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event, The Chamber iz the sponsor and this agent serves as wanager,
Frederickshurg Agricultural Fair - This scent secures judges for

the various agriculture departients and encours es county {armers
and 4= neuhars to participete snd exhibit,

Froderick b g Chamber of Commerce - The sagent 1s a member of the
Agriculture Lommittee, This group helps plan and suppert agriculture
sctivities in Fredericisburg snd gurrounding counties,

Stafford Farm Murcau - Memborship of 135 with active agricultural

ocomuittee that requests considerable sssistance from the ocounty agent,

This group helped pay expense of boys to the tate L-il Short Course.

The Farm Buresu is also a sponsor of IFIE,

Stafford Ruriten Club « Membership of sbout 25, has good agricultural
program during the yesr, Also, the Ruritan Club serves as co=sponsor
of our comsunity improvement prosrea,

Commmunity Improvement Lesgues = The Fxtensien Service joins with the
Ruritan Club in sponscring these clubs, Ther: are now five ani they
are very very sctive within their commnities and county., One of

the clubs, Hartwood, is alsc a eponse~ of the IFYE project.




in dealing with indiv'dual requests,
Many of the setivities und problems worked on are lons standing ae
outlined in the Lony=tive Five Year Plan of Work, By vorking on speeifiec
phases in cne year it 1s felt that nore progress csn be mede, Other
phases msy be vorked on in the coming year,
Due to the fuct that the Stafford County Agent's office is located
in Fredericksburg rather than st the county seat it is only natursl thet
assistance is soustt on & mumber of area sctivities vhich take place in
Fredericksburg, This sgent neturally assumes much of the puidance and
educationsl work connected wvith these organizetions and progreme., Some
of the activities ares
Fredericks'ury Artificial Sreeding Associstion - Office in Fredericks-
burg and technician resiles in Spotsylvenis servin,; mainly Spotsylven'a
and Stafford Counties.
This agent hes begun a new term serving as secretary of the Trie
County Scil Concerwvation Dstrict,
Dairy Herd Improvement Associstion - Office in Spotsylvania County,
Two Stafford dsiryren are nenbers,
Fredericks'ury Feedor Calf Sale - An extremely well-run farmere
managed orgunization with all srea county agents gulding snd as-
sisting.

E. Tidevater Beef Cettle Associstion - This assoclation sponsors our
fat csttle sales and the yearling sele., A Stafford County farmer

heads the organization, (The president is H., R, Greenlaw.)
F. Fredericksburg Junior Fet Livestock Show and Sale - This agent works

closely with the Frodericksburg Ohamber of Cosmerce in planning this

e)e




Speeisl essistence was ~iven in the following weyms:

1. Served e ex=officio masber on the county ASC Coumittee and

gave 883l tance tc indivi ual farmers on the program, Ene
oursged more farmors teo participste, This apent helped to
spread the vord on whet ACP had to of fer throush personal
contacts, news articles snd redio,

This agent wvorked with the Soil Conservation Service teche
nician in preparing many of the farm plems in the county,
Close liaison was kept with the Virginia Forestry Sorvice
representative, lle assisted with Ll tree planting projects
end vith redio broedcasts,

The a;ent assisted the game warden in distributing wildlife
seed mixtures to 4=l mesbers., The sgent also served sa Judpe
on scorins wildlife patches, Seven (el boys entored the cone
test sponsored by the Isssc-¥ulton Lesgue, Some 35 boys
planted wildlife food plots.

The FHA Office serving the Fredericksury area is located

in Culpeper, The e ent refe-r~d intervsted persons to the
Culpeper Office and discussed cases with the representative
of FHA on several oceasions,

Secured Extension Specdalists for progrem assistance for

Stafford Ruriten Club and Staf ord Farm Buresu,

Progrems and activitles reported on are just a part of the tasks

worked on by the County Agent's Office. Considersble time is consumed
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VII, Public Relstions & Vork with Other Agencies
A, Materials Handling Ferm Tour
Interest in materials handling equipment was called to the
attention of the sgent by our locel power supplier and the

Southern Statss Co-Op. The comuittee met to consider the activity,

This resulted in plans for & three-county materials hendling tour
to be held on November 30th and to be sponsored jointly by the
Exte.sion Service, Virginia Kleetric & Power Company, ani the
Southern Statos Cooperative, Stops in Stafford include: Silver
Brothers ~ Hay drying, mechenical hay handling, feed grinding and
handling; hnter Creenlaw's - Spring and seep develcpment, grain
drying and grain rternge,

Two Extension Agricultursl Engineers will assist with the
tour,

Final results cemnot be reported at this writing but will
be eredited to the coming year's report.
Working with Other Ayencies

Close working relstions were experienced with the following
other agricultural agencies and orgenisations:

agcoclog Cresnlzationa
ASC Stafford Form Buresu

$cs Stafford Ruritan Club
Fredericksburg Artificial
Breeding Associ tion
Frederickoburg DK I.A,
Sredit Tri-County S0il Conservatiom

Formers Home Admin, District
Production Gredit Vocitional Agriculture group

Forestry

Geme W rdem




dinner was held in May. The contest year runs from April through

March of the following year,

Prizes were awvarded to the following three commmity leaguess

First « North 3tafford
Seoond « Hartwood
Third « Ramoth
Tho agent assisted end attended meetin s of the commmity improvee
ment leagues upon request from the group. Specialists and other pro=-

fessionel ussistince were secured for pro rams on seversl occasions.

Farm and Home Development

Three farmers wore assisted under the sgricultural phase of this
program during the year, One previously enrolled but dropped was further
assisted,

Planning and Management of the ferm was used as the besis for the
Farm an! Home Development program, One of the participating farmers
has heen active in the IM Records Program during the ysar, Using a
VPI plan he has comstructed an a’‘dition to a 1200 bird laying unit,

a disposal pit, added en egr vasher, grading equipment, completed a
new home, installed tile drainage and made considersble procress
during the year, Mr, Loope from the Economics Depertment assisted him
in the records anslysis for the past year,

Intensive vork with farm families hes & place in the Extensiom
Program, (reat sssistance can be rendered to these fandlics even
though they are not spot-lighted as being in the Farm and Home Develop=
mont Progrem,

The pro ram requires a lot of the agent's time and specialist help

to get any degree of change,




service, improved fmmming and livestock production, and nany others

such as providing transportation for sedical petients to and from treate
ment centers, avarding Ll camp scholarships and giving food and clothing
to needy and burned-out fasmdlies throughout the yesr,

These groups are an active and important part of the Extension
Progrem in the county,

The county Agua Po recreation and swimning area was o fered te
the commmmity Luprovement leagues for mansgecent consilerstion. After
much discussion interested leagues (four) deeided to set up a twelve
member boerd of directors for administering Aqua Po reereation facili-
ties, Aqua Po is now a corporastiom, A meanager ves hired and the ocanp
was opened on May 30, 1960, and offered bathing and picnicing facilities
for the season, The area vas much improved and was well received hy
the people of Stafford county, Additional improvements are being
planned for next yesr, The Extension Arents assisted the leagues in
the organizetion of Aqua Po, in setting up the eharter snd incorporation
procedures.

Comramity Improvement clubs in Stafford Coumty are t e medium
through which a ;reat deal of valusble work is introduced and accomp=
1lished, Projects carried by these groupe include arriculture end
homemaking activities, as well as those of a civie nature,

Each club sets nwp its own programs for the year, The Stafford
Ruritan Club sponsors the judging progrem and invites representatives
of the leajues to a dinner meeting at vhich time the winners are an-
nounced and prices ewarded,

The past year's juiging was conducted in April and the avards




An Bxchangee from Fairfax County presented an interesting pro=

grem in the county,
7. Bvaluation

The leck of adult leaders and interest of perents in the 4eH
progrem are obstacles vhich must be overcome in order to develop a
stronger 4= prosram in the county, The rajority of the 4-H boys
cannot carry agriculturaletype projects becsuse they do not live
on farus,

County Council weetings and other activitics vere not attenied
vory well, Lick of transportation may be a prohlem for some,

The group project approach seens to be most ofective with the
work completed at the close of the sechool year,

Younger ne bers are interested in short-time projects. Older
wenbers in the eighth grade and high school fit 4~ into activity
pericd., Time end scheduling are problems vhem working under this
system, The large school enrollment and erowded conditions are
likewvise a hindrance to the /(=H progrsm,

The "Share the Fun" and Achievement Progrem ves the most suoe
cesgful county-wide activity tried this yesr., The sttendance wvas
approxi-ately 200,

V. Cowamity Improvenent Leagues
The five organized commmity improvement leajues have been active
in the following projects: Roadside clean-up and beeutificstiomn, youth
recroction, county heelth irives, vacation bMble schools, the develop=
nent of recrestional areas, home grounds beesutification, providing

facilities an! equipment for the fire department, improved telephcne
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Robert Harris wus first place winner in the electriec project
in the county and attended the Electric Congress in Richmond, This
agent attended, also.
4=l Participation in Frederickshurg Fair

The County Council entered an educational display in the Fair,
The exhibit took a fourth place award, In sddition, the boys exhibited

4=l chein hogs, baly beeves, feeder steers and poultry chain projects.

Crop, poultry and rarden produce were also entered,
Internationsl Farm Youth Exchange Progrem

An interested L-H nember indicated the desire to participate in
the IFYE program. The Extension Agents made arrsncements for a
meeting of interested persens end sroupe at vhich time information
on this ectivity could be passed on to them, A mewber of the 4eil
State Club Department, Geerge Russell, also assisted, A comittee
consisting of Mrs, Ruth Harris, Chairuan; Elinor Dickinsen, Seceretary,
and Gordon Byram, Treasurer, were selected to heed up the program,
The group contscted interested civic and farm orgenisetions, The
Stafford County Farm Buresu decided to act as sponsor with the help
and support of other county organisstions, Wilson (reoenlaw made ap=
plication for participation in the prograsm. To date final selection
has not been announced,

This ectivity has created consilerable interest and support

amons county organizations.




trained,

Jumes Willlsrs participsted in the District Trecter Operator's
Progrem and received a red sward,

Reymond Tolson and Gerland Shackelferd participeted in the
d4strict sheep shearing contest,

Gerlané Shackelford, Tommy Fisher and Bobby Greenlaw entered
the district livestock judging contest,

County medals were averded to the following boys:

FOHESTRY « Philip Willianse

LEADERSHIP « Charles Garrisem, Jr.

Janes Haga

SAFETY
SWINE

Charles Gerrisen, Jr.
Bobby Terry
Gary Brannon

Hunter (reenlaw, Jr.
Michsel Randall

Janes Herbert Griffis
Pet Bubrey

Gary Newton

Michael Teter

John Embrey

Towy Cropp
Garland Shackelford
Lerry Fisher

Raymond Tolson
Raywond Tolson

Larry Fisher
Tomyy Fisher




Calves « larry Fisher
« Tommy Fisher
« Raymond Tolsen
- Chuck Tolson
Hops = Toumy Cropp
« Tomy Fisher
« Larry Fisher
« Michael Tedder
« Bobby Greenlaw
Priges were avarded for plaeing, showmanship and fitting. The
Grand Champion animel was shown by Herrisen Greenlsw and he also
was riven the "best fitted" awerd. The "showsanship® award went
to Hunter Greenlaw, Jr, Hunter Groenlaw, Jr., also, had the
best single and best pen of market hogs.
Animsls wvere in good condition and seld to advantage,
The Stafford County Agent served ss manager of the event,
Seara, Roebuck /=i Poultry Chain
Stafford and Spotasylvania started a joint peultry chain
during the yesr. Baby chicks were pluced with the boys in April
with opticn to pay costs when the pullets began producing.
Three Stafford boys enrolled., They weres
Bobly Terry « New Hampshire, straighterun
Gary Brannon « New Hampshire, straight-run
Charles Garrison - Leghorn,
ﬂuwojoctpmodtcbomcuuﬁdndphuurttoup-ndit
in the future,
4o 4=l Juiging and Contests
A Lend Apprecistion tesm consisting of Walker Dent, James
Hmi-,laymd‘rolmndmormhvphcd first in the

district land appreciation program held at Culpeper and them

entored the state contest. Other ineligible members were also
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Members, also, mey carry additicnal projects if they desire, Proj-
ects were campleted by the May 4=l meetin: insofar as possible to
conforn to the school yeer,

Each club planned its own programs for the meetings., Clube

were snocuraged to heve at least four prosrums during the yesr,

The agent assisted with and encoursged ,\-H demonstrstions as part

of the program, Project work wes discussed at each meeting., Home

visits vere nade to agaist and suparvise projects ss needed,

Speciel /(- Projects
1, Sears, Noehuck L~ Pig Chain
8ix boys were enrolled with Hempshire gilts, Projects

were scored in the field and the following awards were mades

First Handolph Neach
‘acond Millip Eabrey
Third Ralph Shifflett
Fourth Wealker Denmt
Fifth Eddie English
Sixth Gregory Glenmn
The chain wes not as successful this yeer es last, Two of the
gilts would not breed,
2. Mredericksturg Junior Fat Show and Sele
This event was open to 4 and FFA menbers in the counties
surrounding Fredericksturg, The show wes held on April 7th st
the Livestock Auction Varket with the Fredericksimrg Chamber of
Commerce scrving as sponsor. Some nineteen baby beeves and 60
fet ho;s vere exhibited and sold, Stafford's entries vere as
followss

Calves = Hunter Greenlsw, Jr,
Harrison Creenlaw
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B, Annuel Achievenent Prosram
The Stafford "Shere the Fun® an! Achievement Prosrum wes held
on November 16th with spproximstely 200 in sttendance, Twenty talent
acts vere entered with the following winners:
Dence = K:thleen Rude, Stafford Elem, 4
Comedy « Aria Burnett, Stafford H.8, 4(-H
Music = Petricia Duffey, Stafford H, 8, 4(-H
Drasatic - Chuck Garrison and Reymond Tolson,
Stafford High School 4
The Stafford High School boys' club received the sward for having
the largest percents e of wembers present. Forty-two percent vere
in attenlance,
The Ferry Farus Club, also, was awarded the trophy for being
the outstanding ecludb during the past yeer,
County nedsls were awverded by the Home Demonstrution Asent and

the County A ent to boys and girls for cutstanding project werk,

Organization end Project Work

Eleven 4=l clubs were conducted in six schools, Esch elub had
elocted officers, and each club carried a group project for the year,
Group projects were:

Wildlife New lope
Ferry Furms, 4th & 5th

Forest Ferry Farus, 6th & 7th
Apprecistion White Omk
Geri Melchers, 4th & 5th
Stafford Elem., Tth

»
Stafford Elem,, 4th & 5th

Entomolory Gari Melchers, 7th

Soll & Wster Stafford High School
Conservaticn

Home Grounds - Usri Melehers, 6th
Deautification- Stafford Elem., 6th
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(5) Mo clubs wet goel of 4=Hf club of ficers at cach County
Council Meeting, Eisht clubs had some representstion at
Couneil Meetin s during the year,

(6) Members from ten clubs attended camp, Boys attending 4=H
Camp at Janestown weres Phillip Barker, Bobby Blackburm,
Fred Blackturm, Tomay Blackburm, Michael Clerk, Dennis
Cooper, Robert Cox, Temmy Cropp, Pst Eubrey, Kenneth Fagan,
¥i1lian ¥ox, Jr,, Robert Kssh, Donsld Lembert, Dsnny Miller,
Glenn Newton, Rubin Noel, Charles Price, Malone Schooler,
Donald Satterfield, Jock Smith, Artie Verburg, Chip Worley,
Harrison (reenlaw and Kemneth Woyne Willians,

75 wenbers attended the county 4«ll Share the Fun and
Achleverent Procrem, A total of approximately 200 peocple,
including 4=H'ers, their psrents and frienls, sttended
this prosram,

8ix clubs had talent acts in the "Share the Fun" program

(8) Nine elubs msde displays for Netional 4eil Cludb Week,
These consisted of posters and speclal school displays.

(9) Six cluhe had 508 of their wembers attending a Rurel
Life Church Service,

(10) Pour clube had five project demonstrations during the

year, Five others had one or wore,

(11) Most clubs improved in the way their meetings were cone
ducted, however, further training is needed,

(12) A1l eleven clubs essisted with some local charity
drive,

Under this Achlevement Score plan each club could eamn 100
points, Ferry Ferms Club wes awarded firet plsce with 76 peints
end wus the recipient of a trophy.

The /=l Council wet twice during the yesr., The November neeting
was devoted to organisation, setting up the yeerbook vith objoctives,
plamning the Achlievement Prosrem, end officer treining., The May
meoting was devoted to planning swmer sctlivities including the

Short Course, Comp and the county fair exhindt,
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Stefford Rlem, 4th and 5th grode

President - Bobby Blackburn
Vice Prosident - Kim Doxey
Secrctary - Cotherine Lawrconee
Tremsurcr - Robert Green
Recreation Lorders -

Strfford Elem, £th grede

President - Crrolyn Perry

Vice President - Clorir Tyson

Secretery - Mery Plerce

Trcasurcr - Donne Cremer

Recreation Lerders - Richard Decetur ond
Susan Dent

Stofford Elem, 7th grade

Prcsident - Linde Greem

Vice President - Jarma Raines

Secretary - Pet West

Treasurer - Ross Decatur

Recrention lesdcrs - Bonnie Sears and
Cheryl Monroe

Stafford High School

President - Glorie Skinner

Vice President - Cheryl Knight

Secretary - Jene Brooks

Treasurer - Josephine Duffey

Recrestion leaders - Mery Inne Herris and
Cherlotte Boswell




1959-60 CLUB CFF]ICERS

Geri Melchers /th and 5th orrde pgirls

Presidont « Shirley Reowve

Vice President - Judy Gerland

Secretary - Carol Delano

Treasurer - Sendrn Jones

Recrertion - Bremda Eestridge, Bonnie Wyatt

Gori Melchers 4th sna Sth-grade Boys
Presidoent - John Snellincs
Vice P sident - Larry Hitt
Sceretary - Mickey Odhem
Treasurer - Knobby Whitteker
Recrention - Robert Hicks, Weync Hines

Geri Melchers éth grade girls

President - Sendra Jomes

Vice Fresident - Betsy MaoClerence

Sceretary - Linda Huffman

Treasurer - Phyllis= Cropp

Recrestion leaders - Esther Luton and Peggy
Howard

Gari Melchers 6th grade boys

President - Mickey Courtney

Vice President - Malone Schooler

Secretary - Rubin Noel

Troasurer - Alvin Fines

Recreation leaders - Floyd Curtis and Cecil
Way

Geri Melghers 7th grade girls

President - Donna Stone
Vice Prosident - Bonnio Burton
-- Becretary - Anne Courtney
Treasurer - Linda Courtney
Recreation Leaders - Vieuo Blankenship,
Cynthia Burton

Gari Mclchers 7th grade boys

President - Ronnie Silver

Vice President - Tommy Cropp

Secretary - Dennis Cooper

Trensurer - Emory Shover

Reerration leoeders - Glen Jenkins end Dougles Rose

Ferry Farme 4th rnd 5th grades

President - Chip Whorley

Viee Prosident - Catberine Scbastien

Sceretery - Llice Snellings

Trensurer - Rethe Harris

Recroation leaders - Cindy Covert and Brenda Feflin

Ferry Ferms éth and 7th gredes

President - Domnie Lembert

Vice President - Bobby Kesh

Secretary - Toni Pitts

Treesurer - Mortha Hall

Recreation Leaders - Joyco Grigsby and Pat Herris

New Hope

President - Delorcs Thomason

Vice President - Mildred Bellence

Secretary - Ellen Beville

Treasurer - Debbie Whittaker

Recreation lcaders - Glenn Newton and
Petricia Southworth

White Oak
Prosident - Peggy Boutchyerd
Vice President - Cerol Bullock
Secretary - Peggy Cox
Trecsurer - Harris Spindle
Recreetior leaders - Sheile Fines and Alice
Synan




4=H !chiovement Score Cord

Pos=ible
Points
I. Rocords Complotcd by Jume let T 3 I

Girls' projcct reeords 4

Boys' projcet records

Secrctary's book comploted

{ttendence Record

1007 mombers at emch moeting

4dding 2 new mombers during ycer

FTour club officers at cech County

Council Meeting

Five members attend 4-H Cemp, 2

points per member with 10 point
limit 10

%% members attond county 4-H

Telent and ‘chievement Program &

letivities

Club have 3 telent acts in county
program

Celebrate Netionsl 4-H Club Week

Heving 50% of members attond Rurel
Life Sundey Service

Program at 4-H Club Mectings

Hoving 5 projcct demonstrations
during the year

Having orderly business-like
mecting

Lssist with one or more local drives
(Merch of Dimes, Montel Heslth,
T.B., Cencer, etc.) 3




3. Bvaluetion

Attempts st orgenized programs in this field have met with
smell success., Most home end garden owmers do not recognize or
anticipate neels until an immediste problem presents itself, More
interest is spparent and better results are obained by working
with orpunized groups, such as, Commnity Inprovement Leaucs,
Ferm Pureau and 4=l clubs,

Due to the locstion of the Stafford County A-emt's office in
Frederickshurg requests sre received from city residents, Such
requests pertain to lawns, landscaping and gardening. These are
handled on an individual besis with no sttempt to an orpanized

approach,

IV, 4=H Club Work
A, 4=H Council
The 4-H County Couneil mskes its plan to conform to the school
yeer as clubs are organized in the fall with the opening of school.
Council objectives and plans ere set up and included in the
Stafford 4-il Yearbook which is put in the hands of every 4-il club

neuber, (A copy of the yesrbook can be found on the following page.)

This book was planned and outlined by a comittee of council mesbers.
The results of the =l Achievement Score Card, ss found in the

yearbook, are as followss

(1) 187 boys enrolled at the beginning of club year and
160 completed project work, or #5.5%

(2) 227 projects wers started and 195 completed, or 258
(3) Wine elubs completed snd turned in seeretery's hooks

(4) Meetin s vere sttended by better than 85% of seuers
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d, Pruning snd trsining

e, Lendscepe planning
Methods used and results

@, A program using the VPI Extension Specialists wes planned

in Mureh, Topies were to includes Seed bed preparation,

plant propagstion and eold frames., This progren had to

be cancelled because of a snow stomm,

One 1ty impr t league (North Stafford) spone
sored a progran on diseases and pests of ornamentals and
fruit treee using the County A-emt and J. O, Rowell and
R, H. Gruenhagen, 3tate Extension Specisnlists, Some 20
people attended.

Fifty home gardeners were sent monthly garden sug estions,
The esgent gave individual assistance on aspecific disecase
and insect comtrol problems. The radio and newspaper were
used to spotlishit recomeniations for common problems,
Monthly landscape notes were mailed to twenty persons.

The radic and press were used eight times to give timely
hints on gardening,

More home owners are submitting soil samples for testing
and are using the results as a guide in establishing their
lawns.

Problems in lawns and shrubs (dying or growing poorly) ree
quire conaiderable field work, By using the facilities of
the soils laboratory and plant disease laboratory st our

agriculture college we are often able to solve these

problems.




Some ten farms were completely planned by request,
4o Bvalustion
a. Hoptachlor-Fertilizer Mixtures were used on alfalfs with
good results, Other materials vere not as effective.
Working tiroush dealers and key farmers is effective, Many

dealers do not have facilities to handle large selection

of fertiliser analyses and seed varietics, As a result,

the most populsr are available.

Field tours and demonstretions are effective hut it is ine
ereasingly diffisult to get good sttendance, Mony farwmers
are on a partetine basis end their regular job comes first,
As o result the farm does not get top priority.

Crop ylelds for the year were average, Drought hurt some
grain ylelds (planting date was the determining facter), Soy-
bean yields were not as good as expected, Hay conditioners

and mechanical handling are gaining in popularity,

C. landscaping, Home Gardening and Homwe Fruit Production
Considerable information is sought by people in the oounty and

in Fredericksbury on gardening, howe fruit production and landscepe
gardening, Many of these pecple do not have much experience in the
field,
1, Problems and questions most oftem brousht to the county agent ares

a. Plant propagation and cold frame usage

b, Insect and disease control

¢, Seedin; snd care of lawns




f.

150 acres of alfelfa seeded, 500 scres of pasture seeded

eand 800 scres of pasture improved, The acreage seeded to

alfalfa in 1960 wasz larger then for the past seversl years,

Mass nedia plus farm visits were used to ive the latest
inscct control recommendaticns, Two eirculsrs vere sent
to alfelfs producers giving weevil control recosmendistions,
Information on residue problems was included,

Program in January included informetion on chemicel veed
control and informetion on inseot comtrel. Extonsion
Specislists participated in the program,

Reconmended veriety list was distributed to seed deslers,
professional vorkers and key farmers,

Esphasis on soil sampling was sccomplished by press, radie,
personal contacts and through the ASC office.

A ferm tour was conducted in November emphasizing materials
handling, preserving quality hay, rrain and silage, T.o
Stafford farm stops were included in the tour to demonstrate
edopted nethods.

Value of the twelve-month forsuge pro-rem was emphasized at
livestock and dairy meetings. The spent made furm visits
streassing the importance of an adequate forage program,
The agent worked closely with the ASC and SCS in prometing
good conservetion practices., A complete soll unalysis test
wes requested on all ACP practices, Most farmers accepted
the Extension Service recommendations on ACP practices. The

agent worked closely with SCS in econserwrtion planning of farms,
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Insect and disease control of fiell crops, esphesis on new
developments on control of alfalfa weevil
Increase scroace of per-anest covers including 1 proved pase
ture an’ alfelfs
Proper pasture management inecluding elippin., fertil!izstion,
lining and sometinme fencing
Grester use of soll testing service
Hecomize velue of tinely and proper harvesting of grein and
forare to 'mprove quality

Methods used and results

#, A soodefortilizer neeting was held !n January to educete our

deslers, professional agriculture workers, key fervers and

agronony coumittee on recommended varioties and amcunts of
seed an’ fertilizer, W, ¥, Lewis and H, L, Dunton of the
Extension Agronony Departsent assisted with the progrem, Some

tventy people sttended,

Farmers vere encoursged to consider the smonomy of high analye

sis fertilicers, Deslers vere encoursped to stock some, One
dealer now has facilities for spreadins strai ht meterial in
any retio desired,
Fertilizer usage for Stafford - Total 1009 tons with 41 tens
of 0=10=20, 25 tons of O=li=li, 30 tons of N=20=20, 22, tons
of 2=12=12, 43 tons of 3=lE=l8, 90 tons of 5=10-5, 448 tons
of 5=10=10, and 99 tens of 10-10-10,

¢. The railo, press and farm visits were used to encourage the

seedin: of lmproved pestures and logumes, Records indicate
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(3) Several lsryer producers have curtailed poultry oper-
stions consilerably,

(4) Yost of the poultrymen are now buying their entire feed
supply frow comiercial socurces, therefore, they operate
on very narrow profit mergin, Home mixing may aid in

cutting costs,

B, Agronony
1. Situation

Most of the cash cropping is done in the coastal plain aree
of the county near the Rappahannock River., The pladuont area
of the county is wore suitable for grassland type of agriculture
with cultiveted crops taking secondary role, Crop needs are
geared very closely to livestock snd dairy preduction in the
county,

Crops, in respect to screage, rank as follows:

Pasture = 15,307 Acres
Corn = 2,660 Acros
Hay = 5,113 Acres
Oats = 1,353 Acres
Soybeans 1,115 Acres
wheat 1,083 Acres
Barley 527 Acres

Objectives
The Agroncmy Committee discussed the situstion end set

forth the following objectives and programs for emphasis in 1960:
a, Use of recormended varieties

b. Use fertilizer and lime in amounts and enalysis neoded
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servicemen snd laboratory facilities on discese and pars=

site control,

(2) Monthly newsletters were sent to major poultrymen and all

4=l project pembers.
Building and arrangement plans were furnished upon request,
One addition (800 bird capacity) wes sade using VPI Exe
tension plans,
Producers were encoursged to use recommenied strains from
certified hstcheries,
Radio and press were used to inform producers and the publie
on (a) poultry economics (b) good management and culling
practices (e) using sutomatic equipment and facilities
(d) ege quality and sanitation
Peronal contacts were made to advise produccrs on marketing
ergs and good feeding practices.
The s ent vorked with one Yarm and Home Development poule
tryman on IBM records analysis. Eenneth B, Loope, Agri-
cultursl Bconomics Specialist, assisted.

d, Eveluation

(1) Senitetion end housing facilities continue to be the major

problem, The type of egy marketin; programs svailable do
not encourage quality production.
Better markets are needed before much expension in poule
try proiuction is likely to take place. Local ecge
ere sold to stores, delivered door=to=door and deliversd

to the Weshington, D.C, area,
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Others eculd profit through better production records,
Progrsms on mastitis contreol and the prouction of clean milk
were well received, Little nastitis trouble has heen re-
ported recently,
Deiry protucers have not ‘elt the agriculture price squeeze
quite as sharply as other farmers, They ocontinue to make ade
Justuents for greater efficiency.
5. Poultry
a, Situstion

Poultry profuction in Stafford falls into two categories,
navely, (1) Farm or home flock (2) larger cosmercial pro=
duction, lreoiler production is very limited with no large

producers, There are soversl laying hem operctions wvith

over 1,000 birds., Eg:s ere sold directly to consumers, hucke

sters and o'her retail outlets,
b. Objectives
In working with the poultrymen the following problems and
objectives vere recogniseds
(1) Economical poultry units
(2) Control of diseases and parasites
(3) Using improved laying strains
(4) Maintaining quality egy production
(5) Adequate marketing
(6) Cull unproductive hirde
(7) Proper arrancements and facilities
¢, Methods used and results
(1) The a ent worked closely with poultry specislists, feed
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deiry products,

Agriculture School wes held in January including disease
econtrol and prevention snd the use of feed attitives,
Special emphasis was placed on selling only elean quality
milk, The s-ent sssisted with manegement problems by per-
sonal contact, Our dairymem were encourssed to be active
in merketing associstion so as to obtain the hest possible
market,

Our dairymen vere amcouraged to perticipete in the Frede
ericksburg Artificial Breeding Program in prometing and
using pood sires. This group held the snmusl meeting in
ocooperation with Spotsylvania County in May.

The a ent worked directly with dairymen in forage preduction,
One producer established 20 acres of alfalfa for the first
tine., A sumer field tour vas not held as planned,
Demonstrstions on the wse of heptachler vere located en
two dairy farms, Bvery grade A dairyuan was contacted re-
garding the latest developments on alfalfa weevil control,
Samples of hay for analysis (heptachlor) were taken frem
two deiry farms,

(10) The agent made seversl follow-p visits regarding the come

pletion of Grade B producers Deiry Survey,
¢, Bvaluation
The Sta'ford dairy prograsm continucs to be coordinated
very closely with Spotsylvania County becsuse of the same DHIA,

Artificial Breading Associstion snd Marketing Asseocistiom.
Two of the seven Grade A dairymen sre enrolled in the DHIA,
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grain, sudan gress and other not needed for hay. Keep
on alert for insect mnd disease aflfecting forsge production
(6) Need for educetional progrsm on milk value as a food

b, Methods used and results

(1) Mastitis Control Program - The local dairy group endorsed

the state mastitis control progrim. A mastitis comtrel
program wes held in cooperstion with Spotsylvania County
with local veterinarians and representstives of milk
plants, The prosram centered around control and pre-
cautions in the sale of conteminated ndlk.

Some 23 producers received a copy of the mastitis con-
trol circular each month,

The barn chart outlining twelve stepe of good milking
vere distributed and posted in 1ll grale A barna.

The sgent made followeup visits on the program,

A program wos held in Jemuary which ineluded the eorrect
use of drugs and feed sdditives in milk production,
DHIA records were used ss a basis of culling. A DHIA
analysis clinic wes held in cooperstion with Spotsylvania
County, Our producers who sre not in the DHIA were en=
couraged to use the same type of records as s basis of
culling and feeding,

L: tost recammend:ticns and nev developments were sent
directly to dairymen by ciroular letter,

The redio and press were used to keep the pgeneral publie
informed on the Jdairy situstion and milk products, We
cooperated with the Deiry Council in the promotion of
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shipper tovard the goal of becoming an A grude producer.
Veal production is important in some small pperstions

1958 Dedry Swrvey Inlormetion
Eisht Grede A Duiry Farms in the county with 412 cows or
51,5 cows per herd, Jenuary average milk sold per farm vas
35,500 pounds.

Land end Feed Usage on Eight Grade A Dairy Farme

= 430 Acres 1.22 acres per cow
SMlace - 220 " ~ " "

55
Pasture - 820 * 2.5 " L]

Total Crop and Pasture 5,88 acres per cow
March Level of Feeding

Orein and Concentrates = 7.6 lhe, per ocow
Silage = 33.1 lbs, per cow
Hay = 15,6 1lbs, per cow
Deiry activities are limited due to small mmber of
farmers engaged in this bwsiness. Problems outlined by the
commdittee weret
(1) Mastitis contrel and prevention
(2) Need for relisble informetion on use of drucs and feed
additives
(3) Cull low-producing cows
(4) Produce quality milk which in twrn makes sstisfied con-
sumers. (Milk with odors, offensive taste or smell make
dissetisfied customers.)
(5) Need for high quality forage and grain ineluding meximm

acreage of alfalfa, temporsry pastures such as small
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(3) Building plans, feed racks, ete, were furnished upon

request, One pole barn wss completed and one silage
fence line feedin: arrengement completed., Seversl pro-
ducers modified facilities for more efficiency.
Fat cattle organized sales were contimued st Fredericks-
burg during the yeer, B5ix such sales were held, Some
85 head vere consijmed by four Stafford producers. The
agent accompanied by the comittee made field inspections
to assist producers in selecting cattle for market.
Rations and merketing were emphasized amony all feeders.
Radio, press and eircular letters were used to ephasise
the twelve month feeding procram for livestock, area
purebred sales and local merketing fucilities,
Numerous requests on parssite control were answered,
¢, Bvaluation
Fermers participeting in the orgenized marketiag prorm
are well satisfied, Others do not want extra trouble an! ex-
pense to produce for these marketing programs, Many producers
are much concerned sbout narrow profit mergin, Outlock in-
foruation and efficiency are important to producers in making
ad justments.
4+ Dairying
8, Situstion
One of the eight grade A dairy farms in the county dis-
persed during the past year. Several continue to sell bamrm-

yord wilk, The agent has worked closely with one B grade




intermediate and bacon type hogs. The 48 pig chain furnishes
good quality stock,
3. Beef Cattle
s, Objectives
The beef program is centered around orpenized marketing,
The narketing committee proposed nost of the following ob=

Jectives for the years

(1) Vork toward best possible market for feeder calves,

yearling cattle and fat cattle,

(2) Bneourage producers to work toward quality and health
requiraments for organized Fredericksbury sesles.

(3) Control external and internsl parasites.

(4) Provide yeareround feed supply utilising improved pase
tures and home ground feeds to maxiram extent.

(5) Utilitze laboresaving devices snd sood facilities.

b, Methods used and results

(1) Five producers consigmed 115 calves to the Fredericksburg
Feoder Calf Sule. The goal of 100 was exceeded., Cone
signors held field tour to examine quality of breeding
herds. The forage program wus alsc euphasized on the
tour, No Stafford calies were rejocted upon arrival at
the stockyards. This was the first time this has been
true. Calves averaged $24.93 with » totel of 1,468
being sold,
Three producers consimed 90 head to the annual ve
in September. This goal was 85 head,
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infornetion end Interest in feedor piy seles, /A falr
rosponse wes reported vith only sswll mmber of producers
interceted at the present tine in the orpenized feoder
Pl sales,

(me pro'ucer sttended soversl plamnine eetings in regard
to orpunizing the Northern Virginis Feeder Fip Asscolstion,
Due to the smell quentity produced and the ddastance rou
the proposed market the Stafford producers hove not pore
ticipated fwther,

Suine Speclaliste and & Moy Ferm Manogor presented progrom
of Modern Svine Proiucticn at the annual Yrederici:hurg
Acriculture Progrem in February, Fredericishurg area
svine developments !neluding the feoder ;i sssocistion
vere lomussed, The program wnos wvell received st the
attondence wes small,

8ix producers wore essisted in proouring peod breeding
ook in eddition to #dx boys in the Lol pds chaln, One
nev purolred hreod was established, Fro'ucers were kopt
inforued of purebred salee by posters, cards, radioc and
tho nowapaper.

Swine vana enent vith partiguler «phoois on paresites

and dlseeges wea mpot ligited on the rediec and in newe

articles,
e, Evalustion
Swine Yroeding stock has been improved durine the yvar,
There 1s consi era’ le interest in croes hweoding using

b




(6) Five 4=l boys attended the sheep shearins school, They

sheared about 25% of the county flocks. Raymond Tolson
and Garland Sheckelford entered the district sheep shearing
contest,
All producers were advised on wool merketing through the
press, redio and eircular letter.
Producers vere advised on timely warketing, were sssisted
in selecting lambs for market and were advised on proper
forage and rations,
Evaluation
Sheep continue to be important as a secondery source of
income on Stafford Farms., Possibly many wore farus should
consider sheep enterprises. Poor fences and dogs are among
the obstacles to overcome, Progress has been ma'e in the
quality of breeding stock during the yeer, Six producers
now have scme purebreds with two consigning to the purebred
sales. The wool marketing progrsm has been successful,
2, Swine
a, Objectives
Svine constitute an important enterprise on many farus,
Activities investigated during the year werei
(1) Good market for feeder pics
(2) Selection of desirable type breeding stock
(3) Control of diseases and parasites
{4) Market hogs st proper weights
b. Methods used and the results
(1) A swine survey was conducted to determine production
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(4) Strive for ecarly lambs and proper care at lambing
time

(5) Produce quality lambs

(€) Develop good wool market

(7) Use better quality replacement ewes anl only pood
purebred rame

b, Methods used and results

(1) Held sheep program in February with Sheep Specialist dise

cussing quality lamb production and wool merketing, Ap-
proxisately twenty county producers attended.

Three protucers served on the wool marketing committee
for the Fredericksburg Pool, This growp decided on
pooling arrencements, buyers and assisted with the pool.
Ninety percent of the wool in Stafford was sold through
the pool. The pool was held on June 2nd with a total

of 11,352 pounds of wool consigned.

Eisht producers were assisted vith the selection of
breedin; stock, 8ix purebred ewes were purchased to
start a 4=H Sheep Chain, Several culling and castrating
demonstrations vere held, Others were advised on the
practice by letter, press and radio,

Parssite control continuees to be a problem, Demonstra-
tions, visits and mass medis were used to pive recom-
mended control methods.

Four new flocks vere started during the yoar, The eeo-
nomics of sheep production were pointed out in livestock

meetings,




C, Fuellitieo
Facilitles avellshle include disl teleshone sorvice; electricity)
two sajor bus lines and local 'wa servicey over 100 ponds, reservoirs
end carthteonks) end roerestional resources ineludin. flshing, bhumting,

oanping, 'eeches an’ plenic arees.

11, Imtroduction

The Agricultursl Ixtensicn Jervice 1s the educetiocnal erm of the
U.5,0.A,, therofore, oducational sethois ani publie relations are basie
in reporting this yser's sumary of work, Agriculture Comodity Come
nittees, Commnity Improvesemt Loacues, and 4eil setivitios will be
included in this report.

The 3te ‘ord County Extension Stuff ewnelsts of the ‘xtension
Secretary, Elinor Mckinson; Home Demonstretion Acent, Ksthleen Goode
looj and the Coumty Agent, Michard C, Deck,

II1, Comodity Activities
A, livestoek
1. Shoep
a. Objoctives
The sheep committee, ccnsisting of three producers end
the County A ent, met end outlined objectives for the yeer,

The following items vere inecluded in our chjectives:

(1) Meed for more experiemood shoep sheerers

(2) Prectice culling flock, docking and cestretion
of lambe

(3) Improve contrel of parasites
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livestock mmbers and productive crop ylelds have remained near the
same level.
Some statistics on livestock and crop production in Stafford
County follows
Livestock Numbers Crops Raised in 1959
239 125
4y807 5,099 Cattle and calves 15,307 Acres of Pasture
1,098 1,445 Milk Cows 2,660 Acres of Corn
2,092 2,017 Hogs and Pigs 5,113 Acres of Hay
1,042 664 Sheep and Laubs 1,353 Acres of Outs
29,902 39,019 Poultry 1,083 Acres of Wheat

527 Aeres of Barley

There are 118 comercial farms by econondic class, Farm machinery
rmumbers have incressed considerably. Much growth has taken place in
the non=egriculture segment of the county. More and more time is
being devoted to ccunty &nd rural residents with city employment,

Stafioru County has an agriculture thst is quite diversified,

This can best be understood when 1t is reslized thst ther- are three
soil aress, Generslly, land west of Ne, 1 Highvay is classified as
pleduont soil while thet east of the highwvay is typically cosstal
plains soil, A considerable acr-age bordering these two arecas is
pledmont soil overlaid with a coastal plains cap, This mixed soil

condition results in some less productive soils, Gencrsl farwing

is predominent in the western section and heavy cash cropping on the

coastal plains soils,




I. County Situstion
A, locstion end Size
Stafford County is situsted et the hond of the Northern Neck,
bounded on the south by the Rappahennock, on the esst by the Potomoe

Run, on the north by Prince William County, snd on the west Ly Fauquier

County, The total area of the county is 271 square miles or 173,440

acros. The number of farms has decreasod from 712 as indiceted by
the 1954 census, to 440 farms as revealed by the 1959 census, There
are 57,560 scres of farmland of which 30,496 aeres are in cropland
and pesture and about 30,748 in woodland, Average size of furms is
130.8 acres in 1959 as compared with 105.1 in 1954. The population
was listed in the 1960 census at 15,000, Income from non{am

sources exceeding farm products sold was reported by 323 operstors,

Agriculture

Nearly three=fourths of Stafford's 1959 farm !neome cane from
livestock, poultry end dairy products, The chief livestock items
are cattle, calves and hogs, Fleld crops consist of corn, small
greins, soybeans and hay., The type of arriculture consists mainly
of a rotation of grein, hay and pasture., During the psst five or
six years rmuch land has heen converted into pesture and there is &
definite trend tovard increesed production of beef cettle and sheep.

The latest census fipures (1959) indicate considersble change
in Stafford County over the previous (1954) fisures, The total

mmber of farss and farm land has decreased, however, nost of the
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7. Bvaluation

V. Commmnity Improvenent Leasues

VI, Varm and Home Development

VII, Public Relations & Work with Other Agencies

A, Vaterials Hendling Farm Tour

B, Working with Other Ageacies

VIIl, Sumary




I. County Situstion
A, Locetion and Size
B. Agriculture

C. Facilities

Introduction
Carmodity Aetivities
A, ldvestock
1. Sheeo
Svine
Beef Cattle
Deirying
Poultry
B, Agronomy
C. Lendsceping, Home Gerdening and Home Fruit Production

4=l Club Work
A, 48l Council
B, Annual Achievement Program
C. Organizationsand Project Work
D, Special /e=ii Projects
1. Sears, Roebuck 4=H Pis Chain
2, Frederickshurg Junior Fat Shov and Sale
3. Sears, Roebuck 4=H Poultry Chain
he 4=l Juiging end Contests
5. 4=l Participetion in Fredericisburg Feir

6. International Farm Youth BExchange Prosram
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