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Abstrac t

The reveal  i s  an impor tant  architec tural  e lement .  In  
many bui ldings, reveals  def ine t ransit ions  between 
diss imi lar  mater ia ls , tex tures, f in ishes  or  planes.  A  
reveal  can a lso be thought  of  as  a  gap.  Webster ’s  
d ic t ionar y  def ines  a  gap as  “an opening made by 
break ing or  par t ing. ”    O f ten the word “gap” is  
associated with a  def ic ienc y or  fa i lure, but  a  gap, 
s imi lar  to  a  reveal , can be intent ional  and essent ia l  
to  the success  of  a  bui ld ing.  The v isual ly  impaired 
exper ience a  “gap” with the s ight-seeing publ ic .  
They cannot  see the spaces  architec ture  creates  and 
are  forced to  re ly  on other  auditor y  and tac t i le  c lues  
to  gain  an understanding of  the space they occupy 
including their  or ientat ion within  i t .  This  thes is  
explores  the idea of  a  gap and attempts  to  br idge 
the “gap” 


