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CRAP.rER I 

THE HOME GUARD ANSWERS THE CALL 

John Brown was dead wrong. In his tormented mind, seizure of 

the Federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry would stir a Negro armed 

insurrection. As he mounted the gallows, armed men were indeed 

rising throughout the South. However, they were not slaves. 

At Lynchburg, a small tobacco city in Virginia's Piedmont, the 

news :from Harper's Ferry brought forth an immediate response. Writing 

in the city's newspaper, "Curtius" saw in the attack an unmistakable 

threat to Southern security. To him., Brown's raid was a warning of 

future harm. "To be :forewarned is to be :forearmed," the unknown 

writer stated; "you have been warned, but where are your arms?" Only 

a mi.litia could :face the irrepressible conflict" :foretold by the 
l 

"bloody reality o:f Harper' s Ferry. " T'.ne next day, in an article 

directed "to the mechanics o:f Lynchburg," the same writer begged :for 
2 the creation o:f an artillery company. "Curtius's" .last appeal was 

addressed to the young men of the city. Reviewing Lynchburg's patriotic 

response in yea.rs past, he recalled how public apathy, scoffer's 

l Lyz:chburg Dai1y Virginian, Oct. 251 1859. Hereafter cited as 
Lynchburg Virginian. 

2 ~., Oct. 264 1859. 

l 
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ridicule and civic non-support had :forced the youth to regret and then 

abandon their military duties so that a militia unit that had proudly 
3 served the city :f'ina.lly ceased to exist. "We are in the midst of 

exciting times which require every man to do his duty," wrote the 

author. T'.ae young men should return to "the sol.diering trade" and 

offer themselves to :form a "rifle corpse." Shoul.d they do so, "Curtius" 

promised unqua.l.ified support and admiration f'rom Lynchburg's leaders 
4 and public alike. 

On November l, 1859, determined to establish a unit, a. group o:f' 

prominent citizens hel.d an organizational meeting. Four days previously, 

a wild, statewide rumor reported an abolitionist :force headed toward 

Charleston to ef'f'ect the deliverance of John Brown. Maurice s. 
Langhorne and Kirkwood Otey had immediately telegraphed an offer to 

Governor Henry Wise to raise 100 Lynchburg men to help in repelling 

the expected attack.5 While the Governor had declined their o:f':fer--

since the rescue bad failed, the city was sui'f'iciently aroused to 

make a positive move. T'ne meeting, attended by Langhorne and Otey, 

3 For an outline of Lynchburg's military contribution from before 
Bacon's Rebellion through World War I, see Edley Craighill, "Lynchburg's 
Petit Military Argosy," a 1939 manuscript in the Jones Memorial Library, 
Lynchburg, Va. 

4 Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. 27, 1859. 

5 ~·1 Oct. 28, 1859. 
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considered. a constitution and bylaws, selection of drill leaders, means 

to arm a company, designation of a name for the troop, procurement of 

a drill area and recruiting methods. Calling their troop the "Home 
6 Guard," the men agreed to meet a week later. The committee to obtain 

a drill area secured the use of Martin's Warehouse where, on Friday, 

November 4, an initial drill took place. By this time, about sixty 

men had volunteered for the "company of foot."7 

The next meeting, held November 8, 1859, saw the selection of 

officers and adoption of a constitution. By a unanimous vote, 

Samuel Garland, Jr., became temporary commander and Kirkwood Otey 

orderly sergeant, pending State action regarding the organization. 

The new commander posted a drill schedule and accepted nine new 

recruits. After contributing their dues and initiation fees, members 

voted to become light infantry armed with percussion muskets and 

dressed. in the United States infantry uniform, substituting a cap 

for the Hungarian hat. 

Samuel Garland, Jr., the ne""w captain, was a thirty-year-old, 
8 socially prominent lawyer and a member of the city council. 

6 Lynchburg Virginian, Nov. 3, 1859. 

7 Ibid. 

8 Ibid., Oct. 29, 1859, listed Garland as a member of city council. 
Susan L:""""Blackford., in Memoir (Madison Heights, Va.., 1959), 12, told of 
Garland's playing host to 1\Ufus King. See also Susan L. Blackford 
(comp.), Letters From Lee's Ar-Fry' (New York, 1947), 3. .Hereafter cited 
as Blackford., Letters. 
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Having attended. Randolph-Ma.con Collece and Virginia Military Institute, 

Garland received his law degree :from the Univa:rsity af Virginia. He 

taught as a l.aw lecturer at Lynchburg College in his spare time.9 

Kirkwood. Otey, also a v. M. I. alumnus and one year older than his 

captain, vas a banker who had served. in the Virginia National. Guard.10 

Garland had an in:fant son; Otey did not marry until. 1862. 

Members o:f the "Heme Guard" bought their own uni:forms, initially 

ordered :from Philadelphia. They soon cancelled. the contra.ct in order 

· to permit local. tailors to ma.ke the uniforms :from Virginia materials .ll 

Guardsmen stored their uni:fo:rms at heme vith their Spring:field 

muskets, there being no armory in cynchburg. Garland's .law of.fice 

served as company head.quarters.12 A .later muster roll revealed. the 

"Heme Guard" to be a city unit: 37 members were merchants, 15 were 

clerks. In addition, the company contained 10 students, 6 :farmers, 

9 Rosa F. Yancey, Lynchbur~ and ·Its Neighbors (Richmond, 1935), 96-
98. Hereafter cited as Yancey, Lynchburg. See also "201 File for 
Samuel. Garland, Jr.," Virginia lf.J.lltary Institute, Lexington, Va. 

1.0 "201. Fil.e :for Kirkwood Otey, " V. l•i. I. See al.so Records af the 
llth Regiment o:f Virginia Volunteers, Virginia State Archives. Here-
a:f'ter cited as llth Virginia Records. 

ll Lynchburg Virginian, Dec. 8, 1859. 

l2 Charles M. Blackford, Jr., et- al., Annals· or· the- Lynchburg -Hollle' 
Guard (Lynchburg, 1891), 16-17. IIereat'ter cited as :Blackford, .Anna.ls-. 
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4 tobacconists, 3 lawyers, 2 bankers, plus an auctioneer, printer, 

machinist, musician, silversmith, carpenter, druggist, teacher and 

doctor. Ranging in age from eighteen to thirty-nine, 26 of the 106 

men were not yet twenty-one; 79 were twenty-five years or less. Only 

9 men were older than thirty.13 

Having solved the legal problems involved, the "Home Guard, on 

November 21, 1859, elected its officers. Samuel Garland became 

Captain; Kirkwood Otey, First Lieutenant. Second, T'nird and Fourth 

Lieutenants, sergeants and corporals, plus a secretary, treasurer, 

surgeon and armorer completed the officers of the unit. By then the 
14 

Guard numbered seventy men. 

Bi-weekly drill for the new company proved effective as the 

city's newspaper noted the "fine appearance and so.ldierly bearing" 

of the "Home Guard" during their first public show on December 23, 

when they exchanged greetings with the "Wythe Greys," enroute home 
15 from duty at the execution of John Brown. Lynchburg next saw its 

troops in late.January, i86o, at the "Home Guard's" first public drill. 

The paper pronounced the Guardsmen "exceedingly handsome" in their 

uniforms and boasted that they were an "honor to the city. 1116 Becoming 

13 llth Virginia Record.a. 

14 Lynchburg Virginian, Nov. 231 1859. 

15 ~., Dec. 23, 1859. 

l6 ~., Jan. 25, 1860. 
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a.n integral part of Lynchburg's civic life, the Guard participated 1n 

a militacy demonstration to celebrate George Washington's Birthday, 

a Flag presentation, visits to other cities, and even the winning of 

a $100 prize for a contest of military drill. 17 Yet the future for 

this group was ominous. In the foll.owing five years, the 100 men--

and their replacements--would suffer 117 casualties and participate 

in the bloodiest battles in American history.18 The "Home Guard" 

became Company G, 11th Regiment, Virginia Volunteers, Kemper's (later 

Terry's) Brigade, Pickett's Division, Longstreet's Corps, Arrrry of 

Northern Virginia. It would f'ight f'our long, agonizing years, from 

Manassas to Appomattox, and write an enduring history with its blood. 

During this same time, sister companies to the "Home Guard" had 

their origins. On January 23, 1860, the "Rifle Greys" of Lynchburg 

elected Maurice Langhorne as Captain arid uniformed itself with local 

materials sewed at home. During December .1859, the "Fincastle Rif'les" 

of Botetourt County completed its organization. Early in 1860, the 

"Clifton Greys" of' Pigeon Run (now Gladys in Campbell County) :formed 

and elected Adam. Clements, a thirty-four-year-old :farmer from Mount 

.17 Lynchburg Virginian, Feb. 22; Mar. 26, 31; Apr. 13; Oct. 27, 1860; 
Diary of William. M. Blackford, entry of Dec. 9, 1859, :Blackford Papers, 
University of' Virginia. Hereafter cited as Blackford Diary. 

l8 Record of the Lynchburg Home Guard (Lynchburg, 1877), 10. 
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Zion as its commander. Another Campbell County company cal1ed itseJ..f 

the "Southern Guards." Captain Robert C. Saunders was its commander. 

With the exception of nine men, the "Southern Guards" were farmers. 

Their youngest member was eighteen; their oldest, forty-two. Lynchburg 

College mustered. a unit called the "Lynchburg Rifles." Euseb1us 

Fowlkes, a. physician and graduate of Virginia lfdl.itary Institute, 

recruited and captained a Montgomery County unit known as the "Preston 

Guards.n Also from Lynchburg came the "Jef:f Davis Guard," commanded by 

twenty-year-old J. Risque Hutter, who had served as a V. M. I. cadet 

captain at the execution of John Brown. Fauquier and Culpeper Counties 

contributed men to form the "Rough and Ready Rif'lea" under James H. 

Jameson. The "Val1ey Regula.tors" from Botetourt and Rockbridge 

Counties selected Albert A. Yeatman as their lead.er.19 

Captain La.ngborne's "Rif:le Greys" ranged in ages :from sixteen to 

fif'ty. Langhorne was thirty-eight, a former militia officer and 
20 tobacco processor. His unit drew flintlock rifles provided by the 

19 11th Virginia Records. See al.so Lew A. Wa.11.ace, Jr., A Guide 
to Virginia Military Organizations, 1861-1865 (Richmond, 1964), 120-21. 
Herea.f'ter cited as Wallace, Guide. For details regarding the origins 
of the "Clifton Greys," see William H. Morgan, Personal Reminiscences 
of the War of 1.861-5 (Lynchburg, 19ll), 15-32. """'.Hereafter cited as 
Morgan, Reminiscences. The Lynchburg Virginian of Dec. 31 1859; Jan. 24, 
l&SO; and Apr. 22, 1861, reported the creation of the ".Bifle Greys" and 
the "Lynchburg Rifles." Captain Rutter's biography is in "201 File for 
J. Bisque Hutter," V. M. I.; Captain Fowlkes, in "201 File for Eusebius 
Fowlkes," v. M. I. 

20 l.l.th Virginia Records. 
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Commonweal.th of Virginia when the legisla.tur~ voted :funds for the new 

troops.21 In addition, the city council voted :funds :for equipment, 

and Lynchburg citizenry contributed. to-.rard a special. military 

22 collection. The ":Rifle Greys" had participated often 'W'ith the 

"Home Guard" in many of' Lynchburg's public affairs. 

The "Lynchburg Ri:f'les" contained faculty and students of Lynchburg 

College. Captain James E. Blankenship, ma.thematics professor and 

member of the military department of' the college, had graduated at 

the head of his cl.ass at Virgi.."lia Military Institute.23 This company 
24 was unusual in that it contained many married men. 

The national. events which "Cu.i.-tius" had foreseen in John Brown's 

raid continued their inexorable progress toward disunity. In the 

election o:f 1860, Samuel Garland campaigned for Breckenridge, yet 

saw the Lynchburg voters :favor Bell by a two-to-one margin. At the 

town meeting called to select delegates for· the state convention that 

would consider secession, Garland spoke for the Union. The city voted 

almost three-to-one in favor of retaining union 'W'ith the United 

States.25 Yet Lincoln's call for troops, and Virginia's negative 

21 w. Asbury Christian, Lynchburg and Its People (Lynchburg, J.967), 
181.. Hereafter cited as Christian, Lynchburg. 

22 ~., 194. 

23 "201 File for James E. Blankenship," v. M. I. 

24 Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 221 1861. 

25 Christian, Lynchburg, 187-88, 190-91. Lynchburg cast 969 votes 
tor Bell, 487 for"Breckenridge, and 132 for Douglas. The city voted 
1000-370 to remain in the Union. 
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reply, settled all doubts. Virginia joined the Confederacy. 

The excitement of events tumbling over each other quickly 

reached Lynchburg. "War! War! 1 Wart l ! " screamed an April 171 1861, 

head.l.ine. That same day, Capt. Garland published a list o:f' those 

materials each man in his company should procure and pack: 

two stout bla.,.'1.kets 
two woolen under-shirts, very heavy 
two pair thick cotton drawers 
four pair woolen socks 
two pair stout shoes or boots 
three towels 
four handl~erchiefs, silk comb, brush and 

toothbrush, stout linen thread., needles, wax, 
buttons, pins and thimble in a small bag 

knife, fork and spoon 
one ca..."lvas bedcove:r per two men 
one day's cooked rations in a tin box or 

knapsack 

The company would supply tin plates, cups and other camp equipment. 

Orders required the Guaros to leave their dress caps behind and 

hold themselves ready to answer any call. 26 

On Monday, April. 221 a.t 4 p. m., a telegraphic order directed the 

soldiers to report for duty in Richmond. Representatives or the rrHome 

Guam" and "Rifle Greys" quickly summoned all members. Riding eighteen 

miles, a mounted servant reached Capt. Sa.unders's home in order to 

deliver the same message :f'or the "Southe:rn Guard." Men :flocked to the 

photography shop, posing for photographs to leave with their loved ones. 

26 Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. l.6-19, 1861. La.nghorne's "Ri:f'le Greys" 
received a similar alert. 
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Signs appeared on numerous office doors and. display windows: "C1osed: 

Enlisted in the A:rm:y." Women who were sewing tents :for the "Home Guard" 

worked :feverishly to complete their projects before departure time.27 

About 8:30 the next morning, the "Rome Guard" and the 11Ri:fle Greys" 

formed in their drill areas, marched first to a muster point and then 

to the railroad depot, where local pastors preached sermons and. pro-

nounced blessings. T'ne f'arewells 1eft scarcely a dry eye at the station. 

The men mounted boxcars--no passenger cars were available--and, since 

the day was the warmest of the season, they kicked or knocked planks 

f'rom the sides o:f the cars for visibility and ventilation. Slowly the 

train moved from the station. 28 

The new soldiers had much to rea1ize about military travel. They 

loamed quickly fron an incident that occurred enroute to Richmond. 

Private C. F. Barnes fell asleep cluring the trip, released his hold 

and :fell from the freight ca.r. Eis haversack cushioned his fall. 

When other Guardsmen began searching :for him, Barnes was seen running 

unhurt toward the still-moving train. With the private safely stowed,, 

the journey ended at sundown at Richmond. Col.onel Jubal. Early met the 

train and ordered Garland to billet his troops in the de:funct Central 

Hotel. There they slept on bare :floors. The next morning,, April 241 

27 Blackf'ord. Diary,, Apr. 221 1861; Lynchburg Virginian,_ Apr. 231 1861. 

28 Blackford Diary,, Apr. 23, 1861; Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 241 1861. 
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1861, the men took their oath and joined the Coni'ederate service.29 

In mid-afternoon of the day the "Home Guard" and "Ri:fle Greys" 

departed Lynchburg, the "Southern Guard" marched into the city. Having 

received the message at midnight on April 221 Capt. Saunders had spent 

the night notifying his troops to muster the following morning for the 

march into town. They arrived hot, dusty and bedraggled; yet, to one 

spectator, they were a nfine looking, stalwart set o:f' men" who numbered 

more than 100, half of whom seemed to be over six feet tall. 30 As the 

"Southern Gue.rd" went into quarters at Lynchburg, an appeal went out 

to townswomen :for help in sewing fifty needed uniforms. These troops, 

prophesied the Lynchburg-Daily Virginian, would proudly serve the motto 

sewn on their lapels: "Give me Liberty, or give me Death. ,,3l. 

Within a few days, the Lynchburg units at Richmond moved to the 

Hermitage Fairgrounds where, under the direction of v. M. I. cadets, 

they continued military drill. At the same time, companies began 

29 William P. Holland, "Recollections of' a Private," Lynchburg News, 
Nov. 11 1959. T'nese recollections appeared serially, Nov. 11 l'.))9-
Dec. 13, 1960. Hereafter cited as Holland, "Recollections." T'ne report 
o:f Barnes ' fall appeared in the Lynchburg Virginian, Na.;"/ l, 1861. 
Richmond's accommodations were mentioned in the Richmond Daily Dispatch, 
Apr. 2 1 1861. 

30 Black.f"ord. Diary, Apr. 23-24, 1861. 

31 Lynchburg Virginian, Apr. 24, 1861. 
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merging into regiments and battalions. Following his promotion to 

Major, Samuel Garland became a battalion commander.32 Not completely 

satisfied Ytj.th this assignment, some men felt Garland seemed to be too 

much the scholar rather than soldier. A f'c·;r wouJ..d have preferred 

Ca.pt. Langhorne of the "Rif'l.e Greys" as battalion commander.33 

Shortly therea.:f'ter, Garland became a Colonel--with even more demand 

that he prove himsel.f as a sol.dier.34 

32 . 
Lynchburg Virginian, May 8, l.861; Hol.land., "Recollections," 

Nov. l, 1959· 

33 Yancey, Lynchburg, 70-71. 

34 llth Virginia Records. Garland's promotion received confirm-
ation by Virginia's Constitutional Convention on June 15, 1861. 



CRAPl'ER I-I 

BAPl'ISM OP A REGIMENT 

Military duty hoJ.ds a strange :fascination for most men. No one 

who has marched to a regimental. band. can ever completely ignore the 

beat of martial. music. No one who has stood in ranks with thousands 

o:f trained, heal.thy soldiers can :forget that overwhelming sense o:f 

unconquerable maleness. No one who has worn a tailored uniform can 

deny the resulting feeling of pride. Perhaps it is well that war 

can scmetimes be so captivating--1'or it is al.so certain to be hideously 

ugly. The soldier knows the boring monotony that dul.1s bis brain,, 

the humiliating assignments that tarnish his pride,, the savage in-

humanity that sears his soul. The :fitted unif o:rm lies in a locker 

while he practices endl.essly the simple steps of d.rill--repeating 

over and over,, learning and. overlear.cing until. he must repress al.1 

thought or rebel. He :finds honor and patriotism to be poor 

companions on a mission, or during picket duty when he is lonely and 

insecure. If he fights, he becomes much like the physicist described 

by J. Robert Oppenheim.er: 

In some sort ot crude sense which no vul.garity,, no humor,, 
no over-statement can quite extinguish, Lhll.eif have known 
sin; and this is a knowledge which they cannot J.ose.l. 

1 John Bartlett (comp.),, Familiar Quotati·omr by John Ba.rt-l.ett-
(Boston,, 1955),, 922. 

l.3 



14 

'.l:he men of the Lynchburg "Rome Guard" had tlu~illcd to e.. march down the 

ma.in street of an ad.t:llring ho:netO'".rn; they ha.d strutted, posed and 

banqueted; they had danced at dress balls. T"ney had e:i..-perienced. the 

glory of war. Soon, they would be called upon to pay the costs 

and it would be a frightf\.ll toll. 

The units forming and train:i.ng at r-uchmond. soon were to exchange 

the para.de :for the battleground •. Already the new Confederate govern-

ment had begun to plan its de:fense. To CoJ.. Phillip st. George 

Cocke vent orders for the establishment of a line o£ operations / :first 

in Alexandria and later at C-v.l.pcper Court House. Authorized. to cal.l up 

troops and organize regi~ants, Cocke solicited. and received units 
2 recruited from eleven counties, includin.g Ca:::;.pbel1 County. Robert 

E. Lee instructed Cocke, on Kay 61 1861, to "pest at ?/.ana.ssas Gap 

Junction a force su:f'i'icient to derend. that point ••• 113 • Cocke, 

in need or troops for this additional missioo.1 sought permission to 

use the Lynchburg companies al.ready cal.led to the colors. 4 Lee's 

response vas to dispatch CoJ.. Sa;;.:uel. Garland.' a Battalion designated. 

specifically -.for the K'lL.assa.s job.5 

3 ~-, 8o6. 

4~., 816-17. 

5 ~-, 82l.-22, 824. 
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Boarding a. train on l:';z.y 12, the ba-'.-:.ta.1.icn rode to Culpeper and 

arrived after dark. GarJ,.,.,,d diser.ilia.rked a.l.O:lo, received his assign-

m.ent, and returned to the "'rain, which continued its trip. Most of 

the men, lulled by the sound and ootion o:f the train, :fell into 

hypnotic sleep. Awakening the n-::..\:t l'.401-.a.ing, they :found themsel.ves rest-

ing in a siding that they soon discovered to be Ma.-.aasas Junction.6 The 

five-company battaliOll nuwbcred 490 men when it arrived at its new 

post.7 At Manassas Junction, they mcv~d into Ca.:;;-.p Pickens, established 

by South Carolina troops a.:ud n:: .. ~m.cd a.f'ter Gov..::rnor Francia W. Pickens. 8 

No sooner had Garland a.r:rivcd than he began accepting men to elevate 

his battalion to regiment status .9 At the ss.r..:.e tin.e, Col. George H. 

Terrett, formerly a Unite:d Stat~s Marina, took command o:f' the Virginia 

regiments at the rail junction.10 T~~rett's Foilrth Brigade also 

contained Al.exaLdria units, which wi·thdl4 ew under his command when 

6 Hollalld, "Recollectioos," liov. l, 1959· 

1 0-fficiaJ. Records-, II, 841. The battalion :l.nitia.ll.y consisted o:f 
the "Heme Guard 11 and rrRi:f'le G:..·oya" :f:rom Lyr::.chbu:rg, plus, in this vri ter' s 
opinion, the "Southern Gua...""'ds" r.rom ~pbell County and the "Fincastl.e 
Rifles" f'ran Botetourt County. A 490-m.:m batt&.1.ion woul.d £,p))ear to be 
:five, not f'ou:r, companies as stated in ibid. 

8 David E. Johnston, Tbe Stm."Y o-:f a· Cc::Q!-.e:G..o:.·atc :Boy 1.n ':L:~e- Civil: War 
(Portland, Ore., J..914), 46. Hol~cs.f'ter ci·.;ed as Johnston, Con:fcderate Boy. 

9 Of:ficial: Records;, II, 826-27, 845. 

lO ~~., 845, 944. Tc:r:r-att, boi--n in 1807 in :Fa:::rtax, Va., received 
his cc, . ;.ssion f'rom the Corps in 1830 and served with distinction in both 
tho Semi.uol.e and the Mexican Wars. 
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Union forces moved across the PotoiL.3.c.1.1 P.dd.itiona.l.ly, a regiment 

formed of Richoond co~pan:ies reported to Within the Brigade, 

the Richmond ur.dts became ·(;he lst :Regiment; the Alexandria troops, 

the 17th; and Garland's Batta.lion grew into the 1.1.th Regiment, 

Virginia Volunteers.13 

With the formation of a regimental organization, the can.pa.nies 

officially fo:rfeited their color-~ul titles and became lettered units. 

Thus, the 1.1.th Regiment consisted of the i'ol.lowing: 

Company 

A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
K 

"Ri:fle Greyz" 
11 Southcrn Guards" 
"Clifton Greys" 
"Fince.s'i;le I"'li:flcs 11 

"Lynchburg Rifles" 
"Preston Guards" 
nEom-~ Guard" 
"Je'f::f Davis Guaxds" 
nRough and Ready Ri:i?les" 
"Valley Regula.tors" 

Captain 

l•:S.u..."'ice S. Langhorne 
Robert C. Saunders 
Adam Clements 
Robert K. Tho:npson 
James E. Blankenship 
Eusebius Fowlkes 
Kirkwood Otey 
J. Risque Hutter 
James H. Jameson 
AJ.bert A. Yeatman 

Regimental. of-l'icers included Col. Samuel Garland, Lt. Col. David 

Funsten, and. Maj. O::IJ:1;er 11. liari"'ison.14 A si4i.all but excellent band 

1.1 George Wise, li:lstog o:t- the S.::v..:;ntccnt~'l Virginia Inf'antry,- -CSA 
(Baltimore, 1870), ll-l7. Rerca:i'ter cited as Wise, l't:::.h Virginia. 
Richard B. Buck to mother, !,fu.y J..9, 1861., let~,~ ~ ... ~a o:f fucharcrBayle Buck, 
University of Virginia. Herea.f'ter cited a.a Buck Letters. 

l2 Official Records, II, 826-27. 

l.3 ~., LI, pt. 2, 123. 

14 1.1.th Virginia :Records. Eccaus..:; tb~ lctJ'crs "J:" a.nd "J" o:ftcn looked 
alike, regiments did not use ".:..-" as a cc:npacy designator. Colonel Funaten 
was 42 and from Alexandria; Harrison enl.iatc~ ~rom Lancaster County. 
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completed the organization.15 By miQ-July, a.ll units had reported for 

duty under Col. Garl.a.nd.. 

Garland quickly demonstrated that h.-:i was as able on the drill 

field as in court or classroom. Belying on his V. M. I. training, 

he undertook to mold the various companies into a single tactical 

unit. T'ne men drilled on both company and regimental. levels. Soon, 

individual. soldiers and, later, the entire ca.Jlp became aware of 

Garland's skill. "Ow:s and the Fi~..s~.:; {f.agime-:;."'if axe considered the 

best drilled in the state and. we can beat them all hollow," bragged 
16 

Pvt. Charles F. Ba.mes, who had earlier :fal.len from the train. 

Private William P. Holland swelled with priO.e when an inspecting 

o:t'f'icer marked Garland 1 s men as the ''best pos·i;cd of a:ny ill the Army." 

Credit for this achieveu:.ent, wrote Holland, belonged to the "finest 

drill officer in the Arm:y. 1117 

Life at Ca.mp Pickens proved to be more demanding than merely 

l.5 Morgan, Reminiscences, 93; llth Virginia. Reco:..--0.s. G. Rich 
Lyman led the 8-t:lall regimental. oa.nd.. 

16 Charles F. Barnes to mdchc;:-1 June 271 1861, Barnes l,Januaoripts, 
University of Virginia. H0reo.ftc::- cited as Barnes z.:rss. In addition 
to Garland, I'il'.a.j. Harrison and Capts. Otey, Rutter, Blankenship, Hllston, 
Fowlkes and Pvt. (later Capt.) Ward had atteud.ed V. M. I. 

l7 Holland., "Recollections," Nov. l, 1959· 
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drill. 'Y.ne r;:;.en erected. thei:r cw::.. tent city on a level space northwest 

o:f the village and established a. ca::.:.? routine. T'.aey :formed small 

groups (of f'our to eight) who I:lessed together and shared the cooking 

chores. The company cooks issued the food while in camp but were 

responsible f'or combat meals. Initially many groups employed Negro 

cooks or servants, but later se~t thcae m~n ho;:;i.e when rations became 

scarce. The troops carried. their own cooking materials of' sheet iron. 

Scavenging battlefields, they would procure better ovens and skillets. 
18 Ca.st iron cookware led to better braad. C<::.:n.p rations were supple-

mented by whatever individual soldi~rs or a gxoup could gather on 

their own. Obtaining a pass, Pvt. Richard B. Buck celebrated 

July 4, 1861, by hiking a few miles away f:rci:;i CarJ.p and :picking 

cherries. "I tell you they w.:::r.;i n::.co, 11 ~e reported.19 Other men 

bought or begged foods f':ro:a neighboring f~ulS. By early July, if' 

they had received ca.:;;h fro;:a hc;;ic, the ".;roops pa.id f'or provisions with 

newly introduced Confederate mo~ey. Ii' curr~ncy was unavailable, they 

traded issue beef' and pork for fresh ve0ctablea or dairy :products.20 

18 Morgan, Rerniniscenccz, 31-32. 

19 Richard Buci~ to mo·i;hcr, July 4, 1861, :auck Letters. 

20 Blackf'ord Diary, July 3, 185.l. Soe al.so Alexand.er Hunter, 
Johnny R\!b and. Eill.y Yank (m.::w York, 1904), 73. 
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Whil.e at Ma.ne.ssa.s, Col. Garland experienced a persona.1 tragedy. 

On June 121 he 1.earned that his wii'e Eliza was dying.21 Ta.kiD.g 

immediate 1.eave, Garland arrived. in Lynchburg--only to :f'illd his 
22 vi:f'e dead. 

The Regiment, without its comm.and.er, sam.pl.ed a :f'irst taste of 

war on June J.8, when f'our companies performed an armed reconnaissance 

near Al.exandria.23 The f'orce rode north to the railhead, then 

marched :f'our miles to destroy a bridge and abutment. Private Barnes, 

who took pa.rt in the mission, sensed mo=ro excitement. "Matters are 

evidenta.lly drawing to a. :focus," he vrote, 11 sanething important is 
. 24 

evidenta.lly up ••• I mu.st stop now, as I have to clean rII:f gun." 

Picket and patrol duties kept the recruits occupied. The proud 

men of' the llth Virginia. had l.ittl.e respect for their enerII:f and 

experienced no doubts as to who w-as the better soldier. 25 In 

addition to pickets and patrols, the men mastered the art of' digging 

by creating breastworks and helping to install seige guns that woul.d 

21 Charles F. Barnes to mother, June 121 1861,, ·Ba.mes MSS. 

22 Lynchburg Virginian, June 131 1861.. 

23 Charl.es F. Ba.mes to mother, June 18, l.861., :Bar.lea MSS. 
Companies A,, B,, D and G performed this assignment. 

24 Ibid. 

25 ~.,, June 12,, 1861. 
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coornand the south side of the rail:rc;::.d. iT.J.iJ.e using improper tools at 

this duty, they were chided by South Carolina. troops. "If you all. 

seceded when South Carolina. did, " they he<l.L""'d, "you'd have the proper 

equipment. 1126 

Camp life had a n;arked effect on iupxcssionable Southerners. To 

the man who saw his neighbors on.ly at cnu.rch, muster or on holidays, 

the l.arge numbers were fascinating. Yet crowded camps exacted a price. 

Garland's sick report for June, l86J., listed 347 patients, and J. death 

:f'rom p;;ieumonia. or the sick, 109 su.fferc<l :r:..~om dysentery, 59 :from 

diarrhea. The report listed :regimental strength at 45 of'i'icera and 

8ll enlisted men. Conditions bec~I! so bad tha.t .A:rwy Head.quarters 

ordered :f'resh water delivered into Ca.ill:;;> by rail. in order to combat 
27 pollution. 

On Jul.y 2, the llth Virginia r~ceiv~d a new brigade commander. 

General. James Longstreet, an Alabn.mian, w.;;.s a u. s. A:;,.~.;,y veteran of 
28 the Mexican War. Longst~eet quickly mz..de his mark on the Brigade 

through unrelenting drill and other assig...""lW.Cnts that kept all hands 

26 Holland, "Recollections," IJov. l, l.959. 

27 llth Virginia. Records. T.c.c watex ca.rs a.re described in Hunter, 
Johnny Rcb and Billy Y.:.'.11~, 47-48. 

28 Douglas S. Freeman, Lee's Li.et:tc::.2.rrts-; · ;, Stud.:'r 1.:n Co;r:.,"1:;.::.nd 
(New York, 1942), I, 45. Eereartc11 cited. as ~'reemcn, Lee's i.ieutenu.nts. 
A soldier's view of Longstreet's appointment appeared in Lynchburg 
Virginian, Jul.y 15, 1861. 
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consta.nt1y busy. The soJ.diers learned to f'o:-m ranks, :fire weapons, 

conduct patrol.s, stand guard and man a skirmish llne. 

On July 17, 1861, while on a scouting mission seeking signs of 

Federal movements on a ford. southwest o:f camp, a patrol :from Company 

G heard the approach of a horse and identif'ied. the rider as Lt. J. 

Lawrence Meem, the regimental adjutant. l·foem gathered the squad 

together and ordered them to repo::..-i immediately to a crossing on 

Bull Run. He could remember only that the ford's name began with 

''B" and that it was a f'am11y name. So.ueone supplied the name--

Blackburn's Ford.--and the troops rapidly moved to that point.29 

Meanwhile, at Camp Pickens, the llth Virginia mustered,, broke 

camp and marched to the same :fo:rd. Deploying the Fourth Brigade by 

placing the 17th Regiment to the le:f't o:f the crossing and the lst 

Virginia to the right, Longstreet installed Garla.l'ld's unit in reserve 

behind the other two. T'.ae llth Virginia took a position on high 

ground d.irect1y south Of the f'ord. The ~en dug shall.ow trenches with 

their bayonets and settled down on their arms for an uneasy llight.30 

29 Holland, "Recollections," ~ov. l, J.959. 

30 Ibid.; Morgan, Re:::.iniscenccs, 51-52. Sec also Ed:w-a.rd P. Reeve, 
"Civil War Reminiscences or Captain Edward Payson Reeve, 1861-1865,," 
unpaged. typescript in the E<l.wa..""Cl Payson R.-::evo Coll;;;ction in the 
Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina. Here-
a:rter cited as Reeve, "Reminiscences." The best account of the battle 
is Lt. Meem's telegraph report to his hometown newspaper. See Iqnchburg 
Virginian, Ju1y 241 le6l. 
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Near sundown the :fidgety men received th~ir :first shock of war. 

Scattered ri:f'lef'ire came :from upstream; then Gen. Longstreet's rider-

less horse bounded into view. Longstreet appeared shortly therea:f'ter 

and expl.a.ined that he had worn a blue cOa.t and received :f'ire :f'rom 

some Louisiana troops who mistook him for a Fedcra.1 o:f'ficer. With 

approaching darkness,, the men again attempted to settle down along 

the banks of Bull Run. The night was hot; soldiers hung their 

canteens :f'il.J.ed with stream water on the branches of the trees to 

cooi.31 

July 181 J.861~ dawned quietly, and the morning passed without 

unusual incident. Elements of Company A. moved across the stream as 

skirmishers,, while Company G troops moved upstream to patrol the 

unmanned space between brigades. A--.. mi.ddo.y,, a bluecla.d. officer rode 

into the midst of the men of Company A. Cl.1 asking directions to 

Gen. Irvin McDowelJ.;s headquarters., h.:: learned that he had entered 

the Con:federate lines. T'.ae officer was shot when. he attempted to 

wheel his horse and make his escape. Southern outpost units saw 

increasing signs of Fcdera.1 forces,, thus ~ell back to their own lines 

south o:f' Bull Run. Federal. in:f'a.ntrym(;)n,, :followed by artillery,, ·ma.de 

their appearance as a Union force moved toward the stream's edgo.32 

3l. Holland,, "Recollections, " Nov. 81 .1959. 

32 Morgan., Reilliniscences, 52-55; O:ffic:t~l Records;, II,, 442. 
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A momentary silence :fol.lowed; then a Union canno~ boomed and. was 

promptly answered by Con:federate guns. K;,lskcts joined the battle and. 

added to the crescendo of sound. Crou.c..'l-ied with his regiment overlooking 

the artillery duel, Sgt. William H. :Morgan :t'ound. it to be almost dea.fen-

ing. 33 The :forces north o:f' the run held the better position as the 

north bank o:f' Bull Run, at Blackburn's Ford, rose immediately to a high 

blufi' <.::ut only by the road :from the stream. crossing. On the south, 

the bank was low; the fields behind were level and rose slightly to 

the area where the llth Virginia lay. This ad.vantage in position 

enabled the Federal artillery to :f'o:rce the Con:federa.te ca.:rmon :f'rom 

the area. As they did so, colu.::m.s 0-Z blueclad. so1diers moved into 

position preparatory to storuiing the :ford. T'.o.e1r attack :faltered under 

the hail o:f Southern musket balls. A second and third attack rose 

and. subsided. During the second attack, Gen. Longstreet rode to 

Garland and ordered the llth Vi:rgillia to send two ca::ipanies in a 

counterassault. Ge.rlalld seJ..ected. Naj • Ea.rl"ison to .lead Ccm.panies E 

and. H. The counterattack broke the Fudcra:l &.d.vance. Northern troops 

began to disengage. They soon fell back to -'che ground north of the 

ford. After the last in:f'antryz:an had. de:pu....-ted, the artillery :fire 

continued, then :fell silent as, this time, the Con:fed.>lrate battery 

proved 1tsel.f'. The counterforce :from. the l.lth Virginia retired to the 

33 Morgan, Reminiscences, 52-55. See also Officiai Records, II, 442. 
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"4 south bank • .:J With tb.e bat'tl.e c:c.d.cd, Longs~rcct called the l.st and l.7th 

Virginia from their lines aL.d s0~t the llth ~oz:.~cnt to hold the stream's 

edge. AJ.J. hands settled cla,r.a :fer 2 .. ::10'.;;h0r slc~plcss night. 

The battle at Blackburn's Ford cost Longstreet 69 cs.sual.t1es, 

including 20 killed. Union losses ve:ro eighty-threa. l·~jor Harrison, 

who led the attack, was a significant loss. Tne men first heard that 

Gar.land had :t'allen but later :found him all ve. "It was the better man, " 

Gar.land sighed.35 Ascribing the light casualties bluecoat misjudgment, 

Sgt. Morgan f'ound. the woods bchiud mid above the Con.f"ed.crate positions 

to be badly scarred. He :reasoned "i;hat the 1~orlhern illf'antrymen had 

f'ired high because of their el0v~tcd pc3itio.: above the stream. 

Another casualty, caused by battle fatiGue, resulted in the l.oss o£ 

Capt. Blankenship, Co:upariy E's co-.:i;:;:;"'.nder, vho .rose from his sickbed 

to.1ead his troop--o~ to break and flee under f'ire.36 

34 Longstreet's o:f:ficicl rcpo=-i.; is in 0-l'f'icial ..,,;:co;;.-Us, II, 461. 
See a1so Morgan, Rclli::isccmcc;::;1 55-59· 

35 For the report by the U:J.ion forces c:::;c.gcd, see 0-.ff~~ci8.J: Records, 
II, 312-14. See also ~., II, 46l.-63; Moi·ga.n, Rc:.:d.nisccnccs, 56. . 

36 roid., 61.-62. Bla.n..1<:.cns:O.ip reto.incd the :..~c3;:;.~,·d. or the men who 
t;:-J..ce wrote to his Appomatto:-: ho:ne m:d asked tn;:.-;.t b.~ retu:cn. wnen they 
received no :reply, the n:'"n held an ur.o:f:ficial clec·i:;ion a..""lcl selected 
Christopher v. Winfree as the new ca.ptz.in. During the initial. stages 
o"f' the war, military .J..a.ws had not developed; the Army accepted Winf'ree's 
election and permitted Blankenship to Tcsign. Blankenship taught school. 
in Virginia for the remainder o-r the war. See 11201 File 'for James E. 
Blankenship, " V. M. I. 
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Blankenship notwithstanding, the llth Virginia. fGlt proud of its 

baptism. Four comp<mies had taken. an ac·Civc part in the battle; two 

37 units ho.d participated in one of the initial charges of the war. 

AJ:J with al.l. soldiers, exaggeration slipp~d into the letters written 

home. "I have made some very narrow escapes indeed," wrote Pvt. Buck, 

whose uni~~ had been stationed do-..r.-:streru:n. from the f'ord. "I have had 

the bullets, grape, canister and shells to f'all around me like hail 

and not the least injured yet. 1138 Se;:gcant l·ro:..~3un reported a <Negro 

servant who provided so;ne hUJ:lo:r. When the shelling began, he broke 

and ran through the camp to :Bristow Station. "Dem big ball.a, 11 he 

stated, "come f'lying over me sayinz 'whar is you?' and I lit out in 

a hurry. 1139 

Friday, July 19, passed quietly, a.ad the ne;...-t day the Brigade 

moved f'orwa:rd a.gain into the lines along Bull Run. T'.ae evening of' 

July 20 passed quietly, but a cannon shot f'ax to the west of 

Bl.ackburn' s Ford announced dawn or tho nw..-t d.ay. The sound of an 

answering artillery piece orou.;ht forth ar..cth~x boom; then a rising 

chorus o:f salvos filled the air. Th-:: action was a distance upstrer•.m.1 

but men who heard the lowe:.:- mw.-mu:r or w.uskct:fil .. e knew that a major 

battle was underway. All. day gunfire s!:i.ook the g-.cound.1 yet no one 

37 Blacktord, Letters, 25. 

38 Richard B. Buck to mother, July 24, 1861, Buck Letters. 

39 Morgan, Reminisce~ccs, 63. 
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coul.d tell how the fighting was prog:rcssing. 

Earl.y that morning, el.c:nc;:rl;s or the llth Virginia had crossed Bull 

Run and taken positions as skirmishers. T'nese men soon came under 

Federa1 artillery fire and were compelled. to withdraw. Most of the 

men saw no Union soldiers until late in the day. Surprisingly, 

many who had slept poorly :for three nights dozed throughout that · 
4o first major land battle o'f the Civil War. 

Upstream the battle raged with only the sounds reaching Garland's 

huddled men. They expected to mount an attack of their own either 

in support of' the COilf ederate derense or to silence the artillery 

firing into their ranks. T'ne salvos changed in tempo and. intensity, 

reaching pea.ks followed by near silence vherein the troops could 

distinguish indi vidua1 shots. Men who had been shocked at the :fury 

of' the battle three days earlier were convinced that no one cou1d 
41 survive this day's gunfire. 

Toward sundown, the shooting slowed, th.;;n ceased. In the 

silence that followed, men coul.d hear a. strange sound. A savage, 

high-pitched yell spread ea.stva:rd, punctuated by cries of "Victory1 

Victoryl" Ea.ch detachment al.ong Bull Run rose and :passed the shout 

to their eastern neighboi~: ''Victory1 Victoryl" Louder and louder, 

4o Morgan, Re:::Uniscenccs, 72. 

41 ~- .. 72-73. 
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breaking as an ocean wave down the valley ca;:;;.e the cries, "Victoryt 

Victozy1" Intermingled with these shouts r~1g the strange sound of 

the "Rebel Yell," born in the success of :{3.n;:i.ssus and adopted by 

the Conf'ede:rate army. T'ne forces at Blackburn's Ford soon saw 

fleeing bluecoats and knew who had won. Repeating the cry of 

"Victory1," they passed the news to the Ccufcderate forces on their 

right.42 

At sunset Longstreet moved his regiffients over Bull Run in 

pursuit. Across the stream, the Cor:.i'cderates moved through a 

hastily abandoned Federal camp but, under st:cl.ct orders from Col. 

Garland, continued the chase rather than scavenge souvenirs. After 

night:fa.ll.1 the pursuit became co:nf'used and tangled. The Brigade 

soon returned to its positia.~ at Blackburn's Ford and settled down 

for the night.43 

The llth Virginia. was not the only unit to listen s.nd worry 

during the Battle of First Y.ia.r..a.ssa.s. Guni':i.:re sounded distinctly 

on the hills surrounding Lynchburg. The tO"w"'Ilspeople knew a battle 

was being fought, and fa.rm :f'o.lk d.ri...""'ted. into town toward the telegraph 

office to await news. Mra. Robert Sc.unders, whose husband l.ed Compaey :a, 

42 Morgan, Reclniscences, 75-TI; .Rolland, "Recollections," Nov. 81 

1959· 

43 Official Records, :I, 543-l;.4. Sec also Holland, "Recollections," 
Nov. 15, 1959; Morgan, Reminiscences, 77. 
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stood. all day listening to the sound, then drove her wagon into 

Lynchburg to learn the outcome. T'.ae f'avorable news that arrived 

on Monday morning revealed that the Lynchburg units of' the llth 
44 Regiment were unhurt. 

On J'u1y 22, in a pouring rain, the Virginians le.ft their rifle 

pits, crossed the run and :f.'ul.filled their orders to clean up the 

battlef'iel.d, salvage Federal materials and collect w:xy Union 

stragglers. Of'f'icers warned their troops to avoid the enemy 

f'oods, as they niight be poisoned. Utilization of' water :from Bull Rl2n 

was prohibited because of pollution created by corpses that had 

dammed the stream near Stone Bridge. Private Ho11and picked up 

an excellent overcoat, as well as some Federal stragglers. As he 

returned to the lines, he discussed his catch with Lt. John G. 

Meem. Holland called Meem by first name, since both were friends 

at long standing. The Federal prisoners were amazed: "We can 

bard1y speak to our of'f'icers at all ... 45 

Deploying on either side at the Warrenton Turnpike, the 

Virginians worked their way from the Stone Bridge into Centreville, 

then returned. to camp. The dey was dark, drizzly and miserable. 

At nightfall the men huddled atop a hill on the pike south at Stone 

44 Bl.a.ckf'ord, Letters, 69. 

45 Holland, .. Recollections," Nov. 151 1959; Morgan, :i:ieminiscences;, 
77. 
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Bridge. That evening marked f'i ve days wi tho-u.t dry clothes and warm. 

46 meals. 

July 23 1'ound the lJ..th Virginia cc~plet:i:ng its assigned mission. 

The men collected material.s--selecting weapons, cartridge boxes, 

haversacks, canteeIJ.s, knapsacks, oil cloths and blankets 1'or them-

selves. 11The Yankees supplied Lee's A.."'"'WY with such things, 11 Sgt. 

Morgan observed., "leaving them laying a.round loose on almost every 

battlei'ield. 1147 Up to this time, the Virginians had depended upon 

homemade equipment and converted 1'11ntlocks; now they were outfitted. 

with the best. 

At nightfall on July 23, the llth Virginia returned to Camp 

Pickens a.f'ter seven days oi' living out 01' their packs. William 

:Blackf'ord, up :from Lynchburg to visit his sons at camp, witnessed. 

their return. "I never saw men so knocked up, 11 he v.rote in his 

diary. "Footsore and weary, they hailed their cu;up--miserable as it 

va.s--as a second home. 1148 The Virginians had 1'ought two battles, 

both unimpeachable victories. Th~y ha:l been successf\Ul.y tested in 

the :fire o:t battl.e. They were no longer militia units on parade 

ground. The llth Virginia was now a regiment composed oi' experienced. 

soldiers. 

46 Richard B. Buck to mother, July 24, 1861, Buck Letters. 

47 Morgan, Reminiscences, 80-83. 

48 Blackford Diary, July 231 l86l. 



CHAPl'ER III 

WI11TER QUARTERS 

The llth Virginia did not long erijoy its "second home" ilil Camp 

Pickens. Early on July 24, the day f'ollowing their return :trom battl.e1 

the troops began a leisurely ten-mile march to Centreville. The next 

day they surveyed, erected and ditched a nev tent city. Adjusti:ag 

quickly to their old routine, the soldiers returned to drill and 
l military instruction. All was not dull, however. Mrs. Charles M. 

Blackf'ord, visiting her husband, a member of Longstreet's Brigade, 

:found the camp to be very interesti:::ig. Susan Bla.ckf'ord was well 

knowu in Lynchburg, and the soldiers arranged several. minstrel shows 

tor her e12tertainment. She even attended a few dinner parties while 

e.t camp. Her stay wa.s short-lived, f'or on August ll orders arrived 

transferring Longstreet's troops to a new post at Fairt'a.x Court 

House.2 

The march to Fairt'ax became a nightmare. The day proved to 

be the hottest of the year; the pace was f'orced, and many me•, 

l. Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, ·70. 

2 Susan L. Blackford (comp.), Memoirs o:f Life In a:ad Out of the 
in Virginia During the War Between The sto.tcs Lynch urg, 
74. Hereafter cited as Bla.ckf'ord.1 V.emoirs o:f Lif'e. 

30 
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stricken by the heat and sun, collcpsed alo~g the wny.3 Upon reachillg 

Fairfax, the men built Camp R~rriso~ in a low, flat area north of' towu. 

The site was ill-chosen; rains brought a series of diseases to the 

Virginians. Measles initially wea.k.ei~ed the men; later, more serious 

illnesses :followed. The August sick report f'or the llth Virginia 

listed 373 men of' the 897-llU.l.l:4 regiment as sick. Five men had died. 

Typhoid killed 4 men and :prostrated 104 others. In that same hot 

month, 32 men contracted colds and l died froQ pneumonia. 4 

Happier news, in the f'o:rm of pay call, visited CG.mp Harrison. 

Assembling to collect their first military pay, the men proudly counted 

the sum of $44 i:or :f'our months' duty.5 Much o£ the newly acquired 

cash soon f'OUlld ita way to the sutler's tellt, that "liceD.sed highway-

ma.n" who sold, Pvt. Alexander Hunter swore, "stale pie, moul.dy cake, 

vinegar cider, canned fruit, f'ly-bl~wu molasses and other useless 
6 articles." 

Despite the threat of disease, most members of the llth Virgi~ia 

enjoyed their stay at Camp Harrison. Departing camp at intervals, the 

3 Morgan, Reminiscences, 86; Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 15, 1959; 
Reeve, "Reminiscences." 

4 Morgan, Reminiscences, 86. St:e also llti:.. Vii-ginia Jk~cords. On 
Sept. l, 1861, tho 17th Virginia, a sister regiment, listed 101 sick or 
wounded. See Wisc, 17th Vircinia, 37. 

5 Hunter, Johnny Reb o.nd Billy Yunk, 71. Hunter drew a private's 
pay 0£ $11 per month. Corporals received $13; aorgea.nts, $21. See 
l.lth Virgilil.ia Records. 

6 Ibid. 
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regiments wouJ.d move forwa....-d ror three-to-five day periods o:t picket and 

patrol. The cc:npanies woul.d occupy a serles af hills approaching Fa.l.J.s 

C'.aurch.7 The hills--Munson's, l•!ason's and Upton•s--wera a "no man's 

land" and changed hands, often vith a.musing courtesy, several. times 

per veek.8 Soldiers learned to :recog:lize a.r.d later even converse vith 

their enemies. In sowo areas, the n:.en mingled freely a.nd discussed 

their commanders.9 In other cases, gun.fire va.s exchanged. The 

Southerners soon tired of' this sport, as thiay found that Federal rifles 

were l.onger-ra.nge weapons than the smoothboras still carried by many 

Virginians. T'ne gra.yclad troops had to move in closer bef'ore they 

cou1d trade shots with Northern sol.d.iers.10 From. the opposite sides 

o:t the hil.l.s, "Rebs" and "Yanks" spent some time constructing rifle 

pits and gun emplacements. 

From their vantage points o:a the hills, the Virginians cou1d see 

Washington and the unfinished dome oZ the Capitol. At times they were 

close enough to hear trains arriving at the Wa.shillgtoo stat1on.ll At 

7 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Morgan, Rccl11isce:nccs, 87. 

8 'Hunter, Johnny ·Rob' a:c.d. Billy Yc:11;:, 78. 

9 Di~::..:;:-y of Robel"t Ga.rJ.ick Hill Kean, entr.:r o-1: S\:pt. l.5, l86l., 
University ot Virginia Libra:ry. I:Ic1·c3.f'·ceir cited an Kean Diary. 
Kean, a private in Co. G, llth Va.., J..£..tc:r boc\;;Jll;;: head of the Con-
federate Bureau of War. I!is d.1a....-.r he.s been published. under the 
title, Inside the Co:n.fede::-ate C--0Ye~:::::-:nt1; TtlC Diary of Robert· · 
Garlick ru.ll Kean, Head. of the Bnre<:.i..:. of W<:.:.:...·, ed." by Edward-Younger 
c~;ew York, 1957). See a.J.SO I.Yncli'burg -viryinian, Se:pt. 24, J.861. 

10 Holland, "Recollect1ons," lfov. 221 1959. 

ll Richard :Buck to :father, Sept. 31 J.861, Buck Letters. 
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other times they watched the Washington (La..) Artillery f'1re a.t a 

Federal balloon sent aJ.of't to observe Confederate movements •12 

While o~ patrol, the men frequently visited ~eighboring farms al:ld. 

enjoyed homecooked mea.J.s.13 

In August BAd September, Falls Church was a particularly pleasut 

assignment. The duty lasted for :four or f'ive days a».d required Olllly 

company-strength units. AB a result, picket was a vacatioa from. the 

discipline, drill and inspections of the :Brigade ca.mp. The men read, 

slept, wrote letters, played cards am. stood ouly an occasiODal. watch. 
14 The days were warm; the nights, com:forta.ble. h September, whe». 

autumn rains began, the ad.veDture decreased ia pleasure.15 AB the 

weather tUI'l2cd colder, the men became more uncomfortable. "I am 

bitterly cold every morni:ag by daybreak, even llOW' whe.D. this weather 

is just becoming f'rosty," Pvt. Kean con.f'ided to his diary. "When 

the thermometer is at zero, I shall perish outright. "16 In Lynchburg, 

meanwhile, women were busily sewing 'Wiater Ultiforms for Company A.17 

12 Morga:n, Reminiscences, 87; Charles T. Loehr, War Histonl o~ the 
Old First Vir ir.ia Iiitantry Re ment Arm of' Northern Virgin a 
Richmond, 1 , l • Rerea.f'ter cited as Loehr, 1st Virginia. 

13 Morgan, Reminiscences, 90. 

14 Hunter, Johnriy Reb and Billy Yank, 71-72. 

15 Richnrd Buck to mother, Sept. 16, 1861, Buck Letters. 

16 Keall Diary, Oct. 151 1861. 

17 Ly:achburg Vir~inian, Sept. l.6, 1861. 



Tragedy again touched Col. Gar1and1 commander of the llth Virgima. 

In mid-August, his young son died. Susan Bl.a.cld'ord stated that the 
18 child never smiled again a.:f'ter his mother's death. 

When they returned f'rom picket duty to camp Harrison at Fairf'a.x, 

the soldiers suf'f'ered the tedious monotony of drill, often performed 

poor~ as leaders :forgot their cOOllllands. Private Hunter, in a sister 

regiment to the llth Virginia, worried as the Brigade stumbl.ed hope-

less~ into a hollow square on the drill field. What would be the 

results, he fretted, if' they attempted execution under f'ire? Poor 

performance by one company often threw the entire Brigade out of al:ign-
19 ment. Yet drill need not always be monotony. Occasional.J.y, whil.e 

maneuvering, the companies would encounter a rabbit. Throwing discipline 

to the wind, soldiers scattered and gave chase in all. directions. Even 

the proudest companies were known to break ranks and join in the pursuit, 
20 all crying "Old Ha.rel" as they sought the rabbit. The Virginians 

J.8 Bl.ack:f'ord, Memoirs of Lif'e, I, 74; Bl.ackford, Letters, 4o. 

19 Hunter, John1ly Reb and Billy Yank, 79. Sergeant Richard Buck 
memorized and recited a portion of Hardee's Tactics each night after 
parade; see Richard Buck to father, Sept. l.91 i861, Buck Letters. 

20 Hunter, John.ny Reb and Billy Yank, Tl-8o. 
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enjoyed another trick which they practiced as o:t"ten as possible. When 

ordered to charge, they would outrun their officers, change directions, 

and speedily return to camp. 

After drill, the men participated in schoolboy sports: marbles, 

follow-the-lead.er, football. and cards. Draw poker was so great an 

attraction a soldier would gamble awa.y his pay and sign an "O. P." 
21 ("Order on the Paymaster") to cover his debts. 

During this time, the llth Virginia considered re-enlistment. 

Company G, the "Home Guard, " applied for transfer to the artillery--
22 much to Col. Garland's disappointment. other units discussed 

23 consolidation into a cavalry troop. Within the Regiment, Capt. 

Langhorne of Company A became Major to fill Harrison's place; G. 
24 Woodville Latham moved into Langhorne's rank as canpany commander. 

In the third week of October, Longstreet's Brigade returned to 
25 Centreville to prepare for vinter quarters. The regiments con-

structed reasonably weatherproof' housing by doubling their tent wall.s, 

21 Hunter, Johnnz Reb and Billz Yank, 75. 

22 Kean Diary, Sept. 24, 1.861. 

23 Richard Buck to Walter Buck, Je.n. 251 1862, Buck Letters. 

24 Lynchburg Virginian, Aug. 27 and Sept. 24, 1861.. 

25 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Hunter, Joh~ Reb and Billy Yank, 'J'li 
Loehr, lst Vir%nia, 14; Morgan, Reminiscences, 92; Ho!lalid, 
"Recollections, Nov. 291 1959; Kean Diary, Oct. 19, 1861. 



adding floors of broken pl.ank fence rail.s, trenching the tent and 

adding a stove or fireplace vented through the roof by the use of a 
26 chimney of flour barrels. Some men built log cabins. 

Winter quarters of'fered a comf'ortable life. Food was plenti.fu1. 

The normal ration for each Confederate soldier consisted of one pound 

of flour or crackers and one-ha.li' pound of meat--normally fatback. 

At Centreville, the men could ignore issued rations and trade with 

the :farmers who daily visited camp. Ea.ch regiment us~ hung a 

bee.f carcass in camp each day so that everyone had f'resh meat to eat 
27 or exchange. In addition to rations and trade foods, the Izynchburg 

units received packages from their hometown Soldiers Relief Society. 

Throughout the war, the Society supported John B. Tilden as he 

carried packages and mail between Lynchburg and the various aracy-

camps. 

As the Brigade moved into its new quarters, it received a new 

commander. Brigadier Gen. Longstreet learned of his promotion to 

Ma.j or General.. . The Virginians who held the Alabamian in high regard 
29 were sorry to see him depart to division command. Brigadier Gen. 

26 Hunter, Joh~ :Reb and Billy Yru:i.k, 97; Holland, "Recollections," 
Nov. 29, 1959; Leer, 1st Virginia, 15. 

27 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 73-74. 

28 Christian, Lynchburg, 209. 

29 Longstreet's promotion is in Of':ficial Records, v, 892; his 
division assignment in ibid, 896-97. See Hunter, Johnr.y Reh and 
Billy Yank, 80; and Kean Diary, Oct. 14, 1861, for soldier reaction to 
Longstreet's departure. See al.so Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. l.61 l.861. 
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Charles Clark became Brigade commander :for three veeka, and vas 

followed by Brigadier Gen. Richard C. Ewell.3° At this time, the 

llth Virginia contained 877 men, arranged as :follows: 

l colonel 
l lieutenant colonel 
l major 
l adjutant 
l surgeon 
l assistant surgeon 
3 quartermasters 

10 captains 
9 :first lieutenants 

10 second lieutenants 
9 brevet second lieutenants 
l sergeant major 
l quartermaster sergeant 
l chie:f musician 

43 sergeants 
47 corporals 
3 musicians 
3 blacksmiths 

731 privates 31 

Despite this strength, Col. Garland ;found it dif'f'icul.t to muster 

his troops. At the end _a£ October, he urged the sheriff' in Lynchburg 

to collect those soldiers overstaying sickleaves or :furloughs. In 

addition, a newspaper appeal ve.rned the delinquents to report "f'orthwitb" 

to the sherif'f'.32 While at Centreville, the men in camp bad enjoyed 

30 Of':ficial Record~ LI, pt. 2, 349, 368. Ewell's assignment is in 
Wise, lJth Virginia, • 

31 llth Virginia. Records, strength Retur». for Oct., 1861~ 

3~ Lynchburg Virginian, Oct. 301 1861. 



the privilege of one- and two-day passes, as well as an occasional. 

thirty-day furlough.33 

On October 30, 1861, Governor John Letcher presented state f'l.ags 

to each Virginia regiment. The Governor made a presentation speech, 

to which each commander responded. T"ne presentation was marred by 

several. inebriated soldiers, who f'ired their weapons in an unscheduled 

salute. A f'ew officers, f'lustered bei'ore the Governor, created 

f'urther embarrassment by giving the wrong commands to their ranks.34 

Winter quarters did not mark an end to picket or patrol duties. 

The units traveled f'rom Centreville toward Falls Church and Alexandria 

on many patrols. Picket assignments became increasingly unpleasant 

as the nights turned colder. Officers f'orbade f'ires; since f'rater-

niza.tion had stopped, a campfire often invited artillery :f'ire. Tents 

off'e~d little protection :f'rom the driving rains and penetrating winds.35 

General James E. B. stuart was in cooima.nd o:t all outposts.36 

33 Wise, 17th Virginia, 47, 53-54. 

34 Kean Diary, Oct. 31, 1861. The ceremony, without re.fercnce to the 
salute or the of'f'icers who "made asses o:t themselves," was reported in 
J:\ynchburg Virginian, Nov. 5, 1861 and Morgan, Reminiscences, 94. 

35 Holl.and., "RecollectiODB," Nov. 29, 1959. Kean Diary, Dec. 8, 1861, 
reported a man "arrested f'or having a f'ire at his picket station." 

36 Official Records, LI, pt. 21 349. 
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Uni ts assigned to picket duty reported to Stuart when they moved 

f'orwa.rd. Some men were concerned that the in:f'antrymen wou1d be hurt 

by stua.rt's ever-active attempt to ca.ll. attention to himself.37 

On December 201 1861, under Btu.art, the llth Virginia saw 

sharp action. The Battle of Dranesville began as a chance encounter. 

stuart's command--the llth Virginia, 10th Alabama, 6th South Carol.in& 

and lst Kentucky Regiments, plus 150 cavalry troops and l artiller,y 

batter,y--were moving north toward Dranesville on a foraging mission. 

The force acted as escort to an enormous wagon train sent f'rom 

Centreville to gather feed :f' or the animals. 

As they approached Dranesville, the Sootherners met a UJ11on 

force moving east. Skirmishers exchanged f'ire, then companies engaged 

until the entire mass was invol.ved. Stuart sent word to Garland to 

place.two companies on each side of the road and move forward against 

the Federal troops. Private Holland, in Company G on the le:f't of the 

road, peered ahead at the massed raxiks ot the eneJJzy' and decided that 

the "whol.e world looked blue." The Federal force raised a cheer &J:ld 

started forward. Holl.and :telt an arm on his shoulder and turned to 

see stuart beside him. "Stand your ground. Diel" Stuart roared to 

. his troops. A :fierce battle euued. The artiller,y batter,y moved 

into.the center of the road in order to have a.clear shot at the eDeJJzy'. 

37 Kean Diar,y, Sept. 15 and 18, 1861. 

... 



"We've got e.rtillery, too" yelled the blueclad soldiers as they 

gave way to a battery of Federal. guns which moved :forward and 

unlimbered. The enemy cannon blasted the Confederate lines with 

telling ef'f'ect. The J.oth Alabama, ahead of' the Virginians, broke 

and f'led through the ranks of' the llth Regiment. Colonel. Gli.rland 

learned that aJ.l. stai'f' off'icers in the Alabama unit had f'all.ell. He 

located the senior Alabama. CODlJ?any commander and instructed him to 

reform his regiment behind the Virginians. In that f'ormation, the 

Confederate f'orce 'Withheld the Federal attacks until the forage 

wagons couJ.d be 'Withdrawn to safety. Both f'orces engaged in several. 

encounters, yet they remained reasonably static.38 

Awa:re that he was greatly outnumbered, Stuart, af'ter two hours 

of' :fighting, ordered a 'Withdrawal. He had suff'ered 43 men killed,, 

143 wounded and 8 missing, of which the llth Virginia lost 6 dead 

and 15 wounded. Stuart's report noted that only 27 of the 43 men 

died Oll the :field. The remaining sixteen later succumbed to 

vounds.39 

Private Phillip H. Franklin, al.so of Company G, wrote bane that 

he "was there and it was the hottest place I have ever been in 

yet • • • their balls :flew so thick that the pine leaves fell like 

38 Holland, "Recollections," Nov. 291 1959· . . 

39 Of':f'icial Records, v, 493-94. The Federal :forces are covered in 
~., 473-89. The J:.vrnchburg Virginian, Dec. 23, 18611 carried a». 
account o:t the :fight. 



rain that they cut ofi."4o The men reasoned that they had :f'ought 

well but had been l.et down by Stuart. 41. 

The battle was f'ought during a bitter cold spell. Many wounded 

suf:f'ered because of the chill. The bodies o:f' those killed in actiou 

were frozen stiff' by the time they arrived in camp. On December 231 

a storm of snow, rain and sl.eet so buf:feted the camp that the 17th 

Virginia's commander issued a ration of whiskey to his battered 

troops. 42 

Once Dranesville bad become a memory, the men experienced a 

reasonably pl.easant winter. Several. groups abandoned their tents 

and moved into cabins; :f'ood was pl.entii'ul; duties became light; 

short leaves were available; and mail arrived from home.43 By 

January, 1862, many units had taken advantage of the bounty and. 

:furloughs granted to those who re-enlisted :f'or the duration.44 

4o Phillip Fra.nkl:i:n to Henry R. Franklin, Jan. 3, 1862, Franklin 
Pape_rs, Virginia Historical Society. Hereafter cited as Franklin 
Papers. 

4l. Ibid. Franklin, who felt that "the llth clid herself a great 
dea.J. of' crecli t, " did not blame Stuart. Kean Diary, Dec. 21, J.8611 
and Blackford, Lii'e 1n Virginia, I, ll71 ll9, 12.l, clisapproved of 
Stuart's rol.e. 

42 Wise, 17th Virgin1a, 42, 49. 

43 Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Richard Buck to mother, Dec. 15, 18611 
expressed disappointment that some meD. were so cold that they even 
worked on their cabins on Sunday. 

44 O:f':f'icial ·Recoii1Z v, 1016-17, contains the Cou:f'ederate Arar:f' 
GeD.eral Ol"der outli the re-enlistment lav. 
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One probl.em that plagued aJ..:L in camp was the procurement of' el:lough 

f'irewooa... 45 h January and February, constant rains ma.de wa.gcm 

movements almost impossibl.e and seriously threatened ef'f'orts of' 

the men to gather enough wood to keep wa.rm.46 

By March, 1862, the constant cold diminished, although the rains 

continued. On March 11 as the Spring thav spread, Richard Buck 

in.formed his f'a.ther that he vas "still ia the dark as to what move 

is anticipated ... 47 Al.ready the baggage had been sent to the rear. 

All hands knew that something w.s af'oot. On. March 51 William 

Bl.ack:ford noted in his diary that all. cars and engines of' the 

Orange and .AJ.exandria Railroad. had. beeD vithdravn f'rom civilia». 

service. 48 The Arary was :preparing to move agaill. The men were aot 

sure where, yet they were certaili that more battles ~ ahead. 

45 Kewa Diary, Nov. 19, 1861. 

46 Richard Buck to :father, Feb. 6, 18621 Buck Letters. 

47 . 
~·1 Mar. 1, 1862. 

48 Blackford Diary, Mar. 51 1862. 



CHAPI'ER IV 

MUD, MARCHING, MISERY, MAYHEM 

Throughout the war, the men of the 11th Regiment woul.d look back 

oa the wi:12ter or 1861-1862 as their most plea.sut period. Food, 

i'url.oughs 8.lld leisure were ampl.e; duty wae light; and the enemy was 

always near enough to keep a mall al.ert. To some, the wi•ter provided 

"a :new experience, more like a frolic than the sten realities ot 
J. var." On March 8, 1862, that new experie.uce e:Rded a.a the 11th 

Virginia broke camp a.nd bega.a to move south. 

Despite several varniags &l'2d practice starts, the troops found 

themselves Ullprepa.red. Me:a attempted to crowd all their com.fort items 

into haversacks, valises or carpetbage--o:nly' to aba.ndcm them a.fter 

the march bega.:a. The Regime1:1.t u.sed camp materials to create Quaker 

or dummy C&lUlona, stuffed scarecrOW'S to maii the .talee gurus ud worked 

•oisely to project the idea ot aggressive iatentioae.2 Limited by 

l.ack 01' vagou, waits b\lrl\ed equipme:at, material. &Jld food that did ».ot 

l Reeve, "RemiJ&iscences." 

2 Morgan., Remillliscences, 95; HWlter, Johl1ny Reb and Billy Yank, 
99-lOOe 
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have to be carried.3 With sprillg rai:aas1 eve:a empty wagou flOWldered; 

overloads cou1d mea». complete loss o:f' vehicle a.ad cargo. 

Not Wlexpectedly, the march begaJa poorly. Artillery &Jtd cavalry 

chUl'Jled already muddy roads, wago•s mired, illf'aatrymell wallowed i• 

the resulti:ag muck. The Brigade sloshed two alld o:ae-ha.l:f miles the 

first day. Lacki:ag exercise, overloaded, carryillg ha.ad luggage, 

the me:a were delighted to leave the coagested roads a:ad f'illd shelter 

1• a woods. The ».ext day, after crossi•g Bull Ru». at Sto:11e Bridge, 

the force bivouacked at Gainesville; Oil the :f'ollowiag eveaiag it 

arrived i:a WarreatOll. Overwhelmiagly weary aad discouraged, the me• 

beg&l'l to discard suitcases aRd to reduce loads ia their backpacks. 

Farm :folks, alert to their opportwU.ty, stood at the roadside to reap 

gai:as :from soldiers' losses. Reachi11g the Blue Ridge Mowatai•s OJl 

the fourth day, the regime:ats traveled sixtee•, sometimes seve:ateea1 

miles per day so that March 12 :f'ouad them through Washi:agto• ud 

Sperryville i•to Waterloo, where they speat the :rd.ght. ExhaustiOll 

had overtake• many me:a, causiag them to straggJ.e from r&Jlks. 0.. 

March 14, ill a dre11chi•g raill1 the Brigade reached Hazel Rwa; Oll the 

16th, it passed through Cu.l.peper a:ad turlled toward Orallge. 0.. March 181 

slippi:ag ud swearillg1 sometimes i• mud two feet deep, tlie paati:ag force 

3 Wise, 17th Virgi•ia, 54. 
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arrived at Ora.Jase, where vear;y aad eD&usted. aea collapsed tor a tlare•-

day rest. Oa Marca 221 vita tllle streets a "per.rect swamp," tlae tr~s 

raarclaed t'roa Oruge &ad 11.ovod oae 111.ile beyo:ad vlaere tlaey caaped t'er tv• 
4 veeka at a Dr. ~lor•s i"&l'lll. Tlle ra1:as 11.ad beea laeav;y, aa4. tu 

ae• au:Uered t'rom. sickaess, tatigue aa4. e.xpesure.5 

Coaditio:as grew vGrse. 0.. April 3, tlle Brigade embarked u a 

aiglat ma:rcla via Vidiersville ud Macedoaia Claurcla. Tlaey arrived • 

tllle 6ta at Louisa. Hav1J&g taced. raa, saw ud lllail tor tlle last tve 

dq&1 tlle beatu sol.cliers :t'CllWld tl:aeuelves at tlae e:ad Gt tlleir tetlaer. 

Oae :veter-.. Gt tlae aarcll described tlaia leg as ••• .r tlae "aoat dis-

agreeable marclaea o:t' tlle campaip." Tlae route laacl bee• crosa-cCN&t17 

iJlto tae t'ace o:t' tlt.e atora. Tlae troops laad arrived "vet as rats, 

cevered vita illUd. "6 Private l.luater t'euad tlle aud extraordiury-: 

"real Louisa Couty auci, a dark red loaa, as laard to get rid flt as it 

it laad bee• tar &ad. turpextiae • .,7 · At tl1.1a critical aomeat, tlae aev 

Brigade c0111U:ader, Brig. Gu.. A. Pwoll llill.1 u4.e a tavorablo t'irst 

iapressioa by disgilag iato lais wa pocket to b\O" a barrel flt vkiake;y 

ter issue to all laaads. Tlle ra1a catiauecl, ;yet tlae ... rested. tlle 

4 Be~ve, "Be-.1Jt.1aceaces." 

5 Wise, 17th Virgina, 54. 

6 Beeve, "Relliaisceacea." 

7 Hwrter, Jo!!Jay Beb· -ud· Bill.y Yuk', 101. 
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f'ollOW'ing day in somewhat higher spirits.a 

Whil.e on the march, the llth Virginie. experienced several. changes 

in l.ead.ership. Bill became head. of the newly designated. First Brigade. 

Bis promotion may have resul.ted :from e. recommendation by- Gen. Joseph E. 

Johnston. The l.etter also indicated that Col.. Garland, commander of 

the 1.1.th Regiment, was qualitied for :f'la.g rank a.od "fully competent to 

command" a brigad.e.9 Within the Regiment, companies conducted. el.ect1Qll8 

for o:f':f'icers who would lead. following the reorganization schedul.ed. to 

take place as enlistments expired. Conscription brought in nev 

recruits and enlarged the size or companies. These replacement troops 

vere married and. older than the original. members .10 

After the troops departed Louisa County-, the pace quickened with 

the news concerning action near Yorktown. On April 8, the Brigade 

headed for Richmond. On the.16th, after a four-day delay- to permit 

their wagons to catch up, the Virginians marched through their cap1ta1 

singing "The Girl I Le:ft Behind Me." They- boarded ships and steamed 

8 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Loehr, 1st- V1.rgin1a, l.71 am Wise, 17th 
Virginia, 56, mention the ration of grog. 

9 Official.- ReC'ords, V, 1.058, contains Johnston's letter. Ibid·., LI 
514-15 covers Hill's assignment. Ewell was promoted to major general 
and a higher canmand. 

10 Morgan, Reminiscences-, 961 recounted. the electian within CQ. c. 



ll 
dOW'Jl the James River to Ki».g' s Mill. :By tlaa 18tlt., tlley were i• 

tke lines at YGrktOW'l'l. 

T.ae ra1ll co•ti:aued, "•ot a ruslail:lg 4r1Ti:iag rai•, but a ceaseless, 

persistellt, busila.ess.;.li.ke raia that gave •• preaise er 1ettiag up." 

Tlle Yorktc:Mll tre•clles permitted a ma.a •• place to lie dfMl er bu.il.4 

a :tire. Te Pvt. HUllter, li:t'e Qft'ered "•• :tire, •• cGa.Cert, ao la•pe•" 

Foll.willg a.a a11-ldglit watcll, break:rast m.e&llt oJ..y tlaree "soggy 

crackers" washed dow. 1a "dirty water. nl2 Add :I •g t• tlle raia, 

artiller,y sllells &lid sldpers• bullets rippe4. tlle treaclaes. TA• 

castaat dv.na.pour created well illsecurity t• tae exposed 1a:t'aatr,y-

IU.ll1 vl:lo coul.d. aever be certa.1». llis ausket v•uli :tire. Mea veulAl upead 

tlieir veapolaS t• f'i.ad t1ae barrel :tilled vitll water.13 Tile •••111' was 

close oougll so tllat lie ceul.d. shell at will; tlle seuds &Jld results 

o:t' lrds ellgiaeeriag vere ver,y evide:at. 

Hill's orders required that :b.e work to imprcwe tlle Coa:t'ederate 

de:feases. Tae treac£es resembled ditclaes. Hill's mea begaa dra'h:lag 

14 all water 1• order to prcwide pl.&l!lkiag :tor a dry :tootiq. After a 

ll HUll.ter, John::y Reb amd Bil,lz Ya.JUt, 103-<>4. 

l2 ~., 104-05. 

l3 ~., l.05. 

14 O:f:t1c1&l: ReetOl'ds, LI, pt. 2, 54.3. 
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time ill tlae treAclles1 tlo.e Virgi».i&llS rel.iaquislled work to u.etll.er· 

brigade &ad mewed to tllo rear :tor dr;y cl.otlaes &1ld llot meal.s. Tlao 

soldiers used tlae ol.d abaadoaed wiater quarters o:t MaJ. Ge».. JU. 

B. Magruder. TAe 17tll V1rg1Jlia htu.try received aa extra bOllus 1• 

tlle reserve area wla.e:a taeir commaader autllorized aaotlaer whiskey 
l.5 issue. 0. Apri1 261 wli.1.le 1• reserve, tlae arrq uaderweat a re-

orgu.izatioa that cha.aged ot:ticers witlli• compaaies but did. a.t 

a:t'f'ect tlae regimeata1 statt.16 

Oa tla.e last dq o:t April.1 tll.e ll.tll Virgina stood at 750 mea. 

i'lae •umber,. ilowever1 was deceptive. A J.ater report sllowe'1. 889 mea 

1• tlae Regimeat1 yet l.isted Ollly 415 as "preseat tor duty."17 
Bai.•1 cold ud treacll l.ite weakeaed tll.e Yorktwa :terces. Private 

Ruater1 llimsel:t' a rtctilll1 estimated tlaat u.e-:tourt'll e:t 'Ilia regime•t 

llad succumbed to colds. Bis "Jaospita1" coaaisted. et' a teat •ot :tar 

beAiad tlae Catederate l.iaes. T.Ae teat llel.d :twr me• vll• l.q u. a 

l.5 Bwlter1 Joluu:y neb ud. Bi:J.ly Yuk? 107. 

16 Loellr1 l~ V1rg1!1a, 1o6. liUllter1 Joluu.ly :Reb· a:aa: :Billz Yaak, m, 
expressea. o.e so.ldier•s disapproval. o:t tlle electiu. resul.ta. 
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bl.aliket spread upoa tlle groUJld w1tlllout pillow er cover. Yet, Huater 
l8 lloted, they were :tairl.y dry. 

At YorktOWJl.1 tlie Brigade w1t».essed its :tirst aad. ~ "drw:lmillg 

out." Wlaea two coJlVicted deserters :bad served eut tlaeir seateace, 

tlae Brigade drev up i• a llle at ope• rules. Follwi:ag a solea 

readi:ag o:t tlle tilldhgs ot tlle court-martial, tlae mea, escertea. b;y 

a guard, drummer a.ad :titer, eatered tlae tield. T• the tuae fd "Tlae 

Rogue's Marcll," tlle llell1 llleads sl:aa.vea, marclaed ud ceuatermarcla.ed. 

tlle le:agtll er tlae Brigade, thea.returaed t• tlle cater r4 tlle ruks1 

vllere tlaey were dismissed. T.iae me• looked silly' vitll tlaeir sla&ve4 

laeads, ''but ao oae smiled," observed a vitaess.19 

Oa tae eveai:a.g or May 3, 1862, Hill's Brigade begaa its retreat 

:trom YerktOWJ&. Net surprisiJlgly', it was ra1aiae;1 ad tlae reads were 

"tru.l.1' deplorable. n20 Sludgi•g tarougla tllle mud, tlle ma ceuld laear 

tlae demolitioa Gt C.Jltederate mu».itio:as a.ad art1ller,r c.-veriag tlae 

vitadraval. Horses aad mul.es were literally buried ill tlae JIUd a.a. 

"allwed to perisa a tae spot."21 Ia aaotller bog, tlae iatu.tr;ymea 

came upoa a mired artiller,r piece u.d. ca:l.sa... TA• ma, ordered. t• 

18 Hater, Job.Dy Reb u.d Billy Yuk, ll.2. See alse Morgaa, 
Remillisce•ces, 98. 

l9 Jiuater, Johlimy Reb 1Uld Biily Yuk, J.22-23. 

20 Wise, 17th· Vi!gilli&; 57 • 

21 Morga.a, Remilli.scsces, lOO. 
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kelp push tlae gwa tree, were relieved by Ge».. Bill, vlae blastecl tlae 

caaJlaeers: "Damll you, you expect ~a.try t• 4• everytldag. Get 

to work yourselves1" Whea they t'iu.l.ly quit tw tlae :aigllt, tlle 

aeldiers lludiled 1a t'e»ce con.era or erected crwle saelters by usiq 
22 tlle1r packs stackecl upoa toce rail.a. 

Oa Marca 4, tlle weary troops trudged iato Williamsburg, wllere 

tlley settled tor tae day 1a cold misery aear tlae Iuaae Asylum. 

As tlle vagou had becGm.e hopelessly bogged, •• rat1eu were available. 

MOllday, ~ 51 was aaotller day ot steady rai:a. I». a t1e1d •ear 

tlae lltlt V1rgiaia1 Pvt. William B. Smitla aveke early, ceoked some 

cotfee aad bacoa, tlae• sat ciowa t• eat llis meager meal. Fir1:ag 

bega.a beyad Williamsburg toward Yorktw:a. Soea came tll.e call t• 

t'all iato raaks. 23 Oace :t'ormed, Bill' a Brigade returaed to twa, 

marclaed tlarougla vest to east, tuned seuth acress SOiie tields u4 

t'ormed a battle U.e 1:a a deep laollov. As tlaey passe4 tlareugla 

Williamsburg, eacla mu dropped :bis pack oa tlle lava ~ .. e .r tlae 

laemes 1a tow.. Oace 1• battle positia., tlle soldiers ceul.d see tlaat 

they were oa tlle extreme r:l.glat of tae Oo:at'ederate liae. !l'laey appeared. 
24 t• be 1a reserve. Fert; Magruder ~ to tlle Brigacle 's le:rt. !J!lae 

22 Roll.u.d, "Recollectiou," Dec. 131 1959· 

23 Diary et William ~dolpla Smitk, 17tla Va. Begimot, eatry tor 
May 5, 1862, U:a1vers1ty Gt V1rgillia Library. Smith died at Fr&Jser'• 
Farm.. George s. Pickett, Smitll's messmate, t•Wld tlle diary u.4 ma4e 
acld1t1oul eatr:l.es. Rereatter citec1. as Sllitla-P1ckett Di827• 

24 Morga:a, Rellinsce:aces-, 103. 
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regiments had been under sporatic artillery fire since emerging from 

W:i.lllamsburg. 

At mid-morning, orders arrived for the Virginians to move due 

south to meet an advancing Federal body. The Brigade formed a. line 

of battle with the lst, 7th and llth Virginia Regiments in front and 

the 17th Virginia in reserve. The formation vas a close column, men 

spaced at half'-arm's length. Once formed, the Brigade crossed an 

open fiel.d. toward a pine f'orest. There the men hal.ted and l.oaded their 

veapons.25 

With the llth V1rgiDia formed, Lt. William Morgan of Canpa.ny C 

found himself' standing near Col.. James L. Kemper of the 7th Virginia. 

Weapons loaded, both awaited orders just as a line of men appeared in 

a cleared spot within the pines. Al.though the line vas 100 yards avay, 

Morgan cou1d see brass buttons shining on blue uni:f'orm.s. Kemper 

called Gen. Hill's attention to the group. Hill scanned the line 

through his field glasses. ''Yes, they're Yankees," he called. "Give 

it to them1" The regiments delivered a volley into the voods, most 

or the soldiers firing bli~.26 

Soon came the command to charge. The soldiers, miserable in the 

rain and awed by the dark forest, hesitated. Hill moved in f'rcm:t or tlle 

llt:b Regiment, pistol in hand, sig:nal.ed his Brigade to f'ollov1 and. 

25 Smith-Pickett Diary, May 5, 1862. 

26 Morgan, Bellliniscences1 103-04. 
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stepped into the trees. The whole line moved over a f'ence and down 

a slight al.ope through the woods. :rt came under b~avy musket :f'ire 

from troops concealed. by the trees. Morgan could hear the "sip, sip" 

of' rifle balls cutting tbrougla the branches. Men began to f'all. The 

line hesitated., then slowed as Virg:inians knelt to steady their aim. 

Still no enem;y appeared.. By now the Brigade, which entered the 

forest as a unit, had dissoJ.ved. into regimental sections. Somewhere 

in the forest a shout sounded: "They're rnnningl" and the gray 

inf'antry line rose in pursuit. The chase lasted 700-800 yards, vith 

no bluejackets in sight except for the wounded ~ on the ground. 

The woods gave vay to a clearing; at this spot a small Federal. f'irce 

had taken ref'uge behind. some felled timber for a last-ditcl'l stand. 

The Virginians fell back to the shelter of the :torest and returned tlae 

Union :tire. Morgan saw CoJ.. Garland, his arm in a sling. Garland 

ordered a charge, but Capt. Adam C1ements of Company C asked tor an 

opportunity to concentrate his muskets on the J.og fort vith tae hope 

of softening the defenses. Garland consented. and the comp8.D1' of 

Southern rif'J.emen poured their f'ire into the J.ogs until they perceived 

a slackening of Federal return fire. Without command, the men rose 

and charged the f'ort, thirty yards into tlle clearing. The Federals 

scattered. Some ran and were shot; others hid and were captured; 111an;1 

fell, dead or wounded in the exchange of fire. Gathering tllleir 

prisoners, the lltb Virginia returned to the shelter o:t the f'orest, 
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where they remained :f'or the rest of the day. 27 

A:rtcr dark, the units re:f'orm.ed, made contact with groups on 

either side, and withdrew f'rom the forest. Returning to Williamsburg 

to retrieve their packs, the men marched. out ot town, turned. otf the 

road into a muddy f'iel.d and slept until daybreak. The night was no 

less wretched than the day had been. Everyone was wet; fires were 

impossible. Yet the men rolled up in their blankets and slept from 

exha.ustion.28 

On May 6, they avoke, sti:f'f' and unref'reshed, under orders to 

continue the retreat tor.ra.rd Richmond. As they marched., the soldiers 

reviewed the previous day's battle. Everyone knew that they had 

achieved another victory; they also knew that the cost had been high. 

Hill's Brigade lost 67 killed, 245 wounded and 14 missing. Of tliis 

total., the llth Virginia, with 26 killed., 105 wounded and 3 missing, 

had made the greatest sacrifice.29 The o:ff'icial reports heaped praise 

upon both Hill's Brigade and his individual regiments. Hill reported 

that his forces had fought ~or seven aours, often expendi:cg their 
';1 

entire amnnm1 ti on allowance~ and then sea.rching the fieli for enetlliY' 

ordnance. He boasted ot ta.king J.6o prisoners, 8 artill.eey pieces and 

27 Morgan, Reminis·cences, l.04-09. Company C lost 4 men killed, 
plus "many" injured in the Q.escribed action. 

28 Smith-Pickett Diary, May 51 1862. 

29 Off'1:cial -Records, XI, 569. The Lynchburg Virginian, Ma.y 91 1862, 
quoting a telegram from AdJ • J. L. Meem, listed tlile killed, wounded and 
missi:cg by name for ea.cA company. 



7 stands of col.ors. Col.onel Garl.and received special. mention for his 

leadersb.ip and courage in continuing to direct fire despite lds 

wound.30 Lieutenant Morgan overheard Cols. Garland and Kemper 

discuss Garland's wound. Kemper was envious and congratulated the 

llth Virginia Commander. "Yes," replied Garland, "I al~s wanted 

an honorabl.e wound in this va.r."3l. ~e troops did regret that tlle 

retreat required all Confederate wounded who were UDB.bl.e to move be 

l.ei"t behind on the :tiel.ds or in town. 

Ot'ficia.l reports.failed to mention that the soldiers often 

found their weapons wet and usel.ess. On occasion they hastily 

grabbed an enemy rifle, with. the hope that it wou1d fire. Even then, 

accuracy became impossibl.e as wet powder re:f'used to :f'ire.32 

The retreat :f'rom. WilJ.iamsburg degenerated. into a punishing 

stumble along almost impassable roads. Wagons had disappeared; men 

trudged along without food. Late on May 6, tae Brigade reached 

Busl1es Mill. By the 8th they had :f'ound their wagons, eaten a f'ul1 

meaJ. and advanced. to Long Bridge over tlle CAickab.om.iny River. On 

30 O:f':f'1:ciaJ: Records-, XI, 575-79, contains Hill's Report. J. E. B. 
Stuart's report 1 in ibid., 571, speaks of the ''heroic co~e arul 
fighting tactics ot the El.evcntb. •••• " Gar1and.'s wound resu1tecl 
from a rifl.e ball passing througll tae flesa ot his lef't saoulder. 

31 Morgan, Rem1ni~n~es1 l.14. 

32 Souther.tr Hi1rtorieal: Society ·Papers, m (1893), 104. Hereafter 
cited. as SHSP. 
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May 9, the Brigade was within twenty m:Uea of ru.cAm.ona.. Private 

Smi.th's shoes gave out 011 May 15 as tlle Brigade came witld.n siglat 

of the Conf'ed.erate capital, f'our mil.es away)3 On June 21 the 

soldiers entered camp near Darbytown. Tile Union torces :tollowecl, 

yet did not press the Conf'ederate rear. From Darbytown, and tlae 

next week f'rom their camp on_ the Mechanicsville turnpike, tlae 

Regiment took turns standing picket ciuty and monitoring the Federal. 

advance. 

At Darbytown, Col. James L. Kem.per, of tlae 7th Virginia, became 

Brigade commander with A. P. Hill's promotion to major general.. 

Garland received a promotion to brigadier and departed to cOlllDWlld 

his own brigade. David Funsten, second in command to Garland, became 

colonel and assumed leQ.dership of the lltll Virginia. MaJor Langllorne 

mOV'ed. up to regimental executive officer an'1 Capt. .A4am Clements ot 

Company C became the new major. 34 

Richmond lay close enough to camp to become an irresistable 

lure to the men of Hill's (soon-to-be-called Kemper's) Brigade. 

Most of the lst Virginia were f'rom the Capital. City, anQ. the entire 

brigade sought methods to visit town. So mmlY' men were successf'ul 

33 Smith-Pickett Diar.Y"1 May 151 1862. 

34 Offj:cia:l: ·Rec-~ XI, pt. 31 5431 569, 574. See also Ipclaburg 
ViTginian, ~ 2B, 1 . 



that the Brigade departed for the Battle of Seven Pines with tae 

lst Virginia reduced to skeleton size. 

The afternoon o:f' .V.ay 30 had seen a storm buf':f'et the area witll 

liglitning and winds, then settle into a drenching downpour that 

.lasted untiJ. well a:f'ter dark. Near m:idlli.ght the long roll of the 

drums called the troop into ranks. Once aligned, each man held out 

his cartridge box and received sixty rounds of ammunition. Next tlae 

commissary sergeant, aided by lantern light, issued three days' 

rations. The men broke ranks, cooked and packed tlae1r :food, and 

imade a final. check of firearms be:f ore returning to their blankets. 

Bef'ore dawn, in a slight drizzle, another long roll announced that 

the march would soon begin. The move commenced early, yet soon 

lagged as high water rendered creek crossings virtua.l..ly impossible. 

Fords rose breast lligb., the men wading with cartridge box, rifle and 

haversack held overhead. Still only five m:iles :from Riehm.om, the 

Virginians halted and spravled along the road. Mriuly sat on stones 

or fence rails to avoid the mud and water. Another short laike brougllt 

the troops to a field where an attempt to light fires was soon 

abandoned. The soldiers ate their bacon and bread cold. 

At m:idday tlle men bad. moved only two aclditional miles. Yet 

by this time the ranks of the lst Virginia llad begun to return to 
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normal.. Men slipped into pl.ace a.:f'ter a quick hike :f'ran Richmond; 

some brought friends or younger brothers. 35 The 1st Virginia 

had been so sma.ll at dawn that the men had merged vitla the 7tlil 

Regiment. As the ranks swelled, the 1.St Virginia resumed its own 

organization.36 Little widitiona.l movement occurred until. 1ate in 

the a:f'ternoon, despite ste&Qy musketry tllat commenced shortly after 

noon. 

Betveen 4 and 5 p. m. / the Brigade advanced in support of 

units already engaged in battle. The regiments formed in column 

vith the llth Virginia at the head. The comm.and to load rang ou.t 

and to William Morgan, now captain of' Canpany c, th.e noise ot 

"ramrods rattling down musket barrels sounded like cloc:ls fal11ng 

on a coffin lid. n37 

.The col.umn came under heavy :f'ire as it moved one mil.e east cm. 

the Williamsburg Road. The men emerged from a wooded stretch ot roaa. 

and turned right. .Ahead l.ay a Federal camp :fronted by unmanned 

breastvorks. The camp appeared. to be deserted. !Cllle entire Brigade, 

35 Bunter, Johnn.y Reb·1itlld'B~l.J..y Yank, 127-32. 

36 Loehr, lst- Virginia, 23-24. 

37 Morgan, Remi-ni-sC'ences;, 121. 



still in column, pl.owed through the mud about the breastworks and 

drove straight into the enemy camp. As the Virginians penetrated 

the tent area, they met a mui"derous fire from the woods beyond the 

camp. Smoke and haze obscured the Federal infantrymen. Tho awkward-

ness of the c1osed ranks prevented the Virginians :f'rom. returning the 

:tire. The Southern column slowed, then :faltered under the punishing 

volleys. Men desperately sought cover in the level, tent-:filled 

compound.. R:if'le balls tore through the campground.. Wi tbout--perhapa 

despite--ord.ers, the graycla.d troops :f'ell back and regrouped bel>ind 

the breastworks built by Federal troops. The campsite, erected in a 

farm courtyard, became a jumbled scene of' confusion, mud and deatla. 

The rain lla.d. stopped, yet mud puddles reaclled depths of three feet. 

Wounded men died, drowning as they slipped below the sur:f'ace of' the 

yard. Croucl:l.ed in the ditches behind the breastworks, soldiers coul.4. 

feel bodies in the mud. beneath their feet. Tbe carnage appalled men 

experienced. in war. Private Hunter, cowering in the ditch, watcliled 

a friend raise his head over the breastworks, saw a red spot appear 
. 38 on the man's :f'orebead., and. caught bim as he fell dead. Men in tlae 

Brigade, standing waist deep in mud, cringed another hour before 

rallying behind a Con:f'ederate flank attack. The Virginians charged 

38 Hunter, Johnny Reb -and: Billy -Yank, 137. 
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and cleared the woods beyond the camp. The spent soldiers remained in 

the wood.a unt11 night:f'a11. As the battle diminished, the men w:l.thdrew 

tor the night to a forest a few miles to the rear. 

The day had been bloody: in five minutes, as the Confederates 

rushed among the Federal. tents, the 17th Virginia ll8'l. lost seventy-five 

men.39 The intense :firing three times had shattered the flag staffs.4o 

The ll.th Virginia lost 29 killed and 127 wounded.4l Colonel Funsten 

and. Lt. Col. I.anghorne suffered. injuries that forced both to inactive 

duty. Captain FOW'lkes died at the head of Compa.ny F. A return sub-

mitted ten days after the battle listed. regimental strength at 38 

officers and 913 enlisted. men. The report further stated. that, in 

the past two months, 74 men had succumbed--12 f'rom disease--and. 230 

had-been wounded 1n action since the Virginians arrived at Yorktown.42 

39 Hunter, Johnny Reh and· Bi-l:ly Yank, 137. 

4o Wise, 17th -Virginia, 71• 

41 I\Ynchburg Vi-rginiarr June 4, 1862. Adjutant Meem died at Seven 
Pines. John w. Daniel.1 the new adjutant., sent the telegraphic report. 
Ibid., J'une 14, 1862, carried an exciting account of the wounding of Lt. 
Col. Langborne by the man who carried Langhorne f'rcm the f'ield. 

42 llth Virginia Records, Strength Return for June 101 1862~ 



60 

On Sunday, June 11 the men lingered over their breakfast while 

trying to piece together ind.i vidual events of their battle. Ma.Dy 

bitter complaints were made a.bout the mad rush against an entrenched 

enemy while in a tight column. The soldiers held Kemper to blame 

for the useless wa.ste.43 .Af'ter breakfast the Brigade, expecting a 

Federal attack, returned to the Federal. tent city 1n the farmyard. 

Sporadic firing occurred throughout the day, but Kemper's men saw no 

action. .Af'ter sundown, the Virginians moved to the rear and slept 

in an open field. Men dismantled fences in order to lie on the ra.:1.ls 

above the mud.. On June 2, the soldiers returned to camp on the 

outskirts of R1chmond.44 

43 Hunter, Johrmy-Reb and· Billy Yank, 147-48. 

44 Ibiu., i52. -



CHAPl1ER v 

GREfill APPLES, - GREEN COR...7i 

In the weeks :following Seven Pines, the llth Virginia rel.axed. at 

camp, rehashed pa.st events, and recuperated :from the pbysical and 

emotional dam.age of the battle. The soldiers, stlllUled by the 

savagery they had endured, f'ound it easy to accept the monotOll)" o:r 

the rear area as they WIWOu.ud from the tela.sions o:f their :fight. 

Simple tasks took on a special signi:f'ica.uce. Private Hunter 

described the ceremOJ:ly of breakfast. To him and his messmate, the 

moI'l11JJ.g meal became an event o:f great enjoyment over which they 

lingered. First, each group would start its fire. The m.e:a wruld 

then reach into their pack, wi.wrap and slice a strip o:f bacoa, place 

their cracker or hardtack near the :fire to warm, a.nd.1 using their 

ramrod as a spit, hold the bacon in the fire. When 1 t ig:ni ted, they 

held the drippi:c.g bacon over their toasting cracker, letting the 

cracker absorb the grease. At the same time, o:ae member of the 

group would :fill tins with water. "Cof'f'ee," brewed from roasted 

rye or parched corn, boil.ed ton minutes. By the time the cof'tee 

was ready, the bacon had cooked and the ha.rd.tack was toe.std. The 

mea then sat dowu to enjoy their meal. For those with a sweet tooth, 

61 
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sorghum molasses coul.d be used. to sweeten the cof'fee or cracker. As 

an alternative to coffee, soldiers brewed sassafras tea. After break-

.fast, if time permitted, men filled their briar pipes :from special 

tobacco bags made by loved. on.es at home an'1. smoked while :finishing 
l their coffee. For the man who coul.d afford extras, the sutler sol& 

cofi'ee tor $1..50 per pound, and sugar for $1..00 per pound. Butter 

cost $1.25 per pound, and eggs were $1.00 per dozen. Writing paper 

vas 5¢ per sheet, as were eD.velopes.2 

By mid-June, 1862, the Regiment's te~ts were too hot tor daylight 

use. The camp attracted insects so that flies made sleep al.m.ost 

impossible outdoors. The men drilled occasionally, wrote letters, 

played cards and exchanged camp gossip. Stuart's ride around McClell.aa1 

alld JacksOD's Valley Campaign, were subjects for much prideful. talk.3 

Camp life was not completely free of war; companies on picket 4uty 

maintained contact with the Federal force. 4 

1 Hunter, John.."ly Reb and Billy Yank, J.46-47. While "Johnny Reb" 
ba.Q. to drink ersatz coffee, his tobacco was real. ''Billy Yank" smokefi 
"a vile compound of chickory, cabbage and sumac l.eaves." ~., 244. 

2 Smith-Pickett Dia:ry, June 10, 1862. Unless men bought extras, 
nearly al1 meals were cooked from the same ingredients. 

3 Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, l.601 1.63. 

4 Smith-Pickett Diary, Jwie 18, 1&52. Smith reported a heavy 
skirmish 1J:l 'Which 50-60 casualties occurreQ.. 



On Wednesday, June 25, 1862, the Regiment's peace:f'u1 interlude 

ended just af'tcr dinner when the l.ol'lg roll cal.J.ed the mea i:ato raaks. 

Sergeants distributed issues of ammunition and food, then iJLStructecl. 

everyone to leave all extra clothes ia their knapsacks at camp a.ad. 

carry oltl.y light marching gear. I• a short time the Brigade was 

undel"W'ey', marching counterclockwise through the .Richmond suburbs. 

Late at night the men halted ill a field on the Mecha».icsville tun.-

pike, three miles from the capital, vhere they ate a hasty supper 

8.liid slept. On Thursday, instead of the hurried. pace of the previous 

night, the Virginiw:is leisurely moved toward McchSJU.csville. At 

Mead.OW' Bridge, crossing the Chickahominy, the raDks split to permit 

horsemen to pass. One rider was Gem. Lee on "Traveler." Near 

Comp8JlY C, Lee asked the identity of the wait. 

"T'Ae Eleve:ath Virg112ia, 11 a dozeu voices roarcd.5 

A short distance beyond the river, the Brigade rested ia a piae 

wood.. The day was hot; mell stretched their blal!lkets overhee.Q. for 

shade, thea lay auQ. f'wmed themselves with their tila plates. As the 

a:rte:naooa leli.gthened., a sig14al gtm sounded, :fol.lowed. by the th.Wld.er ot 

battle. The actioa occurred a few miles to the east but d.14 •ot 

5 Morgaa, Reminiscences, 134-35. 
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in.vol ve Kemper' s men. They remained ill the shade trying to plot 

the battle by interpreting the sounds that con.tillued until after 

SW1Set.6 

Havill.g experienced a forced night march, then a day of !».activity, 

the men OD June 27 were irritated to find themselves roused before 

dawn. They were hurried toward the sound of the previous day's battle, 

the11 halted, Ullexplailledly, on a causeway traversi:Qg the ChickahOllllly 

Swamp. The meu l112ed the edges of the road a:12d, as it was still dark, 

went back to sleep.. Awakened again, they ate a col.d breakfast of bari. 

crackers, raw bacon and swamp vater. 

hotber signal gun sounded. Kemper called his Brigade to orQ.er 

8.l:l.d marched them through Mechanicsville. The tOWJl lay iJa a rui•ed 

heap; its people were busy tending hundreds of wounded me11. Outsid.e 

Mecha.aicsville, the men remai~ed o». reserve alert for the greater 

portion of the day. Ahead, the battle moved eastward as Ge.a. D. 11. 

Hill's Divis10Jl assailed tlle Federal lines. Kemper a.lU his mea 

trailed behillQ. the battle. Though within e:uemy artillery ra».ge, the 

V1rg1:a1ans 41d not come UJ:4der &:l.Y coace.utrated f'iro. I». mid.-atteraooa 

they halted as a rumor swept the raliks that tho ».ew battle aOUD4a to 

6 HU».ter, Johm:y Reb and Billy Yank, 166-68. 
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the north o:t Hill represented stonewall. Jackson, who had just arrived. 

:from the SheDS.ndoah Valley and was hitting the Federal. :f'l.alik. T.b.e 

11ews spread "like an electric flash. 117 

About 6 p. m. that evening, as the troops were brewi.Dg eveai:ag 

coffee, intense musket fire broke out a halt-mile ahead. The 

Brigade unstacked. arms, fell into raJ.lk.s aDd stood at the ready. 

Occasional. stray bull.eta whistling through the air caused the me• 

to crouch and. eveutually lie do'Wl:l i:n ranks. In tho fa.Q.ing light of 

sunset, they fil1.ally reformed for a rapid march toward the encounter. 

The troops reached the :field after dark only to fi:ad that Ge:n. Joba 

B. Hood's troops had already secured the objective. Iu the last 

charge, the Virginians had sped past Gaines's Mill, after which the 

battle--another Confederate victo:cy--was ll8.IIleG.. By starlight, the 

Brigade moved another 100 yards iuto a woods, where it bivouacked. 

:for the JU.gb.t. Some ma slept while others searcaed tlle field for 

plunder. Maey replace'1 worn blankets, haversacks or oilclotlls. A 

few exchanged rif'les.8 

1 Hw:iter, Johnr.y Rob and Billy Yank, 168-70. 

8 Morgan, f.~miniscences, 135-36. See also Hunter, Johrcy Reb and 
Billy Yank, 170-73 and. Wise, 17th Virgir..ia, 72-75· A...-my official.a 
became concerned about men carrying different caliber weapOlls. The 
Adjutant Geueral ordered division. commanders to insure that all troops 
within their \Ulits were capable of using the same cartridges i• orier 
to avoici a "suppq ciisaster... Of:f'1cial Records-, XI, pt. 31 64o-4l. 
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0-A the :followillg day Kemper' s Brigade co:o:tinued in reserve. The 

men passed their time vriti:wg letters, seeki:i:g :news Bltcl scave:agillg 

the area Just taken :from the Unicm. forces. Oil June 29, they recrossfi. 

the Chickahomil2y at Grapevine Bridge, built o:f pontoaas by the U. s. 

Arrizy. Kemper conti.J4ued to follow the bluecoa.ted army, although. 

never close enough to engage.9 

On Mouday, June 30, still trailing the battle Ola dusty roads, 

Kemper's Brigade f'ina.lly caught up and :fought at Frayser's Farm. 

At 4 p. m., near the mansion, the Brigade :formed a line of battle 

011 the extreme right of the COld'ederate line. The lltla Virgirda 

charged from a position ill!. the cc~ter of the Brigade battle line. 

Captain Kirkwood otey, former co~der of the "Home Guari," le'1 

the Regiment.10 The force rushecl througll a sometimes swampy under-

brush that broke the symmetry of the for-....ation encl created. coJll.fusiOJa. 

The assau1t overraR its objective, a Federal battery, but the coa-

:fusion of the swamp and. underbrush caused wrl.ts to the left to 

become disoriei:ited. Kemper's men were ill possessiOiil. of the Uaioa 

guns. By penetratixig the enemy li».e, they had. become subject to tire 

from al1 d.irectio:as. The Virginirul.S, unable to de.tocl. themselves 1a 

9 Hunter, Joh:my Reb a.;.d Billy Ya.J.:lk, l.75. See al.so Wise, 17th 
Virginia, 76. 

10 Kemper' s report is in Official Rc:cord.s-, XI, pt. 31 763-68. Adam 
Clements, appoillted to Major before Seven Pines, had traveled to 
Campbell County to obtain a horse requirod for regimeatal staf:f assiga-
ment. Company commauaera marched and fought on :f'oot. See 11'.orga.a, 
Reminiscences, ll9. In the absence or regime:ratal field. officers, tae 
seaior compa.uy commander led the regimeat. 



their exposed positio~, vithdrev i~itially ill order, thea ia a chaotic 
11 rout that required hard. work o~ the part of the officers to stem. 

Later, whe~ the Regiment returned to the rear, it cou:ated 9 dea.4, 

50 wounded and 31 men missiDg.12 Brigade losses were 44 killeQ1 205 

WOWlded alld 165 missing. 

OJ:.e of the most unusua.J. stories of Fra.yser's Farm, aud ot the 

Civil War, lies a the pages ot Pvt. William. ~dolph Smith's 41.ary. 

His e~try for June 25 told. of the long roll alld issue of ra.tioas. 

He Doted that there had been heavy cam:.OJa fire, aJ:id. he surmised taat 

there was "somethi:r.ig afoot. 1113 The next eJ&try raa ill a ciittere:at 

script. "This day a week ago, poor Rall wrote for the last time in 

his diary not thimking it wouli. be his last. 1114 The Qiary coati:aued. 

to tell the story of how Smith bad spelllt the mglat of JWle 25 cl:lattiiag 

vitla his frie:ad.s before marching away to battle. At camp, George s. 

Pickett heard. of the battl.o sounds durililg tho Seve:a Days' battl.e aa4 

sought his frieDd. He searched the Frayser•s Farm field uatil he 

located Smith's body. Pickett afterward co:atiBueQ. llis frieaa's d.1.ary. 

1l Hunter, Johnny Reb aud Bill.y YSilk, 179-90· 

l2 Official Records, XI, pt. 21 973-84. See also Lyuchbu.rg Vir~niaa 
July 3, 1862, £or a list of casualties s:b.owi.:1i1g as.me, compa11y aai e eat 
of il2jur1es. 

13 Smith-Pickett Diary, Jwae 26, 1862. 

l4 ~., JuJ..y 2, 1862. 
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In Lynchburg, William Blackf'ord noted that Company G, the "Rome 

Guard," had been in action for one year, during which time the;y had 

lost 13 killed and approximately 4o wounded. Bl.ackf'ord remembered 

that some had called the Guard a "band box" company: f'it f'or show 

but not service. Re reasoned that the men had now proved. the in-

correctness ot such a classification.15 

On Jul;y l, Kemper led bis Brigade in pursuit of' the retreating 

Federal :forces. The Virginians were stationed on the righ:t of the 

gra;yclad lines and saw no.action. At the battle ot Malvern Rill, 

they remained in reserve. Af'ter several da;ys' delay in the vicilrl.t;y 

ot Harrison Bend, the men again returned to their DarbytOWD camp.16 

Camp lii'e lasted more than a month, during which time units 

rebuilt and retrained. Heat and nearby swamps combined to cause 
17 . much illness and many deaths. On August 10, Gell. Kemper received 

orders to "proceed without delay" via the Central :Railroad. to 

Gordonsville.18 

15 Blackford Diary, Aug. 1, 1862. 

J.6 Wise, 17th Virginia, 90. 

17 Johnston, Confederate Boy, 119. 

18 Official Records, XI, pt. 3, 675. The orders are dated Aug. 131 
1862, yet several sources indicate that the Brigad.e arrived on Aug. 10 
in a "soakimg raiD." For example, see Wise, 17th Virginia,, 92. 



On August .J.6, the Regiment departed on a tweJ.ve-day march to 

ThorO"..ighf'a.:re Gap.19 T".ae march became hot, dusty and hungry. The 

men, with dustcoated hair, eyebrows and beards, received no food 

rations as vagons :fell :f'ar behind the march. Forced to improvise, 

the so1diers J.ived on green corn B.lld green app1es, picked from :f'ielQ.s 

B.lld orchards along the route. Using a reinforced cotton sheet as 

shelter, they had thrown away tbe bated Sibley teut to sleep out4oors 
20 in sw:mner :for the rest of the war. Colonel Corse l.ed Kemper's 

Brigade, as Kemper had. temporarily taken charge of the Division. 

Major Clements rode a.t the head. of the llth Virginia. 

On August 28, with artillery thundering ahead, the :force marche4. 

into Thorough:f'are Gap and proceeded unhurriedly aloug the railroad 

toward the east. Despite the obvious engagement, the men balte<l short 

of combat. T'.ae next day was hot, sul.try, quiet aud :food.l.ess. The 

me11. had been without rati~s for several days. When the Brigade 

f'o:rmeG. before a cor:nfield, scores of mea slipped from ranks to gather 

19 Wise, l.7th Virginio., 92-94. T'oJ.e Brigade wit:ia.essed. aD art1ller,y 
fight on Aug. 23 near Brandy Station and su.st;~eQ. an occasional 
artillery round at their Water1oo camp. 

' 

20 John Dooley, John ~ooley, Confederate Soldier; His· War DiP...ry,, ed. 
by Joseph T. D'~kin {Wasilin.,srto:::i, 1945), 6-15. lierer::.t'ter cited as Dool.ey, 
John Dooley. A GeorgetO'w~ University stude~t, DooJ.ey remained wita 
the 1st Virginia from Go:rdonsvil1e until his capture at Gettysburg. 
For an excellent description of the varieties of green corn an~ iree». 
apple menus, plus details of Confederate dress and equipment aurimg 
this campaign, see Hunter, Johnn,y Reb and Billy Yank, 238-41. Hunter 
elaboratecl. this material for a::i. articl.e 1a SHSP, XXXI (1903), 37• 
:S:ereaf'ter cit~ as Hw:iter, "Antietam." 
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food. To tl:l.e practiced ear of the im'antry, ~e ma.:1u struggl.e lay to 

their lef't. They seemed to be outf~illg the Federal. force. Sovera1 

veterans recognized the field a.s the scene of the Manassas battle ot 

July, 1861, anQ. they :found them.selves :facing the Claillll House, about 

which were ranged several artillery pieces heavily protecte4 by 

lll:f'a.ntry. 

The order to assemble came about 4 p. m. Men dropped. their 

blanket rolls, claecked cartridge boxes, and. loa.cied rifles. "Skirmisaers 

out," causeQ. those iaf'a.ntryme:n to move :forward. Firing began with 

the advance of the skirmishers. "Forwa.rdl Guide to the co1orsl 

March t" sounded the order to proceed. The ranks crossed a plateau 

w1 thout cheering; the only sound 1». the lilaes came :from stea.Q.y foot-

steps and rattll:g.g metal. articles. As the regimeats croaseQ. a :feace, 

the :first artillery shell exploded ill their :froat. The Fed.eraJ. batteries, 

about one-half' mile awa:y, constituted the objective of tbe Coaf'e«erate 

assault. 

The liues hel.d ill mlltary orQ.er almost to the C'.ni:mi House, 

from where Fe'1.era1 iilf ar:.t:cymen rose :f'rom behind a stC!i&e :f sce 8.ll4 

'1.elivered a volley at point-bl.al:.Ut range. Breakil.1.g ranks, tlle 

CollfeQ.erates returne'1 tl:le musketry. After a ten-minute firefight, the 

Soutllel'l2ers Q.rove back the Ulrl.cm forces. TAe bluecoats retreate& iato 



an oncoming Federal. counterattack that hit the Virginians with increased 

:fury near C'.ninn House. T.ne Brigade success:ful.J.y resisted and, with 

reinforcements, secured the day's Victory. Kemper's Brigade, assured 

of its objective, watched the battle rage in other parts of the field. 

When the entire Union line broke, the Conf'edera.tes :followed in pursuit 

until nightf'aii.21 Private Edgar Warfield spent part of the night 

scavenging for new shoes.22 

The Battle of Second .Manassas had been severe. Private Hunter 

i'ired all sixty of his cartridges. llis shoulder turned black and blue 

from the recoil of his rii"le, and his :face was coated with carbon 

from the powder smoke. V.aey men, :finding their muskets fouJ.ed a:f'ter 

about thirty shots, turned to the Enfields lying on the groWld.23 The 

llth Virginia sustained a loss of 9 killed and 55 wounded.24 Colonel 

Corse's report spoke well of the Regiment and its comma.nder.25 

21 Dooley, Jo.tin Dooley:, 20-24. See a1so Hunter, Jo1lnny Reb· and 
Bi:lly Yank, 246-55. 

22 Edgar War.field, A Conf'edcrate Soldier's I·:~moirs· (Richmond, 1936), 
1.08. Hereai.""'ter cited as Warf'ieJ.d, ~:eoo:irs • Wa.r.fiel.d served in the 
17th Vir;;illia :from Alexandria to Appomattox. l3are:footcd a.t V.anassas, 
he searched unsuccessfully for shoes and f'inal.l.y conceded that "others 
1n a similar state were a.head of me." Ibid. 

23 E:rmter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, 255. 

24 Of':f'icial: Records, LI, pt. l, J.34. See also ~., XII, pt. 31 
560-62. 

25 ~., XII, pt. 21 625-27. 
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The next day the pursuit contillued as the V1rgini8lls crossed ~u11 

Run at Sud.1.ey Mills Road and headed tow.rd Fairf'ax. They ate well 

that evening, tha.llks to f'ood 1eft ~ abando:iied FeQ.eral. haversacks aaci. 

camps. 

Raia dre~ched the soJ.diers on September 1 as they arrivecl at 

Chautilly too late to participate in that batt1e. "Our anmwdtioll 

was wet, rmyway," Pvt. HUllter recal.l.ed. Still hungry, the me:a 

marched nortb through Drallesville, passed Leesburg, anQ. spe:aat the Jdght 

of September 5 Xi.ear Big Spriugs • T!le next mornillg they crosseQ. tho 

Potomac by stripping to the ska wN. ham.gii:ig pack antii cl.othes oa tAeir 

:fixed bayo.ilets. Since they were now ill "Yankee" territory, tbe 

soldiers fired their ri:f"1es to insure reJ.oading with Qr,/' powG.er.26 

Prior to crossag the river, Gem.. Lee ord.ereQ. all. sick ancl ba.re:f'ootK 

Southerners to report to Winchester rather than proceed northwa.N.. 

A number of soldiers observed that many men, thrOW'ing awa:y their 

shoes so as to qualify aa ''barefooted," used the order as an excuse 

to avoid the campaign into ¥..aryla:nd.27 An additional 1oss of troops 

26 Hunter, Johnny Rcb and Billy Yank, 266-73. See al.so Wise, 17th 
Virginia, 105-08. 

27 Johnston, Ccn:fede:rate Boz, 131, and Hunter, Johnn;r Reb and B~1.l.y 
Yank, 274, reported misuse of the order. Hunter estimated that the 
0Bare:toot Order" cost Lee 101 000 men. 
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resulted. from .lack of' rations. Straggl.ers :foraging for :food o:f'ten J.ost 

track o:f' their outfit. The steady diet o:f' green corn and green appl.es 

1ed to diarrhea and rendered scores of' men un:fit £or duty. Lice, 

which troubled men throughout the war, were particularly bothersome 

during the ¥..aryland. invasion, since the sol.diers brought no extra 

clothes and l.ived the entire time without ch&.P.ge. Boiling the clothes 
28 and swimming whi.le dressed seei;ed to have no effect upon the vermin. 

T"ne Southerners were disappointed and frustrated by the cold 

reception they received at Frederick, Vil..; yet they enjoyed making 

purchases in the better stocked stores. !:l:'hey considered it a silent 

endorsement of' the Southern cause that merchants accepted Con:f ederate 

money. On September ll, in Hagerstown, the Virginians were surprised 

to f'ind themselves treated as guests. However, the next ~ the menu 

retumed to green corn and green appl.es when the men moved. into camp 

beyond town. 29 

On Sunday, September l.4, the ll.th Regiment marched to hol.d the 

gaps through South Mountain so as to permit the Confederate wagons to 

escape FederaJ. pursuit and to allow Jackson time to :finish the 

occupation of Harper's Forry. The order to march reached. camp at 

28 Hunter, "Antieta....," 38. 

29 Wise, f.7th Virginia, llO-ll. War:f'iel.d, Memoirs, 109, reported that, 
on Sept. 6, 1"1362, the commissary issued him his first 1"ood ration that 
month: two smoked herriDgs captured. from a Federal sutl.er. 



5 a. m. Ke::.per's Brigade turned. back through Hagerstown to the mountain. 

Near 4 p. m., it ca.me under FederaJ. f'ire. The rrute of march in the 

battle area vas such that the regiments moved into position at an angl.e 

to the Union lines, thus permittillg an en:fil.adi:c.g fire. The comrr.anQ. 

to move forward. 1.ed the grayclad units into a corntield. As they 

prepared. to enter the st:ruggle, the men of the llth Regiment learned 

that SamueJ. Garland had died a few miles a.way while lea4iiig his North 

Carolina Brigade. With "gloomy :feelings," the Virginians continued 

their ad.vance.3° 

The men reached their objective point barely in time to prepare 

for the Federal :force moving tova.rd them. The Southerners :fought a. 

delaying action. They gave ground slowly to avoid being overwhelmed.. 

As darkness approached, the lilla buckled. T".lle Virginians momentarily 

broke :for the rear, then raJ.J.ied. Kemper ell'te:red combat while Federal. 

f'orces ranged. over the high ground above him. As a result, tha 

battle momentum pushed dc-wuhill. Coostant Southern effort and vill 

managed to slow the eneil:IY gains. &""'ter dark the battle stopped. T'ae 

men remained in their position all night. Toward morning they vithdrew. 

At the battle of South .Mountain the Coll:f eQ.e:ra.tes concluded. that 

they had :fought a. success:f'u.l delaying action. True, they 1184. bee». 

30 Doo1ey, John Dooley, 34-35. 
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pushed back, but by such an overwhelming force that they f'el.t no Q.is-

honor in their in.a.bil.i ty to slow the Union tide. If the men ccmpl.ained.1 

it was to question why they had not been ordered into position bet'ore 

the Fed.era1 arm;y reached South Mountain.31 stragglers, the "Barefoot 

Order," and the forced night march made it impossibl.e to enumerate 

casual.ties, but the most signif'icant l.oss may have been that of Maj. 

Adam Clements, commander of the llth Virginia, who never returneQ. to 

his unit a.:f'ter fa1l.ing wounded at Boonaboro.32 

On September l.51 Kemper's Brigade, keeping ahead of Union 

cava.J..ry pickets, a.l.ternately marched and napped al.ong the Harper's 

Ferry road. It soon rejoined the main body of Lee's Army near 

Sharpsburg, 11..:l.. The next day, as Longstreet moved the units about 

the town's outskirts, the men f'el.t that they were countermarcb.i.ng 

to create an impression of' great numbers. Federal. artillery kept 

up an all.-day barrage, yet most shells passed harml.essly overhead 

into town. Toward evenillg, the Brigade moved to the southeast sid.e 

3l Dool.ey, John Doole;;:, 32. See also Robert v. Johnson aud c. c. 
Buel (eds.), BattJ.es and Leaders of the Civil War (New York, 1884-1887) 1 
II, 559-81. Rere6.J..""ter cited. as Battl.ea and Leaders. 

32 T'n.ere is confusion as to whether Cl.emer.its :fell at Boonsboro or 
Sharpsburg. 'l"'his writer believes that his wot2n'1. occurred on Sept. J.4 
at Boonsboro and that Ca.pt. Robert M. Mitchell of Co. A l.ed the llth 
Va. at Antietam. See Lynchburg Virginian, Sept. 24, 1862. 



of Sharpsburg, where they slept with their weapons ready.33 

Be:f'ore dawn on Wednesday, September 17, artillery :fire greeted 

the uncomi'ortable soldiers. The llth Virginia, reduced. to approx1-

mately eighty-five men, participated in further countermarching 

before settling about noon to a position behind a fence on the 

reverse slope of a hill.34 The Virginians lay facing the southernmost 

bridge over Antietam Creek, at the extreme right of the Conf'ederate 

llne. In front of the Virginians lay the remainder of Gen. David 

R. Jones' Division, which included Kemper's regiments. Kemper had 

returned to command his brigade. Colonel Corse resumed commaDd. of 

his own regiment. Captain Robert M. Mitchell led. the 11th Virginia. 

The forward brigades lined the bank of the creek vith Gen. Robert A. 

Toombs' Georgia brigade beillg responsible for the security of the 

bridge .. 

The Federal artillery tire first concentrated. ou the :far lef't of 

33 Johnston, Con:f'ederate Boy,,147-49. 

34 The estimated strength or Kemper' a Brigade lay between 200-300. 
The 1st Va. had 8 officers and 9 enlisted men. Dooley, John Doolei, 45. 
Colonel Corse reported 9 officers and 24 me:n for the 17th Va. O:f'f'icial: . 
RQ.cord.a, XIX, pt. l, 904-05. Hunter, Johnny Reb and Billy Yank, placed 
the strength of the 17th Va. at 7 officers and 41 men. The llth Va. 
estimate appeared in Johnston, Confederate Boy, 147. All figures appear 
to be estimates ma.de a.tter the campaign. 
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the position of the llth Virginia. By noon, an immense effort had 

taken place; the principal action occupied the center wings of both 

armies • Virginians crouched behind the hill could see the artillery 

barrage that preceded the Federal assault. They thrilled to the 

sight of the Union lines advancing, then crumbling and retreating 1D 

the face of Conf'ederate :fire. By early afternoon it was apparent 

that the emphasis was shi:f'tiD.g toward the area of the llth Virginia. 

The hill before the men obstructed the view of vhat is now 

called Burneside's Bridge. In mid-afternoon, tho sounds of caJlllon 

and musketry reached their ears from directly in front of them. About 

3 p. m. / they became aware ot the outcane when Toombs' men came 

running over the crest. Commanding officers rallied their troops 

in a field behind the fence where the llth Virginia and its sister 

regiments lay. 

For a while, silence reigned; then individual voices could be 

heard from beyond the hill. The voices were obviously Union officers 

f'ormiilg and aJ.ign1ng a Federal battle line. The drum.beat started 

amid coilllllaJlds. Virginians, behind the fence, realized that they had 

become cramped in their positions. They stretched nervously • 

.AJ.exander Hunter lay and listened. to the sounds of orders, drums 

and marching feet. The first sight ot the enemy was the top ot their 

flag staff's, then the :flags, followed by the tops of blue battle 



caps, a.J::ld next "a line of the :i'iercest eyes man ever 1ooked upon," 

as the Northern men reached the summit o:f the hill.35 

The Federal line fired first; the range was short, yet they 

fired high. Kem.per' a men then f'ired, resting their barre1s upon the 

second fellCe rail. T'.ne et'f'ect proved dead.ly as the blue line broke 

and ducked back behind the hill. Virgini8.llS reloaded :feverishly, for 

the enemy remailled so close that rallying oN.ers carried. distinctly. 

T'.ne men coul.d hear rein:f'orcements arrive and tensed as the charge 

command sounded behind the crest. Over the hill came the cheering 

bluecoats, firing at will and no lo::iger in straight liti.es. The 1st 

and llth Virginia held out as J.cm.g as they couJ.d but, f'.la.nked and 

overwhel.med, they broke for the rear. Rnnnixig back, petrified with 

fear, John Dooley found himself half tu.rni:ug for fear he wou.14. receive 

a disgraceful shot in the back.36 T'n.e Federal force stopped at the 

f'encellne previously held by the llth Virginia. T'.oe illterlud.e 

permitted the retreati:cg troops to catch their breath, then reform near 

Toombs' men. Mter a pause, the Federal. 8.1"Dzy' resumed its advance. 

Outnumbered Conf edera.tes gave way slowly when sounds of' battle broke 

out on the right, an area considered nnma.m:ied. General. A. P. Bill 

had arrived :from llarper's Ferry. Hill's assauJ.t rcuted the Uni.cm 

35 Hunter, 11Antietam," 4o-4J.. 

36 Dool.ey / John Dooley, 44 .. 4 7. 
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attackers • The Virginians joined in pushing the bluecoats back to 

their :former position. Tb.at night they slept proudly on their old 

line.37 Scattered sniper firing occupied the next day. The Virginians 

were infuriated that some of their men received injuries while tenQ.ing 

wounded bluecoats.38 At nightfal.11 orders alerted everyone to withdrawal. 

The men napped until ll p. m., then folded their blankets and slippeQ. 

back through Sharpsburg to begin the retreat from Ma.ryland. They 

marched al.1 night September 18 and crossed the Potomac about 7 a. m. 

the next morning )9 

The depleted ranks of the retreating llth Virginia Infantry 

revealed the cost of the battles in Maryland. Of the men wl:lo beg&D 

the Boonsboro fight, 3 were dead anQ. 38 had fallcra wounded in the 

battles. Kemper' s Brigade reported a total ot 144 casualties: 15 

killed, 102 wounded. a.tld 27 missing.4o 

The route from Maryland was through Martinsburg, where the 

Virginians rested for several days before moving to the vicinity ot 

37 Federal. troops captured Pvt. Al.exander Bunter when they overran 
his position. 

38 Dooley, John Dool:ey, 50. 

39 Ibid., 50-51. 

4o Battles and Leaders, II, 601. Hunter reported 35 casualties out 
of 46 men in the 17th Va. Corse listed 31 casualties out of 33 men for 
the same unit in Of:fi-cia.1 Records/ XIX, pt. 11 904-05. The 11th Virgiaia 
Records (Virginia State Library) indicate Corp. Samuel P. Shindle com-
manded Co. K at Antietam :following the loss of al.l company officers. 
See also Lynchburg Virginian, Sept. 24, i862. 
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:Bunker Hill for a period of several weeks. The Bunker Hill camp 

revived the old f'amil.iar routines: 4rlll1 iDStructioa, picket &uty-

and recruiting. 

Duri:ag this perioci, Kemper•s Brigade became part at a i.1.visioa 

commandeci. by Gen. George E. Pickett. The iuw geaeral haa served. witla 

ilstinction until wcunded at Gaines's Mill. Ol:lce recovered., he 

reported to his o14. brigaQ.e at Martinsville but soon received. 

promotioD a.ad a division at Bunker Hill. Ill October, ~862, Pickett 'a 

Division contained 9,000 men. 

At Bunker Hill, Pvt. Dooley wit:Ressed punishments d.ecreecl. by-

courts-martial. Dooley notecl that some me.a serve4. their sente».ce 1a 

the guardhouse, while others uwierwent bucking or gagging as tlleir 

punishment. Bucki:ug force'1. tlae prisoner to sit a a cloublea-up 

posi t1oa1 hands on bis knees, while a lODg stick was illserteQ. llori-

zoatally betweeA his loiees a».4 his elbows. Tl:lis forced. positioa soaa 

became extremely pa1Jl1'ul. 

Gagging occurred. whe:a a bou.u4 prisoaer stood with a ba.ycaet 1a 

his mouth, both en.Qs of the bayoaet tiecl behi.Jld. lrl.s head.. For 

lesser punisbme:at, a stick could take the place of the ba.ymtet. 

AD.other seatence requireQ. the culprit to ma.rca about camp 

veari.Dg notld:ag but a "shirt" mU.e by cutti:ag arm ltoJ.es 1• a 



41 bottomless flour barrel. 
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Late in October, Pickett's new Divisioareceived ms.rchiJag oriers 

Blld.1 OD October 31, departed. their Bwtker Hill camp. Tb.ey hiked up 

the Valley, past Strasburg and over the Bl.ue Ridge to Cu1peper1 

vhere they weiat into camp. On November 19, the m.ea left Culpeper 

and, on the 25th, arrived at Fredericksburg. They begaa co:utructica 

of log cabins d.estined. to be viJlter quarters. 42 

Countermoves by the ~emy cancelle«. work on viJlter quarters. 

The Federal army arrived. on the north bank af the Rappahauock 

opposite Fredericksburg and. spread along the river tor miles, their 

camps barel:y visible across the river. Each 8l'IDY' sent me:a to vatcll 

the ather. While 011. picket duty, Virgilliaas met Northeraers to 

swap tobacco, coffee and. newspapers. Tae Ccm:fed.erate camp proud..q 

repeateQ. the story that when UAion Ge:a. Ambrose E. Burnsi«.e asked 

Lee to surrsd.er Fredericksburg, he was told. to "Cane aacl take it." 

Lee prepare<i. for Burnside's forces by moving south to a series of 

aills that re.a parallel to the river at a d.iatance of oae-llal.f to 

oae mile9"43 General Jackson took comJMncl of the right wing; Loagstreet, 

41 Dool.ey, John Dool.ey, 73-74. The p\Dlishmeats Dooley reportej, were 
inflicted. tor coward.ly actioas d.uril'lg tae Mar,yl.u.d. Campaiga. 

42 Morgan, Reminis-cences, 142-43. Wise, 17th Virgiaia, 120-231 
aontaias the iti».erary of the mQY'e from Bwaker Hillto Frecl.er1ck8burg. 

43 Dooley, Job»: Doolez, 77· 



tlle le:f't. By December 111 Federal preparations convillce4. al.1 that 

Burnside sooa pl.amled. to cross the Rappahat1nock oa poatooa bric1.ges. 

Oil December 12, while the enemy was moviJag over tlle bridges, Kemper'a 

Brigade m&ie severa1 moves a1ong the line and tiaal.ly settled 1.Rto 

a reserve position behind the Co».f'ed.erate ceater. 

Oa the moraiag of December 13, the Federa1 units completed. tkeir 

crossing under cover of a heavy fog. The mist li:f'ted about 10 a. m. 

to reveal a bluecoated army aligned and ready to attack. 

Kemper's Brigade did nat participate in the fighting at the 

Battle or Fredericksburg. The men waited in reserve, 'Witnessing 

the entire conflict f'rom a position high in the rear of the Confederate 

line. Toward evening, the regiments respOilded to a call tor reinforce-

ments at Mayre's Hill; but by the time they stepped into the lines, 

the battle had ended. The following day the men awaited a nev 
44 attack that never came. The Virginians were confident that 

they possessed an opportunity to destroy the Army' of the Patomac. 

They were bitter when no command to attack arrived.45 At dawn on 

44 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Morgan, Reminiscences, 146-53, 
and Holland, "Recollections," Dec. 27, 1959, for soldiers' reports of 
the Fredericksburg action. Pickett's Division suffered 46 wounded. 
Of these, the llth Va. reported 13 wounded. Official. Records;, XXI, 
559-62. 

45 Hunter, Job.mv; Reb' and Billy Yank, 319. See a1so Wise, 17th 
Virginia, 130. 



83 

December l.6, the Southerners learned that the Federal d1T1a1ons had 

retired to the north bank at the r1Ter. The next ~the V1rg1Diana 

withdrew :rraa the l.inea and departed :for wi.Dter qua.rtera.1'6 

1t6 Morgan, Reminiscences-, 153. 



DESOLATION- AT filGH- TIDE· 

The vmter of 1862-1863 began pleasantq enough. The 11th Virginia 

settled into its quarters near the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac 

Railroad; packages and visitors arrived frm bane, and furloughs were 

available to all.1 In mid-December, however, a long rain created 

misery as it preceded a longer freeze. The weather turned ao cold 

that c()TlllDN\<\ers suspended drill. Soldiers cowered near the :f'ires in 

their shelters. Following the inevitable thaw, wagons mired and 

rations became scarce. Christmas found the Virginians depressed, as 

it was "pretty hard to make Christmas dinner trom one pound ot :f'at 

pork, six crackers and one-quarter pound of dried apples." Yet 

Christmas dinner they had, topped by apple dumplings with sorgbwn 

molasses. Sobriety reigned during the bollday--owing more to tiDaDci&l 

than to moral causes.2 

The new year was not a month old when the 11th Virginia saw 

actiCll and drew blood. In late January, following a severe snow-

stol'lll, a sentry or the 17th Virginia discovered an eut;ire brigade 

l Beeve, "Reminisc~nces." 
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converging on bis post. When he demanded identi:f'ication1 he was 

overwhelmed by skirmishers and tossed into a snowbank. The "enem;y" 

brigade proved to be Toombs ' Georgians. The entire force / armed 

vi th snowballs, charged the Virginians. The 17th Regiment called 

on Gen. Pickett for support. A pi tcbed battle lasted until the 

Virginians were :f'orced to surrender. Montgcmery Corse, now a 

general commanding bis own brigade, called :f'or a fight to the 

death, but he was overpowered, dumped in a snowpile and sat upon 

until he acknowledged defeat. Several bloody noses resulted tran the 

:f'ray.3 

The snowball fight may have seemed a prelude to more serious 

action as the Brigade, in late January, marched in the rain toward 

Chancellorsville to meet a rumored enemy crossing. ibe rain turned 

to an overnight, eight-inch snowfall. "The suf:f'ering was feartul.1 " 

one Virginian recalled. The soldiers, having outmarched their mired 

wagons, slept rolled in their blankets and Union oilcloths taken 

:f'rom previous battlefields. When the attack did not materialize, the 

cold, vet and exhausted men returned to Guiney•s ~ation.4 

Clothing problems were ever-present. Men 1D camp lacked shoes. 

The coumissary attempted to provide a solution by diatributiDg cowhides 

3 Hunter, Johnny Reb- ani Bi-l.:ly Yank, 329-30. See also Morgan, 
Reminiscences-, 153-54; Loehr, 1st Virginia, 33. 

4 Warfield, Memoirs· l4o. See also Sam' l - · - - - - · to cousin, 
Jan. 271 1863, JOhii Mey Papers, Manuscript Department, William. R. 
Perkins Library / Duke Univers1 ty. The un1dentif1ecl Sam' l vaa a 
member at Co. G, 11th Va. 
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stripped from the ration beef, but the resulting moccasins proved to 

be poor substitutes. 5 Turning to the hanet'ront for he1p, MaJ. Kirkwood 

otey, commanding the llth Virginia, sent an officer to the Lynchburg 

area to beg for clothes for the Regiment. 6 

Pickett's Division departed. camp 1n mid-February, when the "mud 

fie.if deepest, the sky du1lest, weather gloomiest." The Brigade 

marched to Richmond, where for several. weeks it per.formed escort and 

picket duties. Some men were fortunate enough to visit parts of 

Virginia undam.aged by war. They enjoyed the splendid Southhampton 

ha.m.s--"the finest I ever ate," noted Ca.pt. Morgan.7 

Passing through Richmond, Kemper•s Brigade became the object 

of an enthusiastic welcome, perhaps because the lat Virginia ccn-

sidered the capital as its hcmetown. Townspeople lining the route 

of march offered food and drink to the passing soldiers. Officers of. 

the Brigs.de received special attention in the form of liquid refresh-

ment. The overenthtisiastic af'ficers succumbed to the ccmpl.iment and, 

as a result, aen. Pickett placed four of his regimental commanders 

5 Morgan, Reminiscences, 144. See also Holland, "RecolJ.ectiona," 
Jan. 31 1960. 

6 Morgan, Reminiscences-, 144. The Iyrnchburg Virginian, Feb. 161 
1863, contains a letter f'rom Capt. Morgan expressing appreciation for 
the contributions. 

7 Morgan, Reminiscences-, 157· 



(including Maj. Kirkwood. Otey) under arrest.a 

Upon return to camp, the Brigade assemb1ed to vitness a whipping 

inflicted upon a member ar the 24th Virginia for cowardice at 

Sharpsburg. The culprit's court-martial sentence ordered thirty-nine 

lashes ani a dishonorable discharge. The man, st~ipped to the waist, 

underwent his punishment tied to a pole f'ifiy yards in front of' the 

Brigade, drawn up in a line. The ordeal became so horrible that the 

executioner, himseli a prisoner who earned bis release by this act, 

broke down and wept.9 

On March 21, 1863, the llth Virginia boarded railroad. boxcars 

at Petersburg and journeyed. to Goldsboro, N. c. The weather was still 

cold, and it could have been a more uncomfortable trip had not the 

men piled the dirt ar their cars into the center of the floors and 

built pine log tires atop the piles. The passengers in the cars 

arrived warm but "well smoked. "lO 

Departing Goldsboro the next day, the Virginians moved to 

8 Blackford, Letters-, 169. Blackford begged Pickett to release 
Otey :from arrest so that he could lead the llth Va. at Gettysburg. 
Otey stood trial after Gettysburg and pleaded guilty to drunkenness. 
He was sentenced to be cashiered, but the sentence was not carried out 
because of Otey's heroic conduct on July 3, 1863. Otey's court-martial 
plea and sentence are in "201 File for Kirkwood Otey," v. M. I. 

9 Dooley, John Doo1q, 83. 

10 Morgan, Reminiscences; 157· 
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Kinston, cilsembarked in the afternoon and established cam:p south o:t the 

Neuse R1 ver. From Kinston the regiments took pa.rt 1.n an armed re-

coonaissance against Nev Bern. Some :firing took place, but the 

llth Virginia was not engaged. The units remained near Nev Bern. 

The last days of March, 18631 :round the Virginians performing picket 

duty and patrols.ll 

On April. 4, back at Kinston, Kemper's Brigade received orders 

to return to Virginia. The men boarded another train and traveled 

via Goldsboro and Weldon to Franklln Station, Va. After five days' 

rest at .Frankl.in, the regiments marched to Su:ff ol.k1 where they engaged 

in skirmishes with Federal troops occupying that town. The Confederate 

solcilers decided that their mission at Suffol.k was to pin down the 

Uni on :fore es while other Southern troops gathered supplies. At the 

same time, the Un:l.on Arat:f at the Potomac began to move; the Virginians 

reasoned that they were keeping the Northerners at Suf:fol.k from 

joining Gen. Joseph Hooker.12 

On May 31 the llth Virginia withdrew t'rom the outskirts at 

Su:ff'olk and.1 in a series o:t hard, hot and punishing hikes, moved to 

Join Gen. Lee. On May 91 the troops passed through Petersburg before 

ll Morgan, Reminiscences-, 157-58. See also Beeve, "Reminiscences." 

12 Morgan, Reminiscences, 159-60; .Reeve, "Reminiscences." 
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proceeding to Tq1orsv1lle, in Hanover County, where thq vent into 

camp. 

On June 8, Kemper•s Brigade again was cm the move. After a week's 

delay in Cu.1peper, the Virginians donned light marching packs am., 
carrying three daya' rations, started north. By June 24, at 

Winchester, the so1diers 1earned of their destination. On the f'ollaw-

1ng day, they crossed the Potomac and headed for Pennsy1van1a. On 

June 26, acting as rear guard, Pickett's D1Yision sett1ed in the 

Chambersburg area. Lee had lllOY'ed the me.1n army east toward B'Arrisburg 

and York. John Doo1ey, nov a lie\ttenant, :tound the Pennq1vanians 

to be su11en peop1e. In his diary he expressed shock that, up 

North, well-dressed girls sometimes went baref'ooted.l.3 

The llth Virginia busied itself' destro,ying the ra11road facilities 

at Chambersburg until the night of~ 11 vhen Gen. John D. Imboden'& 

cavalry took the rear guard. At 2 a. m. on July 2, Pickett's D1Tis1on 

began a forced night march toward Gettysburg, where a batt1e had begun. 

The route was rough and covered twenty-three milesJ yet, nnl1ke 

Maryland a year earlier, the men were in superb shape, well dis-

ciplined and UDder comp1ete controi.14 Hal.ting at 2 p. m.., the hot 

13 Doo1ey, Jahn Doo1ey, 95-98. See also Reeve, "ReminiscencesJ" 
Loehr, lst Virginia, 34=j5. Official Records, XXVII, pt. 31 10911 
contains the official itinerar.y f'or June 15-Jul.:7 24, 1863._ Corae's 
Brigade o:f' Pickett's Division did not go to PeDDSy1vania. 

14 Dooley' I John -Doo1Y:, 97 • 



and parched Virg:l.nians bivouacked near a stooe bridge three miles vest 

of Gettysburg on the Cashtown turnpike. Camion rumbling at Gettysburg 

warned the so1diers that the previous day' a battle still cootinued at 

an intense rate. In their smal..l forest camp to the right or the 

turnpike, Virginians tensed in anticipation o:t the canmand that would 

send them into combat. Genera1 Pickett rode ahead and learned that 

his troops were not needed and that he shoul.d rest them.15 Grad~ 

the men relaxed, prepared their evening meal and stretched out to 

sleep. 

Bef'ore dawn on July 3, 1863, Pickett moved his brigades onto 

the Gettysburg fie1d. Kemper•s regiments led the march; Gen. Richard 

B. Garnett's Brigade followed, with Gen. Lewis A. Armistead'• Brigade 

in the rear. !I.he Division n\lJDbered. 4,481 ri:tlemen as it crossed 

the f1e1ds and moved. southeasterq thraigb a val.J.ey to the Con:f'ederat• 

lines on Seminary Ridge. i'he men halted in the rays of the rising 

sun, loaded their weapons and underwent inspection. The hill ahead 

of them--Sem:l.nary Bidge--ccm.cealed. their formation :f'rc:m enemy eyes. 

Inspection cc:mpleted1 the men nervous~ awaited. the next order. 

15 Walter Harrison, P1"Ckett·111 Men-:- -A ~-of· war il111:t;& . 
(Bev York, 1870), 87-88. Harrison vu a~ PlCkett•s statt. 
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Bright and clear weather promised another hot dey.16 The id1e Virginians 

f'ound that they were situated in an orchard, and within a short time . 

regiments were pelting each other w1 th green apples. The mock battle 

stopped as orders arrived sending the regiments beyond the crest of 

Seminary Ridge to a fence, which they dismantled. The orders c()Dl!l!&Dded 

Pickett to have his force lle down in battle f'oma.tion at this new 

position. An artillery barrage was scheduled, after which he was to 

assau1t the Federal. lines, about hal.t a m:Ue away.17 The bluecoated 

intantry were visible behind their artillery on another rise paralleling 

the Confederate line. Fifteen men from each regiment moved ahead as 

skirmishers. Kemper•s Brigade took the right :flank positi0111 with 

Garnett to his lef't. Armistead, planning to move to Garnett's left 

once the assault got underway, formed in the rear because of' the 

limited division front. By 1 a. m., the Virginians, now in :full view 

or the enemy, took their places and ~ down.18 Despite two days 

or bitter fighting, the battle.field remained relatively calm. A 

North Carolina Brigade under Cadmus M. Wilcox formed on Kemper• s 

right; Henry Beth's Division, commanded b7 James J. Pettigrew, stood 

to Garnett's l.ef't. The attack plan cal1eQ. f'or Wilcox, Pettigrew aD1 

16 Ra.rrisan, Pickett's Men, 901 93· 

17 Dooley, John· Dooley, 101-03. 

18 llarriscm, Pickett·•s Men, 90-91. See al.so Loehr, lat· Vi-rg1nia1 33. 



Gen. Issac Trimble (leading Pender's Division} to charge behind 

Pickett, then pass through Pickett's Division and attack the eneDq" 

secondary line.19 In :front of Kemper, an artillery battery stood 

ready to fire. The llth Virginia's post was on the right f'lank of 

Pickett's Division.20 

At 10 a. m., Charles M. Blackford. was seated at Longstreet's 

headquarters writing to his wife., Susan. "As I write under the shade 

of a tree, a terrible ca.rmonwUng is going on. Gen. LCllgstreet is 

a little to Dq" right, avaiting orders. This will be a great day in 

history." While Blackford coul.d not see vel1 enough to understand 

what was occurring, he supposed that "our lines under the cannonading 

are preparing to charge." At that point he broke off his letter.21 

By this time the sun had begun to bother the Virginians lying 

in the fields. They began viggl1ng toward trees, seeking shade. 

The heavy artillery fire reported. by Blackf'ord. did not concentrate 

upon Pickett's men. 

At l p. m., a single signal gun opened a new artillery bombard-

19 Harrison, Pickett's Men, 91. 

20 SHSP XXXII (1904), 189, contains a report o:f' the battle by 
Ca.pt. ~Holmes Smith of Co. a. Smith was senior captain in the 
Regiment and, al.though wounded, became regimental commander bet'ore 
the end of tho day. Hereafter cited as Smith, "Gettysburg." 

21 :aJ.ackf'ord, Letters, 188. 
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ment. Federal cannon, massed. in the objective area of Pickett's Division, 

answered the challenge. Many Virginians fell victim to cannon fire 

during the two-hour battle of the big guns. ~eir exposed position 

placed them in the impact area or alJ. rounds which overshot the 

Confederate batteries in.the :forefront of Pickett's infantrymen. 

Under what was by then a boiling sun, the soldiers cringed in the 

open field as Federal. :fire raked the :f'orward cannon and the infantry 

line. Company G lost 10 men killed or wounded in the artil1ery duel. 

Other units suffered proportionate.cy-. 

Near 3 p. m., men noticed perceptible slackening in the Union 

cannon fire. As the bombardment slowed, Gen. Pickett rode to each 

Brigade and passed orders to move out. "Remember Old Virgin1a1" he 

excl.aimed as he departea..22 

As the order reached the reclining men, they began rising to 

their feet. Many were shocked. to see the number ot soldiers still 

on their stomachs: some casua1ties ar artillery f'ire, some suf'tering 

sunstrokes, ot)lers simply too scared to stand..23 In the stillness 

following the deafening cannon f'ire, the Virginians dressed ranks and 

22 SHSP, XXXIV (1906), 328-331, is the account by Col. Joseph c. 
Mayo, who led the 3rd. Va. o£ Kemper•s Brigade. Mayo va.a captured. in 
the charge. 

23 Dooley, John Dooley, 105. Dooley was wCWlded. an4 captured. 1D 
this engagement. 



checked weapons, then started forward s1owly without the customary 
24 cheering. 

The gray line marched the f'irst 300 yards in silence. The 

sti11ed Federal cannon hesitated, then boomed into :f'u1l voice. Gaps 

tore into the moving soldiers; men 1ost step as they shit'ted positions 

to maintain a straight and solid rank. Union :tire f'rom Round Top on 

the Conf ed.erate right ripped holes in the f'lanks a£ the advancing 

line. 

At midfield, confusion increased. The objective area assigned to 

Pickett's men lay to their lef't. The :Brigade, dressing to the lef't, 

marched in an oblique toward the enemy. This maneuver forced the 

uni ts on the right to walk almost parallel to the Federal line. In 

so doing, they came under extremely heavy fire. The llth Virginia, 

as the Regiment :furthermost to the right, took many casualties. Otey 

fell; Maj. J. R. Hutter, :formerly ot Com.pan;y ll, took command and 

continued the charge. The route led into a valley between the two 

lines, then upward toward the Federal positions. ID the valley a 

fence broke the lines. Men lost precious time in climbing and re-

forming on the other side. The enem;r artiller,y raked the Virginiau 

24 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Captain Reeve was wounded, )"et 
returned to the Southern lines. 
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as they attempted to per.form. the difficult oblique maneuver under fire. 

The llth Regiment colors fell several. t:l.rnes before.Adj. lI. v. Rarris 

himsel:f' took them. 

As the Confederate formation neared the Union lines, bluecoa.ted 

infantrymen opened :fire. As though it were a signal, the Virginians 

screamed the Rebel Yell and broke into a run. Thirty yards from the 

first line of the Union cannon, the Regiment stopped, fired its 

muskets and dashed for the guns. The Southerners overran the first 

line, drove the enemy back and captured several priswers and 

artillery pieces. The llth Virginia hit the Federal line, not at the 

stone wall., but a spot where the breastworks were ma.de of logs 

placed before trenches. The Regiment streamed into the abandoned 

enemy pits. Major Hutter disappeared, the victim of' musketry; John 

Holmes Smith, captain of Company G and senior company commander, 

took charge. Smith estimated that 300 men of the llth Regiment had 

reached the Union line. 

Elated at hie. Regiment's success, Smith turned to watch the 

Conf'~erate reinforcements coming to hit the deeper Federal. reserves. 

Except for the dead Slld. wounded of Pickett's force, the fiel.d behind 

him was empty. Smith hurriedly sent a courier back to Seminary Ridge 

to report his success and ask :f'or support while he (Smith) prepared 



his battered troops to repel. the inevitabl.e counterattack. 

The huddled Virginians waited twenty minutes and prayed for 

assistance that never arrived. Captain Robert w. Douthat of Company F 

crouched with Smith. He attempted to plan a next move whil.e tending 

the regimental commander's l.eg wound. A Federal. column had formed 

and was bearing down on the isolated Virginians. Douthat began 

:firing any muskets he could l.ocate. With the enell\Y counteraasault 

seventy-five yards away, Smith informed Douthat of his decision to 

retreat. "It's time to get away from here," Douthat shouted to the 

remnants of the Regiment. All began running to the rear.25 

The l.ong journey back to Seminary Ridge proved more costly than 

the attack. Federal artillery and infantry, under no other attack, 

moved into range and concentrated their fire on the fleeing Con-

federates. Men lost d;1rection and scattered to all points leading 

to their own lines. Once within their lines, most men assembled in 

the area behind Seminary Ridge where they had halted at daybreak--

that morning a lifetime ago. In shocked littl.e groups, they asked 

about :friends, reto1d their experiences and repeatedly inquired why 

they had. not received support. General. Pickett rode among the men 

25 Smith, "Gettysburg," 190-93· 
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and ta1ked to various groups. Lee appeared and told Pickett vhere to 

place his Division in order to be ready for the expected counterattack. 

"General Lee," Pickett said sadly, "I have no division nOW"." 

Lee 1ooked around thoughtfU.l..l.y at the broken ranks. "Come, 

Genera1 Pickett," he stated, "this has been m:y fight and upon m:y 

shoulders rests the blame. The men and officers of your command have 

v:ritten the name of Virginia as high today as it has ever been written 

before. n26 

Lee turned to Gen. Kemper, being carried f'rom the f'ie1d1 and 

asked Kemper how he f'e1t. In vhat he thought was his dying wish, 

the Brigade canmander begged Lee to "do f'u11 justice to this division 

f'or its vork today." Lee gave bis promise. 27 

The beaten and dejected men began to count members. Behind 

Seminary :Ridge, some 300-4oo men remained of the 4,500 who bad formed 

at dawn. 28 Along the entire line, Virginians were vandering about 

aimlessly--haviDg missed the division area in the blind stampede~ 

So many vounded had gone to seek aid that the division hospital 

station vas f1ooded.29 The official casualty figures told a sad 

26 SHSB_ XXXI (1903), 234. Robert Bright, a member of' Pickett's sta:f:f, 
acted as aison to Kemper's Brigade during the charge. 

27 Ibid:. 

28 Loehr, 1st- Virginia, 36-37. Sergeant Loehr was a skirmisher 
of the l.st Va. He survived the charge unscathed. 

29 Reeve, "Reminiscences." Reeve, slightly vounded.1 took a deep drink 
ot whiskey an~ set out for the hospital. in Cashtown. 



tale: Pickett's Division suffered 1,366 losses; Kemper's Brigade, 

466 casual.ties. Within the Brigade, the 11th Virginia lost 12 killed 

and <y( wounded. Only the 24th Regiment, with 1.28 casualties, exceeded 

the 11th IS to11.30 

On July 4, the remnants of Pickett's Division refo:rmed for 

duty. General Lee, having decided to withdraw, assigned Pickett 

provost guard duty over 6,500 Union prisoners captured in the 

Pennsylvania campaign. The Division, hurt by the non-combat assign-

ment, nevertheless escorted its charges to WiJ.liamsport, where the 

Federals were delivered to Gen. Imboden's cavalry.3l On July 101 

the Virginians crossed the Potomac in a driving rain a.Di beaded for 

the Shenandoah Valley. On July 201 after driving Federal pickets 

out of Chester Gap, the Virginians crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains 

and arrived f'ive days later at Culpeper. Tw'o weeks later, the men 

vent into summer camp at Mountain Run.32 

30 Official Records, XXVII, pt. 21 329-34. c. M. Blackford visited 
the lltb Va. following its retreat and stated that the "Home Guard" 
(Co. G) lost 6 killed and 5 wounded. Blackford, Letters, 188. 

31 Loehr, lst· Virginia1 39. See also B.arrison, Pickett-• s· Men, lo6; 
Reeve, "Reminiscences." 

32 Reeve, "Reminiscences." 



CHAPrER VII 

A HORSE FOR -COLOI<.-r.EL TERRY 

Gettysburg exacted a :fearf'ul toll.1 It required many weeks of 

summer camp to rebuil.d the llth Virginia. Conscripts arrived whil.e 

a new training programvas underway. Men who were sick or wounded 1n 

Pennsyl.vania began to return to the rallks. With units filled, 

commanders drill.ed at company level. to build toward regimental 

maneuvers. In late summer, the whole a.rrrry conducted several reviews. 

Col.umns ot regiments, brigades and divisions were drawn up in large 

open fiel.ds for inspection by General Lee.2 

The Pennsylvania campaign had depleted the officer corps. Men 

moved up to fill gaps in the commissioned ranks. To replace the 

wounded Kemper, Col. William :Richard Terry shifted over from the 

24th Virginia. Within the llth Virginia, lieutenants became company 

commanders and filled vacancies resulting from injury or capture 

during Pickett's Charge. captain Robert W. Douthat, who had aided 

l. Reeve, "Reminiscences." Reeve felt that "our Division never re-
covered from the blow we received here. 11 

2 Morgan, Reminiscences, 170. 

99 
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John H. Smith at Gettysburg's "high water mark," served as command-

ing officer of the regiment while awaiting Kirkwood otey's return.3 

The opposing armies spent a reasonably quiet summer camping on 

opposite sides of the Rapid.an River. Toward autumn, Lee moved behind 

the Rappahannock so that, by October l, the llth Virginia had returned 

to the area near Taylorsville in Hanover County. 

Changes took pl.ace in the higher ranks. From Taylorsville, 

Gen. Longstreet departed for Tennessee with the divisions of John 

B. Hood and La.:f'ayette McLaws. George E. Pickett became commanding 

general. of the District of North Ca.ro1ina1 which extended from the 

Cape Fear River in north Carolina to the Blackwater River in 

Virginia.4 Pickett's Brigades were assigned to various organi-

zations. In October, Kemper's Brigade (the name would grad~ 

change), under Co1. Terry, was assigned to Gen. Arnold Elzey•s 

Department of Ricbmond.5 

Summer ca.mp gradually changed into winter quarters as the days 

3 Off'icial- Records, XXIX, pt. 2, 783. Late in the war, the 
Confederate government ma.de provision for the retirement of officers 
permanently disabled. Until that time, many of:f'icers continued to be 
carried on the roll.a of their regiment long a.:ftcr they bad become un:f'1t 
for duty. Thus, Col. Funsten, Lt. Col. Langhorne and Majs. Clements 
and Hutter filled the senior ranks of the llth Va., despite their 
permanent disabilities. Otey and Capt. Smith recovered :from their 
wounds and returned to duty; Hutter would later rejoin the Regiment. 

4 Harrison, Pickett-•s Men, 110. 

5 Officia.J:Reco:rd.s, XXIX, pt. 21 783. 
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shortened and the nights became col.der. Some members of the 11th 

Virginia began work on l.og cabins--"dog houses," they cal1ed them--

whil.e others rein:f'orced their canvas tents and cut chimney hol.es in 

the roofs.6 Except for two short marches to Richmond, the men 

remained near Tayl.orsville, drilling, guard.irig the railroad bridges, 

and standing picket a.t the fords of the North .Anna River.7 

On January 8, 1864, the llth Virginia Infantry Regiment was again 

on the move. From Taylorsville, the men traveled by ra.il.road to 

Wel.don, N. c. After three days' stay, they continued the trip and on 

January 14 arrived at Goldsboro, where they camped on their l.863 

campground. 8 F.dward c. :Sarnes wrote bane that the railroad journey 

had been "a delightful little trip" in that the weather remained 

beautU'u1 while everyone seemed happy and ate well.9 

At daybreak on January 30 the drum roll roused the Virginians 

from their blankets and alerted. them to a march. !I.'he men knew only 

6 Morgan, Remini-scences-, 173. 

7 Reeve, "Reminiscences." 

8 Ibid·. 

9 :Ed.ward c. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 91 J.864, :Barnes MSS. 
Ned Barnes was the younger brother of Charles :Sarnes, who tell from 
his train. Ned, a member of Co. G, 11th Va., vas assigned to duty a• 
a clerk in :Brigade Headquarters. 
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that they were moving out. Rumors of different destinaticns end 

purposes--~oraging, reconnaissance or attack--swept the camp. New 

Bern presented :1.tsel:f as the most likely objective. By the time the 

march was underway, the consensus agreed that since they carried f'our 

days' rations, a "reconnaissance in force" was being mounted against 

New Bern. 

Terry's Brigade, two additional infantry brigades, assisted by 

artillery and cavalry--all under Gen. Seth M. Barton--marched for 

two days. Rising at l a. m. on February 1, the men reached by 

daybreak a point within :five miles of New Bern, where, in the 

inevitable cornfield, they prepared for battle.10 General Pickett, 

with an additional. force ot three infantry brigades, supported by 

artillery and cavalry, had embarked to approach the town from 

another direction. 

The llth Virginia remained in battle position all day, withait 

seeiIJg a:n:y action. Private Ned L~""'lles, sleepiD.g sound.ly, awakened 

after midnight to hear the word pass that the Brigade would attack 

New Bern at daybreak.. The awakening occurred at 3 a. m. Barnes 

noted, yet he "did not sleep anymore."ll 

10 Edward c. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 91 1864, Barnes MSS. 

11 Ibid. 
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Februa...-y 2 dawnc-d with no attack. T'.ne Virginians waited through-

out the day and., on February 3, began a withdrawal. To the soldiers 

of the 11th Regiment, the absence of battle validated. their supposition 
l2 concerning a reconnaissance in force. 

The units returned to camp at Kinston but remained there only 

two days. During that time, Gen. Pickett court-martialed and carried 

out the execution of several North Carolina soldiers his force had 

captured near New Bern. The condemned men were Confederate absentees 

who had joined a Union regiment, the 2nd Loyal North Ca.rol.ina. The 

Confederate deserters, caught in blue uniforms, were identified by 

gra.ycla.d. soldiers with whom they had previously served.13 

On February 5, the Regiment traveled to Goldsboro to their old 

camp grounds. At this camp another execution took place. The 

convicted man, a. deserter from the 7th Virginia, was tied blind-

:f'old.ed :to a stake with the Brigade cL.-awn up on three sides enclosing 

the man. Two men from each company of the 7th Regiment formed the 

firing squad, which stood in two ranks. The squad had turned muskets 

over to the regimental ordnance sergeant. The firearms were returned, 

half' of them loaded with balls and half carrying powder onJ.y. The band 

12 Edward C. (Ned) Barnes to mother, Feb. 9, 1864, Barnes 11'.iSS. 

13 Harrison, Pic-kett-•s- Men, 113. See also Loehr, lat-Virginia, 41. 
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played the Dea.th ?I.arch before the chaplain spoke briefly to the condemned 

man and stepped aside. On com.mand, the squad fired and riddled the 

man with a half-dozen bullets. When the smoke cleared, the dead man 
. 14 

hung helplessly :from the stake. 

Two days later, aJ..l units hiked into Kinston, where they remained 

for the rest of the month. Boarding trains on March 4, the regiments 

moved by way of Goldsboro to Wilmington, N. c., where, on V.arch 51 

they embarked on ships which took them to the mouth of the Cape Fear 

River. At Smithville, opposite Fort Fisher, the llth Regiment 

established camp. For the greater part of ?-'..arch, the men lived at 

the seashore. T'.o.ey watched blockade nmners maneuver, assisted 

Confederate shore batteries to fire at Federal blockade ships, and 

enjoyed their unusual assignment. T'ne camp menu took a decided change 

for the better, as men abandoned salt port to enjoy O'JSters, crabs 

and other fresh sea delicacies. "We could have stayed all war," 

observed Sgt. Loehr.15 The Virginians did manage to remain until 

l'..a.rch 24, when they marched into Smithfield, reboarded a ship, 

returned to Wilm1ngton and, in ten inches of snow, mounted a train 

14 Loehr, 1st Virginia, 41-42. Morgan, RcminLscences, 157, reported 
similar executions at Goldsboro in Mu·., 1Sb3. 'l'ne reports appear to be 
so much alike that this writer believes Morgan missed the date by one 
year, since Loehr claimed the execution to be the first in the Brigade. 

15 Loehr, 1st Virginia:, 42. See al.so unidentified soldier to cousin, 
Mar. 11, 1864, oakey Papers, Duke University; Morgan, Reminiscences, 179· 
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:for their Goldsboro c.:i.up. A week la-(;c:::r, a th:rco-day m.:"'..rch took the 

assumed com'"'"+<...nd as Pickt:rtt :...~et urned -'.;o his headqU&-ters. 

Ou April J.5, undcl4 Hoke, Terr/' s Brigade was pa.rt of a force 

that began another wa:rch. By April 17, the force was investing the 

town or Plymouth, which, held by a Fed.c:...~a.l f'orce, 1.ay on the south 

side ~ the Roanoke R1vor bcf ore it enters /~nemarle Sound. T'ue 

tmm, an important Lnion suppJ..y depot, depended upon severaJ. surround-

1:ng forts for protection. Ter17 1 s regiment deployed again.st Fort 

Grey, about two and one-ha.li' miles upriver from Plymouth. In their 

initial moves on April 17, the VirginiBLs received fire from Federal 

gunboats pa.trolling tb.e Roanoke River. Despite this fire, and some 

musketry fxom the Fort, the Vil·ginia.na suffered no casualties. 

On A:pri.l 18, Col. Otey ordered. Ccwpanics G and C to move as 

skirmishers a.3ainst~ the u:p:..."iver fort. Capte.i:u Morgan o:f Company C 

led the advance. The Federal strong point lay on a sliglit knoll 

sm."rou.nded by a swa.rr.p. Morga..J.' s orders required that he n:.ove through 

the swamp before dawn and deploy his companies so that their sharp-

shooting wouJ.d ~orce the Federal artille~n to keep their heads 

down, thus pe:r-.rlt·iiir1g Conf'edera.te caunons to deatroy the redoubt. 
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In the darkness, ~~organ's men began wading into the swamp. First 

1.ight f'ound the Virginians on dry land beyond the mire. The Virginians 

easily pushed back the Federal pickets at swamp's edge and advanced 

within musket range. The Confederates were still 4oo yards short 01" 

the breastworks when Federal cannon opened on Morgan's ranks. On the 

sillooth, gently s.lopillg ground, the skirmishers could find no shelter; 

yet they f'ell to the ground in their positions, while hoping the 

Confederate artillerJ would ease their dilemma by diverting the fire. 

On this occasion, the Southern guns failed. Their shells overshot 

the stronghold or exploded harmlessly in the air. Morgan held out as 

long as he could bef'ore ordering a withdrawal. He lost six killed 

plus "many" wou:ndea.16 

The llth Virginia .rema.ined upriver :t"rom Plymouth all day and held 

the area west of the town. On April 19, Terry's Brigade--without the 

llth Regiment--joined Gens. Hoke and. Matt w. Ransom in an assault upon 

the east (or downriver) :flank of' Plymouth. The first attacks failed 

but, on April 20, the eastern forts fell as the Southcrll force moved 

upriver into Plymouth. Driving south from town, the Conf'\:;clera.tes 

:forced the surrender of tha central :fort. ill :fighting ceased with 

this surrender, and the llth Virginia occupied Fort Grey.17 

16 Morgan, Rcm.i:::.iscences, 180- 84. See also i;ed Barnes to Charles 
Barnes / Apr. 30, ld04, Barnes MSS. 

17 Ibid;. 
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In his el.ation, Gen. Hoke perm.i tted the victorious gra.ycoats 

to plunder the Federal stores. The men enjoyed an orgy of :foods 

not seen in years. Private Judson Davidson o-r Company A :found fruit 

preserves and apple butter. "We had a veey good time after fighting 

so long," be wrote heme, and be signed his letter "yrur living son."18 

Private Holland saw men re-outfitting themselves with clothes.19 

Con:federate soldiers emptied their haversacks to refill them with 

f ood.s and new clothes. Large mirrors were smashed to provide small 

shaving mirrors tor soldiers who had just gained possession of 

razors.2° Colonel Terry appropriated a new horse which served him 

until the Battle of Five Forks.21. The men were satisfied that they 

bad fought a brilliant campaign, which they proudly credited to 

Gen. Hoke.22 

Following Plymouth, the llth Virginia drew provost duty and 

marched 2,500 Federal prisoners to Tarboro. The Virginians, happy 

18 "Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud David.son," Lynchburg News, 
Oct. 25, 1959· 

19 Holl.and, "Recollections," Jan. 24, 1960. 

20 Loehr, lst Virginia, 44. 

21 Holland, "Recollections," Jan. 24, 1960. · 

22 Reeve, "Reminiscences." The c. s. Congress approved a joint 
resolution of thanks to Gen. Hoke tor his "brilliant victory." 
Officiai Records, XXXIII, 305. 
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and confident, enjoyed an opportunity to chat with their charges. 

As the dD.y progressed, the well-dressed prisone1-s began to divest 

themselves of their overcoats. By agreement within prisoner ranks, 

each man who abandoned bis coat rendered it useless before he dropped 

it in the road. The Federal troops ripped sleeves, cut sections away 

and tore linings free. This procedure provoked the Southern troops, 

most o:f who;n had no winter clothes. Tney complained to Col.. Terry, 

who notified a.11 prisoners that it' he leru."'Iled of another destroyed 

garment, he would strip all Federal overcoats fran the captured men. 

The destruction ceased.23 

At Tarboro, the 11th Virginia dellvoxed its captives and then 

rejoined Hoke as he moved against Washington, N. c. On April 25, 

Washington f cll when Federal troops evacuated. the ta;m before Hoke' s 

arrival. Hoke next advanced upon New Bern and, by .Y'iay 2, was 

preparing :for another assault on that town. B~i'ore he could proceed, 

Hoke received orders to abandon his ca.mp a:o.d return bis force to 

Virginia. On. May 6, with the llth Virginia acting as rear gu&.:rd, 

the Conf'edera.te troops again retired :f'rom New l3ern without a decisive 

fight.24 

23 HoJJand, "Recollections," Ja.n. 24, 1960. 

24 Morgan, Reminiscences, 191·92· 



c:::r.,;.,..'-'TER VIII 

11 SEOVED TO TEE FRONT" 

Robert E. Lee 's summons to the troops in Uorth Carolina was no 

false aJ...a..-m. As the llth Regimemt prepared to attack New Bern, Gen. 

u. s. Grant crossed the Rapid.an and moved south. The battle of the 

Wilderness had ended when Hake's force began its return to Kinston. 

On May 9, as Grant moved toward Spotsylvania, the Virginians boarded 

railroad cars for thei-r jou...-ney north to their native state. The 

trip ended 011 the morning of .May 10 at Jarrett's Station south Of 

Petersburg. With a railroad bridge and tracks destroyad, 'the train 

could not proceed farther. However, the Virginians disembarked, 

marched eleven miles to Stony Creek, boarded another train and con-

tinued toward Petersburg. C:o. arrival, the soldiers rec6ived a hearty 

welcome from the citizens and were fed by the town's women "as best 

they could."1 

While traveling north, Terry's Brigade pass'-~ into the command 

of .V..a.j. Gen. Robert Ransom, Jr., who, in turn, reported to Gen. 

Pierre G. T. B~a.uregard. 2 Kirkwocxl otoy cor.mded th~ llth Virginia.. 

l Loohr, 1st Virginia, 45. See also Morgan, Ecminiscences·, 193. 

2 O!'ficial Records, m, pt. 2, 207-10, 1004, 1016. Robert 
Ransom was the younger brother ot V.att P.ansom, whose brigade worked 
with Terry's at Plymouth. 
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Departing Du.nl.opts on May ll, the Virginians marched toward. Richmond. 

and. bivouacked that night in battle f'ormation at Port Walthall Junction 

along the turnpike. The next morning they continued their march in 

a drenching rain and. reached the "Halfway House." The rain masked 

a surprise attack that hit the column's flank and rear. Major Gen. 

Benjamin F. Butler had moved his Union Army of the Jam.es f'rom the 

Bermuda Hundred area and threatened Richmond. Terry's men received 

fire :from Federal patrols in advance of' Butler's main force. 'llie 

Virginians formed f'or battle, dispersed the bluecoats and proceeded 

toward their destination. 

A:fter dark on May 121 the soldiers trudged pa.st Drewry' s Bluff' 

and camped at Brock Rock race course. For tha next two days / the 

Virginians countermarched through the Drewry•s Bluff' lines, "showing 

the flag" to create an impression of' well-manned trenches.3 

On May 151 as ordllance sergeants issued the llth Virginia soldiers 

an extra. ammunition allowance, Col. otey summoned his company com-

manders. He briefed his captain on the attack near Petersburg by 

::Butl.er and of' Gen. Beauregard's pl.an. Beauregard. ordered the 

Southern troops to start at dusk that evening tor their attack jump-off 

positions, to sleep in those positions and, at dawn the next morning, 

3 Reeve, "Reminiscences. 11 See also Loehr, lst' Virginia:, 46; 
Morgan, Reminiscences, 193-95· 
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to advance; iLto battl;;. 

T'.a.e Virginians moved to a. point near Drewry' s Bluff / at the extrem 

left of the Confederate lines. Once in position, the men lay down 

in a thick pine forest and tried to sleep.4 Their line, near Kingsland 

Creek, faced east to where Ben Butler had moved from Bermuda Rund.rod. 

General Archibald Gracie's Alabama. Brigade was on the lett of Ransom's 

Division, and William G. Lewis's North Cal·olina. troops were on the 

right. Fifty yards behind Gracie e.nd Lewis, in a second. line, lay 

the brigades of Terry and Birkett D. Fry.5 

T'J.le advance began at 4: 45 a. m. amidst a dense fog that reduced 

visibility to fifteen yards. Immediate skirmish contact began as 

Gracie's troops, ahead of Terry' a Brigade, disappeared into the fog. 

The skirmish fire grew into general musketry, with artillery soon 

joining the CCXilbat.6 Terry's Brigade deployed in a line that placed 

the 24th Virginia on the right with the llth, lat and 7th Regiments 

ex'1;end1ng toward the left. Shortly after the battle began, Gracie 

called for help. An officer from his command approached. the 24th 

Virginia line and shouted: "Hurry up, boys, they are tearing ua all to 

4 Mor0an, Reminiscences, 196. Capt&in Moi~gan was surprised that 
Otey would r~veaJ. Beauregard's plan. Apparently com:pa.Dy colllllla.nders 
were not nonial.ly privy to such in:f'orn-.a.tion. See al.ao Loehr, lst 
Virp.nic:, 46. -

5 Official Records, XXXVI, pt. 2, 212. 

6 ~· See also Loehr, 1st Virginia, 46; Morgan, f\c;nin.iscences, 196. 
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pieces."7 

Soldiers from the .Alabama uni ts began streaming back through 

the second line :formed by the Virginians. Gracie appeared and 

attempted to ral.ly his men. Turning to Terry, Gracie requested 

immediate assistance. "General. Terry, send me a regiment down 

there to take the place of' one of mine that has run away." Terry 

ordered the 24th and llth Regiments to move forward.8 

In following Gracie's initial. advance, the Virginia regiments 

had reached the crest of a. hill. The ensuing charge at double time 

began downhill with a wild rebel yell. The rush carried the 

regiments to the foot of the rise, where they came under severe 

fire from enemy breastworks barely discernible in the smoke and fog. 

The Virginians sought cover and.1 knee.ling or standing, returned the 

fire. The battle waged hot for about an hour. 9 

Suddenly there occurred a perceptible slackening of Federal 

fire. The command rang out to cease fire. Sending his other two 

regiments in a flanking attack, Terry had forced the surrender of the 

1 SHSP, XXXVII (1909), 179-83, contains a summary of the llth Va. 
at Drewry's Bluff by John w. Sumpter. The editor's introduction 
identified Sumpter as a captain in Co. G. T'nis writer feels Sumpter, 
a resident of Christiansburg, may have been in Co. F, which came 
:from Montgomery County. See al.so Loehr, 1st-Virginia;, 47. 

8 Morgan, Reminiscences, 198-200. 

9 Ibid., 200-01. Modern readers unfamiliar with black powder can-
not appreciate the amount of smoke caused by musket :f'iro. 
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surrounded Federal troops. An entire brigade bad been captured, 

incl.ud.ing its commanding generai.10 

Terry's victorious soldiers spent the rest of the morning 

collecting prisoners and booty. On their right, the battle con-

tinued to rage, yet all effective resistance had ended in Ransom's 

area. The Federal prisoners were marched to a landing near Drewry's 

Blu:f"1" for transfer by boat to Libby Prison. Battle sounds indicated 

that the Confederate attack had achieved impressive success along 
11 the entire line. Also impressive was the cost. The llth Virginia 

lost 15 killed and 94 wounded in the one-hour battle.12 Kirkwood 

Otey sut'fered a permanently disabling wound.13 

Until the fol1ow1ng day, the Virginians held their position in 

the woods they had captured. On May 17, in pursuit of the retreating 

Federal force, they reached Howell House. The next two days were 

spent near Clay House. On the afternoon at May 19, Terry's Brigade 

left for Richmond. On May 20 the Capital City roared a tremendous 

10 V.organ, Reminiscences, 201-03. For a description of the f1anking 
attack, see Reeve, "Reminiscences;" Loohr, let Virginia, 47-48. 

ll Morgan, Reminiscences, 203-05. Both Morgan and Loehr f'elt that 
the soldiers were robbed of total victory because Gen. William H. · c. 
Whitillg had fallen victim to an overindulgence in llquor. See Loehr, 
lat Virginia, 48. 

l2 Ibid. 

13 "201 File for Kirkwood Otey," V. M. I. 
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welcome as the Brigade, proudly carrying the Union :t.J.ags captured at 
14 Drewry's Blu:tt, marched through the city. 

The Virginians could not stay to enjoy the fruits ot their 

victory. Grant continued to hammer at Lee's army, which needed 

aid. Delivering their captured trophies to the Confederate War 

Department, Terry's Brigade hurried to the train station to join 

Robert E. Lee.15 

At the Broad Street Station, men scrambled aboard Richmond, 

Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad flatcars with little semblance 

o:t order. When the cars were crowded w1 th men, the train departed, 

leaving those remaining to catch another train. The first train 

contained mostly soldiers from the 7th Virginia, as well as seven 

companies of the llth Regiment, totaling perhaps 450 men. As bad 

happened during the Seven Pines battle, the 1st Virginia had taken 

advantage of their proximity to home to slip out ot formation. 

Major George F. Norton ot the 1st Virginia, senior officer aboard the 

train, commanded very few ot his owu troops. Departing Richmond about 

2 p. m., the train arrived at 9 p. m. at Mil:tord Station in Caroline 

14 Morgan, :Reminiscences, 2o6. See ·also Loehr, let Virginia;, 49. 

15 Morgan, :Reminiscences, 2o6. See also SHSP XXVI (1898), 1101 
which is an account of Mill'ord Station by Sgt~hr. Herea:tter cited 
as Loehr, "Ydlford Station." Official: Records, XXXVI1 pt. 31 1991 
contains Terry's orders to join Lee. 

l6 Loehr, "Milford Station." Cos. G, D and K did not catch the 
first train. See Lynchburg Virginian, May 26, 1864. 
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County. The soldiers disembarked, cooked supper and settled down for 

the night.16 

Early on May 21, Confederate cavalry pickets reported advancing 

Federal horsemen in what appeared to be a mounted raid toward the 

Milford Station complex. Major Norton deployed his forces in an 

ef'f'ort to stop the foray. The llth Virginia's oanp&Dies he1d a 

reserve position in the deployment. 

The initial Union force moved up a hill north of the railroad 

station across the Mattaponi River. From an uphill position, the 

Federal troops began firing at a range of about 600 yards. Norton 

turned to Capt. Robert M. Mitchell, senior officer of' the llth 

Virginia, and ordered him to "take that hill and bold it at all. 

hazard." Mitchell formed his companies, crossed the railroad. bridge 

and, moving up the hill, drove back the enem;y without an exchange 

of fire. 

Atop the bill, Mitchell's men, while preparing for a counter-

attack, sought to evaluate the Federal s:trength. They were dumb-

founded to discover ·that they bad driven back skirmishers, not a 

cavalry force. From their vantage point, the Virginians looked dOWD 

on thousands of bluecoated cavalrymen surrounding their position. 

Warned by their pickets, the Federal cavalr,y dismounted for an 

infantry assault against Mitchell's force. A batt1e of' less than an 

hour ensued. The men of the 11th Regiment fought Indian style. frcn 

behind trees. »y the time the company camuanders had Judged their 
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position untenable and had ordered a retreat, the Federal force was 

too strong to permit an organized breakthrough. Some men escaped--

Capt. Mitchell, for one--but the remainder surrendered 'When the 

Federa.ls charged. Seventy-five men of the 11th Virginia became 

prisoners of war.17 As they traveled to imprisonment, the men 

f'ound some com:f'ort in the conviction that their sacrif'ice may have 

given Lee time to reach Hanover and to prepare for the battle of 

Cold Harbor.18 

Those troops of Terry's Brigade who missed the f'irst train 

were not involved in the Milf'ord Station battle. Their train 

traveled to Hanover Junction, about twelve miles south of' the 

battle site. At Hanov~r, Gen. Pickett again took command. Upon 

arrival in the area of' Lee's army, Pickett's Division was "shoved 

to the front," to contest Grant's crossing of the North Anna River.19 

On May 23, Pickett moved toward Andersonville. The llth Virginia 

remained near Andersonville until May 28, when it marched to Hanover. 

There, when the wagon train finally caught up, the men ate their first 

17 Morgan, Reminiscences, 209-12. Morgan was captured at Mil.ford 
Station and confined in Old Capital Prison. General A. T. A. Torbert' s 
report listed 6 officers and 66 enlisted prisoners, at which all but 
one were from the 11th Va. Official Records, XXXVI, pt. 3, 48-50. 
See also Loehr, "Milf'ord Station." 

18 Morgan, Reminiscences, 216. See also Loehr, lst Virginia, 50; 
Harrison, Pickett's Men, 127• 

19 Loehr, 1st, Vizpnia1 51; Harrison, Pickett's Men, 128. 
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hot meal in days. On May 301 the Virginians moved into f'ront line 

trenches to the northwest of Cold Harbor and deployed pickets. 

On June 11 Federal forces launched a heavy attack to the right 

of Pickett's poai ti on. The fighting on the right continued for two 

days without seriously affecting the Virginians, who manned their 

trenches in expectation of combat.20 

The battle of Cold Harbor ended as Grant again moved east and 

south, leaving Pickett's Division without having participated in the 

action except for skirmishes and patrols. Pickett, with the remnants 

of the llth Virginia within his ranks, followed the Uniai arm;y 

to the banks of the James River. Fording via a pontoon bridge, the 

pursuit continued across the James. Heavy firing took-place, but 
21 again Terry's Brigade was not involved. 

On June 171 south of the James, Pickett's men proceeded along 

the :Richmond-Petersburg turnpike. Approaching a wooded stretch ot 

road near Wa1thal1 Junction, the column was surprised to receive 

fire on its flank. The musketry came from a system of old trenches 

20 Loehr, lst Virginia, 51; Harrison, Pickett's Men, 128. See also 
Reeve, "Reminiscences. 11 

21 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See a1so Loehr, lst Virf>inia, 52. SHSP, 
VII (1879), 503-121 is the official diary at Gen. Anderson's Corps for 
the period June l-Oct. 18, 1864. The movements from June 1 unt11 
Pickett was detached (June 18, 1864) are moat usetul. 
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erected by Beauregard, but abandoned by him when his troops moved 

south to defend Petersburg. Federal soldiers of Gen. Ben Butler 

had filed into the old Con1"ederate trenches and executed the ambush. 

Pickett ordered his brigades to change formation and charge the 

Federal force. The Virginians moved swiftly and captured the first 

line of trenches before dark.22 

The Southern troops held the first trench line until well into 

the next day. Near 4 p. m. on June 18, after exchanging fire all '. 

day, the Confederates rushed the Federal lines and. drove the blueclad 

soldiers 1'ran all the old works near the Clay House. The assau1t was 

an overwhelming success, despite a belated order fran Gen. Lee 

cancelling the attack as being potentially too dangerous. Lee 

followed up the victor,y with a letter warmly praising Pickett's 

Division for its excel1ent attack. In addition, the army commander 

ordered Pickett to remain in the area of bis victory so as to hold 

Butler at b~. As a resu1t1 the llth Virginia occupied. a position 

facing Bermuda Hundred for the rest of the summer.23 

22 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Harrison, Pickett's Men, 129-30; 
Loehr, lat Virginia, 52-53· 

23 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Harrism, Pickett's· Men, 130; 
Johnstm, Confederate Boy;, 272. 



SOLDJERS TO THE END 

The Bermuda Rund.red li.D.es quickly became a quiet backwash as 

the tide of battle swept south and battered Petersburg. ElemeDts 

of' Pickett's DiTision shii'ted continuous]¥, yet remained withlll the 

area from Drewry's Bluf':t' to Swift Creek, north of Petersburg.1 The 

llth Virginia spent its time improving trenches and standing picket 

to insure that the Federal Army o:t' the James did Dot move :rraa 

the area between the James and Appomattox Rivera. 

In late June, recognizillg the excellent capability of William B. 

Terry, the Con:t'ederate high comand praaoted him. to brigadier aad 

gave him ot'f'1c1&1 command or hia brigade.2 Terrr•a Brigade had 

suf'f'ered heav,y casualties si.Jlce leaving North. Carolina. The llth 

Virginia lost several compuies at M11:t'ord statiOD 1a additiOll to 

several killed and in.1ured ill the DreW17'• Bluff and ci.ay Rouae 

battl.es. The lst VirgiDia was so small--battaliOD aize--that it 

required only one field otticer.3 The report for ~ G at the 

l Johnston, Confederate Bo;y, 272. See al.ao Barri.am, Pi·ckett•a· 
Men, 131. 

2 Ot:f'icial Records, XL, pt. 21 694. 

3 Blacktord1 Memoirs- ·of ·Life, II, 254. 
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llth Regiment listed only l otticer and 23 men present for duty. John 

H. Smith commanded. the Regiment.4 His troops soon acclimated. them.ae1vea 

to the easy life and established a camp ccnplete with log cabiDB1 

flOW'er-bordered. walks and grass lawns.5 

On August 16, the lst1 11th and 19th Regiments moved north of 

the James, into the area near Cha:fin's Farm, and entered a series of 

lines held by the RichmoDd Militia. The de;y following their arrival.1 

Gen. Lee inspected the new deployment. Lee voiced bis confidence 

when he learned who held the liDes. "All right, I k».ow these men, 

·and they will do their duty. "6 

The next day, relieving Ambrose R. Wright's Georgians, the 

Virginians occupied trenches near Fussell's Mills, where they spent 

the day digging and the night standiJJg guard--&ll in the rain. 

The dawn ot August 19 revealed Federal pickets nat far ahead. 

To the amazement of the militia forces 1 the Virginians 1mmediatsly 

4 Strength return for Co. G, 11th Virginia Records. See also 
Official Records, XLII, pt. 21 1168. This writer couJ.d not ascertain 
seniority among captains within the lltb Va., but :feels that Robert 
M. Mitchell's date of rank to be Apr. 26, 1862 (date of his election), 

- while J. H. Smith and Robert Douthat's captaincies dated from May 23, 
1862 (date of Otey's promotion), and~ 311 1862 (date of Fowlkes' 
death), respectively. When Mitchell vu wounded at Miltord Station, 
Smith assumed command. 

5 Blackford, Mcmoirs·of· Life, II, 254. 

6 Loehr, lst- -Virgini-a-, 53· 
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set out to meet their enemies. "Don't fire," they shouted, "we're 

Pickett's Divisioc., " as if' to inf'er that 8JJ.Y shooting wou1d lead. to 

disaster. They then established meeting poiDta to exch8llge nevs-

papers, coffee and tobacco. The friendships were ahart-lived, 

however, as on August 20.the three regiments again retumed to the 

Bermuda Hundred lines.7 

Deserticms began to plague the Southern ranks. Oil September 51 

a :Federal report listed a man from the llth Virginia as having 

"come over" to the Northern lines. 8 Oil October 18, a soldier of 

the 7th Virginia was executed behiDd the Brigade quarters. Sergeant 

Loehr reported that "all six bal.ls had gone throu.gh the center of 

his breast and entered the stake to which he was tied, cutting the 

stake in ..half. n9 One member ot Compa.i::ay G canplained that the maJlY' 

deserticms--some by "excellent sol.diers"--bad. seriously impaired the 

Regiment's combat efficiency. The unit was so reduced by absences 

and sickness that men had to stand picket duty every third night aa 

well as hold.the trenches betwee:a picket tours. !lhis same Compmq G 

7 Loehr, lat Virginia1 53.54. 

8 Officia.l Records, XI.II, pt. 2, 699. 

9 Loehr, lat Virginia; 54. 



soldier noted one acquaintance listed in the newspaper as "captured" 

and scorned that "it vas as plain a case ot desertion aa a.nyane ever 

saw." He had chased an escapee the previous night while on picket 

duty. The idea of capturing a messmate for execution did not set 

well, yet the capture could mean a furlough for the picket. The 

soldier's letter reflected the ambivalence of his feelings as he 

wrote: "I don't want to catch them, but I vill do it for a furlough, 

if' I can."10 

The Bermuda Hundred lines offered many opportunities for 

opposing soldiers to fraternize. Such meetings proceeded pleasantly 

until late November, 1864, when a Negro regiment moved into the 

Federal lines opposite the Virgillians. The trading and fraterni-

zation ceased immediately; sniping continued until the enemy 

commanders replaced the black troopa.11 

As winter deepened, Terry's Brigade moved to the extreme left 

of the Conf'ederate lines near Howlett House where, cm January 22, 

1865, the men witnessed an unsuccessful. assault upon Richmmd by 

Federal gunboats •12 

lO Unidentified soldier to cousin, Oct. 10, 1864, Thomas F. Kelley 
Papers, Duke University. Tm letter is headed "C&mp ot Co. G, llth Va.," 
and is signed "Samuel." 

ll Loehr, 1st Virginia-, 54. For an insight into the Confederate 
soldier's.view Of bfuk troops, see Holland, "Recollecticms," Ju. 24, 
1960. 

l2 Ibid. 
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By this time, the soldiers were feeling the effect of food short-

agee. The normal 1864 ration, which had been "one-quarter pound rancid 

bacon plus a little meal," now shrunk to a fraction of that amount.13 

Yet tho Lynchburg Soldiers' Relief Society :functioned stead.1~ as 

James B. Tilden continued his trips to the lines with gif'ts f'ran 

Lynchburg families.14 Food had becane expensive at home and on the 

war.front. In January, 1865, a small loaf of bread cost two dollars.15 

Du.ring the winter many new and old faces appeared in the llth 

Regiment ranks. Captain Mitchell returned to take command of the 

Regimentj ca:iscripts filled out depleted caupanies so that Pickett'• 

Division at four brigades (those of Corse, George :a:. Steuart, Eppa 

Hunton and Terry) had a total strength of 6,372 men.16 

Desertions continued, however. One escapee reported to his 

Union captors ,that the officers in Terry's Brigade were holding 

meetings in which they forced the men to vote tor continuing the 

struggle. The deserter claimed that, with his officers watching, he 

could vote only for war.17 

13 Warf'ield, Memoirs, 202-03. 

14 Lynchburg Virginian, Dec. 111 1864. 

15 Johnston, Confederate- Boy, 301. 

l6 Official Rccwds-, XLII, pt. 31 1362; XLVI, pt. 2, 11801 1268. 

17 ~., XLVI, pt. 21 2991 581; pt. 31 1332. 
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Despite amiable relations with Federal troops opposite them, the 

Virginians did experience SCllle dangers. John Conley of the llth 

Virginia lost a leg fran a shell explosion. He bad been using the 

missile as an "and-iron" in his cabin.18 

As 'Winter rel.axed its hold on Virginia, Pickett's Division again 

shi:fted position. On March 51 Gen. William. Ma.hone's Divisiai filed 

into the Bermuda Hundred line 1n relief of Pickett's troops. The 

Virginians maved toward Chester Station in a two-day downpour of raiD. 

On March 8, the entire Division passed in a Grand Review; the f ollaw-

ing day, the men began a series of driving hikes intended to meet 

and repul.se a cavalry raid by Gen. Philip n. Sheridan. The marches 

were fruitless as Sheridan turned east before reaching Richmond. 

This attempt to catch and fight mounted men exhausted the Virginians. 

:By March 18, Pickett bad returned to the Richmond lines.19 

The Brigade broke camp near Nine Mile Road oo March 25 and 

marched to Ricbmood, where it boarded trains to Dunlop's station. 

The men remained there until March 291 when they crossed the 

App,omattox River by pontoon bridge and boarded a traixi cm the South-

l.8 Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 31, l.865. 

l.9 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Harrison, Pickett·•s Men, 131; 
Loehr, l.st Virginia:, 57-58; Johnston, Confederate Boy, 305. 



125 

side Railroad for SutherJ.and Station. The battles about Petersburg 

were moving to a climax. Lee ordered Pickett to the Conf'ederate right 

flank.20 

With rain constantly falling, the Virginians disembarked at the 

station and marched aver Butcher's Run to the extreme right of Lee's 

lines. The streams were :flooded, the roads almost impassable, when, 

at daylight on March 301 the llth Virginia arrived at its destination.21 

General. Steuart was in temporary command of Pickett's Division; Lt. 

Col. J. R. Butter, released by the Northern authoriti~s, had returned 

to assume command of the llth Virginia.22 . Although the soldiers 

experienced occasional brushes with Federal skirmishers in the rain, 

no serious engagements occurred.23 

General. Lee rode to his right flank and outlined his plan for 

Pickett's troops. Be ordered Pickett to lead an attack that would 

drive across Chamberlayne's Creek toward Dinwiddie Court Bouse. 

Pickett would be reinforced by the brigades at William B. Wall.ace 

20 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Loehr, 1st.·Virginia1 58; 
Harrison, Pickett's Men, 135. 

21 Harrison, Pickett·• s Men, 135. 

22 Butter credited Sen. Simon Cameron of Pa. as having "influenced" 
his exchange, which occurred Jan. 27, 1865. See letter of J. R. Butter 
to Superintendent, V. M. I., Nov. 171 19031 1D "201 File for J. Bisque 
Hutter," V. M. I. 

23 Johnston, Con:f'ederate Bgr, 309. 
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and Matt w. Ransom. General Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry troops were to 

lend Pickett additional strength. Other units along the Conf'ederate 

line to the east would make coordinated attacks.24 Terry's Brigade 

moved to the assault jump-off point, a road junctiai cal.led Five Forks. 

By sunset on March 30, the men were prepared end ready to go.25 

March 31 dawned clear and beautiful. The men of the 11th 

Virginia rose in good spirits after the rai.n.26 Terry's Brigade 

led the march along the road to Dinwiddie Court House. The 24th 

Virginia headed the marching column with the 11th Regiment in second 

place. As the columns approached Chamberlayne' s Creek, a cavalry 

picket rode back to report that the stream crossing was bel.d by the 

enemy. Hal.ting his brigade, Te!TY ordered the 24th Virginia to 

disperse the bluecoa.ts. Hutter, commanding the 11th Regiment, 

received orders to hold back any Confederate force that might confuse 

the battle by entering the area, and to be prepared to go to the aid 

ot tho advance regiment.27 

24 Harrison, Pickett-•s· Men, 135-36. 

25 Johnston, Con:f'ederate Boy, 309-10. 

26 SHSP, XXXV (1907), 357-62, is Rutter's account of the engagements 
tor Mar. 31 and Apr. l, 1865. Hereafter cited as Hutter, "Five Forks." 

27 Ibid. Hutter identified the stream as HUtcher's Run, but it appears 
more likely to have been Cbamberlayne's Creek. See Barriaon, Pi-ckett-1tr 
Men, 137· 
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.As the 24th Regiment moved into battle, Hutter took his post short 

of the stream. Very shortly thereafter, a courier informed the colone1 

that he shou1d hurry across the ford to assist Terry's forces. Order-

ing his companies to start entering the stream, Hutter rode ahead to 

Gen. Terry for specific instructions. Terry directed Hutter to bring 

his troops across in column, then to march by the right f'l.ank into an 

attack against the woods lining the west side of the road. The 11th 

Virginia filed south across the stream, each man pivoting to the 

right and charging into the woods. The Federal :forces o:ff'ered little 

resistance and withdrew, leaving seventeen horses. Hutter heard that 

Gen. Terry had lost his mount and of'f'ered his commander a new horse--

only to learn that Terry had broken a leg when his horse fell.28 

Colonel Joseph Mayo of the 3rd Virginia took ccmmand of the Brigade. 

Mayo ordered the Virginians to continue in pursuit. The chase 

lasted until. dark. At Dinwiddie Court House the Confederates hal.ted 

until midnight, when orders arrived tor the Virginians to return to 

Five Forks over a dif'ferent route. The men reached their destination 

after dawn, then began erecting breastworks at the road junction. Lee 

directed Pickett to hol.d the Five Forks junction at al.l costs in order 

to prevent Federal. seizure of the Southside :Railroad., three miles to 

28 Hutter, "Five Forks." See also Official -Records;, XI.VI, pt. 3, 
1371. 
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the north.29 

Pickett stationed his force facing south aloDg White Oak Road, 

which ran west to east. Terry's Brigade held the position to the 

right of the fork, with Corse's Brigade on its right and Steuart's on 

its left. V~tt Ransan's troops vere behind Steuart. The men felled 

trees and dug trenches so that by noon, April l, they had thrown up 

hasty, yet substantial, breastworks. JS:! this time, they bad been 

without sleep for forty hours.30 

The noise o:t battle sounded in the cast to the left or the llth 

Virginia. "All sorts or rumors were afloat" regard.i:ag the firing, 

Hutter observea..31 Pickett was not present, and the brigade com-

manders were reluctant to move independently without their division 

commander's approval. Hutter sent Company B forward as Brigade 

pickets while the Virginians attempted to sleep. Tbe tiring ai the 

le:f't grew louder. In a short while, musketry began in the wood.a 

where Company B had its outposts. Hutter rode forward from the 

breastworks to check on his company. When a messenger reported all 

to be well, he returned to the lines. Yet the picket firillg suddenl.1' 

29 Harrison, Pickett-' s- Men, 138; Rutter, "Five Forks." 

30 Hutter, "Five Forks." 

31~. 
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accelerated to a climax, then became still. A soldier from Company :B 

dashed back to the line and informed al1 that his unit had been 

captured. 

At about the same time, Col. lfayo ordered the 11th Virginia to 

move by the left flank to reiilforce Ransom's forces, which were being 

driven back. Butter marched his Regiment a quarter-mile eastward 

and reported to Ransom. T".ae North C•.rolinian pointed north to the 

Confederate rear and directed Hutter to meot a F<Jd.eral attack which 

was threatening to engulf' the gray l:i.ne. The Virginians mOV'ed north-

ward only to find a great Federal torce advancing upon them. Hutter 

sent three couriers to the brigade commanders to warn of' the danger 

to their rear, then moved forward into battle. 

The regimental attack bogged dmin almost immediately as the 

Federal line extended beyond both Confederate flanks. Completely 

surrOllnded, Butter attempted to disengage but was unable to fight 

free, although one company managed to escape. As he backed toward 

the Confederate lines, Hutter became aware that Union cavalry had 

cut between bis force and the remainder o:r Pickett's Division. Just 

released from a lJorthern prison, Hutter had no te.ste for another 

capture. He mounted his horse and attempted to escape. When he 

realized it was uselc·:is1 he rode back to his colors and ordered his 

men to surrender. The great body ot the llth Virginia tell into 



Northern hands. "We had. f'ought our last battle," Hutter stated.32 

Despite a wound, Pvt. Jud Davidson managed to eBca.pe. .As he 

lay in the middle of a road, a Federal cavalry unit bore down upon 

him. .An officer riding a.t the head of the column. halted the horsemen 

and ordered scmeone to lift Davidson to the side of the road. Propped 

against a tree, Davidson asked the name of his savior. 

"Ifover mind, Johnny Reb, 11 the off'icer shouted, "just do the 

same :for a Yank in trouble. 11 

The cavalry galloped on.33 

During the night of April 1 1 remnants of Pickett's Division re-

organi 7.':::d near the Southside Rail.road. Early the next morning, the 

men me, ed west along the Appomattox River &JK\. reached A.-n.elia Court 

House, where they pa' iec~ briefly a.t night:f'a::;l before heading toward 

Farmville. On Apr1.-: 4, the Virginians joined Gen. Richard S. Ewell's 

retreating command. By April 51 the weary, hungry, stumbling men 

halted near Sayler'o Creek.34 T"ney had eaten nothing but parched 

corn for two days. Their animals bad received less. All had been 

32 Hutter, "F:1.vo Fo:rka." The only caoualty figures available show 
that Co. G lost 3 killec'.; 3 wounded and 17 captured. in this fight. 
See Bla.cki'ord, A..·1naJ..s, lll. 

33 "Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud Davidson," Lynchburg Ncr;rs;, 
Oct. 25, 1959· 

34 Reeve, "Reminiscences." See also Job».ston, Confederate- BQYJ 
323-25. 
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without r _eep .:~'1d ;.;_1der ns~ant harra.ssmont and fire, as th<l relentless 

On April 6, at .~a.y .. ·'s Creek, Pickett :fought. a rear guard 

action to perm.it Lee's c;:,cape. The ta.ak was hopeless, yet the 

Confederate forces held out until nightf&ll vhe.-i, surrounc"lod and cut 

off, outnumbered and overwhelmed, hungry and vorn, they surrendered.35 

Even then, some men managed to :f'ight their way clear. Private 

Holla.nd of Company G had been a:wa:y f:rcai the main force tm·aging tor 

Pickett's animals. Re returned. to learn that his Regiment had been 

'Wiped out.36 Hollal:ld., plus 27 men al'.ld 1 officer, were the total. 

strength o:f the unit when it surrendered at Appomattox.37 The llth 

In:tantry Regiment, Virginia Volunteers, was no more. 

35 T'ne only available casualty fiaures for SayJ<.:r's Creek lists 1 
killed, 5 c"q:rcurod (inc1udi:ug Capt. J. H. SUl.ith) in Co. G. See 
Black.ford, Annals, 111. 

36 Holland, "Reco.llections, 11 Feb. 7, 1960. 

37 £:-q;:':f'J A'V (1887), 5-6, 70, 87, ia the parole list. One o:f':f'1cer, 
Lt. L. Hofsinger o:t Co. D, was paroled. or the men, 6 were from Co. c, 
5 from E, 4 each from K am. B, 3 :from G, 2 :f'rom F 8lld. I, and l from 
D. 



EPILOGUE 

Thia study, in depth, of a Civil War unit is a mere one regiment 

wide. It is, therefore, difficult to evaluate the history of the 

llth Virginia Regiment. Much of what could be added would be obvious 

platitudes or insignif'icances. Yet, some vs.lid facts do emerge. 

The men of' the 1.l..th ReginF;nt did ·~at fight tor slavery or to 

protect the "Southern way of lite." Tueir actions stemmed from a 

fear that :Torthern fw.iatics--personified by John Brown--were bent 

on exterminating them. The issue vas not preservation, but exist-

ence. The fact that the Virginians fought so fiercely may well be 

that they conaidered themselves literally fighting for their lives. 

The Southerner was : ;ore of an outdoors man, more familiar 

with the field and rifle than his enelllY. Yet 1 he was also a loner 

who had difficulty a.dapting to the conditions of crowded ranks. 

:V.edical reports list an unusually high incidence of diseases and 

deaths. 

Scholarly Samuel GarlaDd was not too schoolish tor his command. 

Before his death at :Boonsboro, he was one ot the most promising 
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brigadiers in the Confederacy. Yet his total "military" experience 

was that provided by the Virginia Militru:y Institute. 

This institution provided the llth Virginia with most of its senior 

officers. It would appear that V. M. I. served the Confederate State 

of Virginia i"ully as well--if not better--tha.n West Point served e:ay' 

single Northern state. 

The men of the 11th Regiment were human. They straggled, looted, 

damned their officers and ignored orders whenever the opportunity 

arose. They were also soldiers. When they def'ended, as at Blackburn• s 

Ford, they held well. When they charged with reasonab1e support, as 

at Williamsburg and Second Manassas, they were irresistible. In 

the surprise encounter, as at Dranesville, they held their. am. When 

they failed, as they did at Frayser's Farm, Antiet8Jl11 Gettysburg and 

Five Forks, it was because of overwhelming odd.a. 

The llth Virginia Regiment enjoyed a good reputation among its 

sister regiments. This writer found no criticism directed against 

its ranks. Indeed, the men of the 11th Regiment felt that they had 

per.formed well. They brought that feeling home when they returued 

from the war. Today, llO years following the formation of the ''Rome 

Guard," Lynchburg knows and boasts of its Regiment. 

Therefore, the inexperienced student attempting to write an 

epitaph for the lltb Virginia may well be undertakillg the impossib1e. 



One •nan within the ranks has already done better than this writer. 

To the question of why they fought and how they saw themselves, 

Capt. Morgan observed: 

The Eleventh ••• won an envi;:,hle r,;putation, it was 
well o:f:f'icered, well drilled ar: :. not excelled by a;-ry 
regiment in the First Brigade • • • this brigade was 
not surpassed by a:ny division i.n Lon ~3trect's Corps; 
Longstreet's Corps was equal to .:ny <·:;rps in the Army 
of Northern Virginia, and the world r ·:ver saw a. better 
army than the A:rm:f' o-r Northern Virgi11 :..a.l 

1 Morgan, Remini~cences, 49. 



BIBLIOORAPHICAL ESSAY 

In considering this essay, the reader is asked to keep three 

points in mind. First, the nature of study in the f'ie.ld of unit 

histories is such that no vriter can cl.aim to produce a conc.lusive 

bib.liography for a Virginia Civi.l War regiment. Each history .lies 

in constant danger of obsolescence because ot the rich trove of 

unreveal.ed .letters, diaries and material. sti.l.l stored in attics 

or f'am.1.ly scrapbooks. This writer can c.laim on.ly that he investi-

gated al1 .logical. sources re.lative to the llth Virginia. 

Second.ly, the viewpoint the writer attempted was that of a 

microview--an infantryman's view--of the Civi.l War. Hence, he 

approached the vast library ot Civil War books with the intent of 

appraising ~ those volumes that aff'ected the llth Virginia 

Regiment. 

Thirdl.y, when the writer could find no llth Regiment source 

to describe the movement or status of the Virginians, he chose 

extant material. on sister regiments. The inherent danger exists 

that, in a 31 000-man brigade, each regiment might fight an entirely 

different engagement spread over a comp.lex batt.lef'ie.ld. The danger 

135 



l.essens as, at Antietam for instance, 350 men constituted the Brigade. 

The writer attempted to insure that the action described did affect 

the 11th Virginia. 

Manuscripts 

The most vital. manuscript collection for the 11th Virginia is 

the Confederate Records in the Virginia State Archives in Richmond. 

Company and regiment strength returns, payrolls, sick reports end 

descriptive muster rolls all provided basic material. for this study. 

Three diaries proved to be most helpfuJ. in the first hal.f of 

this paper. William M. Black.ford bad been the editor of a 

Lynchburg newspaper before the war. ot :five sons in the Confederate 

Army, one served in the llth Virginia. Blackford helped form the 

"Home Guard," visited his sons at camp and confided his views in a 

diary that is now deposited at the University of Virginia. 

Robert G. H. Kean, a prominent Izynchburg citizen, al.so assisted. 

in the creation of the "Home Guard" and later rose to become head 

of the Confederate Bureau of War. His diary, spann:lng the period 

directly following First Manassas until. the spring of l.862, provides 

excellent insights into camp life and personal. feelings. Kean's 

diary is al.so at the University of' Virginia. 
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The Smith-Pickett Diary is actually two series of entries: 

those o:f William Randolph Smith :from his arrival., in 1861, at 

Manassas until his death at Frayser's Farm; and those of George S. 

Pickett :from the period :following Antietam until the winter :follow-

ing Fredericksburg. The Pickett entries are particularly inform-

ative for weather and menus. Smith and Pickett were in Company F 

of the 17th Virginia. The Smith-Pickett diary is at the University 

of Virginia. 

Charles F. Barnes' letters tell o:f picket duty and camp life 

during the period before Blackburn's Ford. His brother, FA.ward 

c. Barnes, joined Company G and wrote three outstanding J.etters 

describing the private•s reaction to Pickett's Charge, the deploy-

ment against New Bern and the investment of Plymouth. The Barnes 

Family Manuscripts are at the University of Virginia. 

Richard B. Buck wrote about twenty-:fi ve letters between March, 

1861, and March, 1862. The typescript of those letters is at the 

University of Virginia. 

The Frankl.in Papers in the Virginia Historical Society contain 

an excellent letter describing the engagement at Dranesville. 

At the Perkins Librar.r of Duke University, the John Oakey 

Papers and the Thomas F. Kelley Papers contain a series ot letters 



:from an unidentified member of Company G, llth Virginia. The :f'ew 

1etters inc1ude reports of camp J.i:f'e and picket duty following 

Seven Pines and Fredericksburg, as well as Smithfield, N. c., and 

Bermuda Hundred camps. 

James Lawson Kemper commanded the brigade to which the llth 

Regiment belonged. Kemper's papers are at the University of' Virginia 

but contain very little material bearing on his regiments. 

The Virginia Military Institute maintains a series of "201 

Files" of its former students. The f'iles contain much biographical 

inf'ormation, as well as some letters :from alumni regarding their 

wartime activities. Samuel Garl.and, Kirkwood Otey, J. R. Hutter, 

Eusebius Fowlkes, James E. Blankenship, Carter H. Harrison and 

John c. Ward all attended v. M. I. 

FA.ward. Payson Reeve wrote a memoir of' his service in tho lst 

Virginia. His typewritten "Civil War Reminiscences of' Captain 

FA.ward Payson Reeve, 1861-1865" is an excellent source and is 

in the Southern Historical Collection of' the University ot North 

Carolina. 

Two general typescript histories make minor reference to the 

llth Virginia. "Lynchburg's Petit Military Argosy" by F.d.l.ey 

C:raighill (Lynchburg, 1939), identifies and describes the military 
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units of' that city from militia units in the time o:f Bacon's Rebellion 

to World War I. It makes mere mention o:f the 11th Regiment. J. T. 

Oa.k.ey's "The Story of 01.d cynchburg College," prepared for Lynchburg's 

Sesqui-Centennial. in 1936, re:fers briefly to Capt. Blankenship's 

"Lynchburg Rifles" of the 11th Virginia. 

Primary Sources 

The basic published source f'or any history of' the Civil War ia 

the U. S. War Dept • (comp. ) , War of the Rebellion: A Compilation 

of the O:f'ficial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies 

(Washington, 1880-1901), 128 vols. The O:f'ficial. Records are subJect 

to error and exaggeration, yet are indispensable to sny study ot 

Civil War military history. 

Three other, excellent studies throw light on the 11th Virginia. 

William H. Morgan, Personal Reminiscences- of the War -ot 1861-5 

(Lynchburg, 1911), tells the Regiment's story through the eyes ot 

the commanding officer of Company c. At times understandably 

emotional, at other times ref'l.ecting its late publication, Morgan's 

book nevertheless gives an intimate picture of the men and events ot 

the 11th Regiment. 

William Preston Holland served in Company G f'rom the Iqnchburg 

departure until Appomattox. His memoirs, "Recollections ot a Private," 
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ran serial.l.y in the Lynchburg ~ from November l, 1959, through 

February 7, 1960. When he could not recal.J. a battle or event, 

Holland indicated so; yet when he did recount an incident, it was 

told with a truthful freshness. Holland was present at JllaDY' battl.ea 

which William Morgan missed. 

The I.ynchburg Daily Virginian wa.s published throughout the var. 

Space declined as the ~ continued, and the newspaper carried less 

and less ma.teria1 on the llth Regiment. DuriDg the first years, 

however, many stories of the Regiment appeared. Battle reports gave 

the names and extent of wounds for the companies of the Regiment. 

The Blackford family {previously mentioned) provided several 

books containing glimpses of the llth Regiment. Susan Leigh 

Blackford compiled much of the family war letters in Memoirs of Life 

In and Out of the Army in Virgin-is. During the· War Between The States· 

(2 vols., Lynchburg, 1894) 1 which had a very limited distribution. 

The letters were reduced to one volume and republished as Letters 

From Lee's .Army {New York, 1947). William w. Blackford, War Years 

With Jeb Stuart (New York, 1945) 1 and Launcelot M. Blackford, Mine 

Eyes Have Seen The Glory (Cambridge, 1945), relate visits by the 

BJ.ackf'ord brothers to llth Regiment camps. Charles M. Blackford, Jr. 

headed a committee which wrote the Annals· of the Lynchburg Home Guard 

(Ipchburg, 1891), an account ot Co~ a. ~e anonymous Record ot· 
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the Lynchburg Home Guard (Lynchburg, 1877), may have been written 

by members of' the same group. 

"Road Home Was Rough for Pvt. Jud Davidson" appeared in the 

Lynchburg ~ on October 251 19591 and is a delightful letter f'rom 

Davidson telling of the fall. of Plymouth, N. c., e.nd of Davidson's 

privations in the retreat from Petersburg during 1865. 

In the absence of primary sources from w1 thin the llth Regiment 1 

the writer used material :from men in sister regiments. Outstanding 

in this area was Alexander Hunter, Johnny Reb and BiJ.l;r Yank (New 

York, 1905). Hunter, a private in the 17th Regiment drew a vivid 

portrait of' the men, events and scenery that :filled the war years. 

Char.lea T. Loehr, War History of the Old First Virginia Infantry 

Regiment, A:rmy of Northern Virginia (Richmond, .l884), is a short 

but excellent unit history. Next in value was John Dooley, John 

Dooley, Confederate Soldier;- His War Journal (Washington, 1945), 

edited by Joseph T. Durkin. Dooley was with the 1st Virginia trom 

Antietam until Gettysburg. Dooley was both perceptive and expressive. 

The 17th Virginia received additional. coverage by George Wise, 

History of the Seventeenth Virginia Infantry, CSA (Baltimore, 1870), 

and Edgar Wartield, A Co:n:f'ederate Soldier's Memoirs (Richmond, 1936)~ 

Both authors served from the formation of their companies; their books 

a.re excellent sources f Gr the period until just prior to Fredericksburg. 

Wise's book is by far the better as Warfield wrote late 1.D life and 
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used long quotes from both Wise and the Official Records. 

Another sister regiment, the 7th Virginia, is treated by David 

E. Johnston, The Story of a Confederate Boy in The Civil War (~ortland.1 

Ore., 1914). Douglas s. Freeman spoke well of the book, yet this 

writer found Hunter, Wise and Loehr to be far more useful. 

Beyond the brigade's regiments, few books proved of great 

va1ue. waiter Harrison, Pickett 's Men:· · A Fragment of War Histor;r 

(New York, 1870) / contained a solid account of the movements of 

Pickett's Division by its Adjutant General. Robert V. Johnson and 

C. C. Buel (eds.), Battles and Leaders at· the Civil War ( 4 vols. 1 

New York, 1884-1887), gave insights into the battle of South Mountain 

and the retreat to Appomattox. 

The Southern Historical Society Papers provided exce1lent 

accounts of specific actions, written by the men who were ilJY'olved. 

Without additional comment, the following articles are cited as 

worthy of reading by anyone interested in the 11th Regiment: 

Robert A. Bright, "Pickett's Charge, fl XXXI (l.903). 
B. D. Fry, "Pettigrew's Charge at Gettysburg," VII (1879). 
J. R. Hutter, "The Eleventh at Five Forks," XXXV (1907). 
Alexander Hunter, "Battle of .Antietam," XXXI (1903). 
c. F. James, "The Battle of Sailor's Creek," XXIV (1896). 
Charles T. Loehr, "The First Virginia In:f'antry in the 

Peninsula Campaign," XXI (1893). 
· "The ' Old First' Virginia at Gettys bur~, fl JCCCII ( 1904) • 

---.-, "The Battle of Milford Station," XXVI (1898) • 
.... La-t""'"~---' te McLaws, "Gettysburg," VII (1879). 
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Joseph Ma.yo, "Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg, " XXXIV ( l.906) • 
John H. Smith, "The Battl.e of Gettysburg," XXXII (l.904). 
John w. Sumpter, "Fighting That Was Cl.ose by Us," XXXVII (1909). 
Issac R. Trimble, "The Battle ••• o:f Gettysburg," XXVI {1898). 
c. M. Wilcox, "Report o£ ••.• the Battle o£ Gettysburg," 

VII (1879) • 

Additional primary material contained minor re:ferences to the 

llth Regiment, yet served to validate the diaries and memoirs. Of 

those books, the following were of slight value: William M. Owen, 

In Canp and Battle With The Washington Artillery o£ New Orleans 

{Boston, 1885); James Longstreet, From Manassas To Appomattox 

(Bloomington, Ind., 1960)1 edited by James I. Robertson, Jr.; 

Jubal A. Early, War Memoirs (Bloomington, 1960)1 edited by Frank 

E. Vandiver; Alfred Roman, The Military OJ?erations- of Genera1 

Beauregard (2 vol.a., New York, l.884); and G. Moxley Sorrel, 

Recollect1:ons- of a -Confederate Staf':f' Officer {New York, 1905). 

Secondary Y.iaterial 

Douglas s. Freeman, Lee's Lieutenants; A Stud.yin Command (3 vols., 

New York, 1942-44), must top any list of references used to study 

units in the Army of Northern Virginia. Particular attention should 

be given to Freeman's excellent :footnotes and the bibliographic 

material. at the end o£ Volume III. Lew A. Wall.ace, Jr., A Guide To 

Virginia Military Organizations 1861-1865- (Richmond, 1964) is an 
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error-f'il.J.ed compilation of units, commanders, nicknames and muster 

dates for alJ. Virginia units. 

Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray; Lives of' Conf'ederate -Com-

manders (Baton Rouge, 1959), gives biographical sketches of alJ. 425 

Conf'ederate general.a. Vincent J. Esposito (ed.) 1 The West Point Atlas 

of American Wars;- Volume J:, 1669-1900 (New York, 1959), assisted this 

writer to locate the units and visualize their maneuvers. 

Charles D. Walker, Biographical Sketches of' the Graduates and 

Eleves of' the Virginia Military Institute Who Fell During The War 

between The States (Philadelphia, 1875), and the anonymous Register 

of' Former Cadets (Lexington, Va., 1957), contained helpfUl material 

concerning v. M. I. men in the 11th Regiment. The Command.ant of the 

United States Marine Corps provided a three-page biography of' Col. 

George Terrett. 

The f'ol.J.owing city and county histories give data on the llth 

Regiment but duplicate inf'orm.ation available in primary sources: 

w. Asbury Christian, Lynchburg and Its People {Lynchburg, 1967); R. H. 

Early, Can:rpbell Chronicles and Family Sketches (Lynchburg, 1927); 

Lynchburg, Va., Soldiers of' Virginia \~no Fought in Her Def'ense in the 

War Between The States 1861-1865; · Muster Rolls,· Troops of' Cavalry, 

Companies of Artillery and Companies of Inf'ant171 Organized,· ·Recruited 

or Enlisted·,· in Whole or 1n· Part,· in the City of- Lynchburg -During The 



War Between The states (Lynchburg, 1907); Oren F. Morton, A History of 

Rockbridge County, Virginia (Staunton, Va., l.920); Emily G. :Ramey and 

John K. Gott, The Years of Anguish; Fauquier County, Virginia-, l.861-

1865 (Warrenton, Va., 1965); Lynchburg Sesqui-CentenniaJ. Assoc., Inc., 

The Saga of a City; Lynchburg, Virginia, 1786-1936 (Lynchburg, 1936); 

and Rosa F. Yancey, Lynchburg and Its- iieighbors (Richmond, 1935). 

James I. Robertson, Jr., The Stonewall Brigade (Baton Rouge, 1963)1 

was the model for a scholarly approach to a Civil War socio-military 

history. 
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THE llTH VIRGINIA INFA..."'ll'RY BEG~"'l', C .S .A. 

Robert Thomas Bell 

Abstract 

This thesis is a socio-military history of a Confederate 

infantry regiment. Formed principally of Lynchburg City and 

Campbell. County men, the Regiment fought in the Civil War as 

part of Kemper's Brigade, Pickett's Division, Longstreet's Corps, 

Lee's Army of Northern Virginia. 

Through diaries, letters, memoirs and contemporary newspapers, 

the writer has traced the Regiment from its inception' as individual. 

companies formed in reaction to John Brown's Raid until its 

surrender at Appomattox. The entire effort focuses, whenever 

possible, upon the officers and men of the Regiment. Thus, 

little attention is paid to grand strategy or national politics. 

Instead, drum rolls call the Regiment into fol'lllation for marches 

to unknown fields. The men fight in battles that later give the 

fields a place in history: First V,anassas, Seven Pines, Fra.yser's 

Farm, Second Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Suffolk, Gettysburg, 

Plymouth, Drewry•s Bluff, Cold Harbor, Bermuda Hundred, Five Forks 

and Sa.yler's Creek. Even in battle, the emphasis remains on the 



Regiment. Success or failure is measured by how the men felt they had 

performed, rather than whether or not the army achieved victory. 

The final resul.t for the men of the lJ..th Virginia was defeat 

and surrender; yet, having suffered incredible ha.rd.ship and haviDg 

faced overwhelming odds, they emerged as rather heroic individuals. 

The thesis treats neither victory nor defeat, but men who gave 

their best for a cause in which they had complete faith. 
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