








falifax C t 3 in Som Virginia bordered on the
o

south by North Caroli: st by Pitt

ylvania, on the north by
mpbell, e east by cklenburg, County. The climate condition
here is rather mild X . since the county does not have
extreme weather cor ions his i uite favorable to a wide
variety of crops and
Halifax County is 1 i 1 .1 tobacco belt where flue cured
@ tobacco is the princ sh erop, about SO% of the total cash farm re-
ceipts come from tobac Therefore, the welfare of the people from year
to year i reatly influence b he , or fallure of the tobacco
erop, and the standard of livi fluc ¢ with the price of this one

crop. Py

® The people here ! f producing tobadco as their omnly

money r‘:‘f” for 3 have learned to like the idea of depend-

ing or ',c!asf'o pir k ¥ y are reluctant to try out

or enler other enterprises that are just as well adopted to county

success as tobacco. few farmers, however, are engaged in production

of peaches, grapes, and dairy products. At the prejent time Halifax County

is on the upvard trend in beef cattle farming. Ve already have some very
good quality beef herds o izable numbers per herd that have been established
within the last year, T ore, e county farmers are making

progreas in the dir & balance farming program where-by they will
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ture Demonstrators received their

a cooperative spirit,
lping hand for calling
; with demonstrations, serving

the advancement of e extention

composed of all the officers

This organizatior
ariou nmty. The council met twice
formulating the entire 4-H club

rt of April's meeting in

nNews paper.

a price squrese on cattle,
feod, high production cost and

se for his cattle.

ry weathe xitions over the past two years have

caused shorter grazing periods, decreased feed supplies and

made cattle gain other products produce more costly.

ur to scrateh the surface with

respect to gras farming. They are learning more about




pastures and how to appreciate them from a standpoint

soil

conservation as well as the production of meat and other
products.

There is still the problem of poor management and over
razing.

Few farmers had adguate graszing for his own livestock.

There was some evidence of ladine elover thinning out
due to the dpought, overgraz ng, insects and diseases. This
is further evidence that we need to know more about pasture
management.

Tt requires about 450 man hours to produce an acre of

and most farmers devote too much of their time to

totacco to do a good job of grass crops on the farm. Of
course, we now have plenty of modern farm machinery om most
farms to do good M e rming, However, the farmer is
frequently s of cash when pasture seeding time comes
around, s » is already producing the tobacco on borrow=-
ed money the FHA, PCA, or some other loan. The farmer
s 80 many competing wants and needs many times he

to spend the money for the purpose for which

the loan was made, even if it was for pasture daprovesent.

Jeeding permanent and winter pasturcs come at the peak
season for harvesting and sorting tobacco. This places a
hardship on the farmer, or his farm friemd who does custom
work during slack seasons.

Pasture and cattle are new enterprises for this county,




that are on the upward trend and the climate and soil cone
ditions are unusually favorable for both.

BJECTIVES:

2

To develope within the farmer's mind a conciousness of

f source of new cash income

the need of ette st a

and as a 1 s of ¢t soil management. Teach him how to

marxet grass.

better pasture management with respect to

ing topdreseing and developing a pasture or

adequate to feed and graze all year round.
by using good pasture demonstrations on average

farms under average conditions.

© increase the number of improved pastures in the Count

To get our farme pasture minded, we used circular letters, radio

broadcast, pasture leaflets, and newspaper articles, With the use of these

teaching alds we tried to carry the pasture program to all of our comm-

We remind-

unity leaders and as many of our county farmers as possible.

to topdress old ones, we emphasized

ed them in time to seed new pasture or
’

the impewtance of good management, good seed, and the need for a pasture

program built around the number of head of liwestock kept on the farm.

Through each of these medium of contact just mentioned, we gave brief

methods of getting the job done according to the latest experiment

constant reappearing of this pasture

reccommendations. Through the

program stimulus to one or the other of the five senses of our farm




pasture minded response, which will finally
yement of mo improved pastures in the County.
our community elut jiscussed with leaders and
club members all of ions necessary to establish amd maintain
a pasture program. I n these communities that most of our pasture

demcnstrations are ) r 3 gives us a better advantage to sell

farmers wvho have seen their

getting 223 farmers out to see
our demonstrations 5t 8 R. Epperson, Ass. Extention
Agronomist, 5 d 1 ) iemonstrations during the
two day tour. During this tour many phases of the pasture program was
studied and discussed wit our county farmers.
D. RESULTS:

Improved pastures in Halifax County now have def initely become a
part of the pattern of farming in atleast five of the eight magesterial
districts. e have made a strong effort to get away from patches of

ieve. ope pasture + {11 feed all of the livestock on
arm. During the month of March this year visits were

he smallest of which was 24 acres

Toward the latter part of March

affording as much grazing as many average pastures

During a normal year these demonstrations pastures Just
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controlled. Pe als ed g rmancos and pegularit-
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to go in Qbr contour strip cropping 1 soil improvement practices

eed and increased
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P ,,‘r,: '_"",‘."n of
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excellent 1o < ional purposes in future years.
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These farms were used
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year we had 2 me : nservaticn plans and a good many more
to adopt the t - : heir tobacco land under the soil con=-
servation instead of self made furrows previously used.
a
There are no more farmers carrying soil comservation plans
° o
Qunder the supervis of our 1 ] il conservstionist. We now notice
that most of our improved 1 yeing seeded on hilly land that is
ltivation. This is in
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ly on lespadeza for their hay crop.

ns often causes lespadeza to make low
hay crop short.

be seeded with the lespsdeza crop=-

ficient cover crops for winter
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w & early hay crop for drought
permanent gra cover
i Legume .

lespadeza crop.
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"
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f alfalfa on such farms would

pasture, livestock and other




year we r r wse conditions to our farmers

alfalfa, more red clover, and tall

hey would provide themse.ves with and early

needs without depending on lesp-
seeded with lespadesa
because we would
have @ithar orchard gra I T ) the xture instead of an all
weed mixture.
farmers through circular

nd througt

alfa. Many farmers
ture as an early hay
their tobacco
ng and soll protect-
solls are going into

pasture sho b § g 1 fo 1 farms where pasture is




bettar r eo production.

irage

to receive better

vement demonstrations and one manage-
vas conducted to teach farmers the
wood, fenoce post, pulp wood, or

thinning and thinning demonstrations were

‘.e'.‘ on the farms of M tner Virgilinia, Va. and Mr. Arthur Logmn

of Route 1, \ I and fence post treating demon-

farm of Route 1, Nathalie, Va..

strations w
snded these three demonstrat-

B. Lyons, Asa. Extention Forester

h these farmers in the woods, giving

them practice runs or hat uld be thinned or cut and on
those trees which s! 1 : vhy. We showed forestry films on

logging methods, i prevent! ¥l management practices. Every efort

i

was made to teach the i o do a better job in oaring for his foreste




wlaEn

through conservation and good management.
D. RESULT:
[ ] ° e . .
During this year several farmers have had their timber measured and

marked by the Virginia Forest Service. Many other farmers are saving sawed

loge for timber, and using the 19pe for fuel wood when clearing plant beds

%‘ when clearing other wooded

HOG PRODUCTI ON

Cattle numbers are up and cattle prices are cheap. Hog
P F

good 818 to $22 per cwt.

ave a good livestock market.

s and fence for pasturing meat a
stil nadequate.

irain supplies are short on most farms, this limiting
the production of market hogs.

Nobody is anticipating a sudden shift from tobacce to
because farmers do not heve the know how of live-

stock production.

livestoe

tle on pasture and cheap home grown feed,
ijer margin of profit, by cutting production cost

sh ten good herdes of beef cattle.
started on pasture.

land for cattle production.

This year we held one le ar pasture demonstration on the farm
of Mr. Turbevil Mr. « Williamson, Ass. Ext.
".:vrArnry::r.A VFT, conducted thi iemonstration and d!scussed some

basic requirements for successful beef cattle farming. Mr. C. C. Mast

sture meetings and discussed
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAM PLANNING Interpretation
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAM PLANNING
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CROPS - Production and Marketing—Interpre
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CROPS - Production and Marketing
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LIVESTOCK - Production and Marketing @
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MARKETING DISTRIBUTION AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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MARKETING, DISTRIBUTION, AND FARM AND HOME SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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AND WILDLIFE —Interpretation
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, FORESTRY, AND WILDLIFE
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=
PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS - Interpretatior

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM BUSINESS
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FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT < Interprotation

FARM BUILDINGS AND MECHANICAL EQUIFPMENT
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Q
THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND D\H‘\ll\l Interpretation
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

dor all phases of the estension program
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HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING -~ Interpretation ()

HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING




FOODS AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE, AND SAFETY —Interpretation

FOODS AND NUTRITION, HEALTH, FAMILY LIFE. AND SAFETY




COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS —Interpretation
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB PROJECTS—Interpretation

Note that pasture |




SUMMARY OF 4 H CLUB PROJECTS
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4 H CLUB MEMBERSHIP—Interpretation




CLUB MEMBERSHIP




WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN - Inte

WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
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MISCELLANEOUS  Interpretation

on s

farm.  Control of insects

e farm i Lo be reported in subitem
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SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES —Interg
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES
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YOUR ANNUAL REPORT

General Directions

The Statistical Report

The Narrative Report
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