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AMymdwmmomnlﬂb ESEE
Through this set-up there are 10 communities and 92 neighberhoods.
Mtyﬁmmmmnhwduﬁhm”
mmuu-wm-mnqmmmmnm
failed to function.

The Professional Workers Council is made up of roproaut..—
tives of the Extension Service, Vocational Agriculture and Home
Beonomics, Soil Conservation Service, Farm Security Administra-
tion, Public Welfare Department, and Superintendent of Schools.
This Council has been very active during the year and much has
been accomplished through its efforts.

Until February 1944, the Extension and AAA Offices were
combined, however, due to the increased volume of work it: be-
came necessary that the AAA Office locate in another building.
The cooperation of these two offices has been such that it has
been pacessary to contact each other practically every day. A
great deal of extension work has been accomplished through
working with the community committees under the AAA Program.
The County Board of Agriculture was called in twice during the
year for a discussion of production goals and ways of accomplish-
ing them. Several meetings were held throughout the county teo
discuss these goaly with farmer groups.

g s The agent in cooperation with the Vecational Agriculture De-
partment, attended several meetings in various parts of the county
to discuss problems of general importance, such as livestock and
crop preduction. Considerable interest was shown by the farmers
in these discussion meetings.

Many office calls have been received during the year.

4

News articles in the local weekly paper bave contributed a
great deal to keeping the folks informed on timely agriculture
items. .

Through the full coopoﬁt.ion of all agencies we feel that
a very satisfactory job has been done on informing the publiec
along agriculture lines this year.




TYPE OF AGRICULTUKE :

The main type of agriculture is general famming, although

For several years considerable
in milk production. Slightly more than 50% of the county farmers
sell milk. The county is well covered with milk routes leading
to plants located at Christianburg, Riner and Galax, Virginia.
There is only one commercial dairy producing Grade A milk. This
enterprize was established this year and involved a eoumnbh*'“—'
outlay of money.

Vegetable production has increased a great deal during the
past 5 or 6 years. The east end of the county, which is on an
average, only about 25 miles from Roancke City, has béen pro-
- dueing vegetables for the fresh market for several years. They
have grown mainly tomatoes, beans, cabbage, and potatoes. Tweo
commercial snap bean canning factories have operated in the
county during recent years. There is also a Kraut factory, how-
ever, it was not in operation during 1944. Latil 1941 many farmers,
scattered throughout the county, produced beans and hauled thea to
the fresh market and got whatever they could for them. Prices *
sometizes varied from 35¢ to $2.75 per bushel within 2% hours. In
1941 two abondoned tomato canning factories were reopened, enlarged,
new machinery installed, and operated to full capacity. There oper-
ations have expanded each year. They contracted with growers and
created a good market for this crop. There are seven commercial
, canning factories within the county. Also many small home canning
machines can be found. mmmumm-wuzmm
for their vegetables now than before.

mcr.mlt--‘llmofboolatththmm
county and the general trend has been to use Shorthorn or Hereford
males on the few dairy type cows in the territory. Tiis trend is
gredually changing and many farmers are securing dairy type bulls.

Sheep numbers are deminishing at a very rapid rate. The dog
problem is very severe and the farmers aré fast going out of the
sheep business.

)




g The main crops grown in the county are; corn, wheat, spring
oats, a few acres of barley and rye, hay, including a few acres
~of alfalfa, besides the vegetables consisting of potatoes, snap
beans, tomatoes, w,mw.

'ﬂnm&.v'h-mumptodtognnnz,anulu t.ypo;

Through the work of the Seil Conservation District Technician,
soils maps have been prepared on 78 farms. This information has
resulted in the preparation of farmm plans, relocating crops and
“better land use.

Through the recommendation of the Extension Service, 15 or
20 farmers planted a recommended variety of hybrid cofn.  Al-
though the weather in the spring was favorable, a severe drouth
came in mid-summer and lasted until late fall. In spite of this
the hybrid corn did fairly well.  Favorable reports came in from
practically all farmers who grew it. One demonstrator shucked and
weighed his hybrid comn and as compared to his regular open pol-
lenated variety, he found that he gained 178 by weight on the ear
corn basis, however, when it was shelled and weighed he had gained
10% by weight. This increase may appear small btutin the county,
whole it would mean, perhaps, 29,000 bushels ifcrease annually
at the present prices, would be worth many thousands of dollars
fature years. Plans are already under way to have 12 hybrid
rations in 1945. Copsiderable interest is being shown in

of w‘ corn. 1

Wheat yields were exceptionally good in 1944

excellent. Nany farmers reported the best
made. The 1943 crop was very poor both in quality and yield.
a very fortunate situation in the summer of 1943,

State Experiment Station.

wheat plus a very fine season, has added a great deal to

as it demonstrated to hundreds of farmers the value of good seed of
One farmer was assisted in producing certi-




Due to the untiring efforts of the representatives of the
various agencies in the county, fertiliser dealers, etc., farmers
are now definately using better quality fertilizers on their fam
-erops. The quality of fertiliser used has been somewhat aided by -
the war, causing transportation difficulties and, more or less,
cutting out the lower analysis material. Pooper rotations and
fertilization programs have been stressed a great deal during re-
cent years., Through trial and actual demonstrations a large num-
ber of farmers have adopted a much better fertilisation program.

Alfalfas has been given a great deal of publicity and several
farmers plan to seed small acreages in 1945. According to the 1940
eensus, only 18 farmers in 1939, grew a total of 59 acres of alfal-
fa, which yielded only 97 tons or an average of 3200 pounds per acre.
With this yield and the fertilization pedgram followed, we cannot
doubt the reason for such a small actreage of alfalfa in our county.
A few farmers this year seeded alfalfa and used a fair lime and fer-
tiliger program. Twelve farmers have agreed to seed 1 acre each in
1945, and follow the recommendations of the Extension Service. One
of the Extension TVA demonstrators this year demonstrated , very
forceably, that it paid well to seed alfalfa according to recommend-
ation.

Due to the shortage of labor most farmers were forced to begin
cutting their red clover hay earlier than usual. This resulted in
a much better quality hay being produced than normally. The haying
season was unusually favorable. Generally speaking our farmers wait
from two to three weeks too long, to cut their hay, for best results.

i One hay dryer was installed this year. Assistance was given
on blueprint, plans, ete. This installation has created much in-
terest in the community and will,undoubtedly, ruulth.tunu
Mciddmnhiuiuhlldhtﬁhnm .

: s&hmfomthnmmmwuahutﬁlar-nm
some 10 to 12 new silos have been constructed. One farmer was
assisted in purchasing and constructing a portable type silo.

It is the first silo of this type ever to be tried in this section.
The results have been good and 40 additional tons of ensilage were

saved,




It is conservatively estimated that st least 50 farmers this
year, harvested red clover hay for seed, however, much of it has
not been thrashed. A small legume and grass seed thrasher has
been made available through the Soil Cogse Much
publicity and information has been given as to the seed situation
and there is a very serious need for farmers saving their own
clover seed., The results of this program have been good and it is
thought that at least 125 bushels of clover seed will be saved.

Very little barley is produced in the county. A new wvariety
of barley (wong) is being tried out and demonstrated on six farms.
The Agent secured the seed and arranged for 1 acre demonstrations
on each farm. In late fall it was looking very promising. Heports
indicate that in 1943, this variety gave good results in other parts
of the state, however, it had never been tried locally.

Pasture improvement has been one outstanding project this year.
It is conservatively estinated that 875 farmers or A4S of the county
total, used 13,700 tons of lime on 7400 acres. Of this amcunt ap-
proximately 4,000 tons were used for pasture improvement. Jliore
lime would have been used except for transportation difficulties.
It is further estimated that 480 tons of super phosphate were applied
on 3,200 acres of pasture land. During the past three years there
has been a very definate trend toward permanent pastures and pas-

. ture fertilization. The burning of broom sedge has decreased con-
siderably, however, we still have a few farmers who continue te
make their land poor by burning this crop. Very rapid progress has
been made in the past 10 years in ridding fields of broom sedge by
proper liming and fertiliszation.

‘Mr yields of fisld crops are continuously being reported
and in each case we find that better seed, fertilization, and cul-

tural practices have been used.
B. Poultry . ~,
Floyd County is more densely populated from the poultry stand-

point than any of its adjoining counties:  Most of the farm flocks

are small and received ‘rather poor atteation. >

We have about six commercial poultry producers in the county.




Mommummmmmummmm-»
m-.aumu, chickmm m.qoo.um.om«m of
eggs were produced.

During the spring the county office was called ull great
deal to furnish information and suggestions as to the quality of
chicks to purchase and give Lnfor-uon as to where they could
be secured.

In September 1944, 5 meetings were held in the county at
which tise A, L. Dean from the Poultry Department at the State
College, discussed poultry mansgement with particular emphasis
on feeding and culling. A total of 124 farm men and women at-
tended these meetings. Mr. Dean showed these folks actually
how to cull their hens. Considerable interest was shown and
good results were realized. The agent has examined many hens
brought to a local merchant and generally speaking, it is not
often that & good layer can be found. Farm families are un-
doubtedly culling their poultry flocks more now than ever be-
fore.

Another very good evidence that fammers are purchasing
better quality chicks from reputable hatcheries is that there
has been a noticeable decrease in poultry diseases and the calls
for information on diseases has been greatly reduced.

Chicken numbers have been reduced to some extent because ‘
of the extremely high tud cost and the relatively low average

egg prlcc.

C. Dairying

The county is well adppted to the production of milk.
During recent years through a very good lime and fertilization
program, on pasture and hay crops, the quality as well as’
quantity of grasses and hay have been improved. This forage
can best be utilized for the production of milk.

There is only ohe commercial Grade A Dairy in the coumty.
This dairy supplies milk to the town of Floyd and to the lecal
schools. Slightly more than 50% of the farmers produce and sell
milk,




wumzuzounmmutuamw
farms. :

During 1944, 1062 farmers sold 10,713,800 pounds of milk
which at an average of $2.90 per 100: pounds is worth $310,700.
These farmers also produced and sold during the year 50,153
pounds of butter fat which at an average of 50¢ per pound is worth
$25,076. They received subsidy payments in the amount of $54,125,
which, all told, brought inte our county approximately $390,000.

The numbers of dairy cows have increased oonsiderably during
recent years. Two condenseries are located within reasonable dis-
tance of all farmers. Milk routes are assessible to all parts of
the county.

The trend of milk production is readily seen in the fact that
in 1940 only 225 of our farmers were selling milk to one of the
companies, while in 1942 this company received milk from 528 far-
mers. This trend has continued since that time.

During the past years most of our farmers have had a tendency
to use beef type males on the relatively few dairy type cows. The
 present trend is in the direction of securing more and better quality
dairy cows and to purchasing dairy type males. Dairy and beef pro-
duction has been mixed to a large extent in past years, however,
they are becoming segregated now, In October 1944, a Guemrnsey bull
and Heifer calf sale was held in the county at which time 8 male
and 4 heifer calves were sold. A4ll of these animals were registersg...
and seven of them were purchased by Floyd county farmers. Guernsey
breeders from the state consigned these calves. A total of 19 Guern-
sey males were placed in the county during the year. The quality of
dairy stock being kept on farms is gradually improving from year to
year.

*

D. Livestock
a. Beef Cattle

There are approximately 1500 head of beef type cattle and
‘calves in the county. Beef cattle farmers are realizing the value
of purebred animals. Twenty-two purebred beef type males were
placed in the county in 1944. Of this number, 2 were Herefords,

7 Shorthorn, and 3 Angus. :
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There are slightly less than 300 farmers producing sheep.
One hundred seventy eight farmers docked and castrated 3112 lambs.
The percentage of farmers docking and castrating lambs is
beihg reduced because the farmer can get sufficient increased weight
by not castrating to off set the difference in price. It is esti-
mated that 175 farmers treated their sheep for stomach worms. About
620 were treated with bluestone and 2490 with phenothiazine. There

A total of 168 farmers sold their wool through the local peel
in 1944. Only 9500 pounds of wool was pooled, as compared to 13,856
pounds pooled in 1943. Previous to the date of pooling it was an-
nounced that farmers would receive advance payments instead of their
full payments, therefore, many farmers became excited and sold their
wool to local dealers, for 2¢ per pound less than those pooling
finally received. It is estimated that approximately 5000 pounds
of wool were either pooled in another county or sold to dealers in
adjoining counties. Many of our geowers pooled wool in an adjoining
county because their homes are closer to the railroad shipping peint
it is more convenient for them to go in that direction, than teo
to the county seat. In a great many instances this county, by
any railroads does not get proper credit for its production.
rs reduced very rapidly because of the dog menace

and
cone

HEE
Bl

possible to cover the territory as previocusly arranged. The weather
continued bad and many roads were impassible for such a period of.
time that it was too late to reschedule. the clinic.




better than previously. Many farmers
kept in better condition on less feed.

forward to the bot control program being annual .
Be HORTICULTURE
a. Fruits

Thére are 55 commercial fruit growers in the county. These
men carry out a very satisfactory spray program. There are no
commercial peach orchards. Timely spray information is furnished
by the Extension Division. In 1944 a bumper crop of apples was
produced. The major portion of the fruit is marketed in the near-
by eity of Roanoke, however, many growers truck their apples te
Danville, Virginia, and te the coal mining camps in various parts
of West Virginia. There is practically no small fruit produced in
the county, however, the need for small fruit production is great.

Considerable work needs to be done along these lines.

b. Vegetables

During recent years vegetible production has gromm to be one
of the main farm enterprizés. The most important vegetables grown
on a commercial scale are snapbeans, tomatoes, potatoes, and cab-
bage. « There are two cooperative tomato canneries, five commercial
and privately owned, and a large number of home canning outfits in
the county. Two abandoned tomato factories were purchased in 1942
by & Roanoke business man. These canneries have been remodeled
and enlarged and have operated at full capacity since that time,
During 1944, this man contracted a total of 460 acres of smapbeans
and 356 acres of tomatoes for canning. He paid growers a total of
$81,233.00 for the tomatoes and beans brought in. ke packed 57,260
cases of beans and 43,509 cases of tomatoes (number 2 basis). He
paid Floyd County labor a total of $22,886. The two cooperative
canneries with a combined membership of 150 or more farmers, packed
a total of 28,239 cases of tomatoes. Information on the other
commercial factories is not available.. Individual packers paid
95¢ per bushel for tomatoes while the farmers received from §1.20
to §1.40 per bushel for their tomatoes handled through the coopera-
tives.

e

~




ket which is an average of 25 miles from the area whe
fresh vegetable crops are growm,

Green beans\for processing were never grown to
tent until 1943, ver, the acreage in 1944 was
than the year previous.
ber of yedrs for the fresh market and the prices have ranged from
35¢ to $3.00 per bushel, fluctuating according to the available

supply. Through contracting with the local canners, farmers re-
celved $1.38 per bushel in 1944. The quality of both beans and
tomatoes in 1944 was bery good. The early part of the season was
wery favorable, however, during mid-summer and early fall this sec-
tion experienced very dry weather and this, of course, had its effect
on the yield of these crops. Small acreages of beans and tomatoes
are usually grown on the various farms and in most cases the farmm
family is able to supply the necessary labor. A few of the larger
growers were forced to reduce their participated acreage because of
the labor situation. From 12 to 20 farmers produced potatoes on

& commercial scale. The Sequoia variety was introduced in the
county two or three years ago and 1s very rapidly becoming the
leading variety among the farmers. The potato mhrket was flooded
in 1943, which discouraged growers for their 1944 crops, therefore,
acreage planted to potatoes was somewhat reduced. Yields of po-
tatoes, tomatoes and beans have been greatly increased; generally
spezking, however, the trend for better seed, plants, fertiliszation,
and culiural methods is that the average grower is paying closer ‘
attention and following methods carried out by the better growers.
There has been a great improvement in the production of these crops
and, of course, this has been reflected by higher yields and better
quality ‘

i A kraut factory is located in the eastern end of the county,
" however, it was not operated in 1944. A small acreage of cammercial
cabbage was grown and marketed mainly in the city of Reanoke,

Fe EXTRSION TVA DEMORSTRATIONS

There are 16 active Extension TVA Demonstration farms in the
county. Five farms were discontinued as demonstrations because of
either lack of interest on the part of the farmer or in some cases
the farms were sold, however, three new demcnstrators were added.
The results of this program has had,and is having, a very grati-
bying influence on the cocmunities. | Several reports have come to
the agent from other farmers in which they stated that the results
on these farms were so prominent that even a stranger could merely,
ride through the county and easily poift out the farms from casual
observance.
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'.Mm,nzuuuuumu.mty'-hmhmm
blems. The committee, after very careful consideration,
Mm--mn-mwoﬂmmum
rather than helpful. Since the county contains many small farms,
the type of farming was not intensified encugh to justify a great
deal of additiomal labor., The committee felt that the farmers
themselves could do & much bette® job with their laboy problems
by exchanging labor with neighbors, while they felt that if an
office was established it would cause them to lese individual
initiative and rely on the office supplying their labor needs,

and as a result many crops would be lost.

Generally speaking the labor situation was well taken care
of by the farmers themselves. There has been a fine spirit of
community cooperation. Very few crops were lost in 1944 because of
labor shortage. The Hercules Powder Flant and the New River
Ordinance Works have drawn very heavily on the labor of the county.
These plants are located approximately 35 miles from the county seat.
More than 1200 young men are serving in the u-droreu. During
the fall of 1944 many farmers took employment at the above war
plants and indications -are that many fu'--mnotboopord.od
in 19453pecause these men receive more as wages per month at the
war plants than they are able to make on thier farms in several
months. According to the trends of farmers leaving the farm and
securing industrial employment in the fall of 1944, it is estimated
~ that food productiom in the county will necessairly be reduced
more than 30% in 1945. ' i

H. EMERGENCY WAR FOOD

In January and again in August representatives from the State
and AAA Committee—
; goals. The Professional Workers held
three meetings at which time food production was discussed. Nine
comunity meetings were held to discuss food production and a total
of 183 farm people attended. Practically every farm family had &
garden. Farmers readily responded to the requested increase in food
production, especially tomatoes, and beans. Records on 4 of the 7
commercial canneriss show that a total of 71,748 cases (number 2 basis)
were packed. Information on the other 3 privately owned factories is
not available at this time. One of the bean factories packed 57,260




ct beans while the information

“Two community canning

-of the vocational agriculture
t.-uhot.ookcm.t.dulotintmnm
several thousand cans of meat, fruits and ve,
ups+ The exact figures are not available on
who used these canneries or the exact number
This project has met with great success and
deal to the two communities involved.

I. AGRICULTURAL PLANNING
County Board of Agriculture.

The County Board of Agriculture is made up of community
leaders (both men and women), Professional Workers, Chairman
of the County AAA Committee and key banker. There are 10
communities and 92 neighborhoods in the county.
communities have not been completely organiszed. A fair per-
centage of the neighborhood leaders are active. The County
Board of Agriculture was called in for 2 meetings during the
year, in January and again in August. Representatives from the
State College discussed 1944 production goals with the Board.
The Professional Council held 5 meetings during the year.
Through this organization plans were made for the dairy bull
and heifer sale to be held in October. This group also planned -
and assisted with the black walnut collection program and milk
weed collection program. The Soil Conservation Service Program
and AAA practices were discussed, alse nutrition and progress
achievement records. A great deal of literature was distri-
buted through the neighborhood leader system and several
meetings were held to discuss various programs. :

J. COOPERATIVES

Southern States Cooperative has a store in the tomn of
Floyd. This store serves many farmers and does a fairly large
business. Thay handle feed, fertilizer, seed and small farm
supplies.

Two coo‘poutivo tomato canneries with a total of more than
150 members operated full capacity this year. One of these
cooperatives had 120 acres contracted and packed 17,000 cases of
tomatoes (number 2 basis), while the other cooperative had 85




puouﬁmn,z:” am. thtmmdnd fmﬂ.m
totl.wpormmtorthdru-uuumndto”olnr
bushel paid by private canners. A

. The wool Association handled 9500 pounds of wool which sold
for $5010.74. 168 farmers took advantage of the local pool and it
is estimated that another 60 to 75 farmers took their wool direct)y
to the shipping point which is in an adjoining county, and this
association does not get credit for the wool. The advance price
was paid on the day of pooling and immediately local buyers were
busy purchasing wool at a figure above the advanced price. Right
many farmers sold their wool to local dealers for 50¢ per pound
while the men poolisng through the cooperative, received a total

of 52¢ per pound.
K. RURAL ELECTRICITY

In August 1944, two meetings were held in one section of the
county to discuss a proposed rural electric power line. The at-
tendence was very large and muth interest was shown. Represeanta-
tives from the local Power Company were present, and discussed

their agreement. ‘Although contruction materials were not avail-
able, the farmers in the territory applied for this service and
since that time the right of way survey and all paper work has been
completed. The line is approximately 45 miles in l-n;t.iz of which

13 miles is in an adjoining county. There are already 163 customers
signed up and everything completed ready for construction to start

the next few months. The Extension Office has gotten reguests
&u\ many communities for electric service.
L. MILK WEED COLLECTION PROGRAM

During the summer and fall considerable information and pub-
licity was given to the milkweed pod collection program. This was
discussed in professional workers council meeting and the 4-H boys
and girls, Vocational Agricult students and adults were requested
to collect these pods and bump-them into their local schools from
which they were brought to the county seat and finally transported
to the shipping point. A total of 478 bags of pods were collected.
Since pods grow very scattered in the county many pods were not
harvested, however, we feel that the program was a great success.
The people of our county were very proud to have a part in such a

program.




Wmmrormuwm.mammm
An the state and immediately made plans for a black walnut collesction
program. Through a great deal of publicity and with the assistance
of the Vocational Agriculture Department, 4-H Clubs, etc., a total
of 8591 pounds of black walnuts in the shell were sold. Also 194
pounds of walnut kernels were shipped. Itia-u-todtm.thnt'
250 additional pounds of kernels were sold to local dealérs. The
walnuts brought $3.50 per 100 pounds while the kernels sold to the
company averaged 60¢ a pound. Local dealers paid from 40 to 45¢.
per pound for kernels and because we were dealing with a new company
in this territory many people sold their walnuts locally because they
did not have eanfidence in the company purchasing them. MNany hundreds
of pounds of walnuts go to waste annually in this sectiom and it is
thought that in future years that the walnut collection program
wbrminatublmtm:nduchvo\dnord.imrmum

‘VI. &4-H CLUB wax

There were only 3 active 4-H clubs for boys in 1944. There
were 7 girls clubs organized. The girls &lubs were under direct
supervision of the Home Demonstration Agent while the boys clubs
were handled by the extension agent. There were only 25 club
boys enrolled and 17 completed their projects. Pig projects at-
tracted most attention, however, hog prices were so low in the
spring of 1944, that the mnnmwumm

at pig projects for
the annual show and sale which is

Packing Company, Salem, Virginia. 1In
this project, therefore, we did not :
The Breeding Pig project, :mcnd
was carried out with

Company
carried t.ypo of project did
E ine job of growing their pigs out. A
umurod-hmmmodmdplwdmtho community where
this project was being carried cut.. The project created a great
deal of interest among the farmers and many farmers have taken ad-
vantage of this registered male. The breeding pig project is worked
on the basis of giving 4 outstanding club boys a registered pig each




boy winning first prize for

to receive a $75 registered Guernsey heife
second and third priges are 100 prebred baby chicks and 50 baby
chicks respectively. Good hog houses were built and a good feeding
program followed which has attracted much attention from other far-
mers in the commnity. This has been the leading club project in
the county. It has afforded a wonderful opportunity to get a line
of registered hogs started. Since the program started 3 years ago
& large number of good pigs have been placed in the county. The
agent was unable to secure allult leaders for club work, therefore,
it was necessary to attend each meeting individually.

'n. U.S‘D.‘. 'm mm
A+ Production Oo‘h

On January 13, 3 representatives from the State College met
with members of .the County Board of Agriculture and the- AAA County
~ @nd Community committeemen to discuss 1944 farm production goals.

" Forty-eight men and women attended this meeting. Immdeiately
following the county meeting, 9 community meetings were held to

On August 15, .3 representa-
tives from the State College again met with the County Board of Agri-
culture and AAA County and Community Committeemen to discuss pre-
duction goals. .Only 32 farm persons were in attendance. Product-

- ion goals were discussed individually with many farmers.

B. Agriculture Deferment Cases

The U. S. D. A. War Board is made up of a representative of
each of the following agencies, working in the county; AAA, Ex~
tension Service, Farm Security Administration and Farm Credit.
The AAA Chairman, who is Chairman of the War Board is a farmer
and an automobile insurance agent and is gn several committees,
as well as, a director in two or more organizations. He has been




‘The Farm Credit representative is a farmer, as well as, post-
master and he isyalso connected on many cammittees, therefore, his
time for War Board work was very limited. Due to these circumstances,
practically all of the work of the War Board was left to the axtension
agent. The county being strictly agricultural, with a population ef
less than 12,000 persons with homes scattered rather evenly , it was
felt by the War Board members that the Local Draft Board members were
familiar with the agricultural activities of practically all young
men eligible for service. The Draft Board requested the War Board
to investigate activities on various farmers so fast that it was
impossible for the extension agent to get the work done. Twelve or
fifteen investigations were made after which the Draft Board with-
drew their requests for investigations and since that time investi-
gations have been continously made upon request from out of the
county boards. The Draft Board members live in 3 different sections
of the county. ¥

%

Ce Farm Releases v 4

During 1944, 122 recommendations for farm relsases were pre-
pared. The two war plants located approximately 35 miles from the
county seat, have drawmn very heavily on the available manpower in
the county. These men earn very high wages at the war plants and,
naturally, they lose interest in famming. A dosen or more farms
-oronotqnnudhlmmunmmdopnm”nd

industrial employment.

VIII. COOPERATION WITH THE AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Since the beginning fo the AAA program that office has been
maintained in connection with the extension service office. The
AAA work for the past few years has grown considerably in volume,
however;' they were working in a room only 15 X 18 feet. Since it
wzs impossible to add additional rooms to the present building, in
February 1944, the AAA office was moved to another building only
a few yards from its old location. They now have sufficient office
room to carry on their work. Three County committeemen serve in an




executive capacity. This committee immediately employed a chief
clerk and they also have 2 young lady helpers. The AAA program
has 45 community and 30 alternate committeemen. In 1944 work
sheets were prepared and approximately 1500 farms were signed

to participate in the program. This was approximately 758 of
total farms in the county. Many farmers failed to carry out

farm practices. Because of transportation facilities they were un-
able to secure lime and only 20 carloads of phosphate were ma
avallable through the program. In 1943 the famuers used 79 car-
loads of phosphate in carrying out their AAA practices. The
Community Committeemen were very active and assumed the responsi-
bility of c¢ontacting farmers for the purpose of discussing preo-
duction goals and preparing work sheets. The work of the Associa-
tion was carried on in a very orderly manner. The county committee
met once each month to transact their regular routine business and
were called in several times for special meetings.

The milk subsidy payments, handled through the AAA office
meant a great deal to the farmers in the county. Slightly more
than 50% of the county farmers produce and sell milk., During
the year, records show that subsidy payments were made on 10,713,800
pounds of milk and 50,153 pounds of butter fat. The subsidy pay-
ments amounted to $54,125. The milk subsidy payments' invelved
a great deal of paper work in the office. The Extension and AAA
program were in daily contact and & very close spirit of coopera-
tion was enjoyed. Many problems were worked out.together and
-each office was of a great deal of assistance to the other. The
detailed office work, in connection with the Agricultural Conser-
vation Program, was handled very effeciemtly by the chiel clerk
and the two young ladies who are employed, on a full time basis.

IX. COOPERATION WITH CREDIT AND LOAKING AGENCIES

A few farmers were alded in securing crodit‘fra local or-
ganizations. Since the farmers here are very conservative, very
few of them care to borrow any money if it is at all possible
to operate without it. 1

A representative of the Emergency Crop and Feed lLoan Office
caze to the county one-half day each week, during the spring and
fall months, to accept applications and arrange for loans. The
extension agent shared his office as headquarters for this represen-
tative. During 1944 only 6 or 8 loans were made which invelved
less then $800. Payments were good. Very seldom any trouble is
encountered in collecting for this type of loan.

X. COOPESATION WITH FARM SECUAITY PROGRAN

Since this county does not have a full time farm secubity *




of their tenant purchase clients
psion-TVA demonstrator. gjie is a young man of
andh operating a 100 acre farm. He purchased one of
he” registered Guernsey male calves at the sale held in the
all. He is cooperating wholsheartedly with the Extension and
Soil Conservation Service in carrying out improved practices,
" including strip cropping.

XI. COOPERATION WITH SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

In early January 1944, Floyd County was included in the New
River Scil Conservation District. As a result of a referendum
held in November 1943, at which time 602 votes were cast in favoer
of the inclusion while only 1 vote was cast against the proposition.
In February 1944, a Soil Conservation Service Technician was made
available to work in Floyd County. During the year 78 farm plans
were written and cooperators have signed up to participate in the
Soil Conservation Program. Numerous other farmers were assisted
with individual problems and through the close cooperation of the
agent and technician, considerable educational work was done on
Soil Conservation work. Several farmers already are practicing
contour strip farming. Several small neighborhood meetings were
held during the year to discuss the district program and much in-
terest has been shown by the farmers of the county. Considerable
drainage work has been surveyed and laid oub, ready for ditching
when the proper machinery is made available. The shortage of
labor has greatly hunﬁuppod the progress in d.it.chin;

2 The technician's otﬁu is loutod in the same building and
adjoining the Extension Service office . Many office calls have
been received relative to the district work. The very closest
cooperation has existed between the two offices and much work
has been done by both agencies. The technician nas been over-
run with requests for help. The program has met with great suc-
cess and is taking well with the farmers of the area. The ex-
tension agent has served as Secretary of the District Snporvhou
during 1944.




The Agricultural programs carried on this year have been well
received by the public and the majority of farm families have been
benefitted. Although a labor and machinery shortage existed and we
‘had a rather severe drouth in the summer and fall, production of
crops and livestock products were increased. The Extension Office
has enjoyed a fine spirit of cooperation from the various committees
and all other agencies dealing with farm people.

8
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all extension work done in the county during the year. Agents resigning during the year should make

4-H Ciub Agent.

of Club Werk.
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1. Montha of service this year (agents and assistante) .. — : |zasxxxxa
2. Days devoted to work with aduita * . . TERsEEERY
-lhmum-nﬂuua-“- EEEERRERE R

& Days in office ' TEXEREXETRS

5. Days in field *. -

L 3 lﬂ.dh‘dh‘“‘h-ﬁ““m'

L Md“hﬁ._w

8 Nd-tdnhﬂ-ﬁ.bm-d--t.,..

9. Number of news articles or stories published * ..
10. Number of bulletins distributed .. MR o - 2 20
1L Ndﬂdrﬁhh&nm«mﬁhmm oy
(a) Pul-hr bt
Toﬂdm‘.
N Al w2 5 Menleaders . ...
13. Training meetings held for loeal fc) Women leaders . ... .
bﬁaum_._...,..w &H Ohb and o) Namber . .
e 3 Total attendance of:
) Leadern . i .
(o) Number. ...
“{(3) Total sttendance.__
D) «H Club and j(s) Number. .
older youth.

) Oéer.....

13. Method demonstration meetings
heid. (Do not include the meth- | (1) Adult work.
od demonstrations given at lead-
er training meetings reported un-
SerQuestion 12

14. Number of adult result demonstrations conducted .
15. Mestings beld at such result demonstrations.

(@) N*__..-‘t.....AA s EIENTREE

) Total attendamen ... | .
18. Tours condueted. ..o {09 41 Club atd [(0) Numibes .. . __

older youth.__ | (B) Mm.......

(1) Adult work. ..

ua-...____._.__._..._

[(I)Aﬂm__ﬂt
".““*——__.__m‘_a Club and [(s) Number__

dl.y-ﬁ..ﬂ?-.l-n.ﬁ-

:g% o e Al i tgmtia 1 iy s it
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e ndd iy .~ ? 4 e

'ﬁwhﬂdbybdhbnc

ot previously reported

or State extension werkers and a)o-n o.b-‘{

ni i : i (1) Adalt work ...
" byvounty or Stateextensionwork- |(2) +H Clsb -ﬂ{
ers and not reported elsewhere older youth

L

2
n
n
2.
2
7.

28. Number of other homes involved in preceding question that were resched this year for the first time
n Number of farm bomes with ¢-H Clab members enrolled
l ‘Number of other homes with 4-H Club members enrolied.

Ineludes assistan? ToNY ameat in of -8B Club wark .-.-ﬂv‘

:mw ~ -y "w o twsr e agete pastieipaling B sme setivity of sceomapiishment.

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THIS YEAR

It is highly desirable for extension workers to eonsider the proportion of farms and bomes in the county that have been definitely influenced to make some sub-
stantial change in farm or home operations during the report year as a resuit of the extensibe work done with men, women, and youth. It is recognised that this
information is very diffieult for agents to report aceurately, so a comservative estimate based upom such records, surveys, and other sources of information as are
available will be satisfactory.

Total number of farms in county (1940 Census) MO et b % 6‘

N*dhuvﬂ“h”mmwhmw'tq—_.wm. A »
Number of farms invalved in preceding question which were reached this year for the Sest thme. . oo .
Number of nonfarm families making changes in practices as a result of the agricultural program
Number of farm homes in which changes in practices bave definitely resulted from the home demonstration program
Number of farm homes invoived in preceding question that were resched this year for the first time

Number of other bomes in which changes in practices have definitely resilted from the home demonstration program.

31. Total number of different farm families influenced by some phase of the extension program_ (Inelude questions 22, 26, and 29 minus duplicstions)
32 Total number of different other families influenced by some phase of the extension program. (Isciude questions 24, 37, and 30 minus duplications)




M““c““““b“*“ﬂ“““*h“
! uh—d““humﬁh-‘ - o qau“muﬁﬂ“‘hﬂh

‘M—M‘Mhu-v (Do not inelude number of neighborhoods)
36. Number of communities in which the extension program has been planned cooperatively by extension agents and local committees . . . .
37. Number of clubs or other groups organised to carry oo adult home demonstration work .

38. Number of members in such elubs or groupa. v
. 3% (a) Number of 4-H Clubs. (Bee question 173) mumdw(ﬂ-u»nu-nwhmdm-tm ¥

clder rural youth. (Bee question 185.) sxsExxx
40. Number of neighborhood and community leaders in the neighborhood-leader system Men 72.. 'u__——zr
41. Number of different voluntary local leaders actively engaged in forwarding the extension program. include question 40.)

' ‘ M) Men . .. ) Mem. ... ki (B Olderclubboys.... ... &
Adult work . ) 4-H Club snd cldengouth work \
5 [m Wanee o LA ¥ [0 Wosten . 3. (§) Older chub girke

COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL l-umm«:

: 7,
42. Name of the county agricuitural planning (over-all planning) group, ﬂuy,Mhﬁ“%Qf_Mm.
43. Number of members of such county agricuitural planning group:
(a) Unpaid lay membess: (1) Men . il g_ () Womal oo
®) hﬂmdwwewwdh Madam ORISR 2
45. Number of members of such community planning committees: (a) H._.._.___-u @ Women ..o BEF 5 VAN LR
40. Was & county committee feport prepared and released during the yoar? (@) Yoo . . . . w ® No... .

@ 4-H Club agents. -
ﬂ.MWhhd'ﬂw-—m - : 2=
2 (4) State extemsion workers. !

; ’ (1) County
48. Number of planning meetings beld {m ©
49. Number of unpaid voluntary leaders or committeemen assisting this yess




57. Number of voluntary local leaders or commitieemen sssisting this year . |
58. Number of breeding cireles or elubs or improvement associations organised
or assisted this year

§9. Number of members in such cireles, clubs, or associstions.. . .. | . &

(3) Obtaining better strains of baby chicks (including hatehing eggs)

(Q'!m-nhbd* .

(5) Controlling external parasites .

(6) Controlling diseases and internal parasites

(7) Controlling predatory animals. -
! Do not include rabbits, game, and far animals, which should be reparted under wildlie conservation.




e

Q Number of communities in which work was conducted this year

. mammw--—-_-ﬂmu,—

Soil Management—Continued
&N_b-ollumnﬁhdtlhy-r—
(a) With problems of land use based on soil

Saad

(¢) With strip eropping

@ In tructing ter b

(¢) In grassing waterways or otherwise pre-
venting or controlling gullies.

() With contour farming of eropland..

(9) In otherwise controlling wind or water

A) In contouring pasture or range. ..
() In the use of cover or green-manure crops..
@ In fallowing
(%) In making depth-of-moisture tests._.

(M With drainage

(m) With irrigation ;
(n) With land clearivg ... .. .
66. Number of soil-management assvciations organized
or assisted during the year:

() Legal soil-conservation districts........
(3) Voluntary soil-conservation associations.

€¢) Grasing associations..

(@) hm-mwmﬂh‘
small trees.  (Include erosiog-contrel
plantings)

®) In making improved thinnings, weedings,
or pruning of forest trees.

(¢) With selection cutting. .

() With production of naval stores. .
(¢) With produetion of maple-sirup productsa .
(N In timber estimating and appraisal

68. Number of farmers cooperating this year in preven-
tion of forest fires.

Wildlife Conservation Cemtinued

6. Number of farmers assisted this year in making
specific improvements for wildlife.

~

! Incinde nature study.

.




-—.-I—--um--;u‘ e youth .
b ]

)B-nm-n—h

m
c—“htﬂﬁm“tﬁm

() In getiing “h farming, orin

locating

() With credit problems (debt adjustment

: and financial plans:

() In using “outlock™ to make farm adjust-

ments e

() In developingafarm planoonly ... L L @) With & farm-iscome statement for tax

(®) In developing » farm and home plan....... oo ] purposes
(¢) In snalysing the farm bhsives . ... . -J . ) 'With farm-dabor problems . . .

Include all work with sdeltd ¢-H Club members, and older youth

n.u-uamnm-m-wu-y-__.___. !
75, Number of voluntary local Jaders or conumitiestmen assisting this yoar_| 2 7

. m‘m“ﬁmhmwd.ﬂ-ﬂ-h"-u-w

80. lﬂcdhdm Mﬂm:“““h*nm“ﬂﬂhmmdu
government, public finance, and farming conditions related to these problesis

81. I*dwu-““mh*ww-w

82. l—hdw”hvﬁqd&h“-‘ﬂm*hm-lh—lﬁm

.ulh“--d-—-.—-qhuhf.—--.md-—.--_mouq--mn-&_-c—‘“cu.--‘-—




84. Number of communities in which vcrk
was conducted this year ...

Number of voluntary local I.d-' or
m-dndu“m_ ......
Number of new cooperatives * assisted in |
organizing during the yesr . ... S A
. Number of established cooperstives ! as-
sisted during the year.. oo
Number of members ! in the cooperatives

1 /68 |

Sell ]

:':muvu) assisted during : “621 § m_“i_ ’ r—_-"o“* : : 4

. Value of products sold or purchased by

farmers or families involved in the pre- ;23‘.. 'm 357 _'w M&.Q.MJ ;ﬂ5 83‘5"

uuwammmw«wumm“&y—k meiil

93. Number of programs * Mhmﬁmmmmm«wl—mwhcmmm.

uxmumtmmmcm-mhamum -
&Nﬂhdm-rvm“ﬂmww&bm i

96. Number of special merchandising programs ! participated in or condueted this year

97. Number of consumer information programs * to marketing and distribution participated in or conducted this year

98. Number of programs ! relating to marketing snd costs of distribution conducted this year

99. Number of programs * relating to transportation problems conducted this year

100. Number of programs * refiting to the specific use of market m‘“
101, Nutnber of other marketing programs * conducted thia year (specify) W

W"""ﬂ"" B e T e it o it o s i ot



. i ™ st
Tnciade il work with aduit, -3 Club members, and chder youtd ‘#‘

‘ﬂ n-.muludmw—

203, Number of communities in which work was conducted this year_._ .| a Slpan 14y 5 -4 B
ﬂ!—hdwwmc—“*ﬁ ‘O EARS

The House, Furnishings, and Surroundings - Continued
mﬁﬁd“—-.t'-hdu“t&

105. )ln-bcdh-ﬂi-a-hudthhy-rh— ,‘““w_____“_" e S TR

(a) Construeting dwellings. ... ... 2 107. Number of families assisted this year in—
Bt 0 O P i aS_ .
(5) Selection or use of electric lights or home

108. Number of farmers assisted this year in—
BEESEIS N (a) The construction of farm buildings. ...
) Remodeling or repairing farm buildings . ...
103 lmvingmﬂntdmw :
(¢) Belection or construction of farm-building
h..ornﬁnhhhgmahnﬁ-
P equipment. - bt s ...2.__
(%)) mmnmt ; Farm Mechanical Equipmeni—Centinued
{pther than slesiris) 100 Number of farmers assisted this year in—
(s) The selection of mechanical equipment.
(3) Making more efficient use of mechanical
equipment.
110. Number of farmers following instructions in the
maintenance and repair of mechanical equipment
this year.
111. Number of gin stands assisted this year in the better

Eaning o ewiton




X ‘ Nlmhhd'dm
©7 1 () Home demonsiration agents.
: @) +-H Cub agenta_
k3 (3) Agricultural agents.
118, Number of communities in which work was conducted this year _ £ e e z
e l—i-dm,hdhhlc“—“”bﬁ your.. s i

nl—budu-n--uum— F:
POOD PRESERVATION BY ADULTS

- SOG4 . * =
o M it st 7 g 32, 263 174,371 -,,,43.:.5;._
(1) OF yogetablen.................... N i AR

ey Y St T ' ,‘/,543 T 70%

14,.300

A R DRI i TG s s AT

(5 OF poultry and eges. .. .. .. 23 - s - . o . ;.,m.....‘_....,..‘Q_,.._ -
{d) With home butchering, meat cutting » ?’ ]

T sttt oo i

() mm«a—m > 28 A -~
() With food pe bl v, i 115(A) FOOD PRESERVATION BY 4-H CLUB MEMBERS

”~

m (h-ﬁt__...._.m...... R ks - j‘ ':." ‘
@) Drying .. R i e M 1 ). Quarts canned. . ,.-~~2¢.[.3 ’
@ . pudiatiy S5l puastroing. hawme 3 Pounde:Dried®_ [ a3 LG F S S5
food supply secording to snnual . Cared® | g RET, et SaE
@ Tn cansing sccording o abudget.. . A/S" | h—‘_JL.,..a._,.A.,Q, ey
(k) Wikh child-feeding problems ... .
(D In the prevestion of eolds and other
common diseases.
(m) With positive preventive messures to improve bealth (immunization for typhoid, diphtheria, smallpox, ete.)
(m) With first-aid or home numsing...
©_{e). In yremoving fire and accident hasards.
m. Nﬂ-d““&mhm-“hﬂ“&
117. Number of nutrition or heaith clinies organizsed this year through the efforts of extension workers

EEE——
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AM‘L‘! --1 ; P L S T AET T TR Rl etk s —— - :'.,!’-,.’.-(,
“:amr ‘*"* 1 ¥ , -
(ﬂhhc-l-v-i- . _ 'l — 5
“-da—-dhh-“-‘—“‘m— e :
20, Number of voluztary local leaders o committeeren amisting this [~

121, Number of families assisted this year— g o ) you
Z (e) With time-management problems. [} (a) Clothing-construction probiems. /Ir

8 l (3) With home accounts

Sfe) With financial plannieg. .

EE

. 5 "“'.,,,.' e St S dngane wr bl oo b Famlly Beluibenshipe—CHd Development—Costinecd

& 3 @ In developing home industries as & """"":.:‘""""‘ g W

W means of supplementing income. ... ST RN - . s e NS T “19 S
S 3 122. Number of home demonstration clubs, other eon- ) In Smproving family relstionships. . ... y X ¥ i

Suter sssosiations or groups assisted this year with 129. Number of families providing recommended cloth-

& eooperstive buying of—  ing, furnishings, and play equipment for children
i .
v @Pood . e - p s v this year coasiat :
B @) Qothing ... oo Q. 130, Number of difeent individusle partieipating this
‘ (c) Hounfurnishings and equipment___.__. .. -2 year in child-development and parent-education
: (d) Geunersl household supplies__ ... o el prograsss: (a) Men FAE R L
123. Number of families assisted this year through coop- ®) Women. D P B
erative sssociations * or individually, with the mhnﬂ.dﬂi—hf—hwwm
buying of— individuals
() Pood.... ? o Recrestion and Community Life—Continned
O b it i e SRR BN o 132 Number of families assisted this year in improving
() Ho-fmﬂh.ndmt. = }3 home recrestion. : i

(d) General b hold supplies.
124, Total number of different families assisted this year
with eonsumer-buying problems (includes ques-

125. Number of families assisted this year with “making

126. Number of families assisted this year in using timely
economie information to make buying decisions or
~other adjustments in family lving ‘

/8o

Nore.—Individual families and groups assisted with selling problems should

133. Number of communities assisted this year in improv-
ing community recreational facilities.

13¢. Number of commupity groups assisted this year

with organisational problems, programs of activi-

ties, or meeting programs .

135, Number of communities | (¢) b o mmuniy boste._

. sasisted this year ®) Permanent camp.... -

*—' (‘Mﬂm

136, Number of communities assisted this year in pro-
P ———— -

187. Number of sehool or other community grounds fm-

be reported in column (j), page 9. m;-.-g:m
- e S T L L wm—--—a—--mn—;—n.d—--;n
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159. Forestry... B ol oLy L1 PEAENY S
160. Wildlife .nd utml(n‘y (Mn-.htnhnh)

161, Agricultural engineering, farm shop, electeioity.. ... ... . .

162. Farm

163. rwdmqu-n-.@!‘ WASM

164. Food preserv

165. Health, howe nursing, and et nid.__ . |

166. Clothing..........
67. Home management.
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190. Number of other clder rural youth groups assisted.

151. Braw 1w I—hﬂph.-d PO .. 4@ Youngmen. .
10 and under._.. | s # Yk

10 192. Nuinber of clder rursl youth not in ex- j{a) Young men. .
lL"’"‘"'"""" ¢ tension or other youth groups assisted _ | (3) Young women. ”
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183. Number of 4-H Club members having health examinstion because g
of participation in the extension program._ v o (8) Techuieal agriculture.

184. Number of 4-H Clubs engaging in community activities such as () Techuical hatie esoncmics, in-
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been reported previously under appropriate headings.
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198. Estimated number of days devoted to—

(1) Food supplies and eritical war materials (production, marketing, processing, storage,

distribution, and related probless)
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(4) Other war work (ineluding collestion of salvage material) .. ... .. R G

COOPERATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES
The purpose of this report is to bring together in one place the cooperbtion given other Federal agencies working with the rural people of the county. It is asswmed
that all such work has been reported previously under appropriate problems of the farm or home.
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190. Days devoted to line of work by—
(1) Home demonstration
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(9 Agriculturs! agents. .. B B N *‘2-
(4) Btate extension workers.
200, Number of communities in which
201. Number of voluntary loeal leaders or
202. Number of meetings participated in
this year by extension workers. mj.L 29
+ Insinde grasboppers, armywerma, chined bugs, and other insests ot reported under Specte 7D ar Nvestock headingd.
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- reports on the success of the practices

A result demonstration is a conducted farmer, Y under the direct
s g demonstration bys homemaker, boy, or girl 'I.«‘ﬂ
Giieinioh - others in addition to the
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demonstration,
result
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or & period of years.

21. Records consist of definite information on file in the county office that will enable the agent to verify the data oo ex-
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