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I

COUNTY ORGANIZATION

Glles County Board of Agriculture..,....e. 72 members
Giles County Farm Buredll,.....cscscesessccld) mambers
Giles County Vool ,Po0lesssccesssssecnsesesllS mambers
Giles County Ministerial Association,..... 20 members
Giles County BankS...:sevesssssescssssscss J members
F, M, A, County Committe®....ccosesssseess 4 members
EXT-TVA County Committee....ceseesessssees 5 members

Il County Councdl.cseccccsssssscescccssse 7O mambers

The eight organizations listed above gave valuable assist-
ance to the gounty agents in putting across the 1950 agriecultural
extension rogram.

The county board of agriculture was reorganized in December,
increasing the membership from 30 members last year to seventy two
members, All commodities produced in the county are well represented
on the county board with a strong conmittee, Camodity committees,
ranging from three to fourteen members smmke up the county board of
agriculture,

The new board was called together for its first meeting in
January to formulate a plen of work for the county, Notices, two weeks
in sdvance of the meeting, were sent out with & complete list of come
modity committee assignments in order to give each cammodity group am-
le time to study and make recommendations to be embodied in the county
plan of work, BDad weather prevented a good turnout of cammittee men,
but those twenty members who attended had taken time to sit down and
think about county problems before coming to the meeting, As a result
of this meeting, the five-year program adopted last year wad continued
and strengthened where it was neeeded,




5 major objectives approved at the meeting are as followss

) Work toward an efficient production prosram
for all commodities.

tark towar n efficient marketing program
for all camodities,

Work toward an efficient purchasing program
for farm supplies,.

(4) Convert incame into fam and home improve-
ments for better living,

(5) Bducate our youth in these programs.

Here is what the assisting orgenizations contributed to the
1950 extension program.

To state and national legislative progrem,
Supported increcrsed state appropriations for
agricultural experiment stations, extension
division, and state ecollege of agriculture,
Purchased and distributed cooperatively approxe
imately 150,000,00 worth of farm supplies

to Ciles farmers,

Sold cooperatively 27,241 lbs, of wool netting
the producer about 59¢ per 1b, for his woel.
price from 5¢ to 9¢ above competitive prices,

Held a one-day institute for the purpose of
MINIST'RIAL ASSN, getting rurel ministers support to the county
agricultural pregram.

COUNTY BANES Sponsared the 100 Bushel Corm Club,

Zncouraged farmers to use soil comservation
PMA COMMITTEE payment s in the pasture and hay improvement
Prograome

EXT.~ TVA, COMMITTEER Set up demonstration farms making use of the
recamended practices for successful famming,

b-H COuNCIL Improve and strengthen 4~H club work in the
county,

Several menbers on the county board of agriculture serve on come
mittees for the Production and Marketing AMdmdnistration, Soil Conserva-
tion Service, Farn Credit, and other agencies, This makes for a closer
working relationship between contributing agencies,




The results of the county program reflect noticeable fam in-
eame to ladividual farms, and particularly to those serving on the
county board of agricultwre. This gives them a perscnal interest in
the county program, and are therefore, more willing to give voluntary
assistance vhen called upon. Then too, mectings are not called unless
there is semething worth-while to bring before the group.

A sdstake was made in not first contacting every member of the
county board asking him if he would serve an one of the committees be-
fore gving him a comittee assigment, This will be done befare plan
of work far 1951 is made,

v

TYPE OF AGRICULTURE

Saodl type, topograply, and climetic conditions have made Giles
County a good livestock and grass-producing county. The extension offort
has been, is now, and will cantinue to be in the future, directed toward
making improvement in both the quality of livestock kept and pasture
grasses and roughages that meintains, to a large exten$, our semi-pastoral
system of sgriculture, We believe that the best use of our land is made
when we can limit row crop production to the level spots where it is
practical to use modern farm machinery, the hillsides mnd rolling areas
to a permanent pasture of mixed grasses and legmmes, On land that is
steep and mnsccessible, we recamend such areas for reforestation projects,

Three types of soil predominste in Giles County, viz, Clarks-
ville, Lodi, and Hagerstown. lost of the soils are the Clarksville type
which is derived from undeveloped limestone. The next largest type is a
nixture of limestone and sandstone called Lodi, and the third type is our
best soils, vhich is a well-developed limestone, called Hagerstowm, A
mmall per cent of the solls of (dles County are classified Hogerstowm,

Giles County has recently undergone some rapid shifts in
population trends. In 1940, about one~half the population was rural,
Today, about onesthird of the population is rural. This does not mean
that the rural pepulation is decreasing. The population in the farming
areas have remained ahout the same for several years., Industrial ex-
pansion in the county has almest doubled the urhan population, within
the last ten years., This is o significent factor affecting the type of
agriculture at present, New markets have opened up for poultry, eggs,
meats, dairy products, fruits, and vegetables, Industry gives employ-
ment to most families who live on small forms, and as a result, living
standars have inereased a preciably. It appears to be a most desirable
sdtuation for the small farm famlly, where one or more members of the
family is employed by local industry ot high wages,




Oiles farmers are awske to those new markets recently created,

Dairying, vegetable production, along vwith small fruits, is on the in-
crease, The most notible increase is in dairying, Industry has taken
the better class of farm labor, creating a farm labor probilem in same
communities by foreing wages out of reach of the average mmall farmer,
The farmer who operates his farm with modern machinery can affard the
higher wages, while the former who employs horses and hand werk uses
farm labor that camnot hold a jJob at the industrial plants,

v
MAJOR PROJECTS-1950

Agronamy

Cereals
I. Situstdon

l. As & saund soil conservation practice, farmers no longer can
afford to plow hilleide or steep land,

2, Labor costs too high far seeding, cultivating, and harvesting
grain crops on the steeper hillsides.

3« To save the soil, and in labor costs, farmers great need was
finding a way to improve ylelds of grain on their level fields,

ke Farmers cannot eperate modern farm machinery on steep land,

II. Goals
ls Have 25 farmers participating in the 100 Bu, Carn Club,

Have 100 farmers perticipeting in the Mass Corn Production
Program,

3. Have three farmers producing certified seed wheat, one farmer
producing certified seed rye, and one farmer producing cere
tified seed barley.

II1. Yetdods

The Banks of Clles County were prevalled upon to sponsor the
100 Bushel “orn Club irogram, providing a free banquet dinner
for all farmers participating in the corn growing contest.
As an added interet, Giles Farmers challenged the farmers
in Montgomery and Floyd Counties to & corm growing contest,
invelving hose farmers enrolled in the 100 Bushel Corn
Club, Y challenge was accepted,




The Agroncmy Department of V, P, I, agreed to invite the par-
tieipeting farmers from the three countfes to hold thedr result
meeting in Blacksburg giving a special agronomy program as a
meams of improving the corn, hay, and pasture program in the
three conties,

Enrollment in the 100 Dushel Corn Club was solicited by the
keay banker, the county agent, and chief clevk of PM.A, by
personal invitations, and letters,

Prepared infermation was distributed to all farmers pare
ticipating on how to grew 100 bushels of corn eon an acre,

Local see and fertiliser dealers were given copies of seed
varietal bullet for 1950, and advised to stock up on
nitrogenous ferti ers,

V. Legults

When the date for closing the sign-up campaign arrived,sixty-five
farmc *» had enrolled in the 100 Pushel Corn Club, The Mass corn
procu .tion progr s not pushed because so many were «igning
up for the 100 Pushel Corn Contest, However, it is gener:lly
understood that for ch former onrolled in Lhe 100 Bushel Corn
Club, there wil e tvo farmers outside adopting the same methods
and practices as that of the club members,

% of the sixty-five farmers emrolled , fifty-nine formers com=
pleted by having their corn measured, and data obtained for esti~
mating ylelds, e average yleld for the fifty-nine campletin
was 114,26 bushels per acre. The highest yleld was 176 bushels,
the lowest yield 62 shela, Forty-five farmers had yields in
excess of 100 Bushels,

The farmerf who had the lowest yield proved that hybrid seed is
good only for one year's planting. He tried planting the seed
from the crop which was raised the nrevious year (#.5. 13 variety).
Despite his heavy lications of fertilizer and ceareful cultiva-
tion, he had a very poor yleld to show for his effarts,

The participating faormers in the 100 Bushel Corn Cludb Contest
from Glles, Montgamery, and Floyd Counties will meet at Blacks~
burg on the evening of Uecember 5, where the director of the
Etension Division will award certificates to those producing
100 bushels or more per acre. The contestants will enjoy a
banquet dinner peid by the sponsoring agencies in the counties,
The Agroncmy Yeportment at V, P, I, will give & special program
for improving the corn, hay and pasture improvement work in the
tiree countles,

‘he yields obtsined is a subject for conversation all over the
county. ever farmers hav uestioned the method used in
deternind yields, lHowever, a few of the participating farmers




checked against the method used by actually measuring their
yields, and there is only a slight variation in yield by the
four farmers reporting.

The method used in determining the yield is as followss

Five fifty-foot row samples were shucked and weighed to the
tenth of a pound. These ssmples were distributed over the
acre, taking two on esch end and one near the middle. The dis-
tance between the rows were obtained by measuring the distance
betwesn eleven rows and dividing by ten, Shelled corn sam~
ples were token from 25 different ears taken at wandem, and
sent Lo the extension agronamist at Blacksburg for molistur:
entent deternination. A sumary of the Giles Results follows,
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B. Pastures

.
1. Land too steep for cul tivation,

2, Too mwzh filth in pasture fields such as rocks, bushes,
briars, broomsedge, galls, ete,

Not enough legumes with pasture grasses,
Insufficient amo.sts of lime and plant food elements,
Too many acres required to pasture an animal unit,

6. Vinter feeding peried of livestock too long and too
costly under precent conditions,

II. Ceals

1. Bnrell 300 farmers in a pastuse improvement progrom,
involving not less than 1000 acres.

2, Recoomended practices: Applications of 2 tons of
ground limestone or its equivalent to the acre, and
top dressing vdth 500 to 1000 lbe, of a 0=12-12 ferti-
liger,

Heavy discing snd seeding with a mixture of 2 lbs, la=
dno clover and 8 to 10 lbs, orchard grass or alta feo-
clle to the acre,

4e Hold two pastue seeding demonstrations.

II1. Mgthods

Defore attempting a pasture improvement program on & large
scale, members of the pasture coomittee thought the best
approach would be %o try the 100 Bushel “orn Contest, en-
rolling as many members as pessible in order to demonstrate
that the small farmer can raise his corn needs on a2 small acre-
age if properly planted, fertilized, and cultiveated, With
this accomplished, they thought the farmers would be wille
ing to devote more attention to pastwre improvement work,
and the pasture program would reach its goals in due time,
and would be on a sound basis for a contimuing improvement
program.

w, n*é.
! er weighing the situation, the pasture geoals were
scaled downward to some extent,




Much publicity was given to the pasture improvement program
pointing out the incressed growth that would result from
prpper seeding of legumes and grasses where the land had
been properly limed and fertilized, The FMA County Committee
advigsed farmers getting lime and phosphate as soil conser-
vation payments to same on pastures carrying a mixture of
legumes and grasses,

To show farmers the proper steps involved in seeding a
mixture of ladino clover and orchord grass pasture, two
seeding demonstrations were held the latter part of March,
which was cbeerved by 150 farmers, / local equipment dealer,
handling Ford farm machinery, put on one of the seeding demon~
strations. The second demonstration was given by a dealer
located in Dublin, Virgirda, who used International Harvester
equipment. Doth demonstrstions were under the direction of
the coaunty agent,

The steps involved in ecach seeding demonstration weret

(1) plowing, diseing, harrowing,

and dregging.

(2) fertilizsing, harrowing.

(3) seeding, cultipacking.
dach dealer used power-drawn machinery for putting on these
demonstrations, and good stande of both clover and grass
were obtained,

1000 1bs of a 2-12-12 fertilizer were applied at time of
seeding after the land had an applicetion of two tons of
ground limestone per acre. The seeding rate was 2 lobe of
ladino clover and 8 lbe, of orchard grass per acre.

As & guide for adequate pasture development in the county,
ten demonstration farmers were selected to receive 10,000 1bs,
of 21212 fertilizer by the "lant Food Institute, 1,000 1bs.
allotted each demonstrator., l!ach demonstrating farmer was
selected to represemt his community in pesture improvement
work, and to stimulate interest among others, /A summary

of results of these 10 demonstrations are as follows:

o Demonstrot dPSeccesscscs scesscsssssessssssnscesecll
Acres ladino clo er and orchard grass seeded 1950,...34
cres ladino clover and archard grass prior to '50..)8
No, demonstratars secding ladino-orchard grass

for the first GiMG..cecccscossscscsnsscsssssssscecce 8
No. demonstrators seeding in Spring Mombh...esccccee 9
Average rate of seeding: 2 lbs, ladino,

10 1bs, . Orass

Stands obtzined: iood 8, Falr 2, Foor 0.




Supplemental fertilizers furnished by
denonStrators..ceeecescssssccssascssssssnsslbyhO0 1bs,
Lime furnished by demonstr: tors.sccsccecesssssss50 tons
No. demonsirators cutting to control weed

No demonstratars cutting to stimulate clover

No, demonstrators culting for MAy.cecscscece

Average yleld per cutting 1 ton per acrecsececes

Av, pasture carrying capacity per animal

undt, 01d standSesssessevessssecssasssscssenenes)

Av, pasture carrying capacity per animal unit,

new l".lﬂ"--'l..-.oo---.o-.-.-oo-aoob.oooooo'olono-nz
Bstimated pasture stands average: ladino LOR ,

grass 50%, weeds 10%.

No, demonstrators planning to seed more of

S0me NEXT YOATsesesssssesssassssssssssssssscesss?

No. demonstrators willing to join a pasture
foprovement clubsscsscscsccscccscssonssscsossesed

1. (4les farmers have been improving meadows for several years,
and the hay situation is far superior to pesture improvement.
The greatest need at preséat is improved practices in cutting,
cur ing, and storing methods,.
2, Nachinery for handling hay, and facilities for staring it,
II. Geals

1. Have 25 farmers growing alfelfa for the firet time,

2. "nrell 100 farmers in a campaign to improve the cquality
of hey by use of fertilizetion, and improved cutting,
euring, snd storing methods,

3. Incourage farmers to pay close attention to tag analysis
on all seed bags before purchasing.

4. Recamend seeding only clovers of known origin,

IIl. Metbeda

A special meecting was held to discuss with farmers the steps
to be token in producing good quality hay. The extension
agranomist wes the principal spesker st this meeting. The
agent took advantage of farm visits to discuss better haying
methods with farmers in all commugities, and the committee
on hay and pasture improvement were instructed to talk wp
the hay making program in their respective communities,




V. ieeulia

Feather conditions hampered the hay improvement program,
One of the Pluefield newspapers steoted that it reained on
twert p=~five days during the month of May, and on more
than half of the days in June. The usual hay seeding

on small grain in early spring was followed, and the goal
of twenty-five farmers seeding alfalfa in August and
September was reaghed, One or more pleces of new hay
mking machinery was purchased by approximately 50 farmers
auwring the year., The machinery question 1s one that holds
the key to better hay making, becsuse it enables the
farmer to get more cuttings, and to be able to stare

mors hay vithout damage by rain, Two new hay sheds

were constructed,

Seed dealers were asked to handle only seed of good
ouality and known arigin, and a check-up on seeds
handled by our local deslers by county agent rewealed
Lthat good seeds were sold threughout the camty last
year,

As Beef Cattle
1. Sduatdon

Giles beef cattlemen, several years ago, comverted from
feeder steers to com and calf herds, but our feeder
calf sales have revealed that in order to produce a

high percentage of good and choice calves, we must
continue to get beeter sires and also better producing
females, Our marketing situation is fadrly satisfactery,
but in order to have a better feeder calf sale, standard
rules, adopted by the producers themselves, are necessary
to heep out calves of inferior cuality and grade,

Spot testing cattle in Giles County last year, by two
Federal Veternarians, found 17 reactoers ammng 2,000
cattle tested, One of the jobs to be done this year
was clesn up the infected heres and prevent the disease
fram spre-ding.

Spot testing of cattle for tuberculosis was necessary
to keep Gdles County on the accredited list,

Not enough purebred Herefard Breeders wihin the county to
hold a county sale, Therefore, it was necessary to unite
with Bland County for putting on the annual Hereford Sale.




II. Coals
1, Better sire replacements 10,

2, Have 20 producers consign 200 calves to Christiansburg
Fecder Calf Sale.

3. Have four Lreeders consign 20 registered celves to the
Giles Dland Hereford Sale.

he Have a gerer rogram for improving the beef cattle
industry in the county by giving services in controlliing
divesases, standardizing, and marketing,

III. Meiheds

1. The agent finds out the herds in need of better sire re-
placements by working cleosely with the cow and calf herd
producers, Mis contacts vith these men in vaceinating,
castrating, dehorning, and marketing enables the apent
to see the quality of calves produced,

Two letters sent to previous consignars of the Christianse
burg Feeder Calf Sale, containing the mew rules and date
for sale, lined up our consignors well in advance of the
sale date,

All details of the Hiandellereford Sale were worked out
early in the year with two mectings of the breeders held
for that purpose.

V. Lesulls

With cattle selling at present prices, it is difficult to
moke satisfrctory replacements in bokh males and females,
For instance, a bull weighing 1600 lbs, and brings 25¢
per lbe, brings the farmer $400, /s a general rule, he
warks to put beck into a sire the sume amount he paid
for the bull just sold vhen he was purchased as a yearle
ing, This mele was bought for about $150 and that same
quality bull is selling for double the original price
nows, The ape .t L5 having dfficulty in getting farmers
to put up the cosh required to buy good sires for grade
herds, Although 1l herd sires were replaced this year,
most of them are above average,

Our goal for this year was to have 20 farmers censign 200
calves to the Uhristisnsturg Feeder Calf Sale, Fifteen
farmers consigned 191 calves for this sale, The calves
graded as followss 28 cholce, 82 good, 61 medium, and
20 gommon, The calves were not up to quality of past
years from all six counties participating in the sale.




Last year, Giles colves ;raded out 78% good and choice
against 58% for this year, Giles had more calves in the
commong grade than ever before, This low greding was
due to 2 wet season and sappy grass.

Giles quota for the Hland-l(iles Hereford Sale was 20 head,
Three breeders consigned 19 head to the scle., OGiles breeders
took first and second honmors, with the highest bull calf
selling for 5530 and the higheot heifer calf selling for

an even $500,

The general program resulted in getting abowt 2000 orlves
waceinated against blackleg, 500 colves against hemorrhagic
septicemia, and 265 calves immnized againet Pangs disease,
This latter figure includes dairy heifers, All calves
consigned to the Feeder Culf Jale wame vaceinated for both
blackleg and shipping fever, dehorned, and all male cslves
castysted,

B, Dairy Cattle
1. Situat'on

Giles is young in the dairy dusiness with a locel milk plant
two years old, It's finances were shaky at the beginning of
the season. However, the local distributor had made applice-
tion to the milk board in the marketing area for a permit to
sell Grade A milk, vhich had been refused, The decision was
appealed to the State Milk Commission, which granted a hear-
ing at Pearisburg, the county seat of Giles County., In
opposition to granting the permit to Hopkins lairy at Nar-
vows, Virginia were the iwo other distributors for the area
and several of their producers of Grade A, milk, On the
other hand, producers and consumers of Giles County favered
grenting the permit, and the Milk Cammission rendered a
decision favoerable to Hopkins lairy, but the local plant was
too wenk financially to continue in tusiness throughout the
yeor ,

The dairy program d pended entirely upon the finaneial ability
of the local plant .0 pay for Grade C milk used in the manu-
facture of cheer-, and Grade A milk produced by four dairy-
men who vent to considerable expense in getting ready to sell
Grade . milk to the local plant,

I1. Gols

1. Pat on a campoign that will result in getting all dairy colves
kept between the ages of 4 and 8 months old, vaccinated against
Bangs disecse.

2. Cooperate with the local plant in getting an increase in
milk volume for local processing.




e Have four producers ready to sell Urade A milk locally

ke Have farmers keep their better calves for replacements in
their own herds,

III. Hesulis

The agent worked out with the state veternarian a program
for vaccinating calves against Bangs disease by submitting
to the state veternmarian's office the mmber of calves lined
up to be vaccinated, and he would authorize a local veter-
nardan to the work, The work was about equally dvided
between two local veternarians, one residing at Blacksburg,
and the other at Dublin, Virginia, The number of calves
receiving the immunigation vaccine total 265, and divided in
this proportion: 110 dairy and 155 beef. Only colves be-
tween the ages of 4 and 10 months were vaceinsted,

The agent worked closely with two Federal veternarians spot
testing for tuberculosis during the latter half of August
and first of September. The agent knowing the fammers and
roads throughout the county, lined up the cattle two and
three doys in advance of the date set for giving the tuber-
culin, and in thi way many more cattle were tested and

in less time then otherwise would have been, had the veter-
narians worked without the agent's assistance, Out of
about 1500 cattle tested, not one reactor was found,

The agent testified before the State Milk Camission at a
public hearing on March 9, in regard to giving the Hopkine
Dadpy lant, locoted within the county, a pemait to sell
Orade A millk, and was taold by a member of the commission
tiat they al welghed the testimony of the county agent
in matters of "this kind.

Those good dairy heifer calves dropped on the farme the

past year are receiving special attention from their owners
in regard to growing them out to become profitable producers
in the future herd. These calves are now separated for
winter feeding, Two farmers have reported that they actually
kept more calves than they really wanted, but since Oiles
was expanding in the dairy fleld, they thought these calves
would be in demand,

Four producers built barns and passed state sanitation and
county health regulations as required for issuing a certificate
to sell Grade A milk, Although, the Hopkins Deirr plant has
ceased operathbons, the faur producers now have a satisfactory
market for their fluld milk to the other two distributors
selling bottled milk in Giles County.




C. Sheep
1. 2dkuatien

1. A declining sheep vopulation in the county.
2. Losoes from dogs ocourring more frecuently.

3. lagbs going through local suction market are net state
graded, It is felt that if this w=s done, farmers would
pay more attention to standardizing thedr lambe,

he Need for better sires and ewe replacements in most all
herds,

1. Conls

1. Put on & campedgn admed at stopping the declining sheep
population in the caunty.

2, Stess docking, castrating, and doeing of all flocks for
intestinal perasites for producing market lambs of high
qual ity.

3« Narket wool clip coopeatively.
ke Better sire replacements 20,
III. Methoda

Sheep mumbers are deelining in Giles County in no amall
measure beczuse of losses frequently oecurring fram dogs,
Those farmers who live neer the tomn suffer the most damage.
The agent, along with a mmber of farmers, brought this

dog nuiscnce to the sheep industry to the attention of the
board of supervisors. The agent was also instrumental in
getting the local auction market to set up a grading system
for marketing lambs, pointing out to same of the directors
that the local auction was losing business because of faile
ure to render tids service,

V. Leswle

The agent called a meeting of all interested farmers to meet
and discuss the best mesns of handling our dog problem, The
decdsion reached at this meeting by both sheepmen ond dog
omers was consumated in a set of rules that seemed faldr to
both interested parties. The dog ownere agreed to retrieve
their dogs vhen they got over on pested land as soon as
possible, They also agreed to keep thelr dogs tied at nights,
unless the owner aceampanied them on hunting trips at night,
The dog owners alsoagreed to keep tags on their dogs at all
times. The board of supervisors instructed the game warden
to enfarce the law to the best of his abllity in dealing with
stray dogs. Since these steps were taken, losses in sheep
from dogs are negligible.




Farmers were becoming negligent to those things they used
to practice in producing a good and cholce market lamb,
AMtention to this was called in a letter to all the shee—
producers, and as they saw their lambs penalized because
of fallure to take these steps, several sheep men tald the
agenf they would not be caught and penalized again next
yoar for such failure,

Gdles farmers know these necessary steps, for they have
been schooled in them for a long time., Because of this,
the agent had assumed that these precautions were taken
care of by the farmers themselves, However, it pays to
call attention to these simple things like docking and
castrating, and dosing regularly for intestional parasites,
The dosing program was not neglected, and as a result,

90F of the 7,000 ewes in the county received fram one to
three trectments of phenothiozine,

Giles farmers market their woel cooperatively, and depend
upon on no other marketing service within the county,

The Giles County Vool Pool has done a good job for them
over the years, They are well satisfied with their omn
contrclled and operated oigsnization, Last year, the pool
handled 27,24) 1lbs, as caupared to 27,579 lbs. ia 1949,

18 better sire replacements were made during the year,

VI

MINOR PROJECTS-1950

Fruits and Vegetablos

A 1949 survey made by the State Division of Markets and
Agricultural Statistics show a 67 per cent decrease in the number of
bearing fruit trees in the year 1937. In that year, Giles had 16
commercial orchards, in 1949 six commercial orchards, (A commercial
orchard 1s onme with 3 or more acres or 100 or more trees) In the
six commercial orchards, there are 384 youngs trees not of bearing
age, and 7,085 trees of bearing age. The condition of these trees
are reported to be as follows: 678 excellent, 33 good. Twelve
years ago, the county had almost three times as many bearing apples
trees as it has today. The main reason for this decline is because
of weather conditions. The growers have been getting an average of
about one good crop in three years, and the income derived fram one
crop ia three years is insufficient to keep the orchard properly
pruned, sprayed, and fertilised,




Because of this situation, the extension service is giving such
help as is requested fram a sick industry. These commercial growers are
well trained in the fundamentals of fruit culture, Because of the near-
ness to Hlacksturg, extension fruit specislists visit Giles orchards
regularly, gathering data and information valuable for orchardists in
other parts of the state. The growers seek technical information frem
these specialists when they visit an orchard, or by phone call, or letter,

The agent has tried unsuccessfully to get more farmers interested
in small fruits, It is the lack of furm labor available that is helding wp
this project.

During the year, the agent gave three pruning demonstrations on
apple trees, two grape, one pear, two peach, and one plum,

All farmers are asked to grow their own groceries, and all garden-
ers are reached in some way by the extension program. They are reached by
menas of personal visits by agent or cammitteemen, newspapers, radio, or
circular letters, bulletins, etc. The family garden is drongly emphasized
in the extension progrmm.

As insect pests and disease contral eonstitute the majority of
requests that eame into the office, the office is kept well sup lied with
a hand book far distribution among hame gardeners who want help in control-
ing insects and diseases, During the year, about 100 of the garden hand-
books were cistributed,

The office also renders a service to many truck growers who sell
produce in the coal field markets of Vest Virginia. An affidavit from the
county agent stating that the man in question is a CGiles County farmers and
engaged in the production of agricultural commodities for sale,when presented
to a county court clerk will issue the grower a sales permit to sell his
produce. The agenmt isoued about forty such statements the past year,

B. Zewltzy

No special program was planned for the poultry producers this
yoar, The outlook for the poultry former at the beginning of the year
discouraging, becsuse of the high cost of feed in relation to the price
of eggs and meat, Odles, not beifig » grain-producing county makes farmers
shy amay fram poultry production on 2 camercial scale, Poultry raising,
therefore, is limited to mmall flbeks, ranging frem 25 to 100 laying hens,
These small flocks rave a definfte Jlace in our county agriculture, and
for the investmest and laber Anvolved, ihe mmall flock pays good dividénds,

To these small farm flock owners, the agent gave advise on famm
flock management, involving the buying of baby chicks from accredited
hatcheries, sanitation, and disease control measures, culling, housing,
and feeding a balanced ration, V._Ii iemmers do their omn culling, and as
the growing and laying mashes are purchased from commercial sources, the
problen of feeding & balanced ration is largelly solved,
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Pighting diseases and parasites is the biggest problem confront-
ing the pldtPy producer. The individual sick bird is not worth the time
and trouble required for treating it, so flock treatments with strick
sanitation and diseasc control are recommended.

Looking after the chickens is a chore for the women. The house
wife usually looks aftcr the farm flock, and they manage it well.

Turkey raising is about to became past history for Giles County,
No more than two dogsen farms are raising turketys this year. Dogs, foxes,
and other predatory animals take their toll unless they are raised under
confinement or semi-confinement conditions. Use of the drug, phenothio-
zine, has been a help in fighting intestinal perasites and especially
the ones that ceuse blackhead, Farmers using it are becoming more suce
cessful, and the turkey business is looking up again becouse of this drug.

C. Farn Mopacemest

Farmers ~rs beginning to realize more and more each year that
farming is 2 busin.os enterprise. Having to file income tax returns is
making farmers more conscious about adopting good sound farm management
practices, Pringing the farmers up to date in methods of bookkeeping,
the agent scheduled a one-day school for this purpese, which was attended
by eighty-five farmers., The group was instructed by an extension farm

accvant specialist on how to make incame tax returns, and how to keep a
set of farm cost accunts so that filing income tax returns would he made
easier, Lach farmer present took a farm record book and said he would
use it to the best of his ability. The agent gave out 15 additional famm
record books, making the distribution an even 100,

The agent has found that one of the most effective ways of help-
ing a farmer is to visit the farm and talk with the owner about some of
the things that he could do to make a better living., The agent's goal
for t his year was to make 20 such farm visits, This was done in such a
way that the farmer did not know the purpose of the visit, Pasture in-
provement was one of the chief topics for conversation, and a stary of
what some other farmer had done with a few acres of ladine clover and
orchard grass made it possible to suggest some corrections that needed to
be done on this particular farm. OSame of the sugrestions were erosing
control, by strip cropping, or no plowing st all on the hillside, healing
over galls, weed spraying, mowing pastures, rearrangement of fields, re-
modeling a uillding, buying improved famm machinery equipment, estimating
erop yields far the purpose of bringing the number of animals kept in bal-
ance with the fe~d produced on the farm, ete,

Outlock information on prineipal crops, and livestock, which vas
produced in Giles County, was given newspaper publicity. It was also
mentioned at every meeting, vhere farmers were presnt, by the asemt for
the firest three months of the year,




De =i Boys Qlub ork

o ACCOCLISIONTS
Jrganize eight clubs Nine clubs were organized
joys emrollaent 150 199 boys enrolled, 1 girl
jegin training judging teams in
a, Poultry-l Agent could not find time
b. Livestockel to train Judging teams in
c. Dedpy-l poultry, livestock, beef

or cattle,

Boys attending summer 12 boys attended
camp - 15,

Soys atteading state 2 boys attended
short course - 3,

Ehrollment !'rojects

Home Gardens - 36 12 cm;‘letionn

Market Cardens - 2

Spall fruits - 1

Poultry -~ 23

Dairy cattle - 10

Beef Cattle - 4

Sheep ~ 1

Swine -~ 38

Rabbits - 6

Electric Uethods - 33
Total Enrollment - 200

\)\L:v‘m(D"NF"‘L

w

The agent was able to meet with the clubs once each month dur—
ine the school term, but during the swmer mouths, the calendar wf work
was %o badly crowded with adult work that very little time could be
devoted to visiting the boys' projects. These farm visits, %o see the
boys' prifects and talk with them sbout their record books, is essential
for having successful project completions, If the project work alone
was the measure for successful clut vork, Lhe agent would have a poor
record to repert, The boys have had much training along parlimentary
lines, how to conduet & meeting, play together, sing together, and have
reseived valuable information on electricity and its meny uses, and lobs
more about agricultural projects than their completed recards turned
in would indicate., Many of the boys are diligmnt about completing their
records and turning them in on time, The agent will yet receive several
record books after the club records have been tabulated,
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Finding volunteer leaders who will assume full responsibility
for drecting an organized club is a big problem. Those who are com=
petent do not have the time, and very few of our young men and wamen
who were once all stars now live in the county, Those who do live in
the county are not available, However, progress is being made in that
directions This year, seversl of our clubs have bble leaders and better
work for next year can be promised,

Knowing the need for additional help in forwarding the i-fl
Program, the extension division has given Giles a half-time assistant
to be in charge of club work, Suprlemental eppropriations by the county
board of supervisors, in support of club work, will give the needed
kelp to put across a much better and more effective Lol club program
in the year ahead,




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

U.S. Department of Agriculture Extension Service
and State Agricuttaral Colleges Washington, D. ¢
Cooperating

COMBINED ANNUAL REPORT OF COUNTY EXTENSION WORKERS
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT’'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual report.
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CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family food supply.—See page 11, column (a) and items 115 (¢), (1) through (6))
Indlude all work with sdulte, 417 Protures

51. Days devoted to lir
1) Home demonstrationagents
(2) 4 H Club agents
(3) Agricult agents
(4) State extension workers
ol e et By | P
Number of voluntary local leaders or ,
committeemen assisting this year
Namber of farmen susied da yrar v
1) Obtalning improved varie

ties or strains of seed 350 132
The use of Hine 5 27
The use of fertilizers . l AR
Controfling plant disenses 70

3 rrous Insects Y
noxious weeds

- / | brige

. als =

/7

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION (other than for fanfly fond supply.—See page 11, column () and items 115 1) through (6))

Inetude Dy ettle Rewl rattle Horses -

Iome demonstrat
2) 4-H Club agents
Days devoted to line of work by
Agricultural agent
State extension w
Number of commur iich work was
Number of volunta
Number of breedin
r assisted this y
Number of members in such eircl .
Number of farmers not in breeding circles or improvement sssociations
assisted this ye n keeg r ance records of animals
Number of farmers assisted year
(1) Obtaining |
2) Obtaining purcbred or high-grade females
(3) Obtaining better strains of baby chicks (including hatehing egge
(4) Tmproving methods of feeding
(8) Controlling external parasitos

rolling precatory animals

' Do not (nelnde rabbits, game, and fur animals, which should be reported under wildlife .




CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES'
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FARM MANAGEMEN
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MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION




HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT
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CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE

amshers, and young men and women (older youth a0 ily econor

€ stratior

Days ¢ +-H Club agenta

line of work by . ekt adst

State extension workers

Number of sommunities in which work was conducted t

N r comunitteemen assisting t

Home Management Family Economics — Continued 4 Textiles —Continued
yosr w

g s nssisted this year ; @1 t b
ALl

N time-management p r ,
With home secounts e o {.,
{ v . 378

% 2

&

With financisd plant
In improving wuse

velopment—Continued
living axpenses

home

means of supplementing ineome

k e d ration CLUBS, other con
ASSOCIATIONS or GROUPS »

at wi

¥
furnishings an
al household s
es assisted this

reported

The house—its arrangement. equipment. &
+ Includes Guestion 122 wiso {amilies buy ing i




SUMMARY OF 4-H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS' PROJZUTS
One club member may engage in two or more prejects. The sum of the projects is therefore greater than the number of different club members enrolled

Nun
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CLUBR MEMBERSHIP

WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)
(Do not inclade work with ¢-H Clabs)
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