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DESCRIPTION OF PRINCESS ANNE COUNTY

Asne Coumaty is the mest Seuthecstera Cewsty in Virginia, beisg
the Nerth by the Checapeake Bay, en the East by the Atlantic Ocean,
North Carelina and en the West by Nerfolk County, Accerding te
» ferty=six per ceat of the County's area of 170,880 acres is ia
692 farms averaging 1134 acres, Beth numkar of farms and
decreasing steadily simce 1935, On January 1, 1959, the
t two farms amd 135 square miles to the City of Norfelk,

aphy is level te geatly rolling with elevation rasging frem sea
about twenty-five feet, Temperatures average about 42 degrees ia Jan~
in July. The frest free season is 225 days extending frem areund
November Ll, Aanmual precipitation averages .rom 40 te 43 laches,
Sassafras, Nerfelk, Pertsmouth, and Bladea types.

Princess Aane is still am impertant Agricultural Ceuaty, but mest of the popu~
latien is engaged in other eccupations, Field crops of corn and soybeans bring in
our largest farm inceme with dairy productien im secend place, Vegetables, third;
14 k and 14 ck preducts, fourth; peultry and peultry preducts, fifth; fruit
and vegetables, sixth; herticulture, seventh; and ferestry products, eighth,

People of the County find emplgyment in the vicianity of Norfolk, Pertsmeuth,

and Newport News sectioms, The Military Installatiens take in the largest per~
ceatage of off-the~farm workers,

Pepulation is rapidly imcreasing and accerding te lecal estimates, the pepu~
lation is approximately 85,000 teday. The populatien being somevhat reduced by
the receat annexatiem.

Markets are rather limited, Very little farm sterage is practiced by the
farmers. The grain markets have improved with the additien of one expert market
that has come iate the area,

The agricultural thisking of eur people is that they want to remain in the
farming business, but will sell if the proper price is offered, At the preseat,
practically the eatire Nerth end of the County is rural noun~farm and urban with
the Seuth end strictly agriculture,

Farmers in Princess Aane County are realizing the same price-cest squeeze
that farmers all over the natien are realizing, Our farmers are receiviag less
and less for their farm preducts with the exceptien of milk and paylng more and
more for equipment, laber, and capital luvestment te produce the cemmedity. There~
fore, farmers in this ceunty will have to practice wvery possible means of econemy
in order to make a desirable liviag income off of their farwms,
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DEVELOPING THE COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM

There are in eperation seven (7) cemmodity greups with 64 Committee members
werkiag on an Agricultural Pregram in Princess Aane Ceunty. There are Yough Ce~
mmittees working en a Youth Pregram and groups werking ea the Home Ecenemlics Pre~
gram, These committees plan the Extension Pregram fer Princess Amne Ceunty,

Begianing in March, the fellewing committees met for two to twe and a half
heurs te set up the Extensien Pregram for that cemmedity and te select these items
of impertance that weuld ge inte the 1960 Plan of Werk: Cern and Small Graia, Sey~
beans, Pasture and Ferage Creps, Potatoes and Vegetables, Dairying, Livesteck, and
Poult=y., Each of these cesmittees studied the situation of their commedity, decid-
ing upen an objective te werk tewards and then listed their problems which weuld
eshance the County frem reaching its objective, For esach commodity a Pregram of
Extension Educatiean vas eutlined,

On March 23, the satire membership of the seven (7) Agricultural Cemmittees
met for the Agricultural Ceumcil at a dinner meeting spensored by the Princess
Anne Ceunty Farm Bureau. Ferty-ene (41) persems were in attendance, At this
meeting, the seven commedity cemmittee programe were ceerdinated into ene Agri-
cultural Program.

The 4~H County Ceuncil met im November to develop their program, The 4~H
All Stars met to develep their program to assist the 4~H Club members of the
County., The recommendatiens eof this committee will be used to plan the 4~H
Pregram,

In November the Home Ecenomics phase of Extensien Werk planned the Pregram
that they would carry en fer the year,

1 believe, in my humble epinien, that we have developed the best Estemsion
Pregram ever developed in my six and one~half years in Extension Werk ia this
County. More people were iavelved in the planning of this program, therefere,

1 believe they have a better understanding of the pregram. I think the peeple
will have a more thoreugh understanding when the program is made up in book form
and a copy given te esach of the members serving en the various committees,




GENERAL COUNTY PROBLEMS

Need for cooperative marketing of Potatoes and Vegetables,

Need facilities feor youth livesteck activities,

Lew crop yields,

Inadequate on the farm storage facilities,

lnadequate small grain acreage to feed required ameunts of livesteck,
Inadequate sutlets of dralmage water to epen water,

Peer management of pastures,

Impreper marketing of livesteck and livesteock products.

Inadequate pure~bred sires of Beef, Hogs, and Sheep,

Need for a Virgiania Egg Marketing Coop.




Ob jectives and Geals

l. Increase Net Preofit per acre $3,00,
2, Increase yield per acre 58 to 60 bushels,
3. Five new farmers to arect adequate storage facilities,

Program of Extemsion Education
1. Conduct Cern Net~Return luprovemeat Demeastrations

These demonstrations will be cenducted to teach farmers the re~
commended practices in the productien, harvesting, and marketing ef
corn, Nine farmers will participate, They are Stuart Ives, Jehn
Centos, Ralph Frest, Bryan Dudley, Ervin Vaughan, Robert White,
Everett Sawyer, A.D, Malbone, and Jack Fentress. It is hoped that
all nine will change practices, Mest of all this work will be dene
througheut the year through persenmal ceatacts, This will start abeut
March 15, Assistance will be needed frem Bill Lewis and Kemneth
Loope at a summary meeting of this greup, the supper of which will be
sponsered by Continental Grain Ce, After the meeting, radie will
publicize this werk, as will newspaper steries,

Distribute Production Series

This series will cover all of the recommended practices invelved
in cern preduction and will be mailed to all farmers, professional
agricultural werkers, fertilizer salesmen, and seed dealers April 1,
1t is hoped that 200 farmers will change to better practices. This
information will alse be presented ever 2 radio stations, and threugh
daily and weekly newspapers,

The same type of information will be prepared on Graian Serghum and
distributed in the same manner as Number 2,

Tweaty-five of the county's larger farmers will be visited threugh~
out the year te attempt to interest them in erecting adequate sterage
facilities, Infermation on cost and expected returns will be preseated
them, It is heped that five will see fit to build such facilities,
This werk will start May 1, and centinue until harvesting is underway.
Circalar letters, newspaper articles, and radio will be used te "spread
the werd,"

Recemmended Variety Letter

Ia December 1960, or as soon after as possible, a circular letter
will be seat to all farmers, professional workers, and seedsmen listing
the tested varieties with their performance at the Nerfolk and Holland
Stations in an attempt to get farwers te buy only those varieties that
are adapted for this area, It is heped that 500 farmers will plant
adapted varieties, Radio and newspaper will be used. Suggest to
Agronomy Department must get this iaf ion to us for best use.




6. Agronomy Scheel

This schoel is te teach leading farmers, fertilizer salesmen, and
seedsmen the recommended uses of fertilizers and varieties, It is
hoped that 300 farmers will follow recommendations., This schoel will
be held ia January 1961 at the Virginia Truck Experiment Statien,
Assistance will be needed from Bill Lewis to plan this program and
other staff members to conduct the program. Cooperating with this
school will be the Plant Food Institute and the Agricultural Cemmittee
of the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce,

Assist the Virginia Department of Agriculture in serving pesticide
residue laberatery. Work through Farm Bureau, Agricultural Cemmittees,
and Ruritan Clubs,

Recommend to the Department of Agriculture that a premium be paid
producers for grain above grade, L.e, 137 com,

Hold two (2) wheel-track minimum tillage demonstrations, one of
these demounstrations will be conducted by Alva Malbone, Ceoperating
will be G & 5 Equipment Co,, and Farmers Fertilizer and Seed Corp.
Three tours will be held to these demonstrations, One at planting
time, one at side-~dressing, and ene just prior to harvest,
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SMALL GRAIN

A, Objectives and Geals

1.
2.
J.

be

Increase barley acreage to 400 acres.

Increase barley gield to 40 bushels,

Increase oat acreage to 2500 acres,

Increase oat yield to 55 bushels,

B, Program of Extension Educations

1.

Increase acreage of Feed Grains

The ceunty now has to purchase 5 of its small grain feed supply,
Threugh an extensive publicity program during the summer and fall
we hope te create an interest in dairymen, beef cattlemen, hog pro-
ducers, and poultrymen in increasing their acreage of oats and barley.
We will show the need for more grain, and that it can be grown here,
and te give recommendations on the production of both, We hepe to
get all livesteck producers to grew sufficient acres te satisfy their
own requirements, This will be discussed at the Dairy Shert Course
and Agrencmy Scheel, In additien, charts and exhibits will be
placed in the six seed stores in the area, All livesteck producers
will receive a circular letter explaining the need and giving re~
@umendations fer production, Newspapers and radio will alse be used
extensively,

Fertilizer Demenstration

This demenstration will be cenducted in Octobar, February and
April, and June to show the preoper methed of fertilizatiem, There
will be a tour te this demonstration in February, and May er June,
and all Small Grain producers and fertilizer salesmen will be imvited,
Hope to get 100 growers to change practices, After harvest those
attending the tour will receive yileld and economical results. This
information will be mailed to all producers in September, 1961, Radio
and newspapers will be used,

Corn Follew Up

Each of the fields in the 1959 Cerm Net-Return Demonstratiens
will have accurate records kept on them through Seybean and Small
Grain Creps.
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Objectives and Geals

l. To increase the yield of soybsans frem 28 to 30 bushels per acre,
2. To secure a more uniform system of grading of soybeans.

Program of Extension Educations
1. Productien Series

This series will cover all of the recommended practices invelved
in seybean preduction, and will be mailed to all farmers, prefession~
al agricultural werkers, fertilizer salesmen, and seed dealers, April
1. It is hoped that 300 farmers will change practices, This in-
formation will also be pr d in papers, and on radio stations,

Small Grain Fertilization Follew Up

Soybeans will be grown on each of the five small grain fields to
check yields of seybeans following small grain fertilized five ways,
This ifafermation will be recorded and used accordingly by all our
soybean preducers, This will be the minor part of an over-all demon~
stration, Ne tour will be held at this time,

Coran Net-Return Follow Up

Seybenas will be grown this year on the fields in the 1959 coran
dempostrations, Soil samples will be taken and yields recorded, This
follew up is done to further show the preper method of fertilizing
soybeans indirectly, This infermatien will be first givea the demon~
strators and later presented to the public through mass media., Again
we hope that this has an influence en getting 300 farmers t o change
to better ways of preducing soybeans,

Ensect Countrol Pregram

Two activities will coincide te teach and show farmers when to
apply treatment and when not te treat, All soybean producers and
"spray peeple” will be invited to a Seybean Insect Bull Sessien to
study harmful and unharmful imsects, and to learn how to determine
the preper time te apply control measures, At the relative same
time, we will visit as many fields as we possibly can to assist farm-
ers,
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on their ewn farms . Therefore, a great deal of time will be spent
during bleeming and podding stage with personal cemtacts, Ceopera-
ting with us will be Dr. Douglas Greenweed of the Virgimia Truck
Experimeat Statien, As far as the number of people te adept practices,
it will depend entirely on the infestatien of insects,

Recommend te the Department of Agriculture, that prier te the
marketing seasen that all state inspectors be pulled in for a shert
briefing. We believe that this will result in were uniformity ef
grade and a better price to all preducers,




IV. PASTURE AND FORAGE CROPS
A, Objectives and Geals

1, Increase animal unit per acre of grazing land from 3/4 te 1
2, Decrease the ameunt of hay purchased frem 4§ to & of tetal
requiremeats .,

Program of Extensien Education
1. Coastal Bermuday Demonstraticns

These demenstrations are being cenducted to determine if Ceastal
Bermuda is adapted to this area, One demonstration of 5 acres is
located en Bayville Farm, the other 2-acre fields on Herbert Moere's
farm, If interest develops, one ether demonstratien will be cen~
ducted on dark, peerly drained land, It is not desired that amyone
change any practice at this time, If a new demonstratiom is started
assistance will be needed from the Plant Food lostitute,

Nitrogen~Fertilization Demonstratien

This demeunstration to be held at Mr, B.R. Adam's farm will shew
how to imcrease the growth of fescue inm late fall and winter by the
additien of nitrogen. This will be applied in August., All cattle~
men will be iafermed of recommeandations regarding fall applications

of nitrogen on fescue through a circular letter July 25 and alse
news articles and radio programs, Ceoperating with us on this pre~
Ject will be Allied Chemical and Farmers Seed and Fertilizer Corp~
oratien,

Red Clover Feollow Up

Centinued efforts to follow up en the 1958 and 1959 hay demenstra~
tions te show the advantages of Red Clever and preductien metheds,
These demenstrations will contioue threugh this year, Numerous
radio pregrams will be given, news steries prepared and a circular
letter will be mailed to ecach cattleman to stimulate at least 20
farmers to grow some red clover,

Red Clever Field Day

This teur is just another way of getting the same news te cattlemen
of the poteatial of Red Clover im this area. On May 30, a ene-step
tour will be held at one of the demsnstrations to show this hay
just befere cutting, All interested parties will be invited, Mass
Media will be used to publicize the field day

Continue te mail out pertinent iafermation promptly te all users
of forage., Special atteation will be given to recommended use of
chemicals, Newspapers and radio will be used where applicable,
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Conduct twe ferage demonstrations shewing in one area all of the
new summer grasses forgrazing and green feeding, Ceeperating in
these demounstratiens will be R.H, DeFord, Jr., W.J, Overhelt, and
DeKalk Seed Ceo,

Hold tour of the above grasses in July or August, Alse, shew Ceastal
Bermuda Grass,

Frem time to time, conduct "kitchen~type” bull sessions, Ilavite in
special farmers to discuss timely tepics, i.,e, How te make palatable
grass silage, Held one meeting every two (2) months.
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Ob jectives and Geals

1, Tweaty farmers teo buy meat-type bears
2, Increase pigs saved to seven per litter

Program of Extemsien Education
1. Pure~Bred Sales

All farmers or heg producers will be ianformed through mass
media of the twe pure~bred sales, Farmers will be enceuraged
to purchase goed pure-bred meat-type bears through personal centacts,

2., Central Farrewing Units

Farmers will be encouraged te build ceatral farrowing waits
of the appreved type in order to save more pigs at farrowing time,
All heg producers will be contacted threugh mass media encouraging
the need for saviag mere pigs and that plans for cemtructien are
available, Much eof this work will be dene through persenal cea~
tacts and we hepe that in 1960 three farrowing units will be built,

3. Pig Parlers

Hog preducers are becoming mere and were interested in the use
pig parlers in their ewine operatien, Our endeaver will be teteach
farmers when a parlor is desirable and if it 1is to be desired to
confitruct a parler that is appreved by VPI, All heg preducers will
be reached through mass media and many threugh individual coutacts,

4. Swine Schoel

A one~day Swine School will be held ia January te teach rescumend-
ed practices in breeding, feeding, howsing, and marketing. All heg
preducers, professional workers, and Agri-businessmen will be lavited,
It is heped that fifty people will change practices, Ceeperating
with this schoel will be the Agricultural Committee of the Nerfeolk
Chamber of Cemmerce with assistance needed from the Animal Husbandry
Department at VPI, This will be a jeint endeavor feor the producers
of Nerfolk and Princess Anne Counties, All forms of media will be
used in publicizing this event,

5. Tep-Dellar

Enceurage producers to ge t tep-market-dollar by ilaviting bids
on hogs fer sale.

6. Breeder~Feeder Contracts

Enceurage breeders and feeders te get together so that each cam
depend on sale and supply, Use all means of publicity




XIl, POULTRY
A. Objectives and Geals

l. Establish ground work for possible Virginia Egg Marketing Ceep.
2, Leek for a system of central egg marketing.

Program of Extensien Educations

1. Peultry Pellets

Each menth Peultry Pellets will be mailed to all the peultry
preducers ia the county in the hepe that this will be of interest
and of censiderable value to poultrymen ia their operatiea,

2, The Ceunty will give all assistance pessible to VPI in estab~
lishing am Egg Ceop. Wholesale Egg Handlers and large producers
will be visited te get their feelinmgs and support of this organ-
ization,




XI1I, FARM BUILDINGS

A, From time te time many requests ceme to our attention fer assis~
tasnce on farm buildings, These buildiags fall inte the following
catageries: Milking parlors, dairy barns for hay sterage and loung~
ing space, pig parlers, farrowing units, and poultry houses, Radie
and newspapers will be used extensively im pulbicizing the swmalla~
bility of plans frem our office, Alse, through personal centacts,
we run inte farmer's needs for plans and assistance in studying the
plans, The estimated number of buildings to be built ia 1960 by
approved plans i s twaaty (20),

One big building project this year is a 4~H Livesteock Pavilien,
This building preject is sponsored by the Agricultural Committee of
the Portsmout h Chamber of Commerce and we will be spending ceusider~
able time and effort in working this out to its completion, Much
assistance will be needed from Dam Kite through the planning stage.




XIV, 4&~H CLUBS

There are 18 4~H Clubs in Princess Aane County with an earellment
of 698 members, Three of these are cemmunity clubs and fifteen meet
in the schools, Ninety percent of the members are in the 1013 years
age grouwp,

A, Objectives ang Geals

1. To develep boys and girls into better citizens hy helping them
learn the value of community service, spiritual development, per-
sonal development, and the latest practices in agriculture and
Home Ecenemics,

B, Program of Exteasion Education
1. Clubs

Teach the club members and help them gain experience in werking
and talkiog with groups, They are taught responsibility ia that
they are respeasible for their meetings, and programs, and pre-
gects, Preject imstruction and demonstrations will be given on sub~
Jects that cencera or interest the éntire club,

County Ceuncil

The County Council is not a werking greup due to its large adze,
The County Ceuncil will hold one meeting and the rest of the werk
will be done through committees, The activities the coumcil will
sponsor and help with are: Present a trephy and plague to the out~
standing Junior and Sealor Clubs; Preseat the Ozlin trephys te the
outstanding 4~H Club members in the county; Continue officer train=
ing; Encourage each club to have an exhibit at the Acheivement Pre~
gram; Encourage club members te participate in the ceunty wide 4~H
activities,

4=H Advisery Committee

The 4=H Advisery Committee is made up of club members, parenats,
and leaders, We try to use their suggestions to improve the 4~H
Club pregram. The suggestions that this year's committee are:

Plan a weekend at Camp Farrarfor the leaders and their families;
encourage 4~H members to keep a calendar of all 4~H events; ceuntin~
ue efferfs te get parents more interested in 4~H activities; Cen~
tinue the pre-scheol ceaference with scheol adainistratien and
principals; enceurage members te keep good records so they can assem~
ble achievement records when they are 14 years old,

Prejects

The club members will be taught the latest recommended practices in
their prejects through clubs, preject greups, and bulletins, They
will be expected te apply these practices on their individual pre-
jects, The major projects that we will conduct and the estimated

umber of club memb to be enrolled in each of these are:
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5. Acitvities

The varieus 4~H activities are anether means of teaching geod
citizenship, and the members gain experience and are recogaized,
The activities and the sumber of club members expected te partici-
pate in each are:

Public Spuku‘ Coutest-=rvesccecmcccnans 65 members
Share=the-Pum 150 members
Achi Program= 250 members
4H Sunday Pregram=----escecccocceccecese=l25 members
National 4~H Week 70 members
District Campg=eee-cccceccceccseccnnccnes /5 -b.u
Short Course 10 ]
Tour of State Fair 60 members
District Contests 16 members
Welfare and Cemmunity Activities 100 memb

Livestock Shows 20 bers
Radie and T.V, Programs 20 members

Leaders

Geod leaders are certainly the key to a successful 4~ program.
These leaders must be familiar with the over-all 4~H pregram and
konew exactly what they are expected te do., The ways we will pro~
vide leader training and keep interest are:

Leaders Council

Leaders Meeting in September

Laader Training Meetings when neceasary

Leader Recegnition Banquet in April

Furnish each leader with Leader's Kit and other materials.
Give each leader a subscriptien te "National 4~H News"
Have a Leader's Weekend at Camp Farrar,

Keep Leaders informed of all Ceunty 4~H Activities

In Princess Anne County we feel that projests, activities, and
trained leaders are equally impertant fer a successful 4~ Club
program, Therefore, we try to divide our time equally ameng these
three phiases.

XV, 4~H All Stars




The ALl Stars are not actively erganized in Princess Anne, but
the hold meetings whenever necessary, They help a great deal with
the various activities in the 4<H Club program, The activities which
they attend and plan to help with arve:

Nemination of New All Stars

Share~the~Fun Program

Opening night vespers at Comservation Camp
4=H Camp and Short Course

District All Star Weekend at Camp Farrar
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