6/7/2021 Conventions coming back to Indianapolis after COVID-19 panemic shutdown
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CONVENTION BUSINESS BOUNCING BACK
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That business is on our books starting in 2021 until 2031, and so there is a hunger
among event organizers, major sporting events, corporations, major associations
coast-to-coast picking up the phone and prospecting cities and theyre picking Indy

because of that track record.”

That track record shows Indianapolis hosted 50 live events and 230,000 visitors in
the last year as the convention industry slowly recovered while the tourism trade

overall slumped across the country due to pandemic restrictions.

“We're getting new bookings that have never considered Indianapolis for a couple
different reasons,” said Gahl. “One, the proof of concept that we can bring people
safely into the city and meet in a meaningful way. Two is the fact that March
Madness did cast a light on Indianapolis in a positive way. We know that there was
more than $25 million worth of media exposure about Indianapolis as a host city

inevitably has turned convention planners’ attention to Indianapolis.

Gahl said one of those convention planners made the recent decision to pick
Indianapolis over Orlando for a 2022 conference partially based on the coverage the

city received during the just passed NCAA Mens Basketball Tournament.

During the last good year for the convention and visitor business in Indianapolis,
2019 tourism spending had a $5.6 billion economic impact locally and employed
83,000 people.

A volleyball tournament attracted 15,000 participants and observers to all eleven
exhibition halls of the Indiana Convention Center this past weekend and in the
coming weeks, Visit Indy will launch its “Find Your Pace” ad campaign in markets

throughout the Midwest region to encourage weekend visitors looking to get out ”_ -
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safety upgrades. Visit Indy could take those facts, that we're closed, that we're
keeping it sealed off and safe, as we look back, that $7 million investment in new
health and safety upgrades inside that building was a key calling card, a key message
that we used to invite these conventions to come back inside to test the grounds of
Indianapolis for their meetings and convention, each one of them a proof of concept

ultimately giving confidence to our friends here in Indianapolis and at the NCAA”

Despite the pandemic, construction continued on several new downtown hotels and
expansion plans for the convention center and headquarters hotel on the Pan Am

Plaza site moved forward.

“We're seeing more and more lights flicker on in businesses, attractions, hotels, they
might have turned their lights on in time for March Madness but had a question
mark whether they could sustain,” said Gahl. “We know that many of our restaurants,
because they're back online, are seeking workers to come and help with shifts
because there’s that demand, and as we emerge from the pandemic, there’s not only

convention tourism, there’s leisure tourism.”

The lights are slowly coming back on at the former Ram Restaurant now taken over

by Goodwood Brewing and Spirits at 140 South Illinois Street.

“Indianapolis has always been a progressive city, very business-friendly city,” said
Goodwood Chairman & CEO Ted Mitzlaff. “Not only do we have convention
business, you've got Lucas Oil Stadium, you've got basketball, all within a stone’s
throw from here. It's a great town, it’s a great mix of local support with a

tremendous amount of tourism.”

Mitzlaff said he expects to hire 80 people to staff the restaurant’s opening day on

- 1 —_—
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Mitzlaff operates three Goodwood restaurants in Kentucky.

I asked him who he would cheer for should UK play IU at Bankers Life Fieldhouse

next season.

“I'll pull for whoever’s drinking the most beer,” he said. “I'm a Louisville fan, so it’s all

good to me.”

Suggest a Correction
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6/7/2021 Conventions coming back to Indianapolis after COVID-19 panemic shutdown
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‘It seems like the right time': Fully-vaccinated employees return to Cummins HQ
in pilot test

by Justin Kollar / Jun 7, 2021
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Indiana tax revenue surpasses projections for May
despite slight growth in open jobs

Carbon dioxide levels hit 50% higher than
preindustrial time

Indianapolis distributes $1M in COVID education and
vaccination grants

Conventions coming back to Indianapolis after COVID-19 panemic shutdown

France fines Google for abusing ‘dominant’ ads
position

Indianapolis records show hundreds of emergency
calls to east side motel

Justice Department recovers $2.3 million from
Colonial Pipeline ransomware attack
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6/7/2021 Conventions coming back to Indianapolis after COVID-19 panemic shutdown

Son of longtime IMPD otfficer among 5 people shot to Florida runner TJ Holmes hoping to earn spot on

death over the weekend in Indy Olympic team after missing out in 2016
Apple’s FaceTime heading to Android, Windows 10 Digital driver's licenses coming to Wallet on iPhone
devices

Read more stories —

MORE STORIES

Silver Alert: Police seeking information on missing Carmel police locate missing 2-year-old boy
Elkhart teen
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6/7/2021 Conventions coming back to Indianapolis after COVID-19 panemic shutdown

AMLO to carry on populist agenda despite losing FDA approves first Alzheimer's drug in nearly 20
seats; Chihuahua favors PAN but Juarez opts for years despite controversy
MORENA

Read more stories —

MOST POPULAR

@ Son of longtime IMPD officer among 5 people shot to death over the weekend in Indy

@ City-County Council votes to relax COVID rules in Marion County

@ Indianapolis records show hundreds of emergency calls to east side motel

@ Fastest-growing counties in Indiana

@ IMPD: 1 dead, 1 wounded in east side shooting
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LATEST NEWS

Indianapolis leaders hope to prevent shootings through safety meetings for
people most at risk of violence

Indianapolis Area Crime / 9 mins ago
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Politics / 52 mins ago

‘Do not come’: VP Harris seeks ‘hope at home’ for Guatemalans

Politics / 3 hours ago

Canadian police say Muslim family targeted by deadly attack

National and World / 3 hours ago

Indiana tax revenue surpasses projections for May despite slight growth in open jobs

IN Focus: Indiana Politics / 4 hours ago

More News —
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