Frayser's Farm field uatil ke

located Smith's body. Pickett afterward coatinued his friemd's diary.

11 Hunter, Johnny Reb aund Billy Yank, 179-90.

12 orficial Records, XI, pt. 2, 973-84. See also Lynchburg Virginisa
July 3, 1862, for a list of casualties showing name, company and exten
of injuries. »

13 Swith-Pickett Diary, Jume 26, 1862.

b mpig., July 2, 1862.



68

In Lynchburg, William Blackford noted that Company G, the "Home
Guard, " had been in action for one year, during which tiwe they had
lost 13 killed and approximately 40 wounded. Blackford remembered
that some had called the Guard a "band box" company: fit for show
but not service. He reasoned that the men had now proved the in-
correctness of such a classii’ication.l5

On July 1, Kemper led his Brigade in pursuit of the retreating
Federal forces. The Virginians were stationed on the right of the
grayclad lines and saw no action. At the battle of Malvern Hill,
they remained in reserve. After several days' delay im the vicinity
of Harrison Bend, the men again returned to their Darbytown camp.l6

Camp life lasted more than a month, during which time units
rebuilt and retrained. Heat and nearby swamps cowbined to cause
much illness and many deaths.l7 On August 10, Gen. Kemper received
orders to "proceed without delay" via the Central Railroad to

Gordonsville.18

15 pilackford Diary, Aug. 1, 1862.

16 Wise, 1l7th Virginia, 90.

17 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 119.

18 orficial Records, XI, pt. 3, 675. The orders are dated Aug. 13,
1862, yet several sources indicate that the Brigade arrived om Aug. 10
in a "soaking rain." For example, see Wise, 17th Virginia, 92.
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On August 16, the Regiment departed on & twelve-day march to
Thoroughfare Gap.l9 The warch became hot, dusty arnd hungry. The
wen, with dustcoated hair, eyebrows and beards, received no food
rations as wagons fell far behind the masrch. Forced to improvise,
the soldiers lived on green corn and green apples, picked from fields
and orchards along the route. Using a reinforced cotton sheet as
shelter, they had thrown away the hated Sibley tent to sleep outdoors
in summer for the rest of the war.zo Colonel Corse led Kemper's
Brigade, as Kemper had temporarily taken charge of the Division.
Major Clements rode at the head of the 11tk Virginia.

On August 28, with artillery thundering ahead, the force marched
into Thoroughfare Gap aud proceeded unhurriedly aloag the railroad
toward the east. Despite the obvious engagement, the men halted short
of combat. The next day was hot, sultry, quiet and foodless. The
men had been without ratioms for several days. When the Brigade

formed before a cormfield, scores of mem slipped from ranks to gather

19 wise, 17th Virginia, 92-9%. The Brigade witnessed an artillery
fight on Aug. 23 near Braandy Station and sustiined an occasional
artillery round at their Waterloo camp.

20 John Dooley, John Dooley, Confcderate Soldier; His War Diary, ed.
by Joseph T. Durkin (Washington, 1945), 6-15. Hercaiter cited as Dooley,
John Dooley. A Georgetowa University student, Dooley remained with
the lst Virginia from Goxrdomsville until his capture at Gettysburg.

For an excellent description of the varieties of green cora and greea
apple menus, plus details of Confederate dress and equipment during
this campaign, see Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 238-41l. Huater
elaborated this material for aa article im shoP, XXI (1903), 37.
Hereafter cited as Hunter, "Antietam."
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food. To the practiced ear of the imfantry, the main struggle lay to
their left. They seemed to be outflankirg the Federal force. Several
veterans recognized the field as the scene of the Manassas battle of
July, 1861, and they found themselves facimg the Chinn House, about
which were ranged several artillery pieces heavily protected by
infantry.

The order to assemble came about 4 p. m. Men dropped their
blanket rolls, checked cartridge boxes, and loaded rifles. "Skirmishers
out," caused those infantrymen to move forward. Firing began with
the advance of the skirmishers. "Forward! Guide to the colors!

March!" sounded the order to proceed. The ranks crossed a plateau
without cheering; the only sound im the lines came from steady foot-
steps and rattling metal articles. As the regiments crossed a fenmce,
 the first artillery shell exploded in their front. The Federal batteries,
about one-half mile away, constituted the objective of the Confederate
assault.

The lines held iz mwiliitary oxder almost to the Chimn House,
from where Federal infaxtrymen rose from behind a-stone fence and
del?vered a volley at point-blank range. Breaking ranks, the
Confederates returned the musketry. After a ten-minute firefight, the

Southerners drove back the Union forces. The bluecoats retreated imto
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an oncoming Federal counterattack that hit the Virginlans with increased
fury near Chinn House. The Brigade successfully resisted and, with
reinforcements, secured the day's victory. Kemper's Brigade, assured
of its objective, watched the battle rage in other parts of the field.
When the entire Union line broke, the Confederates followed in pursuit
until nightfall.®l Private Edgar Warfield spent part of the night
scavenging for new shoes .22
The Battle of Second Manassas had been severe. Private Hunter
fired all sixty of his cartridges. His shoulder turned black and blue
from the recoll of his rifle, and his face was coated with carbon
from the powder smoke. Many men, finding their muskets fouled after
about thirty shots, turned to the Enfields lying on the ground..23 The
1lth Virginia sustained & loss of 9 killed and 55 wounded.eu Colonel

Corse's report spoke well of the Regiment and its commander.25

21 Dooley, John Dool 20-24. See also Eunter, Johnny Reb and
Billy Yank, 245655,

22 Bdgar Warfield, A Confcderate Soldier's Memoirs (Richmond, 1936),
108. EHercafter cited as Warfield, Memoirs. warfield served in the
17th Virzinia from Alexandria to Appomattox. Barefooted at Manassas,
he searched unsuccessfully for shoes and finally conceded that "others
in a simllar state were ahead of me." Ibid.

23 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 255.

2h opficial Records, LI, pt. 1, 13k. See also ibid., XII, pt. 3,
560-62" a—

25 Ivid., XII, pt. 2, 625-27.
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The next dey the pursuit continued as the Virginians crossed Bull
Run at Sudley Mills Road and headed toward Fairfax. They ate well
that evening, thanks to food left im abandoned Federal haversécks and
camps .

Rain drenched tke soldiers om September 1 as they arrived at
Chantilly too late to participate im that battle. "Our ammunition
was wet, asnyway," Pvt. Huxter recalled. Still hungry, the memr
marched north through Dranesville, passed Leesburg, and speant the might
of September 5 near Big Springs. Tke next morning they crossed the
Potomac by stripping to the skin and hanging pack and clothes oa their
fixed bayonets. Since they were now in "Yaunkee" territory, the
soldiers fired their rifles to imsure reloading with dry powder.20
Prior to crossing the river, Ger. Lee ordered all sick and barefooted
Southerners to report tb Winchester rather than proceed northward.

A number of soldiers observed that many men, throwing away their

shoes 80 a3 to qualify as '"barefooted," used the order as an excuse

to avoid the campadign into Maryland.27 An additional loss of troops

26 Funter, Johnny Reb end Billy Yank, 266-73. See also Wise, 1Tth

Virginis, 105-00.

27 Johnston, Ccnfederate Boy, 131, and Buanter, Johnny Reb and Billy
Yank, 274, reported misuse of the order. Hunter estimated that the
"Barefoot Order" cost Lee 10,000 men.




73

resulted from lack of raticas. ©Stragglers foraging for food often lost
track of theilr outfit. The steady diet of green corn and green #pples
led to diarrhea and rendered scores of men unfit for duty. Lice,
which troubled men throughout the war, were particularly bothersoume
during the Maryland invasion, since the soldiers brought no extra
clothes and lived the entire time without change. Boiling the clothes
and swimming while dresscd seemed to have no effect upon the vermin.28

Tohe Southerners were disappointed and frustrated by the cold
reception they received at Frederick, Md.; yet they enjoyed making
purchases in the better stocked stores. They considered it a silent
endorsement of the Southexrn cause that merchants accepted Confederate
money. On Septeaber 1ll, in Hagerstown, the Virginians were surprised
to find themselves treated as guests. However, the next day the menu
returned to green cormn and green apples when the men moved into camp
beyond town.2?

On Sunday, September 14, the 1llth Regiment marched to hold the
gaps through South Mountain 80 a8 to permit the Confederate wagons to
escape Federal pursuit and to allow Jackson time to finish the

occupation of Harper's Ferry. The order to march reached camp at

28 Hunter, "Antietam," 38.

29 Wise, 1Tth Virginia, 110-11l. Warfield, Memoirs, 109, reported that,
on Sept. 6, 1862, the coumissary issued him his first food ration that
month: +two smcked herrings captured from a Federal sutler.
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5 a. m. Kemper's Brigade turned back through Hagerstown to the mountain.
Near 4 p. m., it came under Federal fire. The route of warch in the
battle areca was such that the regiments moved into position at an angle
t0 the Union lines, thus permitiing an enfilading fire. The command
to move forward led the grayclad units into a cornfield. As they
prepared to enter the struggle, the men af the 1llth Regiment learned
that Samuel Garland had died a few miles away while leading his North
Carolina Brigade. With "gloomy feelings," the Virginians continued
their advance.3o

The men reached their objective point barely in time to prepare
for the Federal force movicg toward them. The Southerners fought a
delaying action. They gave ground slowly to avoid being overwhelmed.
As darkness approached, the line buckled. Tahe Virginians momentarily.
broke for the rear, then rallied. Kemper entered coubat while Federal
forces ranged over the high ground above him. As a result, the
battle momentum pushed dowanhill. Coastant Socuthern effort and will
managed to slow the enemy gains. After dark the battle stopped. The
men rewained in thelr positica all night. Toward morming they withdrew.

At the battle of South Mountaln the Confederates comcluded that

they had fought a successful delaying action. True, they had been

39 pooley, Joun Dooley, 34-35.
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pushed back, but by such an overwhelming force that they felt no dis-
honor in their insbility to slow the Union tide. If the men complained,
it was to question why they had not been ordered into position before
the Federal army reached South Mountain .3+ Stragglers, the "Barefoot
Order," and the forced night march made it impossible to enumerate
casualties, but the most significant loss may have been that of Maj.
Adam Clements, commander of the 1lth Virginis, who never returned to
his unit after falling wounded at Boonaboro.32

On September 15, Kemper's Brigade, keeping ahead of Union
cavalry pickets, alternately marched and napped along the Harper's
Ferry road. It soon rejoined the main body of Lee's Army near
Sharpsburg, Md. The next day, as Longstreet moved the units about
the town's outskirts, the men felt that they were countermarching
{0 create an impressivon of great numbers. Federal artillexry kept
up an all-day barrage, yet most shells passed harmlessly overhead

into town. Toward evening, the Brigade moved to the southeast side

31 Dooley, Jochn Dooley, 32. See also Robert V. Johnson and C. C.
Buel (eds.), Battles and Lcaders of the Civil War (New York, 1884-1887),
II, 559-81. Hereafter cited as Battles and Leaders.

32 There is confusion as to whether Clemeats fell at Boomsboro or
Sharpsburg. This writer believes that his wound occurred om Sept. 1h4
at Boonsboro and that Capt. Robert M. Mitchell of Co. A led the llth
Va. at Antietam. See Lynchburg Virginian, Sept. 24, 1862.
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of Sharpsburg, where they slept with their weapons ready.33

Before dawn on Wednesday, September 17, artillery fire greetei
the uncomfortable soldiers. The llth Virginia, reduced to approxi-
mately eighty-five men, participated in further countermarching
before settling about noon to a position behind a fence on the
reverse slope of a hill.3h The Virginians lay facing the southernmost
bridge over Antietam Creek, at the extreme right of the Confederate
line. In front of the Virginians lay the remainder of Gen. David
R. Jones' Division, which included Kemper's regiments. Kemper had
returned to coumand his brigade. Colonel Corse resumed command of
his own regiment. Captain Robert M. Mitchell led the llth Virginia.
The forward brigades lined the bank of the creek with Gen. Robert A.
Toombs' Georgia brigade being responsible for the security of the
bridge. |

The Federal artillexry fire first concentrated on the far left of

33 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 147-49.

34 The estimated strength of Kemper's Brigade lay between 200-300.
The lst Va. had 8 officers and 9 enlisted men. Dooley, John Dooley, s,
Colonel Corse reported 9 officers and 24 men for the 17th Va. Official
Records, XIX, pt. 1, 90L-05. Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, placed
the strength of the 17th Va. at 7 officers and 41 men. The 1llth Va.
estimate appeared in Johnston, Confederate Boy, 147. All figures appear
to be estimates made after the campaign. '
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the position of the 1llth Virginia. By noon, an immense effort had
taken place; the principal action occupied the center wings of both
armies. Virginians crouched behind the hill could see the artillery
barrage that preceded the Federal assault. They thrilled to the
sight of the Union lines advancing, then crumbling and retreating in
the face of Confederate fire. By early afternoon it was apparent
that the emphasis was shifting toward the area of the 1lth Virginia.

The hill before the men obstructed the view of what is now
called Burneside's Bridge. 1In mid-éftexnoon, the sounds of cannon
and musketry reached their ears from directly in front of them. About
3 p. m., they became aware of the outcome when Toouwbs' men came
running over the crest. Commanding officers rallied their troops
in & field behind the fence where the 1llth Virginia and its sister
regiments lay. |

For a while, silence reigned; then individual voices could be
heard from beyond the hill. The voices were obviously Union officers
forming and aligning a Federal battle line. The drumbeat starte&
amid commands. Virginians, behiﬁd the fence, realized that they had
become cramped in their positions. They stretched nervously.
Alexander Hunter lay and listened to the sounds of orders, drums
and marching feet. The first sight of the enemy was the top of their

flag staffs, then the flags, followed by the tops of blue battle
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caps, and next "a line of the fiercest eyes man ever locked upon,"
as the Northern men reached the sumuit of the hill.3?

The Federal line fired first; the range was short, yet they
fired high. Kemper's men then fired, resting their barrels upon the
second fence rail. The effect proved deadly as the blue line broke
and ducked back behind the hill. Virginians reloaded feverishly, for
the enemy remained so close that rallying orders carried distinctly.
The men could hear reinforcements arrive and tensed as the charge
coumand sounded behind the crest. Over the hill came the cheering
bluecoats, firing at will and no lmger in straight lines. The lst
snd 1lth Virginia held out as long as they could but, flanked and
overwvhelmed, they broke for the rear. Running back, petrified with
fear, John Dooley found himself half turning for fear he would receive
a disgraceful shot in the back.36 The Federal force stopped at the
fenceline previously held by the 1llth Virginia. The interlude
permitted the retreating troops to catch their breath, then reform near
Toombs' men. After a pause, the Federal army resumed its advance.
Outnumbered Confederates gave wa& slowly when sounds of battle broke
out on the right, an area considered unmanned. General A. P. Hill

had arrived from Harper's Ferry. Hill's assault routed the Uniom

35 Hunter, "Antietam," LO-Ll.

36 Dooley, John Dooley, khi-L7.
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attackers. The Virginians joined in pushing the bluecoats back to
their former positioan. That night they slept proudly omn their old
line.37 Scattered sniper firing occupied the next day. The Virginians
were infuriated tizat some of their men received injuries while tending
wounded bluccoats.38 At nightfall, orders alerted everyone to withdrawal.
The men napped uatil 11 p. m., then folded their blankets and slipped
back through Sharpsburg to begin the retreat from Maryland. They
marched all night September 18 and crossed the Potomac about 7 a. m.
the next morning.39
The depleted ranks of the retreating llth Virginia Infantry
revealed the cost of the battles in Marylsnd. Of the men who began‘
the Boonsboro fight, 3 were dead and 38 had fallea wounded in the
battles. Kemper's Brigade reported a total of 1ll4 casualties: 15
killed, 102 wounded and 27 missing.l"o
The route from Maryland was through Martinsburg, where the

Virginians rested for several days before moving to the vicinity of

37 Federal troops captured Pvt. Alexander Hunter whem they overran
his position. :

38 Dooley, Jonn Dooley, 50.
39 Ibid., 50-51.

40 Battles and Ieaders, II, 60l. Hunter reported 35 casualties out
of 46 men in the 17ch va. Corse listed 31 casualties out of 33 men for
the same unit in Official Records, XIX, pt. 1, 90L-05. The llth Virginia
Records (Virginia State Library) indicate Corp. Samuel P, Shindle com-
manded Co. K at Antietam following the loss of all company officers.

See also Lynchburg Virginian, Sept. 2k, 1862.
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Bunker Hill for a period of several weeks. The Bunker Hill camp
revived the old familiar routines: drill, instruction, picket duty
and recruiting.

During this period, Kemper's Brigade became part of a divisiom
commanded by Gen. George E. Pickett. The new general had served with
distinction until wounded at Gaines's Mill. Once recovered, he
reported to his o0ld brigade at Martimsville but soon received
promotion and a division at Bunker Hill. Im October, ”.1,862, Pickett's
Division contained 9,000 men.

At Bunker Hill, Pvt. Dooley witnessed punishments decreed by
- courts-martial. Dooley noted that some men served their sentemce inm
the guardhouse, while others underwent bucking or gagging as tkeir
punishment. Bucking forced the prisoner to sit im a doubled-up
position, hands on his knees, while a long stick was inserted hori-
zontally between his knees and his elbows. This forced positiomn soom
became extremely painful.

Gagging occurred whemn a bound prisomer stood with a baymet in
his mouth, both ends of the bayocmet tied behind his head. For
lesser punishment, & stick could take the place of the bayonet.

Another sentence required the culprit to march about camp

wearing nothing but a "shirt" made by cutting arm holes im a
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bottomless flour barrel.ul

Late in October, Pickett's new Division received marching orders
and, on October 31, departed their Bumnker Hill camp. They hiked up
the Valley, past Strasburg and over the Blue Ridge to Culpeper,
where they went into camp. On November 19, the men left Culpeper
and, on the 25th, arrived at Fredericksburg. They begamr comstructiom
of log cabins destined to be wimter qu,a:rtert!.h2

Countermoves by the enemy cancelled work on winter quarters.
The Federal aruy arrived on the north bank of the Rappahamnock
opposite Fredericksburg and spread along the river for miles, their
camps barely visible across the river. Each army sent men to watch
the other. While on picket duty, Virginians met Northermers to
swap tobacco, coffee and newspapers. The Confederate camp proudly
repeated the story that when Union Gem. Ambrose E. Burnside asked
Lee to surrender Fredericksburg, he was told to "Come amd take it."
Lee prepared for Burnside's forces by moving south to a series of
hills that ram parallel to the river at a distance of ome-half to

one mile .h3 GenerAl Jackson took command of the right wing; Lomgstreet,

b1 Dooley, John Dooley, 73-T4. The punishments Dooley reported were
inflicted for cowardly actions during the Maryland Campaigm.

k2 Morgan, Reminiscences, 1lu2-43., Wise, 1T7th V%ﬁa,' 120-23,
contains the itinerary of the move from Bunker Hill to Fredericksburg.

L3 Dooley, Joha Dooley, 77.‘
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the left. By Deceumber 11, Federal preparations comvinced all that
Burnside soon planned to cross the Rappahannock om pomtoom bridges.
On December 12, while the enemy was moving over the bridges, Kemper's
Brigade made several moves along the line and finally settled into

a reserve position behind the Confederate cemter.

On the morning of December 13, the Federal units completed their
crossing under cover of a heavy fog. The mist lifted about 10 a. m.
to reveal a bluecoated army aligned and ready to at.tack.

Kemper's Brigade did not participate in the fighting at the
Battle of Fredericksburg. The men waited in reserve, witnessing
the entire conflict from a position high in the rear of the Confederate
line. Toward evening; the regiments responded to a call for reinrérce-
ments at Mayre's Hill; but by the time they stepped into the lines,
the battle had ended. The following day the men awaited a new
attack that never came.m" The Virginians were confident that
they possessed an opportunity to destroy the Army of the Potomac.

They were bitter when no command to attack arﬁved.hs At dawvn on

Uk Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Morgan, Reminiscences, 146-53,
and Holland, "Recollections," Dec. 27, 1959, for soldiers' reports of
the Fredericksburg action. Pickett's Division suffered U6 wounded.
of 'Elgese, the 1llth Va. reported 13 wounded. Official Records, XXI,
559-62.

45 Hunter, Johmny Reb and Billy Yank, 319. See also Wise, 1Ttk
Virginis, 130,
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December 16, the Southerners learned that the Federal divisions had
retired to the north bank of the river. The next day the Virginians

withdrew from the lines and departed for winter qu,a:v.'bers."6

46 Morgan, Reminiscences, 153.




CHAPTER VI

DESOLATION AT HIGH TIDE

The winter of 1862-1863 began pleasantly enough. The 1llth Virginia
settled into its quarters near the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac
Railroad; packages and visitors arrived from home, and furloughs were
available to all.l In mid-December, however, a long rain created
misery as it preceded a longer freeze. The weather turned so cold
that commanders suspended drill. Soldiers cowered near the fires in
their shelters. Following the inevitable thaw, wagons mired and
rations became scarce. Christmas found the Virginians depressed, as
it was "pretty hard to make Christmas dinner from one pound of fat
pork, six crackers and one-quarter pound of dried apples.”" Yet
Christmas dinner they had, topped by apple dumplings with sorghum
molasses. Sobriety reigned during the holiday--owing more to financial
than to moral causes.®

The new year was not a month old when the llth Virginia saw
action and drew blood. In late January, following a severe snow-

storm, a sentry of the 1Tth Virginia discovered an entire brigade

1 Reeve, "Reminiscences."”

2 Bunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yenk, 326-28.

8l
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converging on his post. When he demanded identification, he was
overvhelmed by skirmishers and tossed into a snowbank. The "enemy"
brigade proved to be Toombs' Georgians. The entire force, armed
with snowballs, charged the Virginians. The 17th Regiment called
on Gen. Pickett for support. A pitched battle lasted until the
Virginians were forced to surrender. Montgomery Corse, now a
general commanding his own brigade, called for a fight to the
death, but he was overpowered, dumped in a snowpile and sat upon

until he acknowledged defeat. Several bloody noses resulted from the

fray.3

The snowball fight may have seemed a prelude to more serious
action as the Brigade, in late January, marched in the rain toward
Chancellorsville to meet a rumored enemy crossing. The rain turned
to an overnight, eight-inch snowfall. "The suffering wes fearful,"”
one Virginian recalled. The soldiers, having outmarched their mired
wagons, slept rolled in their blankets and Union oilcloths taken
from previous battlefields. When the attack did not materialize, the
cold, wet and exhausted men returned to Guiney's Sﬁation.h

Clothing problems were ever-present. Men in camp lacked shoes.

The comnissary atteupted to provide a solution by distributing cowhides

3 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 329-30. See also Morgan,
Reminiscences, 153-54; Loehr, lst Virginia, 33.

L Warfield, Memoirs, 140. See also Sam'l -~ ----- to cousin,
Jan. 27, 1863, Mey Papers, Manuscript Department, William R.
Perkins Library, Duke University. The unidentified Sam'l was a
member of Co. G, 11lth Va.
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stripped from the ration beef, but the resulting moccasins p&roved to
be poor substitutes.s Turning to the hamefront for help, Maj. Kirkwood |
Otey, commanding the 1llth Virginia, sent an officer to the Lynchburg
area to beg for clothes for the Regiment.6

Pickett's Division departed camp in mid-February, when the "mud
5&57 deepest, the sky dullest, weather gloomiest." The Brigade
marched to Richmond, where for several weeks it performed escort and
picket duties. Some men were fortunate enough to visit parts of
Virginia undamaged by war. They enjoyed the splendid Southhampton
hems--"the finest I ever ate,” noted Capt. Morgan.'

Passing through Richmond; Kemper's Brigade became the object
of an enthusiastic welcome, perhaps because the lst Virginia con-
sidered the capital as its hometown. Townspeople lining the route
of march offered food and drink to the passing soldiers. Officers of .
the Brigade received special attention in the form of liquid refresh-
ment. The overenthusiastic officers succumbed to the compliment and,

as a result, Gen. Pickett placed four of his regimental commanders

> Morgan, Reminiscences, llii. See also Holland, "Recollections,"
Jan. 3, 1960.

6 Morgan, Reminiscences, 1lhili. The Lynchburg Virginian, Feb. 16,
1863, contains a letter from Capt. Morgan expressing appreciation for
the contributions. ’

7 Morgan, Reminiscences, 157.
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(including Maj. Kirkwood Otey) under arrest 8

Upon return to camp, the Brigade assembled to witness a whipping
inflicted upon a member of the 2hth Virginia for cowardice at
Sharpsburg. The culprit's court-martial sentence ordered thirty-nine
lashes and & dishonorable discharge. The man, stripped to the waist,
underwent his punishment tied to a pole fifty yards in front of the
Brigade, drawn up in & line. The ordeal became so horrible that the
executioner, himself a prisoner who earned his release by this act,
broke down and wept.9

On March 21, 1863, the llth Virginia boarded railroad boxcars
at Petersburg and journeyed to Goldsboro, N. C. The weather was still
cold, and it could have been & more uncomfortable trip had not the
men piled the dirt of their cars into the center of the floors and
built pine log fires atop the piles. The passengers in the cars
arrived warm but "well smoked."1

Departing Goldsboro the next day, the Virginians moved to

8 Blackford, Letters, 169. Blackford begged Pickett to release
Otey from arrest so that he could lead the 1llth Va. at Gettysburg.
Otey stood trial after Gettysburg and pleaded guilty to drunkenness.
He was sentenced to be cashiered, but the sentence was not carried out
because of Otey's heroic conduct on July 3, 1863. Otey's court-martial
plea and sentence are in "20l1 File for Kirkwood Otey," V. M. I.

9 Dooley, John Dooley, 83.

10 Morgan, Reminiscences, 157.
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Kinston, disembarked in the afternoon and established camp so-utm of the
Reuse River. From Kinston the regiments toock part in an armed re-
connaissance against New Bern. Some firing took place, but the
11th Virginia was not engaged. The units remained near New Bern.
The last days of March, 1863, found the Virginians performing picket
duty and patrols .ll

On April 4, back at Kinston, Kemper's Brigade received orders
to return to Virginia. The men boarded another train and traveled
via Goldsboro and Weldon to Franklin Statiom, Va. After five days'
rest at Franklin, the regiments marched to Suffolk, where they engaged
in skirmishes with Federal troops occupying that town. The Confederate
soldiers decided that their mission at Suffolk was to pin down the
Union farces while other Southern troops‘ gathered supplies. At the
same time, the Union Army of the Potomac began to move; the Virginians
reasoned that they were keeping the Northerners at‘ Suffolk from |
Joining Gen. Joseph Hooker.12

On May 3, the llth Virginia withdrew from the outskirts of
Suffolk and, in a series of hard, hot and punishing hikes, moved to

Join Gen. Lee. On May 9, the troops passed through Petersburg before

11 Morgan, Reminiscences, 157-58. See also Reeve, "Reminiscences."

12 Morgan, Reminiscences, 159-60; Reeve, "Reminiscencés.“'
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proceeding to Taylorsville, in Hanover County, where they went into
camp.

On June 8, Kemper's Brigade again was on the move. After a week's
delay in Culpeper, the Virginians donned light marching packs and,
carrying three days' rations, started north. By June 24, at
Winchester, the soldiers learned of their destination. On the follow-
ing day, they crossed the Potomac and headed for Pennsylvania. On .
June 26, acting as rear guard, Pickett's Division settle;ilin the
Chambersburg area. Lee had moved the main army east toward Harrisburg
and York. John Dooley, now & lieutenant, found the Pennsylvanians
to be sullen people. In his diary he expressed ahoci: that, wup
North, well-dressed girls sometimes went barefooted.l3 |

The 1lth Virginie busied itself desti‘oying the railroad facilities
at Chambersburg until the night of July 1, when Gen. John D. Imboden's
cavalry took the rear guard. At 2 a. m. on July 2, Pickett's Division
began a forced night march toward Gettysburg, where a battle had begun.
The route was rough and covered twenty-three miles; yet, unlike
Maryland a year earlier, the men were in superb shape, well dis-
ciplined and under complete control.ll‘ Halting at 2 p. m., the hot

13 Dooley, John Dooley, 95-98. See also Reeve, "Reminiscences;"
Loehr, lst Virginia, 34-35. Official Records, XXVII, pt. 3, 1091,
contains the official itinerary for Jume i15-July 24, 1863. Corse's
Brigade of Pickett's Division did not go to Pennsylvania.

14 pooley, John Dooley, 97.
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and parched Virginians bivouacked near & stone bridge three miles west
of Gettysburg on the Cashtown turnpike. Cannon rumbling at Gettysburg
warned the soldiers that the previous day's battle still continued at
an intense rate. In their small forest camp to the right of the
turnpike, Virginians tensed in anticipation of the command that would
send them into combat. General Pickett rode ahead and learned that
his troops were not needed and that he should rest them.l® Gradually
the men relaxed, prepared their evening meal and stretched out to
sleep.

Before dawn on July 3, 1863, Pickett moved his brigades omnto
the Gettysburg field. Kemper's regiments led the march; Gen. Richaxrd
B. Garnett's Brigade followed, with Gen. Lewis A. Armistead's Brigade
in the rear. The Division numbered 4,481 riflemen as it crossed
the fields end moved southeasterly through & valley to the Confederate
lines on Seminary Ridge. The men halted in the rays of the rising
sun, loaded their weapons and underwent inspection. The hill ahead
of them--Seminary Ridge--concealed their formation from enemy eyes.

Inspection completed, the men nervously awaited the next order.

15 yalter Harrison, Pickett's Mem: - A Fragment of War History
(New York, 1870), 87-88. Harrison was & member of Plickett's staff.
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Bright and clear weather promised another hot day.l6 The idle Virginians

found that they were situated in an orchard, and within a short time .
regiments were pelting each other with green apples. The mock battle
stopped a8 orders arrived sending the regiments beyond the crest of
Seminary Ridge to a fence, which they dismantled. The orders commanded
Pickett to have his force lie down in battle formation at this new
position. An artillery barrage was scheduled, after which he was to
assault the Federal lines, about half a mile away.l7 The bluecoated
infantry were visible behind their artillery on another rise paralleling
the Confederate line. Fifteen men from each regiment moved ahead as
skirmishers. Kemper's Brigade took the right flank position, with
Garnett to his left. Armistead, planning to move to Garnett's left
once the assault got underway, formed in the rear because of the
limited division front. By 7 a. m., the Virginians, now .:I.n full view
of the enemy, took their places and lay down.‘]'8 Despite two days

of bitter fighting, the battlefield remained relatively calm. A

North Carolina Brigade under Cadms M. Wilcox formed on Kemper's

right; Henry Heth's Divislion, coumanded by James J. Pettigrew, stood

to Garnett's left. The attack plan called for Wilcox, Pettigrew and

16 Harrison, Pickett's Men, 90, 93.

17 Dooley, John Dooley, 101-03.

18 parrison, Pickett's Men, 90-91. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, 33.
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Gen. Issac Trimble (leading Pender's Division) to charge behind
Pickett, then pass through Pickett's Division and attack the enemy
secondary line.l? In front of Kemper, an artillery battery stood
ready to fire. The 1llth Virginia's post was on the right flank of
Pickett's Divisian.2°
At 10 a. m., Charles M. Blackford was seated at Longstreet's
headquarters writing to his wife, Susan. "As I write under the shade
of a tree, a terrible cannonading is going on. Gen. Longstreet is
a little to my right, awaiting orders. This will be a great day in
history." While Blackford could not see well enough to understand
what was occurring, he supposed that "our lines under the cannonading
are preparing to charge.” At that point he broke off his letter.2t
By this time the sun had begun to bother the Virginians lying
in the fields. They began wiggling toward trees, seeking shade.
The heavy artillery fire reported by Blackford did not concentrate
upon Pickett's men.

At 1 p. m., a single signal gun opened & new artillery bombard-

19 Harrison, Pickett's Men, 9l.

20 sEsp, XxXII (190k4), 189, contains a report of the battle by
Capt. John Holmes Smith of Co. G. Smith was senior captain in the
Regiment and, although wounded, became regimental commander before
the end of the day. Hereafter cited as Smith, "Gettysburg."

2l plackford, Letters, 188.
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ment. Federal cannon, massed in the objective area of Pickett's Division,
answered the challenge. Msny Virginians fell victim to cannon fire
-during the two-hour battle of the big guns. Their exposed position
placed them in the impact area of all rounds which overshot the
Confederate batteries in the forefrount of Pickett's infantrymen.

Under what was by then a boiling sun, the soldiers cringed in the

open field as Federal fire raked the forward cannon and the infantry
line. Company G lost 10 men kilied or wounded in the artillery duel.
Other units suffered proportionately.

Near 3 P. M., men noticed perceptible slackening in the Union
cannon fire. As the bombardment slowed, Gen. Pickett rode to each
Brigade and passed orders to move out. "Remember Old Virginial he
exclaimed as he deparbed.22

As the order reached the reclining men, they began rising to
their feet. Many were shocked to see the number of soldiers still
on their stomachs: some casualties of artillery fire, some suffering
sunstrokes, others simply too scared to stand.23 In the stillness

following the deafening cannon fire, the Virginians dressed ranks and

22 sESP, XXXIV (1906), 328-331, is the account by Col. Joseph C.
Mayo, who led the 3rd Va. of Kemper's Brigade. Mayo was captured in
the charge.

23 Dooley, Johm Dooley, 105. Dooley was wounded and captured in
this engagement.
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checked weapons, then started forward slowly without the customary
cheering .2h

The gray line marched the first 300 yards in silence. The
stilled Federal cannon hesitated, then boomed into full voice. Gaps
tore into the moving soldiers; men lost step as they shifted positions
to maintain a straight and solid rank. Union fire from Round Top on
the Confederate right ripped holes in the flanks of the advancing
line. |

At midfield, confusion increased. The objective area assigned to
Pickett's men lay to their left. The Brigade, dressing to the left,
marched in an oblique toward the enemy. This maneuver forced the
units on the right to walk almost parallel to the Federal line. In
8o doing, they came under extremely heavy fire. The l1llth Virginia,
as the Regiment furthermost to the right, took many casualties. Otey
fell; Maj. J. R. Hutter, formerly of Company H, took command and
continued the charge. The route led into a valley between the two
lines, then upwa.rd. toward the Federal positions. In the valley a
fence broke the lines. Men lost precious time in climbing and re-

forming on the other side. The enemy artillery raked the Virginians

2l Reeve, "Reminiscences." Captain Reeve was wounded, yet
returned to the Southern lines.
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as they attempted to perform the difficult oblique maneuver under fire.
The 1llth Regiment colors fell several times before,Ad,.j. H. V. Harrxris
himself took them.

As the Confederate formation neared the Union lines, bluecoated
infantrymen opened fire. As though it were a signal, the Virginians
screamed the Rebel Yell and broke into a run. Thirty yards from the
first line of the Union cannon, the Regiment stopped, fired its
muskets #nd. dashed for-the guns. The Southerners overran the first
line, drove the enemy back and captured several prisoners and
artillery pieces. The 1llth Virginia hit the Federal line, not at the.
stone wall, but a spot where the breastworks were made of logs
placed before trenches. The Regiment streamed into the abandoned
enemy pits. Major Hutter disappeared, the victim of musketry; John
Holmes Smith, captain of Company G and senior company comma.ncier,
took charge. Smith estimated that 300 men of the 1llth Regiment had
reached the Union line.

Elated at his Regiment's success, Smith turned to watch the
Confederate reinforcements coming to hit the deeper Federal reserves.
Except for the dead and wounded of Pickett's force, the field behind
him was empty. Smith hurriedly sent a courier back to Seminary Ridge

to report his success and ask for support while he (Smith) prepared



%6

his battered troops to repel the inevitable counterattack.

The huddled Virginians waited twenty minutes and prayed for
assistance that never arrived. Captain Robert W. Douthat of Company F
crouched with Smith. He attempted to plan a next move while tending
the regimental commander's leg wound. A Federal column had formed
and was bearing down on the isolated Virginians. Douthat began
firing any muskets he could locate. With the enemy counterassault
seventy-five yards away, Smith Informed Douthat of his decision to
retreat. "It's time to get away from here," Douthat shouted to the
reunants of the Regiment. All began running to the rea.z'.25

The long Journey back to Seminary Ridge proved more costly than
the attack. Federal artillery and infantry, under no other attack,
moved into range and concentrated their fire on the fleeing Con-
federates. Men lost direction and scattered to all points leading
to their own lines. Once within their lines, most men assembled in
the area behind Seminary Ridge where they had halted at daybreak--
that morning a lifetime ago. In shocked little groups, they asked
about friends, retold their experiences and repeatedly inquired why

they had not received support. General Pickett rode among the men

25 smith, "Gettysburg," 190-93.
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and talked to various groups. Lee appeared and told Pickett where to
placé.his Division in order to be ready for the expected counterattack.
"General Lee," Pickett said sadly, "I have no division now."

Lee looked around thoughtfully at the broken ranks. "Come,
General Pickett," he stated, "this has been my fight and upon my
shoulders rests the blame. The men and officers of your command have
written the name of Virginia as high today as it has ever been written
before."26

Lee turned to Gen. Kemper, being carried from the field, and
asked Kemper how he felt. In what he thought was his dying wish,
the Brigade commander begged Lee to "do full justice to this division
for its work today." Lee gave his promise.27

The beaten and dejected men began to count members. Behind
Seminary Ridge, some 300-400 men remained of the 4,500 who hadvformed
at dawn.28 Along the entire line, Virginians were wandering about
aimlesély--having missed the division area in the blind stampede.

So many wounded had gone to seek ald that the division hospital
station was flooded.29 The officlal casualty figures told a sad

26 SESP, XXXI (1903), 234. Robert Bright, a member of Pickett's staff,
acted as aison to Kemper's Brigade during the charge.

27 Tvid.

28 Loehr, lst Virginia, 36-37. Sergeant Loehr was a skirmisher
of the lst Va. He survived the charge unscathed.

29 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Reeve, slightly wounded, took a deep drink
of whiskey and set out for the hospital in Cashtown.



98

tale: Pickett's Division suffered 1,366 losses; Kemper's Brigade,
L66 casualties. Within the Brigade, the llth Virginia lost 12 killed
and 97 wounded. Only the 24th Regiment, with 128 casualties, exceeded
the 1lth's toll.30

On July U4, the remnants of Pickett's Division reformed for
duty. General Lee, having decided to withdraw, assigned Pickett
provost guard duty over 6,500 Union prisoners captured in the
Pennsylvania campaign. The Division, hurt by the non-combat assign-
ment, nevertheless escorted its charges to Williamsport, where the
Federals were delivered to Gen. Imboden's cavalry.3l On July 10,
the Virginlans crossed the Potomac in a driving rain and headed for
the Shenandoah Valley. On July 20, after driving Federal pickets
out of Chester Gap, the Virginians crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains
and arrived five days later at Culpeper. Two weeks later, the men

went into summer camp at Mountain Run.32

30 official Records, XXVII, pt. 2, 329-34. C. M. Blackford visited
the 11th Va. following its retreat and stated that the "Home Guard"
(Co. G) lost 6 killed and 5 wounded. Blackford, Letters, 188.

31 Loechr, lst Virginia, 39. See also Harrison, Pickett's Mem, 106;
Reeve, "Reminiscences.

32 Reeve, "Reminiscences."



CEAPTER VII

A HORSE FOR COLONEL TERRY

Gettysburg exacted a fearful 'l;olJ..:L It required many weeks of
summer camp to rebuild the 1llth Virginia. 'Conscripts arrived while
a new training program was underway. Men who were sick or wounded in
Pemnsylvania began to return to the ranks. With units filled,
coumanders drilled at company level to build toward regimental
maneuvers. In late summer, the whole army conducted several reviews.
Columns of regiments, brigades and divisions were drawn up in large
open flelds for inspection by General Lee.2

The Pennsylvania campaign had depleted the officer corps. Men
moved up to f£ill gaps in the commissioned ranks. To replace the
wounded Kemper, Col. William Richard Terry shifted over from the
2lith Virginia. Within the llth Virginia, lieutenants became company
commanders and filled vacancies resulting from injury or capture

during Pickett's Charge. Captain Robexrt W. Douthat, who had aided

1 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Reeve felt that "our Division never re-
covered from the blow we received here."

2 Morgan, Reminiscences, 170.
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John H. Smith at Gettysburg's "high water mark," served as coumand-
ing officer of the regiment while awaiting Kirkwood Otey's return.3
The opposing armies spent & reasonably quiet summer camping on
opposite sides of the Rapidan River. Toward autumn, Lee moved behind
the Rappahannock so that, by October 1, the 1llth Virginia had returned
to the area near Taylorsville in Hanover County.
Changes took place in the higher raﬁks. From Taylorsville,
Gen. Longstreet departed for Tennessee with the divisions of John
B. Hood and Lafayette McLaws. George E. Pickett became commanding
general of the District of Noxrth Carolina, which extended from the
Cape Fear River in Noxrth Carolina to the Blackwater River in
Virginia.u Pickett's Brigades were assiguned to various organi-
zations. In October, Kemper's Brigade (the name would gradually
change), under Col. Terry, was assigned to Gen. Arnold Elzey's
Department of Richmond.5

Summer camp gradually changed into winter quarters as the days

3 official Records, XXIX, pt. 2, 783. Late in the war, the
Confederate government wade provision for the retirement of officers
permanently disabled. Until that time, many officexrs continued to be
carried on the rolls of their regiment long after they had become unfit
for duty. Thus, Col. Funsten, Lt. Col. Langhorne and Majs. Clements
and Hutter filled the senior ranks of the 1lth Va., despite their
permanent disabilities. Otey and Capt. Smith recovered from their
wounds and returned to duty; Hutter would later rejoin the Regiment.

% Barrison, Pickett's Menm, 110.

5 official Records, XXIX, pte 2, 783.
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shortened and the nights became colder. Some wmembers of the llth
Virginia began work on log cabins--"dog houses," they called them--
while others reinforced their canvas tents and cut chimney holes in
the rooi’s.6 Except for two short marches to Richmond, the men
remained near Taylorsville, drilling, guarding the railroad bridges,
and standing picket at the fords of the Noxrth Anna River.7

On January 8, 1864, the 1llth Virginia Infantry Regiment was again
on the move. From Taylorsville, the men traveled by railroad to
Weldon, N. C. After three days' stay, they continued the trip and on
January 1li4 arrived at Goldsboro, where they camped on their 1863
caxxngrc:u;nd.8 Edward C. Barnes wrote home that the railroad journey
had been "a delightful little trip" in that the weather remained
beautiful while everyone seemed happy and ate weJ.l.9

At daybreak on January 30 the drum roll roused the Virginiens

from their blankets and alerted them to a march. The men knew only

6

Morgan, Reminiscences, 173.

T Reeve, "Reminiscences.”
8 mia.

9 Eawerd C. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 9, 1864, Barnes MSS.
Ned Barnes was the younger brother of Charles Barnes, who fell from
his train. Ned, a member of Co. G, llth Va., was assigned to duty as
a clerk in Brigade Headquarters.
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that they were moving out. Rumors of different destinatimms and
purposes--{oraging, reconnaissance or attack-~-swept the camp. New
Bern presented itself as the most likely objective. By the time the
march was underway, the consensus agreed that since they carried four
days' rations, a "reconnaissance in force" was being mounted against
New Bern.

Terry's Brigade, two additional infantry brigades, assisted by
artillery and cavalry--all under Gen. Seth M. Barton--marched for
two days. Rising at 1 a. m. on February 1, the wmen reached by
daybreak a point within five mlles of New Bern, where, in the

inevitable cornfield, they prepared for battle .10

General Pickett,
with an additional force of three infantry brigades, supported by
artillery and cavalry, had embarked to approach the town from
another direction.

The 1llth Virginie remained in battle position all day, without
seeing any action. Private Ned Larnes, sleeping soundly, awakened
after midnight to hear the word pass that the Brigade would attack
New Bern at daybreak. The awakening occurred at 3 a. m. Barnes

noted, yet he "did not sleep anymore."u

10 ggward C. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 9, 186k, Barnes MSS.

I 1pi4.
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Fevoruary 2 dawned with no attack. The Virginians waited through-
out the day and, on February 3, began & withdrawal. To the soldiers
of the 1llth Regiment, the absence of battle validated their supposition
concerning a reconnaissance in force.lz

The units retwned to camp at Kinston but remained there only
two days. During that time, Gen. Pickett court-martialed and carried
out the execution of several North Carolina soldiers his force had
captured near New Bern. The condemned men were Confederate absentees
who had joined a Union regiment, the 2nd Loyal North Carolina. The
Confederate deserters, caught in blue uniforms, were identified by
grayclsd soldiers with whom they had previously served.l3

On February 5, the Regiment traveled to Goldsboro to their old
camp grounds. At this camp another execution took place. The
convicted man, a deserter from the Tth Virginia, was tied blind-
folded to a stake with the Brigade drawn up on three sides enclosing
the man. Two men from each company of the Tth Regiment formed the
firing squad, which stood in two ranks. The squad had turned wmuskets
over to the regimental ordnance sergeant. The firearms were returned,

half of them loaded with balls and half carrying powder only. The band

12 Eidward C. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 9, 1864, Barnes MSS.

13 Barrison, Pickett's Men, 113. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, Ul.
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played the Death March before the chaplain spoke briefly to the condemned
man and stepped aside. On command, the squad fired and riddled the
wan with a half-dozen bullets. When the smoke cleared, the dead man
hung helplessly froa the s’cé.ke.l2+

Two days later, all units hiked into Kinston, where they remained
for the rest of the month. Boarding trains on March I, the regiments
moved by way of Goldsboro to Wilmington, N. C., where, on March 5,
they embarked on ships which toock them to the mouth of the Cape Fear
River. At Smithville, opposite Fort Fisher, the 1llth Regiment
established camp. For the greater part of March, the wmen lived at
the seashore. They watched blockade ruaners maneuver, assisted
Confederate shore batteries to fire at Federal blockade ships, and
enjoyed their unusual assignment. The camp menu took a decided change
for the better, as men abandoned salt port to enjoy oysters, crabs
and other fresh sea delicacies. "We could have stayed all war,”
observed Sgt. Loehr.ls The Virginians did manage to remain until
March 24, when they marched into Smithfield, reboarded & ship,

returned to Wilmington and, in ten inches of snow, mounted a train

1k Loehr, lst Virginia, 41-42, Morgaen, Rcminiscences, 157, reported
similar executions at Goldsboro in lMar., 1863. The reports appear to be
so much alike that this writer believes Morgan missed the date by one
year, since Loehr claimed the execution to be the first in the Brigade.

15 Loehr, lst Virginia, L2. See also unidentified soldier to cousin,
Mar. 11, 186k, Oakey pPapers, Duke University; Morgan, Reminiscences, 179.




105

for their Goldsboro camp. A weck later, a throe-day wmarch took the.
units to Tarboro whare, oo Apxil 1, the med speat Two weeks in csmp
&cross the Tar River from towa. On April 15; Gen. Rovert F. Hoke
assumed command as Pickett returuned to his headgquarters.

On April 15, under Hoke, Terry's Brigade was part of a force
that began another maxrch. By April 17, the Tforce was investing the
town of Plymouth, which, held by a Fedexral force, lay oa the south
side of the Roanoke River before it enters Alvemarle Sound. The
town, an importaunt Union supply depol, depended upon several surround-
ing forts for protection. Terxy's regiment deployed sgainst Fort
Grey, about two and one-Lalf wiles upriver from Plymouth. In their
initisl moves on April 17, the Virginians received fire from Federal
gunboats patrolling the Rosncke River. Despite this fire, and some
musketry from the Fore, the Virginians sulffered no casualties.

Cn April 18, Col. Otey oxrdered Companies G and C to move as
skirmishers against the upriver fort. Captein Morgan of Company C
led the advance. The Federal strong point lay on a slignt knoll
surrounded by a swamp. DMorgan's ordexrs required tﬁat he move through
the swaup before dawn and depioy his companies s0 that their sharp-
shooting would force the federal artillerymen to keep their heads

dowa, thus permitving Confederate caanocns to deatroy the redoubt.
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In the darkness, Morgan's men began wading into the swamp. First
light found the Virginians on dry land beyond the mire. The Virginians
easily pushed back the Federal pickets at swamp's edge and advanced
within musket range. The Confederates were still 400 yards short of
the breastworks when Federél cannon opened on Morgan's ranks. On the
smooth, gently sloping ground, the skirmishers could find no shelter;
yet they fell to the ground in their positions, while hoping the
Confederate artillery would ease theilr dilemma by diverting the fire.
On this occasion, the Southern guns failed. <Thelr shells overshot
the stronghold or exploded harmlessly in the air. Morgan held out asn
long as he could before ofdering & withdrawal. EHe lost six killed
plus "many" wounded.l6

The 11th Virginia remained upriver from Plymouth all day and held
the area west of the town. On April 19, Terry's Brigade--without the
1lth Regiment--joined Gens. Hoke and Matt W. Ransom in an assault upon
the east (or downriver) flank of Plymouth. The first attacks failed
but, on April 20, the eastern forts fell as the Southern farce moved
upriver into Plymouth. Driving south from town, the Confecderates
forced the surrender of the central fort. All fighting ceased with

this surrender, and the llth Virginia occupied Fort Grey.l7

16 Morgan, Remiaiscences, 180-8l4. See also lled Barnes to Charles
Barnes, Apr. 30, 1lool4, Barnes MSS. .

17 mvid.
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In his elation, Gen. Holke permitted the victorious graycoats
t0 plunder the Federal stores. The men enjoyed an orgy of foods
not seen in years. Private Judson Davidscan of Company A found fruit
preserves and apple butter. "We had a very good time after fighting
so long," he wrote houe, and be signed his letter "your living son.":L8
Private Holland saw men re-outfitting thewmselves with clothes A9
Confederate soldiers emptied thelr haversacks to refill them with
focds and new clothes. Large mirrors were smashed to provide swall
shaving mirrors for soldiers who had Jjust galned possession of
razors.ao Colonel Terry appropriated a new horse which served him

21

until the Battle of Five Forks. The men were satisfied that they

had fought a brilliant campaign, which they proudly credited to
Gen. Hoke .22
Following Plymouth, the 1llth Virginia drew provost duty and
marched 2,500 Federal prisoners to Tarboro. The Virginians, happy
18 "Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud Davidson," Iynchburg News,
Oct. 25, 1959.
19 Holland, "Recollectioms," Jan. 24, 1950.

20 Loehr, 1lst Virginia, Llk.

2l Holland, "Recollectioms," Jan. 2k, 1$60.

e2 Reeve, "Reminiscences." The C. S. Congress approved a Jjoint
resolution of thanks to Gen. Hoke for his "orillient victory."
Official Records, XXXIII, 305.
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snd confident, enjoyed an opportunity to chat with their charges.
As the day progressed, the well-dressed prisoners began to divest
theaselves of their overcoats. By agreement within priscaer ranks,
each man who abandoned his coat rendered it useless before he dropped
it in the road. The Federal troops ripped sleeves, cut sections away
and tore linings free. This procedure provoked the Southern troops,
most of whom had no winter clothes. They ccaplained to Col. Terry,
who notified all prisoners that if he learned of another destroyed
garment, he would strip all Federal overcoats from the captured men.
The destruction ceased.23

At Taxrboro, the llth Virginia delivered its captives and then
rejoined Hoke as he moved against Washington, N. C. OCn April 25,
Washington fell when Federal troops evacuated the town before Hoke's
arrival. Hoke next advanced upon New Bern aad, by May 2, was
preparing for another assault on that town. DBelfore he could proceed,
Hoke received orders to abandon his camp and return his force to
Virginia. On May 6, with the 1lth Virginia acting as rear gusxd,
the Confederate troops again retired {rom New Bern without a decisive

fignt 2%

23 Holland, "Recollections," Jan. 2k, 1960.

2 Morgan, Remdiniscences, 191-92.




CZAPTER VIII

"SHOVED 70 TEE TFRONZ"

Robexrt E. Lee's summons to the troops in North Carolina was no
false alarm. As the 1llth Regiment prepared to attack New Bern, Gen.
U. S. Grant crossed the Rapidan and moved south. The battle of the
Wilderness had ended when Hoke's force began its return to Kinston.
On May 9, as Grant moved toward Spotsylvania, the Virginians boarded
reilroad cars for their journey north to their native state. The
trip ended on the morning of May 10 at Jarreti's Station south of
Petersburg. With a railroad bridge and tracks desiroyed, the train
could not proceed farther. However, the Virginians diseumbarked,
marched eleven miles to Stony Creek, boarded another train and con-
tinued toward Petersburg. OCa arrival, the soldiers received a hearty
welccme from the citizens and were fed by the town's women "as best
they could."l

While traveling north, Terry's Brigade passca into the command
of Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, Jr., who, in turn, reported to Gen.

2

Pierre G. T. Beauregard.” Kirkwood Otey coumsnded the 1lth Virginia.

1 Loehr, lst Virginia, 45. See also Morgan, Qeminiscences, 193.

2 official Records, XXXVI, pt. 2, 207-10, 100k, 1016. Robert
Ransom was the younger brother of Matt Ransom, whose brigade worked
with Terry's at Plymouth.
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Departing Dunlop's on May 11, the Virginians marched towaxrd Richmond
and bivouacked that night in battle formation at Port Walthall Junction
along the turnpike. The next morning they ccatinued their march in
a drenching rain and reached the "Halfway House." The rain masked
a surprise attack that hié the column's flank and rear. Major Gen.
Benjemin F. Butler had moved his Union Army of the Jawes from the
Bermuda Hundred area and threatened Richmond. Terxy's men received
fire from Federal patrols in advance of Butler's main force. The
Virginians formed for battle, dispersed the bluecoats and proceeded
towaxrd their destination.
ter dark oa May 12, the soldiers trudged past Drewry's Bluff

and camped at Brock Rock race ccurse. Foxr the next two days, the
Virginians countermarched through the Drewry's Bluff lines, "showing
the flag" to create an impression of well-manned trenches.3

Ca May 15, as orduance sergeants issued the llth Virginia soldiexrs
an extra ammunition allowance, Col. Otey summcned his cowpany com-
wanders. He briefed his captain on the attack near Petersbuxrg by
Butler and of Gen. Beauregard's plan. Beeurcgard ordered the
Southern troops to start at dusk that evening for their attack Jump-off

positicns, to sleep in those positions and, at dawn the next morning,

3 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Loehr, lst Virginia, UL6;
Morgan, Reminiscences, 193-=95.




to advance into battile.

The Virginians moved to a point near Drewry's Bluff, at the extreme
left of the Confederate lines. Ouce in position, the men lsy dowa
in a thick pine forest and tried to sleep.l’ Their line, near Kingsland
Creek, faced east to where Ben Butler had moved from Bexrmuda Hundred.
General Archibald Gracie's Alabawa Brigade was on the left of Ransou's
Division, and William G. Lewls's North Carolina troops were on the
right. Fifty yards behind Gracie and Lewis, in a second line, lay
the brigades of Terry and Birkett D. Fry.5

The advance began &at L:45 a. m. amidst a dense fog that reduced
visibility to fifteen yards. Immediate skirmish contact began as
Gracie's troops, ahead of Terry's Brigade, disappeé.red into the fog.
The skirmish fire grew into general uusketry, with artillery soon
joining the combat.6 Terxry's Brigade deployed in a line that placed
the 24th Virginia on the right with the 1lth, lst and Tth Regiments
extending toward the left. Shortly after the battle began, Gracie
called for help. An officer frcm his command approached the 2hth

Virginia line and shouted: "HEurry up, boys, they are tearing us all to

b Morgan, Reminiscences, 1956. Captain Morgen was surprised that
Otey would reveal Beauregard's plan. Apparently company commanders
were not normally privy to such information. See also Loehr, lst

Virginia, Lg,

2 officiel Records, XIXVI, pt. 2, 212,

6 Ibid. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, 46; Morgan, Rcminiscences, 196.
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plieces.

Soldiers from the Alabama units began streaming back through
the second line formed by the Virginians. Gracie appeared and
atteupted to rally his men. Turning to Terry, Gracie requested
immediate assistance. '"General Terry, send me & regiment down
there to take the place of one of mine that has run away." Terry
ordered the 24th and llth Regiments to move forward. 8

In following Gracie's initial advance, the Virginia regiments
had reached the crest of a hill. The ensuing charge at double time
began downhill with a wild rebel yell. The rush carried the
regiments to the foot of the rise, where they came under severe
fire from enemy breastworks barely discernible in the smoke and fog.
The Virginians sought cover and, kneeling or standing, returned tﬁe
fire. The battle waged hot for about an hour.’

Suddenly there occurred a perceptible slackening of Federal
fire. The commsnd rang out to cease fire. Sending his other two

regiments in a flanking attack, Terry had forced the surrender of the

7 SHSP, XXXVII (1909), 179-83, contains a summary of the 1lth Va.
at Drewry's Bluff by John W. Sumpter. The editor's introduction
ldentified Sumpter as a captain in Co. G. This writer feels Sumpter,
& resident of Christisnsburg, may have been in Co. F, which came
from Montgomery County. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, U7.

8

Morgan, Reminiscences, 198-200.

9 Ivid., 200-0l. Modern readers unfamiliar with black powder cen-
not appreciate the amount of smoke caused by musket fire.
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surrounded Federal troops. An entire brigade had been captured,
including its commanding gcncral.lo
Terry's victorious soldiers spent the rest of the morning

collecting prisoners and booty. Om their right, the battle con-
tinued to rage, yet all effective resistance had ended in Ransom's
area. The Federal priscners were marched to a landing near Drewry's
Bluff for transfer by boat to Libby Prison. Battle sounds indicated
that the Confederate attack had achieved impressive success along
the entire line.ll Also impressive was the cost. The llth Virginia

lost 15 killed and 9% wounded in the one-hour battle.l®

13

Kirkwood
Otey suffered a permanently disabling wound.
Until the following day, the Virginians held their position in
the woods they had captured. On May 17, in pursuit of the retreating
Federal force, they reached Howell House. The next two days vere
spent near Clay House. On the afternocon of May 19, Terry's Brigade

left for Richmond. On May 20 the Capital City roared a tremendous

10 Morgan, Reminlscences, 201-03. For a descriptiom of the flanking
attack, see Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Loehr, lst Virginis, 47-48.

ya Morgan, Reminiscences, 203-05. Both Morgan and Loehr felt that
the soldiers were robbed of total victory because Gen. William H. C.
Whiting had fallen victim to an overindulgence in liquor. See Loehr,
1st Virginia, 48.

12 1pi4,

13 "201 File for Kirkwood Otey," V. M. I.
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welcome as the Brigade, proudly carrying the Union flags captured at
Drewry's Bluff, marched through the city.lh

The Virginians could not stay to enjoy the frults of their
victory. Grant continued to hammer at Lee's army, which needed
aid. Delivering their captured trophies to the Confederate War
Department, Terry's Brigade hurried to the train station to. Join
Robert E. Lee.l?

At the Broad Street Station, men scrambled aboard Richmond,
Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad flatcars with little semblance
of order. When the cars were crowded with men, the train departed,
leaving those remaining to catch another train. The first train
contained mostly soldiers from the Tth Virgini'a, as well as seven
companies of the llth Regiment, totaling perhaps 450 men. As had
happened during the Seven Pines battle, the lst Virginia had taken
advantage of their proximity to home to slip out of formation.
Major George F. Norton of the lst Virginia, senior officer aboard the
train, commanded very few of his own troops. Departing Richmond about

2 p. m., the train arrived at 9 p. m. at Milford Station in Caroline

1k Morgan, Reminiscences, 206. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, L49.

15 Morgan, Reminiscences, 206. See also SHSP, XXVI (1898), 110,
which is an account of Milford Station by Sgt. Loehr. Hereafter cited

&8s Loehr, "Milford Station." Official Records, XXXVI, pt. 3, 799,
contains Terry's orders to Join Lee.

16 Loehr, "Milford Station." Cos. G, D and K did not catch the
first train. See Lynchburg Virginian, May 26, 166k.
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County. The soldiers disewmbarked, cooked supper and settled down for
the night .10

Early on May 21, Confederate cavalry pickets reported advancing
Federal horsemen in what appeared to be a mounted raid toward the
Milford Station complex. Major Norton deployed his forces in an
effort to stop the foray. The l1llth Virginia's companies held a
reserve position in the deployment.

The initial Union force moved up a hill north of the railroad
station across the Mattaponi River. From an uphill position, the
Federal troops began firing at a range of about 600 yards. Norton
turned to Capt. Robert M. Mitchell, senior officer of the llth
Virginia, and ordered him to "take that hill and hold it at all
hazard." bﬁtchgn formed his companies, crossed the railroad bridge
and, moving up the hill, drove back the enemy without an exchange
of fire.

Atop the hill, Mitchell's men, while preparing for a counter-
attack, sought to evaluate the Federal strength. They were dumb-
founded to discover that they had driven back skirmishers, not a
cavalry force. From their vantage point, the Virginians looked down
on thousands of bluecoated cavalrymen éurrounding thelr positionm.

Warned by their pickets, the Federal cavalry dismounted for an
infantry assault against Mitchell's force. A battle of less than an
hour ensued. The men of the llth Regiment fought Indian style from

behind trees. By the time the company commanders had judged their
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position untenable and had ordered a retreat, the Federal force was
too strong to permit an organized breakthrough. Some men escaped--
Capt. Mitchell, for one--but the remainder surrendered when the
Federals charged. Seventy-five men of the llth Virginia became
prisoners of war.l7 As they traveled to imprisonment, the men
found some comfort in the conviction that their sacrifice may have
given Lee time to reach Hanover and to prepare for the battle of-
Cold Har‘bor.18
Those troops of Terry's Brigade who missed the first train
were not involved in the Milford Station battle. Their train
traveled to Hanover Junction, about twelve miles south of the
battle site. At Hanover, Gen. Pickett again took command. Upon
arrival in the area of Lee's army, Pickett's Division was "shoved
to the front," to contest Grant's crossing of the North Anna River.19
On May 23, Pickett moved toward Andersonville. The llth Virginia
remained near Andersonville until May 28, when it marched to Hanover.

There, when the wagon train finally caught up, the men ate their first

17 Morgan, Reminiscences, 209-]12. Morgan was captured at Milfard
Station and confined in 0ld Capital Prison. General A. T. A. Torbert's
report listed 6 officers and 66 enlisted priscmers, of which all but
one were from the 1lth Va. Official Records, XXXVI, pt. 3, 48-50.

See also Loehr, "Milford Station.™

18 Morgan, Reminiscences, 216. See also Loehr, lst Virginis, 50;
Harrison, Pickett's Men, 127.

19 Loehr, lst Virginia, 51; Harrison, Pickett's Men, 128.
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hot meal in days. On May 30, the Virginians moved into front line
trenches to the northwest of Cold Harbor and deployed pickets.

On June 1, Federal forces launched a heavy attack to the right
of Pickett'g position. The fighting on the right continued for two
days without seriously affecting the Virginians, who manned their
trenches in expectation of combat .20

The battle of Cold Harbor ended as Grant again moved east and
south, leaving Pickett's Division without having participated in the
action except for skirmishes and patrols. Pickett, with the remnants
of the 1llth Virginia within his ranks, followed the Union army
to the banks of the James River. Fording via a& pontoon bridge, the
pursuit continued across the James. Heavy firing took-place, but
again Terry's Brigade was not :involl.v:.-.d..zL

On June 17, south of the James, Pickett's men proceeded along
the Richmond-Petersburg turnpike. Approaching a wooded stretch of
road neaxr Walthall Junction, the column was surprised to receive

fire on its flank.. The musketry came from a system of old trenches

20 poehr, 1st Virginia, 51; Harrison, Pickett's Men, 128. See also
Reeve, "Reminiscences.' ‘

21 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Loehr, lst Virginia, 52. SHSP,
VII (1879), 503-12, is the official diery of Gen. Anderson's Corps for
the period June 1-Oct. 18, 1864. The movements from June 1 until
Pickett was detached (June 18, 186L4) are most useful.
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erected by Beauregard, but abandoned by him when his troops moved
south to defend Petersburg. Federal soldiers of Gen. Ben Butler
had filed into the old Confederate trenches and executed the ambush.
Pickett ordered his brigades to change foxmation and charge the
Federal force. The Virginians moved swiftly and captured the first
line of trenches before da.rk.22

The Southern troops held the first trench line until well into
the next day. Near I p. m. on Jﬁne 18, after exchanging fire all :.
day, the Confederates rushed the Federal lines and drove the blueclad
soldiers from all the o0ld works near the Clay House. The assault was
an overwhelming success, despite a belated order from Gen. Lee
cancelling the attack as being potentially too dangerous. Lee
followed up the victory with a letter warmly praising Pickett's
Division for its excellent attack. In addition, the army commander
ordered Pickett to remain in the area of his victory so as to hold
Butler at bay. As a result, the llth Virginia occupied a position

facing Bermuda Hundred for the rest of the snmmer.23

22 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Harrison, Pickett's Men, 129-30;
Loehr, lst Virginia, 52-53.

23 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Harrison, Pickett's Men, 130;
Johnston, Confederate Boy, 272.




CEAPTER IX

SOLDIERS TO THE END

The Bermuda Hundred lines quickly became a quiet backwash as
the tide of batile swept south and battered Petersburg. Elements
of Pickett's Division shifted continuoua]&, yet remained within the
area from Drewry's Bluff to Swift Creek, north of Pett.ersburg.:L The
11th Virginia spent its time improving trenches and standing picket
to insure that the Federal Army of the James did not move from
the area between the James and Appomattox Rivers.

In late June, recognizing the excellent capability of William R.
Ter;;.'y, the Conrederﬁte high command promoted him to brigadier and
gave him official command of his 'brigade.a Terry's Brigade had
suffered heavy casualties since leaving North Ga.roiim. The 1llth
Virginia lost several companies at Milford Statiom in addit:lon to
several killed and injured in the Drewry's Bluff end Clay House
battles. The lst Virginia was so small--battalion size--that it

required only one field officer.3 The report for Company G of the

1 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 272. See also Harrisom, Pickett's
Men, 131.

2 official Records, XL, pt. 2, 69%.

3 Blackford, Memoirs of Life, II, 25k.

a9
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11th Regiment listed only 1 officer and 23 men present for duty. John
4

H. Smith commanded the Regiment.  His troops soon acclimated themselves
to the easy life and established a camp complete with log cabins,
flower-bordered walks and grass Sl.a\atns.5

On August 16, the lst, 1llth and 19th Regiments moved north of
the James, into the area near Chafin's Ferm, end entered a series of
lines held by the Richmond Militia. The day following their arrival,
Gen. Lee inspected the new deployment. Lee voiced his confidence
when he learned who held the lines. "All right, I know these men,
-and they will do their duty."6

The next day, relieving Ambrose R. Wright's Georgians, the
Virginians occupied trenches near Fussell's Mills, where they spent
the day digging and the night standing guard--all in the rain.

The dawn of August 19 revealed Federal pickets not far ahead.

To the amazement of the militia forces, the Virginians immediately

4 Strength return for Co. G, 1lth Virginia Records. See also
Official Records, XLII, pt. 2, 1168. This writer could not ascertain
seniority among captains within the 1llth Va., but feels that Robert
M. Mitchell's date of rank to be Apr. 26, 1862 (date of his election),
. while J. H. Smith and Robert Douthat's captaincies dated from May 23,
1862 (date of Otey's promotion), and May 31, 1862 (date of Fowlkes'
death), respectively. When Mitchell was wounded at Milford Statiom,
Smith assumed coumand. '

9 Blackford, Memoirs of Life, II, 25k.

6 Loehr, 1st Virginiw, 53.
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set out to meet their enemies. "Don't fire," they shouted, "we're
Pickett's Division," as if to infer that any shooting would lead teo
disaster. They then established meeting points to exchange news-
papers, coffee and tobacco. The friendships were short-lived,
however, as on August 20 the three regiments again returmed to the
Bermuda Hundred lines.l

Desertions began to plague the Southern ranks. Om September 5,
8 Federal report listed & man from the llth Virginia as having

8 On October 18, a soldier of

"come over" to the Northerm lines.
the Tth Virginia was executed behind the Brigade quarters. Sergeant
Loehr reported that "all six balls had gome through the center of
his breast and entered the stake to which he was tied, cutting the
stake in half."? One member of Company G complained that the many
desertions--some by "excellent soldiers"--had seriously impaired the
Regiment's combat efficiency. The unit was so reduced by absences
and sickness that men had to stand picket duty every third night as

well a8 hold the trenches between picket tours. This same Company G

T Loebr, 1st Virginla, 53-5k.

8 orficial Records, XLII, pt. 2, 699.

9 Loenr, lst Virginia, S5k.
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soldier noted one acquaintance listed in the newspaper as "captured"
and scorned that "it was as plain a case of desertion as anycne ever
saw." He had chased an escapee the previous night while on picket
duty. The idea of capturing a messmate for execution did not set
well, yet the capture could mean a furlough for the picket. The
soldier's letter reflected the ambivalence of his feelings as he
wrote: "I don't want to catch them, but I will do it for a furlough,
iz I can." |

The Bermuda Hundred lines offered many opportunities for
opposing soldiers to fraternize. Such meetings proceeded pleasantly
until late November, 186l, when a Negro regiment moved into the
Federal lines opposite the Virginians. The trading and fraterni-
zation ceased immediately; sniping continued until the enemy
commanders replaced the black troops.ll

As winter deepened, Terry's Brigade moved to the extremes left
of the Confederate lines near Howlett House where, on January 22,
1865, the men witneesed an unsucéessful assault upon Richmond by

Federal gunboats .12

10 Unidentified soldier to cousin, Oct. 10, 1864, Thomas F. Kelley
Papers, Duke University. The letter is headed "Camp of Co. G, llth Va.,"
and is signed "Samuel."

u Loehr, lst Virginis, 54. For an insight into the Confederate
a;6lgier's view of black troops, see Holland, "Recollecticms," Jan. 2k,
1 . : . .

12 114,
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By this time, the soldiers were feeling the effect of food short-
ages. The normal 1864 ration, which had been "one-quarter pound rancid
bacon plus & little meal," now shrunk to a fracticn of that amount..>
Yet the Lynchburg Soldiers' Relief Society functioned steadily as
James B. Tilden continued his trips to the lines with gifts from

Lynchburg families .lh‘

Food had beccume expensive at home and on the
warfront. In January, 1865, a small loaf of bread cost two dollars g0

During the winter many new and old faces appeared in the llth
Regiment ranks. Captain Mitchell returned to take command of the
Regiment; conscripts filled out depleted companies so that Picketti's
Division of four brigades (those of Corse, George H. Steuart, Eppa
Hunton and Terry) had a total strength of 6,372 men.16

Desertions continued, however. One escapee reported to his
Union captors ‘that the officers in Terry's Brigade were holding
meetings in which they forced the men to vote for continuing the
struggle. The deserter claimed that, with his officers watching, he

could vote only for war.17

13 warfield, Memoirs, 202-03.
14 Tynchburg Virginian, Dec. 11, 186k4.

15 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 30Ll.

16 official Records, XLII, pt. 3, 1362; XLVI, pt. 2, 1180, 1268.

17 mid., XIVI, pt. 2, 299, 581; pt. 3, 1332.
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Despite amiable relations with Federal troops opposite them, the
Virginians did experience scme dangers. John Conley of the llth
Virginia lost a leg from a shell explosion. He had been using the
missile as an "and-iron" in his ca‘bin.l8 |

As winter relaxed its hold on Virginia, Pickett's Division again
shifted position. On March 5, Gen. William Mahone's Division filed
into the Bermuda Hundred line in relief of Pickett's troops. The
Virginians moved toward Chester Station in a two-day downpour of rain.
On March 8, the entire Division passed in a Grand Review; the follow-
ing day, the men began a series of driving hikes intended to meet
and repulse a cavalry raid by Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. The marches
were fruitless as Sheridan turned east before reaching Richmond.

This attempt to catch and fight mounted men e#hauatcd the Virginians.
By March 18, Pickett had returned to the Richmond lines.l?

The Brigade broke camp near Nine Mile Road on March 25 and
marched to Richmond, where it boarded trains to Dunlop's Statiom.
The men remained there until March 29, when they crossed the

Appomattox River by pontoon bridge and boarded & train om the South-

18 1ynchburg Virginian, Jan. 31, 1865.

19 Reeve, "Reminiscences.” See also Harrison, Pickett's Menm, 131;
Loehr, lst Virginias, 57-58; Johnston, Confederate Boy, 305.




125

side Railroad for Sutherland Station. The battles about Petersburg
were moving to a climax. Lee ordered Pickett to the Confederate right
flank .20

With rain constantly falling, the Virginians disembarked at the
station and marched over Hutcher's Run to the extreme right of lLee's
lines. The streams were flooded, the roads almost impassable, when,
at daylight on March 30, the 1lth Virginia arrived at its destination.2l
General Steuart was in temporary command of Pickett's Division; Lt.
Col. J. R. Hutter, released by the Northern authorities, had returned
to assume command of the 1llth Virginia.22 Although the soldiers
experienced occasional bruaheé with Federal skirmishers in the rain,
no serious engagements occurred.23

General Lee rode to his right flank and outlined his plan for
Pickett's troops. He ordered Pickett to lead an attack that would
drive across Chamberlayne's Creek toward Dinwiddlie Court House.

Pickett would be reinforced by the brigades of William H. Wallace

20 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Loehr, lst Virginia, 58;
Harrison, Pickett's Men, 135.

21 Harrison, Pickett's Men, 135.

22 mytter credited Sen. Simoen Cemeron of Pa. as having "influenced"
his exchange, which occurred Jan. 27, 1865. See letter of J. R. Hutter
to Superintendent, V. M. I., Nov. 17, 1903, in "201 File for J. Risque
Hutter, " V. Mo I. ) . . .

23 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 309.




126

and Matt W. Ransom. General Fitzhugh Lee's cavelry troops were to
lend Pickett additional strength. Other units along the Confederate
line to the east would make coordinated a:l;ttax:ks.22~L Terry's Brigade
moved to the assault jump-off point, a road Jjunction called Five Forks.
By sunset on March 30, the men were prepared and ready to 30.25

March 31 dawned clear and beautiful. The men of the llth
Virginia rose in good spirits after the ra.in.26 Terry's Brigade
led the march along the road to Dinwiddie Court House. The 2Lith
Virginia headed the marching column with the 1llth Regiment in second
place. As the columns approached Chamberlayne's Creek, a cavalxy
picket rode back to report that the stream crossing was held by the
enemy. EHalting his brigade, Terry ordered the 2ith Virginia to
disperse the bluecocats. Hutter, commanding the llth Regimenf »
received orders to hold back any Confederate force that might confuse
the battle by entering the area, and to be prepared to go to the aid

of the asdvance regiment.27

24 Barrison, Pickett's Mem, 135-36.

25 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 309-10.

26 SHSP, XXXV (1907), 357-62, is Hutter's account of the engagements
for Mar. 31 and Apr. 1, 1865. Hereafter cited as Hutter, "Five Forks."

2T Tbid. Hutter identified the stream as Hutcher's Run, but it appears
more likely to have been Chamberlsyne's Creek. See Harrison, Pickett's
Men, 137.
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As the 24th Regiment moved into battle, Butter took his post short
of the stream. Very shortly thereafter, a courier informed the colonel
that he should hurry across the ford to assist Terry's forces. -Order-
ing his companies to start entering the stream, Hutter rode ahead to
Gen. Terry for specific instructions. Terry directed Hutter to bring
his troops across in column, then to march by the right flank into an
attack against the woods lining the west side of the road. The 1llth
Virginia filed south across the stream, each man pivoting to the
right and charging into the woods. The Federal forces offered little
resistance and withdrew, leaving seventeen horses. Bntfer heard that
Gen. Terry had lost his mount and offered his commander & new horse--
only to learn that Terry had broken a leg when his horse fell.28
Colonel Joseph Mayo of the 3rd Virginia took command of the Brigsade.

Mayo ordered the Virginians to continue in pursuit. The chase
lasted until dark. At Dinwiddie Court House the Confederates halted
until midnight, when orders arrived for the Virginians to return to
Five Forks over a different route. The men reached their destination
after dawn, then began erecting breastworks at the road Junction. Lee
directed Pickett to hold the Five Forks Junction at all costs in order

to prevent Federal seizure of the Southside Railroad, three miles to

28 putter, "Five Forks." See also Official Records, XIVI, pt. 3,
1371. , |
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the north.29

Pickett stationed his force facing south along White Oak Road,
which ran west to east. Terry's Brigade held the position to the
right of the fork, with Corse's Brigade on its right and Steuart's on
its left. Matt Ransom's troops were behind Steuart. The men felled
trees and dug trenches so that by noon, April 1, they had thrown up
hasty, yet substantial, breastworks. By this time, they had been
without sleep for forty hours.3o ‘ |

The noise of battle sounded in the east to the .leﬁ: of the llth
Virginia. "All sorts of rumors were afloat" regarding the firing,
Hutter obserw:d..3:L Pickett was not present, and the brigade com-
manders were reluctant to move independently without their division
commnander's approval. Hutter sent Company B ‘fomrd as Brigade
pickets while the Virginians attempted to sleep. The firing an the
left grew louder. In a short while, musketry began in the woods
where Company B had its outposts. Hutter rode forward from the
breastworks to check on his company. When a messenger reported all

to be well, he returned to the lines. Yet the picket firing suddenly

29 Harrison, Pickett's Men, 138; Hutter, "Five Forks."

30 Hutter, "Five Forks."

31 mia.
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accelerated to a climax, then became still. A soldier from Company B
dashed back to the line and informed all that his unit had been
captured.

At sbout the same time, Col. Mayo ordered the 1llth Virginia to
wove by the left flank to reinforce Ransom's forces, which were being
driven back. Hutter marched his Regiment a quarter-mile eastward
and reported to Ransom. 7ae North C:rolinian pointed north to the
Confederate rear and directed Butter to meot a Fodexral attack which
was threatening to engulf the gray line. The Virginians moved north-
ward only to find a great Federal force advancing upon them. Hutter
sent three couriers to the brigade commanders to warn of the danger
t0 their rear, then moved forward into battle.

The regimental attack bogged down almost immediately as the
Federal line extended beyond both Confederate flanks. Completely
surrounded, Eutter attempted to disengage but was unsble to fight
free, although one company managed to escape. As he backed toward
the Confederate lines, Hutter became aware that Union cavalry had
cut between his force and the remainder of Pickett's Division. Just
released from a Northern prison, Hutter had no taste for ancther
capture. KHe mounted his horse and attempted to escape. When he
realized it wes uselc;s, he rode back to his colors and ordered his

men to surrender. The great body of the 1lth Virginia fell into
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Northern hands. "We had fought our last battle," Hutter stated.32

Despite a wound, Pvt. Jud Davidson managed to escape. As he
lay in the middle of a road, a Federal cavalry unit bore down upon
him. An officer riding at the head of the column halted the horsemen
and ordered scaecne to 1lift Davidson to the side of the road. Propped
against a tree, Davidson asked the namé of his savior.

"Never mind, Johnny Reb," the officer shouted, "Just do the
same for & Yank in trouble."

The cavalxry galloped on.33

During the night of April 1, remnants of Pickett's Division re-
organiz=d near the Southside Railroad. Early the next morning, the
men mcyed west along the Appomattox River and rcached Amelia Court
House, where thcy pa' ied briefly at nightfail before beading toward
Farmville. On Apri: 4, the Virginians joined Gen. Richard S. Ewell's
retreating command. By April 5, the weary, hungry, stumbling men

34

halted near Sayler's Creek. Taey had eaten nothing but parched

corn for two days. Their animals had received less. All had been

32 Rutter, "Five Forks." The only casualty figures available show
that Co. G lost 3 kiliec¢. 3 wounded and 17 captured in this fight.
See Blackford, Anaals, lil.

33 "Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud Davidson," Lynchburg KNews,
Oct. 25, 1959.

34 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Johnston, Confederate Boy,
323-25 .
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without : eep end ivnder nsiant harrassment and fire, &s the relentless
Grant pre:sed for vizto -

On April €, at Jay ~'s Creek, Pickett fought a rear guard
action to permit Lee's cicape. The task was hopeless, yet the
Confederate forces held cut until nightfall wheam, surround=d and cut
off, ocutnumbered and overwhelmed, hungry and worn, they surrendered.35

Even then, some men managed to fight their way clear. Private
Holland of Company G had been away frca the main force foraging for
Pickett's enimals. He returned to learn that his Regiment had been
wiped out.36 Holland, plus 27 men and 1 officer, were the total
strength of the unit when it surrendered at Appoma.ttox.37 The llth

Infantry Regiment, Virginia Volunteers, was no more.

35 The cnly available casuelty figures for Sayli~r's Creek lists 1
killed, 5 cepturcd {including Capt. J. H. Smith) im Co. G. See
Blackford, Annals, 1ll.

36 Holland, "Recollections,” Febe 7, 1960.

3T srsp, xv (1887), 5-6, 70, 87, ia the parole list. One officer,
Lt. L. lofsinger of Co. D, was paroled. Of the men, 6 were from Co. C,
5 from E, 4 each from K ard B, 3 from G, 2 from F and I, and 1 from
D.



APIER X

EPILCGUE -

This study, in depth, of a Civil War unit is a mere one regiment
wide. It is, therefore, difficult to evaluate the history of the
1lth Virginia Regiment. Muach of what could be added would be cbvious
platitudes or insignificances. Yet, some velid facts do emerge.

The men of the 1:.th Regiw<ut did not fight for slavery or to
protect the "Southern way of iife." Tuaelr actions stemmed from a
fear that ‘‘orthern fs.atics--personified by John Brown--were bent
on exterminating them. The issue was not preservation, but exist-
ence. The fact that the Virginians fought so fiercely may well be
that they considerec thenselves literally fighting for their lives.

The Southerner was ore of an outdoors man, more familisr
with the field and rifle than his enemy. Yet, he was also a loner
who had difficulty adapting to the conditions of crowded raﬁ.ks.
Medical reports list an unusually high incidence of diseases and
deaths.

Scholaxrly Samuel Garland was not too schoolish for his coumand.

Before his death at Boonsboro, he was one of the most promising
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brigadiers in the Confederacy. Yet his total "military" experience
was that provided by the Virginia Mildtary Institute.

This institution provided the llth Virginia with most of its senior
officers. It would appear that V. M. I. served the Confederate State
of Virginia fully as well--if not better--than West Point served a.ny
single Northern state.

The men of the 1llth Regiment were human. They straggled, looted,
damned their officers and ignoy<d orders whenever the opportunity
arose. They were also soldiers. When they defended, &s at Blackburn's
Ford, they held well. When they charged with reasonable support, as
at Williamsburg and Second Manassas, they were irresistible. In
the surpiise encounter, as at Dranesville, they held their own. When
they failed, as they did at Frayser's Farm, Antietam, Gettysburg and
Five Forks, it was because of overwhelming odds.

The llth Virginia Regiment enjoyed a good reputation among its
sister regiments. Thils writer found no criticism directed against
its ranks. Indeed, the men of the llth Regiment felt that they had
pexrformed well. They brought that feeling home when they returned
from the war. Today, 110 years following the formstiom of ithe “Home
Guard," Lynchburg knows and boasts of its Regiment.

Therefore, the inexperienced student attempting to write an

epitaph for the llth Virginia may well be undertaking *he impossible.
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Onc wman within the ranks has already done better than this writer.
To the question of why they fought and how they saw themselves,
Capt. Morgan observed:

The Eleventh . . . won an enviable reputation, it was
well officered, well drilled &i:: not excelled by eay
regiment in the First Brigade . . . this brigade was
not surpassed by any division iii Lon:-streci's Corps;
Longstreet's Corps was equal to ny coxrps in the Amy
of Northern Virginia, and the world i -ver saw a better
army than the Army of Northexn Virginia.t

1 Morgan, Reminiscences, 49.




BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

In considering this essay, the reader is asked to keep three
points in mind. First, the nature of study in the field of unit
histories is such that no writer can claim to produce a conclusive
bibliography for a Virginia Civil War regiment. Each history lies
in constant danger of obsolescence because of the rich trove of
unrevealed letters, diaries and material still stored in attics
or family scrapbooks. This writer can claim only that he investi-
gated all logical sources relative to the 1llth Virginia.

Secondly, the viewpoint the writer attempted was that of a
microview--an infantryman's view--of the Civil War. Hence, he
approached the vast library of Civil War books with the intent of
appraising only those volumes that affected the llth Virginia
Regiment.

Thirdly, when the writer could find no 1lth Regiment source
to describe the movement or status of the Virginians, he chose
extant material on sister regiments. The inherent danger exists
that, in a 3,000-man brigade, each regiment might fight an entirely

different engagement spread over a complex battlefield. The danger
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lessens as, at Antietam for instance, 350 men constituted the Brigade.
The writer attempted to insure that the action described did affect

the 1lth Virginia.

Manusecripts

The most vital manuscript collection for the 1llth Virginia is
the Confederate Records in the Virginia State Archives in Richmond.
Company and regiment strength returns, payrolls, sick reports and
descriptive muster rolls all provided basic material for this study.

Three diaries proved to be most helpful in the first half of
this paper. William M. Blackford had been the editor of a
Lynchburg newspaper before the war. Of five sons in the Confederate
Army, one served in the 1llth Virginia. Blackford helped form the
"Home Guard," visited his sons at camp and confided his views in a
diary that 1s now deposited at the University of Virginia.

Robert G. H. Kean, a prominent Lynchburg citizen, also assisted
in the creation of the "Home Guard" and later rose to become head
of the Confederate Bureau of War. His diary, spanning the period
directly following First Manassas until the spring of 1862, provides
excellent insights into camp life and persocnal feelings. Kean's

diary is also at the University of Virginia.
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The Smith-Pickett Diary is actually two series of entries:
those of William Randolph Smith from his arrival, in 1861, at
Mansssas until his death at Frayser's Farm; and those of George S.

- Pickett from the period following Antietam until the winter follow-
ing Fredericksburg. The Pickett entries are particularly inform-
ative for weather and menus. Smith and Pickett were in Company F
of the 1Tth Virginia. The Smith-Pickett diary is at the University
of Virginia.

Charles F. Barnes' letters tell of picket duty and camp life
during the period before Blackburn's Ford. His brother, Edward
C. Barnes, joined Company G and wrote three outstanding letters
describing the private's reaction to Pickett's Charge, the deploy-
ment against New Bern and the investment of Plymouth. The Barnes
Family Manuscripts are at the University of Virginia.

Richard B. Buck wrote about twenty-five letters between March,
1861, and March, 1862. The typescript of those letters is at the
University of Virginia.

The Franklin Papers in the Virginia Historical Society contain
an excellent letter describing the engagement at Dranesville.

At the Perkins Library of Duke University, the John Oakey

Papers and the Thomas F. Kelley Papers contain a series of letters
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from an unidentified member of Coupany G, 1lth Virginia. The few
letters include reports of camp life and picket duty following
Seven Pines and Fredericksburg, as well as Smithfield, N. C., and
Bermuda Hundred camps.

James Lawson Keuper coumanded the brigade to which the llth
Regiment belonged. Kemper's pspers are at the University of Virginia
but contain very little material bearing on his regiments.

The Virginia Military Institute maintains a series of "201
Files" of its former students. The files contain much biographical
information, as well as some letters from alumni regarding their
wartime activities. Samuel Garland, Kirkwood Otey, J. R. Hutter,
Eusebius Fowlkes, James E. Blankenship, Carter H. Harrison and
John C. Ward all attended V. M. I.

Edward Payson Reeve wrote a memoir of his service in the 1lst
Virginia. His typewritten "Civil War Reminiscenées of Captain
Edward Payson Reeve, 1861-1865" is an excellent source and is
in the Southern Historical Collection of the University of Noxth
Carolina. ‘

Two general typescript histories make minor reference to the
11th Virginia. "Lynchburg's Petit Military Argosy" by Edley

Craighill (Lynchburg, 1939), identifies and describes the military
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units of that city from militia units in the time of Bacon's Rebellion
to World War I. It makes mere mention of the llth Regiment. J. T.
Oakey's "The Story of 0Old Lynchburg College," prepared for Lynchburg's
Sesqui-Centennial in 1936, refers briefly to Capt. Blankenship's

"Lynchburg Rifles" of the llth Virginia.

' Primary Sources

The basic published source for any history of the Civil War is

the U. S. War Dept. (comp.), War of the Rebellion: A Compilation

of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies

(Washington, 1880-1901), 128 vols. The Official Records are subJject

to error and exaggeration, yet are indispensable to any study of
Civil War military history.
Three other, excellent studies throw light on the llth Virginia.

William H. Morgan, Personal Reminiscences of the War of 1861-5

(Lynchburg, 1911), tells the Regiment's story through the eyes of
the commanding officer of Company C. At times understandably
emotional, at other times reflecting its late publication, Morgan's
book nevertheless gives an intimate picture of the mén and events of
the 1llth Regiment. |
William Preston Holland served in Company G from the Lynchburg

departure until Appomattox. His memoirs, "Recollections of a Private,"
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ran serially in the Lynchburg News from November 1, 1959, through
February 7, 1960. When he could not recall a battle or event,
Holland indicated so; yet when he did reccunt an incident, it was
told with a truthful freshness. Holland was present at many battles
which William Morgan missed.

The Lynchburg Daily Virginian was published throughout the war.

Space declined as the war continued, and the newspaper carried less
and less material on the 1llth Regiment. During the first years,
however, many stories of the Regiment appeared. Battle reports gave
the names and extent of wounds for the companies of the Regiment.

The Blackford family (previously mentioned) p;'ovided several
boocks containing glimpses of the llth Regiment. Susan Leigh

Blackford compiled much of the family war letters in Memoirs of Life

In and Out of the Army in Virginla During the War Between The States

(2 vols., Lynchburg, 1894), which had a very limited distribution.
The letters were reduced to one volume and republished as Letters

From Lee's Army (New York, 1947). William W. Blackford, War Years

With Jeb Stuart (New York, 1945), and Launcelot M. Blackford, Mine

Eyes Have Seen The Glory (Cambridge, 1945), relate visits by the

Blackford brothers to llth Regiment camps. Charles M. Blackford, Jr.

headed a committee which wrote the Annals of the Lynchburg Home Guard

(Lynchburg, 1891), an account of Company G. The anonymous Record of
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the Lynchburg Home Guard (Lynchburg, 1877), may have been written

by members of the same group.

"Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud Davidson' appeared in the
Lynchburg News on October 25, 1959, and is a delightful letter from
Davidson telling of the fall of Plymouth, N. C., and of Davidson's
privations in the retreat from Petersburg during 1865.

In the absence of primary sources from within the llth Regiument,
the writer used material from men in sister regiments. Outstanding

in this area was Alexander Hunter, Johrnny Reb end Billy Yank (New

York, 1905). Hunter, a private in the 1T7th Regiment drew a vivid
portralt of the men, events and scenery that filled the war years.

Charles T. Loehr, War History of the Old First Virginia Infantry

Regiment, Army of Northern Virginia (Richmond, 1884), is a short

but excellent unit history. Next in value was John Dooley, John

Dooley, Confederate Soldier; His War Journal (Washington, 19L45),

edited by Joseph T. Durkin. Dooley was with the lst Virginia from
Antietam until Gettysburg. Dooley was both perceptive and expressive.
The 1Tth Virginia received additional coverage by George Wise,

History of the Seventeenth Virginia Infantry, CSA (Baltimore, 1870),

and Edgar Warfield, A Confederate Soldier's Memoirs (Richmond, 1936),

Both authors served from the formation of their companies; their books
are excellent sources for the period until Jjust prior to Fredericksburg.

Wise's book is by far the better as Warfield wrote late in life and
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used long quotes from both Wise and the Official Records.

Another sister regiment, the Tth Virginia, 1s treated by David

E. Johnston, The Story of a Confederate Boy in The Civil War (?ortland,
Ore., 1914). Douglas S. Freeman spoke well of the book, yet this
writer found Hunter, Wise and Loehr to be far more useful.

Beyond the brigade's regiments, few books proved of great

value. Walter Harrison, Pickett's Men: A Fragment of War History

(New York, 1870), contained a solid account of the movements of
Pickett's Division by its Adjutant General. Robert V. Johnson and

C. C. Buel (eds.), Battles and Leaders of the Civil War (4 vols.,

New York, 1884-1887), gave insights into the battle of South Mountain
and the retreat to Appomattox.

The Southern Historical Soclety Papers provided excellent

accounts of specific actions, written by the men who were involved.
Without additional comment, the following articles are cited as

worthy of reading by anyone interested in the 1lth Regiment:

Robert A. Bright, "Pickett's Charge," XXXI (1903).

B. D. Fry, "Pettigrew's Charge at Gettysburg," VII (1879).

J. R. Hutter, "The Eleventh at Five Forks," XXXV (1907).

Alexander Hunter, "Battle of Antietam,”" XXXI (1903).

C. F. James, "The Battle of Sailor's Creek," XXIV (1896).

Charles T. Loehr, "The First Virginia Infantry in the

Peninsula Campaign," XXI (1893).
~, "The '0ld First' Virginia at Gettysburg,” XXXII (1904).

"The Battle of Milford Station," XXVI %1898).

Lafayette McLaws, "Gettysburg," VII (1879).



143

Joseph Mayo, "Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg," XXXIV (1906).
John H. Smith, "The Battle of Gettysburg," XXXII (190L).
John W. Sumpter, "Fighting That Was Close by Us," XXXVII (1909).
Issac R. Trimble, "The Battle . . . of Gettysburg," XXVI (1898).
C. M. Wilcox, "Report of . ... the Battle of Gettysburg,"

VII (1879).

Additional primary materisl contained minor references to the
11th Regiment, yet served to validate the diaries and memoirs. Of

those books, the following were of slight value: William M. Owen,

In Camp and Battle With The Washington Artillery of New Orleans

(Boston, 1885); James Longstreet, From Manassas To Appomattox

(Bloomington, Ind., 1960), edited by James I. Robertsom, Jr.;
Jubal A. Early, War Memoirs (Bloomington, 1960), edited by Frank

E. Vandiver; Alfred Roman, The Military Operations of General

Beauregard (2 vols., New York, 1884); and G. Moxley Sorrel,

Recollections of a Confederate Staff Officer (New York, 1905).

Secondary Material

Douglas S. Freeman, Lee's Lieutenants; A Study in Command (3 vols.,

New York, 19L42-U4l), must top any list of references used to study
units in the Army of Northern Virginia. Particular attention should
be given to Freeman's excellent footnotes and the bibliographic
material at the end of Volume III. Lew A. Wallace, Jr., A Guide To

Virginia Military Organizations 1861-1865 (Richmond, 196L4) is an
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error-filled coupilation of units, commanders, nicknames and muster
dates for all Virginia units.

Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray; Lives of Confederate Com-

manders (Baton Rouge, 1959), gives biographical sketches of all U425

Confederate generals. Vincent J. Esposito (ed.), The West Point Atlas

of American Wars; Volume 1,” 1669-1900 (New York, 1959), assisted this

writer to locate the units and visualize their maneuvers.

Charles D. Walker, Bilographical Sketches of the Graduates and

Eléves of the Virginia Military Institute Who Fell During The War

between The States (Philadelphis, 1875), and the anonymous Register

of Former Cadets (Lexington, Va., 1957), contained helpful material

concerning V. M. I. men in the 1llth Regiment. The Commandant of the
United States Marine Corps provided a three-page blography of Col.
George Terrett.

The following city and county histories give data on the llth
Regiment but duplicate information availaeble in primary sources:

W. Asbury Christian, Lynchburg and Its People (Lynchburg, 1967); R. H.

Early, Campbell Chronicles and Family Sketches (Lynchburg, 1927);

Lynchburg, Va., Soldiers of Virginia Who Fought in Her Defense in the

War Between The States 1861-1865; Muster Rolls, Troops of Cavalry,

Companies of Artillery and Companies of Infantry, Organized, Recruited

or Enlisted, in Whole or in Part, in the City of Lynchburg During The
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War Between The States (Lynchburg, 1907); Oren F. Morton, A History of

Rockbridge County, Virginia (Staunton, Va., 1920); Emily G. Ramey and

John K. Gott, The Years of Anguish; Fauquier County, Virginia, 1861-

1865 (Warremton, Va., 1965); Lynchburg Sesqui-Centennial Assoc., Inc.,

The Saga of a City; Lynchburg, Virginia, 1786-1936 (Lynchburg, 1936);

and Rosa F. Yancey, Lynchburg and Its Neighbors (Richmond, 1935).

James I. Robertson, Jr., The Stonewall Brigade (Baton Rouge, 1963),

was the model for a scholarly approach to & Civil War socio-military

history.
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THE 11TH VIRGINIA INFANTRY REGIMENT, C.S.A.

Robert Thomas Bell
Abstract

This thesis is a socio-military history of a Confederate
infantry regiment. Formed principally of Lynchburg City and
Campbell County men, the Regiment fought in the Civil War as
part of Kemper's Brigade, Pickett's Division, Longstreet's Corps,
Lee's Aruy of Northern Virginia.

Through diaries, letters, memoirs and contemporary newspapérs,
the writer has traced the Regiment from its inception as individual
companies formed in reaction to John Brown's Raid until its
surrender at Appomattox. The entire effort focuses, whenever
possible, upon the officers and men of the Regiment. Thus,
little attention is paid to grand strategy or national politics.
Instead, drum rolls call the Regiment into formation for marches
to unknown fields. The men fight in battles that later give the
fields a place in history: First Manassés, Seven Pines, Frayser's
Farm, Second Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Suffolk, Gettysburg,
Plymouth, Drewry's Bluff, Cold Harbor, Bermuda Eundred, Five Forks

and Sayler's Creek. Even in battle, the emphasis remains on the



Regiment. Success or failure is measured by how the men felt they had
performed, rather than whether or not the army achieved victory.

The final result for the men of the 1llth Virginia was defeat
and surrender; yet, having suffered incredible hardship and having
faced overwhelming odds, they emerged as rather heroic individuals.
The thesis treats neither victory nor defeat, but men who gave

their best for a cause in which they had complete faith.
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