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Advocacy coalitions to build participatory
processes in the Altiplano: increasing
human capacities to adapt to change

Cecilia Turin

\iore thin 30 _r.irrs of dc'clopmc.t inter!ention! hare noi l€d nr a d..linc
hr natural resources dcgradirlion or a re.lucti(llirl po!ert-v for the indiit.noLrs
Alin.ra .onnnunltlrs ..siding in !h. Altiplano ol And€arl So!th,\meri.a. Thc
lack ol genuine partlcipilio. if policl prrce$e\ and top dorrrl development
interyentions arc major.ortribulors kr the\e |oor remlts. ln address sone
of these chillerges th( LS,\ll)- !rdccl sustairable Agriculture .rrd r'at!ral
Resoxr.es l,linagemcf t aollaborali!. Research Sufport |rogram (Sr\\RlN1
Cl{51') launched a proi..t in partr$5hip rlith se\cral regio al arrll natioital
institlrtions in the lndes in lunc 2006 c.titled 'Aclapting to (lhange n]
ihe Andes: l\actices nnd Strltegies 1{r Addrcs\ alimate.rn.L \lirlet Rj\ks nr
\xhrerable .\Sro lcosysterni (\aldlvlil ct al., 200{t). 1\brling \!ith Ayrnari
cor\nnuritie\ in Boliyia and |erLr. llrc projc.t aims nr contribute to th."
rcdtrction ol vulnerabilit], lood nrsecurlty and natltrel renrr.es degraciitnrn
rhrrugh partic4iatov actiol.e\ear.h ard adlocac,r eptroi(he1.

I. order t{) achieve this, ti!e \pe.inr obj1:.litci tlcre i.tentlfied: 1l de\elq)
a 5hnrcd u.dcAtanding ol the Altiplano e.oslslcm; 2l ndtrstand hoif
llrcllhood stratcgits are cleveloped nr responsc to larln$ |trctttio.sr 3) link
lo.nl and nc( knorLledge f(r natural resoLrr.es nirrag.mcft;;11 it.tase
hLrman capaciiics across |rople llrrrners, r€\ear.h€rs, dcvclopnrrnt agent\],
comnnrnities {rrrirl.ommunitlc5, unn ersitie\, NaOsl. disciPlircs {bjoPh!sical,
rocial sciences)irnd .oLrnlrlcs (lcN, !oli\i.t, LS)iand 5 a5sist colnmu.itics tl)
d€lelop nrategles r\,irh lo.al institutio \ that contribule to rcsllicr.c

A re\earch nethodolos r\,.s clc!elope.l based on the 'Cornnmnil)
(lapital framework' (CC-!) ind Ad\ocrc\ (loaliiion\ lramel\'ork' (,\CI).
Both approaches are dilferent ilonr thole tirat have alreldv been tri.d iJl
the Alti ano. lhis conblned mcihodoLog! e rphasizes .LrltLrral, hulnan,
yrcial ancl political .apital as kel mbjlcts nr be considered, recognlzing thc
inrpoltance of lr€itrg in a parti.Lrllr socio{rltural arrd en\'lronrnental .ontert
Thc CCI c(rrsid€r\ selen folns of.ipital: nrturl .ultural, h! .r1 social,
politi.al iinancial ancl phvsi.al. .\pplicatiof of thi\ .lpproach \llor,ed thlt in
thc pist m.st de\elop ent interrerltlors ircrc tircused on building naiural.
inrn.ial and phv\icdl .apital rather lha. .rLltlnal, hunrarr, social anci politlcJl
cepital, shirhlrredre ain (rength: oi thts('ancient Allnara co nnuniti€s.

The AllF ifa\ en\rl.r!ed to nudy and 1o u.dustand the relitiorrshif\ a ro g
rct(tr\ a! dllTerent le\els nnd sectors arou.d natlralreJo r(es rianasenr€nt
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lssues (Femardcz laca, 200.t1. It ls bascd on (aleholder analrsis. whtch aims
to underna.d the positions ol dillcrcnt social.ctdt on a spccific issue over
tine. A(lI co n sists of the lonnati or o I 'advo.i c_r. .oalltion s' arlonit kev artoA
and anrong i.stltrtion! with the sanrc aim, to !.ncouragettrem toffort together
toward common goals. Durirg tni5 proccx criternal an.l inrrrnrl linlase\ are
strengthe.cd through bonding andbridging/ thus increasing thc social.apitat
ilrs e and oLrt\id€ the comnunit\'. Al thc same tine this process illcreases
commlr.i.atlon bet\Leen ker aclors. rnablishiirg a tifoirir! diabSue rtrat
alldlr parli.ip.nts ol advoca.r roalltions to a..e$ .livcln rcs.nrrcer. Drai.tv
nformation and kDo$le.]ge. Thi5 r.c€ss to inl(nnration and lnowledge
emporftr5 kc_\' actoL, l6teri.g actlvr participatlo. ir lhc de.i\idr maki.g
an.i pollcy-m.ling p()cess around issues ol concern to th€ cor'nnuniti, and
th t i.crcasing political .api!al. lhe redi\tdbuti{in oI porler lrmDg ac[ors
\trenglhcns ad\ocac\ coali!jofs and cha gei occur duc to lavouing ot orc
belict srnein o\er a.oth$ rlcmir der Baca 20il.1,Itom €t al., 2006t.

AaI has been e5|eciallr useiul irr atural reiource manageme.L polcies
nr nnny countric5. I. lcuirdor for eramplc ACF rra\ u\ect to hrtp rurat
corurLrnities to.cgo!jatc rrith the governmcnL and niring enrcrprise\ to
ha!€ lnore p.trticlpitjon in the go\ ernance ol an impo.iant bio-rcscrre (ttord
ct al., 2006). Thc r\CI in the Altiplano rcgio. is provjcllng ncir inskhrs to
improve the lmtact ol r.se.rch ancl delelotmcft int€rvelti{ris or.dirptarnm
1C) .llrnatjc and cconornic changc. 1\:. cxp.cr the A(tF to tc.d 1(] re.Luced
iLrlnerabllit\ rnd Lncrensed enrircnmcflal .onse.vation llrrough a ph.e*
b! hich l]\,elihood strategie\ are dcrclopcd through incrcas€d comrnunirv
ag€nc_v.

Farmers' movements and the struggle for
food sovereignty in Latin America
Maria Arce Moreira and Patrrck M. Mulvanv

Towards food sovereignty

Throughout Latin Ameica rhci!. i\ an actile proccss ot.liscussion.nd
frotrotbn oi lh€ prin.it)les oi fDod solereig.t\ often conrptcnrcntirr\ to
lhe asroecological mo\eDrent and those irnohcd in can\raigns agair)lt nee
lrlde agreemcnts ancl genetic cngineeiirrg (\{indfrlu arll:tlonirn. 200s: \:ia
aaq)e\i.a 19961. lhe lroposed '.orlicl{r of nrod $!erctqnt_!, nretchirg
lrom l.uador t hrough leN ro llolivia, a\ llell as pa rs ot cen L rat .\ el]ca, san
cxampLe oi cliolts bv cnil socief tu generatc dcbate and i.flLren(e .atiofal
and local |oli.ies oyer locel control ol nx).l r\'ncms.


